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Han Bordo’. 

A cricketing coUoaua; With Imran Khan, 
probably the onfytiistttutton 
in the game today. Brooding and Intense 
on the held. Yet off it. a cheerful person 
with a lively sense ofhumour. 126 Test 
ma tches and more one-day internationals 
than anyboify can keep track of. Whenyou 
talk to him. you realise that you are 
talking to someboffy who is going to 
transcend theiminediate. Inde^. history 
has begun to leave the first Imprints on his 
face. But ‘AB’has at least three years 
ahead of him and the mind boggles at the 
cricketlnglegacy he will leave behind. 
Presenting Allan Border, "professional 
cricketer", controversial Queensland 
recruit, reluctant captain, great middle 
order batsman and now. one of the game's 
Immortals. 


Sportfworick Allaiv when you started your 
international cricketing career In 1978*79> 
did you think you would be playing 
International cricket In 199S7 / 

Allan Border: When you start, you only 
want to play a few games, those are 
exciting moments for you. You don't think 
about a long time In the game. It was 
similar with me. 1 Just gave the game 
everything 1 had and before 1 knew it, I was 
a veterani I had no set plans. Things just 
kept happening as 1 went along. 

Would you say you were one of the 
beneficiaries of Packer? He took avoy the 
top didn't he? You got your chance and 
stayed on. 

There Is no question that is how it 
happened. But you never know in cricket, 
how things would have gone. But there is 
no den 3 dng that was the break. 1 was in 
Sydn^ in those da 3 rs and almost 9 or 10 
players went out of the first class game. 1 
was doing quite well in club cricket but 
you never know whether you get a break 
with the established guys around. So 
World Series Cricket and the existence of 
the two warring factions was a good thing 
forme. 

I Was there a sense of BWB when the World 
Series guys returned? To you, Chappeii and 
; Lillee and Marsh must have bm names 
land all of a sudden you were sharing dm 
[‘dressing room with them. 

; Yes, I rememberwhen the news came that 
t ^orld Series Cricket was over and that 
H'evetybody would be back, we were In 
('^ijlndla. There was naturally a great aenstf 'of 
^relief all around but I remember we had a 


Border’s atyle ml{^ 
notbeattractivo 
butlsnevarthelass 
ofiactivs 


lot of discussions about how many of us 
would remain In the combined side. I 
mean, we had to assess our chances 
against the greats... 

Did you fincy your chances? 

1 had a pretty good tour of India and I 
thought that would count. But I didn't 






PATRICK EAWn 

know what It would be like on getting 
back. Lucklty I got runs In Australia and 
made it. There were Just three of us who 
did. 

The others were.. 

Rod Ho^ and Kim Hi^es. The others 
were all from the World Series camp. Yes. 
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It was an awesome experience being 
around with the Three. I Just took nty 

place In a comer of the box. What added to 
the occasion was that we were playing the 
West Indies. 1 mean. yes. it was pretty 
traumatic because let alone the West 
Indies, you didn’t know your own sldel 

Thereafter you had a pretty •meoth ride. You 
tndni have to mist a fame andall ef a Hidden 
you were captain of Australia. ObvIoMly, you 
couldn’t have imafined the circumtanees In 
wMch you got It, but did you think you'd fet 
it all? 

No. I’ve always preferred being one of the 
boys, one of the players and leaving the 
decision-making to somebody else. I was 
the "vlce-captaln” but as the vlce-captaln, 
you are only Involved In a bit of the 
selection process. You don't have much of 
a say. So this thing was a bit of a shock 
really. For five years. I’d been Just one of 
the gtjys. ha\1ng »lot of fun and all of a 
sudden, there was this thing thrust on me 
when Kim Hughes resigned. Thai was 
against the West Indies too and In the 
eighties, tliey had a pretty awesome side 
to(». Yeah, It was prelty traumatic. 

The first couple of years as captain of 
Australia. That wasn't the best Job In the 
vvorld»w»lt? 

Yeah, wc had problems of a very different 
kind. The Blg’ITiree had retired, that left a 
huge gap in the standards. A lot of the 
others had quit too. but it was less 
publicised. Guys like Bruce Yardley, Len 
Pascoe. Bruce l.a!rd. Ashley Mallett, Jim 
Higgs... they all gave it up in a period of IP 
months. And the standard of the Shefllclc 
Shield, that went down too you know; anc 
to top It. 1 vras always a reluctant captain. 
Yes. It was a very dlfllcult two or three 
years. 

What was H that kept you foing? It can be 
diffeircnt for dlfftrcnt players. Soma arc 
religious, others have spcdfic motivators. 
What was It In yoiff case? Was K the pririe of 
perfonning In an Individual capaettY? 

I enjoyed the game. I always have, even 
thou|^ It was frustrating. I've never been 
an acceptor of poor performance. I believi 
in tvuming up and giving nothing short of 
your best. It didn't seem to be the case wit 
the blokes adto 1 thdhght were only going 
thrbugh the mobons. They didn't seem to 
have the same pride that I had. PUylng ft 
the country la very important and at this 


Bofdar dMcrlbM hlmtalf M^an 
tnnlng»4oJnidiiga player ’ 



level a cricketer should be seen to be giving 
oiThls best. I don’t have a i»obiem with 
losing. If you come out. give a 100% and 
then lose to a better side, I have no 
problem with that but In those days there 
were spme guys who I thought were not 
playing to their ability, niat was tJie most 
frustrating part of it all. 


1 Ksd somewhere that atound this time, you 
declared yourself a professional cricketer. I 
believe there were a fewsnigsers around... 

Well, in the eariy days it was a bit of a Joke. 
I'd left my Job in Sydney to go and play 
league cricket in England and on the way 
there, they gave me those things—tlie 
declarations—and asked me what my 
profession was. I said "professional 
cricketer". It )u.st sort of took off from 
there. I was very young in those days and 
almost all the cricketers had Jobs going. 



There was no such thing as a profe.ssional 
cricketer really! When World Series 
Cricket came around. It sort of, started 
getting accepted but when I said it well. 

What tort of job did you iwvtf? 

I was what they called a commercial 
trainee with BP. the petrol guys. It 
Involved doing all sorts of things. For some 
time, about thm months. I was only 
pumping gas at a gas station. Itwasa 
derical jobyou could say. I saved enough 
out of that job to go to E^and, I always 
wanted to go to England. I had a coach 
then called Bany Knl^t. the farmer 
Essex and Englmd pu^ and he said it 
would help n^ gameifl played in En^and. 

! I was jtut starting to {day okay in those 
days. Since then, it's onfybec^ cricket. 


Thdcurrsm AuatMUan tMin la aprodoet 
of ahwwid O la cU q rt planning 









Thiowlng upa Job In fhoM MKiliivc 

bMn somcthinsi DM you thMc of wiMt you 
would do in Iha off MMon or if you tliueka 
badpalehT 

Well, one didn't think too much about it 
then. The unemployment problem waan't 
asbadasitisnowl I guess you wouldn’t 
find guys Just chucimig joto like that now. 
Well. 1 was young and I didn't really think 
about the future as much as I do. 8ay.now. 

Was cridict a financMiy viaMc same than? 

Oh nol I paid way through the first year 

and onl^ played league cricket in the 
second. 1 stayed with mum and dad and 
that was good. And I did the Toohey's 
promotions. Vic used to go round tte 
country doing some coaching and there 
used to be games between two local sides 
with three ofthe state guys in each team. I 
was paid a couple of hundred dollars and 

that was baslc^ly what kept me going. 

• 

Things arc much better nowfor the ^ 
youngsters.... 

Today?Today. there is a real chance of a 
guy being a real professional cricketer. 

But that has its pitfalls. It's not ea^ to put 
all your ^s in one basket. If you are 
studying for example, it might be prudent 
to keep that going. If you are getting a part 
time job. or getting something out of the 
game it's okay. But on^crlcket can be a 
bit dangerous. 

youYc No. 1 at yow game now. lut docs it 
sometimes hurt to sec other spoftsmcii , who 
are nowhere near the top in their game, 
making much more. This year^ earning ib^ for 
exampie, shows guys iHce Waiiy Master and 
John ntxgeraid have made ahnost twice as^ 
muchasyouhave^. 

No. not at all because when I started 
playing the game there was no question of 
making money from the game. You just 
played it and felt happy about it. I 
considered myself lucl^. But making 
money has just, sort of, happened. Tbday,- 
we earn more money than we did ten years 
ago. And ten years later I guess tfie guys 
would be making more. I'mjustlucigrlgot 
the chance to play cricket and so, I don’t 
r^pvt other profimslonals making more 
money. 

OlB 

if9w inipoiiwn iv nmvyr 

TO me, it's not a great motlvatiMr. fVe seen a 
lot of giqmeoine mto the game, do well, g^ 
houiMed by bat manufricturers first and 
getacouple of coihmercial endorsements 
then th^ start tmndlng leaser . 
time orrthe gune andmore on do^ the 
"sportttnan's ifi^ts" and thingi fuw that. 

f ^_- < , 
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The niultt*facet8d Border (keeping 
wickets to Qreenktge here) is an ssset to 
snytesm 

I've always maintained that if you play 
cricket 100 per cent, the dollar will look 
after itself. That's the way it's worked out 
for me. But I've had my share of luck so I 
guess I'm not the ideal test case. But that's 
my belief. That money will always follow 
success. 

Vow cricket csrcsr has been Wry herd on 
yourtanHy.^ 

I’m very, very lucky. 1-know some guys 
have a lot of problems at home. Their wives 
or girifirlends don't like them to be away so 
long and then when the diildren cmne 
along, there's an added burden and lot of 
them give the game up prematurely. Or 
have constant hassles with it and mat 
afEects dteir performance. I'm vieiy lucl^ 
that my wife has been wi^ ^ rl^t from 
thewt^goknd hrw becmy^supportive. 

i" ' ■' , ' ■ 1 

. WyynvMWd^apMeiisdfsaillyi^^ 

tW. ve^;inuchso. ftton’tWcf hmirlcould. 





have survived without the support. 

How important is s stable family to s 
succcssftii oieketer? 

Absolutely vital. You know, this is a young 
man's game. You can have a great time 
tripping around all over the world, 
especidlly with the kind of money you can 
make these days. But youll see that most 
of the guys, the successful breed, have a 
very good home life. 

bld.yow vdfc know It was going to be like this 
when you got married? 

Oh. no, but by.the time we got married, she 
had an inkling. 

youVf known fsdi other for a long time..... 

Yeah. We'd been going around for a long 
time and she had seen my development. 
^ the time we got maitled, I'd already 
bWn touring. She realised what was 
ahead of her but she probably didn't think 
it would go cm for so long. 

Is she yew punching bag? Your emotional 










outlet? In facv do cridcctcn often need 
emotional outlets? 

Ves, they do. But In my case. I tiy not to 
take too much of It home. At times, it’s 
inevltabie, the moaning and the 
groaning... and you need someone to talk 
to. But almost always, you have friends in 
the team and you can discuss things with 
them. Or with your mentors. I wouldn’t 
have any hesitation in sharing things with 
my wife but I tend to avoid that as much as 
lean. 

in your cricket, youNc always been a battler, a 
flatter. Pcftiaps ft's to do %rith the fact that 
you played Inafewwcak Australian sides, lut 
is thirt symbolic of life also? 

Aaaah. That's difllcult to answer. 1 Just 
settled on a style and well. 1 know I’m not 
the prettiest player going. People always 
talk of guys like Gower when they are 
discussing left handers and they refer to 
me as a battler. Perhaps you are' right, if 
you play for a weaker side, you are 
constantly shoring up the Innings and 
that becomes style. You become my kind 
of player. I’d love to be an elegant player 
too but now that’s not my style. 

Was the failure of the others an inspiration for 
success? Especially in the middle eishties? 

No. not really. I Just enjoy going out and 
battling it out. 1 guess it’s to do with the 
fart that I am a very determined kind of 
bloke. I measure success in terms of what 
the team has achieved, not as personal 
success. 

Let me put that the other way arouiid now. 

Has the more recent success of other guys 
reduced your Inspiration to succeed? 

Not that I know of. Maybe I have relaxed a 
bit and therefore, havep't scored the kind 
of runs I did in the past. We’ve got a 
nucleus now. a nucleus that is performing 
and perhaps there isn’t the kind of 
pressure now that there used to be. I don't 
know, because every time I go out now, I 
still want to score lots of runs but perhaps 
I am relaxing a bit. 

you're obviously a very deep thbiker on the 
game. Does it tend to overwhelm your 
existence? 

It can do that and 1 tend to get too intense 
about the game. If you’ve done badly. It 
can affect your mood well into the evening 
and even the next day. In recent times, I 
have tried to reduce that a great deal but 1 
guess being intense is just part of me. 

Hava you been a great carter ptomcr? I mein, 
professional executives have a well defined 
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The elation at a Border 

dismiaaal whether by India (above) or 

West Indies (inset) Is well Justified 


career path. They plan it st^ by step. Has it 
been that way vdth your cricket? 

Oh no, it’s just happened. I know in the 
last twelve months the question is being 
asked increasingly of me about when I’m 
going to give it all away. I’ve been looking at 
the cricket calendar a bit more carefully. 
Next summer, we've got the West Indies 
here, there’s a tour of England In 1993, a 
small one to Sri Lanka, another to New 
iSealand. So there is quite a bit of cricket 
and I am a bit loath to set up a cut-off 
point. I’d love to go to England again 
because that is obviously; a tour I’d like us 
to win. 

What I really mcarit was. whether you had set 
yourself small targetsi, achieved them, then 
settipnsweroiiesandsoofl.nannedyour 
iweer, step by 8tc|»,« 

No, no. The 0 une has Just evolved. I've 
never said tontyself that I must score so 
mai^by thie time and so man^more by 






Everybody says 
I should 
bowl more but 
when it comes 
to die crunch,! 
don’t bowl 



this tinie etc. IVe really been an 
innlngs-to-innlngs player, scoring as 
maPy as I could and trying to adjust to the 
teani's situation.. . 

Is 10,000a taisct? 

Yes. 10.000 is agenuine target now. 

Once you Ve sot there, youll have been a very 
succetirftil captain, ahnost certainly the 
world's highest run setter. Will havins 
achieved everythins take away a bit ^ the 
intensity ftom the game? 

It's possible because every one is talking 
about it and... 

H’s Just rouTHl the comer, isn't KT 

Well. yes. but it still has to be achieved. 
The bowlers work a'bil harder these days 
you know! And well, it's difllcult to say just 
now but I might reach a stage where, if the 
team Is really doing well. I won’t be needed 
as much. And that could be a point to say 
enough. 

Looking back at it all, the adiievements, the 
records, the trophies you've won, how 
important will they be? Will they Just be 
solace In old age or will you look at them with 
far more pride? 

I've never really been an extroverted kind 
of person so when these things happen to 
me. I really enjoy them. I am not one to 
gloat and gloss over them, but I’ll certainly 
be very happy about them when I'm 
retired and look back at it all. 

you’ve bean talking of batting down the 
order and maybe bowling a bit more. 

Wouldn’t that first of all, affect your sense of 
pride? From batting at Nos 3,4 and 5 to have 
to go down to 7, and wouldn’t that therefbre 
require you to keep Justifying your place in 
the side? 

You're right. The only thing that worries 
me about how long 1 want to play is that 1 
don't want tojnake too many concessions 
to standards. That I let my standards drop 
and be picked for what I did in the past and 
for my reputation rather than on whether I 
deserve to be there. So yes. I need to be 
careful about dropping down too much 
because one mi^t start batting like a 
No.6 or No.7. And I don't even know if my 
bowling will be good enough to justify 
making a change in my career. 1 will 
obviously bowl more, and l.will need to, 
but you never know, citptains seem to be 
very reluctant. Look at this innings 
(India’s first innings against Queensland) 
454 runs were scored and they didn't need 
me to bowl. It's strange you know. 
Everybody says I should bowl more but 
when it comes to the crunch. I don’t bowl! 








To go back Just a little bit« to your ccicbratcd 
partnership with Bob Slmpsoii that turned 
Aussie cricket around. Now, how much of that 
turnaround was achieved on the playing field 
and how much of It emerged from your minds? 
I think the turnaround came from some 
shrewd selection planning. They looked at 
people’s characters, apart from their 
statistics and they didn't always go by the 
statistically better player. They looked at 
his character, at the kind of guy he was. at 
how well he would fit Into the team. That 
way we tried to build up a nucleus that 
had a solidarity around them, a desire to 
win. a desire to work hard. Just those right 
kind of ingredients that we thought were 


One of my 
major 

drawbacks, as 
people point 
out, is my 
communication 
skills 
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Styto be damn«d...it’« the end rMuK 
theft important (Channel Nine 
watehera, check the middle atump for 
the atump camera!)_ 




lacking. Then Slmmo has bcfeha.v^:,. 
taskmaster in the basics of the-j^me. 
sounds ridiculous you know, but ' 

sometimes when you-are a Test Jilayjer, 
you tend to neglect them. Uke not going 
out for a catch or doing a lap or things ^at 
you need to do and Simmo has worked at - 
this relentlessly for the last four or five 
years. And today, we’ve reached a stage 
where people don’t notice it. Now people • 
say, "Gee. you’re a great fielding side" or 
"Australia is a very disciplined side" or "it’s 
a great one-day side." But it's because of 
those little things that have mattered. 
We’re getting to look like that in the Tests 
too. If McDermott keeps up the good work 
-and Reid keeps away the injuries and as I 
said, if we find a really world class spinner, 
wc’ll become a solid Test side. 

A bit like planting the seeds fbr the ftiture? 

Yes absolutely. And you know when the 
sUindard ofthcTesrside improves, it 
becomes more dilficult to get in and so the 
standard at the Shield level goes up too 
ar ■ it makes a difference right down. 





When the top side is a bit hlggly piggly. it 

shows at the bottom too. 

% 

Is it a matter of great satisfaction to tee that 
the Australian side doesn’t foailT have an 
individiial star? When you talk or AustraUCr 
you don’t only talk of a McDermott or a Jones 
oraBorder». 

Yea. because what is happenning ia that' 
on a given day you might have two or three 
good performances but they may not Ismt 
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Azhar will b« watching Border 
closely...and picking up aome tips 

tt^ond the Saturday. You might have 
seven outstanding players over a 
weekend. That's perfect. That’s why we 
are such a good one-day side. It's not 
totally dependant on a Kapil Dev firing 
away or a Desmond Haynes or Richie 
Richardson or an Imran Khtm or Waslm 
Akram. They ^ obvious stars within 
their teams. Graham Gooch, for example. 


The thing that 
has mam me 
etay a little 
. longer la the 
return of South 
Africa. Td really 
kick myself If I 
didn’t play 
against them 





A ‘Rest of the World’ team: Border 
(seated fourth from right) is a senior 
member! 

We loo have stars but we spread the Job 
around a bit more. 

What happens after 1993 or 1994? 

Ihc thing that has made me stay a little 
longer Is the return of South Africa. I'd 
really kick myself if I didn't play against 
them. I've got the opportunity In the World 
Cup now but I'd much rather be playing a 
Test series against them. If that doesn't 
happen till 1994. I'll just have to see how 
my fitness and standard hold. 

A final question. When you tee young guy* 
waik into the dressing room with a sense of 
awe at meeting Allan Border, sittkig quietly in 
their comer, do you think of the young man 
who shared the room with Ullee and Chappell 
and Marsh? 

I don't see myself in that vein. But maybe it 
does happen. One of my major drawbacks, 
as people point out. is my communication 
skills. Maybe some guys think I'm a bit 
unapproachable and sit in a comer like I 
did when the Chappells and Ullees were 
playing. You know, not speaking till 
spoken to. But I was willing to share a 
drink with them and that tended to take 
the pressure off. But I guess It's bound to 
happen. It happens to me when I meet the 
stars from other sports, the sports that I 
like. Guys like Greg Norman have a kind of 
presence around them. But we try and 
make our young guys feel at home as 
much as possible.# 








A ustralfan 

cricket lonff ago 
built Its reputation 
on a spirit of 
adventure, but 
when it comes to 
clioosing teams these days the 
selectors are aljouf as adventurous 
as your maiden aunt who has been 
travelling to Bognor Regis for her 
holidays for the past 50years. 

That, of course, is not all bad. 
Apart from the fact Bognor has a 
very nice Rsh-and-chip shop, 
stability is a key factor in the 
<levclopment of any successful 
sporting team, and it is 
undoubtedly one of the reasons 
Australia have dragged themselves 
out oi the pit of ineptitude in which 
they were wallowing five years ago. 

Also, when a side begins to win 
more matches than they lose, as 
Australia have done in recent 
times, there is no logical reason to 
be radical at the selection table. 
The problem is that in trying not to 
rock the boat too much, some 
passengers who deserve to be 
washed overboard remain firmly 
wedged in their seats, protected 
t he colled ive eflbrt. 

This was undoubtedly the case 
when It came down to the choice of 
a spinner for the Test against India. 
At a time when the debate should 
be centred on whether there was a 
spinner good enough to be wearing 
the Australian cap. the main 
consideration is which 
ofispinner—Peter Taylor, now of 
Queensland, or NSWs Greg 
Matthews—should get the nod. 

Given the general agreement 
that emergtngyoung Victorian 
legspinner Shane Wame needed 
more than four Sheffield Shield 
matches before being exposed at 
the ultimate level. Taylor got the 
nod and a berth in the XI ahead of 
Victorian paceman Paul Relffel, 
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TREVOR GRANT writes on how difficult it 


who was named 12th man in the 
Brisbane Test. 

The harsh truth is that neither 
Taylor rtor Matthews deserves to be 
playing for Australia—if, of course, 
selection is based purely on 
performances. 

Before Brisbane. Taylor. 35. had 
taken 26 wickets in 11 matches at 
an average of36.62 since that 
memorable debut against England 
at Sydney In 1986-87. Twelve of 
those wickets (at 20 runs apiece) 


came in his first two matches, both 


on receptive pitches at Sydney. 

Matthews, while continuing to 
prove himself a very solid 
middle-order batsman, has a Test 
bowling average that should make 
the national selectors cringe. In 28 
matches he has 49 wickets at 49, 
and In his last three series, against 
England (twice) and West Indies, 
he averaged 147,60 and 91 


respectively with the ball. 


Tne conservative notion. 
























is to get into the present Australian team 


though, that you need a spinner 
any spinner, now sees that one of 
these non-performers makes the 
side. 

It Is a policy that dues not cut 
much ice with captain Allan 
Border. "Why should wc pick a guy 
just because he’s a spinner? 1 
might as well bowl’ said Border, 
whose left-arm orthodox spinners 
have long been undervalued. ’A 
spinner should be picked because 
you think he’s going to take wickets 
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in a Test match, not Just because 
he’s going to give you variety.’ 

The continued hlgh-quallQr 
performances In the Sheffield 
Shield by players who are some 
distance from Test selection 
reflects the healthy state of the 
game here these days. 

TTie batting, in particular, oozes 
potential. While Michael Bevan, 

21, of NSW. hit his seventh 
first-class century (against the 
Indians at Usmore) in his third 


. The hait^ truth 
tiMiteither Peter 
^ T^ytornorGreg 
V 9(Id^ews de^rve 
t4he|rlayjitgi6r 

course, selection is 
based ott 
performance 


senior season, a new name has 
emerged in Brisbane. 
Queensland's left-hand opener 
Matthew Hayden, made an 
exhilarating 149 from 229 balls on 
debut. Hayden, a solid, confident 
young man who has just turned 
20. tlflnks big already. He asked 
his team-mates before his first 
match whether anyone had made a 
double-centuiy on debut. 

Hayden Join^ seven 
Queenslanders who have made a 
century on debut. Including 
Martin Kent, who had a brief Test 
career In the 1980s. Kent, who had 
the pleasure of watching the 
Innings from the commentary-box, 
said: ‘I got a chill up my spine when 
he got his hundred because of the 
way he made it. It was a truly great 


innings.' 

New SA captain Jamie Siddons 
has also lost considerable ground 
in his battle to make the Test side. 
He required an operation after his 
close mate Merv Hughes fhictured 
his cheekbone with a searing 
bouncer as Victoria stormed to an 
outright victory at the MCG. 
Siddons was wearing a helmet, but 
had ho visor guarding his face. 

David Hookes, the next batsman 
in after Siddons fell on his stumps, 
came out with Just a cap on his 
head and then told the Press later 
that it was time for helmets to be 
made compulsory. Hookes, who 
has always done things differently, 
followed up in the next game with 
75 to pass 10,000 flrst-class runs 
for his state and move into second 
place on the all-time Shield 
run-getters’ list behind John 
Inverarlty. 

It was in this match at the 
Adelaide Oval that we saw 11m 
Zoehrer’s remarkably diverse 
talents. The WA wicketkeeper 
handed the gloves to Mike Veletta 
In the first innings long enough to 
take 5 for 58 from 22 overs with his 
legspinners. 

Craig McDermott carries on his 
good form, after Queensland coach 
JeffThomson had made a very 
favourable comparison with his old 
new-ball partner Dennis Lillee. 'I 
suppose he’s turned into a bit of a 
Liliee,’ said Thomson, after 
McDermott had demolished NSW 
at the Gabba. ‘Like Lillee he has got 
all the balls, applies himself 
enormously at all times and has 
that knack of constantly taking 
wickets no matter wdiat the 
conditions. The only difference 
may be that he is not as quick or 
aggressive as Dennis, and while I 
don’t think he will become that 
quick, the aggression is beginning 
to surface.' 
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READERS 


QUIZ 


Ql/ESTIONS 

I What record 
• did Sri 

Lanka make in their 
first World Cup 
cricket match? 

2 Name the 
• authorof 
"My Cricketing 
Years"? 

3 Which 

• international 
cricket captain 
made his Test 
debut career by 
scoring a duck in 
both innings? 

4 It was earlier 

• known as 
the Maiylebone 
Club, ^^mat do we 
know it today as? 

5 Only two 

• batsmen in 
histoiy have scored 
a ton on debut, both 
in first class cricket 
and also in Test 
cricket. Who arc 
they? 

6 Who is the 
• only 

batsman in histoiy 
to score a century in 
both the innings of 
his Test debut? 

7 How many 
• times did 
Bjorn Borg reach 
the final of the 
Australian Open? 

8 Which' 

• player has 
won the maximum 


ANSWERS 


. nwnltlwftretteaintotwb^vtvdoutforlesstiian 
top rur» M the 22 one^y iritfirnationetfs 
lAiil flien. ' . ’ . 


. ArtW^Q/oundCw. 

< 8. Viahwariath«n4(^Wellhaffl. 

. LRowetW-ln^). 

, Not once.;, 

. Cttrl»EM^j(7titlesy. - > 

QmMohiiiwiMKIndii). ‘ , 


. EmUZat^eltfCie^); 
. Lacftme^' ■ ,. 





singles titles in the 
French Open? 

9 Donald 
• Budge 
conceded only one 
set in I he French 
Championship in 
the year he won the 
Grand Slam (1938). 
To whom did he 
concede this only 
set? 

1 Who first 

X \J • thought 
of the all-metal 
racquet in tennis? 


1 "There 
,. • are many 
peop e, with the will 
to fight, life is not 
just this. Truth is 
further beyond" 
Who wrote these 
lines? 

*1 O Which 
X • athlete's 
life was portrayed in 
the film ‘Man of 
Bronze’? 


1 O Who 
X O • achieved 
the ultimate long 
distance triple of ' 
winning the 5,000m. 
10.000 m. and 
marathon at tlie.. 
same Olympic \ 
Games? 

1 A In which 
sport is , 
the racquet called 
Crosse*? 
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THE POWER OF THE EMPTY HAND 


C arrying on 

with the kata, 
here are the 
next four steps. 
Perfect the movements 
and connect them to tht 
movements already 
given earlier. 

As explained, katas 
are a form of imaginary 
fighting movement s 
which, when performed 
in sequence, will help 
you perfect your 
technique. 




BySHtvaliOanguly 

I.Go into right zenkutsu-dachi white Kyotuishhiluriliankarat* 

Dorforminga nukite—knife thruat—to the 
SdomenSiththerighthana 


2. Stay In the same stance, perform a 

•W66pinj fnov0iii©nt with tfw right hand 
asyoutum180°to your left 










a , 
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4. Qo into right lenkutsu-clachl and deliver a right 
chudan*ol-tsukt 


< , ■ i 

t1'. ■f-*,-.!’ v'-"' tr- . • ' X'' 





I. Qo Into klba<ffiehland d^itera hammer-tfst Wow 
with the teflhfwd 







W ITen Lhe first West Indian tourists 
visited England In 1900, the 
Manchester City News wrote: 
'There is none of the golly massa Christy 
Minstrel element about their cricket and 
the tradition of the Immortal Quanko 
Sambo has no hold upon them. With a 
little more experience they will have to be 
taken into serious account before long.' 

Ironically what was written at the turn 
of the century is now c'omlng true once 
again. After decades of winning endlessly. 
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the Cal)rpso Kings have of late been 
humbled by sheer odds. TTie last few 
seasons have not been generous with the 
team.'But though 1992 holds out the 
promise, sunny days may yet be far for the 
masters of strokeful cricket. 

Ever since the West Indian cricket 
authorities decided to ovcrh^l their 
squad in the aftermath of a crushing 

Haynes and Ambrose: Shouldering the 
responsibility of the batting and bowling 
respectively 
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WEST INDIES CRICKET 




A 











Brian Lara: The great batting hope 

defeat at the hands of England in August, 
the rebuilding process began. Many heads 
rolled before a new look West Indian side 
envrged under the spirited captaincy of 
young Richie Richardson. 

This systematic weeding out the 
deadwo^ has seen two ofWest Indies 
most prolific, albeit aging scorers, bow out 
of the team. There is no doubt that Vivian 
Richards and Gordon Greenidge will be 
sorely missed, but they were not expected 
to go on endlessly. Both of them were 
becoming increasingly vulnerable and 
their averages began declining. 

No one was surprised when Gordon 
Greenidge. who turned 40 this May. found 
himself In and out of the team. He tex) 
realised that runs had become more 
difficult to score and a reputation would 
hot cany him far. Cla)4on Lambert, Phil 
Simmons and DanlelJo.scph have now 
been after the coveted opening slot with 
the near-legendary Desmond Haynes. Viv 
Richards, too had been fighting illness as 
well as his critics, even as bjg scores 
became a distant dream. "As the years roll 
by." he him.self admitted, "I am physically 
becoming more inept for my style of game. 
Today I find myself edging or missing the 
ball too much." confessed Richards. 

"I hope to spend more time with my wife 
and children from now. Captaining the 
side has been a thrill but it has brought 
pressures and it is time now to ease ofl". 
said Richards before he hurried along on 
the path of retirement. 

The same was the case with Gordon 
Greenidge, one of the best and most 
technically sound batsman. A 
connoisseur’s delight, Greenidge came in 
good stead for his team, but age the 
destroyer of all talent, got the better of 
him. Having now retired from 
Intemationfd cricket, Greenidge will be 
missed for the delight he brought to his 
innumerable fans. 

Many may wonder what brought on this 
sudden exit of all the seniors. While the 
official line is that West Indian cricket 
needed new blood, many say that the real 
reason was that these veterans did not 




take kindly to Richardson's captaincy 
which led to their ultimate dismissal. But 
regardless of the reasons, the fact is that a 
new squad is on the threshold of taking 
charge of the columns of West Indian 
cricket. 

In the new look team the obvious star Is 
Richie Richardson, who despite being so 
young has slipped well into the captain's 
clothes. Unlike Viv Richards' 
temperamental blow all leadership. 
Richardson seems to have got a cool head 
on his shoulders, always trying to 
rationalise before committing himself to a 
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not gone all that well of late. The West 
Indies find themselves the underdogs in 
the triangular WSC tournament in 
Australia. 

Despite the enthusiastic young side, the 
West Indians have problems which are 
likely to stay till the time they gain in 
experience. Derek Murray, (heir manager 
says. "I think you have to give the boys a 
little more time io settle down as a unit. Let 
them get used to the idea that Vlv is not 
there io save their backside." 

Today, the situation facing the 
Carribbeans is similar to the days when 
Clive Lloyd took over the captaincy. The 
team played 20 Test matches before they 
got into the winning habit in the seventies. 
All one has to do is to wait and watch. 

In fact it would be worth watching the 
likes of Curly Ambrqse and Ian Bishop 
who have successfully stepped into the 
‘killing zone'. Ambrose, in particular has 
been amongst wickets without giving 
away too many runs. The pace battery has 
a hard Job ahead if the Wlndles is to regain 
their stature as the premier cricketing 
nation in the world. And as Richardson 
admits. "In a few months from now, we 
may not dominate the game, but we will go 
In with a fair chance of winning." 

Bowlers, in particular, will have to come 
good for the West Indians these days. They 
have at least four world class ones in their 
side who can do their Job well if guided 
properly. Curtly Ambrose, Patrick 
Patterson. Anderson Cummins and Ian 
Bishop, all of them have displayed a 
control which holds their side in good . 
stead. 

However, the best player in terms of 
utility for the Carribbeans is Carl Hooper 
whose right arm off spinners have added a 
variety to the bowling. After hesitant 
beginnings. Hooper has gone from 
strength to strength and beside bowling is 
proving to be a class batsmen, with an 

uncanny timing In stroke play. Earlier a 
lack of confidence «^s his major undoing 
but things seem to have improved 
dramatically for him. His off spin bowling 
has the edge, hitherto uiTseen earlier. "A 
man who is going to play a vital role In the 
West Indian side," is how Michael Holding 
thinks about Hooper. 

, Thanks to Hooper and the four seamers 
everybody agrees that West Indian 
bowling is worldclass and more. With 
back trouble keeping Ian Bishop out of the 
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Cart Hooper: When will mere talent 
tranaform into runs? 


WSC Championships, it would be an 
opportunity for Ezra Moseley, Tony Gray 
and Cumiplng to prove their mettle. And 
there are many more bowlers who can 
make good contributions in the upc'oming 
World Cup as well. 

Sadly enough the same cannot be said 
about the Carribbean balling which tends 
to crumble against pressure. Barring 
Desmond Haynes, fte Windies do not 
have a single dependable player capable of 
hitting big scores. Says Murray, "1 think li 
is quite early for us to get Judgemental. 
There is siill a lot to learn for boys who are 
so new to the international arena. It's only 
a matter of time." 

On the contrary, three star 
batsmen—Keith Arthurton, Brian Lara 
and Phil Simmons have not done much 
except posting patchy performances. But 
Murray is confident that. these guys are 
quite capable of big things. Especially, 
Brian Lara, the 21 -year-old from Trinidad. 
Lara was only 20 when he captained 
Trinidad and Tobago in the Shell Shield, 
and his run scoring record is superb. In 
the last season's Red Stripe Cup. he made 
a record 627 runs in five matches. 

Ifhls domestic scores have been 
gigantic, he has managed to hit the 
winning stride in the international game 
only on rare occassions. Nevertheless. 
’Richie Richardson has complete faith in 
Lara's capabilities. 

The little left hander has been compared 
to Roy Fredericks, the dlmunltlve 
Guyanan who opened for the West Indies 
in the early 1970s. "Like Fredericks. Lara 
always looks to attack pace bowlers and 
this is coming handy in Australia," adds 
Richardson. Even Vlv Richards «s full of 
praises for Ura. With a degree of caution. 
Richards adds, 'The ball is in his court. 

The potential is there, but it all depends on 
how he treats his profession." 

A similar promise is expected from Phil 
Wallace. Clayton Lambert and Keith 
Arthurton, though howlongwill they take 
to fulfil it remains to be seen. But the worst 
scenario for the West Indies will be the 
failure of Richardson as a batsman. The 
team and the cricket loving country 
simply cannot afford that to happen. But 
right now the effort is on and the sights are 
fixed on the pot of gold at the end of the 
rainbow. It's going to be a rough ride 
getting these, though. 

■YCHMSDIOlirON 
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7000! 


Desmond Haynes became the first cricketer to 
score 7000 runs in one-day internationals 
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DeamondHaynes, the prolific West Indian opeper, ia the first cricketer to have completed 7000 runs in 
one-day internationals'. He crossed this milestone when he scored 89 against India in the ongoing World 
Series Cup. 

He became the highest run-getter when he surpassed Viv Richards’tally of6721 in 187 matches. 

He has also hit sixteen centuries which is also the highest in one-day cricket. 


HAYNES-At A Glance 


INNS 

187 


RUNS 

7053 


AVGE 

43.26 


Four Others who have scored 5000 or more tuns 


Viv Richards (Wl) 
Javed Miandad (P) 
Allan Border (A) 
Gordon Greenidge (Wl) 


M 

INNS 

NO 

RUNS 

AVGE 

HS 

100 

50 

187 

167 

24 

6721 

41.40 

189* 

11 

45 

177 

168 

32 

5795 

42.61 

119* 

6 

40 

227 

212 

32 

5765 

32.02 

127* 

3 

37 

128 

127 

13 

5134 

45.03 

133* 

11 

31 


HAYNES during the last 


Year 

Runs 

T987 

562 

1988 

746 

1989 

1007 

1990 

283 

1991 

431 

The Centuries 


148 

Vs 

108* 

Vs 

133* 

Vs 

102* 

Vs 

104* 

Vs 

123* 

Vs 

146* 

Vs 

116 

Vs 

105 

Vs 

142* 

Vs 

111 

Vs 

101 

Vs 

117* 

Vs 

152* 

Vs 

138* 

Vs 

107* 

Vs 



Australia. St John’s, 1977-78 
Australia, Sydney, 1983-84 
Australia, Berbice, 1983-84 
Australia, 1983-84 
Australia, Kingston, 1983-84 
Australia, Melbourne, 1984-85 
Newzealand, Berbice, 1984-85 
Newzealand, Bridgetown, 1984-85 
Sri Lanka, Karachi, 1987 
Pakistan, Port of Spam, 1988 
Pakistan, Adelaide, 1988 
Pakistan, Hobart, 1988 
India, Bridgetown, 1989 
India, Guyana, 1989 
England, Gwalior, 1989 
Pakistan, Eden Gardens, 1989 


• Completed 5000 runs after scoring 11 against Pakistan on October 22, 1988 at Sharjah in the final 

• match of the Champions trophy. 

• Completed 6000 runs against Sri Lanka on October 19, at Rajkot in Nehru Cup. He reached the 
milestone when he got his 28th run. 

• Completed 7000 runs against India on December 14. 1991 In the World Series Cup match when he 
reached 36. 

• 500 runs In a tournamant 

513: playing 11 matches, in the World Series Cup, held in Australia. 88-89 

• ALL THE STATISTICS. INCLUDED HERE UP DATED TILL DECEMBER 14,1991. 

Compitod by HaripraMd Chattoaadhyay 









DON’T GET 


A very common 
question ask¬ 
ed by ITII ness 
enthusiasts Is 
‘il'a little trainin^^ is good. 
Is more bet ter*?’ 

That's a subjective 
question each of us must 
answer lor ourselves. 

If however you’ve lieen 
feeling partially or totally 
exhausted after your 
workouts. If you’re work¬ 
ing harder than you ever 
have and you are still get¬ 
ting nowhere and Ifyou 
are feeling depressed 
these days for no reason 
at all. then you need to 
take an inventory of your 
exercise behaviour. 
Maybe you’re obsessed 
with training. 

If things have still not 


clicked and you are won¬ 
dering what we are talk¬ 
ing about. well, we’re 
I treading a road that we 

1. have travelled over many 

times - the overtraining 
faetor In exercise. 

It 

Overtraining starts 
I with fatigue. Everybody 

i poops out at some stage 

or the other in an exen-l- 
se regimen. This Is very 
’ much a natural pheno- 
t- menon brought about by 
physiological changes in 
the body. ITie purpose of 
tiredness is to protect the 
body and its individual 
r muscles from serious 
damage caused by 
over-exertion. 

Why does this occur? 
Accumulating in your tls- I 

Always exercise in moderation. 


sues are the waste pro¬ 
ducts like lactic'acids. 
ammonia and urea. 
Being depleted, at the 
same time, arc your fuel 
stores: key minerals and 
electrolytes, along with 
essential chemicals. At 
the same time your mus¬ 
cle fibres also experience 
structural changes. 

As the waste products 
accumulate in your sys¬ 
tem they interfere with 
the production of the 
energy you need to fuel 
your activity— -the drive 
to exercise. They also 
inhibit your muscles’ abi¬ 
lity to contract and rekix. 
Ammonia liuild up in the 
system also has a detri¬ 
mental elTect on 



concentration. 

That is how training or 
over-training tires out 
the muscles. But how tir¬ 
ed should you be at the 
end of a woiliout? How 
can you Judge whether 
you jue overworked? 

How do you know whe¬ 
ther it’s your exercise 
regimefl or the other 
stresses in your life that 
is maklngyou feel so 

wrung out? These are 
questions with no defi¬ 
nite answers and dlflers . 
from person to person. 

Actually the recovery 









of your motivation is aa 
important as your 
physiological recovery 
when you assess your 
reecqperation from fatl> 
giie. Irkidentally the p^- 
cholqglcal component 
ahd not the physical one 
Is more vulrierable as it is 
usuaBy the first compon* 
ent in the ^tern's arse* 
tocrumble undCT pre* 
saure. Anotho- issue 
i thii|tyou needtolookatis 
K why ah; you pushli^ 

' t ycm^tf so h^ iHien it 
oQAMih)«xntisii^ 

> ^‘*&i(en^de|^dence* ’ 


is a relatively new con¬ 
cept in the area of fitness 
medicine. Some people 
crave for the nuero- 
chemlcal highs, others 
the boost of ego that 
accompanies when one 
is in good shape. Some 
seek the esc^ they find 
in exercise. Some opera¬ 
te under the misconcep¬ 
tion that moderation 
means failure, some ' 
others are simply 
obsessive. . 

These areonfy some of 
th^ motives for going too 
far. If you askyoursdlf 


Lia back and RELAX 

why you have become so 
' obsessed with your per¬ 
formance to the point 
that you abuse )^r 
body - and if you are 
honest. you’U discover 

your own reasons and be 
able to work on them. 

Using stress wisely is 
an excellent way to deve¬ 
lop emotionally, and 
intellectually. Your 
growth in these areas are 
as Important as the 
physical progress that 
results from the exercise 
stress that you i^ce on 
your body. The point is to 
develop self control and 
self awareness to the ext¬ 
ent that you can focus 
your energy on the areas 
thatwillglveyouthegtea- 
test satisfaction. 

Here are some symp¬ 
toms of overUalning: 

• Diminished 
enduramce. 

• Increased sleep 
requirements. 

• Reduced appetite that 
is usually accompanied 
by weight loss. 

• Increased noting 

pulse rate. * 

• Slightly increased 
body temperature. 

• Headaches and slow 
reflexes. 

• Depressions and or 
mood imbalanqies. 

• Persistent muscle 
soreness or an injury 
that doesn't heal. 

If you encounter any of 
these signs and if you feel 
that you have lost the 
zest for working out then 
lay off for some time and 
let the body get back* to 
nwmal.Oifiythen 
should you start hitting 
the wei^ts again. • 









GUEST COLUMN 


C AN IT 

really be 
10 

Januaries 
ago that 
Geoffrey 

Boycott parked his bags, 
left a note of defiant 
apology—pronged with a 
corkscrew—on the table 
of the team room in a 
Calcutta hotel, and left 
for England, never again 
to play in aTest match? 

The England manager, 
Subba Row. with a 
diplomat’s cussedncss. 
did not pass the news to 


FRANK KEATING walks down 
memory lane and pauses before a 
couple of Incidents he has 
encountered as a cricket writer 


bea* his own stoiy home. 

Is it triily 11 years ago 
that we were thrown out 
of Guyana by Mr Forbes 
Burnham, the 
demon-king who then 
ruled that unhappy land 
in his Chinese 
dungarees? Sure is. Yet I 
ran still hear aff clearly 


then proceeding up the 
lift to serve The Oval's 
cork-sparrow with his 
’immediate revocation of 
entry’. 

Nonsense: It cannot be 
a full dozen years ago 
that I walked up the 
hillocky path, past 
Captain Cook's Cottage. 



the Press party Ull 
Boycott was airborne 
and we were on the 
Jnterminsible train to 
Jamshedpur—so on 
arrival we had to sit up 
most of the night in the 
local cable office trying 
unsuccessfully to raise 
Fleet Street. Geoffrey 


Black Powarl Richards’ canturias hava a 
powerful impact on moat paopla 


as it it was last 
Wednesday week that 
spindly, sinister official 
in khaki shorts and wire 
specs asking at 


through the park 
between the MCG and ' 
the Windsor Hotel? It is. I 
was 25ya^ behind 
Derek Randall, and kept 


reception in the Pegasus distance—for thm,. 


Hold. "Which is Mr 
Jackman's room?’ and 


in his reverie and 
without a bat. the 


i 
















. England batting-order's Mlehaal Ho(cRng: Smooth 

' ragamuRln man-child as ■ WoHo Roi^e, bdt 

was miming eveiy stroke aadlatleally lethal 

in the 

manual.. .forward-defens- 
iVM. opulent momentaxy grin of a 

cover-drives, meaty Bisto kid. What touching 

square-cuts, featheiy and timeless textures of 
leg-glldes...for all the relish and exuberance 

world like a bouncy did Randall bestow to his 

schoolboy in front of his Test match days. Hooray 

mum's fuU-length for him still, 

mirror, and every shot, of 

course, accompanies by 1 had three tours, each 

a click of his tongue, and as richly rewarding as 

every followthrough the other. (Violins, 

held. Just so. with a hum please, for 

ofpleasureandthe cnd-of-an-era. too: the 



Geoffrey Boycott: hie cricket, thankfully, was 
less enigmatic than he was 






Fleet Street wars have Internationals back 
altered cricket reporting: home—but. more 

a decade ago importantly, realised 

newspapers sent one there were bedfuls of 
man to cover the games: English roses which 

needed tending: l.e. 

now the old Press serious matters 

caravan is full of extras concerning (usually) 

riding shotgun for the blondes, 

gossip-column Funny, when you 

department, or contemplate warmly 

sometimes even for the these abroad Droughts 

crime editor.) Then they from home it Is not the 

told me I had either to actual cricket which 

take cricket seriously leaps to tire mind, but 
full-time or move on to the dotty, silly little 

other matters. I got it into snippets of life before' 

my head that I was and after close of play, 

missing'the rugger Like Dying inio (I think) 














Montserrat In the next 
seat to Geoffrey B. and 
noticing, when he 
opened his famous 
tooled-leather 
businessman's briefcase 
to gel out his whacking, 
heavyweight Robert 
Ludlum novel, that the 
rest of the case was 
(literally) rhoc'-full of 
nothing else but neat 
stacks of Cadbury’s 
fruit-and-nut bars. 

There must have been at 
least three dozen In 
there. ‘It's forme energy.’ 
quoth Geoff. 


utter, garlanded 
grandeur and almost 
sheepish modesty of 
Vi!5wanath. that tiny 
one-off with the bashful, 
rnarsupial eyes. There 
vvas a penny-pinching, 
wizard's spell of slow 
bowling by Emburey at 
Trinidad, hour upon 
hour in dark glasses and 
on a batsman's pitch. 
And Vlv's proclaiming, 
inevitable century in 
Antigua's first-ever 
Test—a rasping first-50 
for the island, and a 
careful, coddled. 


Gamer with only one 
determination in his 
sou)—to dedicate his 
defiance to Kenny's 
memory. And how, 
Gooch’s 116 of 
England's 224 all out 
(only two others made 
double figures) was 
heroism of quite 
memorable 
resplendence. 

At Sydney one night, 
under lights—the 
brightest of which was a 
gloriously raging moon, 
hung dramatically in the 
purply-black South 


dismissive 

unconcemedttes^a^', - 

BothEun at Indore tWo' / 
winters later, when the ^ 
Baron ofBeefy bazotfica'tl. 
122 against Cjsntral .. 
Zone in 48 mlnutesand 
off48b8dls—having '■ 
blocked 11 of tl^ first 14 
balls he received. When 
Botham posted his 
century, Gatting, at the 
otherend. had 
generously scored but 
three solitary singles. 

And on and on. the ■, 
nickering memory spool 
careers back. 



Gundappa Viswanath's 
centuries are a combine 
of utter grandeur and 
sheepish modesty 


Cricket to savour on 
those three toi irs of 
mine. Like a 
square-drive by Clive 
L]<^d in Barbados, 
played late off the front 
foot, which was as 
withering as it was 
breath-taking. Ora 
double-century at 
Madras which combined 
the unlikely mix of the 


considered second-50 as 
a wedding-present for 
Miriam. 

Then there was 
Holding's sadistically 
lethal-^carily 
enthralling—opening 
over which unstrung 
Boycott at 

Bridgetown.Tfiat was in 
the afiemoon of the 
cataclysmic day that 
darling Ken Barrington 
was to die. Next innings, 
his eyes still moist with 
tears, young Gooch goes 
out to face Holding, 
Roberts. Croft, and 


Pacific skies—the 
corrot-topped Bairstow 
bristled out to Join his 
compatriot Gr^am 
Stevenson with three 
overs and two wickets 
left, and 35 to get against 
Australia. Lill^ 
Ihompson, bless her 
bitchiness, was pawing 
the earth, and The Hill 
was hotting and happy. 
Said Bairstow as he 
greeted his mate. 
.‘Evenin', isd. I redcqin 
we can piss this, 
y'know.'. They did too/ /, 
^mostwithuiesam^' >'' 


higgledy-piggledy... Qatt 
with his IntermlnfUsle 
tapes of his beloved 
Tolkien’s Lord of the 
Rings: WilUs with his 
pills and his potions and 
his humouns, his grit 
and his coiuage. and the 
full «mrks ofWodbhouse 
in hisBbg; Bob Taylor 
exjchan^ng smiles in a 
mutiual admiration 
society with Mother 
Teresa; Botham’s i^ter 
hooiaymatuihJp V ^ 
everywhere; ditto' ' „ i 
Gower’s slit^d^s 
charm bodi ^ 








WUIIt^pnlad with him 
plIhL^itens. humour 
and thipmipMo worics 
of P.fiKWodehouse . 


and away from it: ‘Sir 
peofTr^’a. truly ^ubllnjie 
MrenlQI^s if he*d 
climbed Everest after a 
lifetime of tiying-^-the 
evening he took his pads 
off at Delhi the day ^ore 
Christmas, having 
broken Sri Garfield’s all 
time Test record.of8032. 
And haying cfamie ft, 

^thln a fortnight, he* 

' wasgohe.*',, 

-• Onfourtthsufiephope , 

<foihlnatimihje4aymdra 


than bat or ball. There ' 
was dappy Don Mosey, 
that duke of 
dlsgruntlement. finally 
getting through to the 
BBC sports-room from 
the banks of the Berblce 
River in downtown, 
downtrodden Guyana, 
They were all out at 
lunch.Only a temp was 
on. ‘1 don't knowwhoyou 
arc, but do you want to 
give some news?* she 
asked. ‘No‘. spat the 


Another time, at 
jammu where we 
needed hot-water bottles 
and could see the 
Hlmalfyas from the 
bedroom windows of the 
Hotel Asia, two nights 
running ‘Ernie Embers' 
tried to ring his Suzie in 
Melbourne. Both times 
he was told 'Suzie Is out 
at the cafe with Kurt,' 
Embers felt hurt about 
Kurt. Third night of 
calling, the same 

the Central Zone will not 


'this is not Australia, this 
is Maubendorf. Austria. ’ 

From Bombay one Test 
match day. I was 
connected, for once on a 
surprisingly good line, to 
the Guardian's copy 
takers in London, 
dictated my breathless, 
deathless, acres of 
Waflfle. hung up and 
went out to scrounge a 
drink. Next morning. 

that estimable paper. 

The Hindu, was 
delivered with breakfast. 


Ian Botham's mauling of 

be forgotten: 122 off 48 balls 






lion Of I 

to^snpfocf 







^j^mpeitH*of irony. Jowls 
;#-i^blc,ashe 
slammed down the 
phone. T wantgo give a 
pintc^bloodf 


answer.' Are you sure 
that's Melbourne 
whatever-the-numbcr 
was7 asked Emburey.* 
Oh no.' said the voice. 


It carried my report, 
word for word. I rang the 
Guardian in a panic. Had 
they got my stuff 
yesterday? 'Sure.' they 
said, 'best and most 
literate piec'c you've done 
alUour—andwe 
presume It was a bit of a 
crossed-wire so 
scrubbed out the byline 
■■K.N.PrabhuofTfie 
Hindu", right'?' 

Right. It was lime to 
move on: and tend to the 
ruffi^: as well as those 
roses. 

WtSOEN CRICKET MONTHLY 
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WUIs Western Indian Open,>Qoif 
Bombay, Jan. 8 to 11. •, 

AustralianOpenTennis, Jan. 14 ^ 
to 26 at Melbourne. 

Aslan Championships Squash 
(MenI, Jan. 15 to 28 at Peshawar, 
Duieep Trophy. from January 8 
to 28 in the West Zone (dates and 
venues to be decided).. 


M I I \ l>IO\ 


Live telecast of India's matcties. 
in the Benson and HedgSs, World 
Series Cricket (for details see 
Calendar). 

Live telecast of singles final of 
53id Senior National Table Tennte 
Championship at Bombay,-Jan. 21 

Live telecast of final of 1 st leg of 
Satellite Circuit Tennis, Bombay. 
Jan. 5. 

Live telecast of final of 2nd leg of 
Satellite Circuit Tennis, Pune. Jan. 
12 . 

Live telecast of final of Rafiv 
Gandhi International. uncter*21 
Football, Jamshedpur, Jan. 17. 

Live telecast of India's matches 
in 6th Indira Gandhi international 
Hockey Tournament (for details 
see Calendar). 


K \l)l(» 


Running commentary, broadcast 
from radio Australia of India's Test 
matches and Benson and Hedges ' 
World Senes Cricket one-day 
internationals. 

Running commentary, in Hindi 
and engiish, on the national 
network, of India's matches in the 
6th Indira Gandhi international 
Hockey Tournament. 

Running commentary in Hindi 
and English of India's matches in . 
Rajiv Gandhi International U-21 
Football T oumament. 

Running commentary on final of 
Duieep Trophy. 


COMPILED BY NOVY KAPAD!.<A 

























Wherein lies 
our strength? 


T he cricket in Australia 
proved the fact that the 
strenftth of our batting 
lineup Is only on paper. 
We went there as the team with the 
best batting lineup but then time 
and time again it has crumbled 
under pressure. TVue. in a game of 
cricket every team has Us bad days 
but the alarming regularity with 
which the Indians are crumbling 
leaves us with no consolation. 
Sheer lack of dedication, 
application and tenacity on part of 
our frontline batsmen saw the 
Australians not even having to 
exert themselves in order to defeat 
us. It is high time the Indians 
shook off this lethargic attitude 
and become more responsible. 
Otherwise the days ahead of us are 
certainly going to be more gloomy. 
SABO/SEN, 

Calcutta. 


TT was really disappointing for 
JLthc Indian fans to see this 
abysmal performance from their 
cricketers. Down Under. And that 
too it Is our much fancied batsmen 
wrtio let us down. When we left for 
Australia, batting was reportedly 
our strength because we had the 
best batting hne up. Now the onus 
lies on our bowlers to see us out of 
trouble In every match. And what a 
wonderful Job they’ve been doing. 
They are bowling well, and then 
getting us the runs. Srinath is one 
bowler who certainly impressed 
everyone. Here’s wishing him all 
the best and hoping that the 
batting line-up gets their act 
together before the World Cup. 
A.M.MOHD. YOUNUS, 

Madras. 


YATITH the batting maestrosjust 
Ww not finding their form in 
Australia, all hopes of it being an 
Indian Summer Down Under have 
been washed away. One thought 
that this series would be an 
interesting one but the matches ko 
fiu-have notimpressed.In the 
circurastances it is imperative that 
batting-order apply themselves 



Srinath was ona Indian who kapt 
the Australians on their toes 

more to the job and get back the 
confidence and motivation that 
these losses have taken away from 
them Here’s hoping that they will 
ri.se to the occasion and prove t hat 
Indian cricket Is still a force to 
reckon with. 

SRJNIVAS NYAPATHY, 
Hs^ahmundiy. 


Wliat’s life without 
passion? 


Argentine President. Carlos 
Menem. (What’s life without 
risks?) in the Issue dated 11-17 
December made interesting 
reading. Other than John Major 
one catmot think of another 
head-of-state who has a passion 
for sport. It is no wonder then that 
the Argentinian ^cer team 
remains one of the best in the world. 
ARTAMISHtiA, 

Cuttack. I 


Back from the cold 


I F the Indian batsmen were so 
badly exposed in Australia It was 
only because of some superb 
bowling spells from Craig 
McDermott. He is one bowlerwho* 
has the nippy pace and at the same 
time can vary his balls to outplay 
the batsmen. And to think that Just 
a couple of summers ago all cricket 
lovers had written him off. but his 
performances Edter he came back 
on the scene were as inspired as his 
game before. It seems Uke he htul 
never ISft the cricketing arena. 

If someone exemplifies the 
’never-say-dle’ attitude it Is 
McDermott. Hie Indian ericketers 
could certainty tal^e a MSdon or two 
from him on what tenacity la all 
about. Keep going McDermott. 
Show to the world that you are far 
j^rom finished. 

SUNEEJm. G. V 


The pMterphotagraph ctKaptlDev 
tntt:&im»latjyStUiduArw» 
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BY MARSHA BHOGLE, BRISBANE 





The Haryana 


Hurricane has 


hit Australia. 


Batsmen are 




take cover 


Brisbane, December 1. Dean 
Jones b Kapil Dev O, 

Perth. Decembers. Haynes c More 
bKapUDevO; 

Adelaide. December 15. Boon b 
KapIlDevS. 

Add to that the Ranji Trophy win. 
where he bowled beautifully on a 
dead wicket and in unbearable 
conditions. And the Irani Trophy, 
also resting in the Haryana Cricket 
Association's showcase. And 
becoming the first bowler to get 200 
wickets In one-day cricket. And 
reaching380wickets (at the time of 
writing. And batting as well as he 
would like to. 


P RESENTING Kapil 
Dev Model’91. 

1991: ayear that 
Kapil Dev would want 
to preserve forever? 
Keep pages from the 
calendar for posterity? Not quite. 
"When you have played for Edmost 
15 years, every year is like another. 
But I am very proud of the Ranji 
Ttophy and the Irani Trophy 
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because Haiyana Is such a small 
state and does not pnxiuce too 
many cricketers. It's a great feeling 
because those boys know what it Is 
to win now. But what I would like to 
remember 1991 by Is that it was 
one more year that I went through 
without having to miss a Test or a 
one-day international. As you start 
growing older these things start 
meaning more to you.” 

Indeed, Kapil Dev's fitness 
record has been one of the most i 
enviable in the history of Test 
cricket. 111 matches and over 175 
one-day internationals without 
having to miss any on grounds of 
fitness. It'sarecoid he hopes to cany 
Into the next couple of years. "My 
only goal. If you want to put it that 
way. Is to continue with this fitness 
record. The other things keep ■ 
happening. But this Is something 
that I want to preserve." 

That seemed a bit strange 
because the world would have us 
believe that Kapil Dev dreams of 
wicket number432 every night. 

"Oh no," he laughs. "1 don't worry 
about it. I mean, if 1 am fit enou^ 
and good enough to play for India. 



the record has to come to me. As of 
now, it's not on my mind. It's only in 
the mind of the Press. I'm setting 
smaller targets. My first target is to 
reach 400. Hien I will look at 425. 
Alter that it depends on how long 
my body carries me." 

That body is a superb specimen 
so far but obviously. KapU is 
hoping to have It stay that way. And 
he makes no secret of the fact that 
he would like to return to his 
original role of strike bowler. "I've 
done the donkey's work for a long 
time. I'm fit but I am not the guy I 
was eight years ago. When you 
bowl in 1 lOTests. you don't grow 
younger. And now I see myself 
bowling In short attacking bursts. 
Luckily for us, Manoj is bowling 
well and I'm so impressed by 
Srinath. 1 only pray he maintains 
his fitness and speed. With these 
guys around I don't have to bowl all 
the time. Of course. It depends on 
how the captain wants to use me. If 
he thinks I am more useful to the 
side as a stock bowler, that is up to 
him. But I would prefer to be an 
attacking bowler from now on." 

And one of his crucial weapons, 
the out-swlnger. Is back in his 
armoury and he’s bowling It with 
the control of old. A couple of 

















111 T9stsand175on«-day 
Internationals. 

Fitness has nevar been Kapil’s 
problem 


months ago. he had told Tiger 
Pataudl that he was getting his 
out-swinger back. Kapil explains 
what he meant. "With such a lot of 
one-day cricket, a bowler is forced 
to bowl defensively, bowl close to 
the body and as anresult, you tend 
to bowl the Incoming ball. But I'm 
going for the wickets now and the 
out-swinger is the wicket taking - 
ball. If you think defensively, you 
hesitate to bowl too mat^ 
out-swmgers because, often, even 
agoo<l out-swinger can be called a 
wlde.'But today, I don't mind 
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bowling It even if it is called wide of the pressure situations. "They 

occasionally. And I have probably have to learn to bowl in these 

bowled more wldes in the last 15 situations. That is why I am 

games than 1 had in the previous bowling longer first spells these 

40." days." 


This has edso coincided with 
some excellent first spells and 
almost invariabty th^ have 
produced a wicket. In ai^ case, 
they’re more economical. Kapil 
believes it has a bit to do with his 
wlcket'taklng ball. "When a 
batsman knows that ball is 
coming, he won't take chances. So 
you see wicket-taking and 
economy are related Issue^tn 
one-day cricket" 

Kapil also believes diat with an 
tyc to the fUture. the youngsters 
should now stall t^ng over some 
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What does he see in the future? 
What does 1992 hold for him? 

"Luckily, there is more 
international cricket this year than 
in 1991. And hopefully, it will be on 
better wickets. Uke we are getting 
here in Australia. The wickets are 
doing something and it is a 
pleasure bowlii^ here. I think our 
performance here shows what 
Indians are capable of on receptive 
tracks. And I sirx;erely hope that 
for 1992, we have better, and 
quicker wickets back home. It will 
encourage quick bowlers in India 
^d allow otir batsmen to get used 
to these nmditlons instead of 
havli^ to adapt after coming here." 

Not quite the first appeal that, is 





































































I T'S the season of good 
cheer and Subrdto 
Banerjee muses at 
Christmas decorations. 
Banerjee's performances 
brought a lot of cheer to the 
Indian camp and (top left) 
he rings home to convey 
the good tidings 
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BOQMMATESJawagal 
■m Srinadiand 
Krishnamachari Srikkanth 
couldn’t be more dHlsrent 
In temperament and 
personality but they 
complemelit each other as 
do ebony and ivory on the 
i^boards 
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Take Five 


Hitting his rh3rthm from day one, Zeeshan Ali 


won his fifth national tennis championships 


j| BY ROHITBRIJNATH | 


NIKHH. BHATTACHARYA 


L et me tell you 
about Enrico 
PIpemo. He Is 
31 years old, in 
tennis terms that would 
suggest someone looking 
back at his prime, not 
forward. He has a 
wonderful wife and a ilve- 
month-old daughter and 
now equally adept at 
changing nappies as he 
is in swatting tennis 
balls. Pipemo is an 


Ali playing 
witnanicy 
cool, 
almost 
arrogant, 
confidence 
(and why 
not) strolled 
tohlsntth 
noHortal 
titie with the 
ease of man 
worklrraout 
a chlias 
. Ikisow 




entertainer, a player 
whose Jollity is a flne 
mask for a fertile tennis 
brain. But he is not an 
aspiring champion for 
those days of aspiring 
are quickly passing. So 
when Plpemo-and 
hastily one must add. 
this is said without 
malice or disrespect to 
him—is seeded No. 2 at 
the Nationals and 
reaches the seml-flnals. 
then there is something 


' i-: Jife. 


intrinsically wrong with 
Indian tennis. There are 
players In their teens 
and their early 20s who 
should be treating 
Pipemo like a li^t 
lunch, instead he is 
causing them awful 
types of indigestion, 
vi^lch lawhy when Rohlt 
Reddy Anally took 
Pipemo out. with 
dilRculty one may add 
(11-9 in the third) a 
ragged clteer of sorts 
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went up. Someone had 
Anally passed the 
PlpenioTest. 

But more of that later, 
the champion awaits. 
Syed Zeeshan Ali to be 
precise. With the 
absence ofRohit Rajpal. 
Leander Paes and Asif 
IsmaU (all Injured) and 
the inherent chasm In 
skills between All and 
the rest, eveiythlng 
pointed to lopsided 
encounters. Exactly 
what happened. 

AU. playing with an icy 
cool, almost arrogant. 
conAdence (and why not) 
strolled to his AAh 
national title with the 
ease of a man working 
out a child’s jigsaw 
puzzle, losing a scant 23 
games in Ave matches 
U1 sets). Once ranked 
No. 127 In the world. All 
did not belong on the 
South Club sunshine 
lawns—it was almost as 
Ifhethof^t. "HelMVe 
got a week free, let me 
pick up some easy 
money". And he did. Rs 
35.500. 

A conAdent All Is one of 
the more graceful yet 
elusive sights In Indian 
tennis. Graceful because 
he is a sleek machine, 
assured in strokeplay. 
gliding shots eflbitlessly 
wdiere he would like. Yet 
elusive Is the balancing 
factor, for AU's 
conAdence Is like a 
whimsical lover, it comes 
and goes, and when 
shaken his game betrays 
him. 

But at the Nationals 
there was none of that. 

He beat three young 
hopefuls—Sandeep 
Klrtane. Mark Ferreira, 
Rohit 

Reddy-comprehensivel- 
y. In each case not so 
much unearthing but 
exposing his opponent’s 
Umitations. 
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Reddy: fine attitude 

—Klrtane. lacking feci 
and rhythm, like some 
hungover guitarist, won 
two games oiT Alt: a bad 
day at the olllce to be 
kind, but what was 
disheartening was his 
tactical naivety. With his 
flat halting style not 
working, had Kirtane 
merely used topspin to 
keep the ball in play, he 
Just may have rcovered 
some of his rhythm and a 
little more pride. 

—Ferreira, leaner, 
snappier, less truculent, 
moves like a bird on 
court but has no muscle: 
the lack of one big shot 
continues to hurt him 
and Ali wasn't in a 
generous mood. 

—Reddy, of whom 
much is to be said, was 
marvellously deceived by 
a sucesslon of feathery 
lobs by Ali. the young 
man's lack of Inches 
being exploited to the full. 

While All's .savage 
destruction of the rest 


White All’s 
savage 
dedructlon 
ofttterest 
was 

InevHabte 
thi» hardly 
stirring, the 
drama, and 
' there was 
' much 
preiylngfdr 
sdihe,was 
cteHvered 
r-.' to teihtt 
'-ifeady ■■ 






was inevltaDle, thus 
hardly stirring, the 
drama, and there was 
much praying for some, 
was delivered Rohlt 
Reddy. 

Cheeks pumping air 
like bellows, cap rucked 
on his head Courier-like. 


sentences punctuated 
with 'Sir*, shy schoolboy 
charm, and a restless 
spirit and a continuing 
courage on court. Squat, 
sluitty. tik^ a muscM 
bmc he is everywhere on 
court. If his strokes, 
excluding his 


impedihbly controlled 
backhand, are not 
overwhelming, his 
attitude for sure is 
shining. 

Who dares wins, is adiat 
the Special Air 
ServicesiSAS) is all 
about, and so tooReddy. 
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RiM(i|y play&}Uce he 
. looks-^'^td. For $ 


vt}^e)^^th alarming 
m^fiaoe.pfoklRgscttne . 
up off|ri» 9 hp 61 ae<Mnytth 
Ii4<d^(acitp Qim^Qphi ikA 
19 ^^ aesoda^d'hlm 


-with. His match against' 
Plpemo. where play . 
fluctua^ madtyand 
courage was never in 
sh^ measure, 
muinin^tedlAldly a 
sh^lfi^imtlbnals. 


soporific first set from a 
lethaigic Plpemo. Reddy 
grew tentative In the 
second, enough for 
Plpemo to even matters. 
Then, madness in the 
third. At 1* 1.40.15 
Reddy served what 


seemed a second serve 
ace. The chair umpire 
called, tjame' and Reddy 
sat down and towelled 
himself off. Rpemo 
however stay^ on court, 
and with the linesman 
nowsaylr^the serve was 
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LEANOERPAES& 

ZEESHANAU 

As the Nationals got over 
and the courts emptied out, 
two men stayed on—quietly, 
deliberately, practialfqi, 
hour after hour. Bengal's 
best, Pass and All were 
caught by our photographer 
as they relaxed after a 
gruelling work-out. After 
much talking and laughing, 
It was racket testing time, as 
Ail borrowed Paes’ Prince to 
, see if he IHced it. We don’t 
know what bethought, but 
we’ii be watchino when 
Bengal’s two Princes play 
doubles together on the 
•etellito circuit 
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Pipemo: still good after all these years 


long (thus a doubli* fault) 
approached the chair. 

The umpire. oh\iously 
intimidated, asked 
Reddy to get up and 
resume the game, anti 
not .surprisingly Reddy, 
hjseoneentration 
.shatten'd. was broken. 
Maieh over'.-' Not on your 
life. Reddy, hitting his ' 
returns in.stead of 
pushing them, saved a 
mateli point as Fiperno 
serv'ed at 5-4. broke back 
and then held his nerve 
to lake the third set 11 -9 
on his third match poini. 

"My best win ever" 
beamed Reddy, yet 
untortunalely. though 
an old groin injury 
resurfaced ("but it did 
not alTeet me", he 
explained), he was 
unable to carry hts 
positive slate of mind 
into the final. While 
beating Alt appeared an 
Illusion. Reddy's 
traumatic attack of 
nerves whcreu|Jon he 
lost the first set 0-6 was a 
disappointment— the 
advantage of being the 
underdog, a significant 
advantage at that, 
appeared to have slipped 
hts mind. 

The Indian satellite in 


the New Year, where 
Indian pkayers hopefully 
will be given all the wild 
cards, proxides a perfect 
op|)ortunity for Reddy to 
consolidate his good 
work—confidence 
breeds confidence 
breeds good play, and for 
young players like him. 
whose careers only 
threaten to take off. this 
could be the kirk start he 
needed. We shall sec. 

Iftiie Nationals, in a 
larger perspective, 
ofi'ered negligible 
pleasure. It waslrecause 
we see the same players 
come year after year with 
nothing new to olTer. It is 
almost as if (he mere 
bastes—hitting balls for 
a few hours each 
day—arc iH'lng followed, 
without understanding 
it is (he peripheral 
as[)ccls of the game that 
need work. Speed work, 
weight training, diet 
control, wanning up and 
warming down correct ly. 
motivation. 

attitude—these are the 
truths of tennis today. 
Forget the old timers 
resigned to iKdng 
jounieymen; this ts for 
the young who hope but 
often leave it at that.# 





















Interesting and 
funny news from the 
crtciceting world. 


eWESI” INDIES opener Gordon Greenldge has 
effectively retired from Test cricket. The 
Barbadian opener. 40, was left out of the West 
Indian team currently touring Australia, but he 
was upset to learn of his omission—and the 
selectors’ new youth policy—from the Press. 
Greenldge said that he does not want to play any 
further matches under the auspices of the West 
Indies Cricket Board. In his lOSTests. 
Greenldge scored 7558 runs (41.72). a number 
exceeded only by Vivian Richards and Gany 
Sobers among West Indians. He scored 19 Test 
centuries, the first of them (107) In his maiden 
Test appearance, against India at Bangalore in 
1974-75. At Ix)rd's in 1984. his 214 not out 
guided West Indies to an improbable 
nine-wicket victory, but 1 he highest of his four 
Test double-centuries—226—came as recently 
as last April, against Australia in his native 
Barbados. That innings ensured his place for 
the 1991 tour of England—his fifth—but a 
serious knee injury early In the tour kept him 
out of the Test series. Greenldge. who holds the 
West Indian first-wicket partnership records 
against all their opponents, had many 
successful seasons for Hampshire, opening in 
his early days with South African star Barry 
Richards. 

9Batimnn Phil Robinson, 28. who asked to be 
released by Yorkshire at the end of last season, 
has not been able to find a new county. The 
problem lies with a TCCB regulation—which 
prevents counties from recruiting more than 
two 'contested'signings In a five-year period. 
Robinson, who has a career balling average of 
35.85, has asked Yorkshire to re-classifv his 
registration as 'non-contested.' 

# Windsor Castle came under attack when Ian 
Botham opened a shopping centre at Slough 
recently. A giant helium-filled balloon, in the 
shape of a cricket ball, came kmse from its 
moorings and drifted towards WiiKlsor Castle 
before veering away from the Royal residence at 
the last minute. ‘Luckily It was an out-swinger,’ 
commented one of the castle groundsmen. 

•The United Cricket Board of South Africa has 
Indicated that only players holding the Cricket 
Council's advanc^ coaching badge will be 
invited to coach there In future. 

#The Australian Cricket Board has asked 

Gordon Graenldcw calls it • dav 



Channel 9 to stop screening a commercial, 
promol ing the World Series Cup. which features 
the ‘si edging' incident between Ian Healy and 
Desmond Haynes from the Bridgetown Test last 
April. 

•Larry Gomes. 38, who scored 3171 runs In 60 
Tests for West Indies, stood as the National 
Alliance for Reconstruction party's candidate 
fortheArlma seat In TUnldad’sgeneral election. 
•Wayne Phillips (121) and Dean Jq^j^.(214) 
















ad<MS^lor{He«ei^dwici$6U^Vtc^ , 
recoil against SotjUi.‘Austr^la.,ttUM^bourhe in- 
November, It was t]3£ second double centiiiy of 
the season for Jones, who passed a career 
aggregate of 10,000. hrst-class runs during his 
Innings. Later in the match ^'s new captain 
Jamie Siddons—aViclodan player himself until 
this season-4iad a cheekbone imctured by a , 
Mcrv Hughes bouncer.To add insult to injury," 
Siddons collapsed onto his stumps to be out for 
a first-ball duck. Victorian captain Simon 
O’Donnell called for doctors to be present at all 
Australian Orst-class matches: Siddons had to 
wait more than 30 minutes for medical 
attenUon to arrive. 

•Warwickshire are to undertake a two-week 
pre-season tour of South Africa, where they will 
be based in Cape Town, the winter home of their 
coach Bob Woolmer. 

% Former South African Test oBspinnerJohn 
Tralcos,now44,basbeennamedlna 
preliminary 20-man squad from which 
Zimbabwe’s final World Cup team of 14 will be 

















David Gower announces his engagement 


chosen. 

•Alan Ramage, 34, who played for Yorkshire as 
a fast bowler in 23 matches between 1979-83. 
has been jailed for six months for accepting 
bribes and favours from corrupt Scarborough 
antiques dealer John Walsh. Walsh, who was 
jailed for seven years, handled goods worth 
£1.25 million stolen in violent raids on country 
houses in the north of England. Ramage was 
one of 30 people who lied in court in attempts to 
protect Walsh. 

•Newcomers Durham will start their County 
Championship career with a home match at the 
Durham University ground against 
Leicestershire on April 25. This will be preceded 
by their first Sunday league match, against 
Lancashire on April 19. Durham's other county 
matches will be played at Chester-le-Street, 
Darlington, Gateshead Fell, Hartlepool and 
Stockton. Cricket's newest first-class county 
has alrearfy attracted neatly3000members. 
•Durham have confirmed ttiat Simon Hughes, 
the 32-year-old Middlesex medium-pacer, will 
be Joining them for the new season. Director of 
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accident. 

^Hampshire and Errand batsman David 
Gower has announf^bls engagement to 
girlfriend Thoirun Nash. 

#The Wills Cup, Pakistan's national one-day 
competition, had a confusing ending when 
Habib Bank were awarded victory when PIA 
faUed to bowl their overs In the allotted time. PIA 
scored 234 for 8 In 43 overs (Shoaib Mohammad 
74, Man of the Match Zahid Fa;uil 82. Akram 
Ra7.a 4 for 50). to which Habib Bank repllad with 
214 for 5 in 39 overs )Aamer Sohali 53, IJaz 
Ahmed 71. Salim Malik 44). Habib Bank were 
awarded 10 penalty runs for each of the 
unbowled overs, taking their score to 254 and 
earning them victory. 


Merv Hui^es’lethal attack 


















*# ^ 




A;*? 


, Ki+V; 

sm 




Ian Botham has a narrow escape 

cricket Geoff Cook completed his squad of 22 by 
signing the former Worcestershire fast bowler ■ 
Steve McEwan. 29. Durham's players will have 
a cliance to get to know each other during a 
month-long preseason tour of Zimbabwe. 
9Former Australian wicketkeeper Tim Zoehrer 
handed his pads and gloves to team-mate Mike 
Veletta during the WA-SA Shield match at 
Adelaide, and proceeded to take 5 for 58 from 22 
overs ofl^spln. Zbehrer. 30. added two more 
vdckets in the second Innings. 

#Ashraf-ul-Haq, the Bangladeshi delegate at 
the recent ICC meetlr^ in Sharjah at which 
South Africa were admitted to the World Cup, 
was badly injured In a car crash shortly after the 
meeting. His wife, Sablra. was killed In the 
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^DenaJUfJUUee and Graham McKenzie, who 
between them took 601 Test wickets for 
Australia, played for an Australian Cricket 
BoardCfiatrman’sXlatI^rth in the Hrst watch 
of India's lour. Uliee, now 42, took one wicket, 
while 50-year-old McKenzie dismissed Ravi 
■Shastri andSanJay Manjrekar. Ullec's fonner 
kew-txdl partner JeffiThomson. now 
Queensland’s cQach. aldo made a retutn'to 'big' 
cricket: he fielded as substitute during the 
Sheffield Shield match against SA at Brisbane. 
PLanrashire have signed 21-year-old fast 
bowler Steven Jack as tbelr overseas player for 
1992. Jack, who plays for Transvaal is a 
short-term replacement for Wasim Akram. who 
will be touring with Pakistan. Surrey, too. are 
expected to sign a Semth African stopage for a 
Pakistani fast bowler: 26-year-old Craig 
Matthews of Western Province, who played in 
the recent historic series in India, is expected to 
replace Waqar Younis at ITie Oval. Surrey 
moved for Matthews after the TCCB refused to 
allow them to sign EIzra Moseley, the West 
Indian fast bowler, because he has already 
played county cricket (for Glamorgan). • 

Larry Gomes stands for'election 
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ANMIAL OIICKET STATISTICAL SURVEY 


M 



KaptI Dev has also become the highest combined wicket taker in intemationsd cricket fdllowlng his 
two wicket haul in the EJenson and Hedges World Series Cup first match against West Indies, by' 
claiming Richie Richardson in Perth on December 6,199i 1. VssaiVn talfy of wickets reached S90on that- 
(iay (210 wickets in one day Internationals and 380 in Test cricket) and It surpassed ar Richaird 
Hadlee's 589wickets {158 in limited overs cricket and 431 jin Test cricket 

Kapil also became the second highest wicket taker in Te^ cricket al^i^ with Ism Rotham of Qi^land 
(380wickets) on the third day 6f the first Test between India and Anst^to In ^i^^ane ^ Deceipber-l. 
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1991 CRICKET MILESTONES 11 


* Kapil Dev Nikhan) became the second Indian and the fifth bowler In the world after Jalaluddin 
(Pakistan Vs. Australia, Hyderabad. 1982-83). Bruce Reid [Australia Vs. New Zealand, Sydney. 
1985-86). ChetanSharma (India Vs. New Zealand. Nagpur. 1987) and WasimAkramflWlce) 
[Pakistan Vs. West Indies, Shaijah. 1989-90 and Pakistan Vs. Australia. Shaijah, 89-90) to achieve a 
hattrick in one-day Internationals in the final match of the fourth Asia Cup cricket on January 4 at the 
Eklcn Gardens. 

Kapil Dev also became the first bowler in the world to capture 200 wickets in limited overs cricket by 
dismissing Winston Benjamin in t he match between India and the West Indies on October 22. 1991 

during the .Shaijah Wills Trophy. Incidentally, it was Kapil's 166th one-day match. 

• * 






' COMPILED BY HARI PRASAD CHATTOPADHYAY 



rESTS AND ONE DAY INTERNATIONALS 

* Martin Crowe and Andrew Jfjncs oINew Zealand posted a world record parlncrshlp lor any wicket in 
Test cricket by scoring? 467 runs for the third wic ket in the sec'ond innings ofthe first Test at 
Wclltngton. during the three Test series against Sri Lanka. The partnership, in wiilcli both players 
made c'areer best scores, was the highest in the hisloiy ofTest cricket. Martin Crowe was out off the 
last ball ofthe match for 299 and Andrew Jones dismissed an hour earlier for 186. beat the precious 
best Test pari nership of 4.') 1 runs. 

Australian batsman Bill Fonsiord (2661 and Sir Don Bradman (244) added 451 nins for the second 
wicket against England in 1934 at TlieOval. 48years later. Pakistanis Mudassar Na/ar (231) and 
Javed Miandad (280*) equalled that record by scoring the same runs Ibr the third wicket against India 
at 1 lydcrabacl (Sind) in 1982-83) 



♦ 

•Tlie innings of299 by Martin Crowe in Wellington set New Zealand’s highest individual innings 
record, outstripping the 259 scored by Glenn"hirner against West Indies in Georgetown during the 
1971-72 series. 

Sri Lankan captain Aravinda De' Silva in the first innings ofthe same Test scored 267 runs and thus 
surpassed Brendon Kunippu’s earlier record 0(1201*. made against New Zealand in the 1987 
Colombo Test. 

• Rumesh Ratnayake became (he highest wicket taker for Sri I.anka in Test cricket by sur]>assing 
AsanthaDe Mel’s 59 wickets in 17Tests. Ratnayake captured five wickets in the first innings ofthe 
second Test against NcwZealand at Hamilton in the three Test series. 1991 (Febniary-March). These 
five wickets took his tally to 61 in ISTests. 

• New Zealand wicket keeper Ian Smith equalled the world record of seven Test dismissals in an 
Innings, In the second Test at Hamilton against Sri Lanka in February. 1991. Graeme Labrooy. was 





Smith s seventh victim Smith equalled the record set by Pakistan s Wasim Bari af^ainst New2^aland 
in Auc kland and Entiland s Ikiblnylor against India in Bombay in the 1980 Golden Jubilee Test. 

• Andrew Jones lief ame the first New Zealander to scor^ three centimes in consecuhve innings—186 
in the set ond innings oi the first Test, Wellington 122 and 100* in both innings of the second Test at 
Ilamllton against bn I.ankain the three Test senes in 1991 He also became the third New Zealand 
batsman lost ore.»century in each innings olaTest after Glenn TumerdOl and 110—against 
Aiisti alia in Chi istt Inn thin 1973 74) and Geoff Howarth (122 and 102—against England in 

Aut kland ill 1977 78) 

Sn L.inkan Asanka Gurusmghe also accomplished the same perfomiance at Hamilton by sconng 
119 in tile first and 102 in the set ond innings Only one othei Sn Lankan batsman, Duleep Mendis 
St oi t tl a t entury in btilli the innings of a Test against India at Madras. 1982 ' 

* Sn 1 .arika st oi ed 325 nins on t he first day in the third Test against New Zealand in Auc kland It was 
the highest st oi e by Sn Lanka scored on a day in Test ent ket 

♦Vivian Rit haidsbctamethi highest run getter ioi West Indies in Test tiicket on way to an unbeaten 
52 against Australia in the secoiul innings of the first Test in the five Test senes 1991 by surpassing 
(jarlield Sobers s 8032 runs 



* Hie most important int iilent foi t nt ket In 1991 was South Africa s re-entry into international cncket 

after a gap ol 21 yeai s and eight months 'Hiey made their induction by playing a one day match 
against India on November 10 at the Eden Gardens South Afric a, thus became the twelvth country 
to plav in olfieial one day internationals, preceded England, Australia West Indies, Pakistan, New 

Zealand Indi<i SiiLahka East Africa. Canada Zimbabwe and Bangladesh. 

* Keplei Wessels made history by becoming the 111 st player to appear for two countries in one day 
intei nationals I le played lor Australia and has now turned out for South Africa Wessels earlier 
played 54 one day internationals for Australia 

‘ * At 42 years and 110 days. Clive Rice became the third player—after Norman Gifford of England (44 
years and 358 days) and D. Pringle of East Africa (43 years)—to make his debut in onaday 
internationals 

* Kepler Wessels scored his fifteenth half century in his 55th one day international and his first for 
South Africa at Eden Gardens on November 10. 

* Allan Donald captured five wickets against India at Eden Gardens thus becoming the first South 
Alrlcan bowler to do so in one day internationals. His bowling figures read 8.4*0-29>5 

* The third Tie in one day Internationals was played between West Indies and Pakistan at the Oaddafl 
Stadium on November 22. 






• Pakistani pace bowler Aaqib Javed's amazing figures of 10-1 -37-7 against India in the Wills Trophy 
final In Shaijah on October25.1991 constituted a new one day bowling record, eclipsing the previous 
best bowling figures of seven for 51 by West Indian paceman Winston Davis. Aaqib also became the 
second bowler to re0ster a hattrick in Shaijah. He took the wickets of Ravi Shastri, Azharuddin and 
Sachin Tendulkar. 

• On April 8.1991. during the third day of the third Test between Australia and West Indies twin 
brothers Steve and Mark Waugh made cricket hlstoiy when they batted together in Australia's first 
innings. 

• Indian captain Mohammed Azharuddln was named one of Wlsden's Cricketers of the Year in 1991. 

• England won a Test match against West Indies on home soil after a gap of 22 Test matches. Tlielr Iasi 
home win against West Indies was in 1969. 

• England captain. Graham Gooch became only the filth Englishman to score more than 7,000 runs in 
Test cricket when he scored 174 against Sri Lanka in the only Test, played in August. 1991. Gooch’s 
centuiy was his seventh in Tests in the last 13 months. 

•Afteragapoflhreeyears. India beatPakistan in limited overs cricket, on October 18.1991 during the 
Shaijah. Wills Trophy. The last time India won against Pakistan was on October 31.1988 in the third 
Asia Cup in Dhaka. In Shaijah itself. India defeated Pakistan aAcr six and a half years. India last won 
in the four nation Rot hmans Cup, on March 22.1985 



* Allan Border created a world record by making his 126t h Test appearance on FYiday. Noveniiier 29. in 
the first Test against India at Brisbane in the ongoing five Test series, 91 92. bettering Indian opener 
Sunft Gavask^'s 125 Tests. 

* KapU Dev became thejoint second highest wicket taker in Test cricket by touching Ian Botham's 380 
wickets in the ArstTest against Australia at Brisbane in the current Ave Tests series. 

* India and West Indies played out the fourth Tie in the history of one day internationals in the current 
Benson and Hedges World Series Cup Competition, on December 6,1991. 

* Ravi Shastri produced his Anest bowling performance in 136 one day internationals capturing Ave 
wickets for only 15 runs in 6.5 overs against Australia in the current World Series Cup In Perth on 
December 8.1991. IncidMitally. it is the best bowling Agures by any Indian in one day internationals. 

* Desmond Hstynes, the West Indian opener completed 7000 runs in one day Internationals as the Arst 
crlcki^er in the world against India in the ongoing World Series Cup match on December 14,1991. 
Haynes reached 7053 runs in his 168th one day match by scoring 89 against India on that day. 


61 






THE OLYMPIC IDEAL 



Money makes the world go round. Money also makes the Olympic Games 
keep going to the mega-rich countries. Is this what the Olympic ideal is 

all about? 



‘ INAN( I hishrullv 
liiiitnph((Io\f I SI ntiini lit Ihi 1M9() 
Siiiiimi 1 ()l\inpi( swill iiol be In Id iii 
Alhi ns the biitli])Iui oltlu modern 
CiiiiKs but in Atlanta the home ol 
Ceie.i ( eila Athens nonetheless seemed<uialmost 
iiUMtahle e hem e 1) itmi>b ee k te»77b H( in hunenn ol 
Alls the ti line swell re m\( d in Athe lusin 
lK9b indthe tiiiike ipit tl h is ilw ivsbein 
f.iMiuiili to sue lessliilK exploit the lenteuirv 
sentiment ioi^itth pi iliiiuin politu ilinst iliility 
thie it ol t< iioiistii pool (iinuiiinie itions end 
tin me 1 il well 111 s t,oloi the e use olhlstoiy 
Inste.iel the lutein ttion.il()l\iiipK Committee 


(lot) we lit ie>i tlKsweet ane 11 of linaiii lal siueess 
romenii'iitlverteilookini. the fae t th ilAiiuiiea 
hosted (he. snmniei (i mu sasitei ntl\ as l9H4(Los 
Aiif*! le sj the C eniimitte e siue uinln <1 to the hue of 
te*levision rev e mu' and t hose Atlanl.i —with most of 
Its inliasti IK tnie aireaely in plae e ovet Athens 
Toronto Melbouuie Manehesteroi Oelgiade 


Ihe fjie e kele lit* III shad only the niselvi s to blame 
Aninsistenee that the 1906Garni swele thtiisby 
iu*hl iindonbtrdly rankle d with the IOC asdid then 
eleventh hcnirolfei of <ilhiec dayriuise citenindthen 
islanelsfeir Ihe 1'i 000athle tesandoffie lalsallet Ihe 
riosint* ee*reniemy 

Yet nionev eifiourse was (he teal key Atlanta 
imnieiilalise din Gone'IVTf/i Fht V/ind committed $7 
million to Its biddmii e anipaifjn intendstospend$l 2 
billion on stattiiif^ the Games and antie ipates an 
ineoiiie of 1 4 billion fienn the entire jamboree 1 he* 
lie>nus])ie)vi ddiflieiilt to irjtiie aftainst As Greek 
PiesieIcntC einstanline Kat ttiianliss<ik1 leannotbul 
exptessmy le'Kiet because the re e init dee ision of the 
IOC disregaieJed thehisleny oftheCnympie Gaines 
and the idesils symbolised by 01)mipianistn 

1 his IS lor (he seventh time that either summei or 
wintei games have gone to the United States this 
e entury And the developing and the third world 
countries have taken this as a rebuff They allege that 
in Its quest foi money the Olympic movement has 
bei ome a private preserve for the super rich nations 




It is this apparent disregard of old ideals t hat has 
brought the Olympics, ff not into downright 
disrepute, then very close to it. Money Is in danger of 
tainting the dream. The Princess Royal, one of 
Britain’s IOC members, criticised the giving of 
presents to IOC represcntiUivcs by the biddingeilics. 
Her personal response was to send all siu’h gifts 
back to where they came from. Her altitude evident ly 
rubbed off on the ioC’s policy-making executive 
board, which has since limited the giving of gifts to $ 
200 per person tmd one trip only to each bidding ('ity. 

The linanc'ial takeover of the Games is another 
worrying trend fora movement desperately needing to 
redress the legacy of Seoul '88. It used to be the taking 
part that mattered; now. with athietics professional in 
all but name, winning appears to be everything. That 
modern ethos brought aiiout the vvorsi moment in the 
history ofthe Games. InSi'oul. Ben Johnson rana 
majestic 100 metres, beating his great nvalCarl 
Lewis and setting a new world rec’ord of 9.79 .seeoiuls, 
only to be stripped ol his title three tlays later alter .v 
routine drugs test proved positive. 

The immediate .shame belonged to Johnson and the 
Canadian team, but athletics compounded the 
disgrace in the aftermath. Johnson vv.is banned for 
Just two years by the International Amateur Athletics 
Federation, and his life ban by Canada has since been 
revoked. All of which makes Johnson eligible lor the 
1992 summer Games In Barcelona 

An Olympic title is like the Holy Grail to 
athlete.s—^the ultimate goal. The lAAF and Canadian 
decisions are widely thought to hav'c shametl 
athlelii's by condoning cheating: a stigma which has 
inevitably alTeeted t he Olympics as well. The ieieal 
already tarnished, what was needed w'as a clear 
statement of intent to anyone else bept on abusing the 
privilege of competing in the world's biggest and 
supposediv most equitable ev'ent. As the former 
president <if the International Olympic Committee. 
I-ord Killanin. referring to Johnson, said, ’ll he is 
guilty, he should be banned from the Olympics for 
life.' it is an altitude which sadly appears to have no 
place in I he modern philosophy. 

Meanwhile, the Games '92 herald a .series of 
changes for the movement, the most prominent being 
the uniilcation ofthe German team.s. The new 
polltiearsystem has had the most marked elTect on 
the old East German set-up. While the elite athletes 
have been snapped up by Western commercial 
interests, with Itetrin Krabbe leading the way. (he rest 


of the old infrastructure has cntmbled. 

The East German training hlc'rarehy was one ofthe 
most efficient and feared in the world. Now (he 

youngest generation of athletes, who would have Ijeen 

• 

given preferential treatment in the old East, will find it 
much harder to come through and survive in open 
competition. The new combined Gennan team, 
though, should be impressively strong. 

While Barcelona introtluees one new 
sport - -baseball—to the Olympies. asvwll as two 
demonstration sports, roller hockey and pelota. more 
Importantly. 1992 is also the last time the summer 
and winter Olympics will be held m the same year. In 
I'cbriuuy the vvinler Games are scheduled to take 
place in Albertville. France. The summer Games, in 
Barcelona. followinJuly. Alter that, the Games will be 
laid cv(*rv' alternate twoyears, so Lilleluimmcr in 
Norway hosts the '94 winter Olympics belore the ’9(i 
summer Olympics are .staged in Atlanta. 

The nllicial reason for the change is that too much 
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work lb involved in staging two Olympics in the same 
year 1 he unofflcial reason one e again cone ems 
money by splitting the wintei and summer Games 
the IOC can expect to let tive tar gieater sums from 
both It lev ision and the main sponsoi s 

riie gi OSS t omniei e lalisation ot the Olympic 
iiKA t ineiit owes its allegiaiu e to thi rise ol television 
jjowt r en thongli they wt re not boin together they 

lia\ i grown togi thi r to suit eat h ol hei s needs 1 he 
(urrent Olympic ti ends dt linitely show that The ever 
Inc reasing tt levision audient e has Itirced the IOC to 
go lor tht highest biddi r who pio*** ol the lime Is from 
a mt ga rich t ountrv fiom Rome to Seoul the 
poll ntial audit ni c has me reused from around 400 
millionvieweisin21 tounlncs(1960)to2 Bbillionin 
1 31 1 ounl 1 It s (1988) And so has TV s clout Many see 
the Atlanta homt boy anti the media bai on Ted 
I ui iiei (of C NN tame) as the vital fat tor who swung the 
tit al for Atlanta 

1 he tt onomit s ai e simple At piesent the annual 
hudgt I toi anOlympit year for both televasion 
t omp<mit s ai id t oi porate sponsoi s has to lie split 
lietwt en the two Games When they aie held 
St pai atcly and two ytai s apart tht re is the possibility 
Dial a total budgt 1 1 .m be allocated to eacli event 
1 athei than .i peitt ntage Heiit e the increased 
intomt 

Ont 1 esult should mt an a higher pi olile lor I he 

winlei Olympics with moic advertising and therefoic 

nioican time dedicated to transmission But yet 
again monty does the ital talking 1996 promises to 
entertain ev en more momt ntous t hanges that 1992 
including the likely re adnultante ofSouth Africa into 
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the Olympic lold. The Republic was expelled in 1970 i ainpaif»n could be fi oni London Tlic <iouble Olynipu 

because of its apartheid policies, but c-urrciit political 1500 metres champion, Sebastian ('(k», is Iwt king the 

reforms make a return possible—even probable idea, saying, ’My own bclicl now is that th<* only way 

There may also be an influx of new, modem sports forward is to push lor l/indon il we are senously 
at the expense of traditional events with Insufficient thinking of staging th<> Games in this country. In a 

popular appeal, 'fliis will be necessary to keep the (ountiy the sue of the United Kingdom, the capital is 

summer Games to manageable proportions Archery the only real < hoi< c 

and wrestling may give way to triathlon, for instanc e Away Iroin all the spec illation. one thing is definite" 



Tlw IOC has chosen money over memory 


Baredona entries for the 25 figured sports have the Olympics are here to stay When Juaii Antonio 

amary been restricted to 10,000 athletes and 5,000 Samaranch took over as IOC President In 1980. it was 

2/SSl n’ further limits approv^ for the year thought the governing body was near bankruptcy. 

2000. By then, all men s sports wil» have to be But the past ten years have been one big bonanza, 

practised in at least 75 countries on lour continents reaped from the sale of television rights—^particularly 

(previously ^ countries on t hree continents) to In the United States—and the markeUng of t he 

remain on the Games schedule. Women’s sports five-ring Olympic symbol 

must be played in 40 countries on three continents which perhaps best sums up the modern 

(pl^ou^y 35 countries) on three continents). Olympics. It Is still the greatest sporting occasion In 

As to the long-term future of the O^pics, perhaps the world. stlU the zenith for all athletes. But the 
me one development left is to hold a Gam^ on the rationale behind the Games has changed. It Is not so 

Africa coriUnent. Cost has alvwys teeri the much the participating that matters but the winning. 

stumUli^ block, but It is possible tl^ the IOC might jt is no longer so much the spirit of international 

chwige its current pol^ and award the Games to two harmor^r that counts but the marketing It is not so 
or three countriw. rather than a single city. With much Gone With The Wind as Coca-Cola. 

Birmingham and Manchester having failed in their miim tfnifnrtti 

recent bids to hold the Games, the next British newsmen features 











SPORT SHORTS 


8/ Fred Hull 


GEORGE HERMAN (BABE) RUTH 

n$ Kioj of Clout 


Si yean ago BABE RUTH 
belted hit latt home run 

out of Forbes Field, a hit 
fiS other player had ever 
done beforel 




•C. 



That was the way 
Babe always played 
the jame He made 
56 lonj distance 
hittin 9 records 60 
home runs in a single 
season (714 in his 
career) He led the 
league m homers 12 
times' He hit two 
homers m a gama 72 
times He held the 
record for most bases 
on balls in a season 
for a lifetime 

He did everything big, 
even going back to 
the dugout empty 
handed with 1,330 
strikeouts, also a 
L record! The fans 
L loved Babe even 
when he 
missed 

MSI tv MW 


DON ARONOU!^ 

For 0 JoaJo ho iomiootoi fowor boot ruioj 

The lata Don Aronow wee always a W'pne' I* eol'ege he earned 
seven letters in sports and was a self mads millionaire by age 28. 
He retired to Florida at 33 and discovered power boats 



He raced as he lived, fearlessly 
and aggressWely While learning 
the sport, he drove boats so 
hard many broke apart before 
reaching the finish line! 

Aronow decided to build his own 
boats The famous "DEEP-VEE' 
hull shape was his finished product. 

For a decade he dominated offshore 
racing! First with his great "Cigarette 
boats capablo of over 70 m p.b 

Don won every major offshoro race 
Miami-Key West, Monte Carlo, etc. 

Even with all his victories, the achiovement of which ha was most 
proud was his unanimous selection by recing peers from 49 
nations to receive the "Union of Internal Motorboat Clft(4.M { d«,l,*^^ 



BeaSpot^ 


):^0)m0wN€aK^ 



"So did you vin?' 


'I got it...Why don't ya make 
a bigger hole?" 















SPORTSWEEK 


TMswccklnthe history of sport 


T he famous, horse 
racing course at 
Santa Monica 
Califomta, was opened 

on Dec. 9S, 1934. 


W HEN American 
boxer Jack Johns 
on knocked out Tommy 
Bums In round 14. on 
Dee. 94/ 19OT in Sycincy 
he become the first black 
boxer to win the world 
hcav 5 rweifiht boxing 


championship 

V CHANDRASEKHAR 
and Indu Purl 
emerged as men s and 
women s champions 
respectively In the finals 
of the National Table 
Tennis championship 
held in Palgbat on Dec. 
97,19S1. 

V ICTORIA scored the 
highest recorded 
cnckct innings sc ore of 
1107 runs against New 
South Walesin 


Melbourne on Dec 98, 

1996. 

O N Dec. 99/1930 Fred 
P Newton completed 
the longest ever 
swimming adventure 
when he reac hed New 
Orleans In USA aftei 
swimming 1826 miles 
down the river 
Mississippi, from Fort 
Dan He spent 742 hours 
In water for 177 days 

N oel WESTWOOD 

and G L Davies 


become the first men to 
circumnavigate 
Australia by car when 
they returned to Perth on 
Dec 30/1993/ alter 149 
daysinlheir 
c ai 5CV Citroen. 

T he longest distance 
recorded for walking 
bac kwards in 24 hours is 
13.5 18 km (84 miles) 
set by Anthony 
Thornton USA In 
Minneapolis on Dec 31, 
IMS. 

A.R. Sharif 


MILESTONES 


MM: By Zhao Jlanhua of China the men’s sin^pes 
title atthe World Grand Prlx Badminton 
Champkmshlps held in Kuala Lumpur. Susi 
Suayrtl ^ Indonesia won the women’s title. 
APFMinEB:T.S. Bhullaroflndlaasoneofthe 
Unqdres to olBdate in the hockey competition at 
t hepteu -oelona Olympics. 

MMM: Stefen Edbergand Monica Seles as the 
players oftheyearl^thelntematlonalTennis 
Federa tion. 

MMMIICIl By Vinod Kand^ll when he became the 
yout^atplitF^ to complete 1000runs in the Ranjl 


MIMh Heart Loconte and Julie Halard as the 
FlTHkSih te^jppartkitpate m the Hopman Cup 
llemn Tiaa^Tbiirnaiiient.'Ihe Gern^ 

Borta And Graf are the fitvourltes to 




Bteiraii. abn of Micky Stewart, as 


ijamMuy. 


tMWM ptMd Umd/P o^ 

M illic ttUMlhudiiila iSoir ttie i99S Je^ 


' .' 
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OantMthalwIll^ 









MADRAS 


Southern India TT 


decades, Madras played host 
.to a major table tennis tournament 
when the Southern India 
championships were on^anised by 
the Tamil Nadu Table Tennis 
Association last month. It was, in 
fact, for the first time that Madras 
was hosting a zonal meet and it was 
the first national level meet held in 
the Southern metropolis since the 
Nationals were conducted in the 
city In 1974. 

Unfortunately, some of the top 
players were forced to skip the 
tournament as they were attending 
the coaching camp at New Delhi for 
the SAF Games. Actually, the 
tournament was to have been held 
In November, but becau.se of a lack 
of sponsors, a month's 
postponement was necessitated. 
This meant that top players like 
Kamlcsh Mehta, Sujay Ghorpade 
and Chetan Baboor in the men's 
section and Sejal Shah, Montu 
Ghosh and A. Radhika in the 
women’s section could not take 
part in the five-day competition, 
the last zonal before the Nationals 
to be held in Bombay. 

So, the prestigious competition 
was robbed off much glamour but 
the meet while not throwing up any 
new talent did see many exciting 
and close encounters. And in the 
ab.sence of the stars, a couple of 
players did really well to show that 
more will be heard of them In future. 

Archana Rao of Karnataka, for 
example, is a fine prospect and she 
seized the chance the competition 
gave her.to win her first zonal title. 

Bangalore College student, 
ranked No. 8 in the classification 
list and seeded fifth in the 
tournament gave a fine 
performance in claiming the title. 

In the semi-finals, she toppled the 
top seed and India No. 2. B. 
Bhuvaneshwari ofTamll Nadu. 

The national runner-up for the 
last two years has not been having 
a vety fruitful season. She was 
strangely lethaigic.in losing in 
straight games to Archana Rao. 

The Bangalore girl proved that her I 




Archana Raotwinner in the 
Southern India TT 
Champlonshipa 

victory over Bhuvaneshwari was 
no fluke when she beat India No. 5 
and second seed, M.S. Mythlll of 
Tamil Nadu In four games in the 
final. 

In the other semi-final. Mythili 
defeated third seed and India No. 6 
Arul Selvi, also ofTamil Nadu after 
five hard fought games. If Archana 
Rao was the star of the women's 
section. GuijeetTaneja was very 
much the hero in the men's 
section. The unseeded youngster 
from Maharashtra first upset 
Ganesh Kundu of Bengal. India No. 
8 and seeded fifth in the 
tournament. 

Actually. Taneja by 
this win repeated his vlctoiy over< 
Kundu in the Northern India 
championship. A victory over > . 
Anupam Kunwar of Assam put him 


in tne quarter-final where his 
opponent was the experienced S. 
Ramaswamy, also of Maharashtra. 
Taneja, now on a hot streak, could 
not be stopped. A four game Victory 
put him in the semi-final. Here his 
dream run finally ended but It took 
the defending champion. Bona 
Thomas John of Railways to halt 

the teenager. This he did in four 
games and then the second seed 
proceeded to defeat Sujit Babras of 
Maharashtra in the final. 

'rhe final in fact came as a fitting 
climax to the competition for it was 
a thtllling match which stretched 
to five games and was marked by 
fast paced rallies. Incidentally, &is 
was Bona Thomas John's first 
zonal title of the ftason. 

The upset of the tournament, 
however.was created fay Debashlsh 
Choudhuiy of Bengal. He shocked 
S. Raman, the topseed and India 
No. 4 in the pre-qusurter final. 

In the other semi final, Babras 




defeated former national 
champtod S. Sritam. also of 
Maharashtra, In four frames 

Bhuvaneshwari had some 
consolation in taking the junior 
girls slnj^es title defeating Rltu 
Bhola of Delhi in the final Anupam 
Kunaraa-who defeated Guijeet 
Taneja in the semi-final went on to 
claim the title in the junior boys 
singles event with a hard fouf^t 
five game victoiy over Rubai Sayal 
of Delhi. 

The upset of the tournament 
however.was created by Debashlsh 
Choudhury of Bengal He shocked 
S Raman, the top seed and India 
No 4 in the pre quarter final 
Raman, the national runner-up. 
has been having a mixed year and 
his showing in the Southern India 
championships could not have put 
him in a confident fi ame of mind 
for the Nationals Debashish 
however.lost to Babras in the 
quarter-final 


SRIPERAMBUDUR | 


A New Track 


T he advantages of a 

readymade race track like the 
one at Siiperambudur cannot be 
overemphasised The Madras 
Motor Sports Club organises 
weekend races frequently and by 
this not only do the established 
stars get the opportunity to test 
both &etr driving skills and their 
vehicles regular^, but the conduct 
of such meets also help unearth 
young talent. 

The races held recent^ 

did Just that. While Akbar 
Bbrahim displayed his customary 
daredeviliy, the meet underscored 
the steady progress made by 
youngsters like Arun Mlirugappan 
andltojivChessetty Of course, it 
must be admitted Aat the 
introduction of the Formula 
Marutls and the Formula 
McDowell 1000cc races have also 
helped in improving standards and 
unearthing Udent. 

Akbar Bbrahlm’s stature has 
grown in the last year or two ever 
since he returned from a 



tralmng cum-racmg stint in 
England And he lived up to his 
reputation by being too good for the 
rest of the field in the team Carex 
Marutl Challenge Trophy for the 
Formula Indian single-seater 
Marutl engine car races He won 
both the five-lap race and the 
ten-lap race and at the end of the 
second leg had garnered 36 
polnts-a clear 19 points ahead of 
K.E Kumar and Kamlesh Patel 
who were {oinUy in second place 

Akbar clocked 15 minutes. 

21 seconds for the five tapper, 

registering a fastest lap timing of 
two minutes, 8 83 seconds in the 
fourth lap Kamlesh Patel and K.E 
Kumar were second and third 
respiectlve^. Kumar however.came 
up with the fastest lap of the race 
clocking two minutes, 7 68 
seconds over the fourth 

Akbar Bbrahim won the ten-lap 
race m 24 minutes, 44.67 seconds. 

Arun Murugappan and Rajiv 
Chessetty who have taken to 
serious racing only recently, 
epitomised tlw budding talent of 
the young brigade by finishing 


fourth and sixth respectively in the 
five lapper and fourth and fifth 
respectively in the ten lapper. 

K E Kumar, however, won both 
the five-lap and ten-lap formula 
McDowell 1000cc car races 
clocking 15 minutes, 21.09 
seconds and21 minutes, 19.79 
seconds respectively His best laps 
were the third in the flve-lapper 
during which he had a time of two 
mmutes, 8 09 seconds and the 
second in the ten-lapper when he 
clocked two minutes, 6.74 
seconds Akbar Ebrahim was the 
runner-up in both races recording 
15 minutes, 26.66 seconds and 21 
minutes. 55 90 seconds 
respectively 

vihille Akbar was well ahead in 
the points table in the team Carex 
cham|Monshlp. he and K E. Kumar 
were engrossed in a keen duel for 
supremacy in the McDowell 
Challenge Trophy for Formula 
McDowell 1000cc cars At the end 
of the fourth 1^. Kumar with 49 
points was just one point ahead of 
Akbar. While Akbar is virtually 
assured of the Team Carex Trophy 























as there ts one more leg to come off 
In February, the race lor the 
McDowell championship should 
see a keen finish as there are three 
more legs to come off later this 
month and two more jn February. 


NEW DELHI 


Jatin Bed! 
Football 


P UBLIC SCHOOL RK l>uram. 

annexed the fifth Jatm Bedi 
Memorial Football title edging out 
Motilal Nehru School of Spiorts, Rai 
4-3 via the tie-breaker Both the 
teams were locked goalless in the 
stipulated period and extra-time 
The match started on a dull note 
and both the teams never showed 
the urge to score In the penalty 
shoot-out. LitwangLowang. Padl 
Gayue. Vikram|eet Singh and 
Arindam Pal scored lor the winners 
while substitute Ashok. Amlt 
Kumar and top scorer of the 

Delhi Public School were the 
winners of the Jatin Bedi 
Football tournament 


tournament. Raj Singh netted for 
Rai School. 

This tournament is organised in 
the memory of Jatin Bedi. who was 
a budding football star in the 
United States and who died in the 
Kanishka air crash along with his 
mother and his sister in 1^85. The 
level of competition would have 
been higher if Sports College. 
Lucknow and the local team. St. 
Maiy School had not pulled out 

from the tournament. 

Earlier in the semi-finals. Delhi 
Public School. R.K. Puram 
defeated Delhi Public School. 
Mathura Road 4 3 in the 
tic-breaker after being tied goaless 
in regulation penod and after 
extra-time, while Motilal Nehru 
S< hool of Sports. Rai triumphed 
over the local team, St. Xavier’s 
School 2-0. 

The top scorer of the 
tournament. Raj Singh of Motilal 
Nehru School of Sports (Rai) was 
ad|udged the best forward; 
Ashwani Kumar Sharma of St. 
Xavier’s was the best defender. Onl 
Apum from the winners’ team, was 
declared the best goal-keeper. All 
three were selected for an annual 
scholarship. 


The closingcerertionyi*fs«r** ** 
presided over l^ Mns. Jennifer 
Tytler. wife of Jagdish lytler. 

Mini ster for Surface and Transport 
while the 

scholarships were awarded by 
tournament patron. Prakash Bedi. 
father of Jatin Bedi. 

Suraah Kumar Urn 


KATHMANDU 


Asian Karate 


T he sixth Asian Karate 
championship was held at 
Kathmandu last month. Teams 
from Australia. Brunei. 
Bangladesh. Bhutan. Macao. 
Hongkong. Indonesia. India. 
Japan. Malayasia. Nepal. Pakistan 
and Singapore participated in the 
five-day biennial meet. 

K.Tamilselvam ol India ba^ed a 
broh/e medal in the 55-kg weight 
categoiy. The lad from Tamil Nadu 
put up an excellent show as the 
competition was very strong. 
Overall. India was placed fifth in 
the championship in the points 
tally. 
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India had finished third in the 
last meet in 1989 Commenting on 
the current performance. Sensei K 
Prakash. chief coach said the 
extremely c old climate was a 
severe handicap to the Indian 
contingent and hence they could 
not perform better 
Sensei S Kothandan, thief 
technical director ol koklno" 
shitoiyu karate school. India and 
an officer in the State Bank of 
India, was elected vice president of 
the Asian Shitoiyu Karate 
Federation The kokino 
shitoiyu karate school is the only 
affiliate in India to the Asian 
Federation based in Singapore 

PartabRamehand 


GUWAHATI 


National Women’s 
Taekwondo 


T he 12th National Women s 
Taekwondo was held in 
Guwahati under the auspices of 
the All Assam Taekwondo 
Association More than 300 
rartlc ipants from as many as 21 
States tcxik part 

In the men s group Uttar 
Pradesh won the team event while 
Manipur took the sec ond spot In 
the women’s section Madhya 
Pradesh were the champions Rajiv 
Bora of Assam was declared the 



CHARMINAI^ "HALLB 



HYDERABAD 



Channinar Challenge Trophy 

Shiny Wilson was p r —n tad with the Charmlnar CtmlifiOd Tropliy fcr, 
iMingthe'B«ttSp^woiTMnolth«Y«ir’ ^ 


Action durina the National 
Taekwondo championships 



best fighter, while in the women’s 
section It was Radhapyan Devi of 
Manipur 

Benoyaen 


TRIVANDRUM 


State Karate 


A bout 250 fighters from 14 
districts took part in the 5th 
Radhakrishna Memorial Kerala 
State Kat ate championship held at 
the Klmmy George Indoor 
Stadium Allapu/hamenwonthe 
team title (black belt) defeating 
Emakulam in a stiff battle 
T V Baiju representing 
Allapuzha defeated Venugofial 
(KoUam) In the Black Belt open 
Shtai final 

Brig 1J S Bora. Station 
Commander (Trivandrum), Indian 
Army distributed the Prizes 

SafssvKinrarT. K. 


71 















Hook Around Trees 


HoOKINOTHE ball from RtOHr-TO-lJEFT 
AROUND SOME TREES IS NCITAS UFFICUlX 
AS ir FIRST APPEARS. 


Simply aim the clubheao at the target 

A5 USUAL, then ALIGN YOUR BODY TO 
THE RIGHT OF THAT UNE. 


THIS Wia ENCOURAGE THE MORE IN-TO.OUT 
SWING-PATH YOU NEED TO MOYE THE BALL 
AROUND THE OBSTRUCTION. 


TM6Cr UNI 




Divide by Four 


If you CONSISTENTLY SUCC, IT 
USUALLY MEANS YOU ARE 
SWINGING THE CLUBHEAO PROM 
OUTSIDC ID INSIDE TME TARGET 
LINE. 


To ALLEYIAfE THIS, 
ADDRESS THE BALL 
IMAGINING ins DIYIOEC 
INTO FOUR OfcCTIONS 
THINK OF SWINGING 
THE CLUB INTO THE 
INSIDE BACKOUARTER 


THEN YOUR DOWN - 
SWING WILL BE FROM 
INSIDE THE TARGET 
LINE AND YOUR SHOTS 
SHOULD STRAIGHTEN 
our. 




iVI‘IC PATH 


Hands at Address 


taan 


If you are bothered by a persistemt hook 
IT COULD B= etC-USc 0 The WAY 
YOU POSITION tOJR hands AT 
AODRESU 


N 


Hands held relatully low at 
address Wll' PROMOTCMORE 

HAND action iNTHL SUINO AND 
THEREFOCA KGrfr-TO-LErT 
SHOT. . . 


SeTiING iOUP V'AKIDS 
HIC‘ _R SHOULD HCL? 
REI-IOYE THIS / 

TENDENCY TO / 
CLOSE THE CLUB-/ 
PAf* AT IMPACT, tt. 
























QUESTIONS 

1. Whose autobiography starts like 
this: 'Louisville 100 miles. I barely 
see the sign of ram'? 

2. Another great figure’s 
autobigraphy b^ins with: The 
first time my name appeared in a 
newspaper was about 

1921...'Who’ 

3. In a third autobigraphy one 
finds—'I was bom on the night of 
of 23 October 1940.. .'Who is the 
author’ 

4. What IS the 'Copa Roca'? 

5. What IS the middle name of Keith 
Miller’ 

6. What IS common to Gordon 
Greenidge, Malcolm Marshall and 
Barry Richards’ 

7. Who IS the junior most of the 
famous 'W' tnumvirate of West 
Indies cncket’ 

8. With which sport/game is 'bluff 
call' associated’ 

9. For which sport/game IS 'World 
Stroke Average List* published 
annually? 

10 What IS ATP’snval to the Davis 
Cup’ 

ANSWERS 

1. Muhammad All. 

2. Sir Donald Bradman. 

3. Pele 

4. A traditional football match 
between selected players of 
argentina and Brazil. 

5. Rose. 

6. They all played for Hampshire 
CCC. 

7. Walcott (whooo was bom in 1926). 

8. Bndge. 

9. Golf. 

10. World Team Cup. 


T he year 1991 was certainly the 
most disastrous one for me. 
with losses galore. First was the 
loss in the final of the Indian team 
selection trial, thereto losing the 
right to represent the country after 
a long while. Close on Its heels 
came a 3-lmp loss in the final of the 
Bengal state team selection trial. 
Then In early August was the loss 
In the quarter-fl^ of the Splngcdd 
teams in the American nationals 
on a committee ruling that has 


come in for severe criticism in USA. 
Later the same month, I lost in the 
quarter-final of the biggest 
prize-monqr tournament in India, 
the Modlpon, due to a misguess in 
a slam contract. In October came 
the semi-final loss in the Tolani 
Masters'. 

Then, on the 20th of November, 
came the biggest loss of all.. .the 
sudden death of my closest bridge 
friend and partner Olndrllla 
Kundu. As the child star Unkoo 
Tagore in the Bengali movie 
"KabuUwala". which won the 
President’s gold medal, this 
younger sister of Sharmlla Tagore 
had enthralled millions of 
Bengali-speaking people with her 
charm and spontaneity. Though 
she was never to act again, the 
eminent film-maker Tapan Sinha. 
director of the movie, in a tribute 
after her death, stated that she was 
the best child art Iste he had ever 
come across and that in his view 
she "would have been one of our 
greatest artistes ever". She never 
did lose this charm and her 
optimism and enthusiasm were 
infectious. What's more, she had 
the remarkable ability to put 
anybody around her at ease and to 
share in other people's Joy as if it 
were her own. 

As a bridge player she 
represented the countiy in 1985. 
winning the Asia and Middle East 
women's team event and thereby 
going on to play in the Int er zonal 
world vomen’s championship for 
the Venice Cup. In 1988, she won 
the prize for the best Rest ot t he 
World (outside Europe and North 
America) result in the World 
Bidding Challenge. Next year she 
became the first, and till date only, 
woman to cam the title of Bengal 
state champion by winning the 
Open Pairs (having finished 
runners-up In 1988). She was also 
a reigning national champion, 
having won both the Women’s 
Pairs and the Women’s Teams at 
last year's Summer nationals in 
Puri. I shall always regret that we, 
her teammates, let her down badly 
in the final of the 1989 Bengal 
selection trials—with a session to 
go. she left us with a plus score but 
we. In her absence, managed to 
lose the match by 4 IMPS, thereby 
depriving her of the chance to 


become the only woman ever to 
represent Bengal in the inter-state 
championships. 

She knew her way around the 
table. Her card-play was nothing 
great, just decent. However, she 
was one of my favourite jiartners 
because she was willing to play 
modem bidding methods and play 
them well. In addition, she was 
quite adept at analysing new 
bidding sequences logically and 
intelligently—in this department, 
among all the people I have played 
with. 1 would rate herjust below the 
top-notchers like Kamal 
Mukherjee. Debashls Ray and 
Jaggy Shlvdasani. Unfortunately, 
good bidding does not make good 
column material and the only play 
hand of which I have record is one 
which she handled competently if 
not brilliantly:- 


Dealer South 


NORTH (dummy) 

* A104 

* K02 

* 104 

« A9752 


WEST 

• jeri 

• 863 

• 0962 

• 06 


EAST 

* 0952 
« J95 

* J 

* KJ843 


SOUTH 

* K6 

* A1074 

* AK87S3 

* 10 

Playing in six hearts. Tinkoo. 
South, did well to win the opening 
spade lead in dummy, retaining a 
spade entry in hand, and lead a 
diamond to her ace. At this stage 
many players would tiy to cash a 
second diamond and go down. 
Tinkoo took the precaution of 
entering dummy In tmmps to play 
a second diamond off the table. 
East made matters easy for 
declarer by rufllng for ^uth won 
the spade return in hand, mfted a 
low diamond high in dummy and 
played dummy's last trump, 
claiming when the jack pupped up. 
It would have been better for East 
to discard on the second diamond 
but even then South could win, ruff 
a diamond high and then draw 
trumps with the aid of a finesse of 
the ten and give up a diamond with 
the last truihp still in hand for 
control. 




STADIUM MOTOCROSS WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS 


RIDERS 

FROM 

TjrrT T 

» ■ y# j- 



Team Castrol: (left to right) Oilvm’ Perrin, Jorgen Niilson, and F. Verherstraeten 


T empered in 

the fires ol liell. 
the riders ft om 
Sweden once 
again dominated the 
Stadium Molorross 
World Championships 
held at Pune The 
hellrlders seem to have 
made this leg ol the world 
championships their 
very own Forthelourth 
successive year, it was a 
Swede who took the 
chequered flag 
Jorgen Nilsson, Is a 
maniac on his Honda CR 
250 His style has the 


distinct stamp of a man 
who IS in total command 
over the machine. 
Something he 
demonstrated with 
consummate ease as he 
powered over the 
woop-de doos, the berm 
and the table top. 

In his dust he left 
behind Frenchman, 
Olivier Pernn. forwhom 
this was the fourth 
successive attempt 
which ended in defeat. 
Perrin, a hot favourite 
with the local crowd, had 
to settle for second place 


once again. 

Overall it was a very 
successful two days for 
Team Castrol. Nilsson 
won the world 
championship as well as 
the Pan-Pacific 
championship (round 
six), Perrin in second 
place and Freddie 
Verherstraeten in third. 
What more could you ask 
for? 

the Indian riders may 
not match the brilliance 
of their foreign 
counterparts, but 
considering the 


problems they face, thQr 
were very impressive. A 
great show was put up 1^ 
Ashok Raja from Pune as 
he swept aside all 
competition to win the 
Indian Open. 

Young Zubin Patel will 
be the rider to watch in 
the future, the Bombay 
youngster on his 
modified Yamaha RXlOO 
manoeuvred;^!! over 
the badly scarred track 
and showed a lot of guts 
in clearing the Jumps. 
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R eason that 
86-year-old Rene 
Lacoste. a member of the 
1 team that won France’s 

I last Davis Cup 

championship in 1932, 
did not attend France’s 
I sensational 3-1 upset 

I over the Uni^ States in 

i Lyon: He fe^e the 

I excitement might bring on 

i a heart attack. 

f 

N umber of years that 
70-year-old. former 
all-time great Jack 
I Kramer has had a 

1 business relationship 

with Wilson Sporting 
Goods Company: 50. 


H OW much better the 
average player can 
play today, becau.sc of 
superior equipment, than 
th^ could 30 or 40 years 
ago. according to Kramer: 
^percent. 


R eason why the 
government of the 
newfy Independent nation 
of Namibia initially vetoed 
the countiy’s first .. a 
participation in theVL 
All-Africa Games infllro: 
Because the team. wWch 
included tennis players, 
was "too white." 


B iggest selling 
perfume in Germany: 
The "Gabriela Sabatini" 
fragrance. 

T he reason why a 
ballboy once sued the 
United Stales Tennis 
Association: He hurt his 
knee on the job while 
kneeling. 

H OW noted British 
tennis writer and TV 
commentator John 
Barrett once described 
6'2" former French and 
U.S. Open semifinalist Jo 
Durle: As a "Beached 
whale." 
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ITXNAVRATILOVA’S 
popularity ranking in the 
tennis category, as 
measured in a national 
(U.S) poll of people ages 18 
to 64 by Marketing 
Equlvalent/TVQ: No. 2 
(behind Chris EX^ert). 




\J'buying the Spalding 
Assault tennis racket: 
"Win more matches or 
your money back!" 


H OWAMERiCAN 
tennis writer Ross 
Wetzsteon once described 
1985 Wimbledon finalist 
Kevin Curren: As a 
"talentless lunk." 



O NLY men’s pro 
tournament that 
contributed funds to the 
players’ pension fund 
from 1982 to 1988: ATP 
Championships in 
Cincinnati. 

IjriGHLlGHTofthe 
jriAugust 1991ABC-TV 
"20/20" program that 
gave the show its first No. 

1 netw^ 'k rating in seven 
years: The highly 
revealing Barbara Walters 
interview with Martina 
Navratilova who 
discussed her emotional 
breakup with ex-lover 
Judy Nelson. 




Tas 

^^chofo|Et advised 
Frenchmen Henri Leconte 
and Guy Fora^t to do 
against Pete Sampras in 
the Davis Cup final 
against the United States: 
Drag things out because 
Sampras habitually takes 
only 10 seconds to serve 
after the previous point. 
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a UESTION in Tennis 
Magazine's tennis fan 
: "Should Monica 
l^les be made to wear a 
bra on court?" 

B oris BECKER S 

iavounle pastime* 
'Talking with (his 
manager) Ion Tlnac.' 

N umber of times that 
a person’s name in 
the book 'Hard Courts" 
was misspelled: 43 


M A1XI:H that so haunts 
15-year-oId Jennifer 
Capnati that she 
sometimes lies awake at 
night and replays it Her 
ultra-high caliber but 
frustrating 6-3,3-6,7-6 
semiflnal io.ss to eventual 
champion Monica Seles at 
the 1991 U S Open. 


N UMBER oi 

conscc utivo times 
that Andre Agassi has 
beaten Boris Bet ker 5 

N umber oi t orporatc 
endorsements— 
other than tennis rackets, 
shoes and clothing—that 
Navratilova has: O 

I ONTIRIAC’sdensive 
nickname for the U S 
Open’s venue at Flushing 
Meadow, New York 
"Flushing Toilets.' 

H OW unloved John 
McEnroe sought 
spectator support at the 
1983 Volvo Masters* At 
the awards presentations 
after beating Ivan Lendl, 
he appealed, "Clap forme. 
Please clap for me.' 

ConvIM by Fain 








I Tis the third ball of 
the 50th over in the 
second one-day 
international between 
India and the West 
Indies, at Adelaide. The 
West Indies have to score 
12 runs in three balls. 
And there is the 
menacing Curtly 
Ambrose facing up to 
Kapil Dev. 

l^pil Dev comes in 
running. leaps up at the 
crease, and bowls a 
yorker going straight to 
the stumps Ambrose 
swings wildfy, misjudges 
the line, and watches the 
bails go flying. The West 
Indies are staring defeat 
in the face and idtpll goes 
crazy. 

He runs down the 
pitch, his arms held 
akimbo, and is shouting. 
’Kapil Dev da Jawab 
nahin.’ He goes up to 
Curtly Ambrose, and 
does a war dance, 
shaking his head from 
side to side, and 
stamping his feet. 
Ambrose suddenly 
becomes irritated by this 
show of agression from 
Kapil and quickly he 
bunches both his hands 
together in a sort of 
sledgehammer and 
brings it down on Kapil’s 



Thud! That was It. The 
next thing Kapil knew 
was that he was in a 
Tomahawk helicopter on 
his way to the other 
world. At the first 
re-fuelllng stop, at 
Purgatory Air Base, in 
the long haul to’the other 
world, an agentarrived. 

He was wearing a red 
skin suit and had two 
long ears sticking out 
and above his head. He 
carried a red briefcase in 
his hand. 

‘Mr. Dev,’ he said, 
proferrlng a hand, ‘I 
come kum the Devil. We 
are very keen to sign you 
for the Redskins We saw 
that last ball that got 
Curtly Ambrose on 
earth and we were much 
Impressed. We have an 
annual series of Test 
matches with the 
Heavenly Angels and it is 
a matter of great prestige 
for us to win it. We will 
offer you free board and 
lodging, and ten 
thousand dollars a 


month. I know you will be 
surprised but even in 
Hell, the dollar is 
supreme and our 
apologies for ignoring the 
Indian ruppee. We will 
also supply your kit. ’ 
Kapil Dev rubbed the 
top of his head where he 
got the blow from 
Ambrose and he kept 
repeating, ‘Kapil Dev da 
jawab nahin' 

‘Woh to such hai’, said 
the agent. 

Kapil looked at him 
surprised 

Then the agent replied. 
We know all the 
languages in the world. 
And I forgot to mention to 
you. but Damnolive has 
offered to pay you a 
million dollars to 
advertise their products 
onHellT.V.’ 

Suddenly, a woman in 
a shimmering white 
sleeveless gown and with 
a halo of U^t around her 
head began to walk 
towards Kapil Dev. 

His mouth fell open 
and his tongue sort of 



slipped out. was like 
the Greek goddesses of 
yore—porcelain skin, 
doe-shaped grey eyes, 
red lips shai^ like a 
bow, and long black 
tresses of hair falling on 
to her shoulders—Kapil 
had never seen a woman 
as beautiful as this 
apparition anywhere on 
Planet Earth. (Of course. 
In front of hl9 wife, he 
had always stated that 
she was ^e most 
beautiful woman in the 
Milky Way.) 

‘My beautiful, 
wonderful, sweet, 
innocent, cute Kapil,’ the 
woman said in a husl^ 
voice, "what a lovely 
yorker you bowled to 
dismiss Curtly 
Aiqbrose. On behalf of 
the Heavenly Angels, 1 
invite you to play for us. 
in the annual Test series 
against the Redskins.’ 

’How much are you 
offering him?’ inteijected 
the agent from the Devil. 

‘Love Kapil. I offeryou 
bounteous love,’ the 
woman replied, ‘what is 
life without love? It is love 
that makes the solar 
system go round ’ 

Kapil Dev scratched 
his head and did not 
know what to do. 

‘Let me tell you’, the 
agent from the devil said, 
‘if you play for us. you 
won't feel lonely. A lot of 
your friends are on our 
team.’ 

‘My darling Kapil', the 
woman said, ‘I shall give 
you 24 hours to think 
about it*.. .and the 
woman Just rose into the 
air and vanished. 

So who is Kapil Dev 
going to play for? Don’t 
ask me. But here's a 
piece of advise: watch 
StarfVfrom Hongkong. 
They beam these 
matches from the other 
world and you can find 
out what Ibipil’s Jawab 
was: the Redskins or the 
Heavenly Angels. 
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Once a^ain IIC dectares fagher Bonus 

This year too, LIC's with-profit policyholders 
get a higher bonus.The longer your policies are 
inforce higher the bonus returns. Final (Addl.) Bonus for 
Jeevan Dhara & Jeevan Akshay policies also declared. 


BonusperRs. 1,000of Sum Assured 
(payable only on maturity or death) 

. J 

Policies with date 
of commencement 
before 1 4 6S 

between 1 4 65 
&313 70 

On or After 

1 470 

11 

Rs 72 00 

Rs 7000 


Whole life policies 
(with profit) in force 
as on 31 391 

Rs89 00 

R8 8700 

r 

Rs 8400 


Dfe Jnsumnce Corporotion of Jndio 
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I Twas the forbidden 
outpost The distant 
pavilion The dumping 
ground for the 
Englishmen Australia's 
first import from 
England were shipfulls of 
prisoners. A few governors and lots 
of Test cricket later, Australia 
Imported one-day cricket They 
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FROM HARSHA BHOGLE, WITH THE INDIAN TEAM 


added a touch of modernity and a 
dash of enterprise to it and, freed 
from the clutches of British 
orthodojQr, one-day cricket 
bloomed The pastures were green 
and the air was fresh and one-day 
cricket moved, bag and baggage, to 
set up home in Australia 

Today, a few hiccups in the early 
eighties notwithstanding, 
Australia is the undisputed leader 
of the one-day game It s evident in 
everything they do whether it Is 
fielding or running between the 
vnckets or simply adopting bold 
new approaches Indeed one-day 
cricket is part of the Aussie psyche 
now It almost runs through their 
blood 

Nothing illustrates that better 
than their performance in the first 
round of the Benson and Hedges 
triangular Australia has set the 
standards and everybody else will 
be evaluated against that, here 
onwards 

Prom an Australian point of 
view, what must be most satisfying 
is that their victories are being 
achieved, not through Individual 
genius, but through collective 
spirit The Aussie team today is like 
a wonderfully tuned machine No 
fuss No noise But incredibly 
'efficient Elv^ part knows what it 
has to do and merely functions as a 
part ofacollective whole Lookat 
the backbones of this Australian 
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team While sheer ability is 
represented by a Dean i Jones or a 
Craif* McDermott, the lifeline really 
is a Doon or a Marsh or a Wau^h or 
a Peter Taylor. Not by a stretch are 
they world beaters on their own. 
but in this Aussie machine they 
merge superbly 


JtWk 


Prabhakar strikes: His has been a 
consistent performance 


There is no facet of one-day 
cricket that symbolises Australia's 
domination better than their 
fielding does. Early spectators to a 
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one-day match have been treated 
to a delightful exhibition of fielding 
practice as the Aussies attack 
every ball, back up every throw like 
a result hinged on it. There are no 
passengers and nobody is allowed 
to stroll by himself Allan Border at 
36 is part ofit. David Boon with his 
bulky figure is part ofit and Bruce 
Reid with his suspect back is part 
of It. Not surprisingly, on the field, 
they have left incandescent trails 
behind them; best exemplified in 
the day-night game against the 
West Indies at the MCG where their 
batsmen only managed 175 but 
their fielders made that appear 
twice as big. 

It's made the other sides look 
amateurish, often pedestrian ly 
comparison. The West Indies had a 
shocking day at the SCG the other 
night when even a good return 
stood out. And the sight of 
Azharuddin havin^to instruct 
some of his fielders to draw lines to 
mark their fielding positions has 


Pytama ertekst vibss trail with 
'thaAussiallfaBtyto 
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not gone unnoticed. 

Allan Border was quite open 
about the Importance the 
Australians place on fielding. "If 
you notice, a lot of one-day 
matches, in fact the majority, are 
decided hy a margin of around 20 
runs. We reckon Uiose 20 runs, if 
not scored the bat, should be 
saved in the field. They could come 
fium an excellent catch to break a 
partnership or simply cutting 
ibura to threes and threra to twos. 
And if we manage to earn those 20 


in the field. weVe won a game' 
Apart from making life difficult 
for the batsmen, their fielding has 
also made the bowling look larger 
than life Admittedly. McDermott is 
bowling as well as anybody in the 
world t^ay; very fast and very 
straight. And Retd has given the 
opening attack a few more teeth. 
But apart from these two. the 
bowling is at best efficient and it is 
the fielding that is largely 
responsible for this. l\ro men 
stand out there: Dean Jones and 



Steve Waugh, but all the others can 
be proud of their efforts and 
nothing symbolises that better 
than Peter Taylor’s fielding to his 
own bowling, frequently allowing 
mid-on and mid-off to stand much 
squarer than otherwise 

The other Australian gift to 
one-day cricket is running 
between the wickets Greg 
Chappell was saying on Channel 9 
that the side that takes more 
singles often wins the match and 
the Australians are proof of that 
theory. Even easy singles are often 
run hard thereby putting pressure 
on the fieldsman And since the 
batsmen have often backed up two 
or three yards, even a slight fumble 
fetches a second. 

Boon and Marsh have always 
been outstanding here and it is 
noticeable that almost all their 
early runs come from singles Dean 
Jones is brilliant, the jewel in the 
crown, and often when he runs the 
sight is not of a succession of steps 
but ofa free flow Acenturyby 
Jones, or even a century 
partnership with him in it. is^rth 
at least 15 runs more merely 













throuf{h the speed between the 
wickets And Allan Border at 36 is 
game to run several all run fours 

The key to it all is fltness The 
Aussies are an extremely fit bunch 
not only because it improves their 
performance, which it undeniably 
does, but because they need to 
hold on to their places in the side A 
fitness lapse could allow another 
player into the side and then 
getting back to it can well become 
impossible As Simon O'Donnell 
discovered when a shoulder 
problem allowed Mike Whitney a 
place. And like the Arab and the 
camel, Whitney clawed Inch by 
inch to make his a pretty 
permanent place. 

Indeed. theO'Donnell-Whltney 
case also highlights the reserve 



strength in Australia The side that 
won four out of its first five games 
could afford to be without Mark 
Taylor, Mark Waugh and Merv 
Hughes And a player called 
Michael Bevan who seems to be 
leaving talent behind in his 
footsteps The Australians face an 
embarrassment of nches and 
Border admitted he wasn't being 
cocky when he said that they could 
easily have two Internationa 
one-day sides 

There was Just a bit of cockiness 
at the start though when the 
Australians went down to India by 
107 runs at Perth. The attitude 
just didn't seem right from ball 

Srinath and Subroto Banarjaa: 

Bright prospacta on a blaak tour 


manager Derek Murray) returning 
home has handicapped the WIndies 
bowling a great deal 

one. Border admitted later adding 
that "we deserved what we got. A 
kick up the backside Bob 
Simpson looked at It a bit 
differently though 'Perhaps It was 
the best thing that could have 
happened to Australian cricket 
this year, he said And * 
subsequent events seem to 
suggest that he was tight after all 

T hat one-day result could well 
turn out to be crucial for India 
when the tournament resumes on 
January 9 At the moment the 
Indians are four points clear of the 
West Indians though they have 
played one game extra If Australia 
win both remaining matches 
against the West Indies. India will 
only need to win one of their last 
three matches and from the way 
things are going, they would need 
to try veiy hard not to be in the final 
Azharuddln had said after the 
Brisbane Test that the one-day 
tournament might just allow ^e 
batsmen to play themselves back 
into form That has largely been 
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true and he and Shastri are the 
only two who have not justifled that 
statement Indeed India has looked 
iarbettei in the one day games 
than they did at Bnsbane and the 
one important aspect that has 
prevented them from doing better 
is the absence of a solid opening 
partnership In the first match at 
Perth. Shastn st ored 33 but 
wickets were tumbling all along at 
the other end Thereafter he hasn t 
really stayed long enough to 
provide a platform for Nos 3.4 and 
5 to build on 

Invariably Manjrekar has 
walked into a crisis and on three 
occasions out of five so has 
Tendulkar On the two other 
occasions. India had a good start 
courtesy Snkkanth Anditwasnt 
Just a coincidence that India won 
both games 

The first of the two games at 
Adelaide, against the West Indies, 
hlgtili^ted this aspect and 
showed up another problem After 
Srikkanth had scor^ 82 
edge-of-the>seat-excitement runs, 
all the subsequent totsmen 


Srlmrth showed the kind 




reserves for his 


eemhiiied hostility with 
aeeurasy. Observeis 
here hove heee 
weederleglfhsisthe 



walked in vdthout too much 
pressure on them It suddenly 
looked a different batting side as 
Manjrekar scored 55. Tendulkar 
got 48 and Azhar and Kapil scared 
their 31 and 21 respective^ at 


SrinathstrilMs again and 
Snkkandi andtharastara 
acatatle 

faster than run a*ball It’s quite 
apparent that if one factor has to be 
singled out m quest of a better 
performance it will be a good 
opening partnership In spite of the 
fielding, which has been quite 
embarrassing at times 
The other aspect that India will 
bb looking at and which the 
Adelaide game highlighted, is the 
absence of a slogger in the side 
India s last 10 overs have rarely 
produced more than 50 With Kapil 
Dev not quite the uninhibited 
hitter he was and others like 
Chetan Sharma not around 
anymore, the last few overs tend to 
have a pretty pxillte look to them 
The man who could change that is 
Tendulkar who is clearly the 
cleanest hitter in this side In each 
of the five ^mes. Tendulkar threw 
his wicket a«lay when set for many 
more The Indian plan is clearly to 
have Tendulkar bat through the 50 
overs but each bme. he has done 
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If Shastri strikes form with the 
bsii, India will be very pleased 

the dlflicull part, and looked 
extremely polished, but has 
chosen the wrong ball to clobber. 

But he and Manjrekar have now 
played themselves back into their 
usual rhythm and that should 
augur very well for the Test 
matches at Melbourne and Sydney. 

The problem In the middle is that 
Azharuddln hasn't got going yet 
and It has been depressing « 

watching him struggle. All of a 
sudden the strokes that lit up two 
successive English summers 
seemed to have been left behind 
there. Abbas Ali Balg says it is only 
a matter of time before he flnds his 
touch again. It's vital for India that 
he does because on these hard 
Australian wickets, he will be a 
very difllcult batsman to set a field 
too. 

The true gain from this 
Australian summer has been the 
Indian bowling. Written offbefore 
thdqur started, and 1 was among 
ilprits. It has shone with a 
And one man has stood 


out. Mocking all those who said he 
was finished, all those who said 
that his outswlnger can only be 
found in a museum. Kapil Dev is 
bowling better than he has at any 
stage in the last two or three years. 
He had a wonderful Test match at 
Brisbane and in the one-dayers his 
first spell has always been 
outstanding. So far he has had 
figures of2-30. 1-5.0-21.4-54. 
and 1-12 and with Ambrose and 
McDermott he has been the 
outstanding bowler of the 
tournament so far. Srlnath 
continues to Impress and at Perth 
he was amazing. He showed the 
kind of pleasure he normally 
reserves for his vegetarian food as 
he combined hostility with 
accuracy. Observers here have 
been wondering is he the quickest 
bowler to have emerged from India 
for a long time and one is inclined 
to agree with them. At Perth, he got 
wonderful support from Baneijee, 
though a toe injury has kept him 
out since then. 

The quiet achiever has been 
Manqj Prabhakar who has often .■ 
played a superb foil to Kapil in the 
opening overs. But perhaps the 


most heartenirtg sign has been the 
return of Ravi Shastri. His five 
wicket show at Perth and his 
subsequent bowling efforts must 
surely convince Shastri how unfair 
he has been to his bowling arm. It 
had been a quiet voice all along, but 
at Perth, the moment the fingers 
wrapped themselves around the 
ball, they decided to do the talking. 
His 5-15 was the best he has ever 
bowled and what is even more 
encouraging is that he is willing to 
throw the ball in the air: and the 
bounce on these wickets Is helping 
him. And logic suggests that 
Shastri, the bowler, will be heard of 
more than he had imagined when 
he allowed South Africa to leave 
Delhi without facing him. 

T he biggest disappointments of 
the summer, and the Indians 
haven't minded that, have been the 
West Indies. At Sharjah, the chinks 
in their batting hacUbecome 
apparent but two unbelievable 
innings by Richie Richardson had 
thrown the blanket over them. 

With Richardson joining Azhar and 
Jones In the bmUant-but-out-of- 
form category, the reality i^as, 
cannot be hidden any more. 
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the summer has bMh the West 
Indian batting 

Promising though Uiey may be 
reputed to Wallace. Lara and 
Arthurton don’t seem to fit into the 
great West Indian batting tradition 
and the bold decision of the West 
Indian selectors to give Richardson 
a side without any big egos in it 
must be looked at carefully again. 

Apart from Richardson. Haynes 
is the only real stalwart and he has 
been planted by a series of 
outstanding bails. Hooper is the 
other player of real class but apart 
from a brilliant 77 at the SCG 
against Australia, he has hiddeu 
his talent quite remarkably. 

The batting let down has meant 
that there is enonnous pressure on 
the bowlitig and for most of the 
time, it has stood up to the test very 
well. Curtly Ambrose has been 
quite fabulous. He clearly Isn’t 
bowling anywhere near as qul<-kly 
as he can, preferring to 
concentrate on the right line and 
length. In spile of McDermott's 
extra pace and Kapil Dev’s guile, he 
must be the bowler. 

Unfortunately he hasn’t received 
too much support in the field, as 
close-ups of that remarkably 
expressive face testify, but that 
only enhances the value of his 
performance. 

He has been supported well by 
Anderson Cummins wlio. so early 
in his ('areer, has fitted into the 
West Indian bowling machine 
wonderfully. He has shown 
remarkable control over his line 
and length and yet. seems to be 
holding himself back. It will l>e very 
interesting to see him going fiat out 
in longer matches. 

Marshall has had one 
outstanding performance but he is 
clearly not the bowler he was as his 
dwindling strike rate would show. 
But oh moments, the old magic 
surfaces and that alone is worth 
coming to the ground for. 

Unfortunately for the quicks, the 
traditional support in the field has 
not made itself apparent and at the 
SCG. In the last game against 
Australia. theWest Indies 
achieved their first direct hi t of the 
competition! A statistic that 
reflects their fielding most 
accurately.# 
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A Melbourne Christmas 
fairytale: Santa Claus 
was puzzled when 
Rudolph and the team of 
faithful reindeer landed 
ever so smoothly on the 
roofof the Melbourne 
Hilton. The sleigh iras 
unusually light for this 
sort of hip, and Santa 
lust could not fathom the 
reason. In the sleigh he 
had all the gifts that the 
members of the touring 
Indian cricket team had 
asked him for. but ItJust 
did not weigh as much as 
It should have. It was a 
while before Santa. 


Should Azhar stay as 
captain? The 
million>doliar question 

squeezing his way 
through one of the 
chimneys, had worked It 
out. The team had asked 
him for plen ty of runs, 
and his elves In the 
workshop at the North 
Pole bad been unable to 
oblige, 

I T was not until the 
first day of the 
third Test in 
Sydney that his 
touring side began to 
show the sort of mettle 








t 




Instead of the historic series against South Afiica, India should have 

^’•epared for this Test series with more play on Aussie spa 




this correspondent had 
proudfy pr^cted even 
before Azharuddln and 
his team had left the 
shores of India. I. for one. 
certainly cannot 
remember the last time 
India went Into a Test 
match with four fast 
bowlers. It wps a move 
that certainly brought 
results, with the 
Australians looking 
restricted and shackled 
for about the llrst time in 
the series. 

It wasn’t so much, you 
see. that Australia had 
won the first two Tests, 
but that India had been 
routed—^nay, verily 
thrashed. V^ere were all' 
those sparkling 
performances we had 
anticipated from the 
string of talented 
frontline batsmen in this 
squad? Apart from those 


now'famous rescue acts' 
from the lower-order and 
tallend batsmen (thank 
the Lord for gntty 
cricketers like ManoJ 
Prabhakar and Klran 
More), we should 
remember that both 
those Test matches 
would have finished in 


even more ignominious 
fashion. 

Thus, the decision to 
drop Venkatapathy Raju 
for Subroto Bweijee was 
an all-or nothing 
gamble, a desperate but 
bold plan to save face in 
the next Test match. This 
was the bold approach 



we had all lulled for early 
in the Series, and it was 
compounded by the 
gamble to send ^jstralia 
in to bat once the toss 
had been won. 'The 
gamble would have 
woiiced even better If j 
David Boon had 
perished, but at the end 
of the-flrst day he iras 
still there with 89 runs to 
his name and a 
pugnacious expression 
on the Jaw. 

Where, then, did this 
tour go wrong for India? 
On Indian soil, one 
susptects, when the 
decision was made to 
play the thrCe one-day 
games against South 
Africa. The choice of 
hosting the historic 
series against Clive 

Srikkanth was the only 
dOne to have a complaint 
a9alnst the umpiring 





'Aw." ■' \ 






Rice’s men meant. In 
oflecl. that there was 
liliJc preparation on 
Australian soli for the 
Test s(.‘rl<-s. The choice, 
we must conclude In 
retrospect, was warped. 
A one-day series affalnst 
the South Alrlcans was 
fliven more empliasis 
lhan a Test senes 
against Australia, one ol 
the ino.st talented and 
certainly the most 
compel 11 iv<- side in the 
world. 

Thai, then, wa.sthe 
llrst lalal error. II was 
compounded several 
times in 1 he course of I he 
lirst IwoTests on 
Ausir.ilian soil. All the 
negallve|)ublicity dunng 
the MelhournoTesl 
certainly did the cause ol 
Ihe lonrisLs nogreal 
good. At this stage, let me 
point out that. no. 1 was 
NOT at the MCGIheday 
of the controversial 
catcli. 1 lowever, I had the 
henellt of watching the 
event several times in the 
course of the day. In slow 
motion and at noniial 
s[)ecd. couric.sy Chfinncl 
Niue's replay facilities. If 
it was impossible to tell 
wliciher the catch had 
bei’O cleanly taken to 
dismiss Axharuddin in 
slowmotinn.it was 
utterly impossible to tell, 
at normal speed, what 
had event ualed. 

l^t it also be said that 
the Indian captain did no 
harm by standing his 
ground, but where the 
Indian team lost my 
sympat hy vote was wiicn 
the manager complained 
about the talent or 
otherwise of umpire l^n 
King. It is a manager s 
duty to make a fuss if he 
believes his team has 
received a faw deal, but 
King's umpiring did not 
warrant the complaint. 
Yes, Srikkanth was the 
\1ctim of a dubious King 
decision, bui if the 



No one looks kindly on 
a losing team that 
mokes 0 complaint 
about the umpiring: too 
often it is viewed CIS a 
ploy to divert attention 
or shift thoblcime 




Indian management had 
looked back in less 
impassioned fashion on 
the course of the match, 
they would have realised 
that things had evened 
out with the umpire’s 
decision not to rule 
Azhar out when there 
was the controversy over 
that catch. 

No oneJ|.ooks kindly on 
a losing team that makes 
a complaint about the 
umpiring; too often it Is 
viewed at the time—and 
In retrospect—as a ploy 
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The Indian team should 
demolish all myths about 
being a four-day Test side 

to divert attention or 
shift the blame from the 
fact that aTest match 
has been lost. In thfs 
case, lost badly. 

The Australian press 
treated the incident 
extremely fairly. I can 
still remember vividly 
the John Lever Incident 
and I wonder how the 
Indian jaess would have 
reacted if the situation ' 


had been reversed and If. 
on Indian soli. Australia 
had lost two Test 
matches by large 
margins and then taken 
refuge in whining about 
the standard of umpiring. 

TTiat said, there was 
even more negative 
publicity later in the 
week, over the question 
of whether Azhar was to 
be replaced as captain by 
Kapil Dev and whether 
Krishnamachari 
Srikkanth would play in 
the final Test in Sydne' 


or not. Azhar. a television 
microphone thrust in his 
direction shortly after he 
arrived at Sydney 
airport, merely said he 
had not the time to read 
reports about his being 
replaced, and added he 
did not think about such 
things. To him go full 
marks for handling the 
pressure admirably and 
deflecting the 
controversy. 

On the question of 
Srikkanth, It was hinted 
In the Indian press that 


and fonner Indian 
captain had approached 
the team executive to ask 
If he could be overlooked 
for the final Test. The 
cricket manager. Abbas 
All Balg. said he had told 
Srikkanth "not to take 
the report seriously", 
while Ranblr Singh said 
uncquivoi'ally. "the 
report Is without 
foundation. It is 
ridiculous and reflects 
badly on him and the 
team". The controversy 
flared, but the question, 
to my mind, was merely 
academic anyway. 
Srikkanth had only 
scored 24 runs In four 
Te.st Innings, so what 
was all the fuss about? 

Santa shook his head as 
he clambered aboard the 
sleigh again, bound for 
yet another destination. 
He was not an avid 
cricket buff, but he knew 
his elves would have 
plenty of runs for the 
hugely talented Indian 
side next Christmas. 

And he bad a suspicion 
that, given the right 
leadership, this team 
could, very soon, 
demolish all the myths 
about It betnga four-day 
Test side. The twinkle 
was back In Santa's eyes. 

IMwid MclIIMioii. MatbowM 





Figures, 
Lies And 
Statistics 


"Figures don't lie, but 
liars figure." 
—rAnonymous. 

T ennis, a sport 
historlcallynot 
known much for 
statistics, is 
suddenly being deluged 
with numbers. I bet you 
didn’t know that unhe¬ 
ralded Lars Koslowskl 
leads the world in tiebrea¬ 
kers percentage. 1000. 
because of his 4-0 tie¬ 
breaker record. And. 
through Dec. 1.1991 in 
the IBM-ATP Player 
Match Standings that 
many newspapers now 
carry, we learn that 
Magnus Gustafsson tops 
everyone in clay play 
with an .837 percentage 
based on a 41-8 record. 
Stats are available on 
Just about everything 
from who brealm serve 
the most often to who 
wins first serve points 
most often to who wins 
most often against 
lefthanders. 


Is all this statistical 
data—undoubtedly ine¬ 
vitable because of tennis’ 
professionalization, com¬ 
puters and the worldwi¬ 
de obsession with sport- 
s—a good or bad 
development? 

Before dealing with 
that question, we must 
acknowledge that team 
sports absolutely need 
individual statistics. 
After all, teams have ofii- 



Tennis, a sport 
historically not 
known much for 
statistics, is 
suddenly being 
deluged with 
numbers. But do 
these statistics 
speak the truth? 


By PAUL FEIN 


cial standings, based on 
indisputable won-lost 
records: but their 
players do not. 

'rhe Chicago Bulls beat 
the Los Angeles Lakers 
for the 1991 National 
Basketball Association 
championship. No argu¬ 
ment there. But did NBA 
"most valuable player" 
Air Jordan have a better 
year than Magic 
Johnson? 

You'll need statistics to 
make your case. Experts 
and everyday fans 
cally scrutinize statisti¬ 
cal criteria like per game 
averages for scoring, 
rebounds, assists, 
steals, turnovers, etc., 
plus seasonal field goal 
and free throw percenta¬ 
ges. and throw in some 
intangibles like leader¬ 
ship and clutch play. 

You may put more 
weight on Jordan’s scor¬ 
ing or Johnson’s assists, 
but evaluate the stats 
you must. 


So. what about the 
individual sport of ten¬ 
nis? Strictly speaking, 
tennis doesn't really 
need any statistics—o- 
ther than singles and 
doubles railings, all-U- 
rae records and the com¬ 
pilation of oificlal tourna¬ 
ment and national team 
competition results. 

If Michael Sllch wins 
Wimbledon, it really 
doesn’t matter if his semi¬ 
final victim. Stefan 
Bdberg. won more total 
points, had a higher first 
serve percentage and 
committed fewer unforc¬ 
ed errors. Your winner is 
still Stlch. End of discus¬ 
sion! 

However, since pro ten¬ 
nis does not have any ofA- 
clal annual world ran¬ 
kings, that are accepted 
by ^ our sport’s dispara¬ 
te ruling bodies, media, 
players and fans, the 
evaluation of tourna¬ 
ment records Is a game 
anyone can play, ^d 
therein lies the danger 







Sabaibii hav¬ 
ing the best year 
andwissthetour- 
ntoieht favourite^ 
because she had 
thk best wbn^N 
lost record in 9i. 


the challenge. 

’ I^or example,Just 
before the 1991 French 
. Open, yarlous media 
people presented us wltfi 
the conventional wisdom 
«that Gabrlela Sabatini 
was having the best year 
. aitd was the tournament' 

. favouiite because she 
the bestr-get -' - 
- 1Aia—woh*ldsf singles .. 
rbiit9rdm.I99l. ' . 

, ’ that then 

i Mdnir 

'^^e^hpdw^.thi^''. 
pipy Gra^ Slain ev^ 
'ppto^t^ntthV • 
./^p|taIUtnlQiia3h,i^^ ■ 

'/iJ)(tpn«it)^i^t4ptPn \. 
intentional * 


m 


i f \ ra ft i 0 1 


'^s^.tdddedrwon ^*^ 

.'4^ .efpve^ dtHer 


J^fi^vovailliib / 

cpiiil' 

tM dipiiitl^ninnn ' 

n.yaluepfthe 








'>S 






'X /. 






% 



na Navra^ovd captured 
a record nine Winiedon 
singles chan^onships. 
ButheorsheUkefycmild- 
n’t' eiytnj;e]n you thatldar- 
gajte^Gonrt faddathe 
jpcc^ ftv mostcapeer 
Grarid Slam titles (6)2). 
'^hdthattllmmyOinnOrs 
IS uMqUbinadnhing the 
Cn^'^’^^treedlfirer- 
^toourt suHhoes. 


Qabriala SatMtini: baat 
won-loatsiiH|i«s neofd 


Now figure fanatics 
can immerse themselves 
in a^ethora of stats. 
Koslowskl’s impressive- 
looking 4-Q.tiebteaker 
record thlsyeartsfollow- 
ed by Jaime Yzaga and 
Jan Gunnarssoh at 6-1 



















matches In the final set; 
how importan I the tour¬ 
nament was; and the 
records o(his opponents 
In Uebreakers, etc. Those 
circuit leading tiebrea¬ 


ker records. In other, 
words, may be t^flC^pr 
J ust pretty good pi^uiii? 
play, after all thli^,aire 
considered; TTie p^oblitpi 
is, al^ things are 


top tlehreaker perfor¬ 
mers hea t top J O. top 50 

or even top 150 players 
in these tiebreakers: 
whether any of these tie¬ 
breakers decided 


(.857 pcreenta/^e) and 
Reniso F*url^i at 12-4 

(.750 percdwage). 

What we do not know, 
however, is whether 
Koslowslgand the other 





minimum totals for sta¬ 
tistical inclusion. So we 
curiously find clay court 
specialist Martin Jalte 
listed in first place on 
grass. Ahead of grass 
court stars Stich. Edberg 
and Boris Becker, he has 
a minute but perfect 1-0 
record and a 1.000 per¬ 
centage. Mlnimums are 
clearly obligatory or else 
undistinguished Jaime 
Oncins would wind up 
atop the indoor category 
with a meager and 
unrevealing 2-0 recoM 
while Becker's truly out¬ 
standing 17-3 record 
would rate only second 
best. 

There are also inevitab¬ 
ly misleading statistics. 
Take total prize money, a 
category flawed on at 
least three counts. This 
weekly statistic combi¬ 
nes singles, doubles and 
mixed doubles earnings 
and therefore tells noth- 




sldered. And th^ never 
can be-Hinlessybu 
bitakdown thestsda and 

S backtoe^jchniatidi. 

^ tet and often 
jamerand evetiea^ 


point. And that usually 
isn’t feasible. 

, Unlike neai^ all other 
pnofpbrts, textnisllius 
fitfbaackbs<|nnotto 
reqiitt^.lifestMnabler 


If Micfiael Stich 
vfins Wimbledon, 
it really doesn't 
matter if his semi 
final victim, Ste¬ 
fan Edberg, had 
higher first serve 
percentage and 
committed fewer 
unforced enors. 
Vour vhnner Is' 
still Stich* End of 
discussion*,*. 


ing about success in 
each event. Second, the 
cumulative nature of 
pjTtee money means that 
Player A could generally 
have worse tournament 
results than Player B but 
compete in 1' /a or 2 
times as many tourna¬ 
ments ahd thus amass 
more prize money. 
Moreover, mega-prize 
money events such as 
the $6 million Grand 
Slapi Cup. further throw 
off the earnings num¬ 
bers. Its winner collects a 
staggering $2 million, at 
least triple what the 
other Grand Slam tour¬ 
nament champions 
collect. 

Of course, the correct 
analysis and interpreta¬ 
tion of statistics are eve¬ 
ry thing. For example, if 
you analyze first serve 
percentage in Isolation, 
you'll miss the point. 
However, if you judi¬ 
ciously figure in other 
related, crucial variables 
and stats—such as 
points won outright on 
first serve, the quality 
and consistency of the 
second serve, the caliber 
of the opponent's service 
return, toe frequency of 
holding serve, etc. 

—then you’ll understand 
that 65 per cent first 
serve success for Chris 
Evert may be so-so, while 
55 per cent for Stich may 
be satisfactory on a 0ven 
day 

The most revealing sta¬ 
tistics and sophisticated 
analyses are often produ¬ 
ced topnotch coaches 
whose tactical and tech¬ 
nical advice to players 
reflects that knowledge. / 

ThetesiofussivauVd I 

enjoy these slats but be I 
careful not to conclude 
too much from them. 
Remember: while figures 
don’t lie. they sometimes 
mislead# 












iAL CALENDAR 


ATHLETICS 

April 12: London marathon 

April 20: Boston marathon 

Ma)r 17: lAAF Gland Prlx, Sao Paulo 

May 24:1AAF Grand Prix, New York 

May 30: lAAF Grand Prix, San Jose 

June 6: lAAF Grand Prix, Seville 

June 30: lAAF Grand Prix, Helsinki 

July 2: lAAF Grand Prix, Stockholm 

July 4:1 AAF Grand Prix, Oslo V 

July 8: lAAF Grand Prix, Lausanne 

July 10: lAAF Grand Prix, Crystal Palace tj^HjjL 

July 13:1 AAF Grand Prix, Nice 

Aug. 11: lAAF Grand Pnx, Monte Carlo , 

Aug. 16: lAAF Grand Prix, Cologne , 

Aug. 19: lAAF Grand Prix, Zurich 

Aug. 21: lAAF Grand Prix, Berlin 

Aug. 28: lAAF Grand Prix, Brussels 

Sept. 4: lAAF Grand Prix Final, Turin 

Sept. 15-20: lAAF World Junior championships, ^ 

Seoul ^ 

Sept. 25-27’ World Cup Athletics, Havana 

Sept. 27: Berlin marathon 

Nov. 1: New York City marj/ihon 

•BADMINTON 

March 11-14: All England Open Championships 
May 6-17: Thomas and Uber Cup flnais, Kuala 
Lumpur 

May 24‘-Junc 6: World championships, Birmingham 

CRICKET 

Jap. 2-Peb 17: England tour of New Zealand. 

Feb. 22’March 25: World Cup in Australia and New 
Zealand 

Jan. I l-22iWSCTriangulartoumament-Finai Phase 
Jaa<25ilndia vs Australia, Fourth Test, Adelaide 
Feb. l-5«India vs Australia, Fifth Test, Perth 
April 13iEnglish First class season starts 
June-AugustiPakistan in England 

FOOTBALL 

Apriji 1: Europeaii Cup quarter-final group matches; 
Cupwinpm Cup «id UEFA Cupsemi finals, first leg. 
April iii FA Cupsemi flnais 
AprH i9: UEFA cup flqal first 
May ^CttpAvinn^ Cpp flnal^ 

May».-^^tpp4^l r ... 

MifSA) UVFA*e^Iliia|/^il;oie||f 














May 20: European Cup final 

June 10-26: European Nations championships, 

Sweden 

GOLF 

June 18-21: US Open 

June 25-28: French Open 

July 16-19: British Open 

Nov, 5-8: World Cup of Golf, Spain 

HOCKEY 

Feb. 21-28: Champions Trophy, Pakistan 




MOTOR RACING 

Formula One grand pilx 
March 1: South African, Kyalami 
March 22: Mexican, Mexico City 
May 17: San Marino, Imola. 

May )1: Monaco. 

June 14: Canadian, Montreal 
July 5: French, Magny-Cours 
July 12: British, Silvcrslonc 
July 26: German, Hockenheim 
Aug 16: Hungarian, Hungaroring 
Aug 30: Belgian, Spa Francorchamps 
Sept 13: Italian, Monza 
Sept 27: Portuguese, Estoril 
Oct. 25: Japanese, Suzuka 
Nov. 8: Australian, Adelaide. 

June 21: Le Mans 24'hour race 


TENNIS 

Jan. 13-26: Australian Open, Melbpurne 

Jan. 31-Feb. 2: Davis Cup, first round 

March 2-8: Indian Wells (men), Boca Raton (women). 

March 13-22: Key Biscaync (men and women). 

March 27-29: Davis Cup, second round. 

March 30- : Hilton Head (women). 

April 6-12: Japan Open, Tokyo (men). 

April 20-26: Monte Carlo Open (men). 

May 4-10: German Open, Hamburg (men); Italian 
open, Rome (women). 

May 11-17: Italian Open, Rome (men) Berlin 
(women). 

May 18-24: World Team Cup, Dusseldorf (men). 

May 2S-June 7: French Open, Paris. 

June 2-7: Direct Line Insurance tournament, 
Beckenham (men) 

June 8-14: Stella Artois, Queen's Club (men); Dow 
Classic, Edgbaston (women) 

June 15-20: Pilkington Glass championships, 
Eastbourne (women); Manchester Open (men). 

June 22-July 5: Wimbledon Championships 
July 13-19: Federation Cup, Frankfurt (women); 
Stuttgart (men) 

July 20-26: Canadian Open, Toronto (men) 

July 27-Aug. 9: Olympics, Barcelona 
Aug. 10-16: Cincinnati (men) 

Aug. 17-23: Canadian Open, Montreal (women); 
Indianapolis (men). New Haven (men). 

Aug. 31 -Sept. 13: US Open, New York. 

Sept. 25-27: Davis Cup, semi-finals. 

Oct. 5-11: Sydney (men). % 

Oct. 12-18: Tokyo (men). 

Oct. 20-25: Midland Bank championships, Brighton 
(women). 

Oct. 26-Nov. 1: Stockholm (men). 










RANJI TROPHY UPDATE 
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N othing 

succeeds 

like 

success, 
thqrsay. 
and this 

was proved right for 
national cricket 
champions Haryana In 
this year's North Zone 
Ranjl Trophy league. 

Haryana, who ' 

surprised both the lay 
followers and the 
cricketing pundits by 
winning the Ranjl 
Trophy last season 
defeating Bombay and ' 
then a strong Rest of 
India side to etch their - 
name on the Irani Cup 
early this season, 
retained the gloss in 
their performance 
despite the absence of 
their star and 
mentor—Kapil Dev. 

Kapil Dev. doing duty 
for the country in 


The Haryana taam which 
won the Ranjl Trophy last 
year: No puts, ho glory. 


r.<.‘ 



Australia now. was 
himself certain that his 
team would do well and 
expressed optimism over 
his team's pro^ss at 
every stage In the Ranjl 
Trophy, even without 
him. And the team lived • 
up to his expectations, 
playing like champions- 
Ledabtyl^Chetan 
Sharma, they proved 
their prowess In all the 
departments of the game 
to capture one of the two 
available slots from the 












zone In the knock-out 
phase, along with Delhi. 

For the second year 
running. Haryana 
slammed the door on 
Punjab and by this 
ensured their entry into 
the second stage of the 
championship much 
before the Zonal league 
was complete. 

Haryana's league 
opener against Services 
at Faiidabad perhaps 
gave an Indication of the 
form they were in. Played 
some three weeks after 
their momentous Irani 
triumph. Haryana 
handed down an Innings 
and 212-run defeat to 
the Services. Much of It 
was possible due to the 
two double centuries by 
AJay Jadeja (256) and 
Amarjeet Kaypee (200) 
who bettered a 
47-year-old Ranji record 
for the third wicket. 

Bolstered by such a 
good start, Haryana 
continued to grow in 
stature and an innings 
victory against 
weaklings Jammu and 
Kashmir and Himachal 
Pradesh only proved to 
I be cases in point. 
Haryana's best moment 
would probably have 
been when they pinned 
I^njab’s hopes to the 
ground in the 
penultimate league 
match. 

A second double 
century by Jadeja (228) 
and useful contributions 
by others enabled 
Haryana take a massive 
266-run first innings 
lead against Punjab. 
However, the Punjab 
batsmen who had earlier 
collapsed in the first 
knock batted with 
greater application and 

Maninder Singh Is 
perhaps the only 
domestic spinner to be 
among the wickets. The 
pacers get the majority 



determination to avoid 
what could have been an 
innings defeat. 

Jadeja who has come 
to be the mainstay of 
Haryana's batting, put 
his class up for display 
throughout his stay at 


the wicket. It is this 
consistency that has 
helped him accumulate 
over 800 runs in the 
RanJl Trophy this 
season. In fact, it was 
sheer misfortune that he 
failed to hit his third 
double century in RanJl 
this season when he got 
out on 199 against 
Himachal Pradesh. 

If Jadeja and Kaypee 
were the pillars of 
Haryana's batting, 
Chetan Sharma took 
care of the bowling 
department. Sharma, 
who is yearning for a 
recall to the national 
squad, bowled with 
vigour on lifeless pitches 
and worked with the 
handicap of not having a 
partner who could share 
the load on the other end. 

The domestic cricket 
circuit is facing a paucity 
of talented spinners and 
this was amply reflected 
whenYogender 
Bhandaii. who 


performed creditably for 
Haryana in the Ranji 
final last season, 
struggled to get wickets, 
while former Delhi 
spinner Pradeep Jain 
and Deepak Sharma 
lacked the incisiveness. 
The only exception was 
Maninder Singh who 
captured 38 wnckets in 
the league phase to 
underline his 
contribution to Delhi's 
progress. 

Delhi's batting is its 
forte and opener Manu 
Nayyar and discarded 
captain K.P. Bhaskar 
performed their roles 
well. Added to this was 
two centuries by AJay 
ShaiTOa and four 
plus-50 scores by Sanjay 
Shanna that helped 
Delhi move ahead with 
ease. Of course, there 
was a minus matk 
against Delhi’s overall 
score card when 
Haryana forced them to 
concede a first-innings 








A|ay Jadaja haa come to 
DO tha malnatary of 
Haryana’a batting 

lead in the final league 
match, which at tually 
decided the zonal winner 
Haiyana got one point 
more than Delhi but 
could not catch up with 
the dlflerence to finish as 
runners-up with 97 
points to Delhi's 102 
However, the zonal 
position will not affect 
Haryana's status in the 
knock-out phase where 
they are se^ed on the 
top Once there, 

Haiyana will meet the 
winners of the East Zone 
in the quarterfinal while 
Delhi t^e on the 
winners of the 
pre-quarterfinal 


between East Zone 
runners up and West 
Zone runners-up The 
quarterfinals are 
scheduled to be held 
from February 28 
The third strong team 
of the/one Punjab 
continued to languish 
for the second year in 
succession Last year, 
they lost on points but 
then the thankless 
tangle over a technical 
point that ended up in 
court, only earned them 
fewfnends 
On the field this year. 
Punjab fared miserably 
in the league match 
against lielht and lost it 
by an innings and 40 
runs and that too on 
home ground Their 


second most important 
fixture against 
Haiyana. could have well 
gone against them but 
for some last-day heroics 
their batsmen, who 
otherwise went through 
a lean patch 

Punjab once again got 
into a tangle but this 
time their association 
was at the receiving end 
for not being able to 
provide the appi oved 
quality of balls and their 
opponents Services 
refu!>ed to play with 
another variety The 
match was called oil but 
the entire episode w^is 
handled rather shoddily 
with the umpires 
reversing their own 
dec Ision ol awai ding 
equal points to the rival 
teams aflet the 
intervention of the 
Cricket Board Ttie 
match was finally 
replayed 

The problem initially 
arose with the ruling of 
the Cricket Board to use 
a specific quality ol 
cricket balls in the Ranji 
Trophy a move made to 
standardise the 
equipment throughout 
the country However, 
logistics ( ame In the way 
and surprisingly Punjab 
which is one the major 
centres for sports goods 
manufac ture in the 
country fell vie lim to this 
malady 

A senior official of the 
Board at Whose 
instance the umpires 
reviewed their decision, 
was critical of the 
approach of the 
association concerned, 
and wondered why 
Punjab couM not plan for 
the match However one 
hopes the Ranji Trophy 
will proceed smoothly 
although there appears 
to l>e something brewing 
in the Central Zone this 
season 
ILP.VMial, 
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MONTEZE- 
MOLO Is a Roman 
aristocrat who. like the 
noblest Roman of them 
all, must now beware the 
Ides of March. 

McLaren-Honda and all 
the rest. To him has 
fallen the most daunting 
Job In the sport, for the 
challenge ofmanagtng 
the Ferrari Grand prix 
team has a tradition ot 
overwhelming anyone 
bold enough to attempt It. 

The famous Italian 
racing-car makers have 
such vast technical 
resources that when NIki 


Lauda flrst visited their 
factory he remarked that 
he could not understand 
why they did not win 
every race they entered. 
But the internal political 
machinations which are 
another legacy of their 
founder, Ensso Ferrari, 
have regularly reduced 
Italy's sporting pride and 
joy to disorganised 
also-rans. 

The 1991 season was 
one of their very worst. 
During the year, the 
team manager Cesare 
Florlo and the No. 1 
driver Alain Prost were 
dismissed, the team 
failed to score a single 
win, and chaos and 
uncertainty prevailed in 
every aspect of their 
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Luca di Montezemolo’s takeover 
of Ferrari, the automobile 
giants, could help to boost its 
sagging fortunes on the 
Formula One racetracks. Alan 
Henry explains why 


operation. 

It is a measure of di 
Monteaemolo's status 
that even 
dyed-in-the-wool 
sceptics believe he has a 
good chance of reviving 
the fortunes of the 
Prancing Horse in 1992, 
for the same mgn had 
presided over Ferrarl's 


resurgence in the 
mid-1970s, building the 
platform from which 
Lauda won his flrst world 
champienship for them 
in 1975. 

The Austrian driver 
repeated that triumph in 
1977 but left them for 
Brabham the foliowlng 
year and when he 












claimed his third title, in. 
1984. It wawS behind the 
wheel of a McLaren. Jody 
Scheckter, in Ij979, was 
the last Ferrari driver to 
win the world drivers' 
championship. 

Late last month, the 
now44*year-old dl 
Montesemolo replaced . 
Piero Fusaro as 


DIMoiitaaeniololf 


]n'-] «T i«t: T*jiiriiiTTil 


who cah bring Farrari 
bMk to tha front 

presldenjt of Fetrari and 
the messl^e went out on 
the Formula One 
grapevine: "Luca is back." 

His Job is thou^t to be 
worth at least £300,000 
a year, but to dl 
Montezemolo, scion of a 
wealthy family, that is of 
secondary interest. 

Lean, athleUc and 
endowed with filmstar 
looks, he gained a law 
degree from Rome 
University arid 
continued his studies at 
Columbia University in 
New York. During this 


period he toyed with the 
idea of competiUon 
driving and briefly Joined 
the Lancia rally team 
before completing his 
1^1 studies. 

His entre to the Fiat 
empire came through a 
close friend who was a 
nephew of Gianni 
A^elll. and in June 
1973. with the Ferrari 
team out of the winner's 
circle for more than a 
year, he was recruited as 
Enzo Ferrarl's 
right-hand man. 

"Once I got to know 
Luca, I quickly realised 
how valuable his 
contribution was over 
the winter of 1973-74, 
before I Jctned the team." 



I.auda recalls, "lie was 
very good at telling (he 
old man precisely what 
was happening at the ,, 
circuits. He did that with 
a totally impartial mind, 
which was veiy good 
because maylx the lines 
of communication 
hadn't been too good 
before." 

Ferrari team 
managers had 
traditionally reported 
whatever Enzo Ferrari 
wanted to hear. Isolated 
in his Maranello fortress, 
never travelling to the 
races, he had become 
vulnerable to biased 
titbits of Information 
which inevitably 
reflerled well on the 
team managers and less 
soon the drivers. 
Factions and strife 
developed as a result. 

Oi Montezemolo cut 


The Ferrari Formula 1 
model on display. Good 
looks, unimpressive 
p^ormance 
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through this 
counterproductive 
charade He had no axe 
to grind and. benefiting 
from Agnelli's tacit 
patron^e, had no 
Inclination to distort the 
facts when reporting to 
his boss 

Unfortunately for 
Maranello s long term 
good, di Montezemolo s 
career was too 
fast-moving, at the end of 
the 1975 season, with 
Lauda having sec ured 
their first world 
championship in 11 
years.he was promoted 
within the Fiat hierarchy 
and the Ferrari Fl team 


Ferrarl's lowHsy 
performances on file FI 
circuit Is affecting N’s 
corporate market 


soon slipped back into 
their old bad habits. 

With Fiat, dl 
Montezemolo spent 
much of his time as a 
corporate 

trouble-shooter He 
worked for Agnelli's 
publishing interests, for 
the drinks company 
Cinzano, for Juventus 
and for the Italian 
yachtsmen's assault on 
the America's Cup Last 
year saw his 
highest-profile 
appointment so far. as 
chief organiser for 
sore er s World Cup when 
Italy hosted the 
tournament 

He returns to Ferrari at 
a time when the road-car 
business is flourishing, 
yet for all his overall 
responsibilities he is 
perceived above all as the 
potential saviour of the 
racing team 








' ^ I y 












i 


•S 'I 


4 — I 




J 






- 


6 











*otr'0* 




w 


tJSST'ltfSX 


»r'^ % 


* 

!:> 






9.M.*\ 


:rQr>- 


fJttif Xm» 


inik -» 




tUJ 




"He is an Italian with 
the type of 

well-discipline mind who 
could well make a 
significant difference 
and bring order to 
Ferrari,” says Peter 
Collins, managing 
director of the Lotus F1 
team. "I think he could 
transform Ferrari.” 

With Ivan Capelll and 
Jean Alesl the drivers, 
however, di 
Montezemolo regards 
next season as a holding 
Vear. Yet he does not 
have unlimited time on 


They’re off! But where’s 
Ferrari? Can 
Montezemolo handle the 
pressure from McLaren 
Honda and Williams 
Renault? 


his side, and he knows 
he cannot trade on his 
past reputation. Gianni 
Agnelli has stated his 
aim to sign Ayrton Senna 
for Ferrari in 1993. and 
di Montezemolo is 
charged with the 
responsibility of 
transforming the team 
into something the 


reigning world champion 
would be only too 
pleased to Join. 

That eventuality must 
be a source of some 
concern to Senna's 
current employer. Ron 
Dennis, but if the 
McLaren team chief is 
worried he is not 
prepared to admit it. He 
knows that, to have any 
hope of signing Senna. 
Ferrari must teat 
McLaren in 1992. And 
eveh for Agnelli's golden 
boy, that looks a very tall 
order. • 











C ONTINUING 
with the kata, 
this week keep 
in mind that all 
the movements 
demonstrated are 
actually performed m the 
other direction It is just 
for the sake of < lanty that 
we ai e showing it to you 
from the front 

■y SMvail Onguly 
Kyokuahlnlialkaii karate 

PHOrOOHAPHS nAMANBHAlLA 


4. In the same stance, deliver an 


uraken'teuM or 
back fist strike at face height 
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win a lot more matches Ifl could 


BEST "TAKE THAT!**—-After Jim serve and voll^ better. And 1 don’t 

Courier and Andre Agassi pounded know how to lob." 


out impressive four-set victories 
over Michael Stich and Boris 
Becker to setup the first 
all-American men’s final at the 
French Open in 37 years. Courier 
lashed out; "I’d like to slap around 
the people who asked where 
American tennis was about five 
years ago. This says, ’Here we are." 
BEST RETORT—^spending 
sharply to Sports lllustmted's 
unflattering French Open article. 

' French champion Jim Courier 
wrote this letter to the editor. "It’s a 
real shame that two Americans 
reached the finals of the French 


BEST DREAM COME 
TRUE—After pro tennis nonentity 
Mark Keil showed ninth-ranked 
Pete Sampras at the Stella Artois 
Championships and then survived 
the Wimbledon qualifying rounds, 
he said: "It’s been everythingyou 
dream of. If someone had told me 
when 1 was at USF (University of 
South Florida) that 1 would beat the 
UlS. Open champ and make the 
Wimbledon malndraw.I would 
have laughed in their face. But, 3 rou 
know, ifyou work hard, dreams 
come true." 


mm 


teUir^ statiadcin Stefll GrafkflMl,. V 
3'6,S*6 final victoiy over Gdtkidlii 5 
Sabatini forJier third Wiml^edon - 
title was herconvcrtingaflsei«ii 
break point chances she had. 

WORST 

ETIQUETTE-Rancorous. 
flag-waving groups of Serbs and 
Croats taunted each othqr between 
points during Yugoslavian Goran 
Ivanisevic’s first-round victoiy 
over Spain’s Sergl Brugera at the 
Austrian Open, and violence 
erupted during Yugoslavian Goran 
race’s second round match when 
a group of teenagers wearing 
pro-Croatia T-shirts attacked two 
men and stole their Yugoslavian 
flags. 

BEST SPORTSMANSHIP-At the 
Dow Classic in Edgbaston. 

England. Japan’s Maya Kldowaki 
volunteered that she had touched 
a ball going out Her opponent 
Martina Navratilova said she was- 
"shocked" and that nine out of ten 
players would not have admitted it 
"Sportsmanship is still alive." she 
said. 

BEST NAME—Anna Smashnova. 
The 15-year-oId Soviet Immigrated 
to Israel mid won the French Open 
Junior title. 

BESTTENNIS 

MUSICIAN—YannickNoah. His 
"Saga Afirica," a mixture of Afilcan, 
pop and reggae styles, rrached No. 

2 in the French charts. 


Open for the first time since 1954 
and not one good thing could be 
said about either." 

BEST "SURVIVAL OF THE 
STRONGEST"—"The game has 
grown up and Is a lot more 
physical. You can’t win anymore fay 
playing dainty shots—the others 
will Just beat you up." stressed Guy 
Foiget who rose to a career-high 
No. 4. "You have to push theother 
guy to show thatjrou are stronger. 
It’s like a boxing match. You hit 
him once, twice, three of four times 
and then you have a (service) 
breaki .and that the guy Just gives 
,you t^ match.” m 











WORST QUOTE ABOUT 
PRESSURE—After losing In three 
lackluster sets to Jim Courier at 
the U.S. Open, 1990champion 
Pete Sampras, strangely, was more 
relieved than disappointed. 

"Maybe I can go b^k to my normal 
lifestyle now,” he said. 'Tm not 


reigning U.S. Open champion 
anymore. The monk^ Is oll^ij^ 
back a bit." 

BEST REJOINDER ABOUT 
PRESSURE—"How much 
pressure does Pete have? He will 
never have to woric another day in 
his life. He has got millions In the 
bank. He is 20 years old. I really 
think he should be able to go out 
there and swing freely and have 
fun with the game. Bveiyoneinthe 
world would trade positions with 
him." (Jim Courier, after hearing 
Sampras's comments.) 

BEST MATCH—Monica Seles’s 


6>3. S'S. 7*6 U.S. semifinal vlctoiy. 
over IS-year-oldwhlskld Jennifer 
Capriati. The riveting, l-hour, 
S6-mlnute battle produced 
ferociously hit baseline bullets on 
virtually every point. Seles, who 
survived by breaking Capriati 
twice as she served for the match, 
afterwards confided. "(I) can’t sftug 
out there at full power for 30 balls, 
"cause I'm going to die." 

BESTQUICKIE ANALYSIS—"She 
smacks them as hard as she can 
and thQT usually go In." (Martina 
Navratilova, on Monica Seles.) 



BESTTRIBUTETOA 
COACH—rARier reaclting the 
F^nch Open final, eventual 
chanqikm Jim Courier imdsed 
Jose Higueraa. his astute coach. 
"Jose opened Qres up to how to 

play tennis. Hehdpedmeusethe 
talentsi have, raua^more 
soitibly. He taught me that tennis 
Is much more than hitting the bail 
hard." 

BEST PHYSIOLOGICAL 
FEAT—After Jimmy Cotmofa 
glorious but gruelling five set. 
four-hour U.S. Open 
post-midnight win over Aanm 
Krlckstein ^ere Jlmbo twisted Ms 
knee and later needed two liters of 
rehydration fluid. Dr. Gary Wadler. 
the tounuunent pl^lclan, said: 
"Jlmngr gave new meaning to the 
age of 39.1 don't know if aiqrbocly 
reaUses what an Incredible 
physiological feat this Is." 

BEST SELES-ISRi-^"Maybe Pm 
Just growing up. One d^ I can be 
Madonna and be crasy. The next 
day 1 can be so reduslve. so Into 
mysdf. The third day, I can be 
somebody so dtSIment I'm Just 
realty shifting every day or wdfck or 
hour." explains tennis'new No. 1, 
auftf-fisciried Monica Sdes. 
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.1^jk9T lUSQim Ot7Tm--Sexy 
<3^8 bright red and 
'i^(KjhMrlelylow<fut dress dmt < 

4S^i^V^ons Dinnw during 
WUnH^on, particularfywh|m she 
bMatovar to sign autographs. 


BEST VALOUR—nnally 
surrendering to Intense back pain 
after flghtlng valiantly for 3 hours 
and 35 minutes against equally 
relentless Michael Chang, half his 
age (38), Jimmy Connors retired at 
4-6,7-5.6-2.4-6.0-15. HitUnga 
winner on the last point, a limping 
Connors said. "1 had to tiy to quit 
when! was ahead.” 

BEST TENNIS LEADER—Philippe 
Chatrier served as president of the 
International Tennis Federation 
for 14 crucial years with great 
vision, distinction, diplomar^ and 
integrity He resigned in May and 
handed the reins to Australia's 


g Brian Tbbin. Major achievements 
I during Chatrier's presidency 
I included the huge growth in ITF 
a development programs now 
^ running at more than $2 million a 
year, the massive Increase in the 
number ofpeople playing tennis, 
the increasing prestige of the Davis 
Cup (sponsored NEC) and the 

exciting return of tennis to the 
Olympic Games 
BEST BECKER QUESTlON-ls 
Boils Becker’s back injury 
career-threatening? On 
September 16 at a news conference 
in Essen. Germany, his manager. 
lonTiriac. said. "All the signs are 
that Boris's back injury is chronic 
Boris can hardly walk without 
pain, never mind play tennis. He’s 
constantly got these physical 
weaknesses going around in his 
head That makes him tense and 
Increases his chances of getting 
Injured. Boris is caught m a vicious 
circle. ’ 

BEST OFF-COURT SOAP 
OPERA-rAs Stein Graf absorbed a 
6-0.6-2 pounding from Arantxa 
Sanches Vicario in the French 
Open semifinals, her father Peter 
allegedly whacked former Graf 
friend and benefactor Jim Levee in 
the head in the VIP area. Levee, a 
wealthy tour groupie, had 
switched his allegiance to Monica 
Seles and other women players 

WORST ALLEGATION—Tf the ITF 
says they care for Africa they lie like 
a rug.” charged veteran Nigerian 
Davis Cup player Nduka Odizor. 
”We don’t see the money. The 
mon^ is distributed in Europe.” In 
truth, the FTFs Grand Slam 
Development Fund distributed 
$700,000to Africa during 1986-90 
and $610,000 in 1991 alone asa 
direct result ofthe funds from the 
Grand Slam Cup. 

BEST "TALK IS CHEAT’—T want 
to move to Los Angeles in four years 
and tty acting by the time I'm 25 
and finished with tennls.1 don’t 
have a good voice, which is wl^y ill 
have to settie for actlng.’’04fmio$ 
Sd^. on her life after tennis.) 


BESTRAPPROCH 
MENT—Although India does not 
maintain full diplomatic links with 
Israel and refused to send a team to 
Tel Aviv for a Davis Cup tie in 1988 
(and faced a suspension), it gave 
Israel’s under-16 tennis team a 
warm welcome m Bombay where 
unseeded Israel won the 
Asla-Australia zone in tht NEC 
World Youth Cup. 

BEST "YOU FIGURE IT 
OUTI"—Jana Novotna and Glgi 
Fernandez gained the final of three 
straight Grand Slam tournaments, 
won one of them, and then broke 
up The year before, Novotna and 
Helena Sukova came within one 
match of captunng a Grand Slam 
in doubles, and then they broke up. 


BESTGIANTKILLER—No. 114 
Patrick McEnroe became the first 
player with a 100-plus ranking to 
reach a Grand ^am semifinal 
since 1978when he did It at the 
Australian Open. Little Mac, aftn* 
beatir^Cristlano Carattl, quipped 
to the media: "It’s just fike you all 
expected: Edberg, Lendl, McEkuue 
and Becker.” 








WOKST LOdBR^-lnstead of 
sporting gMng his Australian 
ttevis Cup conquerer Richard 
Promberg credit. Frenchman Gi^ 
Forget made excuses for his 
6-7,7-6,6-3.6-3 upset loss in the 
quarterfinal tie. He blamed the 
hard, fast clay surface, his tired, 
cramped legs, and scheduling the 
matches outdoors In early May, 
and rationalized, "He was Just so 
lucl^, that’s why I was angiy.” 

WORST RIPOFF—A slice of pizza 
cost an outrageous $4.95 at the 
U.S. Open. 

BEST NICKNAME—"Puppet on a 
Strlng”is what they call Finland's 
effective but ungamly Veil 
Palohelmo. 


BEST BECKER-ISM— "It became 
24 hoursaday. When I slept, I 
suspected a secret camera under 
the sheet More I wm-ked to live up 
to my natlonallstk! dbUgattons, m 
more harassed 1 becanw. It’s tough 
to handle at age 23. but much 
harder at 17 and 18.’'(Boiis 
Beckm*. on theoppresslve burden 
of bdng a German hero.) 



BEST AMERICAN AT 
HEART— American fans like Boris 
Becker and he thinks he knows 
why. 'I would describe myself as 
not a typical German, and maybe 
that is a reason wIqt people come 
out and have a good time when I 
play. It took a couple of years until 
they got to know me. Resdly, the 
last two or three years. It feels like 
playing at home In America." 

BEST DISILLUSIONED 
CRITIC—Complaining about the 
scheduling and the courtslde 
monitor dlsplajmg service speed 
at the U.S. Pro Indoor tourney, 
John McEnroe complained. "It's 
supposed to be the AlPTour, but 
It’s a tournament directors’ 
tour ...When I was young.I thought 
I was going to change eveiything, 
change the whole rulebook. But 
when you bangyour head against, 
the weill eqou^ times, it starts to 
hurt. When 1 was younger, my 
head was so hard and so big that It 
didn’t hurt; now. It hurts.” 

BEST FORGOTTEN STAR—Only 
three years ago Mats Wllander won 
three Grand Slam events In 1991 
he and his six-member band. 
Wllander, went on a 17-clty 
Swedish rock-concert tour. 
Wllander, the band, did not get 
rave reviews.to put it gently .and 
Wllander, the player, was ranked 
mostfylnthe unspectacular 50s 
and 608. 

BEST TV INTERVIEW—Martina 
went on the offense to dispute the 
pallmony suit filed against her by 
her former lover. Juc^ Nelson, ina 
fosdnatlng televised interview 
with Barbara Walters on ABC’s 
"20/20.” Asked If their 
cohabitation-partnership 
agreement, the crux of Nelson’s 
lawsuit, was premeditated 
golddigging by Nelson, 

Navratilova replied: "Either she 
was going to have me or a lot of 
money," 

BEST FERFECnONISM-'l want 
to reachabsolute perfection. And I 
think I can rectoh It," ccmfided Steffi 
Graf to German journalists In 
Januaiy,' 
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comebBck. for l99Idnyw«y.aJltr 
fktjyioappdnUng. {Mj^esoOrst 
round loss at the VolvD Monte 
C^arioCH^* 


BEST AUTOMATIC LINE>CAtL 
SYSTEM—The TEL fTennis 
Electronic Lines) system invented 
by Dr John Baxter and Dr Bruce 
Candy of Australia, has elec trie 
cables laid beneath the court 
surface that transmit and receive 
siftnals, a courtslde box containing 
computers, a small hand-held 
computer operated by the umpire, 
and tennis bails containing a small 
amount of iron oxide powder which 
disturbs the electromagnetic Held 
to detect the ball s path The 
anticipated cost Is $80 000 per 
court 

BEST RACE RELATIONS 
RELAX ATION—Treating ATP 
players as individuals and not 
representatives of their country, 
the Japanese government softened 
their polk V towards South African 
players Veterans Gary Muller and 
Christo van Rensburg were thus 
allowed to play in a Japanese 
tournament (the Suntorv Japan 
Open) for the first time In their 
careers Sweden and Canada 
however, have not changed their 
policy prohibiting South African 
players 

WORST QUESTION—in a news 
conference after Mexican 
Leonardo Lavalle lost to favored 
Brad Gilbert in the second round of 
host Mexico s Davis Cup tie with 
theU S. a femkle writer frenn 
Mexico stupidly asked him. "Were 
you bothered by the foct the crowd 
hated you? 


BEST "SECOND 
OPINION"—Miscreant John 
McEnroe got some unexpected 
support from the local police when 
he was fined $10.000 for 
swearing—a record sum for verbal 
abuse —during his fourth-round 
Wimbledon loss It's all a bit out of 
perspective, commented chief 
Inspector DesWyke operation 
police commander at Wimbledon 
The worst of driving offenses is 
unlikely to prompt that level of fine 
It's what you d get for several 
burglaries. Wykesaid 


BEST COUNTERPOINT—Tf Seles 
was healthy enough to play that 
Sunday (exhibition at Mahwah. 
New Jersey) for big money (a 
reported $250,000), then she 
should have been healthy enough 
to plt^ Monday for her 
countiy She thumbed her nose 
at the rules, at the ITF. at the 
Women's Tennis Association and 
at her fellow players by saying, in 
effect. *I can do whatever I want and 
getawaywlthlt 'This time she was 
wrong (Tennis writer John 
Pefnsteinl 




WORST LINGERING 
DISCRIMiNAnON—Unequal 
distribution ofWlmbledon prlee 
money resulted in tile men 
receiving $3.7 ndlUon and the 
women$3.1 ndllkm. The 
chaiApkm redelved $40S.Q00wh{Ie 

















IBEST DISTRACTION—Near the 
end of Boris Becker’s Australian 
Open second'round vlctoiy, a 
woman at courtside lifted her top, 
bared her breasts and shouted, 
"Hqt, Bods, look at thlsl" 

BEST ENVIRONMENTAL 
PROGRAMMES—Wilson Spoiling 
Goods and Penn Racket Sports 
started to distribute col]ectlotf\>lns 
in south Florida and Phoenix,, 
respectively, as part of a 
nationwide reiTcling program for 
the plastic containers used to 
package tennis balls. 


BEST WIMBY-U,S, OPEN 
CONTRAST—Three-year absentee 
Andre A^si. who cml^ recentty 
had dismissed Wlmbledoi\as "Just 
another tournament,” warmed up 
to Wimbledon faster than anyone 
could have expected, and the 
feeling was mutual. ”1 fell into the 
excitement and classiness of it all.” 
related suddenly all-white attired 
Agassi. ”You don’t expeilence the 
fans here anywhere else. Very 
classy. At the U.S. Open In the first 
round 1 am used to people swearing 
at me." 


TOMMY HtNOliv 
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BEST ^Cfi ADMlS$ION->After' 
imposing ctf favored but 
Beaker^ a\ ., 
IMnib 

^b„ccmpid«]} "If attytaie. 


i^den;i. 




iffiST CONFESSION O-^ndlng 
his year-long sllmce. Peter Graf 
admitted ftiU respon^billty ftn* hfa 
daughter Steffi's demise as the 
world’s top player. "Stefft would 
still be the worid number onelf the 
had not been distracted by lurid 
newspaper coverage of the affair 
with the topless model,” he said. "A 
brief affair without much feeling, 
that was ft Without this whole 
story Steffi would still be number 
one in the worid.” 

BEST POINT WELL 
TAKEN—John Newcmnbe 
cogently argues that the ITF Is 
cutting Off its nose to spite its face 
banning Monica Seles, Gabriels 
Sabatini and Martina Navratilova 
from the 1992 Olympic Games 
because they didn't compete In the 
I 1991 Federatirm Cup. 

BEST HEARTFELT 
WORDS—When asked on the 
"20/20” TV programme how she 
felt about Judy Nelson, who 
recently had filed a multi-nMlHon 
dollar palimony suit a^nst her 
after their seven-year relaticmship 
ended, ever-honest Martina 
Navratilova resporided: "Tbtally 
betrayed. You Imow, ftqr failure Is 
that I don’t love her anymore. Well, 
should you pay for that?...I don’t 
have that kind of mon^. I mean. I 
^ve her that and f’m Inoke. I might 
Just as well stlurt^ over again, 18 
yiMurs Splaying tennis down the 
cWte.” 
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Indoor cricket is slowly establishing its intematiofnal presence. 
Played inside a net cage, runs are scored by hitting the side netting. 
And when a wicket falls, five runs are deducted from the total 


ry 


A SUNDAY 
aAemoo- 
n's 

cricket 

Rochdale in 
mid'Oecember may not 
be eveiyone's cup of t«i, 
but that was the venue 
for the Indoor Cricket 
Federation National 
League game between 
Rochdale and Aston 
Villa's Stumps 
This Is the first serious 
attempt the 
professionals of the 
outdoor game to move 
inside and there are 17 
county and international 
cricketers plasdi^ for 
teams around the 
country. 

Stumps are the team 
the rest want to beat 
They are captained by 
AslfDin.of 

Warwickshire, and also 
Include his county 
I colleagues Ancfy Moles, 
Neil &nlth and Tim 
I Munton. Neal Radford, 
WcMieestershlre. and 
Mike Catting, captain of 
Middlesex. 

Nett Foster, ofEssex, 
and Detbyahlre'sKtm 
Barnet are adth Iteswi^, 
aihlle Middleaex Do«W 


seam-up and not 
spinning version, is with 
Edmonton and 
Gladstone Small, of 
Warwickshire, turns out 
for Wellingborough. 

The professionals are 
the amateurs at indoca* 
cricket A team such as 
Rochdale, made up 
mainly of local lads, with 
the occasional 
hard-bitten Australian 
thrown in. have been 
pleylng the game for 


Indoor cricket 
I iso marvellous 
gome, offering 
lost action, 
great running 
between the 
wickets and 
breathtaking 
fielding. It 
lo^s 

tailor-made for 
television, with 
the game 
being all over 
in 90 minutes 


around sixyearsandare. 
shall we say. streetwise 
AsifOin believes the 
professionals are 
leamlngfast but says 
fleldinglstheblg 
dtffiermce. "The pros will 
not dive," he said 
To prove that this Is a 
serious {^me. Englwid 
beat South Africa 3-0 in a 
recent Test series. The 
return series will take 
place In South Africa In 
>^1. with the World 
Cup in Australia next 
October. 

Explainitigthe [^e 
makes it souiKl as 
complicated as die 
desf^ptlononthe 
tea-towels thatcan be 
! bought from Lord’k—You 
I know the onasthgt the 
Amerlcansatadl 
Japanese reach wMdh 
si^: "Whenyottaieout 
youarelnandVlfenthe j 

gafri.«toiete.”'nfe i 
MierlcahuitiiilyMii^ ^ 
loi^and Ihoutla'to m 

ulOnto^^Gf iMCBice the 
' ThejkfiteWiSaiitDhW 


I high-tmslon net cage. 

I The batsmen (^lerate in 
pairs and runs are 
scored by hitting the 
side-netting and can be 
increased by the pair 
running. The 
non-striker stands 
halfway down the pitch 
and ao half a run Is. in 
feet, one 

Wckets are taken in 
the aame way astfae 
outdoor version, but five ^ 
rutMare deducted for 
eveiy wfolmt that fella. 
Ycmcanalsobeout <' 
caught offttfeMdeof the 
cage. Eaeh team bowl ' 
ei^t'ball ovens with 
eachbattlngpfdtrittttie , 
crease for fourovets. M 
this potntf shotttd dmttt 
attthevfr^aneoewitt * * 
hacvertslidbiedforthe ^ 
Setfbeb. , ’ 

tlqttseittKmliew . . 


Hint* 
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razzmatazz, as he 

the length of the rage and 

waved. 

Befme the game 
started both teams 
huddled round m a circle 
at opjMfiite ends of the 
cagesndAwent through 
their pre-match chants. 


Rochdale, adu> were 
top of the league and 
undefeated, batted Qrst. 
The atmosphere was 
electric, with the crowd 
up against the cage. 

After every over, the 
fielders got together in a 
huddle and then 




returned to their 
posttionB after the chant 
of: "Who are we^ 

Stumps. ” Rochdale 
scored 8teadl)y and. 
when their last pata'camc 
in. their total stood at SO. 
En^and players Neil 
Rlddiou^andlan 
Walker were very alert 
and pinched runs at 
random, which 
prompted me to think 
that from my era Clive 
Radley and Roger 
Tolchard would have 
been brilliant at this. 

Equalhr, 1 thou^t of 
people a^o would have 
struggled Colin Mllbum 
came to mind, along with 
Jack Simmons 
Yoricshire's Geoffrey 
Boycott and Northants* 
David Steele. There 
would be a chance of a 
runout with those two off 
the last ball of every over. 

The pace of the game 
was now frenetic, with 
Stumps doing 
everything to stem the 
flow of runs. The pros 
were rattled and 
Rochdale ran up a total 
of 89. 

Stumps started 
bristly with Uie first 
pairing of Nell Smith and 
Gary Steer putting on 31. 
The heavy gang came in 
next In the shape of Arufy 
Moles and Gary ‘Sumo* 
Williams Two outs 
quickly dragged down 
Ae score and thou^ 
Radfintl and Munton 
recovered the situation 
somewhat, it was left to 
the star pedrlngctf Din 
and Qatting. both 
England intmiatirmals, 
to try to move the soofie 
fixmi 80 toa winning 90. 


fWhsaalHng 


Din has been at H 





thefawt 

Itwaa absolute 
paialemonlum as el^t 
were soared off the first 
fourddivertes, Catting 
was caught df the fifth, 
adiich p^ Rochdale in 
the driving seat A seven 
was scored offthe next 
bait, followed a iingte^ 
Four to win off the last 
ball seemed n^ 
impossible but a hit into 
the side-netUng, a shy at 
the 8tumps..a scrarnble 
through rar a third run 
with fielders, battors. 
spectators and 
Journalists divmg > 
everywhoe. meant that 
the game fintahed in a he 
at89'89. 

DeU^t for Stunqpa. 
dlsap^dntmeid ftn* 
Rochdale, you would riot 
believe the soerMsastha 
gnarled old pros were 
dandng ana celebrating 
as if they had wtm the 
NatWeatTVophy. Benaon 
& Hedges Cup and 
Sunday Lrogue aft In one 
afternoon. 

Indoor cricket la a 
marvellous game, 
offering fostachm, great 
running betweoi the 
wickets and 
breathtaking gelding. It 
looks tallor-aiade for 
tdevlslon. with the game 
being alt over in 90 
minutes. 

When Xlatr arrived 
from the Aowers 1 aaked 
titan howhe would 
nonnaltyq^eiMla 
Sumfoym December. He 
pursed bofoio 
tuuunnfngi *Tkdbalgy 
lylngan abaaOh In 
S^rdnqr/RoebdSle or 
^ydtMy^«^hnte for riiB to 
reach for the Sooldi. 










SECOND TEST, MELBOURNE 

UMPIRING BE DAM 


ON WITH THE JOB! 


Pl^TKR ROEBUC'K Ikis .some a(i\'icc for the tmirin” (iHiiaiis 





REVIEW 



S o far as themes go. thia^ 

column may resemble a Jazz 
trombonist on speed, darting 
from idea to idea. Mountains 
and molehills fought hard for 
attention throughout these 
four days of edgy cricket, so perhaps it is 
best simply to follow the mood 
First things flrst. Had Solomon and 
Abraham Lincoln been umpiring this 
game. Australia would still have won; th^ 
were the stronger side. Certainly India, 
and especially Kris Srlkkanth. were 
unlucl^. but they were also outclassed 
To dwell too much on umpiring 
mistakes—there were only two blatant 


India has to learn to taka the good decisions with the bad 


errors—istomissthepomt India need not 
pack their bags, as Australia threatened 
to do in reverse circumstances a few years 
ago. Instead they should give credit to 
their opponents and correct their own 
faults. 

Australia did not. m tact, play 
particular^ well. Not until extia time on 
Saturday evening did their juggernaut 
begin to roll—but once it did. victoiy was 
certain. Before that. Bruce Reid apart, 
their bowling had been maccuratc. 



straying wide in the flrst innings and 
feeding India's ‘Chapati’ leg-side shots in 
the second. 

Suddenly, after drinks at sue. Mervyn 
Hughes and Craig McDermott burst in to 
bowl fast and short, as if Just informed by 
Corporal Jones that these fellows "don't 
like it up 'em". For an hour, the pair bowled 
magnlflcently. showing that even under 
the new rules bowling can be flerce and 
legitimate. India hung on for 43 minutes, 
but once Manjrekar fell to a snorter they 
were doomed. 

And unless thQr can And an answer to 
Reid, India's prospects hereafter are 

I 

Front foot forward and across, Marsh 
countorsd svarything the Indian bowlers 
tossed up 
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If tt’a‘caught Boon, bowled ReM’.it’s got to baSrUckantii 


^oon^. He wets formidable In Melbourne, 
and seems a better bowler since his 
various operations forced him to open his. 
shoulders. Nowadays, Reid bonds 
In-swlngers at will, a dellveiy sowing 
seeds of doubt In the batsman’s mind. 
Accordingly, India has fallen Into the 
same trap as England did last year of 
scratching at eveiythlng around the off 
stump. 

With his height and deceptive length 
Reid Is a handftil, but no batsman facing 









him can afford to leave his timber out to 
diy In their second Innings. Sanjay 
Manjrekar and Sachin Tendulkar showed 
what could be done with discipline and 
concentration Their colleagues should 
forget about umpiring decisions—only 
one batsman had grounds for 
complaint—and instead concentrate on 
their techniques and now to fight back in 
Sydney 

Mind you. as I wrote earlier, Test cricket 
needs independent umpires of a high 
standard, a view supported by events in 
Melbourne India could ask themselves 
several questions Why did thqr bowl so 
wildly to Australia's tail? On such a pitch 
as this, length is enough, yet they blasted 
away, allowing Hughes to cut and carve at 
will ManoJ Prabhakar, a doughty 
cricketer, was espec ially culpable, 
bowling too short after his excellent first 
spell He serVes India well save when 
impersonating Ian Botham 

Ravi Shastri could boud more, too. for he 
seems the best spinner currently on 
Australian soil Also, India set unduly 
aggressive fields four slips and gully for 
Srinath, a veritable war party around the 
bat for Raju’s spin and hardly ever a third 
man It was not that sort of wicket, 
aggression and patience can be friends, 
not enemies. 

Being out of form and inexperienced. 
Mohammad Azharu(]dln uigently needs 
advice from senior players, and such 
points can be raised at a meeting Notions 
of dropping him must be abandoned, and 
if he endures this rocky patch he will 
emerge with character strengthened, a 
consideration also applt^lng to his team. 
India must roar like a lion, not miaow like 
a pussycat. 

For their part* Australia,gave a 
spluttering perfetirmance by thdr current 




high standards Reid, of course, was 
supeih. and so was Geoff Marsh, willing 
himself to runs, pride evident in every 
moment Here was a message to his 
challengers—catch me ifyou can, boys! 
Marsh's method against Kapil was 
intriguing and effective, front loot forward 
and across, goading Kapil into bowling so 
straight, allowing i uns to be taken 
through square leg 

Yet it was not these stirring efforts which 
will linger longest in the mind Rather it 
was the cussed, crotchety determination 
with which Allan Border hung on to his 
Steepler, and the bold contribution of Ian 
Healy. a fine cricketer whose prickles are 
less evident Rather it was the swing 
bowling of Kapil Dev—who reckons he is 
being helped by recent improvements in 
cricket balls—and the marvellous batting 
of Manjrekar, Tendulkar (until his rush of 
blood) and even of Oilfp Vengsarkar, 
whose stoicism I 9 adversity has won 
widespread admiration 

(TIm artids wu wntten just altar the Metbouma Teat) 
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THE MELBOTmNE TEST 


AniTUDE 


MAKES ALL THE DIFFERENCE 





The King is dead. Long live the 
King-. 


T he Indians must 
have been saying 
that to themselves 
after the Australian 
Cricket Board (ACB) 
announced that 
umpire Len King would stand 
again In one of the Indla games. 



Shastrl’s dMrthwiah In th* slip 
cordon rsminds one of ths moth 
and the flams 

He’s an amazing person, Len 
King. Before the second Test, he 
had said that his ambition was to 
stand In a Boxing O^y Test match 
at the MCG. And he's ensured that 
hlsdebut Test will be remembered 
for a long time: for some of the 
things he did. And for a lot of the 
subsequent actions they stirred. 










Indeed. King and Prue had a 
major role to play in the match Yet 
that is not to say that India don t 
need to show the ghost the door, 
brush aside the smokescreen and 
tiy to see why they are 0-2 down 
after two Tests When the Indians 
landed here it was widely believed 
that the batting would have to work 
overtime to m^e up for the 
bowhng. that the batting was 
arguably the best in the world, that 
Kapil Dev was nearing the end of 
his c areer as an International class 
bowler 

Brisbane hinted at it Melbourne 
turned these theories upside down 
and it is embarrassing to read 
some of the things we wrote m early 
November 

The batting has collapsed Like 
those beautiful sets in the movies 
when the hero gets into the ac t 
And four innings so far have seen 
the scoreboard reading83 6,87 6 
109 6 and 141-6 (the last figure an 
Improvement from 79 for 50 On 
wic kets that have been bounty and 
against an attack that has been 
hostile and persistent a certain 
hollowness has showed up 

Like at Brisbane, the start 
eluded India at Melbourne And 
India were on the wrong foot right 
away Unfortunately Srlkkanth 
who had virtually become a 
household name here in 85 86 is 
not the player he was and it has 
been a sad cricketing sight to see 
the turmoil in his mind reflected in 
his strokeplay Unsure of whether 
to play a Rambo or a Gavaskar, he 
has floundered And nothing 
illustrated that better than his first 
innings For 23 minutes he was as 
correct as say a Srlkkanth can be 
They he went into a pull shot with 
the enthusiasm of a child going to 
school and the ball ballooned off a 
leading edge Unfortunately for 
him. in the second inning Teny 
Prue gave him an Ibwdeclsion ^at 
Shakoor Rana would have been 
proud of and his last 
death-or-glory innings remained 
stillborn 

If bme spent at the wicket could 
be a su<x%s8 criterion. Shastrl 
would have been the hit of the tour 
He spent almost ^^t hours in the 
middle, significantly more than 



hoysmwoik 

ovsrtbnstoiqaks 

upforthsbowAig 




any of India’s top order batsmen. 
But he hasn’t yet aggregated 100 in 
the series In fact, at Melbourne, 
that was the major problem with 
the Indians They threatened to get 
set, and then either a rash shot or a 
good ball got them In the first 
innings, four out of the top six got 
past 20 believed to be the most 
difficult part of innings building 
but didnt reach 30 Shastrl. 
Manjrekar and Vengsarkar got 
good balls, Azharuddin and 

If only Kapil Dtv ths batsman 
could excel like Kapil Dev the 
bowler 
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Tendulkar tJhtf^ It ^way. 

What Indi^ n^eded was a coujrie 
of long and at least 

one Innings that could anchor the 
side; as Geoff Marsh did. 
unglaniorousfy but effecUvely, for 
Australia. 

Still, if one has to look for positive 
signs, there were a few at 
Melbourne. In both innings 
Manjrekar looked the world class 
batsman he is and it required great 
bowling to get him. Reid bowled 
him an absolute beauty in the fliat 
Innings and In the second 
McOennott produced the ball of 
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the match Towards the end of a 
long and humid day, he produced 
the bounce that only incredible 
physical stiength, and 
determination from another world 
could have brought about 
Manjrekaris beromlqg the symbol 
of deflance of the Indian team and 
his dismissal in that hour of death' 
saw the match saying goodbye to 
India 

In the second innings, 
Vengsarkar batted Just under five 
hours Asashowofsolidityitwas 
great stuff and If he can repeat the 
duration, for a few runs more, he 
will provide the thread that could 
well join the side together 
But what was potentially the 
innings of the match, and to my 
mind, the innings of his career 
came from Tendulkar He had 
scored 40 of the classiest runs you 
will ever see when the impetuosity 
of youth ruined the increasingly 
solid young man That shot off 
Peter Taylor must have been a 
longer chapter in Tendulkar s 
education than all those hours at 
Shivaji Park 

If Vengsarkar, Manjrekarand 
Tendulkar can take the tiny step 
that separates them from long 
innings, India might still win a few 
points in this series ft will be 
interesting to see them perform 
with the relative freedom t hat a 
good start provides At the 
moment, their bac ks aren t leaving 
the wall 

It will also allow A^haruddin, to 
whom this must be a nightmare, to 
walk into a better position At the 
moment, and this is a crucial issue, 
he is just not spending enough 
time in the middle 
Luckily for India the lower half 
has outscored the top half each 
time In the first innings, the last 
quarter scored more than half the 
runs! It's a great strength but that 
should only be the reserve rather 
than the main force it now is 
It's the bowling that has looked 
better each bme. And Kapil Dev 
has been outstanding He's ^ 

enjoying bowling here (he says the 
quality of the balls has greatly 
Improved) and the legendary 
outswinger looks better than it has 
been for j^eaTs. He’s reached 385 
now and 400Test wickets, which 
looked like ft would requires 


Captain Fantastic. 

Border can alt » 
out if he ao (Ms... 
andstlHwinl 


Boon’s tenacity la 
matched by his 
alacrity 











Elation for India aa Kapil 8trlke8...but such 
momontavvare few 



prolonged flght'to reach, seems 
round the comer. There's the old 
familiar flutter of the heart when he 
performs again and for itopil Dev 
the bowler, Australia is becoming 
the springboard for the return to 
strike bowler status. Gavaskar 
even believing he could be the best 
allrounder in the game. 

Prabhakar and Srtnath have 
been impressive too and it is largely 
this trio that has provided the 
Indian opposition (even if two 
fourth day/Inishes can be said to 
have provided opposition!) 

The Indians have been 
unfortunate to have run into Craig 
McDemiott bowling better than 
ever before. His off stump line is a 
delight to watch and the 
outswinger bowled at such great 
speed has been a potent weapon. 
Here, he was Joined by Bruce Reid 
whose love for the MCG must rival 
his hatred for the surgeon's table. 
He had 12-126 in his return Test 
match and they weren't even his 
best figures there. It was incredible 
bowling as. over after over, he 
slanted the balls right across the 
batsman and experienced 
observers reckoned this was 
among the quickest spells he has 
bowled. With Hughes keeping the 
pressure on, the Indians face a 
torrid time ahead. Yet, that is 
basically a three man attack and as 
More and Raju showed in the first 
Innings, can be conquered when 
tired. 

But the basic difference is 
attitudtnal. The attitude that 
allows Marsh to battle for six 
hours, that keeps Bruce Reid 
going, that makes Healy stretch 
further, that makes Dean Jones 
chase just as hard at 6 pm as at 11 
am. ' 

Border’s boys are a great 
amalgam rathqr than a salad. That 
makes them one of the great sides 
of the game. Irrespective of 
- whether it is King and Prue in the 
-middle.# 






WORLD SOCCER 


Will Rijkaard 

Return 

To Glory? 


F I^klinedmundo 

RUKAARD, according to 
Carlos Bilai do Jack 
Charlton and many others 
the perfect modem player has 
returned from his International 
wilderness of 16 months 
Exactly 16 months after his 
unceremonious dismissal against 
Germany in Italy 1990, the great 
Dutch player was coaxed out of 
retirement by Rlnus Michels, once 
known gs the father ol pressing 
football who again took up the 
managership of the national squad 
after 15 months in the shadows 
Rijkaard has thus created a stir 
At 30, the shy and unassuming, 
but renowned and brilliant player 
proved his worth in a 1 0 win over 
Portugal in a crucial European 
Championship qualifier on 
October 16 1991 Now he Is 
determined to demonstrate his 
worth notJustmtheEuiopean 
flnalslnJune 92 but also possibly 
In the 15th World Cup in the 
United States 
At 17, this fan ofmek music 
played for DWS Amsterdam 
alongwlth Ruud Gullit Till then 
and before hls Italian venture 
eleven years later In 1988with AC 
Milan, music was his passion. 
Soccer was not the be-all and 
end-all of life then, though this was 
to change later. Said Rijkaard 
then, "The marvellous sight and 
touch music brings me back 


down to earth again I often 
remember songs after the second 
hearing, adding Sometimes it 
seems that my ears are 
speediallsed in picking up special 
songs 

But when approac hed by Ajax 
Amsterdam In 1977 Gullit played 
It cool vdiile Rijkaard Joined his 
new club Gullit joined PC Harlem 
Instead and after eleven years the 
two were united at AC imlan 

The musk ally me lined Rijkaard 
however rose rapidly to play hls 
first intcmaUonal against 
Switzerland in September 1981 
And as the months rolled his fame 
grew too 

He had matured from a player 
superb on the ball and effortless In 
winning aerial balls loan 
Intelligent, tactical team player 


■rr 



One whom the best continental 
clubs could not Ignoie 

Meanwhile, PSV from Eindhoven 
was emerging from the shadows of 
Ajax amd Feyenoord at the 
domestic and international levels, 
thus stimulating Dutch soccer 

Rijkaard s contribution to DuU h 
football now became phenomenal 
He was now a menacing part of the 
Dutch quarter of Gullit 
Basten- Rljkaard-Koeman, which 
at its best was virtually 
unstoppable 

The same year he joined AC 
Milan with Gullit and Van Basten 

Initially, the Italian cra^e for 
soccer nearly da/ed him But he 
soon came to terms with the land 
where players are worshipped like 
demi¬ 
gods, and stardom, an accepted 
way of life For he was more a 
player, than a star 

I noticed how many lives are 
touched 1^ soccer , he said, adding 
When you walk through the poor 
quarters of Rome and Naples, you 
realise that you cannot 
underestimate the Impact' 

The lavishness of AC MQan. and 
a city where only soccer, music ahd 
business are discussed shocked 
him. But gradually he apfaredated 
the inner woridngs of« vast 
industrial and soccer 
establishment 
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By PALLAH MUHUKV 


Yet he remained a little shy and 
aloof, a little hesitant about 
staidom and In sig;nlng 
autographs He concentrated on 
his game, and played 
scintillatingly for three seasons 
with Milan, which is now a part of 
the soccer folklore 

ButironlcaUy, the Dutch 
national team was having 
problems AAer becoming the 
kings of Eurqpe. Rlnus Michels 
stepped down as manager, only to 
be replaced )ay Thljs Ubregts. who 
unfortunate^ was unpopular. \ 

parUcularly with Gullit for making 
racist comments abouthlm. ^ 
Several key players were against 
Ubregts. and the whole team was 
afTected They could not play to 
ttoir potential, even though they 
quallhed for World Cup 
Then three months before the 
championship. LCo Beenhakker 
replaced Ubregts. while the 
players yearned for Ji^nn Cruyff, 
almost resulting in revolt. 

Rljkaard felt humiliated, as his 
favourite position of pJaidng as a 
midfielder was repeatedly misused 
before and during the World Cup. 
Rijkaard felt his talents were not 
being given the recognition they 
deserved, Rljkaard was instead 
wasted as a defender, with his 
mfluenre m the match against 
Germany made minimal 'Instead 
of usmg my qualities as a 
midfielder. I felt like a Yo-Yo*" 
complained Rijkaard 

After that ellmlnaUcm game 
which they lost 1-2. Rljkaard was 
so humiliated, that he retired A 
few months later, he shook hands 
with Voeller and forgot about the 
incident 

Then luckily for Uie Dutch. 

Rinus Michels was reinstated as 
the manager after l5months And 
he talked sense to Rtjkaard, thus 
bringing him back, while Koeman. 
Gullltand Van Vasten were yet to 
regain their touch The obvious 
question now is whether we will be 
seeing a rejuvenated Rljkaard after 
a 16-raonth hibernation, ora 
pitiful caricature of his brilllsnt 
past? 





Past Glory Cannot Cope With Present... 


Inspite of India 
finishing on top 
of the medals 
table at the just 
concluded SAF 
Games in 
Colombo their 
overall standard 
is falling...and 
fast! 


• •• 


DISGRACE! 



help raise the standards 
of the other Saarc 
countries and for that, 
India's help was 
absolutely necessaiy. 

For the first four 
editions in Kathmandu 
in 1984, at Dhaka in 
1985. at Calcutta in 
1987 and the last lime m 
Islamabad in 1989. India 
dominated theseGames. 
In fart, apart from the 
1989 essay when 
Pakistan showed signs of 


giving India a challenge, 
the other countnes were 
embarrassingly left 
whlnd But all this led to 
a negative attitude and 
India, became 
complacent. So much so 
their preparations and 
attitude towards the SAF 
Games have been worse 
than casual. It was only a 
matter of time, before 
India's neighbours 
caught up with her. and 
that was precise ly what 


happened m Colombo, 
which played host to the 
fifth Games. 

Never before had India 
been reduced to such 
helplessness as they 
were in Sri Lanka. For 
the first two days. Sri 
Lanka actually led India 
in the medals tally. India 
finally did manage to get 
away, thanks to 
disciplines like 
weightlifting—which 
provided India with 18 


gold medals out of the 30 
available in the ten 
weight categories—and 
maUnllne disciplines like 
attiletics. India was 
pushed to the second 
spot Sri Lanka. In 
swimming, India trailed 
for four days and finally 
on the fifth, Sebastian 
Xavier’s Efforts took 
them to the top spot, but 
only just. Boxing 
brou^t India just one 
gold medal. 





Shooting, which was 
Introduced for the flrst 
time proved to be a 
disaster, more so in the 
women's section. T.C. 
Planagappa and Ashok 
Pandit saved India from 
humiliation in the nien's 
section. Bangladesh 
compounded India's 
woes by winning gold 
medals in the women's 
action. 

But as far as good 
competition and 
meaningful vlctortes 
were concerned, they 
came in the volleyball 
and basketball flnals on 
the last day of 
competition. Both of 
them were achieved 
against Pakistan and 
quite convincingly too. 
While ‘he victories in 
volleyball and basketball 
provided the highpolnts 
of the Games, the 
football campaign was a 
total disgrace. There was 
a goalless draw against 
Pakistan, who went on to 
win the gold, and a most 
painful defeat against 
Bangladesh. This meant 
that India were ^ut In the 
league stage itself. Not 
being able to qualify for 
the SAP Games football 
final must rank as the 
worst ever achievement 
in India’s footballing 
history. 

With India finishing on 
top of the heap with 64 
golds, the records will 
show that they 
managed to keep its j 

position of eminence in 
the region. But the real 
fact is that India is no 
longer the major 
sporting power in the 
sub-continent. Its 
sporting grip has relaxed 
considerably and It is 
only a matter of time, 
before It will be 
relinquished. This will be 
imminent, unless of 
course Indian ofllclals 
decide to learn valuable 
lessons from this 


unforgettable experience ‘ 
at.Colombo. It is the- 
same lesson that they 
ought to have picked up 
earlier at Islamabad. 

TWo years ago. 

Pakistan had showed the 
virtues of planning 
ahead. This point was 
hammered home by the 
Sri i.ankans. who had 
been at it for almost a 
year. Their biggest 
success was the 
athletics competition 
The aims here were 
clearjy spelt out. Less 
than two months before 
the SAP Games, Sn 
Lanka's athletics 
campaign at the Asian 
Track and Field (ATP) 
championships had 
been condemned a 
disaster. But the results 
at Colombo only proved 
that the peaking was 
planned for the year end. 
For their preparations. 

Sri Lanka ironically 
enlisted the same man. 


For the hosts, sprinter 
SJV. Dissanayakewas 
their biggest name, 
having won a medal each 
in the lOOni and the 
200m at the A.stan 
Games in 1990 at 
Beijing. But at the last 
Aslan Tlmck and Field 
championships he failed 
to reach even the linals of 
the same events. He 
proved the critics wrong 
bouncing back for the 
SAP Games and 
achieving the sprint 
double. In the women's 
section. Sri Lanka have a 
talented sprinter in S.V. 
Oharshasrl. who clocked 
an incredible 11.72 
seconds in the heats of 
the 100 metres. She went 
on to win the finals in 
11.93 seconds. At 17. 
she is a girl who is only in 
her second year of 
athletics. Her lime of 
11.72sci'ondsis 
something which no 
other Indian athlete. 


‘\ ('f befort' W' 
h lu'li)lessm' 


the Indian ofilcials had 
cast a.slde-+lany 
Wilson. Wilson was In Sri 
Lanka three months 
prior to the Games. 
Before that he had spent 
eight weeks there 
already. These periodic 
doses of training took Sri 
Lanka to commendable 
heights. India who were 
unbeatable in athletics 
once upon a time, had 
been relegated to the 
second spot in the 
sub-contlnentl Sri 
Lankan athletes not only 
produced medal winning 
performances, but in fort 
showed that they are 
capable of making a 
mark at the continental 
'level. 


i rst 1 \\ i) di 
led liKlia 


barring P.T. Usha can 
boast of, in the 
sub-continent. 

Dharshasri would 
surely rank as a 
potential medallist at the 
Asian level in a year or 
two. Then there was 
Sriyani Kulawansha. 
who after winning the 
high jump, clocked 
13.65 second in the 
100m hurdles. This 
was the fastest ever race 
run by an athlete In the 
region. India’s national 
record for the event is 
13.9 seconds by M.D. 
Valsamma. 

Jayamani IllejMruma. 
who beat Shiny in the 
400m. is good but it was 
poor race tactics that 


cost Saramma the gold, 
when Shiny herself was 
in no shape to win a 
medal. 

In the men's section. 
Sri Lanka have a good 
athlete in the making in 
the 1.500m. Ranjith 
Subasinghe. ran a life 
bestiof 1:47.99 and 
finished second to 
Pakistan's Nadir Khan, 
an Asian Games silver 
medallist. K.A. 
Karunaratne was too 
good for the others In the 
lO.OOOni and the 
marathon. 

The Indian reputation 
was in small ways 
redeemed by Reeth 
Abraham, who won the 
longjump and clocked 
her life best in the 100m 
hurdles. Josscy Mathew 
finally won a big race in 
his athletics career In the 
800m and of course 
Bahadur Prasad, who 
ran the 5.000m instead 
of the l.SOOnibut still 
managed to win it. 

Shaktl Singh continued 
to be the most consistent 
athlete in the country by 
winning the discus. 

Athletics quite 
naturally takes the 
prime spot in a 
multi-event Games. But 
in swimming. Sri Lanka 
excelled themselves 
through the combined 
efforts of cousins. Julian 
Bolling and Dlpika 
Chanmugam. Between 
themselves they won 12 
individual—five and 
seven—gold medals 
besides silver and 
bronze. It was virtually 
them against the rest of 
the field. 

In the weeks to come, 
there will be a more 
in-depth analysis of 
these failures by the 
Indians, but the 
recurring question is: 
will the Indian ofllclals 
recover from their 
Clumber? 



nTEmriEwi 


"Six times my 
nose has 
been 
smashed, 
and an equal 
number of 
times my 
shoulder has 
been 

dislocated"- 
Adrian Ezra 



ADRIAN EZRA: 


The Whiz Kid Of 


F air short and handsome, 
almost stocky, with those 
powerful lefts and 
shoulders, Adrian 
E/ra—the national squash 
c hampion for the last lour 
years—is just 20 and already 
thinks he is too old for the game He 
had created history four years back 
when at 17 he had won both the 
junioi and the men s national 
titles Sine e then, he has gone from 
strength to strength winning the 
national crown with consummate 



ease 

What places Adnan Ezra a cut 
above the rest of the top Indian 
squash players''’ For onf thing, he 
has probably worked die hardest 
on,his illness, on his technique 
and strokes In addition, hta 
motivation is very strong too, "Well, 
there was one year when I woiked 
particularly hard-Hsix hours a day, 
with thiee hours of tictremejy 
strenuous workouts But now lean 
only devote three hyursa day/tid' 
said modestly Cur^tly 
graduaUnglnEccmomicsatlhe ' 
famous Harvard UrUvensHy In-the 
USA, that IS understandable. 

Isn't It tough, keeping up with , 

the academic cumculam with 
such high level squash? 'Yes, it's 
tough! But there's no option If I , 
must continue with squash, Ezra , 
said , 

Ezra is probably the fastest man* 
on the squash court in India 1t^ 
combined with his physical x, 
fitness, makes his court coverqji^ 
quite remarkable. He can seld^^' 
be wrong footed. He has what all ,' 
champions have—time to make ' 
strokes And that enables him to 
disguise his shots, frequently 
sending his opponents In the 
wrong direction. 

He did not have this deception, 
rather it was ndt as effective, a 
couple of years ago. So how has he 
acquired it?' I've wodeed hours 


\ 


fife 




Ipni^tis^ aqd perfecting the 
'delayed allots." quipped Ezra, 
stressing thi foct that it does not 
come easy. 

W^th the advent of the large head 
racQqets. requiring muchless 
power to crack the ball harder, it 
has become a trifle easier and he 
has taken full advantage of it. His 
^eehand. particularly, can be 
4ahal. 

>ttow lethal he can get. was 


62 








Ilidian Squash 



Tlttlwo riiitiMuil ehamplonk 
(MK|vanMh«»«ri 
■ndEsnOtMvIna 
sehoi 


'^apparent at the 

r^ntly-concluded Nationals and 
.Inter-State Squash 
Championships, when lesser 
known players struggled to get a 
' i^int olThim and top players 
literally found it diillrult to put up 
some semblance of resistance. Not 
a single game did he drop, and the 
■ ‘manner in which he won the iitle 
left no one with any doubt as to 
was in the driver's.seat. 

.. Has Ezra suffered any injuries? 


Grinning impishly, he said: "Six 
times my nose has been smashed 
>^d an equal number of times my 
{'shoulder has been dislocated.’* On 
a more serious noteJie added that 
he has breathing problems because 
of his nose having been smashed 
■ so many times. 

^ Despite the hard grind and 
injuries. Adrian Ezra retains that 
zest for life. Behind the boyish 
charm that he radiates dwells a 
matured young man who knows 
where he's going. Squash is fun. 
but top priority is studies. 

For the next two and a half years 
that he remains at Harvard, he 
intends to be. back to defend 
his nattonal crown. And why not? 
Evety time he comes and plays a 
tournament in India, it's like a 
whiff of fresh air for the gamel . 












Stars of yesteryear, 
the present and the 
fiiture all gathered 
to make it the squash 
event of the year 


OMEN’S 
squash in 
India hardly 
arouses as 
much Interest 
as the men’s 
simply because there Is so little 
competition. But not so this year. 
When the DCM Sriram National 
Squash championships got 
underway at the Delhi Gymkhana 
Club squash complex there was an 
expectancy In the air. Would 
Bhuvaneshwari Kumari (Candy), 
who has dominated Indian 
women’s squash so completely for 
over a decade, retain her crown, or 
would the young pretender Misha 
Grewal, who had upset her at the 
Maharashtra State Squash 
championship a few weeks ago, 
finally break Candy’s unbroken 
string of 15 national titles? 

I'he National championships 
continued to be the star event of 
the domestic circuit with stars of 
yesteryear , the present, and the 
future, all gathered to make it the 
squash event of the year. From old 
stalwarts like Naijit Singh, ‘KJ’ 
Vohra, Yogendra Singh, Raj 
Manchanda. there was thecuitent 
cream of Indian squash—wonder 
boy Adrian Ezra, Daruwala, Aijan 
Singh and Malik, Brar, Rahul 














Naiyar, GauravBhushanand 
Juniors Rlshad Pandole. Rlshad 
^U'moria and Gaurav Murghal. 

Ezra, who Is a student'of 
Econdmics at Harvard, does this 
annual pilgrimage to the Nationals 
to defend his title, and how he does 
itr 

There were some early upsets. 
Qualifier Gaurav Bhushpn upset 
KJ. while Dushyant Jamwal 
(Shorty) had 'Jamaica* Malanl 
stretching which pulled his 
hamstring. Veteran Raj 
Manchanda caused the biggest 
flutter when he turned the tables 
on Services colleague Brar after 


STAR 

SHINE 


being down two games. But that 
was all, as all other matches were 
on course. 

Adrian Ezra's speed and 
deception were a revelation. As he 
stormed into the .semi-final, he 
hardly dropped a point, sending 
his opponents in the wrong 
direction ail the time. Not used to 
Ezra's game. Ravinder Malik found 
himself losing the first game at 
love. After that he rallied 
splendidly to take seven points in 
the next game, but the effort proved 
too much and the third was a 
one-sided affair. 

The other semi-final was a 
sizzling affair between Daruwala 
and Aijan Singh, the tali lanky 
Sikh from the Services, probably 
the hardest hitter of the ball and 
also famous for his nicks and 
relentless attack. The first game 
was a marathon affair with bot h 
players holding game point several 
times. It was a crucial game and 
Daruwala won. The other two 
games were close, but not quite, 
and Daruwala's speed, agility and 
consistency carried the day over 
Atjan's powerful but error-prone 
game. 

So when the two southpaws met 
In the final, it was their fourth 
clash for the National title, After 
some incredibly long rallies In the 
openinggame, which seemed to 
take their toU on Daruwala, Ezra 
forged ahead. The story was 
repeated in the second game.. 
^atever Daruwala did. Ezradlt) 
better, and he also had 


a greater repertoire of strokes. Mis 
biggest asset was deception. It was 
not as if Daruwala was not fighting 
hard. The third game raised hopes 
of a comeback when Ezra was 


Indto iMUfiiiy afouMS any 
Intaraat In India asthe 
man's ahnply baeanaa 
tharalssollttla 
eampatltlan. But nat sa 
tldsyaar 



forced Into uncharacteristic 
errors, but then he steadied his 
game and from 1 -6 down clawd 
his way to a 9-6 win. Ezra once 
again proved that he is still Just too 
good at the Indian level. This Ulle, 
his fourlh,takes him closer to the 
six in a row record shared by K.S. 
Jain and Raj Manchanda. 

T he women's final was a 
different story. It was a 
typical battle of experience 
versus youth. Candy's matured 
and controlled game against Misha 
Grewal's power and speed. Since 
Honey Sherman and I^alaTalwar 
did not take part, it was a virtual 
walkover to the final for both 
C'andy and Misha. 

Candy started nervously, not 
quite finding her rhythm, and 
Misha capitalised with hard hilling 
drives, superb court coverage and 
those occasional winning drop 
shots. But Candy came back with 
authority, her strokes flowing 
freely, and there was nothing 
much that young Misha could do in 
the next two games. 

She tinned repeatedly in her 
attempts to take Candy to the 
front. When Candy led 7-2 In the 
fourth game, it seemed over, but 
not quite. Misha fought back 
gallantty, but there ivas no 
stopping Kumarl as she romped 
home 9-7 in the fourth, to a record 
16th title. Some record! Reminds 
one of Heather Marley's record of 
16 *world* titles. 






READERS’ 


nc»ekAd*«i^«wu)Cwi'S 


L. 


QUESTION 


1 She won 
• Wimbledon. . 




in tennis dnd the 
All-England ' 
badminton title the 
same year. .V^o is 
she? 

2 What has 
• beenRamesh 
Krlahnan’sbest 
achievement in the 
ATP rankings? 

3 Which 
• unseeded 
player won the 
Wimbledon tiUe? 

4 What do the 
• five rings in the 
Olympic flag 
represent? 


• Johannesburg 
are the two cities to- ' 
have staged a 
Test at ‘ 

three grounds'. 

^^ich is the third' , . 
cl^ ... ■ 

6 / Whoarethe. 

• thrceTndlan' 
men to have ' ..' 
gpallfled for the. ‘ 
final of an Olymigc 
track event?, 

7 Who is the 
* only bowler to 
have dismissed Sir 
Don Bradman 
hitwicket. durfhga 
Test match?' 

S Wholstfie.' 

• first overseas •: 
cricketer to have , 
been slgnedby.* • ‘ •; 
Endish County. /• 
Vorkshlre? • - : < 

' f . ■ 

9 Thei956 • . 

• Olympics were ^ 

' held in'Melboipiie. 
barring oneiW^i 
wtiidi was heM jh' 






either city. Name 
•the event and the 
city. 

What was 
.X \J • the Grand 
Slam previously 
referr^ to by the 
ArgerlcanJ^ss? 


Indian spbitsuian 
faimlcname^ i*' 


player afto'losing - 
in the first round of 
the U.'S. Opeirln 
1985 said;'! hate 

























An Exciting 
1991 


L ooking back, the year 
1991 has definitely been a 
tnost exciting one, from the 
sporting point of view, as the 
most unpredictable things have 
happened to almost all the prime 
sports—especially tennis, chess 
cricket and football. 

In chess, for Instance, fortunes 
have fluctuated as never before; 
cricket has provided some of the 
most thrilling moments of the year, 
and Sportsvmrid. like an old 
faithful, has all along been 
bringing all the excitement closer 
and closer to us throughout 1991.1 
would like to congratulate you all 
for a good Job and an excellent year. 

This year the Grand Slam tennis 
coverage was extensive, as Rohit 
Brijnath provided us with all the 
excitement. Kudos to Pradeep Paul 
for the exclusive interview with 
Muhammad All, and also to Robin 
Chatteijee for the ‘Hero’ Kapil 
story. The Sharjah Issues, thanks 
to Harsha Bho^e c'ame out 
splendidly too. And. above all. 

Tiger Pataudl's interview with the 
‘Haryana Hurricane' Kapil Dev 
came as a pleasant surprise 
towards the fag end of Uie year. It 
was great. 

SRINIVAS NYAPATHY. 
Rajahmundty 

O N behalf of my friends who are 
interested in karate 1 would like 
to congratulate 3 rou for the 
wonderful karate colunm. carrying 
on for the last three years. The 
coverage you provided for the 
karate World Championship was 
also splendid (Sports world 29 
Nov—3 Dec). Hats off to jrou. 
RAMACHANDRAN, 

Madras 


magazine really worth 

readlr^. Keep up the good work, 
but please print photographs of 
Indian bodybuilders like 
Premchand Degra, Raymond 
0*801120 (NT of the past masters )lke 
Manohar Alch; Manotosh Rpy.'> 
Instead of onty foreign 


bodybuilders. Let our own 
champions also get some publicly 
throu^ your magazine. 

OSWALD RICHARD MENEZBS, 
Bangalore 

KapiPs backaHMaHBaHHBHi 

It is heartening to see the old 
■faithful of Indian cricket regain 
his magic touch as India’s main 
strike bowler. Just when people 
were starting to attack him for his 
rather unimpressive pierfonnances 
In the recent past, branding him as 
a passenger in the Indian squad, 
Kapil Dev has now silenced his 
detractors by proving his class 
once again This is what true 
genius means. It can be never 
snufied out by Jealous criticism, 
and Kapil Dev is not going to be 
finished Just like that. He is a hero 
cricketer and his class will always 
show. 

SlIUBHANKARDEY. 

Buniwan 



Kudos 

C ONGRATULATIONS fin* the 
stoiy on Javagal Srinath, 
India's newest pace sensation. In 
fact, it is a good omen that after a 
long gap we have found a regular 
partner for Kapil. With Kapil Dev 
still going strong. Srinath wiU be a 
wonderful understudy for the great 
all rounder, and given the hard 
working sportsman that he fo, 
Srinath stands to gain enormousfy 
from his close proximity to Kapil. 

ARTAMISHRA. 

Cuttack 


Disappointing! 


performances of the Indian 
cricket team in Australia. I think* it 
is high time we started seriously 
thinking about replacing 
Azharuddin as skipper with 
someone more competent to 
motivate the team and take the 
right decisions strategically. 

In fact, it may not be unfair to 
• suggest that Azhar himself should 
offer to step down. Instead of 
clinging on to his captain’s mantle 
when it is clear that the whole team 
is in doledrums, and Azhar no 
longer possesses the magic touch 
to redeem it from the mess. 

Even strategically, he has made 
a number of blunders, ever since 
this tour began and there is no 
escape from the fact that these 
mistakes did play a big role in 
bringing about the Indian 
downfall. Well, one may expect me 
to explain all these mistakes to 
make my point, but that would 
take a lot more space and time than 
a letter. But the fact remains that 
success and competence should be 
the only criteria for everyone to find 
a place in the side, and from that 
point of view Azhar has certainly 
forfeited his right to remain the 
skipper. And there is no denying 
that even as batsman he is in very 
poor form. So, may we expect a 
sporting decision from a sporting 
captain? 

MADHUMITA CHAKROBORTY, 
Baranagar 







NEW DELHI 


Sports Meet 


D elhi university stall Club 
organises Inter staff sports 
tournaments annually in various 
events for promoting talent and 
interaction amongst employees of 
the University and Its attracted a 
large number of participants but 
also added to the quality of 
performance. For instance, the 
perionnance of N. C. Mehra. a 
newcomer, in chess is worth 
mentioning. Mehra is likely to 
Improve with more exposure to 
levels of comi>etltlon in chess. He 
has now started playing national 
level tournaments. 

Athletics, an event recently 
introduced lor the employees to 
stay fit. Just failed to receive the 
kind of response that it deserved 
mainly because of extreme heat. 
Yet. Bhopal Singh. I>crvinder and 
Jagat Singh excelled winning two 
events each. 

However, the competition in 
table tennis and badminton 
witnessed some close matches 
Jagat Singh and T. K Arun Kumar 
emerged winner and runner-up in 
table tennis while S P. Singh 
retained his singles t life in 
badminton. 

Cricket, as usual, the 
glamorous sport of the meet, 
witnessed keen competition. This 
year, the matches were played on 
a*knock-out ha.sis unlike in the 
past when they were played on a 
league basis. 

Tlie first match itself proved a 
set-back when Combined XI beat 
the more powerful Examination 
Wing lor whom Vljay Verma 
slammed a century, thus 
becoming the first batsman to do 
so in the competition. 

His feat was emulated by Mohit 
Soni who made exactly 102 runs 
and helped Central Office topple 
last year's winners Ramjas 
College. The defending champions 
failed to rise to the cx'casion and 
were shot out for 108 runs facing a 
difficult task of scoring 204 runs in 
30 overs. Gurcharan Singh and S. 
K. Soni did the damage claiming 
four wickets ea^. 







The Delhi University Staff Club 
arranges inter-staff tournaments 
every year 

On the other hand, teams from 
Si'ience Faculty and Kirori Mai 
College clashed in the first 
semi-final and the former emerged 
winners to challenge Central Office 
for the title. F'or Kirori Mai College. 
Praveen Kumar excelled with both 
flat and ball but his valiant eflTorts 
could not prevent 
Science Faculty from 
reaching the final. The 
performance of Suresh VIg and 
Bhopal Singh ensured the entry of 
Science Faculty for the third 
successive year. 

The final, played at Khalsa 
College ground, provided all the 
features of the one day game. The 
glorious uncertainties’ of the game 
were all there in the match rl^l 
from the first ball. Science Faculty 
batting first scored 142 runs In 38 
overs with useful contributions 
from Jagat Singh (24), Suresh Vig 
(16) and Ishwar Singh (19). The 
bowling of Gurucharan Singh 
(3/24) and Rajinder (3/24) ably | 

supported Vljay Kumar who | 


bowled a tidy line, restricted the 
batsmen from scoring freely. 
Chasing a none-too-difficult task 
of scoring 143 runs in 40 overs. 
Central Office began disastrously 
losing 3 wickets quickly with the 
scoreboard reading 20 runs only 
but Vlnod Shanna (26) and S. K. 
Soni (53) had other ideas as the two 
played sensibly and picked up 
singles and twos early on and when 
the bowlers pitched short or loose, 
the two batsmen went for their 
shots. However, two batsmen went 
for their shots. However, two 
brilliant catches off the bowling of 
Raju John turned the tide of the 
match and the match seemed to 
slip away. However Gurucharan 
Singh mastered the situation and 
guided his team to its maiden 
triumph with two overs to spare. 

Thus the annual sports meet 
provided keen competition 
amongst the participants and new 
champions emerged. Such sports 
meets also help in the Interaction 
of younger members of the 
laboratory, clerical and teaching 
staff. 

NevyMaaatfla 






HYDERABAD 


Motor Rally 


L EELAKRISHNANof 

Coimbatore along with his 
navigator Mahendnin in their 
Maruti Gypsy won the Channinar 
Challenge motor rally with 21.45 
penalty points. NlkhilTaneJaof 
Delhi in a Maruti Gypsy 'with 
Sandeep Lai. came second with 


25.05penalty points, while Dilip 
Desai of Pune steeringal 18NE 
ended up third with 27.39 points. 

The top favourite, Farhad 
Bathena and navigator Faroldi 
CommlssarlaMBombay) took the 
fourth position with 28.11 penalty 
points. 

At the end of the last leg of the 
Indian rally for the year 1991, Leela 
Krishnan and Farhad Bathena 
ended up sharing the top honours 


for the Federation of Indian Ralfy 
Drivers championship with 80 
points each. 

The rally which was revived after 
a lapse of three years owing to 
problems saw for the first time one 
hundred percent taimac roads. 
And another interesting aspect of 
this rally was that the whole course 
was done by night. Of the 22 
competitlors, 16 finished the event 

LAaMI 
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HYDERABAD 


Women’s 
National Hockey 


I NDIAN KAIF WAYS lilted the 
Uidy Ra tan Ttila Trophy by 
beating Bihar by a solitary goal in 
the final of the 15th senior 
women s national hoc key 
c hampionships AItt r .t barren 85 
minute s of play K<ijwinder Kaui in 
tandem with fonner international 
Madhu Yada\ worked their way up 
and finally the latter managed to 
sound the fjoards (1 0) 

Iht Railw.ivb who had ten 
intenatlonals in the ir team had a 
tough time againbt the pluciQr and 
spirited Bihar team whoaie 
tiained b> the Spoits Authonty of 
India Earlier in the semi final 
Bihar defeated Air India by a 
solitary go<il while Railways 
defe'ated Indian Universities 
Inc idcntally the nine day 
championship uatnessed 358 
penalty corners out of which only 
39 were conveited 
LAafili 

The Indian Railways team were 
the winners of the national 
women’s hockey 
championships 
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DEATH BY 
NEGLIGENCE 


T he way BCCP has treated 
past Test cricketers for the 
services rendered them in 
making Pakistan a pivotal force In 
International cncket Is best 
Illustrated by the illness and death 
o{ the former fast bowler Mahmood 
Hussain who had his left leg 
amputated in London after It 
developed gangrene because of his 
diabetes lliiis sad news hardly 
seemed to ruffle the feathers of the 
Cricket Board as It basked in the 
aftermath of another triumph in 
Shariah. 

He died In a London hospital last 
week at the age of 59. 

Inmically, Mahmood Hussain 


was one of the beneflc larles who 
was honoured by the CBFS along 
with another Pakistani Wasim 
Hasan Raja Because of his 
condition Mahmood could not 
travel to the Emirates to receive his 
cheque of Ub dollars thirty-five 
thousand which eventually came 
extremely handy to him In 
affording his m^lcal expenses 
One of the many causes of his 
illness was the stepmotherly 
attitude of BCCP towards the 
services rendered 1^ him 
Bom In 1932. in Lahore 
Mahmood was a doughty cricketer 
and a lion-hearted fast bovider who 
fbat came Into the limelight during 


the 1949 intervarslty final against 
the Sindh University when he 
captured a match b^ of 16 wickets 
for the Punjab University His 
performance won him an 
automatic place in the Pakistsm 
team for their inaugural toui of 
India in 1952which marked the 
entrance of the newly Independent 
Muslim country into the 
international cricket fraternity 
Mahmood in tandem with Faaal 
Mahmood played a great role In 
Pakistan s memorable innings and 
4.3 runs victory over India In the 

Lucknow lest alter the tounsts 
had lost the opening Test in Delhi 
He had figures of23 7 3b Sand 
19 5 57 1 In fourTests he claimed 
12 wic kets On the 1954 toui of 
England he again played second 
fiddle to Fa/al where the pair s 
exploits earned the toui l&ts a 
famous 24 runs Nictory While 
Fa/alcaptured 12 wickets for 99 
runs Mahmood also had enviable 
figures of 21 3 6 58 4 and 
14 4 32 1 In the second knock 
But It was in Dacca during the 
1954 55 senes against India that 
Mahmood had his finest hour 
After Pakistan had made 257. he 
simply npped the heart out of the 
Indian liatting by returning 
excellent figures of 27 6 67 6 and 
these remained his best bowling In 
the 271 ests he played for Pakistan 
In the third Test in his home town 
he displayed another good spell of 
fast bowling and claimed four for 
70 from 26 1 overs 
His captain and contemporary 
Fa/al Mahmocxl describes 
Mahmood Hussain as One of the 
fastest bowlePi produc ed by 
Pakistan and more act urate than 
the present lot The emphasis on 
accuracy may raise a few eyebrows 
because in the 27 Tests that he 
played for Pakistan, Mahmocxl 
tcxik only 68 wickets with a high 
aggregate of38 64 runs per wicket 
He would have surely improved his 
performance had injuries and 
Pakistan s reliance on spinners not 
cximeinhisway Mahmcxxl 
Hussamwas nevertheless one of 
those pioneers of Pakistan cncket 
who contnbuted immensely in the 
rapid development «nd promotion 
of the game and certainly deserved 
better honour and reverence by the 
BCCP# 
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THE FALDO FORMULA^ 


FROM TEE TO GREEN 


Turn Don’t Slice 


A COMMON HABir AMONG MANY PLAYERS 
fSSUOINO TO THE RIGHT RATHER THAN 
TURNING ON THE BACKSWING... 


..If YOU HAVE THIS 
PROBLEM, GETA 
TRIENDTOHOLDA 
I CLUB AGAINST YOUR 
RIGHT KNEE AS 
YOU SWING. 



Deliberate Slice 



J A KNEE SLIDE WILL 
liC, CAUSE THE CUDS 
TO MOVE - A P0OPER 
TORN WILL NOT. 



SUCH A stance 
wia 

AUTOHATiaiXY 
CAUSEYOUTO 
SWING ON THE 
OOT-TO*IM 
PATH 

NECESSARY 

FORASUCe. 



Tee Higher or Lower in Wind 


A COMMON MISTAKE I SEE IN MANY AMATEURS 15 TEEING THE BAli LOW WHEN 
FACED WITH A DRIVE INTO THE WIND. TEE THE 8Aa UP H/GHER THAN NORMAL, 

that Will encourage the cwb to apprdach.the ball on the swallow 

ANGLE YOU NEED TO HIT A LOWER, MORE PENETRATING SHOT. 



^ 1 :i.. ?A' 



























SPORT SHORTS 


TANIA AEBi 

n$ fPU0§$ff tktfftr it ttil 
tftari fht wtrU i 
tmjIthttM 

in Miy, 1985 Tama Anbi. aje 18, 
nt out from Naw york Tn tta thn 
worM aboard bar 26 foot iloop 
•VARUNA*. 




it took 27 montha to aeeomplitk her 

mnjla handed voyage Sba logged 

27,000 miles during the 21/2 year 

odyssey She battled storms, heat, and loneliness]^ 

as she navigated seas treacherous even for ocean / ^ 

steamers. Her beat survived being struck by a freighter 

and eapsiiingl 

Tama arrived in New Turk to a hero's urelcome on November 
6,1988. THe 21 year old sea-ureary skipper was the 
youngest person ever to accomplish a singte handec .round 
the-werld voyag e^ 


By Fred Hull 


oucHi RUHNCR's me 


Joggers often complain of knee pain In mast cates the pain is the 
result of the outside thigh muscle being stronger than the inside 
thigh muscle. The stronger muscle pulls the kneecap to one tide, 
mis aligning the knoe joint and causing inflammation of surraunding 
ligaments and tendons 

The best exercise to strengthen the inside thigh muscle to eliminate 
“RUNNER'S KNEE“ is the weight lifter's “STRAIGHT LEG IIFT“I 




1 - Lie on beck, sta't with e light weight on your ankle 

2 • Take the strain off lower back by bending good leg 

3 - Lift sore leg a foot from ground, hold 5 seconds 

4 - Start With 8 repetitions and work up to 12. 

5 - Increaso weight when you can do 3 sets of 12 repetitions. 

Mtit: It IS a good idea to see a sports doctor and have your legs 
measured. Uneven teg leegth can cause “Runner's Knee“ 

A prescription shoe insert can cure this problem 


SeaSpoit' 





“How about a game of one on 
one7“ 


“I understand the chef was a 
fencing champ." 









QUIZ 


QUESTIONS 

1 .Who was the first woman from the 
erstwhile U.S.S.R. to be crowned 
world chess champion? 

2. Which was the first 

100,000-capacity stadium of the 
erstwhile U.S.S.R.? 

3. Which Spartakiad of the erstwhile 
U.S.S.R. was dedicated ”to the 
fiftieth anniversary of the 
Revolution"? 

4. Who was the first woman athlete 
from the erstwhile U.S.S.R. to 
become world champion at the 
World Athletics Games? 

ANSWERS 

1. Lyudmila Rudenko (in 1950). 

2. Kirov Stadium (Leningrad). 

3. The IV USSR Spartakiad. 

4. Tamara Bykova (Helsinki, 1983). 


CHESS 


N igel short, the world no 4 
has a very simple attitude to 
chess. "Forget about pawn 
structures--checkmate is the? best 
way to end a game." Here he finds 
an amazing way to deliver the 
goods. Remember that Jan Tlm- 
man is a super CM and modem 
super GMs don’t normally get 
roasted in this fashion. 

White: Short Vs Black: Tlmman 
Tllburg^gi. 

I s4 N!6 2 eS NdS 3 d4 dS 4 Nf3 g6 5 Be4 
Nb6 6 Bb3 Bg7 7 Qe 2 Nc6 8 04) m h3 a5 
10 84 deS. In Practice l0-d5 or 
10—Bf5 may be more solid. 

11 dsS Nd412 Nd4 Qd413 Rel e614 Nd2 
NdS. 

Short Vs Hennlgan ’87 went 
14-Bd7 15 c3 Qc^ie NI3 Bc6 17 
Be3 ge7 18 DgSJ Qc5 19 Nd4 with a 
bind. 

1SN(3Qc516 

CM 0b4. Black is afraid of 
something like 16-Bd7 17gh4Qe7 

18 Bg5 gc5 19 Bd5 Qd5 20 Radi 
gc6 21 BOS with an attack. Short 
refuses to sell out his initiative for 
an extra pawn with 17 Bd5 etc. 

17 Bc4l NM18 b3 Nc419 bc4 Re8 20 Rdl 
QcS 21QM b8 22 Be3 Qe8 23 Bh8 BM? 
Black has to tiy 23-Bc6 24 Bg7 
Kg7 with better defensive 
prospects though white still 
assesses attaciang chances in 
mat line. 

24 Rd8 Bb7 25 Radi The tempting 
25—Be5 loses to 26 ge7!! B^ 27 
Ra8 Ba8 28 Rd8. „ , 

28 Rfrd7RI8. If26-Be5 27 Rf7I 


27 ^ Ita7 28 R1-d4 Raa8 29 QfB Kg8 30 h4 
h53lKiaRc8 

Black’s total helplessness stems 
from his dark square weakness 
and- the fact that the queen file 


Here are the winners irt action 
against Spain:- 


viTeti 


tmim ti ) 
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WUDSE 


T erence Reese, the British star of 
the fiflles, gave up competitive 
bridge long ago but still continues 
to take active Interest in the game 
and in writing about it. For his age, 
he is very agile both mentally and 
physically, travelling to 
international events and reporting 
on them. Along with David Bird, he 
has compiled a record of this year’s 
European championship. 
"Brilliancies and Blunders in the 
European Bridge Championships, 
published by Maxwell Macmillan 
Chess & Bridge Ltd.. England. 

Nothing, especially not bridge 
books, comes cheap these days 
and this 136-page paperback costs 
£7.50 (over Rs. 300/-). However, 
written in the authors’ usual witty 
style, this book is entertaining 
reading as well as educative. The 
Open Teams was won by Britain, 
Mrs Sandra Landy (npc), Tony 
Forrester, Graham lOrt^, /Tony 
Sowter, Andrew Robson, John 
Armstrong and Roman Smolski. 


Dealer East 


E-Wvui. 


it is not obvious how while can 
Increase the pressure since all his 

unit are optimally placed-well all 
except one! 

32 Kg3!l Simple really but 
unstoppable. RcM 33 Kf4 Bc8 34 K^l 

'The king marches up to h6 and 
then its mate. If 34-Kli7 35 Rf7 Rf? 
36 gi7 Kg8 37 Kh6 anyway. 

DevangslHi Outla 


NORTH (dummy) 

* AOJ107 

* KBB765 

* AJ4 


WEST 

* 953 

V 02 

* 1063 

* 010742 


EAST 
• 62 

« A 

* K92 

* AK9BGS3 


SOUTH 

* K84 

* J 10943 

* 0765 


4 J 

« 

« 


NORTH 

EAST 

SOUTH 

Robsfin 


Forrester 


1A 

1» 

6v 

All Pass 


» 

A 

* 

A 

A 


A rather emaciated overcall, 
leading to a poor slam. E)ven 
though declarer escaped a fatal 
diamond lead, it is not simply a 
matter of placing the hearts—^e 
spades will supply only two 
discards. Forrester adopted a 
clever line of play to make-4ie won 
the o{wning spade lead in hand, 
rulfed his sole club on the table. 
Then, reading the hand perfectly, 
he with his singleton ace of hearts, 
he cashed (a second spade and 
played a third round of the suit. If 
E)ast ruffed) would be end-played 
but his actual discard only delayed 
he inevitable as he was prompt^ 
thrown in with the ace hearts at 
trick live, forced to lead a diafnbnd 
away firom his king or gtva declarer 
a ruff-and-sluff by pi^ng.bSck a 
dub. ' ^ 





I TNINKwahavaMWitlMirad 
flag (or tiM last tbiw. 

IOC President. JUAN ANTONIO 
SAMARANCH, after Soviet Union 
crumbled as a state. 


I rs been a good year, I've had 
a lot of fun but I’m deflnlteiy a 
burnt out cookie. Then again, I’d 
prefer to be burnt out than 
heading for the Tour school. 
There Is so much money to be 
won that I’d have been stupid to 
turn down all the offers I got. 
JOHN DALY, the US PQA 


Champion, who had an eventful 
year, reviews 1991 

I ’M able to get to a level where 
I’m ahead of myself: maybe a 
fifth of a second, who knows? 
When my car goes Into a comer 
I’m already at the apex. 

ARYTON SENNA on what makes 
him a winner in Formula One racing 


goal now Is to win as 
X V JLmany toumsmsnts as 
possible. Yes I would love to win 
a Grand Slam. Wimbisdon or 
Paris ». It’s like trying to dsdds 
bstween a Porsche and a FeiTMrI. 
I’ll say WImblodon for the 
prestige and Paris for the heart 
GUY FORGET after the Davis Cup 
win IS confident of the future 

I CANT give my son the 
doubles lane. 

JIMMY CONNORS when asked if 
he would give Monica Seles the 
advantage of the doubles lane 
should the two ever play in the 
battle of the sexes’ 


One of “the three best balls bowled consecutively" has Dean Jones adding to Kapil Dev’s tally 
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The England 
cricket team 
touring New 
Zealand will be 
minus one 
important 
member: Ian 
Botham. But he is 
to join them just 
as soon as he 
finishes his acting 
commitments 
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vAuiaor 

Iw ptiW itT ThU 
WMMiM«tKOOaS4r 
•timlVtM tlM 
■a«clMo£yo«Ur 
tOrCMAM. 


«t tiMI MM of l«t 

•Mreis* b«aah wltli 
youx f orMURM Mstlaqr 
e&srowr t^jsrb* vs tl»»t 
yoorwrlataAM 
hanging «wr 3 fQttr 
knaaa. Vakaagxipoaia 
baxball with yogs 
palaa up aadyenr 
laalda f Ingtra aiflAt 
tg 10 laehaaapart. 
Altanatlaaly, you 
eaa taka a lOrip of hha 
aaiaa wiath wlthytwr 
paliaodoaa. 


tAyaff#idM»lA^v- j 
Vkm^ Bitvan, alMAy ^ L 
loaaatbMrdiMiftallr * 
«urlhlMgcS)ac 

altamkiagtha 

SM^ SfA, 

ifMawKiiNgcwa 

nAiaif^lttBa likaeo ‘ „ 
at4H thiaaovaaMOK 
«ithtl»alKpalaa 
Bamut tumlngthaly 
palaanpaa thaygo 
thravqfi tha aoeion to 
kattar aetivata thair 
blcap^. 

>II|V«|U9IBCtmL 

v jm p l aial ai fhla 
aaareiaaaorica ^ 
Xavga Mtaalaa aft tha 
top ^ yaux fataacao/ 
paatieulaftly tha 
braohioftaAialia. 





yaarvriata# aakl^ 
thabaiSbail upaardaa 
hla^aayoaaatu 
hatftcatotha 
afaatiagyoalftiftck&hl 


ftaadii haxdtagOBboa 
haxballasitliyoat ^ 
a»Mt#0haaif4 
aatahAaAtafireatht 

fNi l i i qa Ni iiaii tr *, " .Magaat ... 
l tbi »fag yoata33>qhif» ' iM^gutpta. 
aftfiaaahai^pmb^, ^Ih^gbaft 
gaxfithpaaifMaatft |«aptaaa 
ajhcMOiaraiaovla^. V:»» caw 
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T he fact that Chris Evert and Andy Mill 
had a baby boy is old hat. but perhaps no 
baby in America was ever bom amidst 
such a tight ring of security and secrecy. 

The son. Alexander James Mill was tom at 
Broward General Hospital, Fort Lauderdale. 
This, incidentally, was the same place where his 
famous mom was tom 36 years ago. 

Evert—for security reasons—was registered 
in her mother's maiden name: Colette 
Thompson Not a soul was allowed to enter into 
the same floor as Evert without a special pass 
and workers were told by the authorities that if 
they revealed that Evert was in the hospital, 
they would be fired. No photos of mom or bat^ 
were allowed either, as Chris had signed an 
exclusive deal for photos with itop/e magazine 
Welcome to the lifestyles of the rich and 
famous 



Hick's lying low 


S Owhatisthe 
Great White 
Hope, or rather 
Graeme Hick doing 
this winter? Chances 
are that he's gone 
heavily under cover. 
Not surprising 
considering the 
battering his 
confidence had taken 
last summer'When 
his much trumpeted 
entry IntoTest cricket 
yielded a mere 75 
runs from fourTests 
at an average of 10.71. 

Hick now uses a 
reiy familiar word 
vidien he talks: Tm 
looking forward to the 


Hick’s IWiuraahava 
ensured that 
hsllssiowfora 
while 

future." he seys. 
Actually this {rfuase is 
a copyright of Mickey 
Stewart’Sr the 
English cricket 
manager. And now, 
Stewart is apparently 
educating in tto 
artoftaddii^ 
questions at a pms 
confermce. 
whispering 
instructions from the 
^eofhts mouth, 
lying low key might 
Just help Hick now. 


OVERTAKE YOU. 
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W HAT did you 
get from 
Santa this 
time? 

Anything useful? Should 
be, considering the 
aptness with which the 
red reindeer-riding hood 
from the North Pole 
chose hlb gifts for the 
sportspeople ofthe world 
MIKETYSON A glossy 
hardbound book on 
etiquette Word Is the 
man's on the lookout for 
someone to read it to hlml 
AUAN BORDER He got 
a book too One that 
teaches people the 
knack of handling 
victory Without 


Becker’s quite happy 
with his gift: 

Zen and the Art of 
Tennis Excellence 

appearing too smug On 
the opening page 
Itself 'say the 
opposition fought hard' 
MONICA SELES A 
year-long all-paid 
programme with a 
leading psychiatrist in 
the US. One day she's 
Madonna. The next 
Greta Garbo. And the 
very next plain, old 
Monica. Think she's 
confused? Imagine 
Santa. 

DIEGO MARADONA: A 
six-month multiple 
entry visa to the North 
Pole. Itafy doesn’t want 




the guy Argentina 
doesn’t either Guy’s 
gotta go someplace, 
right*? 

IAN BOTHAM Yet 
another who ended up 
with a book the 
advanced manual of 
acting, co-authorcd by 
Sylvester Stallone and 
Arnold Schwarzenegger 
Santa figured the only 
way Botham's acting 
career can go is up 

STEFAN EDBERG For 
the angel, a virgin Gotta 
ask Santa now he 
managed to get 
Madonna into Stefan's 
stocking though What 
are the odds now on 
Edberg winning 
Wimbledon 1992 and 
grabbing his crotch? 
KATRINKRABBE A 
mask Highly needed, 
considering she's got no 
face after Komella Ender 
pulled the plug on East 
German sport 

CARL LEWIS A titanium 
rattle The guy's such a 
crybaby—remember 
Powell's Jump?—even 
Santa can’t handle it 
anjrmore 

NICK FALDO A new golf 
set Since he couldn't hit 
a single stroke correct in 
'91, there’s gotta be 
something wrong with 
his clubs After all, 
Faldo's perfect Right, 
Nick? 

JIMMY CONNORSr A 
turbo-charged 
wheelchair If the old 
geezer's gonna hang 
around on court any 
longer, he'll need it. 
RAVISH^TRI Took 
him a litde while, tmt 
Santa finally figured out 
the perfect gift for this 
guy. A bat with no edgesi 
MAGICJOHNSON. Ihe 
comprehensive volume 



Linford Christie 
wanted part of "the 
wages of sin". 
Santa gave it to him 

on safe sex Guess Santa 
figured better late than 
never! 

GRAEME HICK A South 
African passport 
England waited 
En^and watched in 
anguish England don't 
want him any more 
BORIS BECKER Zen 
and the Art of Tennis 
Excellence Maybe this 
book will help ttie man 
fathom out the hazards 
of being so talented 
MV RICHARDS A wig. 
The Master Blaster's new 
hairstyle makes him look 
like Marvin Hagler And 
play cricket like that guy 
tool 

S7EVEDAV7S- Apalr of 
spectacles. Miss^ 
sitters like they were 
golt^ out of style. Are the 
eagle eyes finally losing 
their focus? 
SAIDAOUITA:Vne 


Beglrmer's Guide to 
Distance Running. The 
way he ran last year, 
even that might be a little 
too complicated for him. 
IMRAN KHAN Afree 
appointment with a 
plastic surgeon. Age is 
catching up. but sex 
symbols stHl gofta look 
good 

JOHNMcENROE Ufe 
membershlp'to the 
Malibu Beach Mental 
Asylum After all, he’s 
the one who said at 
Wimbledon thqr’reall 
insane I’m Insane The 
tournament is insane 
Eveiything's insane 
UNFORD CHRISnE A 
doseofStanazoIol Just 
to stop him from 
moaning about the 
wages of sin making Ben 
Johnson a happy man' 
JONDRUMMOND 
Fluorescent underwear 
The 200m gold medalist 
at the World Student 
Games split his pants 
during the race and had 
the grace to say later 
That's what I call 
running' 

PradMpPaiil 



VIv Richard* got 
awigfrom 
Santa. Hop* 

It Improve* 
hlacrickatl 













In a world ftill of surprises... 



thank goodness you can count on 

Boroline 

Antiseptic Perfiuinied Cream 

Meal f&’diyaikto and minor nicks and cuts 



BomHnt n iM asOHMUc 




traovr:' 



HTA4472 


TO THE MEN 

WHO CONQUERED THE COURSE 



THE Wills CHAMPIONS AWARD 

A recognition of drive and git. As they create golfing history. 

The Wills Chanrpions Award. A culmination of tie Wills Circut which 
combines 11 prestigious tournaments under ts banner. Acash bonusgivenon 
the completion of the Indian Got Circut to the 5 leading playefs who have 
participated in at least 8 of the 11 Wills Circut tournaments. Areflectlon of Wills' 
continued commitment to the growth of the gome. 


TAIurORV WAmnillC 

riGAREHE SMOKING 
S INJURIOUS 
0 HEALTH 
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NTRODUCING THE NEWSUPER TUNED SUPRA, om.ok out 

•TVLRO, SUPRR RIDINO, AR.I.-ROWRR BIRR. OUITB BIMPLV 


« SUPER TUNER SYSTEM B 130 OIA BRAKBS B laV/SOW BI.BCTRIUALS 


•JlJ 


Tim-suxulci UMirm 



THB NBW SBNSATION. TMB SUPBR LOOKINO 
IT*a BOMBTHINQ aLSB. 


SUPER lUNED 



a a a R / r 


m WNIOUB DUAL TONE COLOUR SCHEME 


i 


Stop MP yopr lielmel lor solely' 
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(tavl Shaatrl: • romantic epicoda in Indian erielwt 


Morv Hughaa: graat guato 


They were hunted in the bushes; 
they were himted in the jslains. 
But six weeks alter arriving 
here»with their backs almost 
mer^g into the wall they were 
pinned into, the Indians gathered 
weapons, put on the warpaint and 
screamed into action....HARSHA 
BHOGLE repents from Sydney 


T hey were 

hunted In the 
bushes; th«^ 
were hunted in 
the plains. But six weeks 
after arriving here, with 
their badcs almost 
merging into the wall 
they were pinned into, 
the Indians gathered 
weapons, put on the war 
paint and screamed into 
action. 

Andifthecityof 
Sydney hadn't invited 















David Bo<m: 

thaataroftha AuatraHan 
ahow 

tuming-at-rl^t'angles 
Sydn^ wicket. The two 
captains read it 
diflerently though. 
Border thought it would 
turn late In the game and 
would be bounder than 
most ^dney wickets he 
has played on. 
Azharuddln thou^t it 
wrould be an ideal batting 
track with Just a little bit 
for the seamers Yet, it 
seemed fairly certain 
India would go in with 
the regular two spinners. 
In fact, the list of 
fourteen players 
announced the day 
before did not Include 
the name of Subroto 
Banneijee 

The first surprise oM« 
Test was the inclusion of 
Banneijee. The second 
was the dedslon to field 
after winning the toss. 
Both were roundly 
condemned It was 
widely believed that 
Azhar's dedslon to field 
was a defensive posture: 
that India didn’t want to 


The Aussie Star 
was David Boon. 
Playing one of 
the three 
memorable 
innings in the 
match. Boon 
batted as solidly 
as he looks. He*s 
scattered a bit of 
his heart all over 
theSCGfor 
nobody can love 
the ground as 
much as he 
does... 






play the Aussie pacemen 
on what could turn out to 
be a llvefy track. That 
alone, if true, was 
Justification enough. But 
Azheu* also believed that 
the Indian attack, so 
enormously impressive, 
might be able to do 
smnething. 

It did. Australia ended 
the day at 234-4but 
sharing the honours 
with Boon was 
Banneijee. Like Srlnath. 
his first Test wicket was 
Marsh. And there were 
two very impressive ones 
to follow with Taylor 
getting a beauty. 

The Aussie star was 
David Botm. Playing one 
of the memorable 
innings in the match, 
^on batted as 8(rildly 
^ he looks, lliere's. a>biit 


Kapil Dev is 
bowling like 
someone ten 
years younger 
anditisa 
measure of the 
impact he has 
had on the series 
that people are 
not longer 
asking whether 
he vfill break 
Hadlee’s record* 


oftherocklnhlm. 
Braving the weather at 
most times and looking 
like he is at others! And 
often talking as much as 
a rock would too. He's 
scattered a bit of his 
heart all over the SCG for 
nobocty can love the 
ground as much as he 
does. He had an average 
of 85 at the ground going 
into this match and is 
now the joint holder of 
the record for die 
maximum htindreds at 
the ground.'Hwlce he was 
lucl^, depending on 
which side you are 
watching fiumf Once a 
ball from Kapil Dev 
thudded into his pads 
with the shunps the 
obvlousdesttaiatlon. Not 
out. said Randdlahd 
evm^Mxty'sjaw 


The Australians discuss 
their taltsring tactics 

dropped. The replays 
shov^ KapU Dev having 
a word with Randell. "Oh 
dear, not again" the 
voices around the 
ground said. The game 
went on, but it provoked 
a strong reaction from 
Siinil Oavaskar. Sure as 
ever the story found Itself 
back in Sydney, courti^ 
Reuter. McConnell and 
Randell had b^un to 
look like reincarnations 
of Pnge and King and It. 
hadn't helped that op the 
second morning. Hb^ . 
wasgtven outcauj^w 
his pads. It was as beds 
decision as aityyoti qan 
eityect Boongotaww/. 
wlthrnmtherboeapdftiK' 

A while It Sbemed titat thb 










INDIAN TEST AVERAGES 


(After 3rcl India-Australia 
Test 1991-92 series) 


mvi MNT •mVASTAVA 


BATTING 


Shiistri 

Tendulkar 

More 

Prabhakar 

Vengsarkar 

Manjrekar 

Srinath 


BOWLING 


Banerjee 

Shantri 

Kapil Dev 

Tendulkar 

Prabhikar 

Srinath 

Ra|u 


OVER 

IH 

18 

142 

7 

US 

I 

'j? 


Mdns 

4 
1 1 
3s^ 

1 

10 

17 

0 


Runs 

Avge 

HS 

JOO 

60 00 

20(1 

226 

56 50 

118* 

99 

310 

67* 

124 

31 00 

51* 

136 

27 20 

54 

111 

22 20 

34 

48 

16 00 

21 

Runs 

Wkts 

Avge 

47 

3 

15 66 

114 

5 

22 60 

331 

11 

25 46 

31 

1 

31 00 

348 

11 

31 6 3 

261 

1 

65 25 

172 

2 

86 00 



Then began one 
of the most 
romantic 
episodes in 
Indian cricket; 
Sachin 
Tendulkar 
walked in to join 
Shastri* 

Throughout his 
career Shastri 
has his courage 
evident at all 
times; here his 
patience came 
out of a vault but 
his aggression 
came like a 
breath of fresh 
air 








umpires would lake the 
spotlight away from the 
Indian bowlers who had 
once again done a 
magiiincent job. (Border 
said later that Boon had 
edged the ball, onto the 
pads. "As I know the game 
it’s not out. Inyoiir 
ground, is it"? he asked 
the media who had gone 
totownovei it). 

Kapil Dev is bowling 
like someone ten years 
younger and it is a 
measim* of the impact he 
h.is had on the series 
that people are no longer 
asking whether he will 
break I ladicc’s recoril. 
Kapil’s brilliancc'has 
tended to put I’rabhakar 
in the shade a bit. Wlilch 
is unfair, for l^abhakar 
has bowled with the 
heart of a man twice his 
size. Yet somehow the 
tearaway in him surfaces 
and .should lYabhakar 
•shed the spirit of Curtly 
Ambrose residing 
somewhere within him. 
he will almost certainly 
do lar greater justice to 
his talents. 

Australia’s total hail 
conftrmetl that their 
liatting weaknesses had 
biH'u glossed over by the 
result ot (he series. It was 
som<*tliing they had to 
acknowledge when they 
c.ime in, the second time 
aiuund. 

lint, by then, they had 
seen I he Indian team get 
olftoa familiar Sturt, 
Ixmiioe back and then 
give a pc<"p of the 
biilliancethat had 
.stayeil bottled in. For 
Sidiiu (hough It was a 
nightmare. I lis preseiw-e 
had all (he ingredients of 
a movie script c.\r-ept the 
happy eniling. Tlie 
Indian team is in trouble, 
an emergency meeting 
dectde.s to ask for his 
services, he receives a 
midnight c-all. dashes to 
Delhi, undertakes a 
sappii ig illghl.... But l,he 



Sachin Tendulkar: aggresalve all the way 


coi^/writer slipped up 
there. 

Shastrl and Manjrekar 
put on what was the 
highest partnership of 
tlu' innings and 
everybody heaved a sigh 
of relief. Can you imagine 
the reeord books five 
years from now*? Highest 
partnership for India in 
199D92. K. MoreandV. 
RaJu.77forthe9th 
Wicket! 

Luckily for Indtai that 


** '»^ r 


number was lo be 
surpassed three times 
in the inningsland a 
hosts ofbatting records 
emerged. Manjrekar 
continued to bat like only 
an unplayable ball 
could get him. But this 
time it wasn’t needed 
and Manjrekar 
J^headed the air wltfi 
Els bat in 

self-admonishment. 
Vengsarkar got a good 
fighting Hd^^gB’cfgalp ^ 







though one can’t help 
getting the feeling that 
the sleek rarer is 
beginning to look a bit 
like a pick-up van $UU 
as valuable as ever (he 
should hold his place for 
quite some time to c ome), 
but not quite the latest 
model His dismissal at 
54 was to bring the 
match alive For a variety 
ol reasons 

The first was due to a 
man called David Houn 
Azharuddin walked in 
his lomi still under loc k 
and key in Uanjar.i Hills 
glided one ior ioui and 
flicked M( Dei molt with 
(he style that has 
t liai actc I iscd him Ttie 
eyes turned towards the 
boundaiy wondei ing 
what a short i ound man 
was doing ovei there 
Then Dav id Boon 
completed oneol the 
must temaikable 
catt lies you will ever see 
Wit h a I eflex motion he 


pushed his left hand out 
and then dived to his 
right to compute a 
stunner 

Then began one of the 
mostiomantu episodes 
in Indian ei ic ket as 
Sac hmTendulkai 
walked in to join Shashi 
Throughout his career, 
Shastn has responded 
when the c lies have Ix’cn 
the loudest i hey were 
certainly picking up on 
this loui but this innings 
should silence them lor a 
longtime Wlien the need 
was foi c aution and 
innings building Shastn 
stakccl his lile \^en 
quit k runs weie nec*ded 
he pressed the tngger 

His < ourage was 
evident at all times his 
patience c amc out of a 
vault but his aggression 
c ame like a breath ol 
(f^shalr And he showed 
he had a tone h of cruelty 
to him as he dissec ted 
Shane Wai ne s debut 



I With little in the wicket, 
and not the greatest 
rontiol the young leggie 
got c art eel all ovei the 
field Andlhe 
annihilation complete, 
Shastn added a tone h ol 
c ourtesy by giving him 
Ins first wicket 

The 206 was not only 
Shastn shighest lest 
sc ore it was the highest 
by an Indian at ihe SC G 
and in fac t, in Ausli alia 
And his partnei ship with 
Tendulkai was a icc oid 
lor the ftllh wicket n 
India Austialia Pest 
history 

But while Shastn 
plaved the long c t nii al 
lole Tendulkti waslhe 
show slealt i 
Ihroughoiit the lour he 
had hinted that a great 
inritngs was on the way 
AtMcllmunu one 


Kapil’S brilliance 
had tended to 
put Prabhakar in 
the shade a bit. 
Which is unfair, 
for Prabhakar 
has bowled with 
the heart of a 
man twice his 
size. Yet, 
somehow the 
tearaway in him 
surfaces and 
should 

Prabhakar shed 
the spirit of 
Curtly Ambrose 
residing 
somewhere 
within he vfill 
certainly do far 
greater justice to 
his talents 


thought It was It But 
then as Allan Border . 
said II you ai e 18, you 
must think like an 18 
yeai old 

Tendulkar had thrown it 
away then and It hurl 
like lew things had This 
time he held himself 
undei c liec k and allowed 
hiiiisc'lf to (apt ivate 
Australia 

He s now the youngest 
century maker 111 
Australia and the man 
whose rec ord he bi oke, 
Neil Harvey was 
gc nerous in pi atsc I Ik y 
made a labulous pU tui e 
logcthei Daybeloie 
yestcTday s pin up boy 
and today s 

Austialia were without 
Briu e Kcid and it 
showed Alter bowling 
only lour ovei s he 
walki'd oil and the Grc*al 
Bie.ikdown had opened 
to nc w audiences Reid 
has iiowplayc>cl 261 c'sts 
and niisst'd 27 and 
nothingcan s<iy it more 
sUirkly than (hat Hie 
attai k struggled in his 
tibseiK c and brillianlly 
as India batted 483 may 
have liecn a hit diific ult 
with him around 

Havi Shastri followed 
lip his 206 with some 
first rate spin bowling 
and apait Irom almost 
winning the mate h for 
India laised the question 
of whether It had bi*eri 
wise to go in with only 
one spinner 

I he mate h has had 
observers wondering 
whethei the Australian 
batting is as strong as it 
seems There has only 
been one c tntury so far 
and a lop sc ore ol 349 
Neither Jones, nor 
Waugh or Border have 
batted with the 
consistency one had 
expected and on a wic ket 
which wasn I doing too ^ 
much the Indian 
bowlers showed they had 
greater expiertlse # 
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PSST! WHAT’S THE 

WATCHWORD? 

MARKETING! 


M AKKLlIN(iislln n um o| 
Ihfj^raini luti iiiAuitialn 
It slxcnsosinu hitiA 
Parkd showtfl Atislialia » 
vision ol lli( ^<itnr tli it 
l(K>k< (I ibit dilk rt ntlioiii 
thf viewthaltlu ivoivlowc rs afforded It was in 
realising that 11 U kc t would fif. t into i 
(om|Mlitivesitu itintith itl’u ktrs 
rontiibiition 1 iv Me iiaiisid tliiit e ii< kt t would 
not only have* to r oin|K tc with tooth ill 
r uj^bv and 1 acini'nidi iwini> power but withihc 
movie sand soap ope MS on 1\ teio Anelnowth it 
Australia IS in a li e e ssiein inelthi ti letitioii ill\ 
happy go liie ky Aussie is looking it the options 
hiseiollai willfetehhiiii th it vision h i-.bcen 
prov e d 1 ight 

Aiielii nee sat cne kt t m ile he s iit tumbliii^ 
anel it is ini 11 isinglv be e oiiiing i te le \ ision 
spent Anel the oig inis itieni that did its long 
teimpliniiiiigvarlie I isre ipinglhi'be mtits It 
eeiuldeeist i tamilyol the iiound ibundled 
deillaistowateli ielay se tle ke t neiw N itiiialh 
tlieyare wondciingwlie the i alittk innie money 
tobiiy i mu rowavr instead oi buy cleitlies fen 
Chiistmasfi mil till sale sgenng ivoiildnthe <i 
iHttei lelea And( hannel<)sviewcishipliguies 
are leioklngmeleasinghcalthv Altei the 
one dave i s be gan two ol the lop tin e e rated 
piograninit s weice ne ket West Inelies\s 
Austiahaat Me Ibouiiu was u No 1 and India vs 
Austialia at Adelaide was at No i 
It is be lie vtd that ( hanne I') still loses ibiteif 
money on its lest e iicke t e emimitme nts but 
rakes it in eluting the enie da\eiswh(u ten an 
avidwatthti the e ommrieialseanget 
excrueiating One eillhceithii reasonsloi 
Channel 9 s sue e t ss is that it is ti e hnology le el 
Better marketing and highi I revenues ue ilie 
objei lives and tee hnology is the obv lous to it 1 
guess that Js a logical t oncluslon when you are 
trying to be viewer friendly 


You want glitzy cricket^ Channel 9 gives it to you 


RADIO GA GA! 


I t IS not |ust C hannel 9 that is bla/ing the 
liailininekctcovciage Initsown held the 
Aiisti <i]ian Broade asting C oipoi at ion 
(AB( I is doing a l.int<islie job too I he ABC is not 
now the sole bioadeasterole iiekit inAustiaha 
Iheie an severalnioie lotalisedpnvate 
t hanne Is and this e omiietltiv e situation was 
e xpl uiu el to me on my in st elay m Bnsbane We 
hav i to make oui t omme ntary attrae bv e and 
easy on the e.ir the produc ei explained te) me 
Otherwise the listener is going to listen to 
something else Hence the highly informal 
stv le the Ol e aslonal Jokes and a leg ol value 
adelilion and listener involvement Phone In 
e onv e i vitions are extremely popular and 
iiielu ative of the gi eat intei est in radio 
I >i o lele ast s here Tlie interviews are e arefullv 
pi nine d ind played .it the nghl time for 
I \ 11 iijik 11 It moment 1 endulkai broke 
litirve ysiee oi el ofbemgtheyouiigest person to 
store a hundred in Australia Harvey was there 
to talk about it ITie moment the umpiring 
e ontroversy erupted, a Test umpire was on hold 
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totalkdhoulit IIlainWcisloietast aioiipieoi j 
intervMvvswt^repie ictoidtcl soiiu aichnal 
mate rial uaski pi itadv r\ i r\ thing lot nsmc 

that the listnu i s intcn sis wn< looki il ilK i 


SPONSORSHIP: THE 

OFFICER’S 

CHOICE 

W ith siK h (at media ofloi ts it c not 

sill piIsiiIt} that sponsoiship is flouing 
in In India sponsorsaii*f}i\cnlhi 
iiiipi < ssioh I Iiat they aie being done .i la\ our hv 
allowing flu ni the sponsoiship Hcie tin 
sponsoi siKpiutnidUsnietullvniet I\eniii 
tin ICmgaCinkel that is played dm iiigllu 
tunc h inten al Boys and ^i Is ol atom id b S 
yt Ai s ol age play with solt balls and pi istu 
V n k( ts But th( annoiim eiru nt in\ ai i ihly 
mentions th« tontiibutionof the Coca Col i 
t ompany .ind .ill the t htldrt n weai the 
sponsoi sdothing 

There at e sponsors i \ erywhei e The 

Lords: the last surviving bastion of ‘tradition’ in 
cricket The SCG is a close second 


Austi alian team is indi bled to Uiadot a the 
tquipment foi the one dayers is sponsoied by 
KiKikahiiiia (M.idem India toi Kookaburra!') 
Kangat ticktl iswithC ota Cola the Classic 
C all In s are sponsoi ed by St hwcpiics and there 
IS IVI n .1 In St b<innei t onipt titioii promoted by 
111)1 


RING OUT THE OLD 
BRING IN TH E NEW 

N OI suipiisingly tradition IS lakinga bit 
ol a b< atiiig In I f 1 he Sydney Hill is ol 
c oiii se |)art ol iolkloit now and it is oilly 
tht Ml minis Em Insures that stand as the last 
bastions ol loimaliiy and tiadilion Diess 
11 gulal ions <11 e rigidly followf d as Shane 
Waiin sgiillrnnddisioititd She was wearing 
a 1 shutandshoilN No s.iidthegatckeepei 
V oil h.i\ t tti be bt Iter di«ssed and m the end 
Ml n 1 lugin s li.int e< who h.id beeti through 
similar situations beloi t i ame out with a trat k 
suit bottom Iroin one ol the players At the 
Sydney ( ruktlOround even)ouin.ihstsarc 
not allowed into tht Memliers Cntlosure But 
tht SCfiistht List sun ivmg relative of Lords 
And hoptdully \riysoon Imrds will remain the 
last lioiioi story oi modem ent ket 









" IF YOU CAN’l 
DREAM, DIE!' 


Says America’s fittest grandfather and a serious contender for the 
world boxing title...George Foreman 


c 


LR'IAIN might ha\e>rjven Holyllpld the world 

I amilK ati em ouragt mcnl to h»*.i\ywcigh( bovinfi 

on son Georgp Foreman the ehampion and Mike 

(he benign old pre.K her trom Tyson has been 

heavyweig Humble Texas The bout 

hi front between Lvander 


tentativ ely t esthedult d 
loi spring but (he 
mtonvenitmelhat 
Tyson s rape ti lal 




skills of Evander Hoiyfield 









White on tha comeback 
trail. Foreman beat many 
r ofhiaopponentawiththe 
help Of his sheer weight 

causing could pose 
certain complications. 
The awful thought 
begins to occur that, 
depending on the 
outcome of the 
courtroom bout, there 
might not e\Tn be a 
Holyfield-iyson fight. 
And thus(he chance to 
see the riche.sl bout in 
boxing history could fade 
away. 

IfTyson is convicted, a 
window of opportunity 
might open for Foreman, 
who tilljust a few months 
ago. thought he was on 
the verge of a rematch 
with Holyfleld when , 
negotiations between (he 
champ's faction and 
Tyson’s side were at a 
standstill. Foreman had 
not fought since his 
brave but unsuccessful 
challenge against 
Holyfield last April, 
though he still managed 
to keep hlmselfin the 
public eye to some extent 
by doing commentary on 
fights televised by Home 
Box Oifice, the 
subscription TV giant. 
Now. with the world 
heavyweight title up for 




grabs. Foreman has the 
chance to insert his 
bull^ presence into the 
breach that could be 
opened up by Tyson's 
possible unavailability. 

Foreman made his 
umpteenth comeback to 
tlie ring In a ten-rounder 
a^nst Jimmy Ellis, the 
unbeaten but 
lltOe-lqiowii cruiser from 
Idaho, at Reno. Nevada 


on 7 December 1991. an 
occasion made 
somewhat meaningful 
by the unsettled 
Hol)rfleld-Tyson 
situation. Foreman 
capitalised on the 
situation by crushing 
Ellis and earning the 
easiest $ 5 million he has 
ever made in his. career. 
But more than that, the 
fight stimulated public 


interest in an encrjrc 
between himself and 
Holyfield. While Ellis was 
nowhere near the boxing 
.skills of the more famous 
Jimmy Ellis, the World 
Boxir^ Association 
titleholder in the late 
1960s. he was big game 
and could hit ha^ with 
the right hand. But 
Geoiige Foreman's power 
and obvious well kept 


skills earned ihrdugh 
years ofexperlenc’e. gtive 
the 43-ycar-ald preacher 
total eontrol of the fight. 
Hisjolling left Jab and 
club like right handers i 
made a knockout almost i 
acertalnlly. 

Ellis, boxing out of 
Redondo Beach. 
Califomtu. Is guided by 
Dan Gooseo—best 
known as Michael 
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Nunn s m<iiia^cr xintil a 

pcunn>»of 1 helr 
\^av£r and hasd iiroid 
of 17 1 1 with I 5 taily 
ilmshi s Hut he had nut 
fought anybody of 
< onsfuuetu e and seems 
tobf tliL au hetyjMl 
whitt plodder in aut of 
his blai k opiKMient 1 h< 


fdi t that £IIi& was held to 
a dtaw by a \ eiy ordinaiy 
Gifg Goillla Gotnil 
tells yon that he is not 
artistu ally 

wtll endowed althouf^h 
hi did manage to knock 
out Gonell in (wo 
lounds tnaremafih 
Still no matter who 


the 43 year old I on man 
meets his appeal ant e 
genei ates gi eat intei est 
Everyone wants to set 
Amei It a s favounlt 
heavyweight—esjjet lally 
aftii his\aliant st md 
against Holyflt Id I It is 
lolouiful funny 
populai a nd \ it wed 


Evander Hoiyfieid has displaced Tyson as boxing’s latest money spinner 






sympathetic a!l> by the 
Anuiicanpublk as a 
man who dai td to di t am 
animpossfblt ditam 
and gav t a good a< t oui it 
of hmiselt tr\ iii|l, to fulfil 
It 1 ott nun Ininstll 
thought ht was I lost to 
laiidinga It rn il< h v ith 
Holyflt Id alt w months 
ago hut It till IK doiit 
that ht wishtin^ii<-td 
as a pawn b\ in il 
ptoiiiolioinl I It ti()ii-> 
dutingllit iit.^<iiiuioii-> 
fot a Holyflt Itl Vlikt 
fyson tight \ow hsun 
f It t s i pit dit lint III 
outsitlt tht nil 111(1 
Hohfitldst iinpjiist 
might 11 nt to look 
list will It foi (Ik IK \I l)ig 
flgllt M lllllK likt this 

whot in bl iiiit I OK III in 
fill icniindingtlit in in 
Ins own inimit tbii 
mannti Htir 1 is' 

Anolht r c liaiit t to Ik 
woildt h unpioii iiiiKht 

fill lilt I il It w lids ih t( 
would ulint III III s 11 h 
a fight ait (ok iiiO'.l on 
(ht wt illln Jill itliti s 
mind But tiu lug m in 
tan also 111 ikt 
suhst inti il iiioiit \ fioiii 
non (h impionslii]j 
boiitswilh^onngi i 
ht ivywiiglitslikt sav i 
Woild HoMiig 
Orginisitionlilli 0^,111 
with Ha Mtifiior 
pttish tht thou Jit an 
oldies matthagiinsl 
LairyHolmts ( kail\ 
f on man did not think 
ht was taking i big 
chance in his bout with 
Lllis foi which 111 mack 
annind $') inillinn (tht 
opponent got liis biggest 
purst bl lai saitl toht 
aioiind*** i'iOOOO) 
r cut man SI oied his 
70 th win and bOtli (in 
boutsfhy pounding Ellis 

with a ban age of lelt 
hcx)ksand uppttt uts 
and those big winging 
overhcUid i ights L\ en if 
Foreman did get t aught 
his chin proved reliable 
(Holyfield hit him with 




everything and couldn't 
put him on the floor, and 
the old boy had earlier 
•shrugged oil Gerry 
Cooney’s noted left hook). 

Now. the question that 
arises out of all this Is: 
Foreman spoiling It all by 
fighting again? The 
former champion, who 
held the title 17years 
ago. s<iems eager for a 
rematch but says he’ll 
leave the decision to his 
family. Wife Joan, the 
fifth Mrs Foreman, is the 
one who. says Big 
George, will have the 
final say ("She’s the 
dictator.") The punching 
preacher said in a "IV 
Interview fecenily "1 
think, given artother 
chance, it my family 
pcniiits me. I can win. 
There’s no doubt in my 
mind I can dolt.' But 
inspite ol all the promise 
In his words. Foreman 
has made it plain there 
will be no more hitting 
the campaign trail. He 
says he’ll sit back and 
wail for the ‘big one’. 

One might think that 
the aflable servant of God 
might be content to relax 
and enjoy life back home 
In Texas with his wife 
and nine children. 



TVm 


^•on’» raemt f)aw9« 
ithalawhMputth* 
Utltupforgirww,' 
prompting Fbrortian tp 
makoanotnori 


rcomoboek 


leaving a lasting 
favourable Impression 
on the public. Foreman 
on the other hand means 
to give it one shot. He 
says he doesn’t want to 
walk away thinking 
about whal might have 
been. He feels he was 
"Inches" from winning. 
"When you walk out, you 
want to walk out with alt 
the questions 
answered." he said. "I 
have a chance to do that. 
"I’m still basically a 
young man. Forty or SO Is 
not a death sentence." 

He further sweeps 
aside suggestions that 
he could be risking his 
health, that at his age he 
doesn’t need the pain. 
"I’eople of 40 and 50 are 
going to have the pain of 
unemployment, seek 
other professions and 
start all over again," he 
said. "I e.an take the pain 
and keep going. You've 
gotta dream. Ifyou can't 
dream, die!" There are 
avenues outside the rlpg 
that can bring Foreman 
further financial 


There are avenues outside the ring that can bring 
financial rewards, including.working as a ringsidcf 


Home Eknc Office, the top American subscription 
the super grandpa says he seeks *boxing opportnidtie$* 

Itli 


another crack at the title! 





1 


lucking into his 
cherished 

cheeseburgers. But, 
having done well, it's not 
so surprising that he 
feels he can do better. He 
says that in case of a 
rematch he'd be lighter, 
about 235 pounds (t6st' 
11 as oppos^ to the 

18st 51b he generally 


carries into the ring. "I 
wanted to give him (Ellis) 
a lot to push and shove," 
he said. But while 
Foreman’s incredible 
bulk was like a moving 
wall, he himself was so 
slow that he could never 
catch Holyfield with 
folloW'Up punches after 
rocking him. "If I'm 


lighter I'll be able to get 
the right hand in a little 
quicker." he reasons. 

So while Holyfteld’s 
official position is such 
that he might give 
Foreman a rematch if the 
public wants it, he's gone 
on record sajdng he 
thinks the big man 
should retire, thus 


rewards, including 
working as a ringside 
analyst for Home Box 
Office, the top American 
subscription TV 
network. But the super 
grand says he seeks 
"boxing opportunitin" 
‘meaning another crack 
at the title! 
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Complied !)y RAVI KANT SRIVATSAV, 


Wondering why the Indian cricketers are finding it tough 
Down Under? Here are match-by-match performance figures 
of the top players. Now you decide what’s wrong! 
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SPECIM. FEATDREI 


"VICTOR! 
VERY SWI 


...murmured a jet-lagged Viswanathan Anand to Devangshu Datta 
after he touched down in Calcutta, following his triumph at Reggio 
Emilia, to play the Goodricke International Chess Tournament 



ISWA- 

NATH- 


ANAN- 


reacUon to his 
opposition at th(* Ho^io 
Emilia was, "Man, I’m 
playing liie Sovl»*l 
Championship, only the 
venue is Italy!". 

Justinal)ly so, for of 
the ten players featuring 
at Keggio F:milia. the ' 
Madras lad was the only 
one bom outside the now 
obsolete borders of the 
Soviet Union. Reggio 
Emilia featured five of 
the world's top sbe and 
the lowest ranked 
piirtieipant, Ukranian 
Alexander Belyavsky is 
the world no. 18. 

Anand flanked by his 
parents who received 
him at Calcutta airport. 
The two most 









tVAS 

ET". 


Aiiiind s c U ar triumph 
in 1 he sti oninest ever 
Intel was siinply 
slupendmts Not only 
was he pleased to v, in a 
touinainent ahead of 
Kaspaiov Kaipovand 
Ivanchuk he was 
spt (tally s<ilislK d with 
I he way I played 

If h<ts been a lonij time 
sine f I ar li tally won a 
tounianuiit sovitlory 
wastery sweet 
reflet led the woiId 
numiiei five I kept a 
eleat head and t ool 
nerves and playt d well 
even without spet lal 
preparation Most 
experts would have 
considered Anand s 
eat her thud place flnish 
at Tilbui^ in 1 he set ond 
slronfiest meet very 
creditable More 
particularly since he 
beat Gant Kaspiarov 
there for the first time. 
But Anand was unhappy 
about losing the next two 



A Jet lagged Anand makes an attempt to 
the cameraman. The feelings of Joy bene 
tired lines are, however, genuine 


games at 'Hlburg while 
he was still on an 
emotional high Anand s 
second successive win 
made him only the 
second person with a 
life time plus scot e 
against Kasparov Only 


16 players have evei 
Ijested Kasparov in 
single (onibal 
Not th»il he feels 
Kaspaiov Is out of form 
Just (hat I have a 
healthy attitude and I m 
catching up with him in 


rertainaieas Tltough 
there is a lot ol woi k to do 
before the next woi Id title 
(yt le 

In fact Anand feels he 
is still learning what liie 
at the top IS like when he 
re.vsonsthat I op class 


Anand’s second successive win made him only the second person with a 
life-time plus score against Kasparov. Only 16 players have ever bested 

Kasparov in single combat 




players put up so much 
stlfler resistance, and 
they convert such small 
advantages into wjns. 
Right now. I'm holding 
my own. but I’m also 
improving." Anand 
started brilliantly at 
Reggio Emilia beating 
Valery Salov. now of 
Spain in the first round. 
That was followed by his 
fantu.stic win over the 
\wrld champion in the 
sftond round. 

' 1^K>king back at that 


best of seconds—so he 
knows me very well. I got 
an inferior position and 
he newr lelgo." 

He didn't suffer any 
more relapses and 
instead bounced back in 
round five beating Lev 
I^jlugaevsky. The meet 
turned into a three horse 
race with Anand. 
Belorussian Boris 
Gclfand and 
Axerbaidjani Kasparov 
running neck and neck. 


This is the stage where 
he had collapsed at 
Tilburg losing two of his 
last four games. Anand 
had three very difficult 
matches coming against 
Karpov. Ivanchuk and 
Gelfand. Not once was he 
in trouble, dominating 
all threegame.s instead." 
Not dramatically, just a 
little” and he drew at will. 

The draw with Gelfand 
specially was a 
psychological 


. breakthrough." Some 
players are 

difncuU—Gelfand won 
the last three times we • 
met,' so I was under some 
pressure. But 1 started 
well and I would have 
won except for his 
defensive abjllty." 

The Indian 
Grandmaster had 
coldbloodedly calculated 
on defeating Alexander 
Belyavsky In the last 
round "Sasha Belyavsky 


game, he says ”Wc 
surprised each other. I 
plaj'cd file Frenc’h 
Defence which is not one 
of my favourites. He tried 
a line I didn't 
know—both of us got 
.serious after the 7th 
move. We spent a lot of 
time- -1 made a very 
complicated piece 
sacrifice on the 17th 
move and he went wrong 
on the 25th. Wliat I liked 
about the game was that 
I showed excellent 
technique, never giving 
him a chance to 
scramble back." 
Incidentally he had 
calculated around eight 
moves ahead before he 
played 1 he 17th and he 
left the rest to Instinct I 
Anand followed up this 
heavy victory with a draw 
against German. 
Alexander Khalifman 
and then his only loss of 
the meet, "Guru" Mikhail 
Gurevltch Is "the very 

When two GM« meet 
mere mortale can only 
step back and watch. 
Cslcutta’s Oibyendu 
BarueM 
congratulates Anand 
on hla recent victory 












Of the ten players featuring at Reggio Emilia, the Madras lad was the only oiiir 
born outside the now obsolete borders of the Soviet Union. Anand's first 
reaction to his opposition was, "Man, Fm playing the Soviet Championship^' 

only the venue is Imly!" 


L'.? ■! < ' 


was not in good form and 
I was optimistic even 
though I had black. 1 
thought I would tie for 
the title at least." 

Khalifman met Garri 
Kasparov in the last 
round and they signed 




the^P^dh 
sllgi^ilfiMior; 
plcQred Karpov and went 
a pawn behind. The 
former world champion 
tried to win for nine 
hours before conceding 
the draw. 

Aiiand then did the 
unexpected—so 
unexpected that it threw 
his travel plans out of 


Child prodigy Surya 
Shekhar Qmiguiy 
. .^IcomesAbandon 
" nlk arrival at Calcutta 

gear. He had Intended lo 
skip the prize 
distribution! 

Gelfand and Kcisporov 
lied for second place, 
Kasparov niu.sl now be 
Ihankinghis stars 
Anandlsout of the 
Candidates. 









Ufirortunalely. Anaiid 
did noi have Tilburg and 
Emilia type meets 
behind him before that 
fateful maleh with 
Karpov at Brussels. 

EJven Anand feels he 
Just laeked the 
experience. "Maybe 1 
would have been more 
positive, more assured 
technically ifl had 
played more often 
against that level of 
opposition. 1 made 
mistakes after 
seven-eight hours of play 
and I gradually 


dissipated my chances 
against Karpov." 

I.eamer he may be. but 
Anand is a quick learner. 
He was 14th ayear ago 
and then he played the 
match with Dreev. At 
Linares in Febniary. in 
the third strongest meet 
ever. Anand was seeded 
ninth and came seventh, 
beating Karpo\' and 
drawing Kasparov in the 
process. 

He came third at 
Tilburg where he was 
seeded fifth. There he 


Anand goes through 
the formalities of 
recording a move after 
completing ft. Can 
anybody really fathom 
his style of play? 

Ijeal Kasparov and 
Karpov but he lost 
se\'eral good positions. 
He could not control his 
nerves when he realised 
he was in with a chance 
of the title. At Reggio 
Emilia, he was seeded 
fourth and he emerged a 
clear champion. He won 
four games, two with 
black, and he lost Just 


one. After realising he 
was in with a chance, he 
planned things very 
carefully and he kept 
himself in total control. 

The Lighting Kid's best 
is yet to come. But he has 
earned the right to be 
called the ‘Light ning 
Man.’ For he is no longer 
a kid—^he'snowthe 
prime esndidate to be 
world champion In 1996. 
One wonders what will 
happen when he and Mr 
Kasparov renew their 
acquaintance at Linares 
in March?# 
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RIDERS’ 


QUESTIONS 


1 With I oil 
• lu (tion to 
Sunil (javaskai 
who IS Naiay.ui 
Masiiu kat 

2 In whith lilni 
• did Sij G u 
lu Id S()b( isacl <* 

3 In till Rin|i 
• I1ophv 
c 111 ki 11 ( amoi 
Bciifial who IS 
nu kiianud 
Sw.inii ^ 

4 Who IS thi 
• iiislHIaik 
South Aim .into 
plav in the national 
cmki 1 1haiiipion 
ships of South 
Afric«i the Castle 
Cup'^ 

Slmmket 
• what IS 
BJl Dosanquits 
claim to lame''* 

6 Who IS the 
• first bats 
man in Test i ncket 
to be out handled 
the ball '> 

7 Madan Lai 
• bowled the 
very first ball of the 
veiy first World 
Cup Whom did he 
bowl to? 


8 Who was the 
• (aptain of 
the I asl Aim an 
< ru kt 11« .im whii h 
paitu ipali din till 
1975 World Cun'* 


9 Who wrote the 
• book Over lo 
Me*? 

1 Whith 
vy •( ru kett I is 


ANSWERS 

1 His uncle who detected the swap when 
Gavaskar was bom 

2 Two Gentlemens Sherry 

3 Snkant Kalyani 

4 Rodney Malamba 

5 He IS credited with the invention of the googly 

6 Russell Endeann (S Africa) while playing against 
England in 1956 57 series 

7 John Jameson (England) 

8 HanlalShah 

9 Jim Laker (England) off spinner 

10 Clive Rice (SA) 

11 Geoff Marsh 

12 Jimmy Cook 

13 MandyYachad 

14 Cuan McCarthy (SA) 

15 Basil 0 Oliviera 

16 TheTataSteelChallengeCup(1990 91)—won 
by National Institute for the Visually Handicapped 
(HIVH) 


THE quiz HAS BEEN COMPILED BY: 
S.SREEJIT 

60, SANTOSH ROY ROAD, 
CALCUTTA-700008. 

All answers sent in by the contnbutor 


mvolvcil in the fami 
ly business of 
i let till lljihtinfj''* 

1 1 Which 
X • Australian 
t lit ketei owns a 
tomp.iny called 
Pat t set tei 1 Ionics 
1 Cy Who IS the 
X aiS • only South 
Aft It an trie keter to 
havt played in all 
tht unolfit lal Tests 
sinie 1982? 

1 O Who 

X O • amoiif^ 

the present South 
Afncaniruket 
team also plays for 
the South African 
hockey team'? 

1 A Who was 
X ^ • the first 
modem day bowler 
to be called for 
thniwinj^? 

Y jr South 
X O* Alma 
was banned from 
international 
c ncket bet auseof 
their refusal to 
admit one Eiiji^lish 
tnt keter Who was 
he? 

*1 ^ Which IS 
X O • the first 
cncket tournament 
to be held in India 
for the Blind”? 
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Having relinquished the mantle of the world rugby champions to 
Australia in 1991, the once formidable All Blacks team from New 
Zealand will need a new-look new-attitude team if they are to rule 

again 


I T hadn’t been a particularly 
productive phase for New 
2^aland‘s /Ol Blacks. Their 
wlnntnf{ percentage Is down, 
matches have been lost with 
increasing regularity and. to crown 
It all. there was their dramatic and 
an unceremonious exit from the 
Rugby World Cup of last years. 

The defeat at the hands of 
Australia In the seml-flnais has 
capped a .season full of 
disappointments and fmstratlons. 
A certified comedown for a squad 
which has set standards for the 
rest of the world to follow. After 
winning the inaugural Rugby 
World Cup In 1987. finishing third 
In the 1991 edition was a minor 
consolation But the underlying 
despair is spelling doom for Ihe 
New%alanders who feel that their 
domination of the game is now 
being eroded. 

Td like to think that the other 
sides have learned through the 
experience of the All Black side of 
1987. In the last few years, the 
other sides have come up and 
played very good rugby", says John 
Hart, co-coach of the All Blacks. 
"And 1 feel it Is television and video 
which have been responsible for It. 
Your game comes under great 
.scrutiny for other sides to learn" 
Technology may be a boon for 
others, but for the All Blacks It Is 
lanslng some blues. Hart puts a 
brave front when he says. "If 



Circa ’89. Princess Anns being Introduced to the AN Blacks team 
before their match against Barbarians at Twickenham 


Australia learned from us we can 
be proud and If they have over 
taken us. that gives a target for the 
future.” But many feel that ills not 
a veiy honest statement. 

This run of mediocre 
performances began in 1990...but 
that's another story. The 1991 
World Cup brought to fore many 
chinks in the otherwise 
impregnable All Blacks armour. 


And on6 such shortcoming has 
been limited creativity on die turf, 
all thanks to thqyears of continued 
success. 

The rough and tumble tactics 
which had seen the All Blacks win 
an endless number of matches 
came a cropper once this blow-all 
strategy faded. Opponents started 
to hit back Instead of withering 
away. And that is when the All 





The front row trio of Co«, Fitzpatrick, and McDowell (left to right) of the 
All Blacka. Enough to strike terror into any opposition 


Blacks knew ihcy had problems. 
Thanks to the electronic shopping, 
almost all the top nations were 
ready to knock the air out of the 
Gollath-llke Kiwis And the short 
siglited All Blacks did not have a 
fall back option. The results—or 
the lack of them—were but 
eiqiected. 

"All our problems came together 
In the World Cup." says Hart. 'And 
that has given us enough of a shock 
to rethink our strategies.' Hart 
went onto admit that cracks had 
started to appear in 1990, ayear 
most New Zealanders will like to 
forget. 

1990was a complex and dilTlcult 
year for New Zealand rugby. It 
ended with the All Blacks still 
unchallenged as world champions 
and. having lost only one of their 
last 30 Internationals, the New 
Zealanders remained Arm 
favourites for the 1991 World Cup, 
even though others semed to be 
catching up. 

The paa^ige from their 
all-conquering tour of Great 
.Britain In 1989 to the convincing 
2-0 win in the Test series in France 
was far from uneventual. For the 
first time since 1986, when they 
last lost aTest series, cracks 
started to appear In ^e mlj^tyAU 


Black edifice, casting Alex'Willie 
and his men into an uncertain 
period of self-doubt and hesitancy. 

Scotland, by convmclngly 
claiming the mantle of European 
champions, exposed weaknesses 
in the All Blacks' game, as did. to a 
certain extent. Australia and two of 
the vlnle French provincial 
selections. The New Zealanders 
lost two games in a row, somet hing 
which hadn’t happened since 
1954. And alter an incomparable 
run of 50 matches—including 28 
Tests—without defeat, thq^ were 



suddenly, after losing 12-18 to the 
Cote Ba^ue, loolng the barrel of 
three defeats in their last six games/ 
Some observers even 
announced-prematureiy-that 
Gary Whetton’s All Blacks had 
come to the end of the road. To do 
so. however, was to ignore the 
profound changes In 
personnel-one of the more 
remarkable and unexpected 
features of 1990. And in this 
reviewer’s opinion, by the time the 
New Zealanders had struggled 
their way through to the 
second-Tcst win in Paris, they had 
not only given the rugby world yet 
emother reminder of the depth and 
unparallel strength of character of 
All Black rughy. but they had also 
clawed their way back almost to 
the same euphoric standards of 
1987-89. 

The records show that the All 
Blacks lost the third Test (21 -9) to 
Australia in August. But it should 
be noted that this was alter they 
had already won the series (21-6 
and 27-17) and that not since 1972 
have the Wallabies conceded a 3-0 
series defeat to their trans-Tasman 
neighbours. 

As for the two defeats in 
provincial mathes in France, there 
IS little doubt that if Grant Fox. or 
even Frano Botla, had been playing 
at fly-half instead of the 
19-year-old Simon Mannix. the All 
Blacks would never have sufiered 
the ignominy of losing two of the 
firs! five matches on tour. 

With Mannix, however, Alex 
Wylie look a gamble which didn’t 
pay off. The promising youngster, 
over-awed by the Intensity of the 
Frencl^ selections and ther 
vociferous crowds, reacted poorly 
under pressure and was clearly the 
weak link in the team. 

’So what If we lose a game here on 
there?' said Wyllle...words which. 

In other times, would have seen 
any red-blooded New Zealand 
coach hung, drawn and thrown to 
the sheepdogs. But is this pure 
heresay. or merely the new All 
Black logic provided by the advent 
of the World Cup? 

*I am prepared to make sacrifices 
In the Interest of preparing for the 
World Cup’, explained Wyllle. 'My 
alms In France were primarily to 
win the tests, but also to give as 










league clubs made a number of 
unprecedented ‘killings' which left 
gaping, and in some cases 
Irrepairable holes in the All Black 
squad. 

One by one John Gallgher. John 
Matthew Ridge, and Frano Botlca. 
four of the country’s most talented 
players, announced that they were 
changing codes. Ridge and Botlca 
were more than valuable reserves, 
but Schuster and Gallagher were 
arguably the world's best in their 
respective positions. The strengths 
and skill of Schuster at second 
five-eight and the electric pace and 
uncanny angles of Gallagher were 
key elements of the All Blacks' 
recent success. 

*1 asked them to make me an offer 


niOTOOfUPHS' COLOnSPORT 



Even veteran Grant Fox’s spirited performances were not enough for 
the Aii Blacks to win the 1991 World Cup 


much experience as possible to the 
younger players. It's no use taking 
a player on tour if you’re only going 
to give him one game!' 

The change is perhaps subtle, 
but if we are to believe 'Grixz' 
Wyllle. the All Blacks are no longer 
driven by the obsession of winning 
every game at whatever cost. Other 


changes to have come about in 
1990were far less subtle, and it is 
no exaggeration to say that the 
year's most significant lo.ss-and 
perhaps the most painful - took 
place far from the playing field. In 
May, within the space of two or 
three weeks, recruiting agents 
from Australian and English rugby 


I couldn't refuse.’ quipped 
Gallagher. 'Eh^eiybody has tfielr 
price; I guess they found mine.’ 
Leeds reportedly paid him some of 
£400.000 for a five-year contract - 
more than doubling the sum 
Windes paid to Jonathan Davies In 
1989. 

This overt offensive from the 
professional code, coupled with 
the introduction of regular 
prime-time screeings of the 
spectacular Sydn^ League 
Championship, was of 
considerable concern to New 





Zealand's rugby authorities. The 
overwhelming popular success of 
'Aussie League' (even the All Blacks 
admit to following it with Interest) 
and the ever-lncrea.sing list of lop 
provincial players defecting to 
league (Brett Itl, the Auckland 
scrum-half, and Darrel Shelford. 
the Bay of Plenty centre) more than 
ever strengthened the NZRU's 
resolve to ol)t<iin substantial 
modiHi'ations to the IRS's amateur 
regulations. 

As it happens, the 
'epcK’h-making' measures taken by 
the Board In Edingburgh did no 
more than ratify what was already 
current prac'tlce in New Zealand 
and. as 1990 drew to a close, 
players and oilicials were <ilready 
asking for more. The year was also 
remarkable for the curious destiny 
of three long-serving 
Internationals, namely Murray 
Pierce. Jot* Stanley and Wayne 
Shelford. Pien’e emigrated to 
South Africa in January 1990 with 
the intention of settling there 
permanently. Despite having 
knocked the All Black scnim lor 26 
consecutive Tests, the former 
Wellington policeman was unable 
to win a place in the Niital 
Provincial side. By July he had 
returned, dejected to New Zealand 
to find his Test place had been 
snapped up by the lanky youngster 
Ian Jones from North Auckland. 

Joe Standly. arguably New 
Zealand's best centre of the last 
decade, was. (even at 33) still 
theoritlcally at the peak of his form. 
Butin 1990 he was Increasingly 
handicapped by the mysterious 
virus which has troubled him since 
1988. and which continueil to 
provoke violent retching 
throughout the game. Stanley 
pulled out of the Test .series against 
Australia for this reason and 
despite being included in the tour 
to France he like Pierce, was 
conflned to the reserves' bench In 
the Tests. 

Wayne Shelford. lastly, was at 
the cenre of much controversy 
after being unceremoniously 
dropped from the All Black squad 
while still captain. The North 
Harbour No.8 apparently carried 
the can for the five tries conceded 
In two Tests against the Scots. 

V^IIle for his part repeatedly 



Teammates have a tough time trying to separate the warring Brooke 
(left) of All Blacks and Spiers of Canada In last year's Wond Cup 


Jiisiificd his choice by explaining 
that he considered Shelfotd lobe 
out of form, and no longer c a|).ible 
of Injecllng the power and imptMus 
which were his tr.ide-mark .iround 
the .scrum. *Oui objective is to jilay 
a speed game.'e\I<iined Wyllie. 
hinting that .Shelford. aged 32. was 
no longer up with the p.ice. 

As It turned out. however, the AH 
Blacks were largely u.ible to 
implent this 'speed game' and 
neither of the specialist No. 8s 
chosen for the tour-Zin/an Biooke 
(Auckland) and ftob Gordon 
(Waikatn)-loukcd lit enoiigli to hll 
the gap left by Sheltonl. Tlie 
invaluable Mike Brewer (Otago), 
originally picked a.s a blind-side 
flanker for the tour. Iln<illv wore the 


I'haiiks to t roiiK 
sho|)|)iii!-‘,, iilmosi ;ili (lu' 
top n.ii lous I (■.ul\ 

to kiKu k (lie ;iir out ot 
(lu‘ (ioli.ilh-lik(' Kiw is. 
And I li(' sluni siidil ^'d 
Ml Id.ii Ivs did not li.i\ 
n l.d M)n( k opt ion. I ho 
l osidts or t ho kick ol 
I hoin w hot 

OVptM t(Ml 


No. 8 jersey in the Tests againt 
France. 

A majoiity ol obseivers at the 
World Cup are ot the opinion that 
All Blacks troubles .ire I'Ciitralised 
III the squad which h.is a iiinltan 
age of 32. oki by .ill sporttng 
standards. A ma|ority ol the All 
Blacks are well p,ist t heir prime. In 
I l.ict the Kiwis lleldcd six l.ices In 
15)91 who did iliitics lor All Bl.U'ks 
111 1987100 Siiiijily put. these old 
men have to go 

Mart, the man who will be 
responsible lor sh.ijiiiig up .i new 
All Blacks side knows that and 
<-an<lidly .idmits that 1992 m<iy 
evi'ii prove to Ix' moi e disastrous 
than 1990 and 1991. A majority of 
the present doyens, sl.irtmg with 
Whet tons, will go into the reconI 
liooks and will lie i epLiced by more 
agile, young and-virlle pl.iyers. On 
that count Halt has got nothing to 
be woiTled about: NewZivilancl 
lieat Australia by 60 jxiints <it the 
under 21 •U'vel. That shows the 
great depth ol t he Kiwis and a vn.st 
reservoir of unlappetl talent. 

And as I hese new bulks are 
blooded, things will take a more 
definitive course. By lOOlitheAll 
Blacks would be roady to lake 
centre stage again. 'Die odds are on 
them. 

iMiBortliwIefc 
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BOOK EXTRACT 


OWMi. 


M fiET two sets of new aut hors. In one team: Tiger Pataudi. Dilip Vengsarkar. Gundappa 

Vi.shwanath. M. L. daisimha and Sanjay Manjrekar. The other band of writeft: Lcander Paes 
(tennis), Ashwini Naehappa (athletirs). Anin Uil (erieket), Chima Okerie (football) and Leslie 
Claudius (hoekcy). 

Surprising, but t rue! These ten sporting superstars have teamed up with Derek O’Brien, Andy O’Brien and 
Pradeep Paul to brlng,toyou two seintillating sports quiz books. We give you a glimpse of the fare: 


DUNLOP ('RICKKT QUIZ 


QUESTIONS 


I Whal Is common 
• to the following: 
Amanialh, Nayudu, 
i^te and Guptc? 

T Who gave this 
M • piece of advice to 
cricket captains: 
"When you win the 
toss, bat. If you arc in 
doubt, think about it, 
then bat. If you have 
very big doubts, 
consult a colleague 



said, "I dislike 
apartheid, it is a nasty 
wstem"? 

Q Imran Khan 
claims to have 
taken two important 
decisions in his life. 
What are these? 

*1 O TTieOvalis 
XI/* the home 
ground of which 
English county? 


n Who was 
• nicknamed 
‘Mr. Majestic’? 



and then bat"? 

3 Which spin 
• bowler sold 
vegetables on the 
street fora living when 
he was a young boy? 

4 liemndThe 
• Stumps is the 
story of which former 
Test cricketer? 

5 The world 
• atTectionately 
knows him as ‘Sunny’. 
Who gave Sunil 


Gavaskar the 
nickname? 

6 In cricket what 
• is sometimes 
referred to as a ‘head 
ball? 

7 Wliat term was 
• coined by Ray 
Robinson, a 
sub-editor in an 
Australian 
newspaper, in 1932? 
O Wnich English 
O* cricket captain 
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•f ^ What is a‘dot 
JL£f ball*? 

-I O IfSunll 

Gavaskar 
was the irhe Little 
Master’, who was The 
Master’? 

^ A In the cricket 
world, who or 
what Is ’Gungadin’? 

H C* Mio IS the 
X3« only bowler 
to have got Don 
Bradman out ‘hit 
wicket’? 


6 In hockw, for 
• what is the Rene 
Frank Trophy 
awarded? 

7 Who beat whom 
• in tennis'so 
called ‘Mateh of the 
Century’? 

8 Which character 
• inthe film 
Chariots O/F/re was 
an Olympic 400m 
hurdles champion? 

9 Which 

• international 
footballer was 
nicknamed ‘Bomber’? 
H According to 
XU* C.P. Snow, 
what was ‘the final 
pleasure left to a man’? 

In which 
XX* Olympic 
hockey tournament 
did just three 
countries take part? 

A little bit oi 
Xm* history. 


“ Ji 

ANCIWFRC: 


1 Alt brothers who played cncket for faidw Mohirxler 
andSurmderAmamath,CK aruiCS Nayudu, 
Madhav and Arvind Aple, Subhas and Baloo Qupte 

2 WQ Grace 

3 Abdul Qarfir 

4 Godfrey Evans 

5 Vasu Paranjpe, captain of Dadar Union When the 


6 A cunningly bowled ball-^s, when the bowler 
uses his hem 

7 Bodytine 

8 Mike Getting <* 

9 Not to dnnk alcohol and not to get married 

10 Surrey 

11 Maiid Khan, the stylish Pakistani opener 

12 One from which no run IS scored, so called 
because rt IS marked on the score sheet with a dot 

13 Jack Hobbs 

14 The heavy roller at the Eden Gardens 

15 LalaAmamath 


DUNLOP CRICKET QUIZ BOOK by Tiger 
Pataudi, Dilip Vengsarkar, Gundappa 
Vishwanath, M.L. Jaisimha, Sanjay 
Manjrekar with Derek O’Brien and Andy 
O’Brien. Published by Big Ideas, Price Rs. 
6S. 


DUNI.OPSf^ORTSCJUIZ 


QUESTIONS 

1 A character in 
* the Dennis The 
Menace comic strip 
and a ladles singles 
winner of Wimbledon 
share the same 
surname. Can you 
guess who? 

^ Who boasted. "I 
*w* am the only 
woman who doesn’t 
have a sweat 
roblem"? 


3 What 

* punishment 


was given to runners 
who made a false start 
at the ancient 
Olympics? 

What dubious 
^* distinction does 
All Bennaceur have? 

5 What special 
* contest is it 
traditional for a 
touring English 
cricket team to have at 
their Christmas 
lunch? 



During the French 
Revolution, where did 
the Peoples’ 
Representatives meet 
to a histone oath? 

1 3 Ifyouwentto 
XO* ‘Pradeep 
Nllayam’ who would 
you be visiting? 

"I A In which 
XT'* Shakespeare¬ 
an play is there a 
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reierencc to football? 
Here's the passage 
from the play Am I so 
round with you as you 
with me. That like a 
football you do spurn 
me thus? You spurn 
me hence and he will 
spurn me hither 111 
last 111 this servlt e 

J nm must case me In 
cather 

^ /T A stulled 
X 3 • sparrow is 
displayed at the Un d s 
Museum I he bud 
met its death attir 
being hit by a cit li\ cry 
from an Indian 
bowler Name the 
bowler 



ANSWERS 



DUNLOP SPORTS QUIZ BOOK by 
Leander Paes, Ashwini Nathappa, Artin 
Lai, China Okerie, Leslie Claudius with 
Derek O’Brien and Pradeep Paul. 
Published by Big Ideas, Price Rs. 65. 
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GUEST COLUMN 




B last the 

sports 
pages, 
creators 
of pickled 
gods and 

archetypes. Marshall 
McLuhansaid. McLu- 
han got one thing wrong. 

It is not the sports media 
that create pickled gods; 
it is sport. 

It is the act of compet¬ 
ing in public, of putting 
your skills and your 
heart on the line before 
an audience of millions, 
that creates heroes and 
villains, fools and failu¬ 
res, heroic losers and 
contemptible winners. 

1991 has been a year full 
of such archetypes, like 
every other sporting year. 

Thus, as the next spurting year begins we can look 
back and appreciate the various pickled gods and 
archetypes that have lit up the year. I propose to take 
them in two categories; heroes and eejits. 

Eejlt: 1 prefer the Irish term here. It is gentler than 
idiot. It implies an amused tolerance, a wider 
understanding of human fallibility. Eejits are as 
much a part of sport as heroes. Eejits and heroes can 
be of either sex. 

The fascinating part of compiling this survey of 
heroes and eejits has been to see how fine Is the line 
that divides the two; how perilously close a hero can 
be to the opposite category: how tantaiisingly near a 
heroic status is to the sporting eejlt. Indeed, some 
people seem to All both categories simultaneously, to 
have spent their year and their careers oscillating 
between glory and folly. 

The England cricketers began the year in Australia 
as a bunch of right eejits. and they finished the season 
at The Oval in glory. The 2-2 draw against the West 
Indies in the Test series was a team triumph, of 
course: but more than that, it was a triumph for one 
man. Graham Gooch, the captain, has peiiformed 
wonders. For him, the notion of giving 100 per cent Is 
a moral Imperative. It is wrong to give any less. For 
him. competltionls a test of the moral force of an 
athlete and of a team. It is not victory that satisfies 
him, but competition. If you have competed 
righteously, then you have won a kind of victory. 
TouVe got to want it badly," he said. 

Ayrton Senna took a radical step this year: he had a 
serious flirtaUon with the eejlfs category. His mastery 
of enigmatic intensity has always kept him firmly on 
the hero's side of the great divide in the past, but this 
year, the pressure goMo him. His famous 
foul'Xnouthed press conference was quite 
extraordinary In a man renowned not so much for 



& EEJITS 


coolness under pressure as coldness. 

1 think his achievement of that third drivers' 
championship hds been a colossal relief to him. Now 
he has joined the most select club in motor-racing: 
triple winners. Senna is now at liberty to pursue &e 
final frontier more or less at his leisure: Fangio and 
his five championships. Senna scrapes in among the 
heroes because of his pure, disUiled spirit of 
competitiveness. He alms to explore that far-off, 
rarified land that lies Ixyond mere victory. He is an 
extraordinary man who revealed this year that he is 
human. Like of all us, he is not immune to a touch of 
the eejits. 

In sport's tangled web of personalities and feuds 
and rivalries, there are still moments when one can 
savour the purest essence of excellence. At the US 
Open tennis. I had watched Jimmy Connors 
posturing and air-punching and hip-thrusting: 

___ hip appetite 

for struggle is undimini¬ 
shed. Jim Courier talked 
about his aim of being "a 
down-in-the-dlrt Charlie 
Hustle type player": Con¬ 
nors to the life. 


Eejit: I 
prefer the 
Irish term 
here. It is 
gentler than 
idiot...and 
are as much 
a part of 
sport as 
heroes 


But the Connors cir¬ 
cus was put into perspec¬ 
tive in the final. Courier 
was blasted into insignifi¬ 
cance, and all Connors' 
stuff-strutting was for¬ 
gotten as Stefan Edbeig, 
without needing to go 
down in the dirt, or beco¬ 
me Stefan Hustle, played 
tennis of utter perfec¬ 
tion. Nothing went 
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went wrong: every point was needle-sharp. After 

the Connors show, we had some 

real sport: a modest, unassuming man reaching a 

pinnacle of sustained arrogance, aggression and 

purpose. 

The Rugby World Cup reached Its pieak for me on a 
soaking wet day in Wales when AusI ralia played 
Western Samoa. It was the Samoans who brought the 
tournament to life, 'fhe entire ,Sainoan team deserves 
a place on the heroes’ side, but let us give the 
nomination to Peter Fatlalofa, the captain. It was 
during the autumn that rugby began to become a 
world game, casting oil its history as a game of the old 
country and of tire iieoplc of its white dominions. It 
was goi^ for rugby; it was absolutely wonderful for 
spectators. 

One of my perennial heroes in sport is Martina 


Navratilova. She stands before the world as a 
double-sided emblem of strength and vulnerability. 
Twice the age of the little baseline grunters that 
people her game, she can move from stunning 
certainty to almost absurd self-doubt. 

She is almost pathologically honest. Her frankness 
about her sexuality means that she has closed the 
door on almost all the mass-market endorsements 
that a saleable hypocrite could pick up. She is forever 
challenging: when asked to comment on Magic 
Johnson, who contracted Aids alter hundreds of 
sexual encounters, she flung the question back, 
asking how public opinion would have treated a 
woman maldng the same admission. Martina is more 
ruthless on herself than she has ever been on an 
opponent. In the sport that invented teenage 


burn-out, her appetite for the game shines out like a 
beacon. 

The greatest single feat of the year was Mike 
Powell’s longjump. It was all the more delightful 
becau.se he stole the glory from that chllty, unlikeable 
figure of Carl Lewis. Lev/is pouted, and told the world 
that "all" Powell did was one great Jump. But isn’t that 
what long-jumping means? 

Powell de.serves his heroic status for the leap alone, 
but he added lustre to this with the celebration of the 
year, which also Involved the hug of the year, fis he 
embraced that startled little chap in the yellow blazer. 
Sport can bring us huge achievements and with them 
huge delight: Powell brought us both. 

Performing sport in public is to expose yourself to 
the risk of looking an eejit time after time. Some 
people get cast as eejits; butts of the crowd. 

soft targets for a jibe. Per¬ 
haps the greatest trium¬ 
ph In sport is to make 
that enormous, Powel- 
Icsque leap from eejltry 
to heroism. 

That Is why. in the fli lai 
analysis, my hero of the 
year is Derek Pringle. A 
Cambridge boy wonder 
turned crowd butt, he 
was cast as the village 
idiot of English cricket 
—doubly unkind, 
because Pringle Is pro! ly 
Intelligent for someone 
who read land economy. 
He is also a genuinety 
good chap and good com 
pany, no monumanlacal 
sports nut. 

This .summer saw him 
reveal his strength of 
mind to the world. Eng¬ 
land probably would not 
have won the first Test 
without his heroic batt¬ 
ing in support of 
Gooch: would probably have lost the second without 
his support of Smith; would have been hum i Hated, 
perhaps at the cost of the series, without his support 
of Lewis in the third. His bowling was a captain’s 
dream: he did what he was supposed to do every time 
he was given the ball. He gave Gooch control at crucial 
periods, and chipped in with crucial wickets, notably 
Haynes’, as West Indies were bowled to defeat in the 
first Test. He missed the triumph of the4astTest 
through flu. a rather Prlngle-esque touch, but there 
you go. 

Ifyou can go from crowd butt and national joke, to a 
position in which you have the crowd—the 
Headin^ey crowd at that—singing "We love you , 
Del-boy, we do." then you have conquered Everest. 
Arise Sir Del-Boy: sporting hero of 1991. 
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S OME athletes flirt 
with heroism and 
eejltiy: Paul 

Gascoigne spent the first 
five months of the year 
leaping from side to side 
of the great divide as if a 
Powellesque leap were 
no more than a trivial lit¬ 
tle hop. He Is a sublime 
footb^ler and a sublime 
example of one of life’s 
natui^ eejits. That goal 
he scored m the FA Cup 
semi-final at Wemblqr 
was one of the most spec¬ 
tacular strikes of a foot¬ 
ball I have ever seen; 
those few mad mmutes 
of the final showed us a 
man so comprehensively 
stoned out of his gourd 
on pure adrenalin that 
he made a headless 
chicken look like a model 
of rationality and calm. 

Gascoigne plays the 
eejit quite consciously, 
with his knee-jerk face- 
puUingwheneveracame- 
ra comes In sight, and 
his stunts and his recor¬ 
ds and his referee¬ 
teasing and his prime- 
minister hugging ("she 
was nice and cuddly 
like"). But. on the field, it 
is clear he Is a man on the 
very edge of emotional 
control His marvellous 
Inspiration comes from 
the same total emotional 
comrmtment that gets 
him sent off for nonsensi¬ 
cal outbursts. And. ulti¬ 
mately. It was the same _____- 

emotional inspiration that was behind his 
almost suicidal performance in the FA Cup final. 

Poor Gazza: sometimes It seems that the 
clutch-plate In his brain falls to engage, and the 
engine of his mind howls to self-destruction 1 hope we 
will see him truly inspired again, he is a great 
risk-taker, and he plays eveiy game on the cusp of 
eejltiy. 

Nigel Mansell was another who, in an altogether 
different way, flirted with both categories. It was as If 
Mansell walked a high wire and could as easily tumble 
Into eejltiy as heroism. 

At SUverstone we saw him at his most /eone-Uke. 
but Mansell still has a fatal attracUon for disaster. 
Perhaps the Williams mechanic who muffed that 
tyre-chai^ is the true eejit: no doubt the poor fellow 
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Demk Pringle; HERO OF 1991 _ 

has been tlirough a thousand agonies since. But 
Mansell always seems to be regretting something or 
blaming somebocfy. He Is a driver with the ability to do 
anything In the world except win world cham- 


Gascoigne 
is a sublime 
footballer 
and a 
sublime 
example of 
one of life’s 
natural eejits 


pionshlps. Perhaps this 
year: but It Is always per¬ 
haps with Nigel. He. too, 
has onfy a small distance 
to travel to be a hero: as 
yet, this has always been 
qjoumeytoofar 
Monica Seles was a fag- 
paper away from carting 
off the eejit of the year 
award. Her finest 
achievement was to tell a 







Paul Gascoigne. EE JIT Monica Seles: EEJIT 


championships. Perhaps this year, but It Is always Seles is in love with money, status, stardom, the 

perhaps with Nigel. He. too. has only a small distance sound of her own voice. Cancy clothes, acting like an 

to travel to be a hero: as yet. this has always been a American, acting like Madonna, and generally 

Joumqr too far. prinking about the place. She annoyed everyone In 

teimls with her pre-Wimbledon disappearance; she 
Monica Seles was a fag-paper away from carting off annoyed everyone in New York by acting brash—and 

the eejit of the year award. Her finest achievement that is one of the greatest achievements any athlete 

was to tell a New York crowd—who hated her has ever managed. She managed to come across as a 

anyway—that she "would like to thank Donald thOToughfy' horrid, spoilt, pert little 

TVump". That is like telling an audi«ice of Dally madam—and to stand out in that cat^oiy in the 

Mirroremployees that you would like to thank Robert world of women's tennis is a 

Maxwell. still more remarkable achievement. 















_ Andre Agassi; EE JIT OF 1991 

"Maybe I’m still growing up," she said. You mean she’s 
started? 

Exit’s team award must go to the Welsh rugby 
team. aAer Its epoch-making defeat by Western 
Samoa. 'Though I must spare a thought for the 
sadness emd dignity in defeat of Alan Oaxdes, the 
coach, and leuan £^ns. the captain, history goes too 
deep. The Welsh iUbgy team has been for years the 
worst wlimer and tjhe worst loser in sport. As an 
Englishman. I am tempied to gloat and giggle. Wales 
wlU rise again, no doubt, though not 


soon, and one mimt 
en)ay tile giggles while. 
th^ last But as 1 Ml 
diff after that final trau¬ 
matic hammering orif 
Wales fay the Australi¬ 
ans, thm wra a part of 
me that offered an evon 
cruellor sight Iwas begin¬ 
ning to feel smiy for the 
We^ rugby team. 

However, theaward for 
the eejitofthe year was j 
not in the end. a hard 
chc^. No athlete has 
dedicated 199! more 
single-mindedly to the 
pursuit of pure, distilled 
eejitiy than the great 
Andre Agassi. His Wim¬ 
bledon strip-tease made 
him look the biggest faerk 
in London, but he went 
better than that adiofi he 
played a few games in a 
pair of sun^sses. 

"Image is everything.’’he 
said famously in alV 
commercial; this is 
because he is a man with¬ 
out substance. 

'Therelsa terails player 
there, as we saw in fla¬ 
shes at Wimbledon, but 
it is buried undo-a mara 
of Gazzamania-type pro¬ 
ps. silly clothes desi^ied 
to shockMom. and a 
belief that winning 
things is not the main 
concern of a sportsman. 

Wimbledon's love 
ailairwith him shoviR»the 
^ traditional British hospt- 
i tality to any engaging 
I phoney who comes 
I along. For when the ten- 
3 nis gets tough. Agassi 
has shown us time and 

---again that the clothes 

have no emperor. It was at the US Open we saw the real 
Agassi: a newpairofcheny-cola-coloured 
Mom-shockers and defeat in the first round. Perhaps 
Agassi will one day disinter the tennis player Grom the 
rubbish. There are sudden moments when there 
seems to be a likeable chap lurking beneath all the 
tottering personal superstructure. 

But he has put his public image before his personal 
substance. He has put his pursuit of stardom before 
his pursuit (rfexcell«ice: that, for an athlete, is 

the ultimate betrayal. It is a betrayal ofboth the public 
and of the athlete himself. Eejitiy is everything.# 




IllFITNESSifl 


QUESTION T 


W HBWt It'S 
finally 
over: that 
marathon 

fitness programme 
that is going to give 
you the body of your 
dreams. And 1 f you 
think getting it all 
do«im on paper was 
tough, wait till you 
try sticking to it. 
That' s going to be 
even tougher. No 
matter what type of 
exercise you do, 
you' ve got to be 
regular and 
dedicated. Otherwise 
you're history. Doing 
a gutbustlng workout 
today and laying off 
for the rest of the 
week isn't going to 
helpatall. It's 
better by far to do a 
light 

workout... every day. 

Well, that's 
something only you 
can decide for 
yourself. You've got 
to want that level of 
fitness and that 
sleek body—^bad 
enough to sweat it 
out. But if the 
letters pouring in to 
'Quest ion Time' are 
any indication, there 
are a whole lot of you 
guys out there who' re 
deadly serious. Go 
for it I 

Ahe first problem 
we' re tackling this 
weak is the wrist. 
RajeshUjwal from 
Bikaner wants to 
become an arm 
wrestler, hence the 
search for steely 
wrists. Rohlt Shazma 
from Bagdogra is also 
looking to strengthen 
his wrists, but fora 


different reason: 
cricket. Either way, 
the goal is the same. 
And so are the methods. 

Wrists are very 
irritating to work 
on, ' cos there' s very 
little visible gain. 
You can do all the 
exercise in the world 
and they' re not going 
to bulge like a bicep. 
So don' t get 
discouraged if they 
stay more or less the 
same size. If you can 
transform the tendons 
and muscles around 
that joint into 
steely cables, 
that' 11 help you get a 
better grip on things. 

Try and get your 
hands on a 
'grip-builder'. 

That' s a V-shaped 
piece of metal, with 
plastic or rubber 
grips, that you bold 
in your palm and 
squeeze. It might 
seem very tough in the 
beginning but keep at 
it and you'II 
eventually be able to 
touch both handles 
together. That' s when 
you have to move on to 
tougher challenges. 
You could also try 
'wrist curls' with 
either a dumbbell or a 
barbell. Just make 
your wrist and 
forearms do all the 
work; that'll Isolate 
that region and 
strengthen it. 

And one final one: 
attach a piece of rope 
to a piece of wood 
about the size of a 
relay baton. Tie a 
weight—even a bottle 
filled with water 
will suffice—to the 


other end and try to 
roll the entire 
length of the rope 
onto the wooden piece 
while holding it out 
in front of you. Think 
it' s easy? Try doing 
it with the elbows 
absolutely straight. 

Jasvlnder Singh has 
written in from Delhi 
asking about ways to 
bulk up his arms. Hey, 
feeling like rolling 
the sieves up all the 
way, are you 
Jasvlnder? Okay, here 
goes: since you' re 
already into weight 
training real hard, 
try doing your arm 
work right at the end 
of your workout. 

That'11 pre-exhaust 
them, making the 
muscles work even 
harder. And if you' re 
still not satisfied, 
slap on some more 
weight. Nothing like 
increased resistance 
to make muscles grow. 
Just one word of 
caution. Don't gat so 
carried away with 
arms that they grow 
out of proportion to 
the rest of your body. 
Popeye might be 
strong. But he looks a 
little funny, doesn't 
he? 

We've beard fromB. 
Subramaniam of 
Bangalore before, and 
be' s still worried 
about his drooping 
shoulders. The baslo 
problem, friend, is 
your thin frame. 
You've got to see your 
doc, get him to y 

prescribe some 
nutrients and use ^ 
that added boost to 
work out even harder. 


Soma of us are just 
meant to be thin— 
that' s part of the 
genetic trap—so 
don't fret too much. 
Look at the bright 
side of things: you 
can pig out on all the 
yummy—^read 
fatty—stuff you 
want. Most of us can' 11 

The next two 
letters—from 
Ansuman Pattanayak of 
Orissa and Shaby 
Thakurla of 
Assam—deal with a 
very common problem 
here at the fitness 
column...height. 
We've said it a 
thousand times 
before, but we' 11 do 
it again: if there was 
some suref ire method 
of increasing your 
height, the world 
would be full of 
six-footers, right? 

This 1 s part of the 
genetic trap again. 

If you' re meant to be 
five-five, there is 
nothing that we know 
of to make you 
six-two. Except 
perhaps a pair of 
stilts. All %ro can say 
is that regular 
stretching and a 
healthy lifestyle 
will help you grow to 
the height you are 
meant to be. If you 
don't do any 
exercise, youmaynot 
even get there I One 
tip for you two guys > 
eat right. If you' re 
short on inches, it 
doesn' t help to be 
long on kilos. Stay 
lean by eat ing less 
calories—that means 
going easy on ice 
creams and 
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FOOTBALLER OF THE 


YEAR 1991: WORLD 


SOCCER CHOOSES 


PAPIH, FIFA 


MATTHAEUS 


W HO was the 
worltl's best 
footballer in 
1991? 

The opinions of fans. 
Journalists and I'oat'hes 
dlller. In a worldwide poll 
eondnctpd by Work! 
S(K'ccrmi\fiiuine. fans 
and journalists chose 
striker Jean Pierre Papin 
of Marseille anti France 
as I he world's best 
player. I le polled 25 per 
cent of the votes cast. 

In 1991. the 
Federation of 
International Football 
Associations (FIFA) also 
conducted a worldwide 
poll to select the player of 
the year. They adpoted a 
novel method of 
choosing the best player. 
The national coaches of 
all member associations 
of FIFA were asked to 
make t heir choice by 
December 1,1991. Each 
coach could nominate 
three top players. For 
first place each player 
received five points, for 
second place three - 
points and for third place 
one point. 

Lothar Matthaeus of 
Inter-Milan and German 
captain is the winner of 
the first oHlclal election 
of the World Footballer of 
the Year oi^anised by 
FIFA. Adidas and the 
association of European 
Sports Magazines (ESM). 


The result was 
announced at the group 
draw for the FIFA World 
Cup in New York on 
December 8. In this 
election, Papin came 
second and England's 
skipper Gary Lineker 
third. 

Matthaeus tallied 128 
points with 20 national 
coaches nominating him 
as the best player. Six 
nominated him as 
sec-ond best player and 
10 as third best player. 
Papin totalled 113 points 
with 13 first places, nine 
second places and six 
third places. Lineker was 
way behind with 40 
points. 

Ironically, the fans and 
scribes nominated 
Matthaeus as filth and 
Lineker tenth. They 
chose the Yugoslav 
Robert Prosinecki and 
Darko Pancev as second 


So, it is clear that 
no single player 
like Maradona or 
Gullit or Platini 
has emerged in 




unanimous 
choice as the 
Player of 1991 


and third best players. 
IToslnecki is the fourth 
best player, according to 
the coaches, but 
Panchev is way down 
with just three points. 
So. It is clear that no 
single player like 
Maradona or Gullit or 
Platini has emerged in 
1991 as a unanimous 
choice as the Player of 
1991. 

In all. 44 players 
figured in the choice of 
the coaches. World 
champions Germany 
anditefyhadthe 
maximum players 
chosen—six each. 

Franco Baresl was the 
top Italian player in the 
fifth position with twelve 
points. However. Italian 
coach, Arrlgo Sacchl 
nominated Papin as his 
best player with Baresl 
second. 

Interestingly, the top 
six players in the world 
are all Europeans. The 
best South American is 
Chile’s Ivan Zlamano in 
seventh spot. This Is 
surprising as the South 
American 

championships were 
held last year and several 
stars like striker Gabriel 
Batistuta and midfielder 
Leonardo Rodriguez of 
Aigentlna emerged. The 
choice of fans and 
Journalists seemed more 
realistic as they 


nominated Batistuta of 
Boca 

Junlors/RorenUna and 
Argentina as the seventh 
best pla 3 rer in the world. 

However, the point is 
neither of the method is 
foolproof. Fans, 
journalists and coaches 
even though technical 
people can make 
subjective choices. 
However, as FIFA 
presidentJoao 
Havelange remarked 
such polls add to the 
glamour of football. FIFA 
Intend to have this poll 
annttally and announce 
the winner amidst much 
showbiz 

razzmatazz—the 
American influence is 
obvious. However, the 
choice of fans and 
journalists seems more 
realistic as many of them 
are Europeans or South 
Americans who actually 
saw the players in action 
for whom thQr voted. In 
contrast, some coaches 
like Pakistan's Hafiz 
Sohaib Butt and Varlc 
Mathlos of Seychelles 
did not see the players, 
but voted on reputation 
or based on what 
appeared in print. 

Pity India was 
conspicuous by her 
absence among the list 
of coaches. 

Nevy Kapsdla, Nsw DsiM 
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P ost workout i oo 
ling off exercises 
Heard that bcfoic? 
Wouldn’t be surprised 11 
you didn’t bet ause it is 
one aspect that most lit 
ness enthusiasts 
neglect It very seldom 
figures in fitness regi- 


%£rub 

Htfl 

workout c oo ~ 

irdthatbcfoie? BUB BIB 


mens Yet it is a very vital I you inflict on it eveiy 


part of a workout 
because only then c an 
the body adjust to the 
gut-busting torture that 


time you work out And 
there s no belter way to 
ret operate that overus 
ed system than by mas¬ 





saging it Hey whats 
that we hear about being 
a member of a health 
club and It being expen¬ 
sive*? You don t have to be 
a member of a health 
club to have a good mas 
sage In fact you can give 
yourself a good rubdown 
and soothe those 
muscles that you’ve been 
blasting 

With a little practice on 
yourself you can learn 
the same soothing, relax¬ 
ing and invigorating tech¬ 
niques that professional 
masseurs and psyslos 
use A massage is right at 
your fingertips whenever 
you want it. whenever 
you are in the mood—wh¬ 
en you are watching a 
match on the telly, when 
you are reading, or even 
when you are in office. 
With the right moves, 
you can knead away all 
those tensions you’ve 
stored In your neck and 
shoulders, rid your feet 
of the tensions of the day. 
loosen uptight, tense leg 

After stronous exeret* 
ee, message Is the 

way to get the 
bodyrejuvenatsd 
agaln-^ what you 
doityoureelf? 







Massage: an Ideal way 
to cool off 


muscles or soothe a testy surely reach U 
lower back c rucial parts— 

Sounds a little too back tense sh 

easy*? It's amazing what and the net k 

techniques you can • Try circling! 

master with practice down the sides 

Part ofthe trick IS to rcall neck Ideally y 

se that a great full-body He down when 

massage consists of doing this so tl 

many component parts, muscles < an n 

individualised strokes • Circling mot 

that you in time learn to round the lowc 

blend together erase the little 

'Oh, my aching back', tension stored 

Is one ofthe must oft- • Knead them 

heard fitness maladies your upper bac 

and at times it feels like it ing at the base 

harbours all the tensions neck and work 

ofthe system So let's down to the sh( 

There's nothing Ilka a rub-down after that 
airenoua work-out 


tackle this body part 
first Agreed that you will 
not be able to < over the 
whole back but you can 
surely reach the most 
c rucial parts—the lower 
back tense shoulders 
and the neck 

• Tity circling up and 
down the sides of the 
neck Ideally you should 
He down when you are 
doing this so that the 
muscles < an relax 

• Circling motions all 
round the lower back will 
erase the little pockets of 
tension stored theie 

• Knead the muscles of 
your upper back, start¬ 
ing at the base of your 
neck and work your way 
down to the shoulders as 



far as you can reach (but 
no so far that you tense 
the muscles) 

• Making tighter circles, 
rub your way downward 
from your neck on each 
side of the spine (but not 
directly on it), one side at 
a time When you can’t 
reach any further, move 
to the tailbone area and 
repeat the same move¬ 
ment upward 

Chest and abdominal 
massage. 

• Use circUng motions 
aiound (not on) the collar 
bone re^on and on tlie 
muscles over your ribs 

• Position your palms on 
the abdomen Just below 
the rib cage Without 
removing your hands 
from their contact 
points, try circling slowly 
clockwise Your colon 
coils in this direction and 
It is stimulated by this 
motion 

• Deep circling on the 
abdomen also helps in 
digestion and 
eUmlnatlon. 

Laying a hand on the 
feet and the hands. 
These again are body- 
parts that do the maxi¬ 


mum work on arty given 
day and they sure^ 
should not be neglected. 
Not surprisingly, feet 
tend to be the biodyparts 
of choice udien it comes 
to massages at most 
homes. 

• Firmly press your 
thumbs or finger tips 
into the sole of your feet 
and wiggle them back 
and forth Since the skin 
here can be tough and 
the muscles tense, you 
should apply significant 
pressure Concentrate 
on individual spots on 
your sole Remember 
that the soles of the feet 
have the most 
nerve-endings 

• Gently pull the toes, 
straighten and wiggle 
them, then gently bend 
them forward and 
backward 

• TYy circling in sundry 
spots around the ankle 
and heel, softly squeez¬ 
ing the Achilles tendon 
as you move along 

• Rrmly grasp opposite 
sides of a thigh with both 
hands. Twist the flesh 1^ 
moving your left hand up 
and the right hand down. 
Make sure that contact is 
maintained at the same 
spot. Move around the 
thigh and then go for the 
calves. 

• Any ofthe strokes that 
you have completed, 
work for the arms as well. 
Just remember to knead 
the deltoids (shoulders) 
while covering this 
region. 

With these basic 
strokes, you can get a 
grip on the tension-taxed 
muscles. Of course, you 
can always go on experi¬ 
menting and before lotrg 
you will know exactly 
what to do to make that 
body of yours totally 
relaxed. Precision is 
certainly not the key. 
There’s the rub—if your 
muscles and tissues like 
it, gowlthit...all the way. 






RATH MARATHON.., 


Promoting Good 




T IlLRath iiiaidthon 
India s first 
< oniinci (lally 
sponson d maiathon 
slarltdln 1982 On a 
su#Jf*tslion by 

(X Olympi.ni K<in]il Hhatia it w<is 
then us» d as a trial Ipi the Indian 
team for tht 1982Asiad Hit 
|M>pulatity of the < vc nt fin w 
raptdly In the inaugural yeai 
(1982) theuwiiejust 169 
paitleipants By 1986 tht 
paitieipantsin the Rath maiathon 
soaied toamoid‘5 617 Siiue 
tht n the organist is have itgiilatt d 
enirit sastheyprovldt free I shuts 


and 1 efrt shnients So the 1990 
Rath marathon postponed to 
I ebniary 1991 saw 1 500 runners 
paiticipating 

Shnram Foods and Fei tilisers 
IndustiKssponsorthe R.ith 
mIIathonannually MrSharikcr 
Ghosh theexeeutivedireitoi of 
the firm is also the organising 
setietary He said Our costs have 
risen dut to mdalion and at 
present the t ost of organisation is 
about Rs 3 5 lakhs We even 
re Imburserail fan to all 
ret ognised runners whose entries 
ai c I atified by their lot al 
.issot lations 

The marathon in progress 


explaining the origins and the 
philosophy of the event Mr 
Shanker Ghosh said Our group of 
companies always supported sport 
In a big way The DCM football 
tournament the DCM golf 
tournament afid the Shi iram 
hoekey tournament (at Kota) are 
high profile ev ent s 

In the last det ade c orporate 
houses involvement in spoits has 
c onspit uously increased Hut 
sponsoi ship of sports In India 
became quite clutteied Wtwcie 
searc hing fora spot t which could 
identify with our brand name Rath 
We discovered that marathon 






blended perfectly with our brand 
name. Rath could be used subtly 
wdillst advertising the marathon. It 
fits Into the word. Another reason 
we chose a marathon. Is that we 
wanted an event which Involved 
large numbers and little initial 
Investment In terms of equipment. 
Running the marathon Involves 
fitness which lends itself to our 
brand name—which is also 
promoting good health. So the 
marathon was an ideal event for 
Rath to sponsor." 

Rationalising about their choice. 
Mr Ghosh expounded. "We felt that 
in India, athletics did not receive 
adequate publicity and glamour, 
and actually required corporate 
support. We were searching for an 
event with large participation 
which is not elitist as our brand 
does not have an elitist image. We 
also believed that our marathon 
would help in spotting talent. The 
eveni also focussed on a 
cross-section of the population, 
the active youth, veterans and- 
women. Hence we chose (o 
as.soclate marathon with Rath." 

How did the Rath marathon 
become so popular? Mr Ghosh 
links it to the Inlematlonal 
phenomenon of desire for 
increased fitness. He also felt that 
imaginative marketing techniques 
helped popularise the event. He 
said. "Every year, we give the 
marathon a new theme. In 1989, It 
was a run forESwIronment. in 1990 
it was a run for Health and in 1984 
for Peace. National Unity and 
Integration. Such popular themes 
Increase the number of 
participants 

as they support the cause. We feel 
proud that we have brought the 
concept of distance running and 
fitness to many people." 

Mr Ghosh praised the support 
from the DCPTVafllc of Delhi Police 
who have traditionally supported 
the Rath marathon. He said, "In the 
first 3 rear, Kiran Bcdi did a 
tremendous Job and since then we 
have followed the same route, . 
always held the event on a Sunday 
morning, when trajQlc disruptions 
are at a minimal. 

He also said. "The media ^as 
been tremendousty supportive and 
this encouraged us. Support from 
the NIS and later the SAl and the 



if' 







The main organisers of the marathon, Shankar Ghosh (left) and R.K. 

Gupta (right) 


AAFI and local associations have 
been consistently helpful. We 
would like to thank the late Mr K.D 
Thapar erstwhile Director of NIS, 


'We felt that in 
India, athletics did 
not receive 
adequate publicity 
and glamour, and 
actually required 
corporate support. 
We were searching 
for an event with 
large participation 
which is not elitist 
as our brand does 
not have an olitist 
Image’—Shankar 
fibosh 


Captain Dogra, Director of SAl and 
cx-Olymplan Hanjll Bhatia for the 
excellent co-operation in 
promoting Uie Rath marathon. 

Our Managing Director. Siddarth 
Shriram has always supported the 
event generously and encouraged 
us." 

About the future plans, Mr 
Ghosh added. "Encouraged by the 
massive media (electronic and 
print) support we will alw^ays 
continue this event. We are happy 
that people now know Rath not 
only as ghee but also for the 
marathon. It is a tribute to our 
quiet sponsunshlp. We are the least 
glamorous amongst sponsors of 
sporting events but the people’s 
support has l^n tremendous. In 
the future, we want to add a 
dimension to the Rath marathon. 
We are seriously considering 
organising an All India 
Inter-SchooI athletics meet, like 
Cadbuiys did two decades earlier. 
We are also thinking of set ting up 
an Athletics Academy for middle 
and long distance runners." 

Itovy Kapadia, Itow IMM 
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RIDING THE 


CREST 


V ERY soon 

there is going 
to be an 
advertisement 
in newspapers around 
the countiy: “Urgently 
needed, rallyists willing 
to compete against the 
overpowering 
combinations of the 
Nanjappa's—because 
the husband and wife 
duo of Anita and Jagat. 


from Coorg. have won 
almost every rally they 
have participated in. 

Having won four rallies 
which form the FMSCl 
Indian Riders 
Championship—Cotton 
City, Karnataka-1000. 
Popular Rally and 
runner-up in the 
Ashtavinayaka 
Rally—they compiled a 
mind boggling 75 points 


towards that title. Not 
that they needed to 
emphasise their 
dominance over the 
sport, but that isjust the 
way they are—no 
quarters given, none 

Nose over heels! At 
the Special Section 
VIkram Narendra 
demonstrated how to 
stop at high speed 



asked for. 

It has been a tough 
year for them with a few 
thousand kilometres 
clocked up over some of 
the toughest roads in the 
country. But their 
memories most 
surprisingly of the year 
gone by were (5f events 
which were not part of 
(he championship, they 
recalled. "We really 
enjoyed this season and 
the best rallies were the 
MASA and the South 
Indian. MASA, although 
not part of the circuit, 
was just superb. The 
organisation was 
unbelievable and we had 
nopjoblems. It was 
unfortunate that the 
South India was 
eliminated because of 
technical problems, but 
it was great fun." 

I N the last rally for the 
year 1991 PVS Action 
Rally, the deadly duo, 
signed off with a flourish. 
They won the rally, 
added 20 points to their 
already overwhelming 
lead of 75 and walked 
away with the FMSCI’s 
Indian Riders title. 

The PVS Action Rally, 
earlier known as the 

Karavali Rally, had most 
of the big names from 
South India and at the 
flag-off there were 10 
cars and 25 motorcycles. 
The organisers in an 
effort to popularise the 
event had a Special Stage 
at the Nehru Maldan. 
Something like this at 
the start of a ralty is 
always a great way to test 
the vehicles and. bey did 
the ralljdsts have fim. 
cars nose-diving to the 
finish, motorcycles 
spending more time 
elevated on air than on 
the ground. 

From there the ra^y 
moved off to Kothar, 
Vittal, Ananthdi. and a 







Anil Soam’ Manitl 800 
being pulled out of tha 
diteh 

whole lot of 

unpronounceable places 
to re-group at Moti 
Mahal Hotel, Marga 
After the re-group the 
fun started and at the 
first dirt section Anil 
Soans in a Maruli 800 
plunged into a ditch, 
tailor made for the car 
With help from the 
villagers they pulled out 
the car and the 
dare-devil Irom 
Mangalore continued to 

Anita and Jagat 
Nanjappa report In at 
the last Time Control. 
They won the rally as 
wellastheFMSCI 
Indian Riders 
championship 



.JB IK 



finish fifth oveiall 

But the top seed, JIJO, 
In an attempt to avoid 4 
cyclist injured himself 
and pulled out of the 
rally Narrating the event 
he said, I saw the young 
cyclist cutting across the 
road, 1 applied 
brakes the Gypsy look 
off sideways and rolled 
over 

Some others had 
narrow escapes throu^ 
crowded roads and one 
common complaint was 
that there was no crowd 
control 

In the second sector 
only 17 motorcycles and 
seven cars remained in 
the rally This was an 
excitement free sector 
but only five cars and 17 
bikes completed the ralfy. 

Austin Mascarenhas 
won the four wheeler 
section with Vlkram 
Narendra in second 
place In the two-wheeler 
section the second place 
went to Ravlchandran. 
The obvious winners 
were the Nanjappas 

Taxi aad pletufM ky daofis 
nmwlB/Seedi Fsatawas 















































KARATE 


THE POWER OF THE EMPTY HAND | 


O NCE again, we 
continue with 
the kata. Please 
keep in mind 
that all these movements 
are actually being 
performed in the 


opposite direction. It is 
Just for your convenience 
that we are illustrating 
them facing the camera. 

BySMvallOai^ly 
KyokuahlnkaHum karate 

PHOTOGRAPHS RAMAN BHALU 


. Turn your right foot 'as you launch into a left 
Jodan mai-giri, landing with left foot forward 












jer-’ 




."N 









1 

GolntoWba-dachl wd^lwma leftempl-uki or 


in the aame atance, deliver a left uraken-uchl or 
back flat atrike at face height 









(Top right): 


Krishanu Day seems 
uninterested in what Is 
being told to Cheema by 
coach Amal Dutta 


(Left): 

Chibuzor leapfrogs over 
the prostrated Bavarian 
goalkeeper 



(Right, below): 

The amateurs from 
Bavaria pose fo^a 
photograph before the 
match 
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T he 

sfKinsorshi- 
p liooni in 
golf over 
the last ten 
years has 
been speeta<'iilar. And 
one should thank the 
generous corporate 
sector for coming 
forward In a big way to 
help the Indian 
professionals make 
some money out of this 
game. The attractive 


High Spirits! 

BUNTY RANDHAWA 
CELEBRATES HIS VICTORY 


prize money which is 
now on filler in various 
tournaments around the 
country has greatly 
motivated the pros to 
strive for 
excellence... t heir 
lifestyle has also 
changed for the heller. 
Who’d say now that the 
pros are Irealed 
shabbily? And looking at 
the golf calendar.one will 
surely agree that the 
Indian Golf Union has 


made a big leap forward. 

With plenty of cash 
pouring In more and 
more players are turning 
professional. Recently, 
the Old Course of the 
Royal Calcutta Golf Club 
witnessed the eountiy's 
lop pros and amateurs 
tussling Intently for the 
Kalyani Black l.abel 
trophy, sponsored by 
United Breweries Ltd. In 
fact, the UB competition 
which offered a fabulous 



Rs two lakhs, was the 
IGU’s 31st prize money 
tournament including 
the Indian Open of I he 
golf calendar. 

The Kalyani Black 
Isabel Open's inaugural 
show proved a gn*at 
success (and tlicre will 
be many more) although 
t he general scorelines 
were unimpressive. 
There was only one 
sub-par card of72 
brought in by local Shlck 
All on the first day of the 
tournament. The high 
scores probably were 
due to the windy and cold 
conditions. ’ 

Even the winner. 

Bunty Randhawa. had a 
four round aggregate of 
305which was 13 
strokes over the par 
course of 73. BjU 
Randhawa played 
smooth golf. The rising 
tension did not affect 
him at all when Shiek All 
led the field till the 
halfway mark—the cut 
where 51 survived 
among the 84 pros and 
12 amateurs. But some 
atrocious golf by Shiek 
Alf on the second day 
greatly Jeopardised his 
position. If Randhawa 
could better Jiis first two 
round pterformances, 
then Shiek All would 
have been in for some 
real trouble. And that's 
exactly what happened. 
Randhawa returned the 
day's best card of 74 to 

Bunty Randhawa 

kl88«8 the trophy 







Ni« > ^ ^ 

fasted gtoiy. He did have ait'\ 
Mge over Shiek . 

there wds dnyene who 
could hove turhed 
Randhowo's applecart 
upside down, it was All Sher 


shart* (he lead with vSk. 
All. 

Two dramatic events 
took place on the third 
day. Alt Sher. who had 
created history by 
becominit the first Indian 
pro to win the Indian 
Open at Delhi last year 
was not too happy with 
his game. A poor card of 
79 followed by another 
round ol 2 over par left no 
other opt ion for t he 
Delhitebnt to improve 
his game. Putting like all 
othfTs had let him down, 
but he played the best 
back nine In (he 

Amit Luthra erased bitter 
memories when he 
won the amateur trophy 







tournament firing an 
eagle on the 15th and 
two birdies for a 75 which 
saw him trailing thejolnt 
leaders (Shiek and 
liunty) by two strokes 
(229). 

Royal's veteran Hyder 
Kf lan made a i>rillianl 
achievement on the 
short 13th. He fired a 
hole-in-one to collect Rs 
10.000 and was 
obviously amongst the 
40 pros who .sliared the 2 
lakhs booty. However, 
over the years many a 
golfer had achieved this 
feat. Even a couple of 
years back two 
Americans had done this 
in the Indian Open. 

Kandfiawa is a far 
more matured player 
and has tasted glory. He 
did have an edge over 
Shiek All who was yet to 
notch up a big triumph. 
But if there was any one 
who could have turned 
Randhawa's applecart 
upside down, it was Ali 
Sher. However. Bunty 
Randhawa's consistency 
on the final day saw him 
collect the top purse of 
Rs. 33.320. 

The keen fight for the 
second slot centred 
around Shiek All and Ali 
Sher who were tied at 
306. Iney didn't want a 
play-off due to 'fatigue'. 
There was the toss of the 
coin and the Delhi pro 
called correct. But both 



shared the prize money 
equally. It rarely 
happens. 

Basad Ali. who lay in 
the 14th position 
brought in the day's best 
score on the last day to 
earn himself some extra 
cash,finlshlng fifth. 
Delhi's Rohtas Singh 
knew that it wasn't his 
tournament on the Old 
Course and had to settle 
for whatever he could 
collect. Age seems to be 
catching up with Rohtas. 
But die Indian pros 


Shiek Ali brought in the 
only sub-par card 

won't give up so easily, 
especially now that there 
is so much cash flowing 
into the sport. 

The amateur title was 
won by Amll Luthra. 
although his scoresheet 
was not that Impressive. 
But this victory erased 
bitter memories of his 
narrow defeat in the 
Goodricke golf played at 
the same venue earlier. 

A ComMppiNiMit 











interesting snippet 














LOOKWe FOR STANDBYS 


E nglish 

county 

Derbyshire are 
lining up 

possible replaciments 
for Ian Bishop in case the 
West Indian fast bowler 
falls to recover from a 
backinjuiy. 

One is Mohammad 
Azharuddin, the Indian 
Test captain, who scored 
more than 2,000 runs for 
Derbyshire last season 
as Bishop's 

replacement. The other 
possl{;>ility is Brain 
McMillan who scored 
999 runs for 
Warwickshire five years 
ago in his only English 
season. 


FOOTBAU DEBUT 








€ 
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S OUm AFRICA ’S first 
soccer International 
In 25years could be 
against England at 
Wembley, thanks to the 
demise of the Soviet 
Union. 

Contrary to press 
reports that FIFA has 
blocked South Africa's 
comeback bid, the 
January meeting of 
football’s governing body 
will rubber stamp their 
immediate return. 

Plans are advanced for 
the all-black South 
African side to visilt 
Britain In April, when 
they are provisonally 
booked to play a Football 
fjeague representative 
side. But If Brigand's 
frtendfySxture with the 
Soviet Union on the 29di 
falls through, expect 
England to play South 
Afhca. 


AtriwriKidin l» oiM of thg 
opdoftoopfnio BhRlM 
, «9vnty,0^byi^iiip.\ 









w c r I d rn c:- ci i a t h a t vv e f'i o t rn a 1 1 y d o n ' t g e t ‘ o h e c u b o u t. 


mCfONIHinRIIIBLINE 


C LTVE RICE Is facing 
disciplinary action 
over an outburst he 
made on television In 
which he described 
South Africa’s selection 
of a 20 man shortlist for 
the cncket World Cup as 
idiotic 

Rice, aged 42. who 
captained the South 
African side in theli tour 
of India has not been 
included in the shortlist 
for the World Cup 
DrAllBacher 
managing director of the 
United Cricket Board of 
South Alrlca (UCBSA), 
said that the matter 
would be considered as a 
possible breach of the 
code of behaviour 
Rice’s chagrin is 
understandable After 
all, it was 20 years ago 
that he was chosen for a 
South African side, then 
at its peak, to tour 
Australia but the tour 
was called offbet ause of 
anti*apartheid pressure 


L IVERPOOL’S.WeIsh 
International soccer 
atrlkerjan Rush, who 
has beien sidelined since 
mid-November after a 
knee operation, needs 
HutheraiuTgery that will 
keep him out of action for 
another mcmth, 
Formerfywith 
Juventusln Itaty, Rush, 
30. has missed half of the 
current Bn^lsh season 
because of an Achillea 
teadim injury and then a 
knee cartilage problem 
that needed surgery. 

The Liverpool 


CNva RiMlMlt dMcrlbMl 
IImi 204 immi ahortlMfor 
ttwWorid *141000' 




Ian Rush, of Livarpool, 
has spent more time In 
hospitals and operation 
theatres than on the 
football ground 


maiMgci Graeme 
Soimcas said that €t new 
swelling had dc\ eloped 
at oi ind the knee and a 
< lub d(H tot had 
let ommended another 
operation 


m Pi 


F AIIH they say can 
move mountain» 
Satish Ganapatio 
Dhanekarirom 
Amiawatl had a 
dream he wanted to 
come down a 
mountainside doing a 
hand stand all the way 
Tor this feat he chose the 
histone Glniar 
mountain near 
Junagath 

What started olf as a 
lark, turned out to be a 
very serious matter after 
all Much to the sill prise 
ofhlscntkshe 
successfully ac hieved 
the feat and also 
trimmed four days ofThls 
schedule During his 
Incredible 

descend—with head 
down and feet 
up—Dhanekar c ovei cd 
exactly6985 steps 
Dhanekar claims that 
this is a world record and 
hopes to And his name in 
the Guinness Book of 
World Records • 



















SPORTSWEEK 


This week in the history of sport 


H ans werner 

GROSSE of Germany 
attained a speed of98 43 
mph/158 40 kmph In 
his single sealer glider 
145 40 kmph over a 
distance ol 750 km over 
Australia on Jan B, 1985, 
and set a world ret ord In 
the proc ess 

T he first balloon free 
night II 1 America was 
made on Jan 9, 1793, by 
the Front hman 


Jean PleiieBlanchard 
from Philadelphia to New 
Jei sey 

A n Indian team led by 
Col TPS 

Chowdhiiry returned to 
Bombay on Jan 10,1987 
alter covering 55 000 
knis It was the first 
Indian expedition to 
t in iimnavigate the 
earth in a yacht 

W HILF, playing for 
Karac hi against 


Bahawalpur at Karachi 
Hanlf Mohammed 
sc ored 499 mns the 
highest evei fiisl class 
sc ore in ciic ket-oii Jan. 
11,1959. 

I N the American bait 
knuckle boxing 
c hnmpionship on Jan 
12,1869neai St Louis 
Toifi Allen of England 
defeated Bill Davis in 
round 43 


O N Jan 13,1973 L 

Efskind of Norway 
set a men s world record 
on ice by c overlng 500 
ml sin 38 seconds 

A MERICAI^ baseball 
player Joe DiMaggio 
niai 1 led 1 lollywood 
actiess Marilyn Monroe 

on Jan 14,1954 at San 

Fi ant isco 

A.R. Sharif 


MILESTONES 


TQ PARTICIPATE: India 
IntheTakatl 
International 
Wrestling 
Championships to 
be held In Teheran 
from Febmaiy 4th. 
WnCHTBI: Colin 
Cowdrey, former 
England cricketer 
ana Chairman of the 
ICC. Ian Wexisnam 
and Uz McColgan 
are to receive the 
MBE or Member of 
the ]^U$h Empire 
while footballer 
Gary Uneker will get 
the more 

prestigious QBE. or 
OlBeer of the Order 
ofthe&itlsh 
Emp ire. 

WOli; By the Swiss 
pair of Jakob Hlasek 
'andManueela 
Makevathe 
Hppman Cup mixed 
team tennis title 
They deflated the 
Caechoaloyakian 
' pairdCKarei 
NovacriK and Helena 
Bttkcwa2*linthe 
Rnal I 

Bengal th4 aatiefoal 
‘ woRnen'afoothaU 





title They defeated 
Rajdhthan 5-4 in the 
final, via the 
tle-breakci 

SANCTHHIEDiBythe 
Department of 
Youth Afialrs and 
Sports, pensions of 
Rs. 1.000 permonth 
to swimmer Mlhlr 
Sen. footballers C 
P Chandraii. C 
Raghavan and trap 
shooters A Naim 

KNOCKED OUT: 1991 
Wimbledon 
champion Michael 
Stich and Ivan Lendl 
from the New South 
Wales Open—a 
Warmup 

tournament to the 
Australian 
Open—in the first 
round. Stich Icxst to 
TbddWoodbrtdgeof 
Australia, while 
Richard t&ra^fcek of 
Holland defeated 
Lendl. 

TORETONgReeth 

Abrahun 
announced her 
retirementtrcim 
fotetnatfonal. 
nattomlandetote *' 


f (< ' r 


* " J aRfct I xil 9*™ 













SPORT SHORTS 


Ry Fred Hull 
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JamfiBj 

JACK lAUNHE 
74 Yur Otd Ironitittil 




Toa eia t lapirata Jack LaUana from fitnejs* j 
Exareifs and fitnnsi are averythinj to Jack f 
Hit daily ritual, up at Sam, pump iron For two hourt followad by 
an knur of vijorout twimminj, kat not ehanjod in SCLyoart 

Tko 'Jack Ltlanna TV Show’ turned him into an institution 
'A Ill* ^11'* **^ 60't But, ho wai alroady well known 

to fitnnsi huffs when ho opened hit first health spa 
in 1936 

Jack louot to prove that years mean little 
started performing feats of strength 
stunts when he was in his SO's On each 
birthday he astounded the world with a 
spectacular feat! To celohrata hit 
70th birthday be towed 70 boats 
holding 70 people 
1 and 1/2 niletl 


SAPOLE HEIPHT- 
rumo TO PERFECTION 

Proper saddle height it important to 
a cyclist be he a competitive rider 
or a weekend recreational rider 

Saddle height niul be correct to 
use leg muscles efficiently ^ Jlj 
Mott cyclists ride with / ^ 

saddles too low fbr comfort ^ 
and pedaling efficiency 


While sitting, the heeis of your feet should |ust reach tko pedals 
This may seem awkward, but after a short distance, you'll find 
pedaling easier and balance improved 

Racing cyclists use a fuoid] for saddle height which gives 
Oplmuin pedaling power Measure leg height from floor to inseam 
and multiply measurement by I 09 The result is the distance 
from the top of the saddle to the pedal spindle 

-Example 

& \ If leg measures 40 inches 

ff\ \ mJJI* height should be 43 6 

/ \ y/ \ ' '"***•* '*®****^ 

y \ 431/2 mini 

JL —■—— V ***^ 



"fle's mine and very protec¬ 
tive." 


"You said these tryouts were 
for anyone over 6*5"." 












MUMOUP 



Goodricke Golf 


T FfE Gootlrirkc Eas(«‘rn 

India Golf c-liamj)ionship 
could not liavc se*cii a 
belter finish. Ar|un Sinnh 
clinched llic emwn by the b.ircst ol 
margins after .st‘vcn days of tight 
play at the Uoyal tJalentIa Golf 
Club eours«'. Anat Luihra finished 
second as the championship was 
decided pn the third hold of a 
sudden death play-oil. 

'llie meet seemed to have 
•soniet hing lor everyone as the 
underdogs came up wit h some 
glorious perforrnan«'«*s. This saw 
the early exit of some big names in 
the tournament. 

Subhankar Sen’s guiles were too 
hot for fani'ied I^kshnian Singh. 

Arjun Singh had to fight to the 
finish to win the golf title 



one of the top seeds to crash out 
early In the tournament. Sen. who 
made a scratchy start, played the 
last nine holes at level par and 
llnally beat Singh on the 18th (two 
up). 

But Sen's giant-killtng spree was 
ended by junior national champion 
Daniel Chopra when Sen could not 
rcfiroduc-e his form against Singh, 
6n the 13th tee. Chopra won six 
and live. 

There were more upsets to 
follow. On the penultimate day. 
Daniel Chopra and Rajiv Mohta, 
w’ho had struck a purple patch In 
the tournament, were the 
casualties. Chopra lost to Luthra 
while Arjun Singh got the better of 
Mohta. 

The Chopra-Luthra tic was an 
absorbing one. It was up and down 
till (heninth.The 16th wasastiiT 
one for both and they halved it at 
six. Luthra won the 17(h.Tlic 18th 
was halved in pars with Luthra 
running out the winner. 

Mohta suffered a reverse in the 
second hole versus Aijun. 1 le 
spumed the third and fourth too 
and could not recover after that. 
Arjun won on the 15th hole four 
and three. 

Conditions were not exactly 
perfect for the final at the RCGC. A 
pre-dawn shower made the course 
soggy, but. Luthra turned on the 
heal with a birdie right in the first 
hole. Arjun drew level by taking the 
fourth but Luthra reeled off the 
next three to build a nice four-point 
cushion after the tenth hole. Aijun 
just did not give up. He too had a 
four-ln-a-row from the 15th to 
18th to ensure parity. 

The afternoon saw some exciting 
golf. Luthra once again took a 
commanding lead by the 24th. on 
which he achieved a par. Aijun cut 
Luihra’s three-point lead ty taking 
the 26th. But Luihra kept the lead 
by winning the 32nd. But as luck 
would have it. Luthra missed a 
short putt on the 33rd hole and 
nerves cost him the 34th. With just 
two holes to go. Luthra's lead had 
been cut to just one ipoint. 

The 35th was halved and then 
Aijun forced a win on the last hple 
to take the fight to the 
sudden-death. 


Eastern India 
Equestrianism 

M an and beast performed In 
tandem as the three-day 
Classic Eastern India Equestrian 
championships were gony through 
at the Tollygunge Club course. If 
Scottish l.awand Mrs Anne Wright 
created some sort of a record in the 
ladies's open hacks, the honours in 
this year's meet went to the Grewal 
brothers—Jlvraj and Amarinder 
who emerged joint best for 
brilliantly handling Bob Wright’s 
horse Toranl. 

But if the Grewal brothers led the 
pack, the 61 st Cavalry was not far 
behind. Army teams usually rule 
the roost, having some of the best 
riders in the country, in 
equestrianism. The 61 st Cavalry 
tasted double success on the 

A proud moment for (right) 
Jivaraj Grewal. The 20-year-old 
won the gruelling three-day 
event as well as the confined 
cross-country 



* 













comiudingdayol theTollygunge 
Club meet when Captain S. Singh 
(atop Master) and Swr Jagdlsh 
Singh (atop Invincible) were joint 
first In the fault-and-out 
successive relay. In the open 
jumping. Captain Singh edged out 
Jl\Taj (astride Top Tlile) Swr G. 
Chakraborty of West Bengal F’ollce 
(astride Aijun). for the gold. 

And now to the Grewal sucn-ess 
stoiy. 'fWenty-year-old Jlvraj 
turned In a fine show Ijy winning 
the gruelling three day event as 
well as the c onfi ned cross-countiy 
astride Toranl. Ji\Taj could have 
added the individual tent-pegging 
title too. but for a slight lapse of 
concentration during the run-off 
which was introduced to break the 
deadlock after four rounds of 
competition. Swr Gopal Chandra 
Dey ofWB pPollce was first (atop 
Roshanara) while Jlvraj (atop 
Melodic) was third. 

Amarlnder. the younger of the 
Grewals, topped In the confined 
riding atop Tambourine, the Col 
Tolly horse’. Scottish Law (Mrs 
Anne Wrlght-Col Tolly) and 


Alcrciuit i lt‘M litiskel h.:il - f;. 


i fe 






the second session 1[t5C0 railied ttttgitificleiiprid 
fin^l of the Mercantile Invitational Mixed 
tournament 3fr34, The ttnmtament tvaaoiiiiattieed 
Women’s Basketball AssMiatlon of Went BengpIvUldt 1$ 
mercantile'firms participating tn the two wdtidtftinfWeiii'U 
picture,: The *iBixed* nSCO i^ketball team* > ' '-T'j- - ^ '' 


Obolensky (Mrs S. Bajorla-Col 
Tolly) finished joint sec’ond. 
Tlie childreh also flexed their 



muscles too In the meet. K. Desai 
was the best child rider atop his 
mount Tiara. Miss if. Mann atop 
Sunl>eam was second while Jhansi 
ridden by Miss N. Bose was third. 


State Boxing 


G arden reach boxing 

ASSOCIATION emerged best 
In the Senior State Boxing 
Championship which was held 
recently. When their boxers 
finished wtlh three gold medals to 
win the team gold ahead of School 
of Physical Culture (SOPC) and 
Asansol Sub'-divisional Sports 
Association, which shared the 
second spot. 

More than 30 state units 
participated In the meet 
which saw some Interesting bouts 
In the lower weight divisions. Bui 
the meet's only knockout saw 
SOPC's Mohammed Akram 
blasting his Asansol rival 
Satyanarayan Yadav in the first 
round Itself. 

The meet's other winners were 
Kashinath Mukheijee (Garden 
Reach) In the fiy-wclght category, 
Asansol's Partha Samaddar in 
bantamweight. NSI's BIswajil Pal 
tn the light featherweight. Garden 













fit a( h s Siibhasjs Mullit k in 
ll^lawt i>>hl Wt St Cnd s raniimov 
Miiklu rjt t in llftht weltt nvt ijtfit 
(U (lini( al kiioc kuiit In first round) 
<incl SOIK s Sved Shahid I’ar\() in 
wtll( rwtinlil 
Soumrtra Bom 


I LUDHIANA_ I 


Cycling 

Championships 


P UNJAB iiid Andaman A 
Nk ()l)<n lulid tlu roost in tin 
t\vo< v( lm(>rli unpionships he Id at 
I iidlii 111 1 s Pun]ab Ai>i i( ulluial 
Uni\tisii\ vilodronu uinitlv 
Sponsor* d by V udhrnan Spinning 
/trCaiKi tl Mills th< riuet 
suipiisiiii>lv lound Bihar who had 
Ik * II dointt w( II prixiously n)avini> 
s* ( oik! Iiddk and h ivini* tone 
(orili lit with a couple ol silver and 
bion/i in* dais 

I h* I’unjab l.ids put up stellai 
p* i lot 111 UK (s to * arn a bat* of nine 
voids si\ siK t rs and om broiveto 
win III* overall ( hainpionship in the 
sub |unior nation ilswith 7‘» 
poiiils II that wasiinpressivi the 
All India Inti i Slat* niinsstdion 
s iw Pun|ab a* quiie si\ jirolds <ind 
thii* silvcistobt pr I* hi don top 
with 11 |Kunts 

I h* And unan ^ Nu obai worn* n 
Him \t d the t* am * hampionship 
(B) points) with lour^olds and 
Ihi** silviis whilt til* ir juniors 
vvoiith* sub Junioi national title 
w ith SI VI n t>old and two silv* i 
nudals uidsKuiid 11 points 
In tlu liitii StaU nunssidion 
i’unjtib * V* lists 1 akwind* r biiifth 
I lard* V Smt>h Amandiepand 
Kirn il Sun'll * i * at* d a new i ec ord 
in till lOOOm load ttam time tnal 
diMkin^ihis 1 liniii 1)73 sec 
Likewise iiith* 4 000nielits 
leam Pursuit tlu t lining ol mm 
Ob 30 s* * s* t by IndLiii liailways 
at the D<*lhi nationals lastvtai was 
ciascd (4 nun *)'> 77 s* *) by I ateh 
Jang Singh 1 1 iUk han Singh 
Kii pal Singh Aniandccpand 
ilai dev Singh Chandigarh s 
strong I ider Fateh Jang Singh 
shat tered yet anothei ret ord in the 
1000 meti cs rime! rial when he 
t lo< ked 1 min 11 20 sec 
In the sub luniot national the 
lop slot for the 4 000 m and 3 000 
ni Team Pm suit was won by the 
Pun|abboys withanewietordof5 
iniin 0 36 sec and 3 nun 57 15 



AMRATA THAPAR, from Delhi, won the Tstj Trophy 
Golf chamjdonship held Bt the ToUygumf Club golf course, 
Calcutta. She was the most consistent player amongst the 30 
other golfers. 


sec respectively R<immder Singh clocking 4 min 1 19 sec for boys 

I)eol < reated a new i ecord in the under 18. while a very promising 

500 m 1 ime I rial cloc king 37 54 rideijPardeep Singh Sandhii 

s**i and 38 20 sec for boys created a new record in 2 000m 

under lOand 14 years, Individual Pursuit for boys 

respectively IHinjabcyclist under-16clocking2min 42 93 

KanwanitSinghsetanewmarkin sec 
the 3 000 m Individual fHirsuit, Raiosh MmmM 















MAIUAG 


Great stuff 


T 


i HB c o\ Cl stor>' on Allcin 
Hoidt'i A Reluctant 
Captain by i iai sba niioiflc was 
icallvQood Uisaltci a long tune 
that one got to rt ad sui h an 
Informatn e inlcnicw with I he 
c 1 K kcting niaesli o He is one 
1 who o\ei llu vt.us has 
shown what leading hoin the fiont 
IS all about Ht hasbtcn.iplayd 
who wnlh his supi ih 11 k ket and 
teinpei ami'tit h.is taken 
Austialiaiiciuket togical litights 
Hi still(oiitiniies toinspiiL tin 
team and tlu otlui i aptains 
(spi 1 lallv A/haiuddiii i mild take 
ti page oi two li mil his book and 
goad till Indian U am to pei Im in 
bi ttd 

Ki ep giving us st nsaiimial 
Intel views like this 
R/lJESlIhUM^XH 
liokain 


End of an era 


T llCviai that just gotovei saw 
tlu emeigtnc t ol lu w lai es m 
the world ol tennis aiidthi liteial 
end ol an eia in tht woim ii s si ene 
1 he p.ist lewyi ats hav c st en the 
dt{lineottheNaviatilova Eveit 
era Hut then again looking at the 
spii ited pi rioi niani es ol 
Nav lalilov a <ind ( onnois at 
Wimbli don <ind the U b Open one 
t ertainly i annot wi tie them oil at 
least not yet 1992 shot ild be the 
yeat towalihout. loi the tennis* 

SI t nai to certainly holds a lot ol 
exi iling prospet ts 

1 he article on Mantu Ghosh by 
KO Jacob that appealed sonw 
time ago in the niagta/ine was also 
superb By beeoniirig the national 
t hamplon at sue halt nder tige she 
has proved that she has the talent 
But whether she c.in exploit it to 
the lullcst remains to be seen For 
the sake of Indian sport, one hopes 
she does find her nkkonci again 
VIBHUnAWASTHI. 
iMCknow. 



Teams lor meets like the SAF, 
should In future be cicargd at a 
no-cost to-govemmeni basts, 
and only the medal winning 
athletes should be reimbursed 
altei they return to the 
eountiy Tills probably will lie the 
only wav in whic h the athletes lake 
sport moie seiiouslv 
AMir Kl'MAR DAS 
Cak iitt.i 


Allan Border* captain extraordinary 


Shameful 


I r was <i 1 eal shot king exju*! leiu e 
to hear about India s dismal 
pel loniwiK e in the SAP Game s .it 
Colombo rhest athletes have 
piovxd that lhe^ haveni ithi i the 
patnotisnioi the/eal to win It 
surely si'emed as though they wen* 
there on a holiday all expenses 
iKiinebytheGoveinment Meets 
like these serve little purpose the 
athletes do not put in their lies! 
the stand<irds ate not Iimi high and 
hence there is no quest ion about 
gaining inteniational exposure 


Crisis time 


T he ai lu le f alvpso ( i Isis' 
niadeotu vvondii .is to how 
long the West Indi.in te.im vv ould 
be able to h.ing on to the title ol the 
woild sbest 111 < keting team Altei 
di opping Viv Ki< hai ds li om the 
team thei e seems to bt no one to till 
the V Old 

n lie that an old oi dei does 
always < haiigc lor the n< w but this 
i hange c ouldn 1 1 onu at n more 
Inappiopii.ite niomi nl With the 
World C up i omingup the 
expel iciu i ol Rii hai ds i ould h.iv'e 
helped the Windies a lot His 
V er\' pi (sent e was enough to 
inspiie his team .ind also put the 
shiv CIS into the oijposllion 

Oneieitainlywisliesthat he 
i mild be seen in .u tion again But 
that swishliil thinking 
SUNEEl AGRAWAL 
Luckitow 


Keep up the good work 


T HEartiile Bl(KKJs|M)ri on the 
.5th World Oiien Kai ate 
C h<impionship. by Pradeep Paul 
was superb But at the same time It 
was disappointing to si 1 1 he 
peilormaiK e ot the Indi.in 
karatek<is theie 

Here s hoping that we will h.iv e a 
good i overage ol the 10th Asian 
Taekwondo Championships to be 
held m Kuala Lumpur li om 
January 31 st 

CHANEMOVCASbOUNlJllMM 

France 


The cover photograph of Ravi Shastn in this issue is by NtkhtI 
Bbgttacharva. 


















OBITUARY 


A BDLJl. BASITH 


Admired By All 


O NCE upon :i 
time, a lad, who 
had a modest 
beglnntnfi. 

went to witness the vol¬ 
leyball seleetlon tnals of 
his school, team Anwar- 
ul-Uloom. Not that he 
was very fascinateil initi¬ 
ally. but he took to the 
game by sheer accltlenl: 
During the trials, the ball 
bounced off the court 
and landed in front of 
him. Thrilled he picked 
up the bail and boosted it 
back into play like a true 
player. The physical 
director of the sc'huol, 
Azhar, noticed this boy’s 
extraordinary flair for 
the game and took him 
under his wing. Hie boy 
strived genuinely to beco¬ 
me one of the country’s 
top spikers...eventually 
betwmlng the vanguard 
of the Indian volleyball 
team since 1974. 

'fbls lad was thrilled 
and excited, not at gett¬ 
ing a place in the school 
team but on getting a 
new jersey to play for 
that particular local tour¬ 
nament. However, for 
that competition he had 
to borrow his brother’s 
shorts. But. borrowed 
feathers or not. he show¬ 
ed true potential. And 
never looked back ever 
since. He becamci a 
household name where 
volleyball Is concerned. 
His name is Alxliil 
Basith. 

His contribution to the 
game was tremendous. 
He was a great entertai¬ 
ner. He was admired by 
ail. 

But today there is a 
pall of gloom in volleyball 
circles. Basith met with a 


tragic cud; being elec’tro- 
culi*(l at his Hyderabad 
residence while repair¬ 
ing an eleciric 
instrument. 

A player who seems to 
defy the laws of advanc¬ 
ing age by bec-omlng 
more pronclent as he 
grew older, he was tho¬ 


roughly aggressive. ser\'- 
ing like a bomb and sma¬ 
shing with tremendous 
confidence. Basith had 
always proved his class. 
Inspired his team 
(Andhra) to great 
heights. Once, when 

Abdul Basith In action 



defeat stared Andhra in 
the face against (prmida- 
blc national champions 
Indian Railways at the 
VFI ranking tournament 
at Tiruppur. Baslth's 
conlentpt lor his own 
mistimed shots and his 
languid, cool, court man¬ 
ners stung his c’ollea- 
gues into dynamic 
action. Other matches 
were won by the sheer 
fury of this talented 
player. . His speciality 
being the counter and 
high ball attack, his was 
a more scientific 
approach to game situa¬ 
tions. far ahead of his 
limes. 

Basith first represent¬ 
ed Andhra Pradesh In 
the 1975 Junior Nation¬ 
als. A team he played for 
ever since, except for a 
brief period when he was 
in Maharashtra with 
Western Railway. In 
1978. he donned Indian 
colours at the Bangkok 
Asiad and in the same i 
year at the SAP Games at 
Islamabad he exhibited 
his true grit and courage 
by carrying the country 
on his shoulders in spite 
of his little child (girl) 
who lay on her death ^d 
at Malappally. So great 
was his mental courage 
and heroism that people 
and teammates used to 
speak about him in 
reverence. 

He had played more 
than 35 international 
tournaments. He played 
for a brief period in Italy 
as a professional' along 
with his idol late Jimmy. 
George who Incidentally 
had met with a'prematu; 
re death a fewyears ago. 
MPtamli .■ 
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QUIZyCHESS/BRIDOEai 


QUIZ 

QUESTIONS 

1 Which Test bowler, accused 
several times for throwing, had to 
retire eventually*’ 

2 What record has the bowler 
(referred to in question 1) to his 
credit? 

3 Which controversial bowler 
published a book entitled Thrown 
Out and defended his bowling 
action there? 

4 Which South Aftican batsman hit a 
century in Perth (in 1963) in 88 
minutes? 

5 For which state did Garry Sobers 
play in Australia? 

6 Which was the fielding position 
over which Garry Sobers hit most 
when he hit Malcolm Nash for six 
sixer at Swansea in 1968? 

7 What was Malcolm Nash s 
comment (after Sobers s feat 
referred to in the foregoing 
question)? 


ANSWERS 

1 Geoffrey Griffin (South Africa) 

2 A Test hat-tnck (vs England at 
Lord s in 1960 The victims were 
Mike Smith, P M Walker and 
Trueman) 

3 Ian Meckiff (Australia) 

4 Graeme Pollock 

5 South Australia 

6 Long-on (3) The order was this 
overlong-on, long-on, long-off 
mid-wicket to the on long-on, 
mid-wickettotheon 

7 T suppose I can gam some 
satisfaction from the fact that my 
name will be permanently in the 
records book* 


CHESS 

A NAND ended theyet rwlth a 
flourish, beating Garri 
Kasparov once again What’s more, 
second time round he did it with 
blacki Incidentally/mand Joins 
Boris GuUco as the only two to have 
plus scores against the world 
champion. 

The Indian GM surprised 
Kaqiarovwlth the FTmch Defence. 


There followed a sharp tactical 
duel involving castling on opposite 
sides. When the complications 
ended Anand had a clear 
advantage and he never let go 

White. Kasparov Vs Black. 
Anand. Reggio Bmlha. ‘91-92 

1 e4 e6 2 (M dS 3 Nd2 eS 4 edS QdS 5 dcS 
Bc5. Kasparov picks an unusual 
line ol the Tarrasch Variation Here 
white normally gambits with 5 
Ngi3cd4 6Ngf3Nf67Bd3IM)8Qe2 
Nbd79Ne4b610Nc5Clc511 Be3Gk:712 
(HH)Bb713 Bd4NcSI Quick 
counterplay based on the trick 14 
Bf6gf4 

14 BeS Nd3 IS Rd3 Qc416 Nd4 Be417 

Rs3 Qifl!? Avery sharp move 
However 17 Qe2 18 Rc2 Bg2'?? 19 

Rgl wins a piece The endgame is 
crqual otherwise 

18 Bf6 Bg6! Anand must have 
foreseen this temporary 
sacrifice 18-Qai 19Kd2Qhlwi]l 
lead to checkmate with the black 
queen out of action 19 Ra3 QdS 20 
Mi? White must return the piece 
but is this thebestway?20--gf621 hS 
Qd4 22 hg6 hg6 23 Rah3 fSI 24 Rh4 f4i 25 
Qf3 Rac8 26 Rf4 QcS 27 e3 Kg7 28 Rhh4 QeS 
29 g3 Qel 30 Kc2 ftedS 31 Rd4 QeS 32 Rhf4 
Qc7 33 Qe3 eS! Now black holds all the 
trumps 

34 Rd8 Rd8 3S Re4 RdS 36 g4 bS 37 gS 
Qd6 38 f3 as 39 Qe2 Qe6 40 Qh2 QfSI 
Control of the d-line and less 
exposed king Is enough to win. the 
extra pawn is just a bonus 

41 Qd7 42 Qel (See Diagram) b4l 

Checkmate is the quickest way 43 
cb4 Qa4 44 b3 Q a2 45 Kc3 a4t 46 ba4 083 
47 Kc2 Qa4 48 Ke3 Qa3 49 Kc2 Rd3l (0-1) 
The threat is 50-Qb3 51 Kcl Rc3 52 
Kd2 Qc2 checkmate. White cannot 
playSOCttil Qc3 either so he must 
lose at least queen for rook 
Davangshu Outla 



BBIDCE . 

H igh cards often cause an 
optical illusion in the game of 
bridge and even intematinal 
plavei s arc not immune to this 
ailment Today’s hand from this 
year s European Open Team 
i hampionship won by Bntain, Is a 
case In point - 


Oonler No^h 


EWvul 


NORTH (dummy) 
A 0)65 

• K653 

• 

« KJIOeT 


WEST 

A 10 

* A 87 

* AKQ9B^ 

* TB/ 


EAST 

A 2 

« J109 
* JJ0754 
A AQ42 


SOUTH 

« 4X98741 

* Q42 

• 61 

« 5 

Play ing in live spades after a 
spirited auction that placed the 
heai t ai e with West was the 
piomisingyoung Dutch player 
HeiryWesira He rufl<*d the 
opc'ning high diamond load in 
diimniy. c i ossed over in spades, 
and led a club to the king and ace. 
Hat k t ame 1 he heart jack which 
was ducked totind to the king. 

Club jat k a smooth low club from 
East after long thought Westra 
1 ulled playing West for an original 
holding of Q XX m clubs One down. 

I am sure many readers would 
find nothing wrong with Westra's 
line, putting the loss down to a 
misguess in c lubs However, as 
Westra hiinsell pointed out later, 
iiy playing the hand if dummy’s 
club honours are replaced ly small 
cards Attnektwo a club is led 
from the table, ultimately setting 
up and enjoying the fifth club ior a 
heart discard with the aid of three 
club rufls. the three remaining 
spades and the heart king 
prendding the entries required So. 
on t he ac t ual hand also. Westra 
should have played a club off the 
table at trick two making whenever 
clubs break 4 3 rathei than be 
required to guess the c lub position. 
The club honours had caused a 
temporary disorriei in Westra’s 
eyesight, as it docs with most of us 
all the time 
SantanuOlioM 



CRICKET CRITICS 


CRICKET IN MANY 
I^NDS by Tony Lewis 
(Iloddcr; 240pp; £14.99) 


‘T 


I lESE 
(onr - 

teams 


lhiti|L;ln>nia political 
point of view in brin^in^ 
onr crickcnnjL* kinsmen 
across the seas In touch 
with those ol the mother 
coimtiy’. SowTolc' I’.F. 
Warner in liis somewhat 
ploddiiif* f'r/eke/ in 
Many Clinics, pnblislied 
in 1900. Tony i.*’wls, in 
his not dissimilarly 
named iiook, writes of a 
world made less e.\oti(' by 
siieed\- <ilr I ravel and 
perhaps It'ss tolerant 
because ol I lie closer 
lamiliai ity ainon^ 
nations in thi.s 
post colonial aj[‘e. 
l-ewis' alli'ction lor 
India Is patent .ind hi.s 
di.sappro\al of excessive 
short-pit<-lied liowllng is 
strongly e.vpressed. as is 
hisdetestat lonol 
boori.s)! behaviour on the 
field. Towanls the end, 
addini:; his ermlile voice 
tot he dire warning now 
widely heard, he writes: 
ITie administrators of 
the ^ame have been 
subjis'tiniS irlckefs Kootl 
toin«irketin>*j»ain...'l‘lic 
game is being artificially 
.sustained and is losing 
its character along the 

W!IV.' 

His chief target, at the 
lime and sub.scquc*ntly. 
is the so-called Packer 
revolution, where he is at 
hl.s most penetrative. 


Along I he way there are 
sad little hopes, destined 
to l>e iiniulfillcil. .such as 
thebelicl. in 1979. that 
‘the Ausirallan Hoard 
will surely try to re.strict 
t he number of jarring 
ad vert i senient s which 
ajjjwar between overs’ 
(on I'V). Iie confesses • 
that he Instructed (Ireig 
to .slow it to 12 overs an 
hour at Calcutta in 1973. 
He writes of Uie haiiards 



of after-dinner speaking. 
I le reminds us of the 
supremacy of Harry 
Richards in his day. I ie 
smiles alfeclioi lately at 
C'livc Radley’s ‘classical 
niKlge'. I le warns that 
South Alrica’s infighting 
could become motivated 
by r<-ligiun. 

'fhe fwok. relreshingly 
unspoiled by misprints 
and factual error, is 
unillustrated, though 
this hardly matters. Only 
the ’afterword’ is troshly 
written. The rest is 
mainly from hl.s 
newspaper writings 
since 1971). A man could 
be tempted to start 
reading the Sunday 
Tclcfinipli. 

TESTING TIMES by 
Graham Gooch (Robson; 
254pp;£9.95) 


E 


others has carried the XI 
to its recovery over the 
past two years, discloses 
his inner feelings only 
rarely. And so it is in this 
book, where I he tone is 
managerial and discreet, 
tlioiigh not completely 
without .shots of 
emotion. He makes no 
attempt to disguise his 
disgust at how some of 
his England tcuiii let him 
down on t he 1990-91 
Australian tour, or at the 
occasional outbursts ol' 
’sledging'by the 
opposition. He even 
expres.se.s 

disappointment at one or 
two umpiring dei'isions. 
something he would 
shun during or straight 
after a Test. I le regret s 
falling short of Sobers’ 
world record in the 1990 
Lord’s Test, when 
tiredness suddenly got 
the better of him at 333. 
and he remains irritated 
at some of the derogatory 
remarks aimed at the 
Indian bowling in that 
match. 

IX'spite the serious 
hand injuries during the 
lours of West Indies and 
Australia. Gooch has 
piled up ovtT 2300 runs 
in the IBTests he has 
played in that lime, 
elevating his overall Test 
average to something 
more in keeping with his 
talents. His melhod is- 
fairly simple, like his 
pro.^e style. He points out 
that while Robin .Smith 
may duek and dive in 
face of the bouncer 


bowlers, he usually 
prefers to play tluvshort 
iiall. It is not that he is 
less fit and agile and 
youthlul. lor he is among 
the fittest men in the 
side. It's just thal this Is 
his .selec 'ted way of 
handling the problem. 
And didn't he db it 
gainfully at 1 icadingley 
last summer, when his 
unbeaten 154 .spelt 
defeat for Wi-st hiclies? 

Test by Test he 
summarises the past 
action-packed 18 
months of England's 
international eonle.sts. 
/believing still that 
Jamaica saw the most 
important of the 
half dozen victories, and 
asserting, after the deep 
disappointment in 
Trinidad, that he'will 
never look at a clear blue 
sky again and feel sale'. 

it was not |Ust the 
weather and West Indies 
go-slow that cost 
England dearly on that 
lour. Injuries piled up 
calamitously. I low many 
can name the P^rigland 
XI’sNo. band 
wicket keepcr(s) in the 
Barliados match 
preceding the fourth 
Test? Time and again he 
refers to Fraser’s high 
class, and how muefi it 
was missed. 

I’hcre are misprints 
and oversights in a book 
obviously protlueed in a 
hurry: Gtweh even 
downgrade^is OI3E to 
an MBE. though the 
story of the Palace 
investiture ends 


NGLAND’s 
captain, the man. 
who above all 


Facing pagaiQooch tries his hand at writing^t 
the same ume exposing Allan Lamb’s (Insi^ 
fetish for gamb I ing with hermit crabs 









iSisit'S 




amusingly, with father 
AlfchatUngtoHer 
Majesty before wrapping 
up some Dundee cake to 
take home to Rose. 
Gooch’s mother. 

Other bright strokes 
are the revdatlon of 
Lamb’s nobbling of a 
hermit crab in a race for 
stakes, and a New York 
cricket entrepreneur’s 
reference to the captain 
of West Indies as ‘Vince 
Robinson'. Gooch 
confesses to 
underbowling himself; 
finds the'wamlng of 
Capel for bowling 
long-hops in Antigua 
quite absurd; favours 
die sending-off of players 
(ff dissent; and utters a 
heart-felt plea for two 
days of rrat per week 
during the season. The 
38-page statistical 
section at the rear of this 
paperback shows cleaity 
enou^whothe 
architect and 
builder-in-chief of 
Endand’s new epoch 
hasbeen. 
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FACE TO FACE 


I ANGELA LEVIN ENCOUNTERS SUSAN PIGGOTT. WIFE OF THE WORE 


S usan PIGGOTT is the first to admit that 
she's more relaxed with hoi ses than 
people. ‘On the whole I hey are much nicer,’ 
she says ‘Unless they are given cause to be 
bad-tempered or spiteful, they won't be 
Journalists also happen to be her least favourite 
people, so It was no wonder that she viewed me 
with caution. It had taken me well over ayear to per¬ 
suade her to talk to me .She rarely gives Interviews, 
particularly since her husband Lester was impriso 
ned In 1987 for tax offences (He admitted a £3 1 
million tax fraud ) And even though she finally 
agreed, she lound the experience a dilfic ult one 
Although we were talklngat her home in Newmar¬ 
ket, she couldn't sit still lor long and grabbed the 
telephone with obvious relief whenever It rang At 
times she looked so anxious and vulnerable I felt 
like giving her a reassuring hug That or trying to 
grow a mane of hair and A couple of extra legs for 
t he afternoon Discussing horses and her success 
as a horse-trainer was relatively easy. (She has 
long been thought of as the power behind thtf sad¬ 
dle.) Discussing anything about her enigmatic 
husband—the world's greatest Jockey—^was not 
1 waited a long while before gently asking how 
she had coped with his imprisonment *I.,ester told 
me I wasn't to talk about it,' she said 
Has the experience changed him*^ 'I don't think 
ell her ol us has changed and I have nothing but 
good to sav about the way we were treated by the 
staff Me on my visits to Highpolnt and him while he 
was there.' 

Had she expected him to be Irapnsoned*^ (She 
had collapsed In tears when he was led away to the 
cells) '1 wasn't entirely surprised. It happened. It’s 
over and neither of us are any the worse for It Com¬ 
pared to what happens to some people, what happe¬ 
ned to us wasn't the end of the world.' 


How had she coped on 
her own? Tm reasonably 
sell-reliant and happy 
with my own company. 
Lester has always been 
away a lot I'm veiy close 
to my daughters (Maure¬ 
en who Is married to a 
trainer and TVacy who Is 
a racing presenter for 
Irish television], and 
leant on them. We also 
had a tremendous num¬ 
ber of letters from people 
all over the world ‘ 

Had she felt humilia¬ 
ted? 'I don't like talking 
about feelings. I suppose 
if I have changed at ^11 
am perhaps less emotio¬ 
nal n w.v^ichlsprobab- 


Dfscussing hor¬ 
ses and her suc¬ 
cess as a horse 
trainer was rela¬ 
tively easy. (She 
has long been 
thought of as the 
power behind 
the saddle.) Dis¬ 
cussing anything 
about her c^g- 
matichus- 
band—the 
world's g^test 
jochey—^as 

dOt*»*^ '•rt , i 
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not a bad thing. Also, during Lester's career he has 
had many fairly horrific accidents. I've never got 
sed to them, but they've enabled me to build up a 
mechanism toshield me from reality«,He's broken 
practically every bone in his body, fractured his 
skull Eind nearly lost an ear. 

‘It's a terrible shock each time he's had an accident' 
and actually a lot worse than what has happened 
to him recently.' 

Did she disapprove of him going back to racing in 
his mid 5Qs?‘Ittookineabttby surprise. Wehadbt 
talked aboutlt. Butin &ctl thoughtltwasa tremen- 
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WATEST JOCKEY...LESTER PIGGOTT...Am TELLS THE STORY OF AN\ 
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douslv good idea I m not actually nervous when he 
ndes. which he can do as many as ten limes a day 
but if I hear there's been a fall even if Lester s not 
riding then I feel shaken to the t ore 
I ie s enjoying riding again immensely and I think 
he s riding eveiy bit as well It helped that the few 
at cidents he d had In the 80s that were troubling 
him had settled down in the y< ars he didn t ride 
and his weight hadn t int r< ased He t ertainly got 
off to a marvellous start with his win at C hejistow 
on Nk holas a horse I trained 1 had a pit ture paint 
ed afterwards 

Did he go b»K k to rat mg for the mone)^'? Seaming 
money wasn i a c onsideratlon she said firmly 
Despite Leste r s personal fortune he has a reputa 
lion for hoartling and extreme meanness Is money 
Important to her? 

I ni not money orientated at all We have never 
lived extravagantly 1 1 an t stand waste of any sort 
That was instilled into me by mv father 
Fifty two year old Susan is small but built on a 
stui dy frame She has an attrat live fat e with 
strong features and sad eyes She has needed her 
strength not only to cope with Lester s Impnson 
ment but to fight to regain her health after a near 
fatal fall from a horse while he was away 
‘I was exert ising a racehorse and as we cantered 
up to the top of the hill 1 remember thinking, 1 m 




not going to be able to pull up to a safe trot 

I decided to turn left and that's all 1 know I think 
he lost his legs and crashed down on me Luckily 
my safety helmet had no dents in IL otherwise I 
would have died As it was I had three iractures of 
the skull, broke all the ribs down the left side, 
broke my collarbone, damaged my shoulder and 
other bits and pieces Ehieryone had fearful worries 
about me lying in a heap I wasn't actually m a 
coma but my ^es stayed closed 1 was on a ventila¬ 
tor so I couldn't speak, but I could hear what people 
were saylngall the time It happened on August 19. 
1988and I don't think I actually opened my eyes 
until September 2 Then, when they moved me 
from intensive care into a side ward. 1 did nothing 
butexy my eyes out for a weekend demand to be 
sent home' 

She has made a marvellous recoveiy but there 
have been some lasting effects 'Oneofthemlsthat 
I am now a shade forgetful unless it tk something 
tied up with horses. Another is that I sometimes 
find it hard to put things into words 1 also get more 
tired and now catnap anywhere.' 

She began ridtiig again four months later *wlth'. 
she si^. 'just as much ccmfldence and enjoyment 
as 1 have always done'. She is also workii^ jnst as 
hard TmupatS.lSam Iftndearfyrnornmgsveiy 
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much easier than late nights. 

‘Even when lister held the licence (trainers can 
not operate without one; Susan was ^ven a tempo¬ 
rary licence w(;ien Lester was in prison and later 
granted a full licence in her own right) I was the one 
who did the day-to-day running of the yard. Lester, 
however, still does a lot ol the assessment of the 
horses.’ 

Now that nowadays there is that much to assess. 
Her five-star training stables in Newmarket, which 
were built in the early 70s to take 90 horses and at 
one time coped with 125. had. when I visited, a 
mere 30 occupants. 

Yi^AS itjust the recession or is she being shunn- 
¥ W ed by some of thfc racing fraternity after his 
imprisonment? *I think It’s the recession, plus the 
reduction in prize money, plus the increased cost 
in keeping horses.’ She paused. ‘When Lester had 
his problems, we had great support from our 
friends and nobody took any horses aAvay.’ Susan 
never once mentioned the word prison, using 
instead euphemisms like ’his diinculUes’. ’his pro¬ 
blems' or “when he was away'. 

There is. however, no question of her giving up. 
Tmlucl^ to do something I love. R’sagoodand 
Satisfying life working wl& animals. The enigma of 


horse-racing and what makes it so fascinating is 
that although some years nothing goes right, 
tomorrow we could hit the Jackpot. Whether j’ou 
are owner, trainer or Jockey you never know when 
your turn is going to come.' 

At 17 she ’got together’ with Lester and they mar¬ 
ried when she was 20 and he 24. *We married in 
February—during the oil-season—and had our 
honeymoon in the South of France where there 
wa.s horse-racing. We couldn't get too far away 
Irom horses. Lester was already enonnously suc¬ 
cessful and In the first year of our marriage won the 
Derby.' 

Slie had her first daughter Maureen, “who takes 
after !-ester'. when she was 21. and ‘fracy. “who 
takes after me’, at 24. ‘I was just .is unprepared for 
beinga mother.' she adds 

After her second child she gave i ip racing hor¬ 
ses herself. 'I went back 
to it In 75 but broke my 
pelvis.' 

Instead she developed 
a bloodstocK agency to 
buy and sell horses. *1 
sometimes went to the 
sales with a pushchair 
and whenever Le.sler and 
1 travelled tolar-flung 
places I would sell a 
horse or two. I enjoyed It.' 

Neither of them fore¬ 
saw how long and succes¬ 
sful Lester’s career 
would be and they began 
to plan for the future. 'We 
thought that he would 
train even 

tually and started organising this place as early as 
1970.' 'nielr pnorities were veiy clear. The stables 
went up first and then in 1975 we built the house.’ 

Is she homely? ‘I like the house but I’m not one ol 
those who decorate every three years.' Despite a 
bwimmmg pool in the gai den it’s a modest house 
with lour liedrooms The sitting-room Is furnished 
simply in rather drab colours, perhaps not to dis¬ 
tract the eye from the main source of interest which 
Is lu)rse.s. The.sc can be seen In every shape, size 
and material on every surface. 

Tliey do not go out much. 'Neither of us is 
extroverted. Lester has always been thought of as 
taciturn and undemonstrative. But he also has a 
marvellous sense of humour. I take it all as part of 
the package. It’s been a fact of my life with him for 
the last 32 years.’ 

How does she see the next few years? 'I take each 
day as it comes. I’m inclined to look back rather 
than forward and believe you shape the future 
from learning about the past.’ 

Wliat has she learned about the past? 'I believe 
that out of the veiy worst things goo<l things come, 
even If it Is learning how to prevent it happening 
again. I’m a fatalist. I wouldn’t have had any part of 
my life any other way.’ • 


'I beHeve that out 
of the very worst 
things gow 
things come/ 
even ifit is learn¬ 
ing how to prev¬ 
ent it happtming 
again* Tm a 
fatalist. 1 would¬ 
n't have had any 
part of my life 
any other 
way'////Susan 
Piggott 
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WILANDER'SOPEX 

MARRIAGE' 


Behind closed doors 


dnfy thing that's legal; the others are classified 
under the topic of‘open marriage.’ 

Or at l»at that’s what Swedish teniiis ace 
. (Idstdiy, htsto]y)MatsYnianderrecen%told 
^..iheSa^lsh nea^pSper fi:iqpres8ea.V^libider 
told Uiemthathe todtakeh vacations with 
. voneten odior than his wife. Stmya* He also said 
. thetooofthemymrenotthto^^ 

: au^.dustaniai%‘i^amntanlag&' V 
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WE'RE NOT 
SUPPOSED TO! 


OttrfttmanlMyhut 

socmlimf^anotiier ,, . .. 

one. G'cahy was madfe^theli^oiaty mcaxd^ 
It^dongcotmselii^of the Worid HcpdhgCcRtifK^I 


bosthtthouts brmeU.S.S.R (remembertt^. 
Ubse^ilaimmi,' tiiefWTO President, had this to 
say afacnitGod^hev: "MUthail Cftvhachev wffl 
Idw^ys he known as the man who itoced 
jRU8hia,theSov^oouhtrliesandEast^ ' 
Ihttopew the map ofptofSeaslQiial boidbr^ 

”. hoifhtngslilto’,! 
jpereaftoUmaiid^cjii^tosttoo/B^afitocai^ 
abotitaU that iK^ 
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A SPOT or P.OTIIAM 



Qpingtopoi . 

, . ■'‘l.'S.v 

' 1 - * ’ •* 

T hough IANBcmiAMdidiwtieMWM^ 1 - 
the England ^mlo New 
Zealand--K«urteiVthe|»urtcmihnehe 
was acting in-4he English team, however, had 
the mordflcatlon of seeing his name sp^h^<l^ 
the front pages of the tablidds on the day of diw-yi 
departure. . . . . 

Once a^ln, Botham Is belr^ Unted with 
dhjgs and whether the charges stick cfT not. ^ , 

story could ncrt have been more Ill timed. It 'was 
inNew^ealandin 1983when the first Botlura . 

drtusstoiips were teakfsd out; and ihl9 Is Ws first 
return to the country which has always treated. ., 
hlmwlthsus'pKrtonratherthan Idolatry. 

Apackage of cannabis was found in the 
bedroom of the hoirae where Bothmn was 
staying while canylngout his acting 
formalities. When questteied about It, he . 

snapped: "Somewie has been feedlngyou aUne...j 
Ikrrownothlngaboutltandlhavenothlngtos^.' 
on the subJect.'That’s Botham foryou. 


ian Botham: familiar smaH of hdrug acMdaf 



MlteiysM. Oneofthepi^lo^dtitftbs, 
hMndi:ed8][whoai!axited 
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^ W" AMB S great 
V ■ mistake is to 
■ *try and fetch 
JHi^f'the oiT-ball 
to leg.’ declared the Old 
Stager. ‘Does it 
continuously. That's 
why ’e'll nlver make it.' 

England’s most loyal 
supporter was 
ensconced on a Ijcncli 
overlooking the green at 
Flitworthingham, 
whither the side had 
assembled for its 
midweek match. As wa.s 
his custom, he was 
distributing knowledge 
and advice with his 
typical generosity. 

‘Leg is leg and oif is off. 
lads. Niver confuse the 
two’. 

‘But it seems natural 
to pull some balls on the 
off to leg’, ventured the 
Computer Programmer. 
‘If you’ve got the time, of 
course,’ he added 
hurriedly, as a frown 
deepened the creases of 
the wrinkled face. 

‘Yer might do It ifyer 
was Andy Sandham and 
yer had 150 to yer name 
and the match was 
virtually in Surrey’s 
pocket. Then yer might 
do it. But yer not Andy 
Sandham, are yer?’ 

'fhe Computer 
Programmfer conceded 
his dcilciency in this 
respect. 

‘Wellthenl’ 
admonished the Old 
Stager in a vindicated 
tone. He surveyed his 
audience. ‘How many of 
yerlversawJoe 
HardstaflV’ 

‘Senior or Junior?’ 
enquired the 
Accountant, who knew a 


thing or two about past 
cricketers. But the Old 
Stager was not prepared 
to countenance 
cross-examination. 

‘Now. Joc^ild 
something wiy wise. Not 
a Surrey|an^, but by 
gliwd. bat. And ‘e 



said: "If it’s leg. ‘it it to leg: 
if it’s olT, ‘It it to off; and if 
it‘s middle stump, 
choose for thasen."’. 

‘Well, the advice did all 
right for him. 1 believe,’ 
said the Captain.’...or for 
them, both of them.’ 

‘Yer right, lad’, said the 
Old Stager.'mollified by 
agreement. ‘Not that 
they iver played together 
that I knows of. Not like 
George Gunn and ‘is 
son—^now they played ip 
the same side’. 

‘Were there any other 


examples ot lather and 
son playing together?‘ 
enquired the 
Accountant. 

'Not that I knows of. 
boy’, responded the Old 
Stager thoughtfully, 
leaning his chin on his 
stick, ‘though there was 
the case ofV.Y. 
Richardson, the 
Australian Te.st player, 
who could of played with 
‘is grandsons, the 
Chappells, except that ‘e 
was far too old'. 

T'hat’s the trouble with 



grandfathers—they 
often are.' observed the 
Van Boy. whose 
Ilmbering-up exercises 
concluded with an 
Imaginary beamer to the 
Old Stager’s head. 

Then there was the 
Graces,' continued the 
Old Stager almoqjL 
dreamily. ‘Fathers and 
sons and brothers all 
over the place. Not 
Surrey men, of course, 
but by gawd, they 
couldn’t ‘alf bat and 
bowl. They ‘ad a mother 
as well.’ 

‘What did shedo—knit 
them their battin’ 
gloves?’ quipped the Van 
Boy, but he might as well 
have been addressing 
the desert air. Tlie Old 
Stager was lost in reverie. 

'Did you ever see WG. 
sir?’ enquired the 
Accountant with awe in 
his voice. The Old Stager 
slowly swivelled his head 
on his stick to face the 
Accountant, while he 
thought ofan 
appropriate answer. 

‘I nlver seen 'im 
exactly... as it were 
...precisely... hlsself,’ he 
admitted, in a matter 
which suggested that It 
had been a damn 
close-run thing.‘‘on 
account 'e stopped 
playing reglarjust when 
I was bom. But I do 
remember ‘Is funeral.’ He 
blew his nose vidth his 
fingers as a mark of his 
emotional remembrance 
of, and respect for. the 
event. 

‘Well, chaps,’ said the 
Captain, rising 
purposefully, ‘1 think 
th^’re ready to start. 
While we’re batting, let’s 
rememb^ that oft Is off 
and leg. .isn’t. Thanks. 
Charlie. Off you go, bc^s. 
A pint for anyone who 
scores a twenty.’ 
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Let THE 

BLOOM REMAIN.. 
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SHADY INCOML 

Akshak^ 


Retirement may seem like a very 
unsure time, especially financially. 
Akshaya Pension Yojqna assures you 
of a good, steady income, month 
ofter month. 

By depositing Rs. 100 or in multiples 
thereof, every month for a period of 
5 to 10 years — you get an attractive 
pension, every month for the rest of 



your life. You could use it as an 
additional Income for your children's 
education or other expenses. 

What's more, your principal amount 
remains Intact. So don't let retirement 
unnerve you. Check out details on 
Akshaya Pension Yojana, from any * 
of our branches. 
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In Tune 'Notes'.... 



Once (yain LIC dedares tii^fter Bonus 


This year too, LiC's with-profit policyholders 
get a higher bonus.The longer your policies are 
inforce higher the bonus returns. Final (Addl.) Bonus for 
Jeevan Ohara & Jeevan Akshay policies also declared. 



BonusperRs. 1,000of Sum Assured 
(payable only on maturity or death) 


n 

Endowment Iwith- 
profit) policies in 
force as on 31 391 

Policies with date 
of commencement 
before 1 4 65 

between 1.4.65 
&31.3.70 

OnorMter 

1.4.70 

Rs 72 00 

Rs. 70.00 

Rs. 67.00 

Whole life policies 
(with profit) in force 
as on 31 391 

Rs 89 00 

Rs. 87.00 

Rs. 84.00 


Cife Jnsumnce Corporation of Jndia 





A fter Barcelona, all 

countrlaa will have tha right 
to parade with a flag In ttie 
Olympica, but many will not have 
the right to compete. It’atheend 
of Olympic tourlam. 

IOC President. JUAN ANTONIO 
SAMARANCH on raising the 
qualifying standards for the future 
Olympic Games. 
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E VERYTHING‘phoren’ls 
good while the same' thing 
Indian la not These are the same 
guys who will criticise a slow 
Shaatrl Innings but will say what 
. a team effort it was if Geoff Marsh 
or Mark Taylor scored even more 
slowly; 

SUNIL GAVASKAR hits out at 
. the Indian psychology that foreign 
commentators are much better 
than their Indian counterparts. 
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The Aussie brains trust 
wsnted a team that would 
blend together well. They 
got It 


f f ^ 


f^M^HEYHElikca 
■ cold 

I expressionless 

JHb army marching 
on a winter morning. 
Tense. Concerned. But 
aware of where they are 
headed. Perhaps oniy 
the English manage to 
bottle themselves so 
well. But not with quite 
the same efficiency. 

We're talking about 
the Australian one-day 
side. 

They're like 

programmed assassins, 
these Aussles. Ruthless. 


AUSSIE 

I Calculating. Disciplined. I 
And almost all of them 
have the look of the 
Jackal on them. Just 
watch them at wmrk and 
imagine what good 
cigarette models they’d 
make. The archetypal 



Calculating. Disciplined. 
And almost all of them 
have the look of the 
Jackal on them. Just 
watch them at arark and 
imagine what good 
cigarette models they’d 
make. The archetypal 
strong, silent type. 

% contrast, the 
Indians and Pakistanis, 
with their exuberance 
and individual brilliance 
seem like excited kids at 
a picnic. Thqr’re 
wide-eyed, th^’re 
expressive and 
irrespective of which way 
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a match is going, there is 
a Joie-de-vivre about 
them. 

__ Just Imagine you were 
reading newspaper 
reports, or listening to a 
radio commentary. And 
on the basis of what you 
had read, or heard, were 
asked to draw portraits 
of the Aussies. Boon? 
Marsh? The Waughs? 
McDermott? It would be 
a nightmare 
Only two people seem 
to stand out, to have an 
individuality about 
them Dean Jones And 
Merv Hughes Both great 
fighters, but both 
capable of dissolving 
tense moments with a 
touch of 

lightheartedness fioth, 
ironical as the usage 
must seem, arc Victorian* 
There are many who 
believe Hughes and 
Jones play to the gallery 
But to do that 
sue cessfully is what 
stardom is all about, 
isn’t It? 
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a nourish that takes him 
ten yards further. When 
lie is chasing a baii. he 
Impersonates a 
bloodhound. When he’s 
throwing, it's like aiming 
through telescopic 
sights. 

The crow(i loves it. And 
when "Deano" is in the 
act, Ihe heaviness goes 
out of the game. Never 
the intensity. 

Ditto with Merv 
Hughes. Only, he’s a bit 
more of a clown than 
Jones is. He’ll fire two 
quick ones at you. then 
bowl a leg break. I le’ll 
stare at you like you’ve 
stolen his girl one 
iiiimite, and dissolve 
into laughter the next. 
Apart from Curtly 
Ainbro.se. he’s got 
probably the most 
telegenic face in the 
game. But Hughes would 


have been a star with TV 
t(x). For he has the aura, 
the presence, to have a 
stadium full of people 
moving to his rhythm. 

Jones and Hughes. 
Hughes and Jones. In 
this Australian team, 
like clowns in a 
boardroom. 

But what oi the rest? 
'lYy and give David Boon 
an expression! Or Mark 
Taylor. OrGeoll Marsh. 
Or Sieve Waugh. Or Ian 
Healy. Or Mike Whitney. 
Under their helmets, 
there is so little life to 
them. We complain that 
the helmets have taken a 
lot of character out of the 
game. It’.s especially true 
of the Aussles. 

Allan Border said a 
couple of weeks ago that 
when the Australian side 
was being rebuilt a few 
yean? ago. they looked as 


There are many 
who believe 
Hughes and 
Jones play to the 
gallery. But to do 
that successfully 
is what stardom 
is all about 


much at a player’s 
character, his psyche, as 
at his playing ability. 
They were looking at 
painting a comiilete 
picture, not a collection 
ofjigsaw piec’es. At 
someone who would 
merge into a side rather 


than stick out. Like Tim 
Zoehrer did. Or Greg 
Matthews did. And 
under Sgt. MaJ. 

Simpson, they have been 
drilled into a crack 
commando squad. 

Come to think of It, 
have you cver^ecn a 
commando double up in 
laughter? Or wink at 
somebody when no one 
is watching'? 

One can almost 
imagtne. from the way 
they go about it, that the 
blueprint for the assault 
on the World Cup Is 
ready. Bound in grey and 
kept in a steel cabinet. 
And codenamed lYoJect 
Turflehawk. Or 
Operation f^thon 923. 
Or something equally 
secretive! Almost 
certainly Allan Bonier 
would have compiled a 
dossier on each team. If 
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Th« crowd can’t gat 
anough of ‘Daano’ Jonaa 



not bound in grey, 
certainly tucked away in 
that ocean of grey matter 
Inside him. 

it's typical of the man. 
And his side. Histoiy will 
remember this 
Australian one-day team 
as a superb lighting unit, 
unmatched in the art of 
scientiflc combat. One of 
the best the game has 
seen when it comes to 
tactical finesse. 

The Australians aren’t 
great entertainers. But 
then, over a longer time 
frame, the world 
applauds a winner 
rather than an 
entertainer. And that's 
what they are: winners, 
this cold expressionless, 
efficient Aussie army. 
Haralia Hiocto, MalboiinM 






















style is concerned, the 
fact that he manaf{ed to 
spend more than three 
hours at the crease over 
Uiat weekend in 
Brisbane after 
mustering a mere 64 
runs in his last eight one 
day innings', .speaks for 
Itself. 

Just as it seemed that 
the confidence of the 
'new-look West Indian . 
team lay in ruins along 
with the skipper's own 
batting form. 

Richardson showed that 
he as the leader was 
willing to take up the 
challenge and resurrect 
his dying team. 
Suddenly the ,Wlndles 
were running hot. 

After having managed 
a lone point in their first 


MATES! 

Andy O’Brien gets his first taste of the hectic surge in cricketing form that 
the World Series competition evokes... 

lasted four days. I,he five matches, they as the best Australian warning were told that 

West Indies took the collected five more fielding side in the the team for die finals 

tournament by the scruff between January 9-12 history oflhe game: a would bechoseh dn the 

ofthe neck and turned it converting the well knit balanced side. basis of forih. The' 

inside out like a hungry tournament's last league And t^en out of the blue players expected that the 
lion would do to its prey. match at the MCG Into a ther6 was talk of the selector^ would be 

And there wad ho doubt de-facto semi final. Aussjlc problem being critical oftheif recent 

that Richardson and his • After their batting fell thflppk of individual performances. I^rhaps 

men were hungry...for apart yet again giving Ihe bri^ipnee and how they as an indication the 

success. Richardson’s Wlndle their first win in should raise their legendcry Dean Jiiies 

two half centuries over . the tournament. India sthnMard'man by man’. was dropped for that 

those four days must have hoped4hal Suddenly the individual Sydney match, 

epitomised the despair the hosts would do them tal^t available to the "We need to get more 

and desperate hope of a favour by further Indf^ns'and the West commonsensc Into our 

his team. In both innings Isolating the Caribbean Indians was supposedly batting." said Simpson. 

he played not with' ' team the following day. narrowing the gap "Basically we have gone 

authority or his But the only favour against the superior away a little from our 

consummate fluency. Border's men did was to teamwork of the hosts. game plan. I think there 

but ydth mere send their cricket Even though manager, is a lack of mental 

determination. In spite' auftiorltles laughing all Bob Simpson claimed‘it , urgency about our game 

ofthe limitations of thbse the way to the bank. as not a time to panic.'it at the moment. We have 

innings, at least adiere , Following the fright was obvious that the built eur game around 



from India in the Sydney alarm bells were ringing 

Test. Australia it must be I he Aussie dressing 
said were in a furrow. If room. ITior to their )ast 

not proper though. gameagainst Indiaat 

Suad^ly India and the Sydney, the Australian 
West Indies were cricketers looked 

Impro^ng and the i hemselvrs away to 

Aussies were not looking analyse their loss of 

all that unbeatable. form. Each player was 

Only a week before asked for his opinion on 

thqr were being debated (he matter and as the 


O NE day cricket 
in Australia 
has it all. If the 
triangular 
contest this summer 
didn't have all the 
ingredients, at least for 
the fli^t part of the 
tournament, the West 
Indies added the mi.ssing 
spice tc) set up an almost 
unbelievable climax. 
Unbelievable to the point 
of it seeming too good to 
l)e true. Unbelievable to 
(he extent that there 
were some who even 
doubted the genuinity of 
the results. 

Any such thoughts 
would not only Ijc 
ridiculous hut would 
also deprive Richardson 
and his team of their due. 
In a series of events that 






ii t would believe that 
0l intensity 

Simpson told his teal 

Dean done", was 

taiutht a lesson 
ihetwelvthmanloith^^^ 

l^ame against Int 

, wasdoneloprovetohim 

andtheothiipl^veis 

1 th.it no one was 

indisiwns.iljU 

,K,'„,UlCuptoMl«» 

hardtoioncentrateon 
I anything else 

Butthtseleaors 

stralghunedthat^^^^^j^^ 
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rr?;-"” 

St Iheymadean 

example? 

iheuanithatno^e^ 

liU unit ss he performs 

And the response was 

1 exattly what they 

lanudtoachieve Ihe 

nuvtrs responded witl 


111 nonsinse aui.“— 

IJnlortunatelywhon 

velwikattheln^an 

ipani It is the opposite 1 

i’Slano WithioHually 

noeompetitionfora 

Jlacelntheteam nios 1 

players ait automatle I 

choices this.ihseneeot 
I onipetitum for a plm e in 
the side and the kind of 

positive pressure It^ts 

waplayertoFifom 

jSBSrMaSgr 

Shown the whip after 
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Richie Richardson: took 
It upon himself to 
re|uvenate the team 


If In^ia had indeed 
gohe into the last game 
against Australia not 
giving it much 
importance, 
concentrating against 
the virtual semi-flnai 
against West indies then 
it was a very wrong 
attitude. Winning is a 
habit Just as losing is a 
contagious virus. 

If India were hoping for 
some insurance in case 
their last game against 
the West Indies were 
washed out. then they 
were unfortunate to 
come up against an 
Australian team that 
was determined to 
return io form It has 
accepted as normal 
during recentyears. 
which has made it the 
most successful team in 
international cricket 
today. 

Far from gaining any 
confidence or a bufler , 
against the Melbourne 
weather, the morale of 
the Indian team took 
another drubbing in the 
dirt. Skipper 
Azharuddln described it 
as the 'same old problem' 
of not getting too many 

runs. But more than the 
runs the problem 
resulting from the defeat 
was a mental one. After a 
a humiliating start to the 
tour. Iqdia began looking 
like dangerous 
opposition. But with the * 
West Indies being 
allowed to gain 
confidence and the 
AustralJ^s revitalising 
themselrcs, India trailed 
in spirit and in points. 

Whatever the final 
outcome of the 
tournament, there is no 
denying that the Indian 
performance has been 






veiy much a roller 
coaster ride. And like in a 
roller coaster the ups 




give you a feeling of 
elevation and the downs 
make you sick. Maybe we 


can find solace in the fact 
that the reversal of 
fortunes—the three 
teams made the World 
Series Competition 
exactly that—a 
competition—alller a 
one-sided bc'ginning. 
And In every competition 
there are winners and 
losers. With the winner 
taking it all and the loser 
standing small.# 
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SPOTLIGHT 


H e says he has lost 
weight, but his 
biceps look as 
strong as ever. His 
eyes have an 
intensity to them 
but they are looking nowhere. His 
step has a swagger too but it’s not 
out ofrockine.ss. There's 
ronfldetjce talking there. And then 
there is his Walkman. Tendulkar 
and the Stmy. They have long 
heart-to-heart chats, plugged as 
they are perennially Into each 


















Tendulkar shakes the hand that 
used to rule Au8tralia...fornier PM 
Bob Hawke’s 

other. 

Tendulkar flaunts his Walkman 
like a naming picture of youth. It’s 
also his shield from the rest of the 
world, keeping his cars all to 
himself. And its melody keeps his 
eyes shut. There is no place there 
for the o«'ca.sional nonsense that 
newsprini allows Itself to be coated 
with. And none foriherumours 
that fly thicker than the fog 
sometimes. 

However, the Walkman Is only 
his second love: the occasional 
mistress, however blasphemous 
that may sound fora 
straightforward young man. 

His religion is cricket and like 
those initiated into the Faith, he 
thinks of nothing else. 

From the time he was 14. 
Tendulkar has displayed his talent 
like a badge. It’s his entry ticket to 
the cricket grounds of the world. 
He’s seen so many of them now. 

And each time he’s left one. he’s 











risen an inch In stature. 

But In Australia this year, he has 
grown a couple of feet. It's been a 
dismal (our at times, disappointing 
at best. But to watch this young 
man grow visibly, day by day. ha*! 
given more pleasure than all the 
sorrow in the world. 

Of all the qualities of genius, and 
Tendulkar has many of them, none 
is more powerful than humility. To 
err. to realise it and then to build on 
it. Tendulkar had done it twice on 
this tour and can there be a more 


fuinihng sight in this fascinating 
art oi batsmanship? 

The first time was early in the 
tour. Tendulkar was looking good 
but was getting out pla 3 ring shots. 
Pretty little cameos, but they don’t 
build legends. Tendulkar turned to 
Gavaskar. There seems to be a 
bond between them that the world 
will never understand. I haven't 
either. And sure as ever, like he had 
during his playing days. Gavaskar 
had the solution. 'You are playing 
too early." he said. "Because the 
bowling is quicker, you are 
reacting faster. Wait for it to come 
and then play your shots," That 
vtras enou^ forTendulkar. Soon 
the ball was flowing off the middle 
and that characteristic punched 
cover drive off the back foot was 
denting the advertising billboards 
again. "The moment I started 
watting for the ball to come, it 
stopped fl 3 rtng off the edges," he 
says. He got 57 at Hobart, 48 and 
21 at Adelaide and 34 at Canberra. 
All one-day ^mes. remember. 

But the turning polnfwas still to 


'come. At Melbourne, he got a 
beauty from Reid in the first 
innings but it was an Incident in 
the second that transformed him. 
Tendulkar and Vengsarkar were 
battling to save a lost Test match. 
They had put on 62 In two hours 
and Tendulkar hadn't done a t hing 
wrong. Then he charged at Peter 
Taylor and Border took an 
incredible catch. In the record 
books he was out for 40. but the 
dismissal had left a scar in his 
mind. That evening the young man 


was beyond solace. His Bombay 
school oi batting had taught him 
that a wicket has to be earned 
through the sweat on the brow. 
Here he had giftwrapped It for the 
bowlers. 

At Sydney, the dlflcrence was 
there for the world to see. He was 
still as elegant and attractive as 
ever but his wicket was in a fortress 
and the key was lost. His Innings of 
148 not out was one of the most 
charming you will see and ft 
pushed Tendulkar into the big 
league of world cricket. The 
Australians, tough as nails and 
miserly in their praise, opened the 
gates of their hearts to him. 

Sachin Tendulkar had become a 
star in the toughest cricketing 
countiy in the world. 

He'll score many more hundreds 
but this one will stay with me 
forever simply because it was an 
example of cricketing intelligence. 
It was an exercise In problem 
solving and Tendulkar had got an 
A+. 

But to think that this daunting 


cricketing brain is only involved in 
the art of his batsmanship would 
be to do it .injustice. While 
Tendulkar the batsman has blazed 
new heights. Tendulkar the fielder 
has been simply unbelievable. He 
was always a good outfielder and 
last year In England took a skier 
that nobody present at Lords will 
ever forget. But there wag still 
something between him and total 
brilliance. That has been erased in 
Australia. 

It always pays to lie a bundle of 
enei^ and in the outfield 
Tendulkar has been everywhere. 
He has attacked every ball like a 
fire engine on a rescue mission and 
he has thrown like he wants to be 
an Olympic hammer thrower. On 
the longest oul fields In the world, 
his Uirows have been thudding 
Into the wicketkeeper like they 
have emerged from missile 
launchers; with just a hint of the 
parabola in them. And when they 
have come from three quarters of 
the way. the curve has been 
flattened completely. 

For an 18-year-old. he has the 
wnsts and shoulders of a 
weightlifter. And the mind of a 
veteran. 

"Initially, my shoulder would 
hurt from the throwing." he said 
But the solution was not to throw 
softer. It was to loosen the 
shoulders and strengthen them. "I 
found that 20 push-ups a day were 
just right. The throws kept going 
long and my pain disappeared," he 
sadd. 

And thereafter Tendulkar has 
charged at eveiything. It's one of 
the fkst principles of fielding 
because an early charge and flat 
throw plants a doubt in the 
batsman’s mind. "Quite often I 
found that the batsman were not 
going for the second even when It 
was possible." he says with a 
suggestion of a smile. The war was 
wont 

Sachin Tendulkar. Winning 
battles for India on (he ground. 
Winning wars for himself in t he 
mind. 

Harata tydnsy 


SACHIN TENDULKAR 
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CRICKET SNIPPETS 



■ow WSSItS'iBT & 
mu \I^S THE SCORE 

THE ftSHES ARE WHERE T 

WEEHEy roHE ynH 





Terry Alderman- now pleys 
for Western Australia 




Vinhere the 
hell is Terry 
Alderman? 


T HC hrro of Australian rncket a few summers 
ago stems to have vanished Irom the face of 
Aussie (ru kel Not quite! I le s still playing for 
Weslcin Australia but his omission from 
Australia s preliminary squad forthe ensuing 
World Cup probably lengthens the odds that he 
will never play lor his country again Australia too 
seems to be taking tips Irom the other teams like 
India and the West Indies and is looking towards 
youth Hem e the pi esence in the squad of Michael 
Behvan and Joe Scuden They may be trimmed 
from the Anal 14 but the nod from the selet tors is a 
nod for the future 

Geoff Lawson is to retire at the end of this season. 
David Hookes may too Aldermans absence from 
this summer s international proifpramme is 




another sign that a new era te upon Australian 
rncket 

In the English summ^ of 1989 it seemed as 
though Alderman wafm be the key to the 
.Aiiistrallan attack for many years to come At the 
pracflsekessions on )bat long Ashes tour he rarely 
bowled above I he gentlest of medium pac e 
Someone not In knowledge of the kind of swing he 
was I apable of would have thought him to be 
another batsman going through a lew overs at the 
nets 1 hat IS until they saw Alderman bat When 
Border using his captain s prerogative went off to 
play golf dunng the county matches Alderman too 
joined him He c ame to be known as TMO—Test 
Matches Orily In those lest matches of course, he 
destroyed England taking 41 wickets at 17 37 runs 
apiece 

If Aldet man s days as an international bowler 
at c indeed over then It Is a matter of some regret 
bet ausc he was the one who showed that fast 
bowling didn t necessarily mean mere speed and 
brute lorre In 1989 he humiliated the Poms by 
gently moving the ball from stump to stump So 
great was his sue cess dunng that tour that if it is 
the end ol Alderman s career then the epitaph 
should read England bowled Alderman O' Or 
maybe that other variation seen on the walls of 
England that summer Thatcher out Ibw 
Alderman 0 


Money should be-rehinded 


T he prospects of ram w^hingout India’s final 
match a^nst the West Indies at Melbourne 
provided Azharuddin a problem he could well have 
done without It also providetf a nfinor headache for 
the organisers Vfith erne ^une-4)etween Australia 
and the West Indlea-alni^ rained out there was 
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ANDY O BRIEN IN AUSTRALIA 
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Tony Qroig and ian Ctiappall, both witti Channal 
Nina nowtare no strangara. Hera aa rival skippera, 
they inapact the vandaliaad wicket at Headinglay 
during the 1975 Aahea aeriee 

pressure from the puhlir and the press for 
alternative arrangements for refunding of ticket 
money. 

The logic Is. one day cricket ts popular only 
because it guarantees a result at the end of the 
day's play, but when bad weather deprives the 
spectator of further action and eventually a 
result, then he Is being cheated 
There is a feeling that in these days ol 
computerised ticket sales and competition from so 
many other spectator sports, surely Australian 
cricket administrators can device a system 
whei eby spectators can be refunded if the weather 
deprives them of half of their entertainment. If you 
took your kid to a game it would set you back a cool 
60 Australian dollars. 

Throw III a few cold drinks and snacks the 
expenses go up to at least 75 dollars. For a few 
hours of truncated entertainment that is 
expensive indeed The prices at Australia's various 
sporting venues are ridiculously high That is 
insult enough to the paying spectator Not oflenng 
refunds adds Injury to this. With ticket sales done 
on computer and ticket agents taking their cut. 
there should be a way where spectators can hold 
on to their tickets for a 50 per cent refund. There is 
an opinon here that with the World Cup coming up. 
a few bonus points in the public relation stakes 
would not hurt the game. 










Tony Greig vs Bill Lavirrie 


I f you are watching Channel Nine's cncket 
coverage you can't help but notice the way some 
of the c ommentators needle each other. And the 
two biggest culprits in this are former England and 
Aussie captains Tony Oreig and Bill Lawrie. 

Greig agrees ’ Yes," he says, "This goes back a 
long way to when I was a youngster making my way 
through the ranks, and I kept reading about this 
bloke they called TTie Corpse With Pads'. I had the 
Impression this bloke was unbelievably bad in the 
way he played the game. IVe had a bit of fun with 
him about that.’ 

Greig. in fact, has always poked fun. even on 
television, at the size of Lawrle's nose. Rumour has 
it that Greig arrives at the various grounds early to 
hang up those banners which have a go at Lawnc's 
nose. 

'ITial's not true." admits Greig, "but I do call for 
them (the banners). We tiy to be lighthearted 
which means we sometimes get stuck into each 
other" 

And it seems Lawrie is a bit sensitive about his 
nose. "His defence is to turn around and get nght 
back to the cricket." Jokes Greig. • 
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EADERS’ 


QUESTIONS ^ < 


I Who was the 
• Russian girl 
who finished 
second to Nadia 
Comaneci in the 
overall competition 
in the 1976 
Olympics? 

2 What is 
• ‘Octapush’? 


3 Which famous 
• shooter won 
the Oscar in 1969 
for his role in 'True 
GrffV 


4 What are the 
• three different 
types of swords 
used in 
international 
fencing? 

5 What would a 
• karate expert 
do with a 
Makiwara? 

6 Which English 
• footballer was 
nicknamed The 
General* and later 
promoted to ‘Field 
Marshal'? 

7 What is the 
• name of the 
sport which has 
cross-country 
running with the 
aid of map and 
compass? 

8 Between 
• which 

countries was the 
first Davis Cup 
(1900) match held 
and where? 

9 What is 
• Brazilian 
footballer 

Garrlncha’s ' 

nickname? 


l.OlgaKortM ' ^ 

, •** 

' XJtrfinWoyM. 

4. Foll,£)«bf»Bh(iEp«e ' 

5. Hit it dpUelHt. IHs a padded boardwhich (s 

uded punching or kicking 

' atsdhniqim. • 

' 6.SirAKR^ey. 

7. Onenteenng. 

8. BrKain and US at Longwood Cricket Club, 
Boston. 

9. Little Bird. 

10. Thebells c^d St. Paul’s (^urch. 

11 . Ml Arrrin of Uganda 

12. Mrs. Charies Tuckey won the mixed 
doublea title in 1913 and her son Raymond 
Tuckey w^jo won the men's doubles in 
1936. 

13. Kmg Constantine of Greece 

14. Re^e and Lawrie Doherty.* 

15. Jade Dempsey 

TWQWZmSggNCOIIliPmDBY; 

•ANWftllAOUilY, 

e/Ollllt.C.BHADIIIIY» 

ASSAM POLLUTION CONTROL 


MBLACHARi 

IKO. ft DISr. SISSAQAR, 


All ansMKS sent in tty tho conkfeutor 


1 r\ What did 
X Vy • King Heniy 
VIII stake and lose, 
in a game of dice? 

1 1 Which 
X .ex-president 
held the heavyweight 
boxing title In his 
own country for 
nine years? 

1 Q Which is 
X ^ .the only 
mother and son 
combination to win 
Wimbledon titles? 

1 Q Which 
X O • European 
kingwonagold 
medal In yatching 
at the 1960 
Olympics? 


1 A Name the 
X ^. brothers 
who won 9 singles 
titles between them 
and 8 doublesiiNes 


1 C Two boxers 
X O. with the 
same Christian 
names and 
surnames won the 
world title in 


One won the World 
Ml4dleweight title 
in 1894 while the 
mherwonthe 
World Heavyweight 
UUe In 1919. Name 
them. 
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HARRISON DILLARD "oi^ bones' 

^gaEv Ewry Olyn^le jami bii ona anforiiHabla 
L ifor^ ia 1948 It vat Harrisoa Oiilird. 

} Dillard had eaa draam, le becoma an 
Olympia ipfintar. V/hen ha tried out for 
/ **^*** **'* ****®*l"**** l*«9bad 

/ Y *<*<1 Riekaamed him 

I / *®*"**"' looked at hit Frail 

1 / ^ tpriatt. 

(J) V J hi 3 L 4 i**pp#iatmenf, ho lot him try 

. _ I ; P out for tho bardlet. 

/ yi. 7 *Boaet" jrav ttroajer By tho tima he 
. I / \l J anrolled la Baldwin-IVallaea College, ho 

! 'J *** * * ^*'^**'’ 

j^ipp J n Sooo ho vat Ameriea't jreatatt hurdler 
<1 j vith 82 eoateeutiva vietorieil 

j p\ But, fata vat eraal. At tha Olympia tryoutt 
[J ' Dillard parfarmad mitarably la hit tpaeialty. 
PtSS ffi ' Fata did not daatroy him. Ha java hit all and 
HUi't' ^ baralymada tha taam at a SPRINTER! 

83,000 paapla vatched Amariaa't riea;d hraakinj hurdler turned 
iprintar. Old Bonet put an a tupar human affort ajaintt tha batt 
tprintart in tha vorid • he MfON tha fOO moter dath in Olympic 
raeord time. 

Dillard't draam eamo true, ha had hit Olympic jold modal - 
not at a hurdler bat a SPRINTER! 




LMBST tS-HOLC 
SeORCSIHSOlF 

Tha lovett teora avar raeerdad an aa t8-Hola par 70 ]«lf eaurfn 
vat a ttrekat. Tbit iaeradibla tcara vat aehiavad by tha Enjiith 
prafattional A. E SMITH, at tha Wfaelaeomha eaarta aa January I, 
1936! Tha Weolaeamba eaarta maaturad 4,248 yardt. 

. I_ 


Tventy I'x yaart later, August 
19,1962 Smith's teora vat 
matabedbyHOHERO BLANCAS 
of Hauttan, Taxatl Blancas alto 
learad SS strakei at tha 5,022 
(par 70] Pramir Golf Cauria in 
Longviev, Taxat. 


BedSpoit: 


hb Oltn 



"If they're trying to intimi¬ 
date ns, it's working." 


"No luck at the lake again?" 
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BY ANDY O BRIEN, 
MELBOURNE 


WORLD 

SERIES 

CRICKET 


i HEN Mohammed 
Azharuddin awoke to a 
dull Melbourne morning 
after certainly a restless 
night, his heart must 
have been in his mouth. 
For, when he looked out 
of his Hilton Hotel 
window across the street 
from the MCG. he saw 
the ground was wet and 
the rain still coming 
down. Switching on the 
television in his suite 
would have further 
discouraged him. 
courtesy the weather 
report—a cloudy day 
with a few showers. But 
then Melbourne with its 
erratic weather and 
India with its erratic 
cricket form, seem made 
for each other. 

If the forecast had 
come true, it would have, 
as the cliche goes, 
washed away India's 
hopes of entering the 
World Series Cricket 
final, allowing the 
Wlndles to go through 
Instead. That would have 





JT 000 


The entire nation breathes a sigh of relief as Azharuddin and his 
band of unpredictable men beat West Indies to make the final. But 
did they have to make it so nail-biting in the first place? 


been a pity—moreso 
disgraceful—conslderlng- 
that after a fine start 
which almost 
guaranteed them a spot 
in the finals, India had 
left It up to the very last 
match to make the grade. 

Azharuddin too was 
fulfy aware of this: 'We 
relaxed as if we were 
already in the finals, 


perhaps assuming that 
the Australians Would 
beat the West Indies and 
do the Job for us. But in 
the end vra had to go 
there and do the job 
ourselves." he said. He 
was also conscious, no 
doubt, of the kind of 
criticism thkt awaited 
him and his team had 
they not qualified the 


finals. 

The crushing defeats 
In the last two 
Internationals prior to 
that vlrCuad semi-final 
against theWest Indies, 
were rntMie the result of a 
lack of form, an 
Indifferent attitude ahd a 
dlstuihlng lacked* 
urgency than anjdhlng 
else. P^uretom^the 






4 Tendulkar Is fast getUng 

to be the Indian taam*a 
backbone. He and Kapil 
saw India safely through 

flnals would have surely 
dented the ego of the 
tean;! Just before the 
countdown to the World 
Cup began. 

But that was only half 
the problem. If defeated, 
the Indians would also 
be denied very necessary 
practice for the 
remaining two Tests. A 
veritable disaster for a 
team whose lack of form 
in general is like some 
incurable disease. 

With all this at the 
back of their minds, it 
was no surprise that 
while about 3000 Indian 
spectators waved the 
tricolour and celebrated 
the llve-wlcket win at the 
MCG. the Indian 
dressing room didn’t 
reflect the same 
euphoria. Aware that 
th^ shouldn't have been 
in the do-or-dle position 
in the first place, they 
were rather 

understandably relieved 
rather than oveijoyed. It 
hadn't been an 
exceptional 
performance, but 
instead and more 
impbrtantlya 
methodical and cflective 
one. Agood day at the 
office was exactly what 
India had required: and 
' manned. 

Having restricted the 
West Indies to 175 runs, 
theindian batting took 
off. Cruised for a while, 
momentarily spluttered 
but Cventuadly landed 
safe^ at Its destination. 

Though the West 
Indlqn total seemed an 
ea^.onetoget 
numerically, in reality it 
was Abvays going to Iw a 
tough chase, espiecially 

A RKMiMNit of alotloh for 

thbWipllndtaa...but 
auchfiwmanta warafew 


considering the pitch 
and the fickleness of the 
Indian batting. Azhar 
was all praise, and 
rightly so. lor the Indian 
bowlers, but perhaps he 
didn’t realise that 175 
was the highest score in 
a one dayer at the MCG 
this season. 

No wonder Sunil 
Gavaskar commented 
during the dinner break 
that India might have 
allowed the West Indies 











Azhar'« search for form 
eontinues...wili the finala 

be the turning point? 

20-25 runs to win At 
that Juncture it 
appeared a correct 
assessment But no 
assessment and no 
mathematics have ever 
impressed Krish 
Srikkanth Alter an 
extremely sedate stat t. 
he launched into the 
Windics attack In the 
way only he can And he 
did it his way At times, 
like a novic e waiter 
trying to balance more 
trays than he c ould 
handle His batting and 
body language at times 
c an be so comical that it 
is easy to fot^et that he is 
India s most successful 
one day batsman As 
they say finally its the 
runs that c ount, for no 
scorecard has the space 
to accommodate the 
nature of a batsman s 
manner 

On the other hand. 

Sac hln Tendulkar s 
talent overflows with so 
much power and grace 
that few will doubt his 
ability to overtake 
Srikkanth In the order of 
merit, befoie long 

Together they packed 
the West Indians off on a 
longjoumey back to the 
Caribbean and a public 
unused to failure from 
their cricketers in fact, 
skipper Richardson had 
used the unwelcome 
mat' strategy to motivate 
his team for the crucial 
game I've no mtentlon 
returning home as 
skipper of a team that 
failed to make the finals 
of the WSC , he told 
them It won't be 
a veiy pleasant reception 
if we go back home 
without qualifying for 
the final 

Bijit after his batsmen 
had crawled to a 
miserable 48-3 from 25 
overs the fims back 



Inetohtorai'^ki! 

ihoIMIkiOl. 

hMiastacoi* 

\ Acdpipin'i 



home must b^un 
stocking up on rotten 
tomatoes, for the team's 
homecoming The West 
Indiesloss c^d result 
in a vasHy dlfierent team 
that returns to take part 
in the World Cup next 
month ’It is a 
probability that the 
performance of this team 
would probably force 
changes because the 







youngsters, for whom 
this was to be a trip to 
gain experience, have 
not come up" pr^lcted 
veteran commentator 
Tony Cozier. 

If he Is correct, then 
the world could well have 
one more chance to see 
Vlv Richards, who wants 
to make the Cup his 
swansong In a 20-yedr 
career CcKder said that, 
with the likely return of 
veterans such as 
Richards. Logie and 
Dujon. the Windies 
would return as a suffer 
challenge for the World 
Cup 

Just as the West Indies 
would have learnt a few 
lessons from their 
deieats in Australia. 

India too should pick up 
a few of their own il they 
are to continue 
Improving for the 
remaining part of the 
tour Evenvlctones 
cannot hide the fact that 
the team has got alotof 
soul-searching to do 
The batUng is much too 
dependant on Tendulkar 
and the Oeldlng at Umes 
lacks a sense of urgency 

Apart fi om the four 
sUches on his foot. 
A/har—and mdeed the 
team—must be 
concerned about the 
skipper's own batUng 
form In eight one-day 
Innings till the first final, 
his highest score has 
been 31 A captain's lack 
of form can. and does, 
affect the entire team in 
many ways A 
performing captain is a 
confident captain A 
struggling captain is 
hesitant, insecure, 
frustrated and under 
tremendous pressure. 

With Shastrl. 
Manjrekar and Sldhu 
also struggling for form, 
the Indian batUng which 

Srlnoth !• provlno to be 
very ueafulto the Indian 

team 


Is so strong on paper is in 
reality quite brittle. 
Shastn Is managing to 
stay at the crease but 
needs runs to back mere 
time consumed. 
Manjrekar Is too classy a 
batsman to be kept down 
for long But Sldhu must 
be wondering if his 
rushed trip to Australia 
to rescue the strugfding 


Indian batting was worth 
all the hassle 

Since his amval and 
before being dropped for 
the game against the 
West Indies, Sldhu 
managed a mere two 
runs in three innings for 
the unflattering average 
of0.666 While he mlf^t 
thmk he has the devil on 
his side, there Is litUe 



doubt that Sldhu would 
have spent longer going 
through customs and 
ImmigraUon at Delhi 
Airport awaiUng his SOS 
plane than he was at the 
wicket till now 

Azharuddlnls 
painfully aware of the 
hurdles ahead Our 
major problem is that 
our batsmen haven't 
clicked so far on this 
tour.' he says, we have a 
couple of blokes getting 
runs but without the 
necessary support of the 
rest of the team 

Injury complaints also 
are not helping Rajuis 
nursing a bruised elbow 
and his efforts in recent 
matches have been a 
little disappointing 
More's hamstring might 
set him back somewhat 
and Baneijee's shoulder 
Injury laid him low for 
over two weeks Then 
there IS Vengsarkar who 
has not played since the 
Sydney Test and has 
bwn Idle far too long for 
his liking it could be a 
month in between 
innings when he takes 
guard at the Adelaide 
Test 

Hirwani. often 
criticised on this tour as 
being too slow and an 
awful fielder did a 
sensational job 
replacing Ra)u against 
the West Indies and that 
Is a positive sign Kapil's 
bowling still breeds fear 
and caption among 
batsmen and inspiration 
among the other Indian 
bowlers But if the 
underrated—yet 
performing—bowling 
receives the support of 
the overrated-^et 
non-performing-bal tin g. 
then the worried frown 
on Azharuddin s fac e 
might ease a bit and we 
could uncork the 
champagne aiter too 
many days of mixing the 
cordial • 









Interesting snippets from the world media that we normally don’t get to hear about 


B ats, shirts, 
sweaters 
perimeter 
ienringanr] 
even on the outfield 
tommen lal logos have 
attacked them all What 
next? Come next 
summer and the stumps 
used m English < i irkcl 
will join the 
endorsement bngade* 
Those jarred by the 
pictute of sponsored 
stumps In England s 
match at HanuUnn, New 
Ze.dand must brace 
themselves for 
something similar next 
summer although it was 
stressed at Ixird s that 
any logo or wording used 
on the slumps will not be 
as blatant as in New 
Zealand It will be clearly 
on view however lor the 
first time In the Test and 
one daycrswith 
Pakistan 

Trust the Kiwis to find 
a Icxiphole in the 
International Cnc ket 
Counc ii s (ICC) 
inaugural rules on 
advertising on players 
clothing and equipment 
drawn up in JiUy 1990 It 
made no mention ol 
slumps AsLt Col John 
Stephenson secretary 
ICC. said We laid down 
permissible 
measurements and 
colours for logos and 
other advertising in 
shirts, helmets, pads, 
shoes, gloves—you 
name it—but one 
overlooked the 
possibility of stump 
advertising Obviously, it 
is something we ought to 
discuss and I shall raise 
it next July 


SPORTING 


BLOW for le^biUty 
Lwas stmckin the 


I 


fUlh round ot the Foreign 
& Colonial Hastings 
Chess Tournament 
when two Grandmasters 
were sent back and told 
to make their 
sc oresheets readable 
Ale\ei Suetin and 
Julian Hodgson had 
both been desperately 
short of time during the 
final moves ot their game 
and the frantic sc i amble 
that followed was 
reflected in their tec ord 
of the game s moves 
Suetin’s score of the 
43 moiegame tailed off 
FIFA president, Joao 
Havelange, has cold feet 


nrTTTiijrr^tTT 11*1111 


United States hosting the 
soccer World Cup 














with notiitng recorded 
alter a scrawl at wove 30 . 
Hodgson had made an 
attempt to complete the 
moves, butwith so many 
mistakes, crossing-out 
and dver-writing that the 
result was. if anything, 
even less readable than 
Suetin’s. 

Raymond Keene, the 
arbiter, was startled 
when thescoresheets 
were presented to him. 
He oniered, in somewhat 
school teacher manner, 
both players to get the 
moves right before the 
result would be recorded. 


F allen SOCCER star 
Diego Maradona. 
w)io has said he plans to 
take up residence in the 
United States, may not 
And the welcome mat out. 

Maradona told a* 
Buenos Aires 

Maradona with hla wife and 
two daughters has plans to 
shift to Rorlda, but the 
Americans are not too 
keen to have them 


Newspaper, LaNaclon, 
that he was planning to 
move with his wife, 
Claudia, and daughters 
Dalma and Giannlna to 
Florida in about three 
months. But Duke 
Austin, spokesman for 
the U.S. immigration 
and Naturalisation 
service, sugge.sted that 
Washington would take 
a dim view of Maradona's 
plan if criminal charges 
were pending agalnkt 
him. 

‘You can't Just take up 
residence in the United 
States, you have to 
qualify for residency," 
Austin said. "Even if he 
purchases property it 
doesn't mean he can live 
here." He further added 
that State Department 
policy is to deny visa to 
pf;rson$ convicted for 
drugtrafilcklng. 


BYEU.8..HEU0 

ARGENTUM 


rrnE NEXT Soccer 
M. World Cup might not 
be held in the United 




John Barnes, Liverpool 
footballer, Is team captain 
of BBC's quiz show 

States after all. It could 
be held in Argentina, if 
rumours buzzing 
around the higher 
reaches of the football 
world are to be believed. 

It seems the sport's 
international governing 
body, FIFA, has 
suddenly noticed that 
the people ofthe United 
States do not give a damn 
about the game they call 
'sah-kerr'. The World 
Cup dtaw. held in New 
York last month, was 
remarkable for its lack of 
Americans. The city's 
mayor was not there: 
there was not even Henry 
Kissinger. In a recession, 
nobody is going to risk 
millions on a game that 
nobody wants to watch. 


According to the 
rumours, the FIFA 
president. Joao 
Havelange. has cold feet 
about the feasibility of 
the US hosting the World 
Cup and has been 
talking contingency 
plana with Sepp Blatter, 
the sccretaiy-^neml of 
the European Sports 
body, UEFA, Argentina, 
apparently, is the 
alternative. Needless to 
say, the Argentine 
Football Association Is 
delighted. 


TAILPIECE 


TOHN BARNES, the 
jp England and 
uverpool footballer, is to 
tage over from ian 
Botham as team captain 
on BBC's popular quiz, A 
Question of Sport. • 
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7. Rich.ird Hadlo(? 


11. Ginhain Gooch 


9 Rodney Marsh 









Too tough, was it’ Whatever the reason, the 
‘Who Ain I' quiz failed to generate the 
tumultuous rush of entnes that we’re 
accustomed to But that doesn't stop ut> from 
applauding the die-hard cncket enthusiasts 


you re not the lucky winner, better luck next time 


AU CORRECT, BUT UNLUCKY 

6 Ezetuel SdleemKhdn T J Malhiw Sh-inhii y-iqiw rwv Vb bhtkir 

ONE WRONG 

R PatlaOirdmdn ViiwyakPilkar SilwmAlniKl Si j tvM Hi|i buck; Disqup 
tu UtleiRao Mohdmta'sMtnon V Silhu unar K S Rtjn < ir i 

TWO WRONG 

SoumyarupKdhali Sujoy Das Stdesbn) Rswis Rirm^K 'fvik Dc(| H y 
Suprdhm ^rkar Q &tdh)r Nagebfi V^nu TitdlK^r Rin« Iwi ^nql f » 
Mohan 

THREE WRONG 

MotiswalaAsma UP AwiashR^jdn SanjayoinghDullir Di *■ nil UKil Niy'in 
Soyantar Raja Hoy Chowdhury Bilgii Hingi R Varid^ t|ii D B 
Carlton Isaaks K Rama Mohan Roddy RtryiDibgipii V Giir h Hivi 

K'tnt SnvaMdva Soumttra Chakrabony 


Jaqdish J Jadhav RaviKumirS Mayor Cl* ikr im inr Ri)rH«<tTwi Srnvt,* 
Nyopathy Subiatd (jhosh Kuntai Chakrihotty DuiC'^tTK KS brtAiar H Hi 
CK bubrarndniam AnriPrabhuK AvijlSkdir Ash'Dr>v Kn«-hnefKtu 6 inc qcc 
Md Majeeduilah TR Bhave Odutam Choudf ury Pnbil Guh^ ArpitiOhikn 
body HO «Jhinqrin RakeshKumarSinha SumtaMukhopidhyiy RC Ki fhun 
Hdngan Mano|KumarGarg OrMadhuknrBR buniyiniSailnr DonpakAligp 
Bharat Grovor Joydov Roy T^pasSihoo PS Bhatnigir Riv K^pnor Mntuj 
Mam SunIK UrChindraSnkharVimjdlabtlty AlulP ibhiiOHri^f AyinMiklcr 
(to AftdbAl^m ^tAwdtlHakfir Drbrai Sangu^Md KI ir krinPiw«Jv V Muru 
shottim Anil Prabhu K Pm^ki De PadniBib BJ Rijkun »r Sdugut t PiJrt 
ShbaPrasidRoy AbhikKumvBoso DappikGupIl OrYc jiraijC R Sr iivuv 
K Ajaykunv Sandp Kumar Roy Vinod H «p il flan in N o «yaP tka I ^ub 
hrangsuOdtla TanmoyDhar MnnmoyC^ar NimrjanR Sdil Kiu^kOum 
onShnvastavd N Mohan Oa« SaswatSiraf^i PrascnilBiMk Or bat r it n Thau 
dhun Shankar Ial Gulwani Piradh'i Banonen SunruJerVtln K Ullinharid 
Join SR Maiathy I Venkatariathan P’sntktPrashantJ 


1 2. Br uce Fi oncii 



1-) Mild. 


:l N. 












TURF VIEW 



L ast year, you 
had to be a 
'romantic* to 
believe that 

Ronianllc Danccrwoukl 
lo!>e the Calcutta Derby 
This year you would have 
had to be more than just 
a romantic to believe th,it 
his slater Romantic 
Memories would i ome 
out and win the Classic 
Call utta Dolby Slakes 
Ridden superbly by the 
diminutive Aslam Kader, 
Komaiittc Memories, 
who was li amed by 
vi'teian I iaskel David, 
should surc-iy lie looked 
upon as one of Haskel's 
^rc.itesl traminj'ieats. 

No one t ould have done a 
bet ter Job on this filly, 
and lor llaskel this must 
sui ely hav e lieen his 
ftrealest triumph yet. 

So. Romantic 
Memories became the 
sixth >cri*y since 1987 to 
win the Classic Calcutta 
DeihyStake's, and that 


ill itself must surely be 
something ofa record. It 
is almost like sajrlng that 
li you want to win a 
Derby in Calcutta, go 
and buy a grey. 

Speaking of records, 
however, there must 
have Ix-en many more 
that tumbled on that 
.second Sunday of 
January. To start with, 
Romaniic Memories 
emulated the 
achievements of her 
illustrious brother 
Romantic Dancer and 
they are probably the 


only brother-sister 
combination to have won 
the Calcutta Derby, or 
any Derby for that 
matter, in successive 
years. 

5»econdly, the colours 
that Romantic Meniones 
sported are the c'olours ol 
the Khaitan family. 

The same colours passed 
the winning post first in 
the Calcutta Derby in 
1990 and in 1991. So 
Romantic Memories had 
given her owners a 
hat-trick. And trainer 
Haskel David too basked 


In glory, having saddled 
all the three winners. 

1-ast but by no means 
the least. Romantic 
Memories became the 
first filly ol the roaring 
90’& to win the Classic 
Calcutta Derby Stakes. 

But If the 1992 Cla.s8ic 
Calcutta Derby Stakes 
was a race to remember 
lor the owners of 
Romantic Memories, It 
certainly was the one to 
forget for Mr and Mrs 
Sumlt Gupta and Mr and 
Mrs Amll Gupta^he 



Romantic Memories after th4 memorable victory: romantic heritage; (Top, right) speeding 
^ ^ past the winning post 








owners of the 
vanquished Sentoukl. 

For the second time 
these two sporting 
owners saw their Derby 
hope unfulfilled. Back in 
1080. San Francisco 
failed to deliver as a 
favourite and this time 
Sentoukl came so close 
but was yet so far. A field 
of two colts, three 
geldings and two fillies 
lined up to face the 
starter for the Derby, 
with Sentoukl the firm 
favouilte at 6 to 4 against. 

Own AblUty, who was 
runnlnginthe 
Ranu^wamy colours, 

' was theaecond favourite 
at 9 to 4. while Romantic 
Memories came in for a 
great deal of suppoitjust 
before the race and her 
odds were 4 to 1. With 2 


pacemakers In the race. 
Air Music and Royal 
Verse, one from the 
Romantic Memories 
camp and the other from 


the Ramaswamy camp. 

It was obvious that the 
pace was going to be 
exceedingly fast. Sure 
enough, as the gales 
clanged open Air Music 
stormed out and shot 
Into the lead. Sentoukl 
settled beautifully as did 
Romantic Memories and 
before they hit tlie first 
right-handed turn the 
pair were trailing secoi »d 
last and last. 

At about the halfway 
stage the picture, 
however, began to 
change. Flying Warrior 
wrested the initiative 
and led, followed In close 
attendance by Royal 
Verse. Own Ability. 
Fljdng Warrior. Sentoukl 
and Romantic 
Memories. But, the 
Warrior did not fly for 


long, and Air Music soon 
went off the air. He was 
grounded with 805 
metres left to nm and It 
was Silver Stwerelffli ^frho 
hit the front opening up a 
fair amount of daylight 
from the rest of the field. 

Own Ability and 
Sentoukl set out In 
chase, while Kader on 
Romantic Memories 
opted to sit and bide his 
time. 

At the top of the turn 
thing.s really began to 
happen. Paul Kddeiy 
who wa.s astride Silver 
Sovereign trleil to 
<*hange geai's. but found 
that his mount had only 
one left- reverse. Own 
Ability was In distress 
and she did not .seem to 
be going anywhere either. 

It was here that 
Connorton astride 
Sentoukl probably made 
the mistake which might 
have cost him the Derby. 

I le put Sentoukl into top 
gear while i legot latlng 
the bend and in t'aleutta 
that is the fastest way to 
commit suicide. 

As a result, he had to 
take the turn at lea.st two 
horses wide and he 
unbalanced Sentoukl to 
some extent as well. 
Kader on the other hand 
nursed Romantic 
Memories around the 
turn and got her going 
only after they 
straightened up. It made 
all the difference 
because after a brief 
battle down the straight. 
It was Kader and 
Romantic Memories who 
prevailed by half a length. 

Own Ability plodded 
on to take the third place, 
while Silver Sovereign 
held on to fourth spot. 
Not surprisingly, the 
racq was run In the 
mind-boggling time of2 
nits. 33.9 SCC.S which 
was Just 0.1 second off 
the course record. 

Cyras J.Ma<lan 
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MAGIC 

H I■ ^ ^ ^ »^■||^ H II»»—mmnMm m-/nv |I a i Bi i n w* u tinm n n ■M4N[» 

Amidst the crumbli ng edifice s of 
Indian hockey the outspoken Indian 
captain stands out.... 








Stood at the end of an 8-km-Iong 
queue walUngtoget Into Punjab. 
The smell ofbumingrubber 
permeated through'the early 
morning air. TruckersMiddled 
aroupd burning tyres, waiting for 
■ dawn to bring some respite from 
the cold. As well as open the 
border. The dusk-to-dawn curfew 
Is self-imposed because Punjab Is 
a State under the selge of fear. 

Weldome to PunJ^' the road 
sign read, but this Is a State vdiere 
strangers are no longer welcome. 
This is realily: people killed by 
terrorists arejastlitattstteal 
ligures, there Is no reaction. We 
goes on do the killings. 


J ERSEY No. 13. For the 
superstitious— 
unlucky. For the Indian 
hockey captain, 

Pargal Singh—a 
symbol of his 

non-conformist attitude. "I have 
never compromised for anything in 
my life so why should I be bothei^ 
about the superstitious beliefs 
associated with that number?" he 
queried. 

ft is an attitude that has brought 
him popularity with thp players. It 
has also had the opposite effect on 
the establishment. He has been 
accused of being outspoken and a 
tipuble'makerl^the< • - • ' - 


establishment. 

"People call me a lot of things." he 
said, "but whatever 1 have said has 
been relevant. I have done It for my 
sport and for the players. They 
deserve a better deal. How can you 
play If you are worried about your 
future and where your next meal is 
going to come from." 

In the eight ye^ that Paigat has 
been in the Indian team, he has 
been constanUy embroiled in 
controversy. After the Lahore 
World Cup In 1990 when the 
Players’ Association was foimed, 
Pargat was pnee again In the midst 
oClt al}.' Not being able to wield 
much cidut as the Cricketers’ 







AVIKLE& 



Assoaation, all the pi omises made 
by the Indian Hockey Federation 
werefonjotten AndPargat being 
the president of the association 
has had to fdce all the criticism 
because of this ^ 

Our demands were very 
genuine We wanted each player to 
get Rs 2.000 per first class match 
Then we wanted a shorter season 
We needed to spend time with our 
families, but that is not so at the 
moment We are playing the whole 
year round We demanded that if a 
player was called for the camp he 
shouldgetRs lOOperdayas 
pooketmoney Whenwegofor 
national toumamtots the 


conditions under which we live are 
inhuman So we asked for proper 
accommodation There was 
nothing wi ong with our demands 
The IHF even agreed to most of 
them but nothing has happened 
after that he said 



This breach of promise has upset 
Pargatand unable to disguise the 
anguish in his voice he said. The 
players are constantly 
complaining We made an 
agreement and if it is not met what 
can we do but carrv on fighting for 
thecause 

The only bright side of this 
messy affair is that during the 
Suijit Singh Memorial tournament 
last year whk his a Grade 1 
tournament the players were 
given Rs 75 per day and proper 
accommodation was provided by 
the organisers' he exclaimed 

Ihere are a lot ol people willing to 
sponsor events and Pargat c an t 
figure out why the IHF ha\ e nol 
made an attempt to get in lourh 
wjth these people His d(*diictlon 
IS You (an make money m hockey 
like in any other spin t 1 don t know 
why the IHF is not doing it lor 11 self 
as well as the players It seems that 
the IHF have lost their goodwill 
with their sponsors 

Obviously irritated with the IHF 
oillcials Pargat lashes out Hie 
IHF ofllc lals are basically 
adminlsti ators I lOw manv oft hem 
have played hot key to know about 
the problems'^ 

Returning from J,\l.mdh,ir^iitei 
Mun<)mcestru!,Utempi to meet 
Pmg,it Singh wcmestopperl40 
kmsoutHidethecltybVrinAnnv 
officer He orders us out of the i an 
OurlDsarecheikeu and alter 
Innumerable 

questions—interrupted teguLtrly 
by a voice ovei the walkie 
talkie~we are oidered to siav 
inside the vehicle A guard is \ 

posted to ensure ourcompliam e 
with the ordei 

Suddenly the night Is shatteied 
by the sound of gun lire It 
continues foi three hours I he 
brief interludes ol silence are silt ed 
through by search lights panning 
the foliage We are in the middle of a 
militaiy clean up operation 

I NDIAN HOCKEV is plagued 
with problems but soiiieofihe 
reasons for the step motherly 
treatment of the players is because 
in the last few years the team s 
performarK e has been appalling 
Pargat who has been a part of the 
— 


I 






"What do the$a people thjiik.M. we go^piit ^eir^ tp We pt^ to 

win, but the added lufesstafe i^^m^e'saying tw f ou h^e ^ 
win puts psychologitalpc^ttifepnm*** Ityou wEuk ui just 

^ "-^ea^ iJtalon^Vv.: ;;; - c. r ■ ■. v: 


Indian team for eight years has 
found flaws in the game. 

"Our main jJroblem is penalty 
comer conversion. If we can 
improve our defenee and attack 
during a penalty corner the 
situation wouki be different. We 
fumble too often. During the 
Olympic qualifier at Auckland, we 
were awarded nine penalty corners 
against oneoflJSSR.11icy 
converted: we didn't and that is 
what matters, conversion." 

Total hockey’ is a concept being 
touted by most players But the 
name Is not self explanatoiy'. 
Pargat elaborates, "1 have been 
called selfish when 1 move up with 




the ball, but this is not so. I'm Just 
using (he ‘total hockey' concept. 
Position play is out, today a player 
should be able to play in any 
position, somewhat like an all 
rounder in cricket. The defenders 
have to move up during an attack 
and forwards have to fail back and 
defend. This requires a lot more 
from a player and fitness has to be 
100 per cent. 

"In fact we tried this system at 
Ipoh and the result speaks for 
Itself." 

In many ways the approach to 
the game in Pakistan is similar to 
that of our country yet. their 
success ratio—especially against 


India:—1$ higher. Pargat accounts 
for this success to "just 
determination." • 

He also points out the fact that 
before a match against Pakistan a 
lot of officials and politicians come 
up and say,"Jee/na parega (You 
have to win)." 

What do these people think. 

we go out (here to lose? We play to 
win. but the added pressure of 
someone saying that you have to 
win puts psychological pressure 
on us. We are human beings, we 
are affected 1^ this and tend to be 
over defensive. Ifyou want us to 
win. Just leave us alone." 


■> * 
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hockey?*. It is 
hecaiise at loastalphi^w^iii 


Chandigarh is a forUBed city. 
Barriers and sudden checks are 
part of the daily routine. Every 
street comer houses a bunker with 
a machine-gun snout playing tag 
with all vehicles till they disappear 
out of range. The overbearing 
presence of uniform makes one feel 
more insecure than safe.There isan 
atmosphere of uncertainty. This is 
where I Bnally meet Pargat Singh. 

Fame, friends, a car, he has 
everything. Yet Pargat Is still 
fighting for his teammates 


Beijing Asiad '90: A mistake by 
Pergat and India lost their match 
against Pakistan 




T he FUIURE of hockey In 
India Is very bleak, they win 
one tournament only to lose 
the rest. Pargat feels the same 
way:" The coming generation 
thinks “what Is the future of Indian 
hockey?’ It Is better to study foe 
seven or eight hours than to play 
because at least a job is there at the 
end of It. H Is simply a question of 
survival and prlorlties^ecause If 
you don't get enough from sport 
then what Is the use In earring on 
with It." 

The efforts being made to 
Improve the situation are not 
enough because although the 
Sports Authority of India has sport 
schools, the incentive Is not 
enough. Pargat speaks of the 
situation In a sports school In 
Jalandhy. "They have an 
allowance of Rs. 15 per trainee per 
day. Can you get four square meals 



with that sort of money? If the 
future of Indian hockey is being 
considered, then a lot more money 
will have to be pumped in." 

And while most players struggle 
on the line line that marks off 
poverty, Pargat is lucky because he 
has land, a house (he is building 
another in Jalandhar) and a car." I 
guess I’m lucky. But maybe 
because I have these things, I 
want my players to have them 
someday and that is the reason 
why I light for them." 

Why does a man need two 
houses? A very embarrassed 
Pargat explained. "I'm getting 

married.but I don’t know her 

name." For the first time his veener 
of self assurance had cracked. 

Even Pargat is scared of what is 
going on in his State. A true Puttar 
da Punjab (son of Punjab), he 
doesn’t condone what is 
happening. He prefers to maintain 
his silence on the subject. 

And while other troubled areas 
might once again see peace, the 
situation in Punjab doesn't seem to 
have improved. We live in a free 
country, but where is the freedom 
to live in peace? Leave alone, play 
sportl% 














KARATE 


THE POWER OF THE EMPTY HAND 


T his week the 
movements are 
exarlly the 
same as last 
week’s, except that 
they I e done with the 
opposite log oi hand 
Once again wed like to 


remind you that all 
movements of this part of 
the kata are being done 
facing the < amei a only 
for your convenience In 
reality, they are done m 
the opposite direction 
■y Shivall OangHly 
Kyoloiililn lw l l f i karat* 


ki OBM ruclari am in mlMMled in Joining kyokushintokM luiM*-ltd 
eontacikarat»~eia8aMundar8hivi4iGin^ thsyammquo^to 
oet m touch with Mm at the Kyolwahln Karat* HQ at Hariah Pafk 
(Bhowanlpui) 

C laB a a a amhaklat 

1 HailBhParfc(Tii*APrf7lo930|>m.8un7lo9dQam) 
a LakaTraMngCantra SatanPaik Rat>lnchaSarobar)(8at98un430 
to6pn4 

3 B*hMaTralningtH>nim.B*fl*haAkamSanghaQFounil.arannoy 
noad(Frl6m 

930 pm, 9un 71a 0.30 pm) 

4 OtMrioma B*bubaoanCuliuralQround(Wad0Sun6io73Opn^ 

0 nanil(ij0il,RanifculhlflaganlParti,opp nanikuit«t)ua*tep(Tu*00ai 
63Oio0pm} 

0 SaltLlrira,BA-CAPIayground,opp,PWbua-top(Vtrad6>3Oio0pffl, 
8un7io9am) 



Turn your left foot foiwards as you launch Into a 
right Jodan mai-^lrl, landing with right foot forward 



Go Into kilMKiachi and perform a right empl>ukl or 
elbow Mock 


In the same Mance, detivar a right urakanHJChi dr 
back flat strike at faeeheight 
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want the world record for 
the 1500m. If you are the 
world champion and dominant 
for two or three years, you 
: have to get the world 
record...*" Morceli 
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CirnittiteiwiMtltGiHnie^ 1900. He n^OidiiB# ' ‘ 
injuredbefim^elkrtintlie 1901 Woild . 

cltam{i(^nshl|p8 amd oiOy: inan to brat him. 

altctviiwde vroB Noi;»«4^e Mc^^ 
winner. .» * 

EXBoti^ at 2S9,1« &urfi» 9 nfinMMid. Ydtes. 21^ 
tQwlnaitactanmedl^dec^nut^ilfth Avenir 
lieandlGe«itLMcI(«^» $^^^^, iii^vfon€^tmd.ttbt > 
duieein 199l.a«eiwgt^aiatgfiekir^;ii^ 

:^fhaBteaf!^^d afa nter a l^ U|(erq^t)hglM ,. 
jbat 80 fC^<!>MidandOjs^ - . ^ •. r 

Q«i^Chrah^^lh«£unouaLoil0ib^^ ^ 

.Utttve($i^Goai», ydauwiisinddvdlwlt)^C^*aear|y - 
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DIFFERENT STROKES 



ALL FOR FAME 


F or some people, fame is permanent. For others, it 
comes the hard way. For example, Juan Antonio 
Samaranch the president of the International 
Olympic Committee is the man for whom presidents wait 
but nobody ever complains. 

To add to the already long list of titles and honours before 
and after his name, he has received a new one from King 
Juan Carlos of Spain.^rom now on he will be called The 
h^rquis of Samaranch'. 

On the other hand there Is Nelson Piquet, the Formutei ‘ 
One driver. Trying to stay in ttie news in hif old a{)e ha has 
annotmced that he is going to launch a motor radng team to 
contest the 1992 International Rxmula 3000 
ChaMpionahIp. Piquet cortfirrrodlfMt hH^team wUnio a 
the lateetMareh-Ralt RT 24 bars. 

. ^_il. famd conies one wav or anotherl 


Juan Antonio Samaranch or Me Marr^ie of 
Samarartehf .v . 
















‘SAVE A LIFE’: 
LINEKER’S PLEA 

G ary LINEKER, who has received more than 

10,000 messages from well-wishers, has delivered 
one of his own. 

He said that as tong as his son, George, responds to 
treatment, he intends to lead England into the European 
Championships final in Sweden this summer before he 
retires from the intematfonai arena.' 

Lineker, speaking publicly for the first time since he leamt 
his three-month-otd son had acute myeloid leukaemia, said, 
*i'm playing every game for Tottenham Hotspur, and I hope 
for England too.* 

Commenting on his son's chances of sunrival, he said, 
'Everything is going as well as it could, but it Is a long hwi. It 
is like the Qrarid Nationai, with every fence the size of 
Becher's Brook*. 

A lot of people have asked him what they can do for him, 
and his answer is simple, "There is somebody in the next 
cubicle to George who will die shortly if he do^t have a 
bone marrow transplant... Help him. What a wonderful 
feeling that would be, to sdve somebody’s life.* 




ThefatMreof&H|land*e e oc o ertsan ne e t» d»i ' 
UMior’e aen. Georga 














THE AMAZING STOH 
OF BORIS BECKER S 
RETURNFHOM 
THE EDGE OF SELF- 
DESTRUCTION, 
BREAKING AWAY 
FROM THE 
SHACKLES OF THE 
HIGH-STRUNG LIFE 
THA r COMES 
WITH BEING No. 1 
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LooseovavoaL sturcfy shoes. cappuBed 
over the tyes—he stood in front ^the door 
like that—a superstar like you and me. 
Boris Becker visited Amo Luik, in his 
Hamburg Oat and talked about how it Sdt 
to be the star in Melbourne, how he had to 
Miake off doubts and anxiety in order tobe 
raufy for being "No. 1”. whyhenow feels 
"free, free. free". Lulk recorded vdiat the 
liberated Becker had to say about himself 
and the world: after counUess cups of 
coffee and bananas both went to the 
movies. Afterwards he disappeared 
again—the big blonde fellow in his loose 
Otting overcoat who confesses to the great 
desire of not to be so well-known 
anymore... 


I REALISED for the first time In 
1989 that I could become the 
best tennis player In the worid. 
After the match ball against 
Lendl in the US Open I knew that 
I could beat them all on all lawns, 
slow or fast ones, sand or grass. I had 
played good tennis, sure. I had 
Wlmble^n hvice and thrice and also a few 
Grand Slams, a few great titles and 
tournaments, but at that stage 1 did not as 
yet believe In my strength. And I was 



somewhat afraid, I shied away from 
responsibilities, afraid to carty a 
buiden—afraid to fall flat on the face and 
end up like Mats Wllander. 

But a day after the win, the ten best 
players—only Lendl was absent—met and 
all of them stood up and applauded me. 
That's when I knew: I am on a different 
level now—they have confidence in me. 












From this moment onwards I started to 
believe in my ability to become the best on 
all courts, all the year through I pulled 
myself together, started to work in a 
different way; more motivated, with more 
concentration. Now I wanted to be No. 11 
But it took another 18 months—^1 had to 
adjust myself to a different goal. I thought 
of Mats Wllander—^hts triumph and the 
sudden fall. Mats is in many ways lite 
myself. 1 was afraid I would have the same 
fate after 1 had reached the desired goal; 
that suddenly all would be deflated like a 
pricked balloon. 

Wllander has as much will power as 1 
have. It is nearly impossible to beat him by 
margin only. To play always as if there was 
no life after the match, no momii^ alter, 
takes a lot out of you. It bums you out. You 
fall into a black hole, the way it happened 
to me after the US Open or after 
Wimbledon—and I was afraid of this. This 
depression after euphoria is a horror 
trip—^I’d rather remain No. 2 than go 
through that again. 

It took a long time to understand that I 
carmot go against this. I cannot loose 
intentionally. I suddenly realised that it 
doesn't matter at all whether I am No. 1 or 
No. 2.. .nothing changes. It doesn't make 
me happier or sadder. This realisation 
made me feel free—to realise that life went 
on normally also the day after. That 
means having to accept that tennis is not 
all. that I have to look beyond this and can 
do it too! That I may be a great tennis 
player, maybe the best even, but that I 
have to live without tennis also one of 
these days. That life has to make sense for 
me also after I am 33 and that I can 
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experience great things too after that as 
well. 

Had I lost In Melbourne last year I would 
not have become No. 1. But I would still 
have left the Centre Court with my head 
held high. I had to learn and understand 
this and of course friends, also my 
parents, helped me. 1 also realised that I 
have to win In a different way, that 1 cannot 
always depend on the head alone, that I 
should notwin with ‘mental power’, as 
they say, alone. 

'nils Is too much in the long run. It ruins 
you. bums you. In the end, I understood 













that t had to change my style of playing 
and started to work on if I improv^ my 
conditioning^ second service and 
backhand and also worked on my voUqr I 
did impiove and suddenly lost this 
anxiety i knew I would make it and was 
mentally prepared for it 
1 also was not alrald of injuries any 
more Each sportsperson has to reckon 
with tom muscles, and 1 do have n^ 
dependable Doc It dldn t upset me 
therefore, when I tore a muscle in I^rts in 
November'90 Edberg became No land 
he deserved it in 1990 I don't think it has 
anything to do with luck—he was better 
that year My back problem in Melbourne 
annoyed me—was I never going to make IP 
1990was a ti lal year for me, a year of 
maturing Nothing came easy to me. no 
such thing as luck no net rollers—I had to 
work hai d The first six months were like a 
rollercoaster 1 separated with Karen in 
March 1 dldn t think of tennis then. 1 
wanted to settle my private life first and It 
showed in my game 
And then Wimbledon* 

At Wimbledon I never played as badly as 
I did in '90 but in spite of that I reached the 
final—and had almost won the match too* 
How badly I played* I got through only on 
account of my will power—this helped me 
to realise that I could make it* 1 celebrated 
after Wimbledon and was happy I ate and 
drank vidiat I wanted hardly slept, hardly 
practised Ttiat was the celebration for me 
I didn't do after Melbourne as No 1 
Wimbledon 1990. final defeat was a 
triumph for me—my start to the top 
___ 




I s il crazy the way all players glance at 
the points spat out by the computer? 
The computer list Is our bible, Lendl. 
Edberg, Agassi all look at their lists and 
whoever says he Is not Interested is a liar. 
-On Monday, when the rank list Is on 
display in the changing rooms, there is 
absolute'qulet for one hour. EJveiyone Is 
calculating, checking, figuring out how 
long it will take to get here or there. 

For seven years this is part of my life. It is 
absolutely normal for me and docs not put 
me under pressure. 1 am only of the 
opinion that Grand Slam tournaments 
deserve a higher evaluation. These are the 
four most important tournaments and 
who Is best there is No. 11 


Tennis used to be a 
moans to gain love, to be 
recogmsod by my elders. 
But now I can |ii<^ up my 
racket an a nice Sunday 
at S p.m., play for one 
Jiour and Ifind It sfifiply 
great to experience this 
perfect harmony of soul, 
bodyandspkrftM. 


I want to play tennis as well as possible. 
If necessary. I’ll live 24 Hours for this, 
maybe ev'en a couple .of weeks. But then 
comes the break, and 1 consider this as 
Important. 

II wasn't always like that but I have 
changed. I have worked out a new 
philosophy of life for myself. It all started 
in September 1984.1 was rich, I had 
evemhlng in material goods—money, 
wonien—everything, I know it sounds 
corny but I was unhappy. 

It Is the old story of film and popsters 
who commit suicide. They have 
everything and are yet unhappy. I do 
understand them. Elvis Presley, James 
bean, Maril)m Monroe^J am learning 
from them. I keep on thinking about &em 
and that's why I read their biographies. 

My goal was to win Wimbledon, and win 
I didl But life has to go on next day. This is 
impossible when you have achieved your 
heart's desire—suddenly you become 
depressed, you are the unhappiest person 
there is, even though you wop Wimbledon. 
Or Is It because yoii won? I tlttught hard 
about all this, and then decided in future 
to^dnl^whatl think is right and am 
convinced It is best for me. 



Boris Becker with 
his mother (left) 
and sister: 
recognition from 
the elders end 
all family 


1 was a product, a puppet on a 
string. Is it possible that the failure at 
Wimbledon In 1987 actually saved my 
life? In any case, I became a different 
person; I turned from market product 
Becker to Becker the person. 

(To be continued) 

AstoM to Amo Luik 

COUBTESY'SPOSTS 
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I F, like me, your only other 

pilgrimage to a grand slam event 
was Wimbledon, then you would 
find the Australian Open to be 
almost blasphemous. Even if you 
forget about corporate boxes, 
sptmsors' buntings, fast food outlets and 
fancy retractable roofs, this tournament is 
still the Ozopen. It’s different. 

Where else will the official souvenicr 
shop stock everything from t-shirts to 
coloured zinc oxide and—hold your 
breath—tampons? 

Where else wr»uld semi-clad men and 
women guz/lc beer, scoff monster 
sandwif'hcK and watch some tennis in 
between? 

Perhaps the stone and steel structure 
that is Flinders Park is very ironical. It is a 
modern certtre for a modern game which 
has a lot to do with concrete and steel. It is 
known as the friendly Open. Hut really, it 
should also be the relaxed Open. It Is only 
if you strip the Australian Open to the 
bones, that you get to see that in reality it 
is a grand slam event. 

Tm) hundred and fifty six tennis players 
from all over the world. Of these 208 (104 




of either sex) gained automatic entiy 
because thq? had the minimum required 
ranking last month (132 for men, 137 for 
women) 16 were given wildcards and the 
final 32 battled through a four-round 
pre-qualifying tournament. The 
organisers conducted 128 men's and 
women’s singles matches on the three 
stadium courts and twelve ovttside courts 
by midnight on day two of the 
championships thus eliminating hsdf the 
title aspirants even before they had been 
in town long enough to run up a decent 
room service bill. TTic unfortunate few 
departed even liefore the cheese and 
greens Were served in the corporate lunch 
tents on f he first day. Thanks for coming, 
guys and gals. Pick up your cheque on the 
way out and maybe we'll see you again 
same time, same place, next year. As cruel 
as it may sound, that's the nature of the - 
beast. 

Grand Slam tennisjs nothing if not a 
tale of two worlds. While the would-bes 
and could-bes drop away one by one, no 
doubt wondering how far the 
remuneration (5,400 dollars for a first 
round loser) will stretch after taic and 




Grafs gone. Becker and Courier want to be No. 1. And Capriati’s the 
star. ANDY O’BRIEN finds the ’Oz Open’ a little like Maggi 

sauce... .different! 







other expenses the elite few begin the 
quest for the serious money Aftei the 
middle weekend all bul 32 players (plus 
doubles specialists) will have used the 
return half of their ail tickets Those 
remaining supposedly being the 16 
seeded men and women whose draws are 
tailored to ensure a speedy removal of the 
lesatalented pliers 


Why did Qraf laave so suddanly 

At least that s how it Is supposed, but 
never does and hopefully never will, wVirk. 
What happens instead during the opening 
week is a mass confusion of upsets 
five set thrillers heat exhaustion (as 
contrasted with rain delays at Wimbledor) 
and night matches that go close mlo early 
morning It is little wonder then that the 
early rounds are always a source of 
palpable tension fot the superstars So 
much at stake so much of ambition and 
guts on the other side oi the net and so 
easy to slip up Upsets apart Flinders 
Pai k might indeed have made as good a 
venue this year lor a medit al < onvention 
as a grand slam tournament 

SteianEdberg 1 lenn I.econte Guy 
Forget Goran Ivanisevic Pete Sampras 
Monica Seles and Stelfi Gi al vwre among 
others those in dex tor s hands prior to the 
start ol the tuuniament Sampras 
withdrawal with a stiaincd nghi shoulder 
opened up the bottom half of I he draw 
making Jim Courier s path somewhat 
easier But it was Steih Gi afs withdi awal 
that plunged the tournament—and her 
immediate future—into dlsai ray She had 
already left the Flindei s Park when 
German team coat h Klaus Holsaess 
announced it She .ipparently sprinted to 
her plane that was to Conner t hei to a 
Quantas flight to Fi ankfurl fleeing from 
the photographers that awaited hei 
appearanc e and exit at Melbourne alr]Mirt 

Yet on the Monday the tournament 
began, ac c ordlng to Hofsaess the number 
two seed and three time winner was hardly 
able to move Herjoints were aching she 
was running a temperature and blood 
tests were called for Only the day before 
she was signing autographs while 
promoting a clothes line in a Melbourne 
department store She told reporters that 
she would only play if she was ‘hundred 
percent well 

Apparently Graf fell ill after a practice 
session with Jimmy Arias, and the doctor 
consulted told her to abandon thoughts of 
chasing a fourth title While thei e is no 
doubt that Graf is sick fear can do strange 
things The German media were bu^/ing 
with theories that she was Jaded aAer nine 
andahalfyearsonthetour Alsoforthe 
first time Graf, this year, refused to give a 
pie-Open news conference traditionally 
organised by her sponsor Adidas 

Unfavourable reports over the Hopnian 
Cup debacle, when she twice defaulted 
had upset her. an Adidas spokesman said 







Whatever the reason. It is learnt that 
Graf may be out of action for about four 
weeks and that her entire 1992 
programme hinges on the results of the 
blo^ tests taken in Melbourne 
But in spite of Grafs withdrawal the 
adrenalin was still flowing in the first week 
at Flindei s Park the struggling lowly 
ranked and Just plain desperate using ail 
their ammunition and the seeds dodging 
bullets Ttie strong survived the weak 
perished 

E ven though there was not too 

mut h drama m the opening days of 
the tournament that dldn t mean 
the show wasn t stolen Tliere was this girl 
who looks like well like the 
fifteen year old that she is In front of the 
world s media she acts like one bubbling 
but despite her familiarity with the 
attention there is a streak of shyness 
Look up hei records and her feats 
generally begin with the phrase youngest 
ever fertile to fill in the blanks yourself 
There are few age records Jennifer 
Capnati has left intact Making her first 
appearant e in Australia as a pro she 
seemed to enjoy the surroundings and the 
Melbourne sun just as in turn, Sie crowds 
took to her After her games she stayed on 
court signing autographs and if it wasn t 
for the fact that the next match was to get 
underway, she would have happily stayed 
on court all afternoon The Florida 
schoolgirl has proved it around the world 
the two years she s been on the t ircuit and 
on her first visit to Melbourne she has 
eflbrtlessly underscoi ed it—that she is 
blessed with star quality multiphed Ity a 
iactoi ofX Talent plus personality is 
always a formidable gift but with her, even 
the wrapping is right 
Incredibly she is already hsted at No 
26—with an income of over five million 
dollars—on an American magazine's list 
of the 40 highest paid athletes in the 
world ^comparison, die girl she beat m 
the first round was nearly five years older, 
has been on the tour three years longer 
and has earned $225,578 It's a tale of two 
worlds, all right 

And at the top of the men s world is one 
Stefan Edbetg He remains there having 
twice put down Boris Becker 






TOMMY HINDLEY 









Capriati’* cpi^th* crowd eating out Of her hand 


Insurrections last season His game I 9 pot 
flashy but consistently, lyrically 
spectacular his mind and his appetite 
unsaled He has been known to hiccup 

underpressure But lately no one has 

been able to apply any While h» body did 
betray him prior to the start of the Opeh 
(tendinitis In the knee preceeded the 
forearm muscle strain) but that has not 
been his ma)or problem What mqst Sblnd 
the test of confrontation with Becker apd 
Lendl (who are both In his hsdf of the draiy) 
Is his two month lack of match practise. ! 
hit the ball on Christmas Day for the Aral 
time in two months heMld It's the 
longest break 1 ve ever had and eveiy Win 
Is living me more confidence . 

And that’s pret Isely what EdbecgwOll 
need to get through his half of the draw 
and eventually fight off the likes of J|m 
Couriei in the final 

With no visible physical dents, no * . 
psychologicalweanness Courier’sbalCof 
the draw seems to’be infinitely more 
attractive than Edbergs Not unnoticed, 
but Hardly exuding star quality beseems 
to be simply taking care of his business at 
Fllnder s Park If Eklbergloses In the 
quarter finals and Courier goes on to vrin 
the tournament we could well have a heW 
world No 1 

1 hat present event Is out of my control' 
he says claiming that hls goal Is towlh 
this tournament" But there 19 a map out 
there who has once again found the 
eagerness to be No 1 Boris Beckpr And. 
as usual, Becker Insists on thinking too 
hard On one hand it s nice to be Ina place 
where you know you have done well, ofi 
the other side there’s more pressing 
because you know the only thing actually 
you can achieve here Is to win . 

But Becker is a very serious man • 

nowadays. When asked whether he would 
return if he won the Open this year he 
replied 'Id(m’tknowlflwllleVer>be 
playing tennis next year ’ Some people 
laugh^ Becker didn’t He'sdetemUnid 
togetbacktoNo land the Australian , 
O]^ will be the firat step In that dlrecUqn 
But as Courier, the other man gunning for 
that spot says therear^ no freebies out 
there in the draw NdtevenJohn 
McEnroe! • 






JOHNIVIcENROE 


SPECIAL FEATURE 


B ack at the 

scene of tnme, 
the villain was 

Iminaculatelv mannered 
in the beginning thctt he 
might almost have 
passed through 
ineognito Still when 
you come in public in 
red, white and blue shirt, 
blue shorts, scarlet knee 
bandage, white and grey mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm 

and itrhite shoes and you 
begin to hassle the umpire there is a chance you 
might attract people's attenbon Sureenou^ on 
examination this proved to be John McEnroe, all right. 

Tennis’ tormented genius turned up at the 
Australian Open for the first time since the uproar two 
years ago when he was disqualified dunng a fourth 
round match for well, the usual—misbehaviour 

This time, though, it seemed, at least during the 
first round that his notorious sense of black theatre 
was safety under Ught wraps It seemed tojusbfy what 
tournament referee Peter Bellinger, the man who 
threw him out two years ago. was saying before the 
tournament, ‘welcome back, all is forgiven 
But when the 31 -year old 28th ranked and 
unseeded McEnroe met Andrei Cherkasov, the heat 
was on from theveiy first set McEnroe aigued a 
service call and then during the crossover continued 
the argument over the linebeeper 
Of course, he had a point, but when McEmoe 
argues all that is normally said is 'superbrat is back’ 
andhewas Iflt makes Dyke and Cherkasov feel any 
better, they were the victims of the vintage McEnroe 
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strokeplay—glimpses of 

that old magic are still "iljpfc ► ' 

detectable at least when Wjk * 

his game is not under , ^ 

pressure from his » J * 

opponent 

McEnroe was in good Inl^ipfWOf 

form and that brought ei(fii9,m»vltt$)nwB«i 

himface to facewith g<»imi 1 l«eiM 9 iy 

Boris ISecker—a t- Ukl 

showdown between two 
of the all time greats was WW 

the most tantalising lll^n AlilK>9t h8V8 

prospect tor the ilrst MMfiKt ttlTOIlOh 

week of the tournament inCOOnitO. $W, VlthW 

ifeis.KSS'" 

when he reigned Wo WM® 

supreme from 1981 to W|W wOTiSt 

1984 that RAGE FOUR scafM fcfiM bandage, 

But this was the Farewell llrtlita flfld CTOV Bltd 
totheWorldTour STIOMmS VOU 

Why seven years after hn/Jn ijn hnnnt* tK* 
he won his last grand 

slam title—the 1984 US UmpWB Wr* 18 8 

Open—IS John Me Enroe CNOCt yOU 

keeping on? Does he still a ft fl Ct DBODIb ’8 

think he is capable of 'attMlImStfra 

exerting an Impact at 

these lofty levels of WOUgn^ OT 

tennis? Weil, it is a examination this 

delicate matter whii h proved to be John 

McEnroe seems to be MoEhfOe, ali right, 
only slowly coming to 
terms with 

There’s always hope he says repeating the woi ds 
for emphasis It's been a long time now seven years 
and certainly It Is a long shot, but if you don t think 
you have a chance, there is no way you can do it At 
this stage if I win one big tournament Ill probably 
quit on Uie spot Otherwise quitting cold turkey does 
not seem to an attractive proposlbon foi McEnroe 

Yet, with ISyears of mental and physical strain 
taking its tbU. McEnroe still refuses to commit himself 
to when or even whether he will depart altogether The 
only thing he guarantees Is that the days of putting 
himself under the sustained pressure that comes 
with pursuing and prot«;ting the top rankings are 
over 

Now every McEnroe press conference seems to be a 
philosophy session McEnroe max be a yard slower on 
his feet, but not with his mouth And never interrupt 
him when he is in full flow And here he goes 

Ehreiyone has his time, and I had n^ bme In the 
deepest part of my heart and soul I believe 1 can do it, 
because I have done it There’s another side of me that 
is more ofa realist, so I tiy to keep the realistic side 
away from me as much as possible, but it’s diincult 
Hie good part is that 1 am the underdog against a lot of 
players and I have nothing to lose Noonecantake 
away what I haxni already done. Realistically, I'm 
hapi^ that I had ipy time in the first place. As a 


provadto 

McEhroe, 


to be John 
le, alt right. 








1 never dreamed thisR'' 
happen." 

"After belnfT number 
one or two In eight 
diiferent yeans and 
among the top three for 
ten years, what 
difference does it really 
make what my ranking is ' 
now^28 or 10,30 or 50. 

The others have the 
pressure of trying to be 
thebesl. like the 
Edbergs. the Beckers. 
the 

Samprases. They 

to take that burden 
from me 

even going to pretend 
that I'm going to be at my 
best again. If by .some 

miracle that happens, ITl - %■ ^ 

deal with It then." ’ * 

Like most players ■si> > t i 

McEnroe too has done 
little else wit h his time 
and so it was no surprise 
that his vision of life even 

after the game, still ' * ' 

revolves largely around » 

tennis and nothing - • 

'%■ i ^ 

He finds some appeal £ ... 

in the idea of doing TV I '4 %, ^ 

commentaiy. of course ‘ ,“ "f" 

promising to contribute i 

a perspective pedple . * . v • ^ ‘' 

haven't seen before. >bid ^ ^ ‘ 

deeply patriotic as he li,.. v , 

always professed to be, 
he has the ambition to " P ■: ■ T ^ 

coach the US Davis Cup fl- .-ta 

team to which he 

was recently recalled after being overlooked, much to 
his pain and dismay. 

For the moment, though, his mood seems to be 
mellow. He even confessed to believing that there is 
too much money in tennis and every other sport. Not 
that the winner of 11.5 millioi^doUars is complaining 
about that. "If people are going to put up that kind of 
moh^ then the; players deserve it more than anyone 
dse.” he said. But tihere are such people, he noted 




thoughtfully, as policemen and firemen who save 
people's lives. There are school teachers...the 
comment trailed off, but the essence seemed clear 
enough: perhaps, such things could be more in 
proportion. 

"But that's not the way it is right now." he shrugged, 
finally declaring another long philosophy session 
closed as he went on to face reality in the form of one 
Boris Becker. • 
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GRAF’S MARRIAGE PROPOSAL 


11 "ir S Steffi Graf there?' Inquired the man on the 
■ phone. "Yes" replied Marie Kelly, players' 

JL liason offi<*er at the Australian Open. This 
was belore Stefli suddenly withdrew from the 
tournament.' I'm eullinfi; from Montreal. Canada." the 
voice on the phone said. "I'd like to speak to Steffi." 
Kelley inquired why—the answer 'to datetier' heads the 
list of strange requests leading up to the Open. Td like j 
to marry her", the caller said. 'You". Kelly .said, "and a | 
thousand others". The caller rang back laler. but was 
again denied his reque.st tx'cause Kelly decided this 
was one request she could not entertain. 

In her six-year dealings with the best tennis players 
in the world, she claims she's yet to be stumped by a 
‘within reason' requc.sl. That includes organising a jet 
to take Chris Evert to a holiday i.sland. A whole night of 
telephone calls did the trick but Evert cancelled the 
trip the next morning. 

"Eveiy thing from players wanting to play 
golt—which is the most popular one—to finding a 
tailor at short notice, there's really not many things 
we haven't been asked for." says Kelly. 

"When McEnroe was thrown out of the tournament 
in 1990. he wanted to go home immediately and 
organising to slip him out without the media getting to 
know about It was, ah. interesting. I supjxise they 
need us to keep things close to our chest. That 
requires trust." explains Kelly. But one thing she does 
admit to: "It's the rock and roll treatmenl for the bulk 
of the world's best tennis players. 

INSIDE INFORMATION 


T alking about lifestyles, former Australian 
tennis star Peter McNamara was asked to give 
inside information about the lives of tennis 
players. Some of his 'insider' comments Included: 

• 'You don’t see many guys at the bar having a beer 
after they've beaten an opponent these days. 

• "A lot of tennis players wear clot hes they don’t like. 
If some company offers $25,000 to wear their clothes 
because they are good and another offers $100,000 
but It looks bad, 1 can tell you. most of the players will 
go for the latter. Clothing endorsements keeps agents 
alive, it provides most of their 25 t)er c^nt. I can 




guarantee that there are certain players wearing 
certain clothing not because they overly enjoy doing 
so but becau.se of the pay cheque they receive at the 
end of the month. Tliere are a lot of fnnge benefits that 
go with clothing endonsements; they help enhance 
the deal when you're wearing ugly clothing. The worse 
the clothing the more you can negotiate.' 

Some more questions, Peter, , 

Does winning a $ 120.000 tournament mean you 
pocket $ 120.000? "Not true. The layman would 
probably think that but unfortunately that's not true. 
After the tax mqn gets you and after all the other 
expenses, you would probably end up with something 
like 10.000. And then you pay for things like air fares, 
so you would probably I'ome out with a whopping 
7000. winch may not be bad for a week's work for 
anyone, but when you win a tournament.... These 
guys have got good accountants behind them but the 
take home pay Is not nearly as great as everyone 
thinks it is." 

Is sex rampant on the circuit, Peter? 

"I don't think so. 1 don’t see anyone doing it out in 
the open so 1 don't know how it could be rampant 
especially these days. Tennis might have that 
image—obviously there are some boys who like going 
out and having a good time after they have lost-A)ut 
it's definitely not in the same league as the rock and 
roll industry or anything. Most players are more 
concerned about their on-court performances rather 
than their sexual performances." 

That was revealing Peter, thanks. 

IVANI...WHO? OH. GORANI 


Y OU would think that Croatian Goran 

Ivanisevic is a local boy at Flinders Parte. Even 
whefi he played Aussie Jason Stoltenberg in 
the first round! Ivanisevic always attracts a large 
vocal following for his matches here. Croatian Hags 
are prominent as are shouts of'Goran, Goran? When 
he played Stoltenberg, court one’s gOOO capacity was 
tested to the limit; so much so that queues stretched a 
long way from each entrance. Information for many 
fans came by the running commentary given by a gate 
attendant v^o described the final moments of the 
memorable first set tie-break won h«urlsevlc 

14-12. "Stoltenberg dumps one In the rwt.. .set point 
to Ivanlsa..<lvine8....ah, Goran." 





CASH 

WANTS 

CREDIT 


G OMEZ'S example won’t do any good lor Pat 
Cash’s demand that the ATT* tour i-onsider 
reserving wild cards for dlder champions 
There is no doubt that the public still wants to see the 
like of McEnroe, Connors. Leconte and Cash. But in 
some way this will be a selfish move since it does deny 
a chance ior a youngster and 11 does deny t he work 
that others have put in to improve their rankings. In 
fact Cash himself was asked to consider an 
‘underourrenl’ of opinion that he might be keeping 
younger local champions down by requesting and 
receiving free entiy into this year’s Australian Open 
But Cash’s suggestion also makes a lot of sense 
from the spectator point of view. Leconte has said 
that, under medical advice he couldn’t play for more 
than two weeks in a row. Then he has to rest. stretch, 
exercise, have treatment on his multi-scarred back. 

Friends or foes? Wild csrd Henri Leconte toasts his 
first round conqueror and Davis Cup teammate Guy 
Forget 



Leconte cannot pursue a reasonable ranking under 
those orders. Ycl he is still a tough opponent and an 
eminently attractive player. It’s up to the tournament 
if they think someone is worthwhile If you’re not 
required, then that’s diiTercnf. said Cash, 

What Cash is asking for is an easy way of getting 
into the glamour tournaments while he continues to 
pursue his part-time player plans. Didn’t do him 
much good though...even though he did leave his guts 
strewn all over the court alter the five-set loss to 
Emilio Sanchez. 

THE GHOST WHO PLAYS 

R emember Andres Comez? One man who 
might was not here: Andre Agassi, the man 
Gome/ downed in the 1990 French Open final. 
But you can be forgiven if the name is a distant 
memory. Since Gome/ won his first Grand Slam title 
he has not tasted a single victory in a single Grand 
Slam match That succession of first round losses 
continued at Flinders Park this year when qualifier 
Aki Raliuenen fought back from two sets down to 
continue the Ecuadorian’s Grand Slam drought. 

BECKER WANTS A HOME 


B oris BF^CKER is fed up with living in Germany 
and Monte Carlo. He is apparently looking for a 
new countrv to set up residence and is tossing 
up between England and America, or to be precise. 
London and New York. 

The Aussies ttxi are bidding for Bons. One 
Melbourne newspaper pleaded: "But Doris, have you 
thought about Melbourne?''The defending champion 
was asked to consider these (tongue in cheek) 
advantages; 

'You will automatically Ije ranked number one in 
Australia (a .sarcastic dig at the poor state of 
Australian tennis); 

home loan interests are down because of the 
recession, so you will be able to afford a nice house; 

we have a suburb called Heidelberg and that should 
make you feel right at home: 

the low Aussie dollar means you coiikl make a real 
killing converting those German marks: 

Australian beer is as good as anything you are us(*d to 
drinking in Germany; 

instead ofjust supporting a soccer team you would 
probably be good enough to gel a game; 

the weather ls...well, six out of seven Isn’t bad. 

And since Melbourne, together with New York and 
London, is a venue olCBecker's grand slam wins, the 
Victorian capital feels it must included in Becker’s 
list of choices. 














the Asian Track and 
Field Meet m Jakarta she 
clocked a personal best 
of23 7 secs in the 200m 
(she Incidentally was 
training for the 400m) 
and got India the bronjie 
in the event She was 
also instrumental in gett 
ing India the silver m the 
4xl00m relay and the 
goldlnthe4x400m And 
she herself rales the 
Jakarta performance as 
her best 

In 1986 at the Seoul 
Asiad she injured her 
self while running the 
200 m and pulled out of 
the rate But then a 
determined Vandana 
(still not fully recovered) 
went on to anchor India 
for the gold in the 
4x400m relay TTiatwas 
the time when she was 
looked upon as the latest 
spoi ting sensation in the 
country 



Athwini Nachappa and 
Vandana Rao look on aa 
mama Reeth aaya hi to 
daughter Shilpa 

were told that the tnals 
were to be held in the eve¬ 
ning As we were too 
tiled we refused to take 
part in the trial and only 
Usliaian 

Uul c\ eii her timing 
was not too good And 
that was it Nobody 
understood that a full 
workout for the 400m is a 
very tiring affair and that 
we just had no steam left 
to take part in the ti ials 
Bar k home all the ath 
letes Involved were slam 
med wit h show t ause 
notices and eventually 
the AAFI announced 
general amnesty with a 
warning that sue It an 
me ident should not hap¬ 
pen ever again 



NLY IF DREAMS 
AD WINGS., 


The very next year the 
government of India reco¬ 
gnised her services by 
awarding her the Aijuna 
Award. Butin 1988. dur¬ 
ing the Seoul Ofympics, 
she fell from gra<« Along 
with Ashwini Nachappa. 
and Vandana sAanh^ 
she stirred up a hornets* 
nest and the controversy 
that followed caused her 


to lose her motivation 
and her faith in the AAFI 
When asked to elabora¬ 
te on the incident, a 
flicker of sadness cross¬ 
ed her features as she 
recalled theUltter episo¬ 
de. 'One morning in 
Segul. Nambiar told us 
that we were to report for 
the trials for the relay 
We waited for quite some 


time but nobody turned 
up I was down with flu, 
Ashwmnl was down with 
fever and even Usha was 
injured Yet we waited for 
a long time, and then 
when no one (read Usha 
and Nambiar) turned up 
I started practising for 
the4()0m Iwentfora 
real strenous workout 
and then suddenly we 


VANDANA. ■' 
'SAOlMks 

r^calljithe 
dreamathat 
• naver" 
blpsiramed 


By K. O. JACOB 











This, rather unfortun¬ 
ate controversy, some¬ 
how dealt a mortal blow 
to her confldence and 
personality and she 
never was the same 
again. "In fact, I stopped 
training after the Olym¬ 
pics but It was my friends 
and parents who prodd- 
ed me on. Tliey were the 
ones who told me not to 
give up.” Vandana some¬ 
how shnigged off her 
frustrations, and return¬ 
ed to athletics, but only 
to find that It was a gruel¬ 
ling. painful process. 

It almost seems like 
Vamiana was fated never 
to see eye to eye with the 
Federation, supposedly 
the mentor of the talent¬ 
ed and promising 
athletes In the country, 
'fhe t rouble began way 
back during the Aslan 
Track and Field Meet In 
Kuwait. Vandana simply 
was at her very best brim¬ 
ming with confldence to 
get a medal for India in 
the relay: but much to 
her frustration a relay 
squad wasjust not sent 
to Kuwait, for reasons 
best known to the 
Federation. 

That was one shock 
Vendana has still not 
quite oven’ome; "It was a 
nide awakening for me 
becau.se 1 was pretty con¬ 
fident and was in very 
good nick, lliat certainly 
was the biggest disap¬ 
pointment lever had 
In my career.’* Politics 
and sport do not make 
strange bedfellows, at 
least not In India, and 
she confirms that when 
she says. "The Federa¬ 
tion that time was only 
selecting North Indians. 
The Federation only 
chose athletes who were 
In their good books and 
the selection was not 
done on merit." 

Jteeplngall these facts 
^ifmind. It was a very 
and'bltter Vanda- 


It was a very angry and blttw 
Vandana that I thought I would 
encountor. 

Tho Vandana I mot was a vary 
mallow person, an athlete wldi no 
hard feelings towards anyone. A 
woman at peace with herself and 
immersed In her own world of 
happiness 


na that I thought I.would 
encounter. Little did I 
'know there was a surprl- 
.se In store for me. The 
Vandana 1 met was a very 
mellow person, an ath¬ 
lete with no hard feelings 
towards anyone. A 
woman at peace with her¬ 
self. and Immersed In her 
own world at happiness. 


ughtl.would The genuine, warm psychologic 

.ittledldl smile that I was greeted because laf 

vas a surprl- with, however, was soon i could not c 

r me. The replaced by a nostalgic race and tha 

let was a very look when tasked why barrier that 

>n,anath- she gave up athletics. "1 overcome."!! 

lard feelings was training for the BelJ- ruefully, 
one, A Ing Aslad and 1 ruptured And that v 

ace with her- my hamstring. After that her athletics 

nersed In her 1 had to give up serious career that s 

happiness. tralnlxig " than her fair 

Thank God irs all over; Vandana saema to ba aaying 




There Is also a feeling 
of disappointment, the 
feeling that almost 
unmistakably accompa¬ 
nies shattered dreams, 
the frustration at not 
being able to live up to 
one’s fullest potential. 

'Maybe it’s Just fate. 1 
cannot really bfeame any¬ 
one for what happened to 
me. I’m sure I could have 
done much better in the 
400m. But when It came 
to 400m I always had a 
psychological block 
because I always felt that 
I could not complete the 
race and that was one 
barrier that I could never 
overcome." she says 
ruefully. 

And that was the end of 
her athletics career, a 
career that saw more 
than her fair share of con- 












, V. jr/' * ^ -n* ,' 
1 ^.. > y0*. 



Circa 1986. The victorioua, foursome in the 


I victorious foursome in tne 
at the Seoul Aaiaci.(From left) 


4x400m relay at tne seoui A8iaa.ti-rom mn; 
Valaamma, Vandana, Shiny and Uaha. Those 
were the good times 


after I got married and 
came down to Bombay 
there's literally no time 
left for anything else. I 
have got offers from some 
schools to train their stu¬ 
dents. Let's see I might 


troversies, injuries et al. 
So how does this athlete, 
sorry ex-athlete, fill the 
void that athletics has 
left in her life. 'Well I'm 
married now and I have a 
full time job at the Corpo¬ 
ration Bank in Bombay. 
But 1 had a tough time 
just after I decided to give 
up athletics. In Mangalo¬ 
re. I used to feel depress¬ 
ed slttlrigat home doing 
nothing. Before that ath¬ 
letics ruled my life. But 


ratodmyllfo^ 

But after I got 
marrladand 
eamadownto 
Bombay thaiu’a 
Htoralfynotlmo 
lori m anytMng. I taava got oftera 
Item abij^ aabiiMMa to train thair 
#tufloiita....l mlgbt to oomothlng 

aboutlt 



do something about it." 

Marriage and the com¬ 
pany of Joaquim Carval¬ 
ho, th6 former hockey 
international, and Aiju- 
na Award winner in 1987 
seems to have brought 
some kind of harmony 
back in her changing life. 

A feeling of content¬ 
ment that she had been 
longing for. When asked 
if there were any chances 
of her throwing away this 
serene lifestyle for ano¬ 
ther chance on the 
tracks the answer was 
an emphatic. 'No'. ”My 
1 ^ has still not fulfy 
Healed, and things are 
very much the seune as 
far as the administration 
is concerned." Which 
again brings us back to 
the subject of politics in 
Indian athletics. When 
asked if she saw any futu¬ 
re in Indian athletics, 
she did not take long to 
respond. "The talent is 
there, but it is going to 
waste. There is still a lot 
of politics in Indian sport 
and eventually it is jlw 
athletes who ^ways suf¬ 
fer. The blame always is 
put square^ on the ath¬ 


letes and the officials get 
away scot free." 

A pause, and then she 
continues. "During our 
times we were made to 
run trials for the 400m 
every other day. That is 
nothing except exploit¬ 
ing the athletes. They 
never realise what a 
tough job it is. It is the 
same scene even now. 
The athletes have no say 
in anything. If you notice 
something, there are 
alwa)rs more officials In 
an Indian squad than 
athletes. And worse still, 
the officials are cleared 
first and only then are 
the athletes cleared." 
Sad, but true. That 
remains the unchanging 
face of Indian athletics 
and the recently- 
concluded SAF Games at 
Colombo saw Indian ath¬ 
letics at its worst ever. 

But in spite of all the 
dravdsacks and all the 
disappointments that 
she encountered, in 
spite of the dreams that 
remain unfulfilled, this 
girl, who first caught the 
tye fix 1982 when she 
came second to P.T. 

Usha in both the sprints 
in tHe Universities Meet 
at Varanasi, would give 
anything to turn the 
clock back. Would she 
then still have taken up 
athletics, "Oh sure. Even 
now the feeling of nostal¬ 
gia is there when I see *' 
othersbnthe track." 
Only, if dreams had 
wings... 

So, now she leads a 
normal married life and 
her interest^ these days 
are cooking, reading and 
music in that order. 

What a waste of talent 
one might say. But this is 
not the first time it happe¬ 
ned in Indian athletics 
and vhU certainly not be 
the last time if things 
don't change.. .but that 
again seems tn be wish¬ 
ful thinking. 






SPORTSWEEK 


This week in the history of sport 


P UNJAB regained the 
Santosh Trophy In 
football after stx years by 
defeating Railways 2-0 at 
Cuttack in the repifiycd 
final played on J«i 9S, 
19S1. 

F rancesco ma.sser 

of Italy established a 
world record in the men's 
cycling In an open-air 
track by pedalling 20 km 
in 23 min 21.592 sec at 
Mexico city on Jon 83, 
1984. 

^^N Jan 94,1988 E.suke 


of Cameroon 
de.seended 31 SO-mt. 
from the 4095-mt.’ 
summit of Mt. 
Cameroon, achieving a 
record vertical speed of 
51m per minute in 
mountain racing. 

D avid Rigert of USSR 

set a world record in 
welghtifting 

(light-weight category) by 
lifting 165.0 kg/363.3/4 
lb in the .snatch on Jan 8S, 


N Jan 94,1968 at 


Clinnton, USA. four 
women, Mrs. Tompkins. 
Weldon, Sack and Lester 
beat the odds, rated at 
about .54 sextillion 
(54.000.000.000.000.00- 
0 .000.000) to one when 
they were dealt the four 
perfect bridge hands of 
13 spades. 13 clubs. 13 
diamoiidsand 13 hearts, 
respectively. 

O N Jan 97,1899 auto 
racer Camille Jentsy 

achieved a world motor 
speed record of 49.29 


mph at Acheres, France 
and on the same date in 
1904William Vanderbilt 
almost doubled the 
speed to 92.30 mph. at 
Daytona. USA. 

T i HE San Francisco 
49ers beat'the Denver 
Broncos 55-10 at New 
Orleans. USA.' on Jan 9IL 
1990, recording the 
highest victory margin 
in superbowl. 


A. R. Sharif 


MILESTONES 



ll|11Ki!|: Graeme Wood of Australia from ^tst'cla^'.v k( 
cricket. Heplayed In 59 Testa and sautfe-d^ V yf.^ 
Hittynia tlonals. ' • i^-:'yyyy 

. (MBSOb Abedi Pele of Ghana as the African ' , ^ 

: l&ttflt^ eroftheyear. , • . . y- 

',/• J*.K. Baiieijee, Mansur Aft Kh«ki Peita^ ; chi 

.mid Mtlltha Singh as members of the g^ne^' ' i 

' ^dfntmueeftirtheadmtnistmtionofthenaiilonaf / 

wajfere ftmdt!i»'^?t^persotis. V ‘'pWiytvms; 

WflBWillfchBchaelAdiertcmfromtheEn^li^ Inte' ' 
'teaintdtt^wbtdincbe&fnemmonthlAhirihn^.T^^ 











m FALDO fVRMULA 


FROM TO GREEN 


Use the Wind Behind 




ON LONG SHOTS MEVETHB BAU FORWARD IN 
YOUR STANCfi SO THAT YOU WHX ONN HMIHUH 
HEICHT, AND TKEREFDRE DISTANCE. 


When YOU HAVE A WIND 
AT YOUR BACK, HAKE 
^EYOUUSEir 
TROPERLY..... 


Playing from Rough 

■ 

I 


When nAYiNO 

FROM ROUOH. 
CHECK THE 

direction or 

THE CRASS 
BEFORE 
DECIOINO ON 
yOUR NEXT 
SHOT. 


Grass orswingaway from 

THE TARGET WIU TEND TO 
GRAB AND CLOSE THE 
euuBFACE SO TAKE MORE 
ecus than NORMAL. 


TARGET 


Take LESS CLUB WHEN THE . 
REVERSE ISTRUS.A'FLIER* 
CAM RESULT WHEN GRASS 
CROWING TOWARDS THE HOLE 
CETS BerWEEN CLUB AND BALL. 




ON SHORTER SHOTS 
HOMSVE^CONTROLIS 
iioreihr6rdwso . 

AUKYTDOF/yr. 


/ 


li 




Vi 


Low Stroke Savers 


In windy CONDITIONS 
THE ABILITY TO HIT 
THE SAULOWISA 
REAL STROKE‘SAVER. 


TO ENCOURAGE A NECESSARY 
FLATTER SWINGPLANE,WIDEN YOUR 
STANCE. ^EN MOYETHE BALL BACK 
TOWARDS ^E MIDDLE OF TOUR FEET 
AND CHOKE DOWN ON THE CRIP 
AUTTLE. 




m 























T he beginiiling of 
d newyear Is the 
time to make 
new 

resolutions, right? The 
onset of a new year sees 
eveiyone Jumping on (o 
the tesolution 
bandwagon, but how 
many stiek to them Is 
totally another story As 
usual, there are quite a 
lew of you who resolved 
to slim down in the year, 
to keep the t aloncs in 
cheek or to sculpt a 
totally new physique 
This Instalment Is 
dedu ated to the health 
Ireakswhoare 







consciously putting in ’ 
an effort to lose weight or 
are trying to maintain 
the shape that you have 
gained after months of 
hitting the gym. 

Losing or gaining 
weight depends on your 
eating habits to a large 
extent. Baslcajly eating 
can be divided into types: 
1) Passive eating 
and 2) Active 

Sweating. Passive eating 
IS when someone 
or something else seems 
to be in control ol your 
appetite When you arc 
hit by this compulsive 
behaviour, thebuiger. 
chocolate or the fries 
actually take control and 
you are reduc ed to a 
mere puppet whose 
strings are pulled by the 
chocolate or the fries 

Active eating, on the 
other hand, is when you 
are in total control of 
your eating habits This 
IS when you knowyou 
are eating (he things that 
you should eat Active 
eating results in 
bodyweight that you can 
control. Passive eating 
on the other hand 
produces weight that is 
not controlled by you 
Hence it Is active eating 
that should control you. 

Here are .some tips that 
will help you analyse 
what active eating is all 
about and how you can 
be in total control of your 
food habits, and 
eventually ofyour weight. 

I) Always have 
something in your hand 
or close to hand that Is 
nutritious and healthy 
for you to eat or drink. 
When you get hungiy, 
eat all means. But eat 
the riglft stuff. You can 
eat a ton of the right food 
and still not put on the 


ExwcIm is the other half of the foraiuM 
for keeping trim. The first half of 
course la aensible eating habits 






extra, unwanted weight.' 

2) Drink 8 to 10 glasses 
of water per day. It helps 
your system metabolise 
the food you eat and it is 
a naturaJ. ralorle-free 
appeti.te suprcssent. 

3) Maximise your fruit 
and vegetable intake and 
cut down on the 
consumption of meat, 
specially red meal. By 
taking in more greens 
you can cut down on the 


EAT 



ILlCiHT 




AND 

STAY 

TRIM 


cholesterol and increase 
your energy. But if you 
load up on meat, eggs 
and chocolate your 
weight will increase and 
so will your cholesterol. 
As your weight goes up 
and your cardohydrates 
go down, your energy 
level will also naturally 
decrease. 

4) Make sure you get 
enough fibre in your diet. 
Fibre is the indigest able 
part of the food which Is 
lost in tixlay's modem 
diet. Wliy eat', if It Is not 
digested? Well, it’ll go a 
long way it i saving you 
from the 20th century 
maladies. So cat plenty 
of fruits, vegetables and 
grains. All these are very 
rich sources of fibre. 

5) Avoid caffeine. 
Caffeine has become the 
modem anti depressent. 
People in today’s times of 
stress, drink coffee by 
the potfuls because it 
keeps them alert and on 
their toes. But caffeine 
present in coffee and in 
soft drinks also lead to 
insomnia, stress, 
anxiety and many other 
health related problems. 

6 ) Tty to be involved 
and busy all through the 
day when you are awake, 
whether at home or at 
work. This will keep your 
mind off food. Borf^om 
usually tempts you to 
reach for the packet of 
potato chips or the 
pastries in the 
refirldgerator. 

7) Don’t neglect your 


dally exercise. Ifyou do 
not have an exercise 
regimen form one as 
soon as you finish 
reading this article. Diet 
contnil <s only half the 
tormula for realistic and 
long-term weight 
control. The other half of 
the formula is exercise. 
Do some form of regular 
resistance training, 
aerobic training and 
flexibility work. The 
catch word here is 
regular. It is always the 
consistency of the 
programme and not 
slrenousness of the 
exercises that matter in 
the long run. 

8 ) As much, as 
ikissible think about 
yourself. Hey, hold on. 
we are not askingyou to 
become a totalty 


self-centred and egoistic 
person. What we are 
implying here is that you 
shoul d do your own bit of 
thinking, and should not 
let things like your office, 
the chocolate or the 
tele-serial dictate your 
thinking and your life. 

9) Keep a tog. A dally 
tog or report that 
consists of a few lines of 
regular criticism, 
(positive or negative) will 
help you keep track of 
bow active or how 
passive your eating 
habits really are. 

Without putting these 
things in black or white it 
is very difficult to 
maintain a correct 
perspective on these 
matters. 

10) Do not expect an 
ovemi^t miracle. 


Concentrate first and 
foremost on the correct 
eating habits that you 
should cultivate and 
once you dp that, stick to 
it. 

At times you might Just 
be In the mood to go in for 
a binge... if the situation 
ever arises, do so, but 
st<iy off fattening foods 
for .some time In the 
future. Expect longterm 
goals only ifyou are 
serious. Expecting 
anything else will leave 
you frustrated before 
long. 

1U Minimise your 
alcohol Intake. Not only 
does alcohol contain 
tons of useless calories. 

It also turns your brain 
and your system into a 
passive vegetable 
controlled by a bottle. 

12) When you eat a 
meal resist the ’seconds’. 
Desserts fall into these 
calegoiy and these foods 
usually contain 
wagonloads of calories. 
So don’t get started on 
the Journ^ because it is 
going to be tough getting 
off the hook. 

Take note of these tips 
and follow them. Don’t 
lose heart if the results 
are not seen fast. In fact 
don’t expect that to 
happen. Just stick to 
sensible eating habits 
and before long you will 
end up where you 
watited to be In the first 
jpiace. So go for gold, 
guys! • 




Inter-Railway 

Athletics 


L ow key perforruanccs and 
S<Juthcni Italhvay's 
overwhelming siijjerlorily 
wen* the distlnetlve 
features of the recent 57th 
Inter-Katlway Athletics 
championships at llie grass tracks 
of the Kamnll Singh stadium. New 
Deliil. 

The solitary meet record was set 
by Eastern Hallway's diminutive, 
but gutsy walker Kabila Garari In 
the 10 km- Walk, the Orst event of 
the three-day championships. Still 
her timing of 53:53.50 was well 
below her national mark of 48:10 
set at the 1990 Deijing Aslan 
Games. 

Kabila later admitted that the 
early start and cold weather made 
her muscles stiff and prevented a 
belter liming. Motivation to break 
the national rccortl was adequate. 
The Hnilwavs Sports Control Board 
(RSC;B) olTercrl Rs. 4.000 for 
improving the national mark and 
Rs. 2,000 for eclipsing the meet 
mark. Kabila was the only athlete 
to get richer by Rs. 2.000. 

1 lolders Southern Railway with 
their galaxy of stars, easily 
regained the team champlon.ships 
In Ixjth men’s and women’s 
sections. Southern won the Saudi 
Arabia Cup for the men's learn 
championships for the eighth year 
running, while its women's team 
ac hieved the feat for the 20th 
successive year. 

Ixmg distance a<*e Molly Chacko 
was the only athlete to annex a 
triple crown. She won the 800m. 

1.500m and 3,000m without much 
ado. National record holder in the 
3.000m, Molly won this in 9:41.9 
well below her national mark of 
9:14.07. 

Three Southern Railway 
athletes, strongman S.D. Eashen. 
sprinter K. $aramma and M.C. 
Sebastian annexed double crowns. 
Eashen recovered frorfi a hand 
injury, which marred hls'^eason 
list year, to win the shot piit and 
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Ram Niwts bMft the 1989 ATF 
• champion Bahpdur Praaad In tha 
^,..1,500m 

. discua Saramma won the 
' 200 and metres. In the 200. 

she received stiff competition from 
the.well-hullt Rachlta Panda of 
South Eastern Railway. However, 
her 400m timing of 56.5 secs was 
below her life best. Many pf the 
athletes, it seems, either have hot 
peaked or were reserving their best 
for the Open meet and Inter-State 
meets next month. 

Sebastian did a Carl Lewis 
winning the lOOm and longjump 
In style. After completing his first 
Jump at the longjump pit. M.C. 
Sebastian dashed to the 100m 
starting point. He won the race In a 
creditable 10.8 sec, relegating 
ICFs M. Sridharan to second spot 
and holder apd team-maleT.C. 
James to third spot. Trailing till the 

Trailing behind at the 6Dm mark 

M.C. Sebastian (190) accelerated 
to win the 100m in 10.8 see. 


AHMEPABAD 




60m mark. Sebastian accelerated 
In the end to win. Bogged down by 
Injuries. Sebastian nearly quit last 
year but has now made a welcome 
comeback. 

But It was not all smooth-salllr^ 
for the established internationals. 
The 1989ATF champion In the 
1.500m Bahadur Prasad was 
beaten teammate Ram Ntwas In 
his favourite event. Ram Niwas. 
who missed selection for the 1990 
Asiad and the 1991 ATF meet, won 
a tactical race. For the first three 
laps the persistent Ram Niwas 
never let Bahadur open a ‘killing' 
gap. He trailed Bahadur till the top 


bend of the final lap and then with a 
final kick came first. 

At the 1991SAF Games In 
Colombo. British doach Harry 
Wilson had said, "Bahadur Prasad 
has world class potential In the 
1,500m." But this was not evident 
here, as he struggled to second 
spot In a poor 3:55.8. Still Bahadur 
kept his reputation somewhat 
Intact winning the 5,000m gold 
medal. 

Some promlslngyoungsters to 
emerge were Alle Kurlakose in the 
longjump ahdlong distance 
runner K.M. 'Chinnappa. The 
former tnter-unlversity champion 














prolested tind thejuiy scrapped 
the event KSCB set retary Amnl 
Mdthur hoijes that a sjmthetlc 
track at the Southern Railway 
centre in Madi as would be ready 
next yeai whu h would be the 
venuetoi the 1993championships 
NevyKapadto 


TRIVA 

.NDRUM 

All Indi 

a Karate 


T^AHAKASHTRA karatekas 
lyjLhogged the llmelli{ht on the 
‘teal day of the 10th All India 


Ponmalar, 16, emerged the 
winner in the womeivs Shlai 
(above 53 kg) 

Karate Championships bv winning* 
five out ofsixShlai events Tamil 
Nadu managed to retain the overall 
championship 

Tall and well built 
Chandrasekhat Shetty, a 2nd 
degree black belt ol Shoto-kan, was 
the star pedormer for 
Maharashtra Chandrasekhar 
demolished Kerala s Anil Kumar 
and Tamil Nadu's Ponsingh, (both 
2 nd degree black belt ofShitor-I^) 
In the men's open Shlal and 70-75 
kg categcMy respectively 


Maharashtra men (bandeep 
Rana Xav ler and Chandrasekhar 
Shetty) bagged the team Shiai 
championship outplaying Tamil 
Nadu 3 0 But Tamil Nadu 
remained supreme in the men's 
Kata events 

Ponmalcir, a Shito-%u black 
belt, emerged triumphant in the 
women s Shiai above 53 kg 
defeating R Pushpa of Karnataka 
Sixteen-year-old Ponmalar (24 7) 
nearly upset live time national 
champion R Sujatha (24 8 pts) In 
the women's kata. 

■ajaovKamarTJC. 




































































S UNIL GAVASKAR, during his 
playing days had made 
Innumerable fans because ofhis 
unflappable concentration and the 
style and finesse with which he tore 
apart the best bowling attacks In 
the world. 

Today he has diflerent roles to 
play. As a writer. As a broadcaster 
and even as an unofllclal coach to 
some of our players. 

But some things, sadly, do not 
change in life. In many ways Sunil 
is still the angry young player who 
years back, led his team off the 
ground in Australia. His article 
criticising the Australian 
umpiring, which said that the 
Aussie team played not with 11 but 
with 13 players was not expected of 
the great Gavaskar who 
Incidentally is sort of a sports 
ambassador from India. 

Gavaskar over the years have 
always stood up to the most hostile 
bowling and the most vicious forms 
of sledging and has continually 
proved a point about his own 
ability. It Is certainly not becoming 
of a player ofhis calibre to 
aggravate a situation which is 
already strained. At the same Ume 
writings like these always put extra 
pressure on the umpires which 
certainly Is unfair. 

Remember Sunil, the world is 
your stage. You can achieve 
anything you wish. The world will 
forget the Dennis Lillees and the 
Ian Chappells but not the Frank 
Worrells. Build bridges of goodwill 
between countries. You have It In 
you. Please make it happen. 

R. SRIDHAR, 

Bangalore. 


Next target: 400 


I T was a great sight seeing Kapil 
levelling Botham’s record of 
wickets In Tests. In fact. It was one 
of the saving graces for the Indian 
side which ^erwlse perform!^ 
vety badly till date. And what a 
relief it was to hear that Kapil has 


Centenary match between India • ■ 
and Australia. Arlott, who ; 

endeared himself to millions for his 
fa.scinating description of the game 
with his unique voice, had always 
believed that cricket went much 
beyond the simple matter ofbat 
striking the ball and the flelders 
chasing it. 

Who can forget the evenings 
spent listening toTMS especially 
when Arlol t was on with those 
lyrical descriptives-'‘As Lillee's 
balding head turns lightly 
tonsured you miglit say—and he 
Boycott Is gone, his helmet now off 
and in the crook ofhis arm. like a 
knight at arms, alone and palely 
loitering...." 

No one can ever take his place 
nor erase the memories that one 
associates with him. May his soul 
rest in peace. 

SRINIVASAN UMASHANKAR 
Magpur. 


Kapil Dev: going great guns 


redist'overed his outswlngers. In 
the Brisbane Test, it was these 
deliveries that spelt the end of 
Border and Dean Jones. 

Keep It up Kapil! Show to the 
world that you still have the 
potential to give nightmares to the 
best batsmen in the world. And 
here’s wishing you all the best for 
crossing the 400 wickets record 
soon. 

NAVEENGOYAL. 

Jodhpur 


A sad loss _ 


I T is Indeed shocking to learn 
about the sad demise of John 
Arlott. Regarded as the most 
peerless commentator, he was 
associated with the Test match 
Special Team of the BBC for nearly 
three decades. Interestingly 
enough. It was against India that 
he made his debut way back in 
1946and ended his broadcasting 
careerin 1980duringthe 


Disappointing 


T I1E year-end issue of 
Sports world was a real 
di.sappointment. Tlie only readable 
and enjoyable article in the Issue 
was t he list of events that occurred 
in 1991. 

Please do not give us medlexrre . 
fare like this in future. 
ARTAMISHRA, 

Cuttack. 


Keep it up, Ravi 


I T was really a pleasent surprise 
when one heard about the 
double century that Shastri scored 
against Austr^ia. There couldn’t 
have been a more appropriate time 
and venue for that score. Just 
when people were again 
questioning the efllclency ofhis 
batting and in some cases the logic 
behind his selection he did a 
wonderful Job with both the bat 
and the ball. Proves that he is still a 
long way from becoming a sptent 
force. One hopes that he could 
keep up this good form in the later 
matches. Indian cricket could 
certainly benefit from it. 

Here's wishing him all the best. 
RAJEEV GANGULY. 

Bump^ir. 













QUIZ 

QUESTIONS 

1. Who is awarded the George Halas 
Trophy’ 

2. For which game is Toronto Maple 
Leaf famous’ 

3. What IS Wanderers Stadium’ 

4. The yellow jersey, we know, 
distinguishes the race leader in 
Tour^ France But what is the 
‘pink jersey’’ 

5. For what do the initials NAYC 
stand’ 

6 In which year did the erstwhile ' 
USSR host the first goodwill 
Games’ 

7. Who IS regarded the father of 
rhythmic gymnastic’ 

8 What IS pesapa/Zo’ 

9. Who are the waZ/ad/es’ 

10. How many members did the ITTF 
have at its foundation’ 

ANSWERS 

1 The ‘outstanding defensive player 
in football’ in USA's national 
football league (American 
Football) 

2 Ice hockey 

3 Cricket ground in Johannesburg, 
South Afnca. 

4 Obviously an imitation of the 
French Idea, it distinguishes the 
race leader in Giro d'ltaiia 

5 National Association of Young 
Cricketers (England) 

6 1986 

7 Emile Jacques Oalcroze, a Swiss 
teacher and composer 

8 Finnish baseball, although literally 
It IS 'nestbair (in English) 

9 Representative Rugby Union 
teams of Australia, popularly so 
called after the animal found 
extensively in Australia 

10 Eight. 

CHESS 

G AKRI's Gremlin is Harvard 
Don Boris Gulko who has a 
thrce-lovc kadln personal 
encounters. 

TNwlce-Sovlct'Champion Gulko 
Beat Kasparov In '81 .'83 and 90. 
The reason for Ganl’.s remarkable 
minus score according to GM 
Keene is Gulko's especially 
provocative style. Gulko likes 
playing apparently dubious 


QimTCHESS/BRIDGE 

positions that In reality are totally 
sound. Kasparov has always 
overreached in at tempting 
refutation. , 

White: Gulko Vs Black: 

Kasparov Linares '90. 

1 CM Nf6 2 C4 g6 3 Nc3 Bg7 4 E4 d6 5 f3 
04) 6 Be3 c6 7 Bd3 eS 8 dS bS 9 cb$ cd510 
edS e411 Ne4 NdS 12 BgS Qb6. Having 
sacnflced to rip open the long 
diagonal and the renter, black 
plays a novelty. 12-Qu.5 13Qd2 
Qd2 14 Dd2 Bb2 15 Kb 1 Bg7 was 
Timman-Kasparov'88. But ISRdl 
Is an improvement a.s in 
Re/uvaev'l.autier '89 13 0d2 Nd714 

Bo4 NSW 15 Nf6 Bf6? Uter Black said 
that 15-Nm 16 Be3 Rp8 17 K(2 Re31 
or 16Ne2Re8 l7Bh4d5 18Bf2 
Qe6 19 Bd3 Ne4I would be better. 

16 BfS Nf617 Ne2 RSB18 04)4) dS 19 Bd3 a6 

20ba6d42TKb1Ra3 

(See Dlagratn). 

While has to clrcumvenl a few 
threats like 22-Rd3 and 
consolidate. 22 Bc4 Ba6 23 Ba6 RaS 24 
Nd4 Res The threat oi 24-lka 3 25 
Nc2 Rc2 26 Qd8 Qd8 27 Rd8 Kg7 
28 Na3 does not work. 

25 Ne2l b8 26 Nc3 Qb4 27 Rhel Rd6 28 
Qc2 Rdb6 29 Re2 Qf4 30 h3 Rc6 31 Qd2 Of 5 
32 Kal Rb7 33 Qh6 Rc8 34 Red2 Qa5 35 Qe3 
Kg7 36 g4 Re8 37 Qd4 Rd7 38 Qf2 Rc7 39 
Rd3 Ra8 40 Qd2 h6. White now goes 
over to the attack and forces the 
issue. 41 Rd6 Rc4 42 Rd4 Rac 43 Kbi Cle5 
44 f4 Q«6 45 Qe2 Rd4 46 Rd4 Qb6 47 Qd2 
Qa6 48 Qd3 Qc6 49 83 Qg2 50 Rd6 Rb8 51 
082 Qhl 52 Ka2 R08 53 Qd3 Rel 54 Qd4 

m- 

Davaagsliu Outta 


that everyone feels he could have 
found the right play. When the solu¬ 
tion is not known, however, the 
simplest things do not strike one's 
mind. The best play award in the 
1991 European Community cham¬ 
pionship at Athens went to Shmuel 
Friedman of Israel for a hand 
which involved no complicated 
coup but simply required the abili¬ 
ty to keep one's eyes open for hidd¬ 
en entries. Now there, I have given 
away a vllal clue, but even so 1 
doubt whether there would be 
many who would find the right 
play:- 


NOHTH (duinmy) 

* AKO 
V K875 

* AK 104 
« 32 


WC5T 
« 10964 
« 0103 
♦ J693 

4 108 


tASr 

* 853 
V A962 

* 92 

* KQ97 


SOUTH 

• J72 

* J4 

• Q87 

* AJ6S4 


WES1 NORTH EAST 

1« PASS 

PASS 3 NT All Paw 



BBIPGE 

B RIDGE Is a stnmge game. Once 
one knows the solution to a 
bridge problem. It seems so easy 


West led his tourth best spade, 
dummy winning Friedman. 

South, led a club to the jack, which 
held. What next? 

Even though four tricks arc there 
in diamonds, with the 4-2 club 
break and the Iieart ace oflslde, 
there docs not seem a way to score 
nine tricks unless one can convert 
the fifth club Into a winner. The pro¬ 
blem was that declarer could give 
up a club, win the spade relum. 
come lo hand with the diamond 
queen and give up another club but 
there would be no entiy left to enjoy 
the set-up club in hand. 

However. Friedman iound a sim¬ 
ple solution to this knotty problem.' 
He played a set ond spade and then 
led a club to the ace and continued 
with a third round of clubs, discard¬ 
ing dummy's blocking spade 
queen on this trick. Now East had 
to open up a red Suit to give decla¬ 
rer his ninth trick or else continue 
spades which gives South an addi¬ 
tional entry with the Jack to set up 
and Uien enjoy the flfih club. 
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THE TEST SERIES 


CAN INDIA 
SQUARE IT? 


After finally getting 


their act together 


at Sydney, the Indians 


have demonstrated 


that they have the 


potential to square the 


series...and save some 


face. David McMahon 


points out why 


there are sUll 
members of the breed 

F who think Test 
cricket IS an 
anachronism in this 
age of instant results 
and the thrill of the one-day game, 
then 1 have only one piece of advice 
to offer Ring Channel Nine 
headquarters, ask for the publicity 
department and ask someone to 
gave you a set of unedltediapes of 
the fourth day's play in the third 
Test at Sydney between Australia 
and India in the current series 
You want drama? You'll find it 
there You want heroism? You’ll 
find it there. You want great 
batting? Ditto. Great fielding? 

Ditto Courage? Ditto Skill, guile, 
guts, persistence, sheer class? 
Ditto, ditto, ditto, ditto, ditto to all 
the above. 
























Ripley (he of believe It or not 
fame) would have revelled In the 
fact that the Indian squad, which 
had capitulated In the Melbourne 
Test only three days earlier, was 
suddenly playing to Its true 
capacity This was a side of whose 
collective skills 1 had trumpeted 
great things even before the team 
•left the shores of India This was a 
side whose potential batting 
strength—note. 1 use the word 


There was not one 
single factor that 
transformed the 
Indians into the 
cricketing 
equivalent of a 
commando unit 




potential because, collectively, 
that strength had sUll not even 
been hinted at. let alone fully 
proved—and class had been 
unmatched for years So what 
happened'^ How is it that a side 
which had lost the first two Tests 
Inside of five days suddenly found 
the Inner fire and fortitude to spark 
a revival and a complete 
turnaround In form and gnt? 

Cricket, they say. Is a funny old 












game The Sydney Test proved that 
with a vengeance. Having scored 
enough runs to put Australia ^ 
under pressure when the home 
side batted for the second time, the 
Indians went for the kill and at 2 for 
31 It looked as though th^ would 
succeed dramatically At six down 
things looked even better for the 
tourists, hungry for the kill At 
eight down, the issue looked 
almost resolved And then, when 
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the Indians looked set to win the 
Test, Merv Hughes and Allan 
Border saved it for Australia. 

Make no mistake about Hughes. 
He may cany a fair bit of girth. but 
he IS about the most competitive 
cricketer in the land. And. like any 
(all-end Test batsman, he fancies 
his chances with a bat in his hand. 

I once saw him get 70-odd against 
the West Indies three years ago, 
when the rest of the team had made 









little more than 150. Giving Merv 
Hughes a bat and saying "Go and 
save the Test match, mate" is the 
equivalent of giving Sir Francis 
Drake a few ships and telling him 
to sink the Spanish Armada. 
Hughes succeeded with about as 
much ease as Drake, too. 

It is ironic, now. looking back on 
that Test match, to think that, 
when the light was less than 
perfect on the tliird evening, the 
Indian batsmen exercised the 
option of going off. With the benefit 
of hindsight, the time saved if they 
had batted on would then have 
been on India's side (as opposed to 
Australia's) when the tourists 
sought to drive the dagger home to 
the hilt on that eventful fifth 
evening. 

'There was not one single factor 
that transformed the Indians into 
the cricketing equivalent of a 
commando unit. No. nothing that 
you can put your finger on. But 
everythingjust seemed to come 
toge^er. and they did It with such 
cloBQ that Australia suddenly 
loqkid startling]^ vulnerable. 'The 
batting moved into hi^ gear and 


Shastri's knock impressed even 
Dean Jones, who took his catch 

Just when it looked as if 
Azharuddln would cut loose. David 
Boon, century maker in Australia's 
first Innings, pulled off an amazing 
now-IVe-got-lt-now-I-haven't-oh-y- 
es-l-have-thank-Chrlst catch at 
short leg. going one way and then 
the other, snatching at the ball 
with his left hand, deflecting it and 



then diving the other way to take it 
In his right. 

Shastri had ended the fourth day 
five short of a hundred and it was a 
pleasure to see him In action on the 
fifth morning. 'The hundred, the 
150. the double centuiy. the 
landmarks came and went as he 
ground the attack to dust. True. 
Bruce Reid was off the field, the 
man who caused such havoc in the 
Melbourne Test, but even though 
Australia were without their strike 
bowler, the rest gave no quarter. 
Hughes and McDermott bowled as 
If their lives depended on it. Mark 
Waugh gave nothing away. The 
leg-spinner Shane Wame bowled 
more than 40 overs with few errors 
and little leeway for the batsmen. 
Border bowled his orthodox 
left-arm stuff with tight lips. 

In fact. It was Border who almost 
had Shastri cau^t and bowled 
shortly after the tall all-roimder 
had got past 150.'The ball was 
travelUiiig hard and fast and It was 
on Border's wrong side, but that 
was ^ last chance Shqstrl gave. 
After the reprieve, he played Some 
plumtom stndghtdrivra before the 






next delivei^', steeling himself to go 
on, knowing that the chances of 
victory depended on his ability, not 
just to stay there, but to accelerate 
and force the pace 

Shastri taclded Wame with 
consummate ease, threatening to 
blow him out of the attack, lofdng 
him over the outfield as though he 
were pla 3 nng a one-day match and 
contemptuous of the fielding 
circle. Tendulkar played and 
missed at Wame three or four 
times early in his inhings and the 
television cameras did catch the 
leg-splnner mouthing an oath that 
itQrmes with "truck" (it certainly 
wasn’t'luck"l). 

But It was fascinating stuff, the 
old hand and the rookie grinding 
the attack relentlessly, Wame 
bonded well enough to get four 
wickets, but he finished the Test 
with onty one for ISO, the onl^ 
wicket being Shastrl's when he 
finally mlscued one well into the 
afternoon. These two men. Shastri 
and 'Tendulkar, brought the crowd 
at the SCG to its feet, Shastri 
revelling in the s(Ht of form he had 
dls{day^inthe 198SBensonand 


Hughes; caught Prabhakar. 
bowled Tendulkar, But he’d saved 
the Test by then 

Hedges World Championship of 
Cricket. There was a standing 
ovation for Shastri, both 
sheet-anchor and destroyer, when 
he finally departed and Dean 
Jones, who had taken the catch off 
Wame’s bowling ran all the way to 
put his arm around the batsman's 
shoulders as he left the middle 
One shudders to think how 



many more runs India would have 
led by if Kapil Dev had been fit to 
come m at the fall of Shastrl’s 
wicket, but one thing is for certain, 
fhe lead would have been closer to 
240 or even 250if the Australian 
fielding had not been so 
inspirational that day. Here was a 
side, one boader short, struggling 
to contain two batsman who 
scored more than 350 mns 
between them, and still the fielders 
perfoimed the crlcketti^ 
equivalent of putting their lives on 
the line. Jones and Waugh In 
particular threw themselves at 
eveiythlng" without them Shastri 
would have scored 250. probably. 

So India cannot win this series. A 
pity, because thqr looked as 
though the Sydney win would 
inspire them to greater things in 
the next two. Butlthastau^tus 
two things: If motivated, this 
Indian side could be the nucleus of 
the best in the world. And. more 
important^, a Ijlstorlc one-day 
series against ^uth Africa can 
never take the place of a proper 
warm-up for a five-day series 
against this Australian side. 
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^^:ii4tll^eo«6*Q««rii)r> , 

^''<M»Mm'» i<UM.l,«i*ti;';. 

vV iKL«bt play hiK^ with 
trt^wami.iOia»enx** ' 
C%'«pn*tittttloB. 8 oit.*> 
If ife«*tl»lwyou*irp 0 ot 
f' «o«6rkottt for 
'' yooraalf. Of oaaxam, 

. tharaaxaaeiM 
aadlana that affaet 
aXlofua.btttlf 
.ycni'rapashlaa 
Xlplta, thanyou 
battar liatan to your 
bodyfirat. 

jayadratha Daa of 
Calcutta and Anauaaa 
Pattanayak f ran 
oriaaaeonfaaa 
readily that thay'ra 
fond of thalr food 
<bay« uhoian't?) and 
wouldllka to drop a 
fawkiloB of fat. M. 
Shaf aagua Baaaan in 
juat eonoamad about 
hiadlat. Plrat 
thina*auya« la to 
■aatob what you' ra 
putting ihto year 
. nouth.Alltha 

anareiaa in tha world 

won'tbalpif allym 

Mjcflropaatrioa and 
^^Praana. On tha 
J^iarhaad. if you 


. %wib0i0»kX^fim 

. agatia»«iirif tait.fof; : 

' ei'lxitig'. ■'....-> ,■'■■•■■'^‘f 

M'toK'^iaMAciiad'.' 
youewiddf I’t'a •' ' 
aarotoic act irlty that 
you' ra looking for. 
Pulloathbaa 
onaakara and pooh 4 ' 
tha pavanant. ,doin an 
aardbloaolaaa <hay. 
it ion't Juat aiaoy 
atuf f). or aalng that 
akinpinaropa. 
Nhatavfr you ehooaa* 
you' va got to gat that 
haart-rataupand 
bumealoriaa. Tbat'a 
thaonlywayto 
contettha good lif a. 
pradipto 

Bhattacharjaa, of 
caleutta* baatha 
oppoaita problan. 

Ha' a haavlly intohia 
workout—air daya a 
waak. ayaawa'ra 
Iroraaaadl—but 
ooaplaina of being 
bored* • .aadtootbini. 
Talkaibout luck. XOOW 
irtiat, PradiptoT You ‘ 
ahooldaaaaatfa.' 
little.,Yhf^way 
Jyou' il jilva^your- '' '■' •i;. 
nuaola^ asm r^« .4w 




■.•w-V.'/'-sn 

'.•ta'-jsiii 


'iiara'ijj»iMiiuM^y’<'< 
'aofedolagjdjg-aaaiaf/ 
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IflATOULDyou 
WW rather watch 
Edberg play Chang or 
watch Connon*. Borg. 
McEnroe and Vilas?" 
challenges John Uoyd. 

"If In the next two or three 
years, all these guys Join, 
then the senior 
(35-and-over)rlrcult 
could have bigger, better 
names than the regular 
ATT circuit. " 

That scenario would 
Ignite Interest in senior 
tennis as never before. 
Unlike pro golf, where 
senior lour star Lee 
Trevino amazingly 
earned more prize money 
In 1990 than eveiyone on 
the main tour, the 
Prudential St'ciirilies 
Grand Champions 
tennis circuit has 
struggled during its 
11 -year existence. 

"Now we’re reaching 
maybe 10 to 20 percent 
of our potential," 
assessed Sherwood 
Stewart as a masseuse 
rubbed his 42-year-old 
body between matches 







BJom Borg: 

WlllvInt^montBH^ , 
conwalivo? ‘ ' 


at the season-ending 
$100.000 tournament at 
Turnberry Isle. Florida. 
'Tennis hasgolFs senior 
circuit potential.But it's 
going to take some high 
name recognition 
players. 

"AH of us have names 
but none of us are 
superstars," points out 
the articulate Stewart. 
"Most of us playing now 
(on the senior circuit) 
have won our Grand 
Slam titles in doubles. 
Only Stan (Smith) and 
file (Nastase) have won 
(major) singles titles. If 
you have big names, 
superstars, you'll get 
more sponsorship 
money, more prize 
money and then you'll 
get more TV 
(coverage).It's all 
interlocked." 

The first key that will 
turn on the 35s circuit, 
which will be run by the 
ATP in 1992. is the 
legendary BJom Borg 
who'll make his senior 
debut at Indian Wells, 
California, In Febmary. 
"BJom was such a huge 
name, and then he Just 
disappeared (when he 
suddenly retired In 
1983)," says Stewart. 
"There's a mysdque. Now 
people will have a chance 
to relive those old 
memories.” 

Connors. 39. has 
expressed interest in 
Joining the senior tour 
for the second half of 
1992. The consummate 
street fighter, Jlmbo 
helped spark America's 
tennis brom in the 1970s 
andma^lfteMMl^ 
.boosted Ue spgp^iggin 
.with Ms iSiftl tTs. Open 
bofxiitk! *dimmy was 


paid one of the highest 
compliments when Joe 
Montana and Sugar Ray 
Leonard talked about 
admiringly watching 
Jimmy on TV," observes 
Stewart. "You see that 
superstars in other 
sports have a lot of 
respect for tennis 
players." 

John McEnroe would 
have to wait two more 
years before becoming 
eligible, but the senior 
tour would give this 
extraordinary 
shotmaker a chance to 
revitalize himself against 
older players. "John is 
not m love with the game, 
and he probably now 
feels that once he’s done 
with the proper circuit, 
that's the end," says 
Lloyd who won the 
Tumbeny Isle tourney. 
"But retiring leaves a big 
void in your life. John is 
veiy competitive, and it’s 
not easy to let it go. A lot 
of people miss the fun. 
the competition, and 
change their minds." 

"Sitting around—even 
with all their 
money—gets boring," 
agrees Ross Case, a 
1970s doubles standout. 
"They (former 
champions) have much 
more fun sUll doing what 
they do best and playing 
golf, having a beer and 
hanging around with 
your buddies." 

Vilas, whose passion 
for tennis hasn't waned, 
is a likely 1992 senior 
circuit player. The 
handsome, macho 
Aigentine is especial!^ 
popular in South 
America, FVance, Itafy 
and Germany. 
Flamboyant and 


outspoken Vitas 
Gerulaitis. a TV tennis 
analyst nowadays, 
would be another 
excellent drawing card. 
"With Mac and Jimmy 
playing. I have an idea h 
may play." says Stewart 

ITie players and ATP 
Director of SenlorTour 
Jim McManus are 
discussing various 1991 
tournament formats 
both to maximize the 
drawing power of 
sup<‘rstars Boig and 
Connors and to 
accommodate their 
demands for guarantee: 
(viz., appearance fees). 
"Ifyou went to Jimmy, 
he’d want $ 100,000 a 
week But he couldn't g{ 
that." explains Stewart. 
'We’H tell them. 'Ifyou 
drop your prices now. 
this circuit can be 
around a long time. If yo 
play 10 (events) a year, 
it's $500,000 for some 
tennis, golf and 
sociali/ing'." 

Besides the traditiona 
single-elimination 
format, there could be 
separate 35 and 45 
singles divisions with 
older stars like Rod Lave 
and Ken Rosewall 
incorporated into the 
doubles events. Another 
scoring idea to keep the 
action fast and furious ii 
best-of-3 tie-breaker 
shootouts. Perhaps, the 
most appealing format 
would be a slim, elite 
nine-player draw. Hctc 
eight players battle it ou' 
with the winner facing 
Connors or Borg in the 
final. 

Whatever the formal 
senior tennis appears <xn 
the verge of a golden era. 
"It's going to be huge in 
ano&es two or three 
years," predicts 1980 
Australian Open finalist 
Kim Warwick, "once 
corporations and 
television realize the 
heroes of Open Tennis 
are out there on the tour. 
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IlsTimeYou Felt The PACE 



A Pace IS nine o'clock nattiness. And a five o' clock fever. 
It IS an affair with achievement A romance with work 
Pare is success strapped on to the wnst. 

It's styles that mean business. And colours that really work. 

Pace IS belief that are just racing to go 
In other words, it’s you. A 



Over 100 pace-setting designs 
Pnced between Rs. 369 and Rs. 508 
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I fcnowlM'sAiMlralhin and Iw’s 
ooidMd by Bol) Carmlciuwl, I 
found that out on th* goH 
oouraa.... It*a amaxing «what you 
can find out on a floN cowao. 
IVAN LENDL’S tavourite foim of 
relaxation is playing golf. And it has 
its side ben^ too ..as » revealed 
vdwn fw sums up hb knowledge of 
his second-round opponent R^ier 
RasheedofAustrella. 
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: CRY iHEEDOM: For a hlgb-proIHe superstar, success may 
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MY colleagues tdU me that there Is a lot of 
concern back home over the inconsistent 
‘and somewhat Irrational performances of 
the I:idian cricket team. They also tell me 
that there Is a great debate and concern 
over our captain Mohammad Azharuddln: 
his batting form and his future as captain. 

Both within and outside the Indian 
team there seem to be two contrasting 
opinions about the situation the team now 
faces in the last part of the tour Down 
Under. 

There are the sympathisers who feel 
that Azhar isn’t doir^ too bad ajob as 
captain, and though his batting form Is a 
major problem, given time and the 
necessary supj^rt and taking his class 
into consideration, he can weather the 
storm. And there are pjM>ple in the Indian 
cricket team aswell aa the Indian and 
Australian press, who believe that he can 
return to scoring runs: and as such, there 
imt anything r^ly wrong with his 
captaincy. 

On the other hand, there are those who. 








I 


are not so sympathetic. Who believe that It 
is both his uninspired captaincy and poor 
form that has contributed to a state of 
aifatrs where it seems that the captain has 
no faith in the team and the team has no 
confidence in the leader They point out 
that Azhar is too rigid in his strategy, not 
flexible enough to accommodate the 
prevailing circumstances on the field and 
moreover, his fickleness with the bat isn't 
doing his cause any good 
What of course you want to knowls. who 
is right? It would be difficult to give you a 
precise and concise answer but will 
attempt to provide the general picture 
from which you could make your own 
decision 

It is no secret, and A/har read% admits 
it even now when the Australian media 
pops him the question, that the captalniy 
was thrust upon him 
Border like an absolute bolt 

“KW H.w», 

congratulations more or less a 
aner saving the 

Sydney Test Axhar compromise 
(patting him on the candidate for the Job: 

*tollSmfmmThfnon-controversial. 
experienced Aussie cut away from the 
skipper politics 






ofthe Board and at that time, a 
performer. Though his lade ofexperioice 
as captain was cause for concern, he 
could always learn on the Job. And Azhar 

still believes he is in the learning process. 

« 

Tou are always learning. You keep 
learning especially when you are 
shrugging. And in this game, everybody is 
learning all the time. No one can any that 
he kiiows eveiythliig about the gaine. 80 
yes, obviously, I am still very much in the 





process of learning'' he sa 3 rs. 

But this paitloilar ttparnlng pnicess Is a 
lesson he would not like to gojthrou^ a 
sectmd time over because the Australian 
tour has bean nothing short of a 
nightmare for him. And it shows (»i his 

fiace. 

When 1 told him of the imnpstlgaUona 1 
was doing aiMl that I wanted to speak to 
him. he was a little reluctant 1 don’t want 
toget lnioallthat''he toldmepoUt^. 


Cana 

nonparforming 
captain motivata his 
taam? That’s tha 
quastlon 


1 believe you are angiy with the press, is 
that the reason?*, I asked. “No it’s not that 
it’s Just no use billing up all those things 
again. Things have been cleared up 
anyway." he tidd me. 

He was b(dh right and wrong. Normally 
a very cool and calm guy. Aahar is 
somewhat annoyed with the i»ess 
espedalfy with scnne Australian 
Journalists. 

Three rumours, of a serious nature, had 




Even though 
he isn’t 
making runs, 
Azhar’s 
fieidingsure 
saves runs 
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^ ^har’s 
■k^l^entst 
the 

^H|Ky 


^har’sgettinahis I 
ypents taken off by 
the Aussie 
...but is he 
ily to blame? 





led to confusion, back-biting, accusations 
and general bad blood both In the team 
and the media. And one suspects between 
ttietwo. 

First, and of m^or importance, was the 
rumour that Azhar would be asked to step 
down before the World Cup began. 

Then there was the report that 
Srlkkanth had asked to be left out of the 
Sydney Test because of his lack of form. 

And lastly there was the revival of the 
debate over Manql Prabhakar's action. 

All three stories appeared in the 
Australian press and though mudi ttme 
has passed since, the repercussions ate 
stin being fisltOf vital Importance here Is. 
how the media got hold the rumours. 

Was it that the Australian press was Just 
shooting in the dark or were the stories 
jdanted fay vested interests? When tlie 
Aahar captain^ story J^ke and 
questions about the source crc^nred up, 
things came to a head adien it was 
rumoured that it came from within the 
Indian team Itsdf. Even If an Indian {dayer 
had given vent to Ms feelings 
off-the-reoonl to an liidlan JoiunaUst. 





both of them would, have known the 
frultlessness of the discussion. Azhar had 
been named captain for the entire tour 
which included the World Cup and 
therefore the question of him stepping 
down doesn't really arise. 

Whereas the captaincy rumour 
had—and probably still has—some 
substance behind It, In the sense that the 
skipper was having a bad time with his 
own form and the team's performance, the 
Srikkanth episode wsis more bewildering. 
Srlkkanth still claims that he said nothing 
of the sort. "My father phoned me from 
Madras and asked me what I was up to. I 
couldn't sleep that night", he recalls, still 
very annoyed with the whole controversy. 

Manager Abbas All Balg even 
supposedly thanked Srlkkanth for his 
"generous gesture in the interests of the 
team." Prabhakar's suspect jetton has 
come up before on other tours and unless 
the Australian Journalist who did the story 
had known about it. which Is very 
doubtful, there was no way he could have 
written what he had without a tip-oif. 

Abbas All Baig and Azhar prefer not to 
comment on the rumours calling them "a 
figment of someone's imagination.'' Azhar 
himself stopped speaking to Indian 
Journalists for some time and still refused 
to talk to any Australian Journalist telling 
them “GotoGregItitchiesincehe 
knows more about the Indian team than 
anyone else." Ritchie has been running 
down the India team whenever asked for 
his opinion, saying that the tourists are no 
teamatall. 

It was little wonder that Azhar was a 
little riductant to taHtto me. It was after 
Indlawere battered In the first WSC final 
at the MCG that I decided to make my final 
attmpt at speaking to the Indian skipper. 

As sooit as the gama vms Kiq>ll Dev 

prolonging the agony pei^ps'to prove a 
point to hfs taam, I Went api;^ to the 
Indian dres^ng loonu Dilip Vengsarkar 
Was die first to nneige. Annoyed at being 
odnt^dalily i^puffedfo^ 






in spite of the lack of stability in the Indian 
batting, he didn’t seem too cut up about 
his team’s loss. A pointer enough to the 
strife in the team. The rest of the players 
followed. Single file, no talking, no 
expressions on their faces. Then I spotted 
Azhar. He came through the door and 
before 1 could throwa question, grab my 
notes or my dictaphone he rattled oiThis 
monologue. 

’This is the worst cricket an Indian team 
has ever played. Ifyou keep playing this 
way you shouldn’t be playing for the 
Indian team.” Even if his words were a 
gross exaggeration one would have to 
forgive him. because the man seemed 
mentally shattered. It seemed he had lost 
all hope in his team. He Just kept going: ”I 
have nothing more to say. What else can I 
say. We keep repeating the same 
mistakes.” he said while his players 
walked past. “It’s the worst we’ve ever 
played,” he repeated, half hoping some of 
the players could hear what he was saying. 

And for that brief moment, you felt a 
wave of sympathy sweeping away all the 
criticism you had stored Inside you. You 
were going to let him have it from the hip, 
but his face and his words made you feel 
nothing but sympathy for this man. He, 
very obviously, was struggling and very 
frustrated, but had nowhere to hide. 

"There is no sense of urgency in this 
team...no sense of purpose." he said. And 
in a sense he was right. For a team so full of 
youth, the Indian fielding has not rated 
above mediocre on this tour. For a side so 
I^entyful in talent, the Indian batting has 
been the ultimate let-down. 

Without wishing to mention names. I 
can tell you there are some players who 
feel there is a belief in the Indian team that 
ifyou score or do well in one game then you 
can atford to take it easy for the next game. 
There are some who feel that Azhar should 
take a tough stand on this lack of uiigency 
orpi^Hpe. 

can a mother who has Jiuit 
er soup all over the table, tell her 



little child to be careful with the glass of 
water he has in his hands? That's the kind 
of situation Azhar flnds himself in. Having 
scored 10.12.6.6.21.31.13.22.2.4.8. 
22,5.13.11 in the 1 STest and one-day 
innings till the second flnal of the WSC 
series, how could the skipper pull up his 
batsmen for committing the same mistake 
over and over again? Desperate to score 
runs in order to gain the right to haul up 
his players. Azhar has tried 


h. 










unsuccessfully to hit himself out of 
trouble while at the crease. And this 
makes matters worse. 

"Everytlme Azhar walks in to bat. we 
said this might be his day. We have been 
saying It for the last two months," said one 
Indian Journalist travelling with the team. 
"We don't say it any longer. It’s like we 
have given up hope. It's become a joke 
now." 

Patrick Smlthers. cricket 


Azhar’* bast 
moment on tha tour 
so far. Catching 
Andy Cummins (In 
saquancd clockwise 
from top left) off 
Tendulkar to draw 
the first match 
against the West 
indies 
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correspondent for The Melbourne Age 
feels' "India is sadly lacking leadership. It 
is greatly handicapped by the fact that 
Azharuddln is haunted ly poor form and 
plagued by injuries. Azharuddin'S basic 
decency is his most apparent quality, but 
at the moment he seems to be searching 
deep within himself rather than catering 
to the needs of the team." 

Smlthers Is probably right. 
Azharuddin'S simplicity and basic 
goodness allow him to get on well with his 
boys. But even those who are willing to 
play their hearts out for their skipper and 
are ready to encotirage him to do well, feel 
that he should take the situation under 
control rather than let It drift. In short he 
should be strict with the players as far as 
their motivation is concerned. 

But how does a captain ask for 
performance from his players when he 
Isn’t providing it himself? How can a 
captain motivate a side when he himself is 
not performing'? 

Azhar feels the motivation should come 
from within each player. 'You can’t 
motivate eveiybody all the time," he says. 
'You can tell players once or twice, after 
that it’s up to them. You can’t motivate 
them eveiytlme," he repeats for emphasis. 

"I don’t mind taking the flak. After all I 
am the captain." he says but adds veiy 
diplomatically, "I haven’t seen much 
criticism about my captaincy." 

TTie major criticisms against his 
captaincy on the Held Is that he is far too 
rigid, not flexible enough In his strategy. 
•That’s If he has any strategy." said one 
wag. 

"We play to a plan," reports Azhar. "But 
what can I say if that plan is not 
Implemented on the field. I don’t believe In 
too many instructions. Tell me. how can 
you give instructions to someone who has 
played SOTests or 60Tests or 1(X)Tests? 
E^eiyone In this team knows what his job 
Is. He has to go out there and do it. And 
things haven’t gone our way." 

"I don’t read the newspapers at all. It’s 





very easy to ciiticise and all 1 can say Is 
that If they criticise, it’s their problem. 
They have to sell their newspapers and it 
doesn’t wony me or alTect me at all. When 
you’re not doing well, everything seems to 
look haywire. This game is veiy easy when 
you are doing well but extremely hard on 
you when you’re not." 

That’s surely an understatement. When 
the batting failed time and again during 
the opening days of the tour, it was 
attributed to lack of preparation and not 
being used to the conditions. Now even 
aAer two months the Indian batting, it 
seems, has still not come to terms with 
Itself. 

"On a tour you normally have one or two 
batsmen who score heavlty and the rest 
back up with some decent scores. If you 
lopk at the previous successful tours of 
England and Pakistan that was what 
•happened. Not all batsmen come good on 
one tour. But in this case no one has been 
exceptional and there have been too many 
batsmen out of form. We have kept 
repeating the same mistake time and 
again and that has been the reason for our 
inconsistency," says the captain. The 
Indian bowling, at first thought to be a 
fluke, has maintained its form. It would be 
veiy unfair if the captain isn't given credit 
when the bowling does well. For he 
obviously had a part to play in that 
success. 

But more Importantly how long does he 
think his bad form with the bat will last 
considering it is so Important to his 
position as captain and the morale of the 
team? 

”I Just have to keep going at it and try 
harder, ” he says. 

But the point (s with so much of the tour 
remaining, how long does the skipper give 
hfmself. 

’Tm not setting any time limits for 
myself. I’ll just have to canyon,’’ 

Cany on, even if the bad form doesn’t 
end? Azhar answers that question with , 



the logic that he isn’t the first captain to be 
in this position 'It’s not the first time this 
kind oi thing has happened to a captain 
Why. it happened m Australia itself to the 
great Gavaskar So its not the end of the 
world.' he says 

But is Azhar as shr«vd and as smarta 
thinker as Gavaskar was? In other words 
does he have the mental capacity to 
overcome the cnsls? 

Border feels that people are being too 
harsh and sympathises with the Indian 
captain When I first started off as 
captain, I too went through what Ashar is 
going through now I had problems with 
the pi css and problems with captaincy 
The only dlifei ence was that I was getting a 
few more runs than A/har is at present, 
but there were times when 1 hated tlie 
press and hated being captain 

Was there any time in the tour that 
A^har felt the same?This is a question the 
skipper refuses to answer Just as he 
refuses to answer the other questions of 
vital importance 

Had he not been captain would he have 
been dropped from the team for his lack of 
form'-* 

No comment ’ 

Or lets put it anot her way supposing 
another batsman in the team were to go 
through a similar bad patch averaging 
below 15. would he have been able to hold 
onto his place as Azhar has? 

I will not answer those kind of 
questions, the skipper maintains Azhar 
turns down answering these questions 
almost in anger, his frusb'ation getting the 
better of his good nature Itie next few 
questions are also answered m the same 
tone and mood 

What do the players think of their 
performance? Are they satisfied or 
depressed*? 

'You will have to ask them that Ask the 
players that, he counters 

But isn't the captain the spokesman for 
his team? 


"Not in this case You will have to ask 
them,” he says almost in disgust 
What do thqr think about the skipper's 
form? 

‘Again you'll have to ask them, and then 
suddenly he allows himself an almost 
sarcastic smile, bad, I suppose 
If it comes to the crunch will Uio skippci 
drop himself? 

I told you I will not answer those kind of 
questions, he says and then tries 
desperately to end the conversation wit h a 
courteous is it over?’ 

It was indeed Because it was in the 
answers to those very questions that the 
solution to the problem lay And sadly the 
answers to those questions tlie captain 
refused to answer is unanimous fc.ven t he 
greatest of Azhar sympathisers andlm 
truely one of them, knows that in i eality 
the skipper c ould never have been able to 
hold on to his place in the side but for his 
position And deep down in his heart 
Azhar too probably knows thatis true But 
he desperately tries to keep fighting the 
truth keeping it in his heai t rather than 
allowing it to travel to his head Foi in 
situations like these, it is the head and not 
the heart that governs a man and that s a 
pity because our captain is a man wit h a 
simple mind and a heart of gold 
I m sure in spite of the disappointing 
moments they have pi ovided you will join 
me in wishing him and his team the very 
best, for the rest of the tour.espet tally the 
World Cup Till then we can only wait 
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PIARSHA BHOGLE watched both 
WSC finals, in Melbourne and 
Sydney, and came away 
convinced that India could have 
put up a better fight.,.if they felt 
like it 


I T was to be one final with a 

of the bluest morale boosting win 

events of the over the West Indies, 

biggest cricket They believed another 

season moment of Inspiration 

Australia has could have brought them 

ever had. For the another win. 

Australian Cricket Th^ left that moment 

Board, for Channel 9. for in the lobl^. And without 

Benson and Hedges and it. seemed strangely 
for the cricket follower in unarmed, putting up 
Melbourne eager to be what Azharuddin called 
among the first to sit in the "worst performance 
the Grea t Southern since I stauled playing for 

Stand. India." 

It could also have been There were 40,000 
a big evening for the people at the MCG and 

Indian cricket team. they hail their own little 

Strange as It may islands of expectation, 

sound, both teams They had put up banners 

walked across from the saying. "If JoneS is 

Hilton to the MCG for the dropped, wejump". 

first final on a high. • Sitting as they were, in 
Australia were the the highest rung of the 

favourites, they had stands, it was quite a 

annihilated India in their threat! And the loudest 
last group match and cheer of the evening 

were head and shoulders came when Jones did 
above in the craft of walk out. "We felt Jonesy 

one-day cricket. India. had got his message and 
wlthaveiy fi/mtsenseof that he now had a point 
timing, had left the to prove" Border said 

biggest moment for the later. He did and a 

end and went into the partner^ip with David 








SPOT REPORT 



The Geoff Mereh-Devld 
Boon (bet reieed) 
comblnetlon wee too 
strong for Indie In the 
finele. Not eurprlebigly, 
they ehered the Men of 
the Final Bwsfd 

Boon provided the finest 
batting of the finals. 

Just before the game 
began, Boon had been 
' presented the Player of 
the Series award for the 
preliminaries. He batted 
like It was the opening 
coprse of a'huge mral. 
When Boon gets going. 1} 
normally spells danger 
because of his habit of 
converting a good score 
Into the starting point of 
a string. And as this 
quiet soft-spoken man 
lethisbatdo.allthe . 
talking, one finalised 
what a phenomenal Job 
hehaddonefor, 

' Austfalia- At 142-Jl, It. 





seemed that Australia 
would put up a record 
score and the Indian' 
attitude in Uie field 
seemed to confirm that. 

Adropped catch Is''' 
often the most visible •< 
'indicator of fielding 
poverty. But at the MCG, 
India displayed every 
single fielding crime;' 
some so fundamental 
that thei% was a call to 
return to the coaches; 
Throat were not backed » 
up to, short singles were 
allowed like it was 
donation time, there was 
nobody to receive throws 
at the bowlers* end and 
the half chance looked 
like a safe hit. In ftict, at 
one stage it seemed there 
were only three men 
cutting off the runs: 
Azharuddin in the Infield 
and Tendulkar and Amre 
in the deep. 

Luckily the bowlers 
who have been the real 

Indian elation, courtaay 
Ravi ShaatrTa left-arm 
epin. But It waan’t enough 











stars ot this tour pulled it 
back a bit tn the end and 
Australia only got 233, 
afler having been a safe 
bet for270 at one stage. 
And yet. the difference in 
the fielding standards 
meant that while 
Australia had effectively 
scored around 210, India 
would have to score 
something closer to 270. 

They never looked like 
getting there once 
Shastrl had been 
run-out and Sril kanth 
had fallen to a biilliant 
catch by PeterTaylor. 
Tliose two events 
highlighted the 
dilference between the 
two sides Shastn 
applauded his partner 
for running him out and 
Taylor demonstrated 
why bnlliance often 
emerges from 
perseverance Eight 
Indian wickets tumbled 
tor 67 runs after tliat to 
make it an embarrassing 
evening all around and 
lead to a quiet, 
contemplative flight to 
Sydney. 

India could only have 
improved from there. 
Another excellent 
bowling performance 
saw them restrict 
Australia to 208-9from 
50 overs: Verikatapathy 
Raju having Australian 
enttes In raptures with 
some excellent 
old-fa-shloned spin 
bowling which brought 
him 3-32 and opened up * 
the debate on whether 
spinners aren’t the more 
eflectlve bowlers in 
one-day cricket, 

A good wicket A fast 
outfield. And a relative^ 
small target. The perfect 
ingredients for a 
flf^tback. Or were they? 
Border said afterwards. 
"A lot of people from India 
and Pakistan feel a score 
like 208 should be an 
easy one to chase. In 
those countries, it 
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Steve Waugh did more damage with the ball 



The Auasie team apirit was a dominating factor 


probably Isn’t even a 
fighting total. In 
Australia, with long 
boundaries, and 
. therefore fewer big hits. 

It can be a most- 
challengmg score." 

At one stage it seemed 
India would pull it off. 
Emerging from a slow 
"start Shastrl had b^n 
to open out and 
Tendulkar was picking 
his runs like a magician 
would. But then Shastrl 
hurt his knee, an injury 
which would require 
surgery later on and 
when he was out, the 

asking rate had already 
climbed to 7. It was to 
claim two victims in 
Azharuddin and Kapil 
Dev. 

It was only afler Amre 
came to join Tendulkar 
that, all of a sudden, it 
seemed that a sense of 
purpose had been 
mjected into the 
proceedings. The singles 
were run craftily and the 
odd boundaries 
emerged. They brought it 
down to 20 from three 
overs when the bubble 
burst. Tendulkar’s run of 
luck ended, Amre went 
for the slog and India 
ended up seven run? 
short. 

Still, it had been a 
face-saving 

performance. And at the 
end of it all. it confirmed 
that for India to win a 
one-day match in these 
conditions. Srlkkanth 
and Tendulkar have to 
combine. And that in his 
quiet s^le, Tendulkar 
has emerged as the 
backbone of the Indian 
bat^pg. 

On this tour. 

Tendulkar alone has 
shown all the 
ingredients of betiig a 
otxe-day star. He hm r^n 
brilliantly between the 
wickets, has paced his 
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Man)relcar*s death 
wl8h...runoutinthe 
second final! 

Innings bedutifully. has 
joined Azharuddin as 
India’s second flelder of 
Iruty international class 
and has shown a 
thinking mind with the 
ball. Perhaps his only 
disappointment would 
be that he did not slog as 
well as he can. A good 
slog for example would 
have won India the 
second final. But then 
without his measured 
innings India wouldn't 
have got there. 

And in spite of the 
seeming gulf between 
the two countries, onfy 
one factor separated the 
two sides. Urgency. If 
you have it, you win. If 
you don't, you lose. 
Australia had it. India 
didn’t, m 
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[CRICKET SNIPPETS j 


D’YA WANT ONE 
BALL OR TWO? 


T HEcontKufisv ov(i thcuiieotlMllsforthe 
Woi kl C up (onl inues West Indian < aptain 
Ritchie Rich udson also entered the debate 
prior to his dt p ii tiite from Australia aftc i his l< am 
failed to m.iko I he WSC hnal saying 1 hat e xe c ssi\ e 



Do white iMiis (like the one being Used by Ambroee 
here) actually make life tougher for the batamen? 


movement of the wobbly while balls was detracting 
from the speclae le ol the one day game The way 
t hese balls are at the moment It would definitely be 
bettei to use one because they are doing loo much he 
said 

Richardson belle\ es that the nature of the white 
balls and the nile ol using one at eat h en9 in Australia 
was responsible for the low sc ores in the WSC 
(ompetition where only two 250 plus scores were 
ret orded It s taking a little bit away from the one day 
entt rtainment It s nice to see wickets fall but at the 
end of t he day everybody is looking to see your score 
dost to 250 he said 

Asked il he would like to see the return of thf days of 
whitetlothingandlhc redbiill Rithaidsonsaid No 1 
like this kind of t nckt l ihi answei is prob<ibly the 
use ol ont liall It s )ust that eai ly on It s vtry diflicult 
foi the batsmen btt ause the ball is doing so much 

Tilt issue of how many ballsjo use per innings is in 
a state of limbo with the World Cup cominiltee 
sinking an unusual conijiromise ol one ball for the 
games in New Zealand (where they apparently last 
longt r) and two for Australui (where they damage 
easier on the harder wit kt ts) Sevt i al nations have 
objt t ted to this disc repant y in the rules and many 
playt rs have t onimtiiled that the while balls used 
this St ason have shown a greater tc ndent y to swing 
than in pre\lous ycais 

On I he ev e of what was his last one day 
mU I national bt'lore t he World Cup Australian 
captain Allan Border joined the call for uniiomi 
pKiyingc onditions fot c rickt t s showpiece 
tournament Bordei said it was important that the 
samt i onditions applied on either sitieof the lasmaii 
Asked if he thought that one white ball c ould last long 
(nough to Ijc easily sighted towards the end of 50 
o>tis I3oi tier said 1 have my reservations I would 
prcitrlwo but I think its got to bt uniform Whether 
it s one or two it should be the same for both 

Sourt es say that though the playing conditions 
havt lieen gi\ en to the participating teams the 
i omniittee might i econsidei its decision to adopt 
dillt lent playing conditions in the two host nations 
rhe fac t that the playing t onditions had not been 
fonnally released to the press is also an Indit ation in 
this direction 

McDERMOTT: 
IRONMAN HIMSELF 


A ussie fast bowler Cralg McDermott attributes 
much of his success this season to his Btness 
He s worked on his Otness he says espec tally 
dunng the olTseason and it’s surely paying off 
My aim was to be fit enou^ to be able to bowl as 
well at 5 30 pm as I would at 10 30am hesays He 






You want fitness? Talk to Craig McOermott. While 
he may shy away from publicity, he’s a maniac 
about his personal form 

said the ofT season provided him with his platform. 
Five days a week he had two daily sessions consisting 
of a 8 km jog at 4 km pace. This was followed by a 
weight programme. The afternoon .session was a 4 km 
run or a45 minute bicycle ride and an hour at the gym. 

McDermott claims he does not follow a strict diet 
and succumbs to McDonalds once every couple of 
weeks. He eats a lot of pasta, salad and pizza but little 
red meat. He does not drink alcohol at home at all. But 
on tour, enjoys a light beer or two after the day’s play 
as well as a glass or two of ^ite wine with his meals. 

McDermott is also a strict non-smoker and makes 
sure that his roommates are-non-smokers. At least 
five Australian players smoke: Allan Border. David 
Boon, OeofT Marsh. Simon O’Donnell and Bruce Reid. 
McDermott, however, admits it is harder to keep up 
the fitness regime while on tour, but constant bowling 
and regular jogging keeps him at peak. ■ 

< The obsession with fitness began after he lost his 
place in the Australian side. Tt has basically got me 
back in the side.” he said. "I've.leamed my lesson." 
There will be niany batsmen who wish he hadn't! 


IF JONES IS DROPPED, 
WE’LL JUMP 


D ean JONES dropping to 12th man for the last 
league match of the WSC series received more 
coverage then the hosts winning the 
competition. The deep-rooted feeling In Jones is that 
he wants to entertain people: and the Jones boy likes 
to do it his way. 

"Entertainment is part of the game," he explains. "I 
like to entertain people, so If you muck it up. it's going 
to be big news and if you do well it’s going to be big 
news. That’s good and bad for me but you can’t haye 
your cake and cat it. We have to entertain people." 

"1 try to come across as a player who enjoys the 
game and has a good time and 1 think you have to 
promote that because the kids who see that will want 
to play the game as well. If you look dour and sour, the 
kids don't enjoy that but ifyou are full-on aggressive it 
gets through to people.” 



Dean Jones is an out*flnd«out entertainer. When he 
was dropped, Australia mourned 

Jones’ indifferent form fell way below the standards 
he has set for himself, and the one-game lesson he 
was taught by the selectors has come as a blessing in 
disguise. But that was a bad time, says Jones." It was 
only a few days but it was one hell of a nightmare. " 

His return to the team was an obvious relief to him, 
his team and the vast fan-following he has in this 
country, especially the group high up in the 
southern-stands at the MCG whose banner read: ’’If 
Jones gets dropped, we’ll jump." He wasn’t. They 
didn’t. And all was well in the one-day world. 

Aady O'Briwi, SydMjr 








TURF VIEW 


The grey filly 
upset the 
Rhythm of 
all the others 
to win 
the Bombay 
Derby 



O N SUNDAY. 

Januaiy 19.a#{rey 
filly named Rhythm 
threw the 
opposition olT-beat 
when she won the 
Gold Riband Indian Oaks at 
Donihay. It was a gutsy and 
courageous perlomiance by the 
daughter of Sovereign Silver and 
the victoiy earned her owners, a 
Gold 'lYophy valued at Rs.30.000 
along with the winner's purse of 
more than Rs.7 lakhs. Trained by 
Imtia/. Sait and ndden by Paul 
Ktldery. Rhythm won the fillies 
Dei by well enough to prove that 
over a mile and a half she was the 
best of the fairer sex. 

Of course, her work was made 
th.it much easier by the fact that 
the 1000 Gume.is winner. 
Dangerous Liasion had given the 
Oaks a pass in order to take her 
chance in the Derby which is to be 
run a fortnight later. Had she been 
around the outcome of the race 
might have been dtiferent. but that 
is mere speculation Rhythm went 
well enough to stay every inch of 
the way and record books will 
always show that she came out and 
won What the record books will 
not show is that Dangerous Liasion 
ditl not take part. 

Riiylhm is owned by Mr. and Mrs 
A.shok R. Patel. Mr. P.R. Patel and 
Mr D.R. Thacker and for them this 
classic victory meant a great deal. 
These were the same owners who 
bought a got abroad colt named 
Flirting Vision.then sold the said 
colt after he won his first start very 
impressively, for a phenomenal 
price to Dr. M.A.M. Ramaswamy. 
After that they had to suffer the 
trauma of watching Flirting Vision 
win the Bangalore Derby last year. 
Hence Rhythm had provided them 
with a certain degree of solace and 
you could not have seen a more 
delighted set of people than the 
Patels and the Thackers that 
afternoon. 

Eight fillies lined up to face the 
starter at the 2.400 metre marker. 
With Golden Horn the favourite, 
classified at the bottom of Class 2. 

It was surprising to see her 
installed as the favourite because 
she was yet to meet the class to 
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INDIRA GANDHI MEMORIAL INTERNATIONAL HOCKEY 


F or the Indian hockey 
team, the O^pic 
year started with a 
flourish. The recent 
6th Indira Gandhi 
Memorial 

International Hockey Tournament 
was the first step on the road to 
Barcelona. India emei^led 
triumphant In the seven-nation 
meet played on a round robin league 
basis. They did it in style winning all 
the six matches, scoring 26 goals 
and concedlngjust seven. This was 
a vast Improvement on last year's 
performance when at the same 


years ago. Will the long wait be over? 

Balklshen Sin^ is quietly 
confident. He said: "Winning six 
successive matches helps to 
develop the winning habit. Our 
success in this tournament has 
certainly Increased our player's 
confidence." However, he admitted 
that the penalty comer conversion 
rate still needed Improvement. 
India earned 40 penally comers In 
six matches. They scored Just 13 
goalsthatlsaratioof 1:3. Ofthe 13 
goals scored, four were against 
Japan, which was represented by a 
club side Hyojito of Nagoya: three 


only goal against a custodian of any 
calibre was against Ker^a. The 
third defender in the side, the 
26-year-old debutant^F 
sub-inspector Namah Murmur also 
strikes powerfully. He saved India's 
blushes by equalising when we 
trailed 0-1 against unfancled 
China. However Balkishen's 
caution, prevented Miihnur from 
getting adequate chances to display 
his talent. Murmur who learnt his 
hockey at Khunll. the nursery of the 
game in Bihar, played just one 
match versus China and was quite 
Impressive in his interceptions and 



venue (the Shivaji Stadium) India 
finished third. Of the six matches 
played last year. India won Just 
three, lost two and drew one, 
scoring 16 goals and conceding nine. 

The query on every hockey lover's 
lips is thafean India's victory at 
Delhi be interpreted as a good 
augury or a hathinger of success In 
the Olympics? Will Balkishen 
Sinj^’s "total hock^" fetch India 
the most cherished Olympic medal? 
It must be stressed that India won 
her lastOIjrmplc gold medal at 
Moscow in 19^. Even thatwasa 
truncated Olympics with most top 
hockQT nations bo 3 rcottlng. So the 
last medal for India in the Olympics 
was the bronxe at Munich twenty 


Poland versus Kenya. The 
Kenyans are rebuilding their side 

against China and two against 
Poland which did trot win a single 
match. It was noticeable that 
against Barcelona qualifiers New 
Zealand. India's penalty comer 
conversion seemed mediocre. Of the 
six penalty comers against the 
Kiwis. Jagdev stmek twice. E’argat 
Singh thrice and Jude once,a 
scooped wide off an indirect 
attempt. But neither Paigat nor 
Jagdev caused much concern to the 
Kiwi custodian Scott Anderson. 

Paigat and Jagdev were India’s 
top scorers in the tournament with 
five goals each. However. Jagdev’s 


tackles. However, he was not tried 
even in the second half against 
Japan when India were leading 4-0. 
Balkishen's l(^c that, "Jagdev 
is our best bet in penally comers 
and so he needs more match 
practice." It would be unfair to 
discard Murmur after Just one 
match. 

The other obvious weakness is 
the that besides Jude Felix, the 
team lacks a schemer. This was 
apparent in the match vs China, in 
the first half. India rested Jude and 
tried Sanjay Bisht in his role. The 
attack stuttered and the flow of 
passes was missing. Tlllhalftlme, 
India and China were level at 1-1. 
Fearing a crisis^ Jude was brought 










From left: Shakeet, Jagbir and 

Edgar, the threesome who scored 
against the Kiwis, «vith the glittering 
Indira Gandhi Gold Cup 

in and India won 3-1. not a 
heartening victoiy against an 
experimental Chinese team. They 
had Just six players.defenders Gao 
Giang. Wang Haiferig and Ren 
Hong, midfielders Zhang Jun and 
skipper Yu Hao and winger Yu 
Giwel. who represented China in the 
1990 Beijing Asiad. The others were 
newcomers to international hock^r. 

Balkishen admits the absence of a 
replacement for Jude. His lament is 
that there is no other schemer in 
India. This is not entirely true. The 
junior India squad of 1991 had a 
Hyderabad-based player 
Mohammed Rlaz with a style similar 
to Jude Felix and could have been 
tried out here. However, in the 
thrilling 4-2 victoiy vs New Zealand, 
it was obvious that Ja^lr and 
Mukesh are also being used as 
schemers. Bail player Atlf Idris was 
discarded after the Auckland 
Pre-Olympics as the brains trust felt 
he was slow and inefleclive against 
the brawny European defenders. 

His replacementlhe shy 
20-year-old Ravi Nayakar, the son 
of a college lecturer at Bagalkot in 
Karantaka. Impressed whenever he 
got a chance. He has the stickwork, 
mobility and game sense to be a 
useful roving forward against tight 
maiking defenders. He played just 
one full match vs Japan and scored 
once and was responsible for three 
of the eight penalty comers that 
India'earned. So I^vl Na}rakar 
would be groomed as a schemer. 
Another player worth watching is 
Zillur Rehman who was among the 
reserves. 

Another distressing feature is the 
abstxice of consistency. Except for 
the opening 25 minutes vs Poland. 
20 minutes vs Kenya and Kcxea and 
for most of the match vs New 
Zealand India struggled against 
t^t man-to-man marking. When 
in fiiltyciy, India scored goals, four 
vaPolsoid, three vs Korea and four 
each vs Ifenya and the Ktwls. 
Balkishen Is to be complimented on 
changing India’s modec^attacK- 
Gime are the days of sblo thru^. 
and pOayers sticking to ptMldons. 
Now the Indian frevrards also used 





India’s First 
Step To 
Barcelona 
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one touch and wall passes and 
through passes in ^ps to develop 
attacte. With his emphasis on 
teamwork. Balklshen used the 
thrustful DhanraJ PlDay onfy In the 
second half to provide ^e extra 
speed to the attack. PUlay did not 
start arQT match accept vs Japan 
because of his solo tluxisls. 

Except in the last match vs New 
SSealaind. ace striker Jagbir 
struggled against even mediocre 
opposition. Jagblr's series of 
imuriea^t year seem to have 
anecte&is cbnMence. He often 
reqiwn the sendees of masseur 
wmar, who helped him 
a back problem for which 
uoctim wanted to operate. 

Edgar has also got adjusted to the 



Mukash trying to get past a Kiwi 
delender 

roving role on the left flank. But 
India are still overdependent on the 
speed and slllqr skills of Mukesh 
Kumar on the Tight flank for 
developing attacl». Only once In the 
tournament did the attacking 
quartet. Jagbir. Mukesh. Eklgar, 
Nayakar or Pillay clicked all 
together. That was In the match vs 
the Kiwis and the forwards scored 
twice and got penalty strokes from 
two other goal-bearing moves. 
Balklshen must aim for such 
consistenQT regularly. 

The midfield is more settled. 
Harpreet has matured Into a useful 
right half. His crosses and free hits 
now have more power and 
accuracy. Ht set up three of India's 
goals, two against the Kiwis and one 
vs Japan with his accurate free hits. 
Sukhject Singh is a tough defensive 
centre half. Shakeel is outstanding 
as a marker and moves into at tack 
on the left. But he needlessly 
commits infringements or lases his 
temper. 

Sanjay Blsht was still slow and 
tentative whenever he played. 

Coach Balkishai says, he is a utility 
player and useful as a substitute in 
all positions in the midfield. But with 
Sanjay Blsht shalQr it may t)e wise to 
recall yyit Lakra (Services) or 
Mohammed Arif (lAC). 

Of the three Asian nations. South 
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MIdfMd action during the 
Korea*New 2Seaiand match 

Korea were the best. In four 
previous meetings In the Indira 
Gandhi tournament, India had 
never beaten the Koreans, losing 
1 '2 in 1987 and 1988 and drawing 
1-1 in 1990 and a 3-3 draw in 1991. 
This year. India beat them 4-3 after 
leading 4-1 for sixty minutes. It was 
the most satisfying resuli for the 
Indian players, even though the 
Koreans had Just five regular 
internationals. Kenya are 
re-building after their debacle in the 
African Games, when tliey failed to 
qualify for Barcelona. Japan also 
had just four Internationals, 
defenders Yamada. skipper 
Masahlro Mizukami. centre half 
Yaji Nagai and custodian Iwad 
Uemitsu. 

The Kiwis came with Just seven 
players of their Pre-Olympic squad. 
Coach Kevin Towns admitted that 
Barcelona was the main guaPknd 
the Delhi tournament was used as 
practise for fringe internationals. So 
too much should not be made of 
India's vlctoiy but still the winning 
habit and the confidence that 
success breeds is welcome. Peter 
Mlskimmin. the Kiwi skipper and 
one of the senior most players in the 
circuit, feels India showed glimpses 
of combined hockiy which could 
make them formidable. We can keep 
our fingers crossed. 

The rrc sponsored tournament 
lost much of its glamour when the 
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erstwhile USSR now playing as CIS 
withdrew. They were listed in the 
draw and their absence was as 
much a mystery as the sudden 
dis-integratlon of the USSR. The 
tournament organisers tvilce 
postponed their matches claiming 
the CIS hockey team had embarked 
from Moscow on an Air India flight 
But this mysterious flight never 
reached Delhi and there was no 
news from Moscow on their 
whereabouts. FIH's chief technical 
delegate Gamal Shirazi of Egypt was 
upset at this confusion. He felt that 
the imbroglio of air tickets and 
participation of CIS should have 
been sorted out well in advance. 


ftovy KaiMMHa, Nmr OsM 
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GOODRICKE OPEN CHESS 


I 
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mad« somo fatal mlatakea In hia 
match agalnat GM Danny Klqg. 
King took the opportunity to 
deatroy Anand 



and struggling to And 


GM Danny King, used to the high-risk style of the Swiss-System, adopted a 
streetfighter’s attitude and punched his way through to the title 


P in Ul’prl/emoneyoi 
Rs 1 6 lakhs Invite 
plavtrsliom 14 
nations Add foui 
Candidates nine 
fjiandinasters 11 
Intel national Mastei s 3 Women 
Masters and 69 mote 
mt( malionally rated pai licipants 
1 hat was the recipe foi the Thli d 
Goodrlt ke Open Chess 
tournament at the Alekhine Chess 
Club. C alcutta 
Swiss Systems present their 
own special pioblems Standards 


! East Europeans are 
specialists at the 
round-robin jFomiat» 
where opponents are 
known well in advance 
. 'and safety is at a 
premium. The English 
are howhver» past 
masters at die 
style one must adopMo 
. jbe successful Ip a Swigs 


r- 


are uneven, opponents are 
unknown and a high-win ratio is 
required East Europeans are 
specialist sal round robin format, 
where opponents ai e known well In 
advance and salcty is at a premium 
They are technicians not 
streettightcrs Ihe English are 
however, past masters at the 
high-nsk style one must adopt to 
be successful in a Swiss Anand 
was playipg in an Open meet after a 
two or threeyear gap and he was 
also stale and Jet-lagged after his 
fantastic effort at Reggio Emilia 












So It was the 

Hot-very-highlv-rated English duo 
of GMs Danny King and Dave 
Norwood who made the running 
Right from round one, it was 
evident that top-seed Anand was 
npt In tow h Against low rated 
players like Anup Deshmtikh 
I,anka Ravi andT N 
Parameswaran he had to woi k very 
hard to squeeze out the point 

Round live saw tlu matt h that 
probably dec idc d the destination of 
Ihctiophy King emetged into an 
equal endgame against Anand 
with blai k Then Anand bl.u ked 
out. missing a simple idt a King 
bared his swilc h b' idi and slowly 
bled the woi Id No 5 to death 

Aftci that hehcldthele.id 
Seveial linu s he was t hallengecl bv 
various East Euioptanswho 
caught up with him 1 ac htmn 
they blew t hell chances of 
overtaking him b\ agi rc mg to 
cjuic k c omiadc ly di .iws with c ac h 
othei 

King finally went into the sole 
lead aftei the c ighth round wht re 
he beat Russian IM Alc*\andc i 
Khasin He cmiIict sun i\ ed .i bad 
position ag.iiiisl DIbye ndu Hai ua 
and then a v'ali,mt at Ic mpt by Jaan 
Ehlvest in the penultimate imind 
Both games wc i c di awn as King 
put his head down and kt pi 
fighting 

Anand meanwhile w as t rying to 
win every game m an effort to pull 
back that elusive half point He 


played a series ollong draws first 
against Barua, then Kliasin and 
finally a marathon 99 mover 
against GM Alexey Vy/nianavin. 
but each time they staved off the 
c halieiige 

Norwcxid had fallen behind 
courtesy a loss to Anand s old nval 
Dreev But that pi oved a blessing 
in disguise for the Hi itish C hess 
Fedeiation s Press Relations 
of fic c r 1 le be.tt a c ouple of 
(inaigiiial) wc*akci players to|oln 
his fellow Londoiici in the lead 
bt foie the last loiiiid 

f hey were pan cd off against 
each other In the last lotind they 
IcMik a leaf out of the Last 
Luiopean s di aw manual and 
shook hands aftei 14 moves So 
Kiiigtook the title on tic bieak 

Hut at last Anand si tuck fomi 
and ck stroyc'd Moldovian GM 
Vic loi Hologaiitoguaianteea 
share of first plac e And Dreev 
blit/c d Indian c haiiipicm D V 


I There is a qualitative 
change in attitude that 
Anand’s exploits and 
India’s recent Olympiad 
results have made. Now 
even unrated Indians 
refuse to blink in 
eyeball to eyeball 
confrontation with highly 
rated foreigners 


Prasad to make it a four-way 
photofinish 

It could even have been a 
five-way tie if Barua had 
capitalised on winning chances 
against Zoilan Ribli But the 
ilungaiian. who Is a former 
Candidate quartei finalist, finally 
split the point after a difllc ult 
endgame 

Barua was In fair form dining 
this meet despite his long lay oif 
1 It* suffered a single loss to Pt asad, 
but he came within an ace of 
hca ting King and Ribli and he also 
comfortably held Anand Thai was 
gcxKl news for Indian chess for the 
IcK'al GM has still not completely 
ret overed from liis bat k problems 

20 year-old V Sarvanan ofTamil 
Nadu picked up his first IM-nomi 
and 18 yearold VishalS<ueeiiand 
20 year old Glrlnath almost 
achieved the same leal 

IM I^nka Ravi produced a gieal 
perlorniance, misslngaGM noun 
by just half a point 

National sub-junlorc hanipiun 
15 yeai old .Shanker Roy m.ide the 
nUeniatfonal lists foi the first time 
.Sodicl 17 year old Laltii 
Ciiattenec 

In the process, Roy held 
Estonian Ehlvest the world No 14, 
Sarceii drew with Bulgarian 
Geoiglev the world No .50 and 
Sarvanan held Bologan and 
(lUfeld Glrlnath neai ly beat 
Eingom and he drew Bologan tCKi 
More iinpoi tantly the Indian 
juniors played to win every time 

Tli,il reflects the qualitative 
(hange in altitude that Anand's 
exploits and India s recent 
Oljrmpiad iesiilts have iiiacie Now 
even uni ated Indians i eliise to 
blink in eyeball to eyeball 
c onirontation with high latcd 
foreigners Thif*cofthelop 10 
spots (and nine of the top 20) were 
bagged by Ravi Bat ua and Anand 
tor the host nation. 

Their collective performance 
here has furthei convinc ed the 
younger Indian players that they 
measure up to the best anywhere 
in terms of talent Tlicy have the 
confidence and guts that the 
previous, equally talented 
generation may have lacked 

Davangthtt Dutta 



Olbyendu Barua’e performance was brilliant ’ 
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ANAND 


Viswanathan 
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player, talks about ' 
Viswanathan 
Anand the man. And 
. vice-versa, 
DEVANGSHU 
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Anand In Uw company of fitni 
maaatroSatyi^ltRay 

cdtegoitaed as natural, intuitive, 
smooth 

Yet it only loohs that way 
Somea^ofe Inside him there la a 
di1ve^ a hunger which he cannot 
and does not need to explain and 
verbalise. Adealre to prove he is the 
best m the business>-a drive that 
will taH6 hint around the planet in 
search of the world titlp 

Anand Is not someone who will 
ever proclaim' I am the 
greatest—<or I will be the greatest' 
He does not operate that way and 
would be much loo embaiassed 
toevermake such a statement But 
nowadays he admits 'I amveiy 
serious about a world btle bid In 
1996. That is my long-term goal 
and { win need till that time to catch 
upwlth KAaparov^Though even 
now I amjuat about holding 
own’ 

No hyperbole theid. just B 
I statement of intent 
I Long-tenpgOalahav^tobe 
trsnslated into short-t^m 
aubsidlary goals. Anand has 
ahvays believed InjCaklng things 
cmeatatimh T'Hjgigyevery 
touinaincnLasitocii^along. l 

Improve my rating and tiy to get 
stronger am ihomunlvetaal. Somb 
Uiings mre uA|rtddictatiite'<md 1 
want m be pre^dp^ stt thh 

Surprises that wiDcpmeinywgQri t 


No one who is not bi oad-based can 
ever win the world title 
The world No 5 s smooth, 
natural style and incredible speed 
ofplay comes from 
nund-bendingly hard work Three 
or four hours a day of general 
preparation plus specific 
prepaiation for specific opponents 
For the Karpov match, he worked 
eight hours a day with Guru 
Mh^all Gurcvltch— the best of 
seconds 

Chess IS moving so fast. I ke^p 
doing doing newtUngs For 
example, there were openings i Was 
an expert on a couple of years baede, 

1 still keep up with the theory but t 
don’t play thw anymore. Kow I 
would have to wtah for a month 
before jf could confidently pkw 
them agaln-HBomaiiy new. alten 
ideas hive pop^ up,” 

Then agahi I find myself > 

er^oying dilng thhigs I was not 
capmileof twbjteaFSagO. Ptayiiiig 
out longend-guhes give me a 
sense m satlsmcttpn now—befbre t 
Would looKformate m 
25—otherwise head for a draw. Butt" 
playii^ at Uie toptqy appredathm 
of t^hnique has improved,' 

Anand has also learnt the *■ 
meamng resistance the hmtt ^ 
way. t:ylosbigtoKarpoii^.'‘Mthat 
match, we jbothgpit into V; 

PQShi(ms--4huiiKWjp^^ 
me. ButhajtmClsMjyiniM^^ 
after sevenmdghihmmiliouiw 


H OW will thehr^-upofthe 
Soviet Union alwet wdria 
chess? Anand feelsHwili 
have an unpredictable e^ecton 
world chess 

They have such a big pool of 
strong players, they will still be 
among the best. Right now there 
are twonrni'Soviets (Anand and 
Nigel Shoritln the top ten But with 
top players like Khallfitwn, 
Yusupov, Gurevltch and Salov 
emigrating, that area of the wm-ld 
may eventually end upflrat among 
equals The famous training 
methods are also being exported 
—many stnxig pilfers are 
regularly conmeting in European 
events—even in the Qoodne^yoh 
have world class jdeyaajcdnU^ in. 
Competition has got sharper aimi^ 
glasnost Ifreltherestoftbeatold 
Will catch up a little quldcnr as a 
rmuli 

’’StUi, as it stands. Kasparpais , 
undoubtedly the siroeigeat^.tfi^ 

world add KaiTWvai^ieajifi^^ 
am two odUN* men mibrfti. Ckmm 
is a diflfiemtcustomer, 
l»r me. Aleiiy ShmoYof 
GmaKatnskyarcitwstg^ 

asauriid even if iheBpl||g&t(^^ 

g|M^ Anand 
: people am p%thi,) 
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For a high-profile 
superstar, success may 
cover up a lot of 
emptiness... emptiness 
created by his 
remoteness from the 
normalcy of ordinary 
human life...But it 
means pain, deep down 
a sense of void that no 
amount of cash and 
luxuries can ever erase 


& 


^Ni^uccess can cover upa totof emptlnass. 
It seem funny but I am somehow 
glad 1 was thrown out of the top ten—these 
defeats forced me to reflect on so maz^ 
things and made survival for me possible. 

I stood at the window once. One step 
more and I would have fallen out ButI 
closed the window, left everything behind 
and started anew 





A liltf kMNl Is Mmi 0ff 
ms, I ssn bvssllis fifssly• I 
mads It tnmyjslh~t'm 
thsrbssl, I don't liavs Is 
provs anything anymots, 
all dsubts ars gons. It’s 
not a drsam anymsfs... 


I went back to Lelmen and looked up old 
schoolfrlends I had not seen for four years. 
I started to talk to "normar people again. 
The hassle of my life is that I am famous 24 
' hours a day. There Is no knockoff for me on 
thlsjob. Even If I need rest altera 
particularly tough tournament—1 can 
never say. I am off tomorrow. Ill take rest. 
I've got to write autographs, people look at 
me. touch me—I am always under 
tension. This is a heavy load, a lot of 
pressure and I think it is because of this 
that so many celebrities take to^rugs and 
alcohol. That’s why so many stars go to 
lonely islands—I can understand ttiat. 

I don't want having to live in a castle like 
Michael Jackson or Ivan Lendl who 
creatfKl a realm of his owm with a few 
watchdogs. No, not like that. I like to be 
with so-called normal people, drink a few 
beers at the bar. talk. Sure, there Is a 
barrier which is diiilcult to break, but we 
manage It by tiyinga lot. 

There is this lor^ngin me someday not 
to be so well-known any more. ButI 
suppose that can't be helped any more 
until the end of my life. 

I cannot leave my residence for2 to 3 
days after important tournaments. I am 
free only in my rooms; because nobotfy 
stares at me there, tries to become 
iamiUar. no-one takes photographs, talks 
about me. Except newspapers of course. 

I think this is the worst, when people 
pass Judgement and they don't even know 
you. Who teU me whether I am sad or 
happy and eiqplain to meiiriiy I tost a 
match or why I won. Who think they know 
how I feel, how iny mind works. And they 
all are on first name terms, pat your 
shoulder and when you are out fora meal 
they want your autogrf^hs. Sure, I get 
9 ^ for It. you mljpit say. Butcan mon^ 
regulate everything? Marilyn Monroe and 
James Dean—all paid fartoo n|uch for 
fiune. Only a few managed to savno. * 7110 " 
tostiUmoie tournamerits, recems, films: 
'Tfo''to stlQ more RKmey. lam tiylqgltand 
succeed more and more fieriuenfiy toa^ 



'no'. It makes me strange and more free. 
Would you like this contract? Not Why 
not? I Ve got enou^l 1 have nothiitg 
against money but I know, mon^ isn't 
everything. 

I now need a little more l^ure time, also 
time with iny girlfriend. I don't want to give 
interviews, stand around for some 
commercial. I can say for instance 
now—and that is very important to 


it' 











me—"it doesn't suit me Just now." 

But thQT don't understand this because 
they don't know what it means to lead my 
kindoflife, tobeondisplay»tobeaproduct. 

And then they offer you lots of moneyi 
Some ilrms offer you. let’s say. a million for 
wearing their logo on your shirt. You 
refuse and th^ offer more money. But you 
still refuse and that gives you the good 


feeling that you cannot be bought for at^ 
price! 

At times 1 look into the mirror and 1 am 
astonished that I am this star, this 
mega>stai*. I—Boris Becker 
Baden-Weittembuig. 

I sty a few words and it’s actually me! I 
am surprised that 1 seem to have that 
effect on people. I am wondering why I 
seem to have such power. I*am laughinga 
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mysdf because 1 don’t understand It. As 1 
In the howlt goes with stars 

like Madonna. It must be that 1 am 
a(«nethlng Uke that also. I amas 
well-known as she Is. maybe even more so 
anfl I find it difficult to believe that 1 am a 
sort qf legend at 241 

Well. H has Its nice side too. particularly 
when peoi^e who. 1 think, don't bother 
much about tennis like me. <dd people. 






retired people, die not-so-well-olTones. 
and th^ tldnk Its great what I am doing 
and I like then to be a legend. But at the 
same time I am longing for being unknowns 
again, but that's perhaps is an impossible 
(beam. 

Sometimes I am asking you or my 
parents how th^ can explain all this. Is it 
because {am a little difierent. because of 
wlMtlsay? I 

Is n because I attach a lot of importance < 
toother things as well? Or. perhaps, thqr 
Idre It that I manage to win when the 
situation seems hopeless?That I don't 
loose n^cool when all seems lost? 1 don't 
Imowwliatltls. IJust look into the mirror 
and laugh. 

It is a bit crai^ perhaps, but I love tennis 
more and more. It used to be a means to 
gain love, to be recognised by my elders. 
But. now 1 can pick up n^ racket on a nice 
Sunday afternoon at 5 pm, pk^ for one 
Ijour. and 1 find it simply great to 
e;q;ieiienee this perfect harmony of soul, 
botty and spirit 









Just once to be No 1 evenasachUdl 
hadthlsdream 1 watched the Borgs and 
McEnroes on TV and vowed to be like them 
one dayl This was my life's ambition and 
now I have realised it Now 1 feel free, free, 
free. 

Abigload is taken oiTme. I can breathe 
freely. I made it in my Job—I am the best, I 
don’t have to prove anyfhingdnymore, all 
the doubts are gcHie It's not a dream 
anymcne—I am goodl 

It's a dream that I made it eventually In a 
Grand Slam final, that it didn't happen at 
an ordinary tournament. I, InAustralial 
Melbourne has always been the black cat 
for me, the place cMThumiliation. And that 
too against Lendl who won there for the 
last Jwo years. I can hardly believe I 
bec^e No. 1 there. 

The next day I was very quiet, an inner 
peace had descended on me, I felt peaceful 
and firee. I may sound fuimy but it had to 
do with the war. Iwas cool and relaxed In 
Melbourne as never before at a Grand 
Slam. Ithadbecomeveiycleartome: 
tennis, after all. is inslgnlflcant; a minute 
part in world history, a dollop 

In the morning 1 read in the paper how 
Baghdad was bmnbed again. 1 sawit on TV 
and heard over the radio and had to think 
constantly fhal hundreds or thousands of 
people die whilst 1 wann*up for a tennis 
match—insanel And 1 couldn't care less 
suddenly whether I would lose or win. 

Should I not have played because of the 
war? I had consider^ it but then every 
day thousands of pet^le die in Asia or 
Africa because th^ lack food and 
drinking water; people are being tortured 
and killed in Latin America and also in 
China, and in Hamburg there are so marty 
drug addicts. But our life goes on no 
rrratter how crasy and brutal it seems. I 
think something is vmmg with the basic 
values In Western society. 

A FTERthe 1991 Australian Open I 
XAiead adiat Journalists wrote about 
me. Itls. forme, hmitylngandatthesame 
time fiasdnating to see how many 
imtruths and lies are published about me. 
What 1 am supposed to have done, said, 
thou^t So martyjudgments are passed 









on me that I shudder Inside when I read aO 
those lies. 

And then I think at times, ifsomanyttes 
are published in the Add of sports, how 
will it be in political Journalism? Pities, 
after all. is much more important than 
sports which is Just a side issue. Then I 
cease to believe anything that is putdlshed 
in the media. That means nothing is 
correct and people form their opinions and 
make decisions based on untruths. 

During the Ouif War, we heard almost 
only CNN news and this is pro-America. 
But where lies the truth? 

1 find it difficult to Judge people. What is 
happening now with Steffi is good for the 
m^ta Ihadafewe)q)ertenceslikethat 
but nothing that badi Before th^ could 
only write that Steffi wins in 42 or 48 
minutes. The media—Press and TV— 
don’t care about the harm they do to 
people as long as they get their story and 
can go on with the show* they don’t care a 
damn about the people they finish off in 
the process. 

I am now 24 and have been No. 1. But 1 
can’t imagine remainlr^ No. 1 for five 
years running. But one thing 1 know 
alTKidy: I'd like to stop playing when I’m at 
the top. and I alone want to decide when 
I’m going to stop. Who knows what 
happens in a fewyears time? 1 don’t want a 
loiig drawn-out farewell from the ^une 
Just to get some more money or berause I 
might Just win one tournament here and 
there No. 8 is not bad—but 1 wouldn’t like 
toplayasNo.8. 

I don’t like to think too much ahead, 
about what comes after tennis, as n^ life 
uptil now has been so very much chalked 
out for me. But I do have a few plans: I'd 
like simply to have time for myself to start 
with: I mi^t open a restaurant—a 
restaurant where those whp don’t have 
monqrdon’t have to pay: maybe alsoabar 
with cabaret. 

And I am planning a foundation fm* 
youngsters to lead diiem to the game. 

TlieTe was the so-called SAAB model in 
Sweden I consider to be good. Tldented 
young people are allowed to travel, with 
trainers, the teimis circuit all over the 
worid and this produced sudh excdleitt 
players as Edbeiig, Wllander and Nystrom 
and also Jarryd. 1 am also thinking of 
something to do with the Davis Cup. as 
also a foundation for drug addicts. I am 
also interested in Journalism. These are all 
ideas so far, but it would be in that 
direction. 
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I M not sure if Pat Cash 
ever revelled In 
mathematics while he 
was at school but he'd be 
able to look at his balance 
sheet for the 1992 
Australian Open and see. even 
without thinkinfi. that he is in the 


red Its this way. you see Bloke 
loses in the second round and 
takes home $6800 for his pains 
Same bloke, though, gets hauled 
over the coals for ungentlemanly 
language (see Oxford Dictionary, 
page 5^. under F ) and gets flned 


ICOJ 


Is it worth it? According to the 
aforementioned Mr Cash, 
apparently not He claimed, after 
he had lost a five-setter to Emilio 
Sanches that he would not be 
returning to the circuit full-time 
Since an achllles tendon injury 
that forced him to withdraw from 
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the U.S. Open three years ago Cash 
has been an intermittent player on 
the tour. The Wimbledon crown he 
won in 1987, beating world 
No. I Ivan Lendl in the llnal 
without dropping a set. \Knis the 
only senior Grand Slam crown won 
(so fail in his career. At Wimbledon 










last year he looked far from 
motivated as he crashed out. so 
early that he was almost 
anonymous. At the Australian 
Open this year, he faltered against 
Sanchez only because he was short 
on fitness, the pivot of hta 
attacking, aggressive game. 

TouVe got to understeind that 
the most important thing in my life 
is my family." said Cash after his 
loss to Sanchez. "If Emily wanted 
me to drop tennis. I would do it—I 
wouldn't even think about it—but 
she doesn't want me to do that. 

'We realise I'm on the road too 
much and we realise I'm doing too 
much training and I'm not 
spending enough time with her. 
not as much as I would like to. 

"It's a very very big mental strain 
travelling around, all the time and 
we Just don't enjry it as much as we 
used to. It makes it a bit hard when 
you're not feeling good enough to 
win the fifth set." 

Actually, Cash came close to 
disqualification in the match 
against Sanchez. Twice in the 
course of the three-hour 
SO-minute marathon the 
Australian was given code of 
conduct warnings and was then 
docked a penalty point for verbal 
abuse of a baseline judge. If it can 
be said that Cash got off the 
behavioural hook, he certainly did. 
But Sanchez pinned him to the 
tennis hook, defeating Cash 7-6 
(7-5). 6-2.6-7 (9-11). 3-6.6-1. 
turning on the heat in the fifth set 
wdien Cash's 1^ refused to 
answer the challenge. 

Sadly, in the wake of Cash's 
defeat, the headlines told the story 
of his mammoth fines, rather than 
concentrating on the plight of a 
former cham^on who could find 
neither the flhiess nor the mental 
Incentive to harness the sort of 
talent that should have 
guaranteed him a place in the 
world's ti^ five bracket for several 
years. 

If Cash wanted to make hisanark 
<m the tennis record books, he 
most certainly did. but not in the 
way he would have hoped. The only 
record he created was the duUous 
hoiuHir of incurrliig the flight 
fines. There were actually four 
separate fines, two for 


unsportsmanlike behaviour, one 
of them for almost pulling the 
French umpire. Bruno Rebeuh. 
from his chair after the match 
($1000) and one for abusing the 
supervisor ($2000). There were two 
other fines, of $5000 for abusing 
the llneswonian who called a foot 
fault against him. and a further 
$1000 for the audible obscenity. 
heard those closest to the ^ourt 
and all those who watched the 
match on television. 

Later, the Australian said. "What 
really annoys me Is that I can hit 
the ball into the side of the fence 
twice and nothing happens, then 
all of a sudden the third time—and 
I didn't even hit it hard—he 
decides to give me a warning. It’s 
Just not consistent. He is a 
professional umpire and I can tell 
you they are no better than the 
guys whojust stay here all year. It's 
really annoying.” 

According to Cash, he did not 
swear at the lineswoman. T was 
swearing at the person behind her. 
but you can't really say that I'm 
Sony I wasn't swearir^ at you but 
at someone else. 1 swear on the 
court and somebody hears me. you 
have to accept it.” So Cash enters 
the record books, having 
surpassed the $6500 penalty 
haiidedout to John McEnroe when 
he was defaulted at the 1990 
Australian Open. 
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WHEN YOUTH 

TRHJMPHED 

OVER AGE 



FROM ANDY O’BMEN, 


Lendl, McEnroe, 
Stich...the big 
names all crash 
out, leaving the 
tournament 
wide open 


T HHRL is no 
disguising th( 
ia< t Ih.il In ti)]> 
High! -poi I ol 
any tvpi <iA('t** a iat (ui 
that siniply tfinnot bo 
Ignoiod I his was ainptv 
proved during th( 
quarter hnalgame sat 
thisyeai HAustialtan 
Op«*n 

Anli-chma\es arc 
nevci the must fullilling 
ol expel lent es but the 
sense ol dtsappolnliiu nl 
that enveloped 1 lindc rs 
Park on the day ol the 
mensqutirtei finals 
was V) tangible th<ii \ou 
(uuld boutu L tennis 
balls oil It 

Richard Krajicek blasted 
23 aces to make Stich 
look like an amateur 















First one former 
champion proved that he 
was sadly a ghost of his 
former self, then the 
current Wimbledon 
singles champion bowed 
to a combination of 
power and talent and 
finally the tournament's 



favourite son (of dad) 
was sent packlnig by the 
athleticism of yo uth. 

Asthe J.P. McKnroe 
Memorial Open—kept 
alive the protagonist's 

brave 

comeback—llmpicd 
tamely to a sad demise. 
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courtesy of an emphatic 
straight-sets win by 
little-known South 
African Wayne Ferreira 
there really was Just one 
thing left to say Thanks 
for the show, it was great 
while It lasted 
The ageing superstar 


had set the tournament 
alight with his stunning 
heroics—straiglit from 
the yellowing pages of his 
owii history book But 
when he crashed out a 
large part of the 
tournament died with 
McEnroe s quarter final 
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And suddenly the 
tournament had been 
thrown open by the 
unheralded and yet 
unfashionable young 
guns For, on the 
morning of the same day 
another unseeded 
player 45th ranked 
Dutchm<m Richard 
Krajicek blasted 23 
aces—and Wimbledon 
champion Michael 
Stlch-^utofthe 
tournament In five sets 
to setup a clash with 
second-seeded Jim 
Courier in one serai final 

Courier himself had 
another good day at the 
oifice moving through a 
relatively easy half of the 

Contra Court..the heat 
and swirling wind took ita 


The J.P. McEnroe 
Memorial Open fizzled 
out with his quarter-final 
defeat 

draw whlc h resulted In a 
quai ter-fiiial mismatch 
with Amos Mansdorf 
That match was 
followed by the c lash of 
two legends in the game 
Stefan Edberg and Ivan 
Lendl Theiealitemon 
the agenda however was 
simply this—can It be 
confirmed that Ivan 
Lendl s slide down the 
other side of the hill has 
now gathered such pace 
as to be irreversible'^ 

At a set and a break up 
at 5-3 In the second the 
answer was definitely no 
At two sets all it was 
touf^todec Ide At 
love five in the last set. 
well. 







That was when a 
helicopter made a low 
pass over Centre Court, 
and you couldn’t help 
wondering whether a 
rope ladder would 
suddenly drop from It 
snatching the besetged 
hero, cveiy bullet In his 
gun spent, from the teeth 
of disaster. Or maybe 
from the arena of 
compebllon Into the 
bliss of retirement. But 
when you’re out there, 
there's no place to hide, 
no way out. 

Stefan Edberg 
admitted he thought at 
one sUige he was reliving 
a horror movie. I^st 
year, when lhe.sc titans 
of the modem game met 
In the.seml-nnal. they 
were similarly locked at 
two sets all, then Lerull 
prevailed after Edberg 
wasted two 

match-points, going on 


to lose to Boris Becker In 
the flpal. This dihe. 
though, he faded quickly 
away without A whimper, 
ultimately looking a very 
beaten man. 

The last set told its own 
disappointing story as 
Lendl's 31 -year-old legs 
earned him Just a single 
game, that too when the 
Issue was no longer In 
dispute. 

Apart from an 
unusually early plane 
back to New York, where 
did that leave the former 
long running No. I and 
winnerof9l 
tournaments, eight of 
them grand slams? 

On the way out almost 
certainly—but far from 
through the door yet. It Is 
worth remembering that 
he Is ayear younger than 
McEnroe, who added 
ample credibility to the 
statement flrmlv made 



ty Lendl when the Open 
began.Lendl had 
insisted then that it was 
still pos.slble to win 
grand slam tournaments 
into your thirties, a point 
with which Becker 
agreed although with 
some reservations. 

The way I he younger 
players are developing 
the power game these 
days would make it 
harder for the old timers. 
Becker said —just before 
crashing out to the 
Lendl was shown the 
door by Edberg after a 
gruelling five-aetter 


oldest-tlmer In the 
tournament. 

While 11 Is no disgrace, 
or even a surprise for 
anyone, to .succumb to 
the super-Swede's 
classic all round talent, 
the result accurately 
reflected the task 
confronting Lendl if he is 
to realise his ambitions 
ofmoregloty. Even 
Edberg was able to detect 
the subtle differences in 
the weaponry of a man 
who still retains a 
one-match lead in their 
career head to heads. 
13-12. "There is a little 







bit missing," he said, "the 
old shotm^ng Isn't as 
confident as it used to be 
although that didn't 
mean he wasn't still veiy 
hard to beat" 

Lendl had no 
argument with that. "If I 
was as confident as I was 
two or three years ago, 1 
would have won the 
second set and probably 
the match," he said. And 
he doesn't agree that he 
has slowed down. It is 
just a matter of sticking 
with it till he wins some 
matches and the 
confidence relumed, he 
feels. 

Was this not a vicious 
circle, he was asked. He 
answered with a shmg. 
"Not really. Ifyou tty 
hard enough, you jareak 
through." 

Time—what there Is 
left of It for I.endl—will be 
the test of that. 

T iIMK also put to 

lest the successful 
joiyney of John 
McEnroe. The long haul 
had taken its toll on 
those tired legs. 

McEnroe was a step 
slower around the court 
missing the magical 
touch with his shot 
making and was rapidly 
running out of 
confidence, his regular 
nodding of the head after 
Ferrlera hit yet another 
good pass a clear 
reflection of his mood. 

But, In Itself, this was 
not a huge shock. What 
player of any age. even 
with two day's rest, 
would resume at full 
steam ahead alter two 
chaining epics? The 
question was whetKIer 
Ferrlera—ranked 4o and 
who had long drean^ of 
playing bis hero. lea]|« 
alone beiBtlng him—4vas 
good en6ugh to takeVull 
advantage. ' 

Unfortunateily for ^e 
large nt^ber of « 

McEnroe &ns, he was. "I 



Sabatini Imprassad 
against Capriati, but ran 
out of steam against Mary 
Joe Fernandez 


Just felt It was one of 
those days I had to climb 
the mountain. 1 didn’t 
realise that he could 
move so qul 9 kly." said 
the beaten McEnroe. He 
also admitted that he 
paid the price for his 
exhausting win over 
Emilio Sanchez. "When 
you’re winning you feel 
great and when you start 
losing, the tiredness 
starts creeping back," he 
admitted. 

"I kept telling myself to 
hpngin there and 
something good would 
happen. But I was never 
able to get over the hump 
to break his serve. I 


wasn't plajdng bad. I just 
couldn't kick It up 
another gear. If that's 
being flat, then I was flat.” 

Another person who 
was flat that day was 
Michael Stlch. The only 
other seed apart from 
Com ler In the bottom 
half of the draw, his 
defeat by Krajicek left 
Germany with no 
representative In the 
men’s or women’s 
semi-finals for the first 
time since the French 
Open In 1986. After 
complattiing that he had 
given the mat^h to the 
20-year-old Dutchman, 
Stich had to pay tribute 
to Krajicek’s awesome 
serve. "1 thouglit I was 
{flaying me out there." 
said the man with the 
best service actlon*ln 


tennis today. 

And In the women's 
section. Gabriela 
Sabatini failed to make it 
to the final stage. After 
swaggering confidently 
into the .semi-final with 
an impressive straight 
set win over Jennifer 
Capriati, the girl who 
gets more money and 
attention than 
topmament wins, was 
tripiied up t^Maiy Joe 
Fernandez in the 
semi-final. 

Capriati, deeply 
disappointed that she 
succumbed so meekly to 
Sabatini in the second 
set tie break, must 
however be 
congratulated for the 
right prediction she 
made after her defeat. 

She refused to be drawn 
on whether Sabatini was 
the best bet to challenge 
the champion. "She's 
playing well," said the 
teenage sensation after 
her 4-6.6-7 defeat, "but 
It's going to be tough 
because everyone is 
playing well." 

Sabatini didn’t pay too 
much heed to that 
warning. Instead she 
sympathised with the 
pressures on Capriati at 
this stage of her career. 
"It's pretty dlfflcull. I too 
had my doubts and was 
not enjoying my tennis." 
Having said that. 

Sabatini took off to a 
Melbourne night club to 
celebrate her win. She 
would have done better 
to have retained her 
energy for her semi-final 
against Mary Joe 
Fernandez. 

With Graf out. Capriati 
and Sabatini were to be 
the challengers for the 
sermiingly unbeatable 
Seles. But after both took 
their leave in the 
quarters and semis 
re8{jectlvely, everyone 
had taken a Seles victory 
for'grunted'. • 








miHmANomBz 


John talked about being able to 
come in and do things that he hachi't 
been able to do in the past against 
you. you seemed surprised by wrhat 
he was able to do out there? 

He played tennis for 2 > 1^ h»urs on 
a high level and lhal eaught rnc by 
surprise a little bit. He ha.sn't done 
that In the past. Usually he was a 
set good or a set and a hall hut then 
his tenniuS went down but tonight 
for the whole match he played good 
tennis at a high level and didn't give 
me much time to breathe. I Ic 
played an excellent match. 

BoriS/ he says he thinks he won the 
match and that you lost. What is your 
opinion about that? 


so early? 

l..a.st year I was very clo.se to going 
out of the tournament having that 
long match. Just sometimes the 
dice don’l roll for you and tonight I 
could not come back. Olwloiisly 1 
was trying. In the third set there 
were long games I had 0-40 at 4 all. 
I was still In the match and 1 guess 
that he fc‘tt until the last point It 
wasn't over. I was .still in the match 
and 1 still had a chance to come 
back but he didn't play loose, he 
played hard until that matc'h point 
and he served those two aces even 
In the last service game and he was 
Ju.st a bit better. 

As you saidr you looked a bit slow and 



Well 1 didn't play great. 1 didn't 
move well but it was also part of his 
fault too. As I explained before from 
the Hrst point he made his mind up 
before the malch what his game 
plan was and from the lirst to the 
last point he played his old way. And 
he didn't give me any easy shots 
and he didn't miss many and I had 
to work hard for my points and I 
didn't make enough. 

Earlier in the tournament you talked 
about how special it was to win here 
iMtycar? 

And it still was. 

What are your heelings toni^t to lose 

_ 


sluggish. Any reason for that? 

Something is wrong with my 
hamstring. I couldn't run as 
quickly and I couldn't serve and 
volley as often as 1 nomially do, 
may be because it wasn’t as hot 
tonight, it wa.s a cold night. I really 
don't know exactly why. but that's 
why I wasn’t as fast as I usually am. 

He said you were a littic surprised 
that he was capable of playing at that 
level? 

Yes, I was surprised that he could 
playforJsets. 2 t/o hours at that 
level. He didn't do tnat for the last 6 
,or 7 meetings we had and that took 
me by surprise. 


you talked a lot about how good 
McEnroe has been for the game the 
way he played and his personality? 

And I'm the guy who brought him 
back or what. 

Though you might be very 
disappointed with wfm happened 
tonight, for the good of the game or 
for the game itself, do you welcome 
the fact that he has pla^d at least 
like he used to be able to play and 
possibly he might be able to play like 
that for maybe another season. 

Well you're talking to the guy who 
was on the court with him and 
because of that I wasn’t too happy 
but from your ix)lnt of view and 
Iron) the people outside In the 
stadium yes It's good to see the old 
John McEnroe playing. For tennis 
it is great. No doubt about it. 

How will this set back your year? 

This Is the first tournament. I 
have a couple more to come. I’m 
going to win Wimbledon maybe 
again. It's the first tournament 
sure. It didn't start as last year but 
theiT again it took me 7 years to win 
it. maybe it takes another 7 to win It 
again. I don't know but sure, I 
would have like to go further but 1 
have to take it how it comes. 

For him to play like he did, the old 
McEnroe like he did today, was there 
one key that he did better or that he 
was able to do today that he hasn’t 
been able to do in the pasf, 
concentrate or did he move quicker, 
serve better, any one particular thing? 
I couldn’t say one particular shot. I 
watched him in 1984,1 remember 
him playing like that alwa}rs tr3dnig 
to go to the net ahd he was taking 
his chances on my second serves. 
His serve and voll^ game was 
good. He didn't miss mai^ easy 
volleys. He didn't do that In the 
past couple of years I believe or he 
did it a round or two but then he 
would fall apart. I saw his first two 
matches whlchwere good as well 
but tonight from the to the last 
point he played on a high level. 

you seemed to Start slowly. DM you 
have trouble psyching youraeif up for 
this match? 

No but you miqr have followed me 
In nqr past yeais and I'm not a 



Boris, WM Ji9hn McEnroe • top 10 or« 
topStonIgiht? 

He was defl nitcly top 101 believe 
but you should ask me ifl was a top 
10 tonight., 

Whatvwrcyiou? 

I wasn't a top 10. 

The lest time: he beat you was 19BS. 
Do you renM fflbcr much of that gwnc? 

Yes. I remember clearly because at 
that time he was No. l,hewasfor4 
years No. 1 eind 1 went into that 
match and 1 lost 6/4 6/3. but after 
the match 1 thought about It 
making 7 gai nes against him and 1 
felt like I’m I lie champion of the 
world. 

How did it compare to what you saw 
tonight. Is it possible to make a 
compwlson? 

Both of us hai^ played many 
tennis matches since then. He 
didn't play since then at a high 
level, he didn't play as good and I 
play every year a little bit better, so 
that is a big chnnge obviously but 
tonight's match was maybe how it 
was 7 years back. 

Old you think Beirls that he could 
recapture the 1 f'B4 quality ever again 
or did you think-it had gone forever? 

I haven't playeci him in 1984 so 1 
cannotjudge th at but I've had very 
close matches amd we had matches 
in Davis Cup I nsmember in 1987 
when 1 played al so extremely well 
and so he was still able to play firom 
time to time a gr,eat match as he 
has played against me. 1 remember 
in 1989 in a semt-flnal-he played an 
excellent mateh as well it wasjust I 
played a little beitter. I didn’t play as 
good as I can toiiight. 

Docs n wonyyou iat ail when you hafva 
an Impottant match Hkc this and you 
find your form Just; deserts you? 

hty career sp ^ ?,ias neverltieen 
stea^t 1 have hatl very high ups 
and very low downs. I ptoy 

i good then I'm really good and I can 
also play very bad andihaveahard 


DEFENDING 
CHAMPION 
BORIS BECKER 
LOST TO 
JOHN McENROE 
3-6,4-6,5-7 IN 
THE THIRD 
ROUND OF THE 
AUSTRALIAN 
OPEN. 
EXCERPTS 
FROM 

BECKER’S POST 

MATCH 

INTERVIEW 


BAD 


time always being in the middle, 
that doesn't flt my personality. 
I’m always very good or very bad. 

You mean that tonight you wer e v er y 
bad? 

I wasn’t very good. 







A PERFECT LQ VHMAfPH 


I N a tennis world full ofbusir^s deals 

transactions there Is al least one paitnershlp 
that's all for love. Pranks Fra^iiertttaaj^^ln 
professional tennis. A map whose dirtk uk •' “ 

Lova 8tpry...tilalaavB'k ebaefi la haf .. . 
husband 











,: '!Thii^spi(^p^aBure'beratiw'i;i^ica^ 

off tjie ctftirt. m thf 1 felt responsile^'w 

h^ineab- OnJh9*dMi«0^crti3ltepfl^'^>^ 


ow life tdbe t^^li'm^ndte«upin|)|tny 
.ifiatl^apu^&^l.ddptMnjlcd^ 

* ' ' be^t iqinJt^ifejwW 
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Let THE 

BLOOM REJVIAIN» 
WnHA 

S1EADYINCOML 


AksimA 


Retirement may seem like a very 
unsure time, especially financially 
Akshaya Pension Yo|ana assures you 
of a good, steady income, month 
after month 

By*8epositing Rs 100 or in multiples 
thereof, every month for a period of 
5 to 10 years — you get on attractive 
pension, every month for the rest of 





your life You could use it os an 
additional income for your children's 
education or other expenses 
What's more, your pnncipal amount 
remains intact So don't let retirement 
unnerve you Check out details on 
Akshaya Pension Yojona, from ony 
of our branches 


Bank of Bimde 













READERS’QUIZ 


QUESTIONS 


•heavyweight 
champion became 
a restaurateur after 
he quit? 

3 This boxer was 
•on his way to 
the gold medal in 
the 

light-heavyweight 




Angles Olympics, 
1984. but was 
disqualiiled for 
failing to hear the 
referee’s call in his 
scmi-iinalbout. 
Later he returned to 
become the world 
heavyweight 
champion. Wlio 
was he? 

4 Who said. 

•"Professional 
boxing treats a 
fighter like a 


commodity to be 
bought and sold 
and discarded 
when he is no 
longer of use"? 
r East 

^•Germany’s first 
Olympic medal 
winner was a boxer. 
Name him. 

6 The only 
•Indian to have 
won an individual 
OIjrmpic medal in 
the 

post-independence 
era did so in 
freestyle wrestling. 
Who was he? 

7 Who was the 
•first black 
boxer to become 
world heavyweight 
champion? 

8 who holds the 
•record for the 
eatest number of 


Olympic gold in 
boxinain 1908. 


I'd still get a full 
house"? 

A What are the 
X • real names 


I® 




Which world 
•super-feather¬ 
weight champion, 
who retired 
recently, was 
nicknamed the 


champion was that 
of Joe Louis. Whose 
was the shortest? 



61 ' 




















NATIONAL BADMINTON 



B AGGA BI 
THE REST 


H Eran't hear. He 
<-an'< speak 
coherently. But 
he can play 
badnilntoh. And 
before that he 

used to play squash. Well enough 
for him to win the National funior 
Idle in the latter game. And now, 
flespite his handicap, he is found to 
be good enough to win the senior 
Idle in thejust concluded National 
Badminton championship, 
sponsored by Bunia Carona. at 
Madras 

Yes. Rajeev liagga Is a deaf mute. 
But too much should not be made 


Mani 

wl 


liusha Pawangadkar: upset 
in over Seema Bhandarl 



Deaf and dumb Rajeev Bagga lifted the 
men*s title at this year’s Nationals 


of his handicap. At least his mother 
would not like it. *1 le Is not 
physically handicapped nor is h<* 
mentally handicapped. I resent d 
when someone keeps rclcmng to 
him as handicapped . she said in 
Madras dunng the chanipioiishtp 

So let’s concentrate on his 
badminton skills. And Indeed there 
have been times when he has made 
his perfcclly normal oppKinent look 
handicapped- physicallv and 
mentally, lhat Is. 

Rajeev Bagga is 26 years old. 
Certainly not a prodigy by any 
chance. But his story is no less 
inspiring or sensational Anotflcer 
m Hindustan Petroleum In 
Bombay. Bagga first came Into 
prominence when he defeated 
Prakash Padukone, then In the 
twilight of a great career, during 
the Jammu Nationals in 1988. He 
next hit the headlines when he won 
the badminton title in the Silent 
Olympics a couple ol years ago. But 
It seemed like Ihe national title 
would elude him Alter all. there 
were players with seemingly better 
credentials around In George 
Thomas, Vimal Kumar. Praveen 
Kumar and Dipankar 
Bhattaehaiya. 

But Bagga obviously has a heart 
of oak. Aware of his talent, he was 
comlneed that all he needed was 
more match practice and a higher 
standard of physical fitness, ills 
mother recalled at Madras: "Eveiy 
day. Rajeev Is on the court, 
practising hard and doing 
strenuous physical fitness 


routines. He was dciermined to 
make It to the lop . 

Indeed the title tnumph at 
Madias was llie r ulmination of a 
dream that had liecii with Bagga 
ever since he exc hanged his 
squash racket for a badminton 
racket over a decade ago. He Is 
such a gilted b«ill player that 
tomorrow if he were to give up 
badminton and take up another 
game, one Is sure f hal he would 
excel at 11. 

But that may be at some time In 
the luture. At the moment, he is the 
monarch ol Indian badminton. 
Though It was not always smooth 
smiling for Bagga at Madras. On 
three occasions, he dropped a 


pjhysicaify 
n is 

mtntalfytw \ 

r^e^nt it when someone 
k^eps referrins to him as 
handicapped’ -Rajiv 
Bagga’s mother 


game before winning. But as If to 
emphasise his fighting quaUUes, 
each time he dropped the first 
game and then eSme back to win. 
The first was against Junior 
National champion Gopichand in 
the pre-quarter final. The second 
came about in the semi-final 
against second seed and last year’s 
runner-up Praveen Kumar. And In 
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Raleev Bagga: a wonderful win 
atMadraa 

the final against top seed and hot 
favourite Dlpuikar Bhattachaiya. 
came the most remarkable 
transformation, for Bagga lost the 
first game 1-15 In Just ten minutes. 

There was an.unusual incident 
In Bagga's match against 
Gopichand. Not being able to hear 
the scores. Bagga. for once, found 


it difHcult to keep the scores In his 
mind, something that he has 
become adept at. At 13-10 in the 
second game. Bagga thou^t that 
he had won the game and went out 
of the court. Umpire Chengappa, a 
former international and now a NIS 
coach, had to tell him that the 
game was not overyet and then 
showed him the score sheet to 
make Bagga believe it. That was 


the only time that Bagga faltered in 
maintaining match scores; usuafly 
*he sigmdlc^byi^e of 

fingers principally to his mother Ih 
the stands, how many more points 
he needed to wrap up the game. 

in fact Bagga's rapport with the 
crowd was spontaneous. Tall, fair 
and slim, he cuta handsome hgure 
on court and proved that one need 
not be a great cbhversaUonalist to 
be an engaging sporting 
personality. 

As in the men's singles,an 
underdog triumphed in the 
women's singles too. But here it 
must be said that the victory of 
seventh seeded Manjusha 
Pawanghdkar over the top seed 
and favourite Seema Bhandari was' 
less of a surprise than the third 
seeded Bagga's triumph over 
Dipankar. 

The 20-year-old college student 
from Pune had been having an 
Jndifferent season but as soon as 
the Nationals commenced, it was 
obvious that Manjusha was 
playing very well. She disposed of 
fourth-seeded Feroza Baillwala in 
the quarter-final 11-3.11 -0 with 
such ridiculous ease that it 
immediately marked her out as a < 
serious contender for the title. 

Madhumlta's withdrawal gave j 
Seema her big chance of ripping off 
the bridesmaid tag and being the 
bride herself. Her performance up 
to the final was as commanding as 
Manjusha’s and it was only her 
greater experience that made her 
the favourite. But after taklt^g the 
first game comfortably, Seema was 
up against some inspired play by 
Manjusha with a series of telling- 
smashes. Manjusha won the 
second and third games to clinch 
the match and title. 

In the post-Prakash Padukone era, 
Indian badminton has gone 
through a slump steadily through 
the last decade. Interestingly 
enough, Prakash then only 17. 
won the first of his nine successive 
titles when the Nationals were last 
held at Madras twenty years 
before. This Madras National 
however did not throw up anybody 
vdio could be relied upon to make a 
markon the international level. 
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o Wsmiba's Advantage 


A ndrei 

RUDENKO Isom 
sad man Not only Is 
the 5ioviet P) boxer 
c onliiscd fibout his 
nationality not only 
did he miss his shot at 
the wnCt miser 
weight title hetytn 
got slapped into jaiP 
Scheduled to 
(hallenge Frcm hman 
Aiiat let Wamba in a 
title bout in Paris last 
month he got 
bunificd fiom the fight 
when the promotei 
found out that 
fikidenko had been 
jfUled following a 
brawl in Berlin 
Rudenko apparently 
didn t like the way a 
gioupotneo Na/is 
insulted his German 
wife 

The person who 
am t complaining is 
Wamba Know why? 
Four of the nco Na/is 
(Tided up in hospital" 
Nbw you know 



W HEN THE 

Winter Olympic s 
kicks ofi at Albertville 
Fiance next month a 
whole lot oi 
people—and 
equipment —will have 
travelled thousands 
of miles to be there 
The flame for 
instance lit in Greece 
travelled to Prance 


aboaidaspec lal 
Com orde flight Aftei 
an overnight stay at 
the famecl ( h.imps 
Llycees it will he 
manhandled and 
womanhandlc d by 
over 5 000 mnnei s 
who are c arrying the 
torch through cities in 
r\erylicnch 
legion A distance of 


I 
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NO SN0KIAI6 


H ad enough of 
conventiqpal 
sport*:* Irv velcro . 
Jumping Its the new 
Cl a/e in the West All 
you do is pull on a 
jump suit covered 
with Stic kv strips 
Run at ross the room 
take .1 flying leap olf a 
ininitianipolim and 
hit ilu//v padded 
wall 

Ihc aim ol the 
spot (;-*Two (old Fust 
to sec if you can hang 
inthcic Second who 
gc ts highest up the 
wall Intelested'* 




I 000miles ten 
tunc s longc r than 
what the ciow would 
ha\( flown 
What we want to 
know IS how did the 
flame gc t past 
sccuiitv at the ail port 
did it tiavel first c lass 
and most important 
St ated in smoking or 
non smoking seats? 











KARATE 


THE POWER OF THE EMPTY HAND 


C ARRYING on 
with the kata, 
once again we 
remind you 

that all the movements 
demonstrated here are 


done in the opposite 
direction We arc 
displaying them thus 
just foryoui convtnience 

■y thivali Qanguly, 
KyokuahkailiM karat*. 

PHOTOGRAPH HAMANOHAIIA 


2.Keep the left hand out in front as the right leg 
comes in to touch the left 


♦ v 




r'v. <1 






1 .Step forward with the left leg, going into the left 
zenkulsu-dachi while throwing a chudan*oi-tsuki 




* * Ti' 


3. Move the right leg out and go into kibanlachi 








L ast week In this 
column we had 
discussed 
weigh!-losing 
procedures and how the 
diet should be controlled 
to get the body Into 
shape. We had also 
passingly mentioned 
that diet was just one 
part of the formula, and 
the other was exercise. 
This week we are going to 
stress on the latter, and 
by the end of it we hope to 
give you guy.s enough 
reason to hit the weights. 

Exercise is a very 
imtmrtant part of any 
weight-losing 
pmgranune that one 
undertakes. In fact 
anyone who decreases 
the calorie intake to lose 
weiglit should also at the 
same time start an 
exercise programme if 
on<*'s level of physical 
activity is low. When you 
exercise, the metabolic 
furnace ol the system Is 
turned on fully and that 
consumes a lot of heat in 
the form of calories. 

Hence If-s hot 
siir]}rlsingthat exercise 
makes you feel energetic 
while dieting makes you 
tired. And we needn’t tell 
you that lack of exercise 
makes one put on a lot ol 
unwanted kilos. 

It's like keeping cattle 
enclosed in a small area 
and giving them tons of 
foofl. Before long they 






PUMP IT 


gain in kilos and then 
fetch a fair price in the 
market for the breeders. 

Humans are no 
dllTerent. Inactivity is 
one of the major causes 
of obesity In our society. 
U>ok at t hings from 
another perspective: the 
human body was 


Aerobic exercises: the 
ideal way to shape up 


I 
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develoijed over 
thousands of years to be 
active. The metabolic 
system was designed to 
support a creature who 
walked, ran and was 
active. But in today’s 
world giwn half a 
chance, people would 
not leave the comfort of 
the armchair. Life now 
seems to be controlled by 
the advances of science. 

Coming back to 


- -.r. ' 
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exercise, it stimulates 
heat when the muscles 
contract. In fact, over 
75% of the calories 
needed for muscular 
contraction are released 
as heat. During exercise 
the oxygen bums the 
hydrocarbons put in 
through food }o water 
and carbon-dioxide as 
the energy is released. 
You/ muscles convert 
less than 25% into 
mechanical energy, the 
rest is released as heat. 

When one exercises* 
the natural thermostat 
of the system perceives 
the rise in heat and the 
brain turns on the 
natural air 

conditioner—the skin. 
Blood flow through the 
skin increases, making a 
person who has been 
exercising vigorously 
appear flushed. 

This natural 
phenomenon aids in 
eliminating the calories 
by radiation. As the 
exercise is prolonged, 
evaporative action is 
increased by the action 
of the sweat glands that 
is stimulated.by the 
brain. Finally as the 
body is overloaded by 
excessive heat, dripi^ng 
sweat follows. 

If the energy used 
exceeds the erieigy that 
follows from eating, the 
brain sends messE^es to 
put in Qiore food. It is in 
this way that the brain 
helps the body in 
maintaining a stable 
body weight. Of-course, if 
you override the brain's 
stimulus to eat more 
through will-power, then 
you are deflinltety going 





UP FOR 
SHAPE 



to lose weight. 

On the other hand, 
exercise drives the 
calorie—balance system 
to eliminate calories. 
This stimulates the 
system to Increase the 
calorie Intake to keep up 
wll h the loss of calories 
that follows exercising. 
Reducing the calorie . 
intake shuts down the 
energy production and 
decreases heat 
production. 

The Important thing to 
notice out here is that if 
both are used (dieting , 
and exercise) together In 
a sensible manner then 
you are going to 
maintain a more or less 


Fun, frolic and 
exercise will keep the 
system In tune 

stable body weight If you 
reduce your calorie 
Intake and at the same 
time exercise hard 
enough, then you are 
causing a negative 
calone balance But 
pushing yourself beyond 
what your body Is 
designed for, can 
eventually force yourself 
Into undemutntion with 
dlsasterous results 
Let's give you guys 
another reason for 
hitting the gym. When 
you exercise you build 
ydur muscles and the 
size of your muscles are 


important to you 
metaboiically About 
40*^1 of the average botly 
weight in an adult is 
muscles Even at rest the 
muscles arc 
metaboiically active all 
the time That is why a 75 
kilo person who Is 
muscular will use more 
calones than a person of 
the same weight with 
more fat than muscles. 

Another goal of 
exercising is to Increase 
the work done the 

heart. This happens 
because it has to deliver 
more oiQrgen to the 
muscles that are being 
blasted. The muscles 
need the oxygen to act on 


the fuel (food) to release 
calories for mechanical 
energy and. In the 
process, liberate about 
three times as much 
energy In the form of 
heat. This heat is then 
eliminated from the skin. 

Sonowthalwe>e 
given you a run-down oh 
the benefits of exercise, 
the next question 
obviously Is about • 
getting started onan 
exercise programme, 
you need not perform 
high-intensity exercises 
to stimulate the calorie 
loss mechanism, in fact 
very basic exercises like 
wal king and jogging can 
go a long way in your 
losing weight. 

The important thing to 
follow out here is that. If 
before starting on the 
regimen you were 
completely Inactive, then 
the intensity of the 
exercise should be kept 
to the lowest. It should 
only be after a lot of 
time—^when your body 
has got used to the 
feeling of the torture that 
you are inflicting on 
it—that you Increase the 
intensity oi the exercise. 
We're not talking days 
here, but weeks, months 
and years And. ol 
course, remember that 
the most important thing 
oi any exercise regimen 
is to stick to It for the 
results to be evident , 
Exen-ising ofl and on will 
get you nowhere, but 
persistant doses of 
exercise will see your 
body definitely getting 
Into belter shape by the 
day. 

So get cracking guys, 
hit thw gym and the 
weights and you'll be one 
person who. at the end ol 
the year, wfll not have to 
make another resolution 
regarding losing weight 
If you couldn't this year, 
how are you going to do it 
the next year?# 




SPORT SHORTS 


HARRiSOK DILLARD " oipbomes " 

{viry Olympic yimi hit on ciiforNttabii 
L itory- 1 « I94S it wit Hirriton Dillard 

) Dillard had ON tfriam, l« bceema an 
Olympic tprintar. M/hen ha triad out for 
/ j fc'jl' bit tehoolmalat laujhid 

/at hit thinny frama and niekoamcd him 
[/ V'"Bonat' Hit coach looktd at hit frail 

J I ^ **** ‘P''"** 

V J Sm'* 9 bijjiiappointmant, ha let him try 
__ ~ ~ _jVh fof tbc hurdlet. 

/ /I, 7 "B®***" If®*' tiroojar By the time ho 

. J / \l J aor®lted in Baldwin-Wallaea Collaya, ha 

l,J wat a full jrown man . but ttill a hurdlar 
y n Soon ha Wat Amarica't grcalatt hurdler 
J j with 22 coatccultyc vietorictl 

. j But, fata wat cruel. At the Olympic tryoutt 
iJ, ' ,\Dillard porfermad mitcrably la hit tpccialty. 
Wl '' Fct® act datiroy him. Ha gave hit til aad 
^ barely made the team It a SPRINTER! 

83,000 peopla watched Amarica't rcMrd breaking hurdler turned 
tprintcr Old Bonat pul an a taper human effort againtt the batf 
tpnntart in the warld • ha WON the 100 meter dath in Olympic 
record time. 

Dillard't dream came true, ha had hit Olympic geld medal • 
not at a hurdler but c SPRINTER! 




Be a spofT 



^‘lowcsTtt-mi 
smes in eoLF 

The lowett teera ever recorded an an 18-Hale par 7A gnlt mnrta 
wat Si itrakct. Thit incredible teora wat aehioNd by tbc Englith 
profcttional A. E SMITH, at the Waalaeamba eaurta on January t, 
19361 The Wooluomba wurta meatured 4,248 yardt. 



Twenty t<x yaart later, Augutt 
19,1962 Smith't tearc wat 
matched by HOMERO BUNCAS 
of Houtton, Tcxatl Blaneit alto 
tcarad SS ttrokat at the 5,022 
(par 70] Premir Golf Courtc in 
Longview, Texat. 





"This is cruiserveight...You're 
in the battleship division." 


"The greens are easy but the 
traps are murder." 





Why this 
pathetic per¬ 
formance? 


T he miserable start by the Indi¬ 
an team Down Under—losing 
the first two Tests and making 
heavy weather of the WSC 
competition—has proved that 
their supposedly superior batting 
strength lay only on paper. Time 
and time again th^ have crumbled 
under pressure as the batsmen 
struggle to come to terms with the 
fast bouncy wickets of Australia. 

The only saving grace for India 
has come in the form of Kapil Dev. 
What a performance he put up with 
the ball to become the second high¬ 
est wicket-taker In the world In 
Test cricket! It is time the others in 
the Indian team get motivated by 
Kapil's never-say-die spirit, v- 
Only then can India hope to salv¬ 
age some of their pride Down 
Under. 

ARSHAD. 

Assam. 


Marvellous 


T he article. The best and worst 
of tennis* in the issue dated 
8-14 Jan was really good. It served 
to give the synopsis of the year in 
tennis that was 1991. The sports 
calendar that came with the issue 
was equally praiseworthy. Now the 
readers have to Just go through the 
issue to find out the dates of the 
major events in the year. 

Now. howaboutaStefll Graf post¬ 
er from SportsworJd. 
SUBRATSAMAL. 

Buila. 


Good going Shastri 


I Twas only in the thlrdTestagain- 
st Australia at Sydney that the 
Indian batsmen rose to the occa¬ 
sion. And what an Innings Ravi 
Shastri played! It was a pleasure 
seeing him bat like the Shastri of 



Shastri certainly Impressed with 
his double century at Sydney 


old. And more importantly, his inn¬ 
ings came at the right time to silen¬ 
ce all his critics who were question¬ 
ing his form and on some occasions 
even his inclusion into the side. 

Tendulkar, of course, just conti¬ 
nues to impress and his centuiy at 
Sydney was a real pleasure to 
watch. 

Another point of consolation to 
the Indian fans is that Shastri ' 
appears to have struck form in his 
bowling. A good sign because he is 
one plaj^r who could be pivotal to 
India's hopes Down Under. 

SRINIVASNYAPATHY. 

Rajahmundry. 


Purposeful 


C DNGRATUIAnONS to 
Sportsworld and Shevlin 
Sebastian for the highly purpose¬ 
ful, and very well written article on 
Mlhlr Sen. Itwas realty asad remin¬ 
der that not all our sportsmen are 
in good condition. 

It certainly would be a good idea 
If an appeal was made for readers 
to send In their contributions to the 
swimmer's residential address. 
Sports organisations and industri¬ 
al houses can also do their bit for 
him to get specialised medical 
attention. 

Only In that way can we give the 
swimmer with an Indomitable spirit 
his due. 

S.HUSSAIN. 

Dibrugarh. 




















NEW DELHI 


Cash Awards 


F orty eight of the 49 sports- 
persons who won medals in 
iriternstlonal events in 1991 were 
.awarded cash prizes by the Union 
Govt, at the Indira Gandhi Indoor 
Stadium at Delhi on Jaji. 11. The 
comeback queen Shiny Wilson bag¬ 
ged a large booty—a cash award of 
Rs 2.25 lakhs—for her gold medal 
In the 400 metres and 4 x 400 
.metres relay and silver medal In 
the 800 metres at the ATF in Kuala 
Lumpur In Octolier 1991. Glamour 
girl Ashwlnl Nachappa who was to 
get Rs 50,000 for her relay gold at 
the ATF did not turn up, due to a 
film assignment. 

Calcutta-base chess player. 
Dibyendu Barua got an award of Rs 
2 lakhs, for obtaining the Grand¬ 
master status in Januaiy 1991. 
Dibyendu is the second Indian 
after Vlshwanathan Anand to get 
the Grandmaster status. 

Tabic tennis ace Kamlesh Mehta 
got Rs 1.25 lakhs for finishing run¬ 
ner- up to England's Alan Cooke In 
the Commonwealth Table Tennis 
championship at Nairobi. Teena¬ 
ger Mantu Ghosh of Slliguri got Rs 
93,750 for helping the Indian 
women’s team emerge runners up 
in theCommonwealthT.T., and get¬ 
ting a bronze medal in the women 
doubles, along with B. 
Bhuvaneshwarl. 

The awards were also given for 
earlier performances. The Indian 
hockey team which ilnishbd 
runners-up to Pakistan in the 
1989 Asia Cup at Delhi were also 
rewarded. Each player got Rs’ 
18,750. 

Overall, the Human Resources 
Development Minister. Mr Aijun 
Singh distributed cash awards 
worth Rs 34.62.500 to notable per¬ 
formers in Indian sports. 1989-91. 
The largest amount went to Yacht¬ 
smen Farokh Tarapore and Lt. Kel¬ 
ly Ruo. a princely sum of Rs 3.75 
lakhs each, for winning the World 
Yachting Enterprise champion¬ 
ships last year. 


K. Saramma receiving a cash 
award from Minieter for Human 
Resources, Ar|un Singh 


ROURKELA 


Inter-Steel 

Athletics 


T he 29th edition of the Inter 
Steel Athletics and Cycling 
Championship was held at the 
Ispat Stadium recently. 
Unscheduled rains during the 
meet did have an adverse elTect on 
the performances of the athletes. 
Two cycling events had to be 
cancelled. As expected Tisco 
continued its hold over the team 
championship trophy with a tally 
of206 points. Host Rourkela 
finished second with 129 points, 
while Durgapur finished third with 
91 points. 

International Hemanta Patel of 
Rourkela became the fastest man 
of the meet by winning the 100m in 
10.9 seconds. He claimed the long 
jump 'gold also.'S.K. Pradhan, 
also of Rourkelk, bagged three gold 
medals in the 400m. 400m hurdles 
dnd 4x400 relay. S. Ghosh ofUsco 



!i 


asserted his supremacy In the 
middle distance races by winning 
golds in the 800m and 1500m. 
while S.K. Mukherjee fl'iscoj 
claimed gold medals in 5000 and 
10000 metres. 

Balwlnder Singh won the gold 
medal in the shot-put. R.R. Singh 
of Tisco claimed the decathlon gold 
wllh 4819 points. He was also 
adjudged the best athlete of the 
meet as he won two more silvers 
and one bronze medal. 

Except for Bhilai Steel Plant, all 
other Steel I’lants participated in 
this four day meet. 

Mr MG Singh—^Executive 
Director, RSPgave away the 
trophies onthe ccmcluding day. 



N.N. Memorial 
Cricket 

•F. 


M ohan meakins won the 
fourth N.N. Memorial Qrlcket 
Tournament, which was held at - 
Mohan Nagar Sports stadium. 
They proved their supremacy by 
beating Steel Authority of India by 










91 runs to take home the coveted 
Golden Eagle trophy as well as a 
prl/c money cheque of Rs 30.000 

Having lost the toss. Mohan 
Meaklns put together a total of 241 
for four In 45 overs, this being the 
highest score oi the tournament 
With SAIL havmg to avenige six 
runs per over, the match was 
almost over beiore it started 'I he 
SAIL batting c ollapsed at 150 for 
eight 

Eai Her in the semi finals, Mohan 
Meaklns had beaten SWILXl by six 
wickets and SAIL had defeated Oil 
and Natural Gas Commission by 
15 runs 
RiMiolpli Vanes 


TRIVANDRUM 


State Junior 
Athletics 


T he .35th Kerala Slate Junior 
Amateut Athletic 
t hampionship was c (inducted 
under a new age foi mat (iinder-i 4 
U 17 U 20) for the first time 
1 1 ivandriiiii c lainied the ovetall 
(hampionship with 100 pts while 
Kottayam finished sc( ond 
Minimol Joseph and Ram 
Kumar (both representing 
3 nvandrum) became the fastest 
girl and boy clocking 12 3 and 11 0 
se( respec lively In the 100 mis 

tourtecn year old Haridasof 
Kottayam c ontinued his 
suprema( y m the 800 mts (2 m 
01 6 sec) and 3000 mts (9 m 18 4 
set) He also won silver in the 1500 
mts with a time of 4m 16 7s 
Sajeev Kumar, a cricketer turned 
jumiier leaped 7 28 mts to win the 
longjumpgold 

In the senior girls section. Bobbi 
Aloyslus of [Thrissur attracted 
everyone s attention by winning 
golds in the longjump and high 
Jump Ikibbv pushed the favoui Ite 
Lekha Thomas to the second spot 
with a leap of5 85 mts in the long 
jump On the final day of the meet. 
Bobby shocked PS Blnduirf 
Railwa 3 rs, the No 2 high jumper in 
India, ^clearing 1 62mts Bindu 
jumpedapoorl 59 mts in her third 
attempt to claim silver Her 


personal best is 1 71 mts 
Some results: 

Senior boys: 

10 km waJk~P S Blju fthnssur) 
54 13 0 sec 

1500 mts PA Babu n hrissur) 
4 069Sec 

Shotput Devapiasanth 
(CalKiil)- 11 55 mts 
Decathlon 1 B Madhu 
(Alappu/ha) 4817 pts 
Senior Girls: 

Javelin AiiithaChandy 
(Kottayam)—35 14 mts 
1500 mis—Shei ba 
Josepli—5 00 mins 
Heptathlon Ancy Philip 
(Kottayam)—4110 pts 

Minimol Joseph: fastest girl in 
the meet 


C Subramoniam, Director 
General of Police distributed the 
prices 

Saiaev Kumar T.II. 


MADRAS 


National Beach 
Volleyball 


1 1 is a sport that is already very 
popular in Brazil. United States 
and Japan And with beach 
volleyball being played in this 
(ountiy too with mw h 
enthusiasm the Volleyball 










Fecleralion ol India (VFi) Ihouf^ht 
(hr time was ripe to introduce the 
sport on a eonipetitlve level. And so 
it was that the inauf^ural National 
Beach Volleyball championships 
were organised by the Marina 
Beach Volleyball Club on the sands 
oi the Marina at Madras this 
month. And the immediate 
impression one got at the end ol the 
three-day meet was that the sjM>rt 
was here to stay. Not only th.it. it 
would probably gain in populftrity 
over the comingyc.u s. 

For one thing, i h<*re was 
encouraging response irom the 
States. 'rWenty-seven teams from 
lHanili<iled units participated 
with some ol the Slates fielding 
more than one t<*am. Tliose 
participatingineinded l.’iSlates 
and Union 'rerritorics besides 
units like I he Air Force. Sfjorls 
Authority ofindia. and Banks 
Sports Ikiard. 

Tlie .second encouraging factor 
was the tremendous spectator 
ri'sponsc On all three days, large 
crowds ('onverled on the Marina to 
watch the interesting proceedings. 
Beach volleyball Is a simple, 
fast paced, action oriented sjHirt 
with just two players on eltlier side 
and that is the reason why it has 
caught the fancy in certain areas in 
the world despite being a 
comparatively new entrant. 

Brazil has already played hpsi to 
the world championship twice ami 
se\’en countries have partlclpateil. 
Wit h the game catching on in Asia. 
Japan is likely to host the Asian 
Championship some time this 
year. And the winners of the 
Madras Nationals will bt* sent to 
the Asian championship according 
to VFI sources. 

Tile winners incidentally were 
Tamil Nadvi. Tliere were actually 
eight groups into which the 27 
teams were divided. Tlie unmiers ol 
each group qualified for the 
kiioi'k-out quarter finals. Tamil 
Nadu *A’ and ‘B‘. Bengal, 
imasthan, SAi. Maharashtra, 
Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh 
made it to the last eight stage by 
topping their respective pools. 

I^om this group. Tamil Nadu ‘A‘ 
ai» b'. Maharashtra and Andhra 
qti^'fled for the semi-finals. At this 
Tamil Nadu *A'represented 


by Ahmed Ali and T. Sathi beat 
Andhra US 5 while Maharashtra 
represented by DInesh Kumar and 
K.G. Jayan got the better of Tamil 
NaduB’15-13. 

All the matches till the final were 
played on liest oi one game but the 
final was played over best of three 
games. With Ali and Sathi spiking, 
setting and blfs'kingefTcclively. the 
one sided match was over in 20 
minutes with thcTN pair winning 
12 - 1 , 12 - 1 . 

There was al.so a women's event 
which attracted five teams and was 
played on a round-robin basis. The 
competition was so keen, that 
there was a three-way tie among 
Tamil Nadu. Bengal and the host 
club, the Marina Beach Volleyball 
Club. All these teams had a record 
of three wins and one loss. But on 
b<*tterpolntsaverage. the host i>lub 
were declared the winners. 

Bengal were second while Tamil 
Nadu flnlsheil third Maharashtra 
which had a rei'ord ol one win and 
three losses, was fotiilli while 
Kerala which lost all its four 
matches were last. The winning 
team was represented by Sundri 
and iJavalakshmi. 

Partab RamchaiMi 


National Junior 
Wrestling 


H aryana and Delhi emerged 
worthy wiimers In the 
freestyle and Greco-Roman catego¬ 
ries respectively, of the 12th edi¬ 
tion of the National Junior Wrestl¬ 
ing championship.held at Bharat 
Singh Memorial Sports School. 
Nidani near Jlnd. Haryana 
recently. 

Hosts Haryana bagged nine 
golds, two silvers and five bronze 
medals in Greco-Roman and free 
style and won the overall team 
championship. Delhi, with six 
golds, four silvers and three bron¬ 
zes and Maharashtra with two 
golds, three silvers and two bronze 
medals were second and third, 
respectively. 



Anil Kumar: winner in the 58kg 
Greco Roman section of the 
National Junior Wrestling 
championships 

In (he Greco-Roman style, Dee- 
pak Yadav-50kg. Anil Kumar- 
58kg. Pratap-68 kg. and Dharam 
Pal-88 kg (all from Delhi). Shan¬ 
kar-63 kg. Jltender-54 kg, Krishan 
Kuniar-74 kg, Naresh Kumar-over 
88 kg (all from Haryana), and 
Laxmi Narayan-81 kg (Orissa) and 
Namdev Vadhera-46 kg (Maha¬ 
rashtra) won t he gold medals. 

Anil Kumar of Delhi created a 
major upset by overcoming AJay 
Kumar of Madhya Pradesh in the 
58 kg weight category in 
Greco-Roman. 

In the free style section, Jagblr 
Singh-50 kg. Karan Veer Singh-68 
kg. Naresh Kumar-63 kg. Raj- 
beer-74 kg. and Ramesh-61 kg (all 
from Haryana), Parveen Datta-M 
kg. Vlrender Kumar-58 kg (both 
from Delhi), Subhas-461^ 
(Rajasthan), and Jai Bhagwan-88 
kg (Chandlgarh^won gold medals. 

Haryana Governor. Dhanik Lai 
Mandal gave away the prizes, in his 
address, the Governor said the 
Slate Government would set up 
international facilities to promote 
traditional games like wrestling 
and kabaddi. 

SuMsfiKimiwUHi 











ONeoFTMEMOSr 
COMMON WAYS or 
»rifipoiuNfiA6Hor 
i» iNoeciOiON 
oveftCLOo 
5KLBCriON. 


Onccyouhaic ' 
TMCENMJLFACrORO 

intoaSwunt'..... 





....ue,wiND,pidTAMce, 
PIN POSITION -'CHOOSE A 
CLUB AND OTICK V/lTH IT., 


Auowino doubts ro enteryour 

MIND CAN only OIYBAT YOU FROM 
PLAYINO AN AOOffeSSlYE SHOT. 


































QUIZ 


QUESTIONS 

1. What does ‘ace’ mean in golf? 

2. What is an 'Adolph' in gymnastics? 

3. What is 'hot comer* in baseball? 

4. With what sport is ttie term "Indian 
check" associated? 

5. What is meant by "in side"? 

6. What is a "shoot set"? 

7. in basketball what IS a "double 
dribble"? 

ANSWERS 

1. To make a hole in one on a specific 
hole. 

2. A trampoline stunt consisting erf a 
forward somersault wibi 3 M2 twists. 

3. The third base position. 

4. Lacrosse. 

5. The serving side in certain court 
games (as badminton, handball, or 
squash rackets). 

6. A low fast set made to a spiker near 
the sideline in volleyball. 

7. An infraction in basketball that 
results when a player dribbles the ball 
with both hands simultaneously or 
continues a dribble after allowing the 
ball to come to rest In one or both 
hands and that results in loss of 
possession of the ball. 

CHESS 

I MAGINATION Is an essential 
Ingredient in a good 
chess-players make-up. Of course. 
Judgement and calculating ability 
are needed to temper the creativity. 
Sometimes you need courage as 
well. It takes great daring to play 
the kind of piece sacrifice this game 
features. Especially against a high 
class player like Khallfman. 

White: Khallfman Vs Black: 

Hulak Jugoslavia '91. 

1 d4 NfB 2 04 s8 3 Nf3 b6 4 Ne3 bb4 5 BgS 
Bb7 8 sS Bc3 7 bc3 dS S Nd2 Nbd7 9 f3 h610 
Bh4 0*711 ee2 #512 s4 NI813 tin Ng614 
Bf2NM IS Na3(H>. A novelty. Earlier 
games have featured l^-^6-h5 
16 Bfl ^ 17g3 Ne618 Bg2 as in 
Benjamln-Amason Novl-Sad ‘90. 

18 Bn R(o817 g3 (See Diagram). 
Black could play the normal 
17—Ne6 18 Bg2 conceding a slight 
edge to white. Instead he plays a 
spectacular sacrifice. 17—Bs4t? 

18404084. White could also think 
ofl8gf4ef419fe4Qe420Rgl fe3 I 


QUIZ/CHESS/BmOG 

21 BgS e2t when black Justifies his 
material Investment. Also 18 deS 
QeS 19gf40c320Ke2Bc221 Qcl 
NhS gives an attack. 

19 Qd4 cSI Black could get 
suckered by 19--Ne4? M Nf5! 20 
0(12 No4 21 Qc2 CMBI?.Black wants 
more than the Inferior ending after 
21—Nf2 22 012 QeS 23 QeS ReS 24 
Kd2Rf325gf4etc. 

22 Bgl ? This loses. White could 
try 22 Rcl! or even 22 0-0-01? and 
hope to come out on top. 

22—Nc3 23 gf4 dSf The same reply 
wins against 23 Kc 1 ie dSI 24 ^3 
d4 25Qb3 Ng6.24 Bg2 Rods 25 cdS NdS 
28 O^-O No3. Black could also play 
the pleasant endgame 26—Qa 127 
Qbl Qbl 28KbI Nc329Kcl Ndl 30 
Ndl Rel 31 Bf3 Rd3 32 Bf2 Rdxd 1 
33Bdl Rhl.27Be3Qa128Qb1 Qc329 
Qc2Qo330Kb1Rd1. 

31 Rdl 0(4 32 B<« Qb4 33 Kol Rol 34 
Rol Ool 35 Kb2 g6 3SBb5 0b4 36 0b3 0b3 
37 Kb3 (5 39 Kc3 Kf7 40 Kd3 g5 4104 Kf6 42 
Bo9 g4 43 Ko3 KgS 44 BfaS hS 45 Bn h4 46 
h3 g3 47 KI3 Kf6 48 KM 04 49 Ks3 c3 50 Kd3 
Ke551 Ke3Ks452Kd2Kf3(0-1).An 
interesting sacrifice with an 
instructive endgame thrown In as 
well. 


ijil 
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BBinae 

M ost players are highly 

optimistic at the bridge table, 
never bothering to insure their 
contracts against a foul lie of the 
opposing cards. This Is fiom a team 
^ime In Calcutta:- 
It seems as though West would 
not have escaped with his Ibnbs 
Intact in his contract of two hearts 
doubled but it cannot be set, or so It 
seems to me, by more than three 


NORTH (dummy) 

• 10B4 
*00652 

• OS 

• Q6S 


WEST 

« - 

» J8743 

* 0543 

* 9732 


EAST 

4 Q9S 

* K10 

« AK1076 

* K10B 


SOUTH 
4 AKJ7632 

V A 

4 J2 

4 AJ4 


WEST NORTH EAST 

— - 1 NT (15-7) 

2* DUa Paas 

AllPaas 


tricks, or 500 to North-South. So, 
In a way. i^uth did well to take out 
to four spades, opting for a score of 
620in the makeable spade game. 
Unfortunately, his canf-p/j^was 
not quite up to the mark. 

West started proccredings with a 
diamond and after cashing his 
ace-klng. East shifted to the ten of 
hearts, secure in the knowledge 
that South had a singleton heart, 
probably the ace. Winning this. 
South cashed the spade ace, 
hoping to be able to claim soon. His 
optimism was rudely shaken 1^ 
West's discard and he had to go 
down. 

Do you see how South can, and 
should, play to make ten tricks? 
E^ast obviously has the rest of the 
pack for his 15-17 opening and. 
with West promising five hearts. K 
10 of hearts doubleton. So. on 
winning the heart switch, he 
shoulc^lay the spiade Jack fiom 
handf &st cannot afford to duck 
for then he loses his trump trick 
altogether. 

On the other hand. If he wins 
this, he is end-played. A club 
return away fiom the king or a 
diamond return, giving a 
ruff-and-sluff. or the return of the 
heart king onfy simplifies matters 
for South who has an entry to 
duipn^'s spiade ten. Nor does it 
help East to return a sprade away 
from the nine Ar that gives South 
two entries to dummy. He pan use 
one of these to set up the heart 
queen by rufllng one. Then, he can 
use the second entry to pitch a dub 
on the heart queen and finalfy take 
a dub finesse to land his contract. 











NEW YEAR 



rMt oC aoM 

Coxaof aiMrala* 
nonally—th* d«uua« 
■houldn't iM too bald. 
Just a llttla evarall 
flabblnoas, wlthtbo 
Miatlim taking aoat 
of ttaa boating, 
nothing that a ooivla 
of BontbsoC 
dotamlnad 
gutbiwtara can't work 
off. 

Oat your butt on tha 
floor and work tbosa 
aba, buddy. Do 
alt-upa, doeurl-iwa, 
dorararaa ait-uga, 
doerunobaa, do 
twlatlng trunk Ilf ta. 
Xkt anything you Ilka. 
But do aoaMthlng 
about It right now. Or 
alaa, you'rahlatory. 

hat'a flrat aaaaaa 
thadaaMga. All thin 
tlaaof Inactivity 
haa prdbably aada tha 
abdoadnal auaolaa 
loaa tbalr f Imnaaa. 
ftaat' a wby thagr'ra 
aagglng outwarda a 
llttla* allowing 
hlnta of apauneh. 
Plua* all thoaa antra 
calorlaa you'vabaan 
gulping and apoonlng 
into your body haa 
laf t a f raah layar of 
tat oalla along tha 
dbdoadnal wall. 
that' a what nakta It a 
llttla aof tar to tha 
touOh. Cuddly* yaa* 
but not forua f Itnaaa 
fraaka. 

Mowt&a 

rapalr-worfc. Plratot 
all you'va get to gat 
tha aba baok to tuU 
atraagth. lhatnaaaa 

oaMMlaao till ytm 
aba a et aan^for 
■oMy* • .aadthattdO 






im'irwpQMtihifciMNi 

JBO0tpCt>WI T « B»t p r 


ymmtrn tim tn^ nUm * 

OOTMllPPS. . p MWWl ft 
hMw^a« Miron** 
r*MCM tzmk tad*!;*« 

nalavbMiealljftb# 
mamptiaaipUm pi 
aoHMltzunk 
twlata wiMi M yon 
lift tiMUPpnriMdyr 
off th* floor wi^il 
twlatloff notlott on* 

tottoh your olbor* t4 
thooppooie* 
knM—eiila OMSOlOo 
norka tlM lowor abo * 
MmraMaelallsr* tb* 
obliqnaa. 

xdaClaeenyMur 
baok, wltbtMasna 
apraad out <n aitbar 
alda f or atabllltsp* 
ltaan« pravontio^arPtt^ 
body f ran Booklat* 
lift both loffaoCf tin 
f loorwltbottt b a nd i ng 
tbakaaaa* Oooa 
yoa'VO oot yoar faab 
f aeino tM oailiap* 
alowly lownr than 
dom on yoor loft 
aido, till tb* loft 
tbloblaalnoat 
toBohiap tho f loact 
AM lift t banb a^n». 
tbaupffiobtpoaltiailu 
and looor tbabdoOPb* 
tbaotbaraldlO* ' 
a^lttbiailOMMh ,)* 
till you eandbb* 

■era. ttat^iiteM 
bttewtlMi<ib*«^»^« \ 
oattiOfl* tantobl.y>r 
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FOCUS 


JACK NICKLAUS 






<^Eli«r than the kgendwy 
.Jpj^MpdausM.who spends a 
oed of hto vahial^ time 
hg several courses fn the 
jkates ami also across die 
. It seems as though 
li^jddaiisls going 1o leave a log^ 
off the goif cmirses’as wen. 


Igddaus have to si^ "The 
demand Is still there, but ^ 
econoniylant" Optttniidleal^the 
buih^ge^oontlnued: "WeVegot 
peo^ calUflg us allidie time to 
Dufld g^oourseS.” 

ButitiiataboutUscoittBcm|a 
Astavitwra tlmgamehaoplidijed^ 
eaiuideiat4y7'’yeah,bwnnessto 
off In Aria...." sajrs Nteldaussdio 
haddonegoodbusinessin 
Thailand vdiera 14 coiiiaw.iivra 
constnictedtnrhlaco^gMmgr. 

NlcUaus, tnenwnknowto 
golferaastheOolddi&ear. hasset 
the high standaidshy whlcb afl 
praflaHAonalgcdfarsiiratnea^^ ; 
and has ambltioimge^fiti’hia 
corporate boktiitg. Aliesa^ XKir 
thrust has been In tibelast ftnr 
years to devdopa buslne^to 
wherattbecmnesabtariiiMmand ' 
not Just a Jade Niddaus." 

Everything in his Palm Beadi 
Khdtfamlalofflce^the Golden Bea^. 
Ihteiiiattonar ^vfaichls mariii^ 

9S emidoyees) is hlgh'tech. 
Itiddfi^ le his own manager, but 
tirid^sji^ainlnbrtaakmtl^ 

w^^urnbiella. 
mriiitidNririglyunbdt^^ • 
US and 

tfWjMmMii I liniiniliiii began liy 




nKmii 


A New Course 
In Life 
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Even though the gdng 
wasn't anooth, you never 
lost the spirit. That's how 
you've reached so far. And 
we cheer your peifocmance. 
But now, if s time to give it 
ail you've got. Your spirited 
best. 

l.et The Celebrations 
Continue. 




OFFICUl SPONSORS OF THE INDIAN CRICKET TEAM 
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SporisworUl 


COVERAGE OF THE 
ADELAIDE TEST 
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IN SPARKLING FORM. SHOULD INDIA S 
STAR ALL-ROUNDER BE LEADING THE SIDE? 




'c.Vc> 
























































ARELA IPE TEST: Andy O’Brien provides an wKheHqwt 
carnage 10 

HYDERABAD CRICKET: NAWABS AND COMMONERS: 
Book Mtiact from IVickets In The East* 30 

THE ENTOUiUGE ERA: Andy O’Brien e^laNsngcairiag 
phenomenon In modem tcnnlSi whOKOilii piayet it 
accompanied by less than Bvepetvlethecowdn’t be a star 30 

JOHN McENROE: THE BRAT TURNS ANGEL: At the 


.TTTim nTiijTnr 


wopie weren't j 
but also about his Demviow. And believe irwaot, wefe 
talking about angelic behaviour •S*Mss*»«MMev««a«Nas*BMs«Uf«MSos*s*se 4Z 

AUSTRALIAN OPEN FINAL: Flinders Pack comes alive m 
Edbergand Courierflghtltoutfor the first grand slam tlrie of 
tike year ••••♦♦■♦•esfo*—dv*—ifosf—svws^sooesf svt»*ovv»*><sw#s*ss»»v4*o€o»s»evsss. 40 


rnin 11 nm rr^a rtrrrTrtrr 


QUIZ/CllESS/BRIDGE_ 


s— smssv»4«»ws—— sowssysssesfya f WtsoO i 


40 PLUS AND STHX GOING STRONG: John Walker is all set 
to be tile flntt 40<yeai>old to break four minutes for tile 
mile 

••••••■MSMAMMtaMSSSSVMOMSHSMVVSOSOOVtMSWOMSasSMMOoaSSMSsenSSMStesMSlpSOM 75 


THE FITNESS COLUMN, 


sssMsseseseSssssosaesssaSSvases t 


DIFFERENT STROKES 


•■•ssssassessoMseMMssaessesssseess^sessf^SeSMaSsseesas ' 


FREEWHEELING 


Ail Illustrations by Dsbaslsh Deb 























































ANDY O’BRIEN spoke to a lot of people—^including Kapil 
himself—about the resurgence of this ^tty all- rounder. Is he the right 
man to lead the Indian cricket team? Rod Marsh wants him for Prime 

Minister! 


A DCLAIDLis(onstdercdtht niim l^isVfjjas w<is|usl thitt witk* Isawav* 

olAusltdlia Ilyouvcbeei)(olhiscitv ind Ihrii wicktts Yts t!>a( s.iloiu*w>\ I.Khwitkct 

hav<ntvisitedtlutrisinobvth( skI( ullht isaloiiKwiv Smipltsiraif'htforwaidlofiit iiials 

railway station tlu n you h ivc ii t b( < n to Kapil Oi \ 

Adelaide Diirini'the toiulh lest matt b >oii(onl(i ^howloni^thin isilwiikits thi inimbu K.ipii 

have laid a small wai<rrtlial one ladvlntlu ninuof hasiaktiilavii i^ini*2t ’Siltillthi staitoilhi liith 

Panimy Gavaskar would be at om ol tin\anons list Now what odds would those who s<iid In was 

tables trying her luck And ilyou were it ally tin JadidandlinislnilMi'niloi that ’ I in used to those 

betllngkind you eoiild roll yoni mom v onto one Kapil kinds ol thint*s says Kapil when it iiiiiidedol the 

Dtv being then e ve ry eve ning Kapil knoc ki i s Iwi k home 

Not that eithei Kapil or Mrs (ravaskai aie gamblers lellsoinioin heii in Austialta th it K.ipilwas 

Iheybothhapinnlobe gieiithin lovingand ngai did as finished a lew months ago and In II tell 

spontaneous pi ople In lac t Kapil Ihv is iinliii d youlhat you don t know tin oil siele iromthe Itg side 

Lvenblackiackcoinesnatuially tohiiii Aiulwinniiig eiiiaiiieki t held Poi iiiAusli ilia KapilDeviias 
evenmuietutuially thoughlieie it iinant meiely graduaKeirionibiingaiiii i< moit.il Iknowloia 
makingenoiigh it the tasino to t ikee.in ol Ihi lae I saysMiikR.iv < iieke t com sponde nt ol//le 

laundryandolliit iiiildi nlaltxpinse s StnulivA^t imlalormerliisl e I issemkitei hiiiisill 

loKapilDcv eviiythmg IS natural while intn that the Aussie le am i ite shim very veiyhigh lw«is 

mortalssinve evervthingscqaistoiome natuiallyio t tlktngioMaishandUeionlhi othirdav aiidthey 
Kapil eikkc't winning strength luck Lverytliing weie lellingme hriwtightlhe Indian bowling has 

Ihistourol Aiisti alia h is seen a ne w Kapil 'othose luin Anel the n Marsh tin ned to Hoon inds<ud .ind 

whohadallbut wntlin this big he acted bowk I e)ll it min that bugger Kapil Div whole ••••**ingd ly hi 

isacomebaik loKapilitisa iiatuiaMth it word bowlsone liaillunn thatcanbe hit and I hit it anel ge*t 

again) eYte nsion ol mv earc'ci out' Inn an that stlit kii id oliegaid they have loi 

Threeweicnianv whodoubteel whe therKapil woulel Kapil 
have 11 ossrd the 400 maik by the end ol this five lest Yes it see ms that Kipil Dev like wine gelslntler 
series butheie he was at Perth ein the threshold ol i with ige 

major milesteme And vet Kapil wasnt pimping with lint Kripillau^hsat that eeunpanson Ihi 

joy Its still a long wav to go Washc rekiringto ixtieirmanee sptaksloi itsill he sa>slnhis(3eculiar 

Hadlees431 wicket tee ord'^Altei all ttie400inark way Ohyes voudehnile ly get bet ter with age but 


1 KAPIL'S SCORES IN THE 1991 

-’92 WSC SERIES 


Matches Innings Total 

10 10 161 

Highest 

39 

1 

1 KAPIL S BOWLING FIGURES IN THE WSC SERIES 1991-'92 

Matehes Overs Huns 

,10 88 265 

Maidens Wickets 

16 9 


1 KAPIL'SSCORES IN THE 1991-’92 TEST SERIES AGAINST AUSTRALIA | 

Te^ Inmngs Total 

4 7 161 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ -- -- _ _ _ _ 

H^estacore 

56 

A 


KAPIL'S BOWLING FIGURES IN THE TEST SERIES 







that’s provided you are lit. With age your mind gets 
better and if your body is fit enough to do what your 
mind says, then the result is better", is Kapil's logical 
way of looking at it. Kapil sure is fit and takes great 
pride in his record of never having missed a Test 
match for lack of fitness. 

What apart from fitness has Kept Kapil Dev 
ticking...and improving and performing'? 

"Great bowlers have the heart the size commonly 
found in bufi'aloes and Kapil is one outstanding 
example.” says Peter Roebuck. "It gives them courage 
to raise their game when they meet a celebrated 
opponent. And Kapil’s courage puts him in the giant 
class," says Roebuck. 

Yes, there is this complaint that the real Kapil Dev 
only .surfac'es when the competition is at it’s best. 

Many feel that Kapil’s career-tally should have been 




much higher: that he always seemed to liy his best 
against the top order batsmen but tended to relax 
when it came to the tail-enders. Kapil doesn't agree 
fully with that but he does admit that he "goes for the 
bigger challenges. 1 always fight harder then. When it 
is easy. I find it dilficult to motivate myself’. 

"When you consider that Kapil has played 70 of his 
114 Tests in India (55) and Pakistan (15) on pilches 
unsympathetic to pace bowlers", says Rod Marsh, 
■you can appreciate how hard he has had to work for 
his rewards. And, at 33. Kapil is probably bowling 
better than at any stage of his magnificent career. 
Kapil Dev for Prime Minister!" 

Most experts feel that it is the recmergence of the 
deadly outswinger that has brought about the revival 
of Kapil Dev. For two years Kapil seemed to have a 
mental block that made him reluctant to use that ball. 
Kapil blames oneday cricket for it. "Now I’m not 
concerned if I concede a few wide balls. It doesn’t 
worry me. so long as I can keep moving the ball." 

Kapil admits the fact that the Indian bowling is now 
set—"we have a set of bowlers"—he knows roughly 
how many overs he is to bowl. In short, that he is now 
more of a strike bowler than the stock bowler he was 
made to be during the leaner years of Indian bowling. 
Yet reputed cricket writer Ted Corbett still believes 
that "Kapil does It all alone. The others pick up the 
wickets but the serious damage is done by Kapil.” he 
says. 

What ambitions does Kapil have left? 431 wickets 
obviously. But any other, like captaining India again? 

With Azhar's position hanging in the balance and 
Shastrl injured, Kapil's name comes to the forefront 
as possible captain if Azharuddin was ekposed. In fact, 
with Shastrl back home, the management did not 
name a vice-captain for the remainder of the tour. 
Maybe it was too delicate a point. But it was Kapil who 
led when Azhar was off the field. 

No doubt Kapil is ^atly respected by every single 
member of the team—some say even more than Azhar 
is,He is the elder brother. He has the 

experience and also the performance to back him. But 







his record as captain, unfortunately, isn’t very good. 

"See", he says. "I don’t want to get into all this now, 
but every cricketer must do what is good for the team 
and what Is good for Indian cricket. That's the way I 
look at It. I’ll do anything that is good for Indian 
cricket." 

Arid does that mean being captain once again? 
Kapil refuses to answer the question directly, "When 
you have so much experience as 1 now have, you tend 
lo sense things faster than you used to. Frankly when 
I was captain. I was very^mmature but experience has 
taught me how to handle things much better now" 

Is Kapil trying lo say that he will make a belter 
captain now than before? "It's not captaincy", he says 
"it's with every aspect of the game. 1 can handle things 
much better now," 

There Is a rumour that Kapil does have one last 
ambition. To captain India once again. And with no 
disrespect to Azhar. or anyone else, that seems to be a 
perfectly natural respon.se. Many feel that Kapil does 
not offer his captain as much ad\1ce as he used to 
previously. Gavaskar says his e.\perionce is being 
wasted and that Kapil has remained aloof on this 
tour, not giving too much advice on t he field. A 
suggestion was then made to use Kapil's experience 
by making him playing-manager of the team. 'That’s 
.v'ery thoughtful of Sunil. As I ^id I would like to help 
my team and country which ever way I can", says 


Allan Border cannot hide his admiration as he 
confronts the man who on many occasions 
sounded the death knell of Australia's batting 




Richard Hadlee's record of 431 Test wickets is what 
Kapil Is now gunning for 

Kapil. 

Hut would he consider taking up a position like 
I hat? Tire concept ofbeing a playing-manager 
obviously took Kapil by surprise, and he probably 
rang up Gavaskar immediately after our 
conv'ersation. "It all depends on the administ rators" 
he contends. "I low they react lo the suggestion. As I 
said I am ready to do anything for the sake of Indian 
cricket." 

But wouldn't there be a problem if the captain and 
the manager were both playing on the field? 

“Yes. I wonder how it would work out", he says. "But 
if it's good for the country and the team then why not? 
I'll give it a liy. Of course the captain is everything. We 
can only give .sugge.stions and ideas." 

But of late it has l^een quite apparent that not many 
seniors have gone out of their way to give A/har 
suggestions and ideas. Is there any difference of 
opinion in the team? What has kept Kapil away from 
lending his expericnee lo the team "for the sake of 
Indian cricket" which he is so eoncenied about? 

"If we keep going to the captain and telling him what 
to do. it doesn't look gocxl." he explains.” Also, how 
then will the captain leani himsell? People will t hen 
.say that the captain is not doing his Job and that the 
others are doing it for him". 

Question is. would Kapil like lo do the Job that 
A/.har is now doing ? Odds are. yes. he would. 

Question is. can Indian cricket—its administrators 
for example-TorgIve and forget? After all. A/.har was 
made captain to teach a few guys—including Kapil—a 
lesson. 

Question is. will the selectors decide lo change the 
skipper? This is quite possible since indiscriminate 
hacking is the favourite pastime of Indian cricket 
selectors. Question is. will we have a new capi ain for 
India’s tour to South Africa in October this year? If a 
change is indeed made—whether It is required or not 
is a different question—then who can look beyond 
Ravi Shastri and Kapil Dev? Only Indian selectors 
perhaps. Unfortunately they are the people whose 
opinions count. • 
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S IKDONAI D IJKADMAN 
w.is shoe k«*ci It w.is only 
the sec ond day oi the 1 est 
match w lien someone 
in(c-i ruptc d Ins wee kend golf 
session to tell him that tht lourth 
1 1 St at file Adc iaidc 0\ al a few 
kilometres away had already 
enteied Its third innings IheOyal 
wicket the gland old lady of 
Adelaide had suddenly dec ided to 
throw all hei c usi oniary dignity to 
the cool siimmei wind and take to 
the strec ts like the go go girls down 
ihe c Ity s notorious 1 lindley street 
Age had taken the bounce out of 
hei ancio\ei the last six seasons 
she had not produc ed a single 
I esult But it seemed that 
gioundsman Ix's Uuidctt had done 
a decent face lift which had 
pi ovided her the coinage to go wild 
over the long Ausiiaha day 
weekend whk h c oinc ided wit h the 
opening two days oi the mate h 
There was great debate over 
whether the curator (Gavaskar 
tells us that's the English for our 


Just thirty-nine runs 
separated India from 
what would have 
been a remarkable 
Test victory, but 
instead India 
faltered briefly and 
Australia won the 
Test to wrap up the 
series 3-0. Nothing, 
writes ANDY 
O’BRIEN, seems to 
ever go right for India 
these days 


iiw/i) had in lac t gone overboard 
wink trying to gel the old lady to 
lorgc t her sedate days of the past 
siweais 

1 he Australian batsmen 
sullciiiig horn <1 hangover oi 
exc essive slam bang ci icket 
sue c ess in it and the resulting 
champagne seemed hell bent on 
c ountering the famous c lassie 
c ate lies c ontest wnth their own 
\ci Sion of the worst dismissals 
contest In the course of the 
c om|ietit ion they managed to 
scoie 145 runs in then fli st innings 
Skippci Allan Border, who only the 
pre\ lous day had warned his team 
against a suic Idal attitude, 
saying it would be stupid for his 
team to go into the match less than 
100 per cent, would probably have 
won that contest hands down like 
the Pied Piper he gave his other 
batsmen the lead to Jump over the 
precipice It obviously wasnt 

, A 10-wickat haul wiia ample 
reward for McDarmott'a accuracy 
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L ocal resktents refer to rulci. which maybe t|ieumpires 
AUeiaide as ^the and the Aussles have he 
20<minule clly." because said sarcasticalfy. 
that’s the time it takes to cross If |3aig was Hvtd. so was the 
th entire lenjiith and breadth of rest of &e team. An autograph 
this over-grown town.” And that hunter wwi told by Kapil Dev. In 
seems to be the time it took at his polite manner, to to the 
the Adelaide Oval for things to umpire and take his autojsnaph. 
turn topsy-turvy during the He was the man of the match.” 
fourthTpst.Aspertatorwhoven* Needless to say, the following 
tured out to sample the Indian day had the Australian press 
fast food available at the stal- full of how the Indians are big 
Is—with curious nam^ like ’cribbers'. "Had the Indians con- 
Ciirry in a Huny and Tandoori centrated more on their batting. 
Trailer—would have been bovdlng, and fielding, rather 
shocked at the way the game than spend all their energy 
had swung since he left his seat, appealing and criticising the 
Indian manager Hanbir Singh umpiring, they would not have 
had promised to Jump into the been in a position where they 
Torrence river (a la Jim Courier would have found It necessary 
at the Austredian Open! if India to criticise the umpUing.' said 
won. But eventually he didn't thefirontpageorTheAwUrH/ian. 
have to bring out his swimming But there woe those among 
trunks. However both he and the ■ Australians, especially 
the cricketing manager had to p&apie like Ian Chappell and 
bring out all uie diplomacy and Rod Marsh who came down 
tact th^ had to handle what see- hard on the umpiring. “Ii's an 
med to be (he hlghli^it of the absolute Joke,” said Ian Chap- 
match: umpirmg. pell. ”^meBn. I could do a better 

Many decistons bordered bet- Job out there. If Vengsaikar or 
ween ‘genuine mistakes' and Tendnlkar were out, (second 
bias. Insplteoftheconduct code innings of the Adelaide Test), 
that deb^ teams irom crjticis- titien I’m AOutehman.” 
inguniMreainthepre8s,thenor- Rod Aftuafa added: "If you 
maRy otplomatlc Abbas AU Baig don’t IgtoW’Sdiat a wide ball is, 
cbuldn't help saying that he felt or what the no bait rule is: and 
there two seCeof rules out you ere not very stire about the 
there In the middle.‘Some inter- Ibwruietandyou have problems 
pretaUoitiiofthe rules were not counting to six, then please 
aawetanwlt,''hejsaid."someof send In your name to the 
iha 'Ibw’a, wo wonder if they AUMralian CrU^t Board. You 
would h^tNcen Infad^t Just be aUktd to umpire 
sap* ww h«ji Boon at BOrdar, the next rtteket match,” 

Iptat ^ poelvlnt end) The dillteant appheaumt and 
— given UtteuMStaiion of rules under 

p thslsin^to drcuntttances was Just 


we Iwim not 


TIIE 

I MPIRIN(; 


I GeBuilie mistakes 
orbias? 

one of the things that showed up 
the competencl^—if not (lie 
honesty—^ the umpires. A1 
least, three of the eight Ibwdc^- 
sions that went against the Indi¬ 
ans at the Adelaide Test and at 
least three that went in favour of 
(he Aussie batmnen. were 
questlonaldc. 

These decisions tested the 
already strained relations bet¬ 
ween Australian umpires and 
the tourists. Tlie presence oi 
multi-angled slow motion 
replays have only made matters 
worse for theumpires. "With pre¬ 
ssure. even umpires can lose 
their nerves." said veteran 
cricket writer. John Woodcock, 
who was at the Adelaide Test. No 
wonder, during the morning ses¬ 
sion of the flnal day at Adelaide, 
umpire Hair railed two five ball 
oversl ' « 

The point is- had all these 
things happened In the sub¬ 
continent. everyone would have 
cned blue murder. Yet here they 
are referred to as‘genuine misUi- , 

kes,' But Peter Roebuck was 
right when he said. "Never 
a^n. 1 dare say, wftl they (in 
India and Pakistan) care to hear 
a visitor griaa:ling about sub¬ 
continent umpires,* 

When Don Bradman gave 
Indian manager Abbas Ah Baig 
and Sunil Cavaslmr some advi-, 
ce for the Indian team, during a 
dinner at his Adelaide Imme. 
maybe the great batsman 
should have added, "and get 
your own umpires the next 
thne.” 

Oh, and by ihewdy. ian Chap 
pell ia still Australian. 


Andy O Brieii 







PLYWOOD MASTERS SERVES UP 6 THE RICHEST PRIZE MONEY EVENT IN THE 
INDIAN TENNIS CIRCUIT,^THE HOTTEST NAMES IN THE BUSINESS WIU GO FOR 
THE MGUIAR.^ PRO SPORTS MANA6EMBIT ^,SHOWS YOU WHAT GRIT 
AND DRIVE CAN DO. AND TIffi MASTERS REMAIN SARDA PLYWOOD’S 
GROWING COMMITMmT TO THE GROWTH OF THE GAME. 
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Border's day as he gave the lead In 
pressing the self destruct button, 
not being able to practise what he 
preached. 

The grand old lady In her fiftieth 
Test match continued her 
wayward ways when the Indian 
batting, attempting to wash away 
the sins of the past, found 
themselves at the sactlflclal altar 
once again at six for 70 and on their 
knees. Salvation arrived, yet again, 
in the form of Kapil Dev and his 
angels. And this mind you was not 
their first or second coming. It has 
become a regular ritual where the 
Indian tall, having done their duty 
as bowlers, are called upon to be 
the saviour oi India's batting. 

Apart from one innings in the 
SydneyTcst—where the now 
injured Shastrl and the now almost 
heaven-sent Sachin 
Tendulkar-added some 
respectlblllty. every Indian Test 
Innings in this series has been 
propped up by the 'noit-batsmen' 
On all the occasions the Iasi few 
wickets have scored twice the 
number of runs than the top order 
batting has done. At Brisbane after 
lieing .six for 83 in the first. India 
finished at 239 all out. In the 
second knock they recovered from 
47 for five to 156 all out In 
Melbourne it was 109 for six to 263 
all out and 79 for five to 213 all out. 

So It was no real mega surprise 
when m the Adelaide ftrst innings, 
the last four wickets managed 155 
runs more than their seven 
illustrious colleagues who had 
preceded them to the wicket. 

Eighty behind and jolted back to 
earth. Australia soon found out 
more about life on the ground, 
when still short of the &en Indian 
first innings total, opener Geoff 
Marsh was dismissed playing on 
again. Further embarrassment 
would have taken place that 
Sunday evening, but tlie old lady's 
modesty was honourably 
protected ly two very upright 
gentlemen. Messrs ^ter 
McConnaly and Darrell Hair. 

Don Bradman couldn't take it 
any longer. He had to look up the 
old lady: setting his golf cluto 

Taylor’s century somewhat 

ccmipansatad for his slipshod 
catching In the slips 


SCORECARD 


RESULT: AUSTRAUA WON BY 38 RUNS 
AUSTRALIA LEAD THE RVE-TEST SERIES 34) 


^tewtegs) 


MarkTayierbTsndulKv 11 

OsvMBoonbkaptlOsv IS 

AflanBofSarePsndttbTtnduHW 0 

OMnJonMcAzharwMnjbRslu 41 

MaikWM^ibwbPniiiwiw is 

IwiHMlIye Pandit bKn^Oev 1 

MervHughsacManiraKerbKapitOev 2S 
SharaWanwatPeneMbRau 7 

CralsMeOtnnoitbRaiu 0 

MieliaalWhItnsy notout 0 

Extma(10tt>.7rri9) 17 

TOTAI. 148 

Panel wlekata; 1-13.2-S8.3-39,4-SO. 5-77, 
Ml. 7-117. a-141.8>14S, 10-146 

Bowlins: Kapil Oav23-11 -33-3; Manoj Prabha- 
kar 18-3-SS-2, J Srinatti 1M-26-0. Tendulkar 
4-2-104, VenkatapathyRtyu 11.4-7-11-3 


MHMAOstimiliigs) 

K. BriMuintti e Healy bMcOannoR 
N.S. SkHw e He^ b Hughes 
a. V. Mntiralcar Ibw b Hughes 
DJ.Vaii g a a ritarcWau^bMcDafnfiott 
MA. Aihaniddln ibw b McOennott 
BA Tendulkar Ibw b McDermott 
Ka« Oev c Border b Hughes 
MLPnbhakaribw b Whi^ 

C.a. Pendttc Boon b McOarmott 

V.Ralunolout 

J. Srinath e Healy b Whitney 

EKlras:(^,nb-10) 

TOTAL 2 

Pan of wtokata: 1*30,2-;». 3-55,4-84.5-70, 

6- 70,7-136.8-174,9-102 

Bowling; MeOannott 31-9-76-5, Whitney 
26 2-6^2, Hughes 16-S-S6-3, Wama 

7- 1-164, Wai^2-1-34) 


bKapN 

oRaiubKapli 

runout 

nolout 

cPandttbKapH 

cTendulkarbKapil 

cSitkkanihb Kapil 

IbwSnnath 

cPanektbSrtnath 

bRdu 

cSnnathbRalu 

{lb-lS.nb-8) 

I 

Fall of Wlekata: 1-10,2-231,3-377.4-277, 
5477,6446,7-383,8463.9-409 

Bowling; KapH 51-12-1304; Prabhakar 
21-5404. FU4u 56-15-121-2, Srjnath 
37-13-76-2; Srlkkanth 1444, Tendulkar 
20-5-444 


Second Inaings 

bMe£)emiott 22 

ibwbHi^yies 35 

ninout 45 

Ibwb Hughes 4 

e Taylor bMcOemon 106 

Ibwb Waugh 17 

c Marsh b Hughes 5 

IbwMcOemion 84 

c Waugh b McDermott 7 

notout 6 

c Warns b McDermott 3 

<lb4,nb4,b4) 17 

333 

FallofwickeU: 1-52,2-72.3-97,4-102,5-172. 
6-182,7-283,8-291 9-327* 

Bowling: McDermott 201-8-144, Whitney 
17-3-594, Hughes 23 6-664, Weugh 
12-2-36-1, Wame 16-1-604, Border 34-84 













aside, tie paid a visit on the third 
inominn. Influencing the old lady 
io take control of herself and go 
tiac k to the good ol<l days wlien life 
was tar more sedate. Seeing the 
grand old man. she Ijuttoned up 
her blouse, wiped offthat loud 
make up, powdered her nose, 
brushect down her wild hair and 
after cougliing into her dainly 
hanky, annonnet'd tfiat ttie lieetie 
weekend was a thing of the jiast. 
The binge was over. It was 
Australia iJ.iv.ind time for being 
patriotic. 'Id rompen.sate for her 
indulgeiM-es over the weekend 
slie— with occasional lielp from 
thos<‘ two honourable 
gentleinen - gilteil the nation's 
cricket te<im4SI runs 

iiueinin foi an Involuntary tan 
under the South Australian sun. 
Taylor aiifl Hoon scored centuries 
arifl Horcler Icll nine short ol that 
landmark. At U-ast sanity had 
retnined to the old lady, fiut would 
.she remain in her sen.se.s over the 
next two days? 

Kapil Dev threatened to turn her 
b.ick onto lilndleySln'et. by 
lollowing u]) a strange David Boon 
run out with two quick wickets. 
Ilic younger Waugh failed to make 
his mark and.Jories lollowed in the 
sp<ice ol three balls. And then on 
the last dav the Indian captain 
Mohammad A/haruddin turned 
the ioi 111 Ijook and the match on its 
head, when eliasing.'t72 runs lor a 
win he played what Allan Border 
called ‘a sensational innings by 
any standaixls.' 

India, imich like the old lady 
duringhci hectic Au.strulia Day 
wt'cki ml. were refusing to He down 


On the last day Indian 
captain Mohammad 
Azharuddin turned the 
match on its head, 
playing what Allan 
Border called, ‘a 
sensational innings by 
any standards’ 
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Cricket in AustitUid^ 


both international aiid 


domestic—^has 


seen a fair share of 


controversy 


W ITH 

Australian 
cricket more 
robustahd 
stable than It 
has been since 
the Packer schism of the late 
1970s. it would be nice to be able to 
lean back in our seats in the sun 
and soak in the good times this 
summer. 

Cricket is meant to be that sort of 
game. Or it was. Instead of gentle 
reflectiomap' the state of pisfy. 
cricket here is immersed in 
controversy that Includes bitter 
public complaints from the touring 
Indians about umpiring 
standards, soccer-style crowd 
trouble highlighted by the 
throwing of golf balls with dartsor 
lacks protruding from them onto 
the ground during a one-day 
international at the MCG, a 
successful Supreme Court 
challenge to the Shc01eld Shidd 
player-transfer rules, and lieated 
debate over manufactured results 
in the Shield competition. 

Starting from the top of the ii(rt 
Issues, the umpiring row burst 
forth during the second Test at 
Melbourne when Dean Jones 
appeared to handle the ball as it fell 
towards wicketkeeper KlianMore. 

Jones had gone down the pitch to 
Icfiarm spinner Venkatapathy 
l^Ju. and the ball momentarOy 
became lodged between his hand 
and right thigh. As it fell to the 
ground, Jones, with hlsback to 
bowler’s-end umpire Len King, 
slapped the ball away from More. > 
Jones claimed later4he bah was 
dead becat^U had lodged 
between hia tnmdand 
. whose appeal was .tufhed 

... • ■•ii.ii,' ■■■■ 


said it wasdefbsite^ dptf lend at tb< 
manager, 

took die extrabtdinaty isti^ of 
pubUcj^lambastingtSnglnthe . 
middle of a match. 

‘He obytously does not know the 
rul^ well;' Mahendra said, it was 
clear to eveiybm but the umpire 
that Jones was out for h^idltngthc 
ball and obstructing tifS IkHdgr, Yei 
he remained unmewedwhiefo is 
shockii^. I am goir^ to comihahi tc 
the Australian Cricket Board 
about King and we don't want him 
to stand in any more Tests.’ 

Complain he did. in a strong 
letter to ACB chief acecutlve David 
Kichards. But while the Indians 
were adamdbit Jones was out. whal 
they didn't take Into account was 
the fact that King appeared to be 
unsighted and therefore was 
correct to give the batsman the 
benefit of the doubt. The ACB 
rightly was far more concerned 
about the way the Indian manager 
handled the matter than what 
Jones did or did not handle. And 
Richards made this point, in what 
was believed to have been a lively 
exchange of views, behind closed 
doors the day after Mahendra's 
outburst. 

The crowd had been on Its best 
behaviour after some veiy ugly 
incidents in the day/night match 
between Australia and West Indies 
wdiich attracted 59.426. It was a 
very special occasion for' 
Melboumo’-the newOreat' 
Southern Stand was open for the 
first time—but it was spoiled fay the 
uf^ mlnort^ which is drawn ip 
this brand of cricket Itkea moth toa 
light-bulb. . . s 

Melbourne Cricket Qlub officiate 
received complidnts ttotpatrmtai'' 
were vcnnlted and spat upon 
phy^callyandveit^tlymu|Mid/ 
throughout the night. Bwm tho^ 
many arrests were made, police > 
simply were unable .- 

thewidespieadndsbeh^jkttur)^''-- 

MC^.-suiU^'sgIiBat At'fl#'' ' 

extent of the tinuble, laut^^ar- 5 

lneldd^mdn|^..5‘^^ 
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the knot in hlB tie upoft m 
the IxnipRoom. 

Out <m the field thit players 
generally have been better hehaved 
than usual The ICC refere^, Mike 
Smith, so far has not bad cause to 
invoke Ids neMMnstttutet) 
pinm-a, althotw there hi^ bean 
acoupleoflncim^ts that henu(y 
wdl have examined very doaely 
They have beeti the excepUcin. 
though, in a series which has'been 
play^ generally In a fnendUer 
spirit than the recent acrimonious 
Australian tour Of West tndlesi 
Not so cordial were relations 
between the NSW captain Geoff 
Lawsrai and Queent^d's coach 
deffThomson, The two forma* ^ 
Australian team-mates had a lively 
verbal exchange in die medtaafter 
Lawson declared the NSW first 
ImUngs at 0 for 0 in an attempt to 
get a result in a rain delayed match 
against Tasmania 
The Innings forfeit came afta 
Taanianla's stand-in captain 
David Gdbert, a ferma NSW 
team-m^ of Lalyson’s declared 
his team’s first irmings at l44£u-7. 
When news of lawsoi s decision 

NSW captain; Oaeff Umrion. 
Nowfaemsa telpfciWctam frpm 
iNffTKcmpaon 



* * 
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thing. OvatheyearaQueapifand 
have had plenty ofgaitiea 
dismpted by ivdn at the Oabba and 
you Just wKe^ded yob Weri: i^ayti^ 
for flrst'fnninga pQinta.<!f d wun4a 
Uke someone sqUttafing’tmo haa 
nevawon the Sheffidd Slwld 
before, you are dead right, because 
we'd never come at the capa 
diey*t« puilirig In Sydney. Every 
otha State ahould protaar and 
they should take tlw poUtta ofi'both 
sidM.' Welt, thommo’a rage nc 
doubt turned Info glee g day later 
when NSW. aetltt 1 tp Win on a 
SydnQT pitch that has much more 
grass these days, Itaded for Just 
212 togive Th^ama their first 
outright win Of the season 
The issue raged On fw a few more 
days In the media with experts 
fhm an over the tmuntty having a 
say. In some quarters It was viewed 
as a perfectly reasonable tactic to 
Inject Iffe into adead game But 
others, like Ausudian coach Bob 
Simpsop. believe any move 
towards connived results Is not 
good for the gathe, 

Describing It lES the‘English 
albiient'. Sltnpson said that during 
his two yean as coach at 
Lelcestarshlit 90% of results were 
manufactured T don’t think it’s 
healthy for the game. Attar having 
seen It hai^pen in England, Ithlnk 
It’s very, bad for cricket,’ he 

Mid. ^if^|Imcl1dEet]tasbeen 

baij^riMiriieribytxmitrtve^ 
finilltes, Oowlers'ltave not learnt 
thirir hide apd Iftatiinen too oftm 
havpfinund nuddugrunstooeagy. 
lirta^ntahesamookerycfftr^ 


1* ^ •TriifTr 
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Kapil topscored in the Indian first 
innings and took eight wickets 

(ill one Craig M( Dci molt brought 
matters Into pi open pet spec live 
with loui wi< kets oil a 34 delivery 
new ball spell With 39 runs 
I eqiiii ed oil seven overs loi an 
Indian win (or as the pessimist 
would put It seven o\ ci s to play 
out a diaw) MeDermott gave those 
who were reluming home from 
work but had decided to take 
advantage of the open gates at I he 
Oval just what they Iiad c ome to 
theground for An Australian 
VIC lory—by 38 nins It was time for 
another fireworks show like the 
one on Australia Day Australia 
had won the series 3 0 but .ts Alhin 
Bordet pul It the result of the 
series is too flat t ering 
Nevertheless Sir Donald 
Bi adman was happy The grand 
old lady had provided gi eal 
entertainment—and an Auslndlan 
win—without arty real damage to 
herreputaUon • 














PERSONALITY 










In Australia’s strident march 
from success to success the most 
valuable contribution has been 
made by the unassuming David 
Boon 



and West Indies last year 
and he was iar Irom 
satisfied with the tally His 
efforts m the world senes 
this year won him the Man 
of the Senes award for the 
preliniinaiy matches He 
had the hipest aggregate 
among all the batsmen In 
the competlbon. amassing 
432 runs in nine visits to 
the crease, his average 
being second on^ to Sachin 
Tendulkar, which for an 
opening batsman is a 
remarkable achievement 
And he hasn't let his Test 
form slump either He aims 
to score somewhere near 
the 530runs he mustered 
against England last 
summer and In the three 
Tests before the Adelaide 
Test he had compiled 257 






"Thetnlracte 
aboift^nis 
Hiathehas 
come through 
to this very 
high level from 
Tasmania 
where the 
cricket was 
pretty 
ordinary. 
Poming 
through that 
school has 
made him so 
much harder 
end tougher 
and that is the 
integrity of the 
mafr...Bob 
Simpson 


runs—>in a^regate sen ond 
to Ra\1 bhdsin s—at an 
average ol 85 9 the highest 
inth« series till then 

Any wonder then that 
when he was injured pnor 
to the start of the Adelaide 
Test there was serious 
t one cm in the Aussie 
camp But as one foumalist 
tTctVf liing with the Indian 
team said E\ en if he |ust 
stands tin re hi will pii k up 
a iiity 

Yes Boon is in line let tic 
Indeed and very much in 
lim loi theNiss.inrartobe 
awaididtotht 
InteinationaK lickctcrol 
tht Y< ar 1 he last I Ime 
Boonie pii ktd up a piece of 
haidwan like that the 
1987 88 international 
cn» ketci of the year he 
rit el\« d an MBE not long 
after 

Who knows says his 
buddy and teammate Dean 
Jones the way the little 
1 asmanlan is going this 
time we might |ust be 
(ailing him Sir Babsie 
before the season is out 
I he Indlansjust tlon t know 
when to bowl to him 

But Babsie feels that the 
nal test is still ahead lor 
winning the Woi Id Cup is 
what leally matters to the 
pugnacious batsman 

Boon liguic s that he has 
Icamt an im]»H t<uit lesson 
duting the past year about 
how to approach the 
opening batsmen s |ob 

I have fried not to be so 
impetuous This year I have 
a diflerent attitude bee ause 
I m not trying to hit the ball 
so hard or trying to get oil to 
allyeralltht time says 
Boon 

I think I did that last year 
and I paid the penalty Nowl 
Just take every delivery as it 
comes and don t try to bat 
with preconceived ideas 

But Boon admits that in 
the one day game with the 
fielders within the cm le in 
the first 15 overs it tan be 
tempting to try* to hit over 
the top But if you think that 






f 


// 
. /Ji 












way. you can get 
preoccupied and miss out 
on other shots because you 
are waiting for the ball to 
land in the slot.” 

"I have found if you Just 
take it easy and play 
naturaHy-^efend the good 
balls, belt the bad ones and 
take singles when they are 
there—(he runs will flow." 

Boon is looking forward to 
the World Cup as the 
pinnacle of his one-day 
career. “1 think playing in 
two World Cups will be 
great and if we happen to 
win it again, well, that 
would be something 
special." 

Yet. Boon’s scoring rate is 
nothing more than what the 
Australian coach. Bob 
Simpson, expects: 'llie 
great thing about him is 
thal he is a great competitor 
who can change his style 
from Tests to one dayers by 
adapting so naturally," said 
Simpson. "The miracle 
about Boon." according to 
Simpson is thal "he has 
come through to this very 
high level from Tasmania 
where the cricket was pretty 
ordinary. Coming through 
that school has made him 
so much harder and 
tougher and that is the 
integrity of the man." 

Boon has worked hard on 
his fitness which in turn 
has helped him to lose some 
of the excess fat he had. It 
has also improved his 
concentration levels. "I was 
particularly pleased with 
concentration when 1 
scored the century in the 
third Test at Sydney, 
because we had to bat a 
long time and it wasn't easy. 
And one of the most exciting 
and gratifying one-day 
innings was the century in 
Hobart (against India in this 
year's Wl^) in front of the 
Tasmanian crowd." 

Boon is known for his 
antics in the dressing room. 
But thane's this story of how 
he wasiboled prior to the 
WSC final against India at 
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WORLD CUP COUNTDOWN 


T 


Whose Cup Is II 


Even though World 
Cup fever is yet to 
mp the average 
fan Down Under, 
the diehard and the 
passionate have 
already set almost 
a precondition that 
Australia must win 
the Cup to justify 
the staging of the 
tournament in a 
country hit by the 
worst recession 
since the 1930’s. 
Andy O’Brien 
reports from 
Adelaide 


I HE Indian accent on 
the radio is a grossly 
exaggerated one. "We 
have Kapil Dev and 
Sachin Tendulkar" 11 
says. What you are 
listening to is a radio 
commercial promoting 
the World Cup. 

Another one is a 
hoarding campaign 
which asks, "Who will 
nile the world?" TTie 
picture which 
accompanies it depicts 
the captains of the 
participating teams, 
national flags in hand 
and one day colours on, 
standing on top of the 
globe. Needless to add 
the Gooch and Border 
look-alikes arc In the 
foregoundofthe 
drawing. Whether the 
line-up of the captains is 
done according to their 
seeding in the 
tournament or some 
other non - cricketing 
prejudice, one doesn't 
know. But considering 
Azharuddin stands in 
the same row as Imrwi 
Khan it would be hard to 
believe that the line-up is 
based on the chances 
each team has of ruling 
the world'. 

By the time you read 
this, all the nine 
participating teams 
would have arrived in 
this part of the world, 
ready to begin their 
warmup matches 
leading up to the 
tournament. 

The Australian team 
will be busy with their 
own domestic Sheffield 


Shield games, and hcnco 
will not be Involved in 
any warmup games as 
such. But disturbed by 
the fact that the Perth 
Test would be the last 
time his team played as 
one unit, manager Bob 
Simpson has Insisted 
that the authorities 
organise a practice game 
for the team that go into 
the compettUon as the 
piping-hot favourites. 

England and New 
Zealand will be 
contesting theirTest and 
one-day international 


series right up to the 
World Cup. 

Pakistan arrived on 
the last day of January, 
with Javed Miandad and 
Shoaib Mohammed not 
on the plane. The 
bookies will be 
readjusting the odds on 
the team, expected to be 
the toughest to beat, 
because of Miandad's 
absei}ce. And 
commentators on 
Channel Nine and other 
radio networks have 
already begun to 
practise pronouncing 
some of the new names 
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Anyway? 


in the Pakistan team. 

With India having 
been here for over two 
months, the Indian 
names will not pose a 
similar problem, so long 
as they don’t have to call 
Raju orSrikkanth by 
their full names. India 
are scheduled to fly to 
Melbourne the day after 
the end of the fifth Test at 
Perth and play three 
one-day games—against 
Victoria XI, the 
Australian county eleven 
and Sri Lanka—In and 
around Melbourne. And 
then go on to Adelaide to 
play a South Australian 
cricket selection in their 
Anal warmup. 

As expected there is a 
great deal of interest in 
the South African 
presence in this 
tournament and it is 
expected that even their 
warmup matches will be 
sold out. No wonder they 
play their first game in 
Australia in Perth 
against Western 
Australia. And that will 
be the only day/nlght 
match, expected to be a 
grand financial success. 

The only team that will 
not have a very big lead 
up to the world’s premier 
cricket tournament will 
be the West Indies. They 
play Just one practice 
match two days before 
the tournament gets 
undor way. But there is 
renewed interest in the 
West Indies with the 
possibility of the return 
of one gentleman who 
answers to the name of 
Isaac Vivian Richards. 

The poor performance 


of the team during the 
WSC competition in 
Australia earlier this 
summer may have upset 
the West Indian 
selei'tors’ policy to build 
a new team. And with 
Ritchie Richardson 
breaking a finger just a 
few days before the team 
left to return to 
Australia, the selectors 
may be planning to 
postpone the dawning of 
(he new era of West 
Indian cricket to after the 
World Cup. 

A midst all the 
speculation and 
preparations, there 
really isn’t much 
excitement about the 
World Cup... .at least not 
in Australia—may be 
because one-day cricket 
is so much a part of the 
cricket fans’ diet in 
Australia that the World 
Cup looks like just 
another dish on the 
menu. Australians are 
actually looking forward 
to the evening of March 
25 when the World Cup 
will fitter under the 
lights of the MCG in Allan 
Border’s hands. 

"Anythit^{ less would 
be almost a catastrophe 
for Australia," says a 
local cricket writer. "If 
thQT lose apart from 
criticising the team you 
will probably have some 
people even questioning 
the usefulness of staging 
such a big tournament, 
while the peojrie are 
reeling under the effects 
. ofunempliqrmentand 
. recession."Thehost 
country is not onty keen 
to defend their honour. 


Unless the 
authorities take 
control and provide 
protection to the 
genuine fans, the 
success of the 
World Cup and for 
that matter one-day 
cricket in Australia, 
is in danger"... 
Richie Benaud 


mey are desperate. One 
supposes there is great 
concern about crowd 
turnouts at 

non-Australian matches 
during the tournament. 
Unless there is a sizeable 
expatriate population 
how many spectators 
will there be at the 
cricket ground in 
Mackay when India meet 
Sri Lanka? On the other 
hand crowd-control 
during the games 
involving Au.slralia could 
prove to be a headache 
too. 

"Unless the 

autliorities take control 
and provide protection to 
the genuine fans, the 
success of the World 
Cup—and for that 
matter one-day cricket In 
Australia—is in danger." 
is Richie Benaud's view. 

The police in both 
Melbourne and Sydney 
where a semi final and 
the final of the 
tournament are to be 
held, apart from otlier 
league games, have 
already issued that no 
rowdy and drunken 
behaviour will be 
tolerated during the 
games. 

The Australian cricket 
supporters—at least 
some of them—have this 
bad habit of throwing 
litter into the air. They 


even throw full glasses of 
beer info the air during 
the match. Apart from 
the obvious waste of 
good lager in the midst 
of the worst recession 
since the 1930’s. this 
disgusting act sends 
many an innocent 
bystander back home 
drenched. 

"Tliosewho have 
experienced this will 
probably never return for 
a one day game again." 
laments ^naud. 

Even though Benaud 
finds all this disgusting, 
one leading Meliwume 
paper blamed Channel 
Nine who shows anything 
unusual that happens in 
I he game and that 
Includes crowd 
behaviour. And since the 
spectators know they 
will be on TV they go out 
oftheirway todo 
unnatural things. The 
accusation led to some 
sledging belween the 
television network and 
the newspaper. 

But in reality the 
problem of crowd control 
is a vicious circle In 
Australia and will be an 
important factor during 
the World Cup. If you tell 
people to behave 
themselves (which 
translated in these parts 
means ’drink-less’ mate) 
then you won’t get a 
crowd. So I guess for the 
time being—at least for 
the World Cup—the 
elbow- benders 
brigade will be given a 
’free hand’ to raise their 
spirit, their glasses, and 
the ga*? receipts during 
the tournament # 




STANDMIMT 


I STHREEandnvrday 

crlckcM in oiir universities 
bvc’oinin^ as extinct as 
the dinosaur'? The 
Kohinlon Uaiia Trophy 
rondueled by the 
Assoclalion ot Indian Universities 
(AlUl has become a limited-overs 
toumamenl. Now Ihe Vtoy 
Trophy, liie zonal championship 
for universities ori{anis^ by the 
Board of Control for Cricket in 
India (BCC). is also followinft the 
instant cricket trend. The VIzsqr 
Trophy in progress at Baroda may 
be the Iasi universities' cricket 
championship rondueled as a 
Ihree/four/nve day event. 

At a BCCI meeting in October 
1991, the VIzzy Trophy committee 
without serious deliberations 
proposed that from next year the 
format be changed to one-day 
cricket. This decision led to 
vehement protests from eminent 
cricketers Bishen Bedi. Madan Lai 
and Manmohan Sood. The general 
secretaiy of the DDCA and member 
of the BCCl’s Vizzy Trophy 
committee. Dr. S.S. Sareen 
expressed dissent at the meeting. 
Dr. Sareen confessed that this 
recommendation was done in 
haste without proper discussion of 
the matter. He feels the numerous 
ramifications and repercussions of 
this decision could have a far 
reaching elTcct on Indian cricket. 

What were the motivations 
which led to this change of format? 
The joint-secretary of the AlU, G.B. 
Sivla pointed out the basic cause 
for the change is that the number of 
universities have Increased which 
cause organisational dllllculttes. 

Bishen Singh BedI feels this 
decision is ^ing to further cut 
off the supply of players for the 
RanJI Trophy and die national 

team 


STRANGl 


The decision to make the Vizzy Trophy a one-day 
tournament is choking the supply of talent for the 
Indian cricket team 


At present there are 180 
universities in India and mostly ail 
participate in major games like 
cricket, football and hockey. So 
according to Sivla. time, finance 
and management are major factors 
which led to changing the 
Kohinton Baria Trophy from its 
traditional format. Another rea.son 


is that one-day cricket is in vogue 
and so the AIU has followed a 
popular trend. 

Lakhmir Singh, manager of the 
Delhi University cricket team 
considers the AlU's reasoning as 
frivolous and preposterous. With 
his years of experience he explains, 
"The AIU has no flnanclaf 









ED 

commitment in the organisation 
of the Rohlnton Barla Trophy. 

E^ch participating university pays 
for the boarding of its team. The 
teams bring their own kit and the 
hosi s do not even supply balls for 
the match. The hosts only provide 
lodging, invariably in the hostels 
for which there is no expense." 

Former skipper and veteran 
administrator Bishen Bedl feels 
that universities arc the supply 
line to the RanJl'lYophy and the 
national team. He forcibly states 
that without traditional cricket at 
the universities, the emerging 
cricketers will lack the 
temperament and appUcatlon to 
succeed in later years. Bedl admits 
that the sprouting of university 
teams playing cricket Is an 
administrative problem. However, 
he feels that sub-zone.s could be 
created to sort this out. 

Lakhmlr Singh already has a 
formula. "The preliminary 
matches can be organised jointly 
by two or three universities near 
each other to save time. Then a big 
university which has many 
constituent colleges with well laid 
turf wickets can undertake to 
organise the tournament from the 
quarter-flnal onwards." 

Both Lakhmir and Sareen feel 
that the shift to one-day cricket has 
already caused enough damage. 
Their concern is that the 
universities have stopped their 
supply of players to the naticmal 
team. Sanjay Manjrekar is 
considered the last player to 
emerge after a successful stint in 
the Rohlnton Barla/AAzzy Ttophy. 
when it was played in its original 
format. Ravi ^astrl succeeded in 
the Rc^lnton Barla Trophy before 
'Itylng stralj^t to New Zealand |iv 
^981 to make his debut K. , 
Brlkkanth created a sensatibn in 
the VugyTrophKin 1^80 striking 


Delhi’s leg spinner Mayank Mohan 
for several sixes. Azharuddin, 
Shivlal Yadav. Arshad Ayub. Ajay 
Sharma. Atul Wasson, ^njeev 
Sharma. Raman Lamba, Arun Lai. 
Sunil Valson. YograJ,Singh, 
Surlnder Khanna and even Kapil 
Dev all made an impact in 
inter-varsity cricket before moving 
onto a higher grade. l.akhmlr 
Singh points out that Manoj 
Prabhakar started cricket only at 
college. He may never have 
emerged as a classy allrounder 
because in the limited-overs 


Sanjay Manjrakar la ma laat 
univaralty player to make It to toe 


rpuyei 

Indlar 


Indian team 
fonnat he would have got restricted 
bowling opportunities. 

The astute Bedi points out that 
when Delhi was dominant In the 
Ranjl TYophy In the late seventies 
and for most of the eighties many of 
their cricketers emeiged after 
getting exposure and developing 
match temperament In the 
gruelling Rohlnton Baria TYophy. 
Now the cupboard is cby. For the 
last three years Delhi University 
has not provided any players to the 
State team. Dr. Sareen feels that 
young crii::kelers all over the 
coun^ are not getting the proper 
exposure to cricket auiymore. He 
maintains that bowlers 
particularly spinners suffer in 
instant cricket. He Insists that. 
'Two wrongs do not make a right. 
University cricket In India should 
not be destroyed by changing the 
format of VlzstyTYophy. Instead the 
AIU should restore the Rohlnton 
Barla TYophy to its original format 
In the national Interest." 
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SPORTING CALENDAR 





cap PoQtMf 

(Coteu^,. Nai Duniya FM* 
bal^ (IridoraK Ountor Ni0. 
(DalW); Oeo 4 ri 0 f Trc^y 
cutta>;_Aua(raHa vs fnm. SIh 
.TaSt.(P^i; Entfwjd vs Naw 
Zealand, 9nd Test i^^ucldand); 

» QSan Squash Ch^. - 
; SorvFrancaco Open 
Tennta:- Grand Glam BdHaRfe 
(Gmi); ■ TOMI mtemaaonal 
VWsenng C^. JTehran): 
Vij^ Trophy Ciwtoi 


S Fe^leiatidh pup FoottMi 
(Coieti^); Nai Ounlya Poot- 
ban {Indora); Oeodhar Trophy. 
Final (Cal^iltq): Austrafea vs 


San Franqisoo Open Tennis;' 
Taklt International Wrestling 
Chps. (Tehran); VViiy Trt^y, 
Cncket<Saroda). 


, .irilFedaratidn cgp Football 
« ill/ (Cal); N^Ounha Foot¬ 
ball (ini^j;. let Prize 
Taofe Tenths (Bha- 
'.'fucH): NOW jSsoland vs 
EngjMad, mTast (Weffington), 
.' San Franda^ -Opan. Tennis; 
watahOpwiSnodltarjiNawport). 
'Wimar OtympM^Ubartville) 



4 *9 4th National Winter 
Xrfa Games (Nanall, Jj.P> 
DOST Trophy Polo (DeM)^ 
Walsh 0pm Snooker 
port); Mempho Open Tenras 
(Msme^); Wnter ONiMtES 
(^rlvPm; Rumblelow Cap. 
Football Swi^tinal (Enol^; 
Federation Footbas (Cal^' 
.cutis); Nai Duniya Foottiail 
(Indota); Senior Naiioqtf 
Hock^ . Ch^. (Ma^rai): 
Senior NaBl. Sorting Chpa. 
(janwwdpur).' . 






































































FRIDAY 


SATURDAY 



(»l III K i \ I N i s 


Olympic Qualifying TaUa Tshnla, 
/telan Zone at Ni^ta, Japan and 
European Zone at Italy from Feb. 7 — 9 . 

All India Him Hockey ioum. Mandl, 
Himachal Pradesh, Feb. 7—14. 

England vs France Football 
(Wembley), Republic of Ireland vs 
Denmark (Lansdowne Rood). Feb. 19. 


IT I I \ IslON 


Live telecast of India’s matches In 
World Cup Cricket, Daily capsule 
programme of Highlights. 

Live telecast otFlnal of Federation 
Cup Football, Caicutia, February 17. 

Live telecast of tmal of Sr. National 
Hockey Chpe. (Madurai). February 22. 

Live telecast of finals of Nat. 
Handball Chps. (Shimoga), Feb. 28. 


K \I)I() 


Running commenUii y of India's 
matches in World CupCricfcet. 

Running commentary in Hindi and 
English on national network of semis 
and final of Federation Cup Football. 

Running commentary in Hindi and 
English on national network of semis 
and final of Senior National Hockey 
Championships. 

Running commentary on finals of 
Natl. Hartman Chps. 




































































HYDERABAD CRICKET; 

NAWABS AND 


I F Athens and Sparta were 
the two fjreat (ity-states of 
anrlent Greece, then 
Hyderabad and Bombay 
are surely the two 
champion cities of Indian 
cricket. Far stronger In cricketing 
tcnns than the states of which they 
are part - Andhra lY'adesh and j 
Maharashtra—they have supplied 
a steady stream ol players lor the 
Test team Admittedly, they are not 
the only teams to play as cities In 
the KcinJlTYophy There Is a third. 
Baroda, but despite the Gaekwads. 
lather and son. J.M. Ghoipade, 
Kiraii More, and of course the 
incomparable Harare, it Isn't quite 
in the same league. A fourth, Delhi, 
has been considered separately, 
but Its nse is relatively recent—in 
cricketing terms It is nouveau rtrhe. 

The Grecian analogy can be 
stretched still lurther. Just as 
Athens and Sparta were split In two 
halves, a free bom democratic 
portion and a slave section, 
respectively, so too Bombay and 
Hyderabad have each had two very 
distinct cricketing mlieux. In 
Chapter Two. we have already 
noted the Island city's two 
cricketing cultures. Similarly, it 
has always seemed to me that the 
social geography of I lyderaliad Is 
jiei lectly mirror^ In the 
contrasting cricketing styles of its 
most lamous players. The 
spar lous palaces ol the aristocratic 
elite have generated one cricketing 
ethos, the narrow lanes and small 
houses of the old city yet another. 

Again, Hyderabad and Bombay 
are the only Indian cities to have 
hosted cricket tournaments that 
arc recognized as ‘first class'. The 
Bombay Pentangular has long 
since passed Into history, but 
Hyderabad’s own 
tournament—named lor a nawab. 
of course— Is yet played when the 
domestic calendar aJlows. 

Endowed by Nawab 

Nloln ud'Dowlah. who watched 


the early matches from bis Rolls 
Royce. it was later taken over by 
the Hyderabad Cricket Association 
(HCA). This Is very likely the onfy 
cricket tournament In the world 
where teams and individuals can 
play by Invitation only. That Is, 
cricketers cannot simply wish to 
play in the tournament, nor can 
teams qualify through 
competition—^they have to be 


invited by the HCA thrdugh its 
moving spirit. P.R. Man Singh. 
Hydembad does nut often get to 
host a Test match, but 
Moln-ud-Dowlah Gold Cup has, 
year after year, brought the city the 
finest cridietlng talent In India, as 
well as elsewhere—for the great 
English opening pair of Hobbs and 
SutcllfTe appeared for the 
Maharajkumar of Vlzlanagaram's 



I & 2. 'ITu rommanm 4. Thg nawab$ (apolo^ to that tumab 
and gaUlaaaH, Abbas AB Haig)^ 




COMMONERS 

» 



Syed Abid All: hit the winning 
stroke In the epic Oval Test 

XI m the liratyear ol the Cup. while 
Learie Constantine and Rohan 
Kanhai have graced tlie occasion 
since 

Moln-ud'Oowlah was not. 
however, a pnncevrho played On 
the field, the ’nawabi' style in 
Hyderabad cncket was exemplified 
the Nawab himself. Mansur Ali 
lOian of I^taudi. who abandoned 
Delhi for Hyderabad, and by his 
fellow Oxonian Abbas All Balg 
Just to prove that class 
distinctions cut across religious 
boundaries, It must also Include 
the city’s most famous captain, 
Motganahalll Laxmlnarasu 
** Jaiahnha, While these three have 
been the great navmbs of 


Hyderabad cricket, lesser 
noblemen who have played for the 
city s Ranji Trophy team include 
the Cambridge Blue Santosh 
Reddy, and Abbas's younger 
brother Murta/a All Baig. who was 
an Oxford Blue 

Tiger, 'Buggy' and ’Jal' were as 
dashing a trio of lady killers as ever 
trod a cricket field With sleeves 
buttoned to the wnst, perlec tly 
creased c ream trousers, and silk 
chokers, they were living 
testimony of the adage, ’the 
apparel oft pioclaims the man* 

(and need we add, batsman) 
Although Tiger and Jai were far 
better known for their often fotal 
elfect on the fairer sex. Buggy was 
no slow h in this respect, once 
evoking open adulation in the form 


On the field, the 
'nawabPsimln 
Hyderabad 
cricket was 
exempHfiedby 
the Nawab 
Mmself, Mansur 
An Khan of 
Pataudi,Who 
abandoned Delhi 
for Hyderabad, 
aitdMMiow 
Oxonian Abbas 
Ali Baig. Just to 
prove flurt class 
distinctions cut 
across religious 
boundaries, tt 
must also include 
the city's most 
famous captain, 
Mc^ganahain 
Laxmlnarasu 
laisfanha 
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beenpretMvod 
for that can by a 
strong campaten 
in the praMi lad 
by Keith Wnar, 
which pleadfd: 
‘Ikn’tw'MfWo, 

askforBaw' 

Usiiwthatt!'’ 
caption,a 
cartoon of the 
timeshoweda 
miniaturaBaig, 




of the lady who ran on to the field to 
kiss him for completing a (Ifly in a 
Bombay Test. The trio’s favourite 
strokes were indeed the regal 
ones—the cut. hook and cover 
drive. Jal once so far forgot himself 
as to bat all five days of a 
Test—setting a world record In the 
process—and Tiger was known to 
potter around in his last days as an 
international player, but In the 
main the nawabs* batting styles 
bore the unmistakable stamp of 
their social origins. 

The aristocratic lineage of the 
nawabs of Hyderabad cricket is 
manifest, too. in the almost 
dream-like entiy which Abbas All 
Balg made into Test cricket. A 
freshman at Oxford in 1959. Baig 
was preparing to Join the Somerset 
County Cricket Club at the 
culmination of the University 


Abbas All Balg: mads a dream-tlka 
entry into Test cricket 

season, when an Indian touring 
side badty hit Injuries called 

upon his services. He had been 
prepared for that call by a strong 
campaign In the press, led ty Kdth 
Miller, which pleaded: ’Don’t be 
vague, ask for Baig!’ Using that 
caption, a cartoon of the time 
showed a miniature Baig. playing 
his favourite square cut. inside a 
(Haig) whisky bottle carrying the 
label. ’Oxford vintage’. 

Joining a demoralised team 
already downln the series. Buggy 
lifted its spirits somewhat with a 
crisp 46 In the first innings of the 
Manchester Test. He did even 
better the second time, hitting a 
strokeftil hundred and, in 
association with the veteran < 






Umrigar, nearly saved the game for 
India Although India lost the last 
Test as well. Baig's brilliance had 
provided a brief flicker ol light in an 
otherwise unremittingly grim 
summer 

If Buggy made a faiiy-tale 
entrance into Test cricket, 
Jaisimha Is perhaps best known 
for his iairy-tale comeback Again, 
this was for a touring side crippled 
by injuries, in Australia In 1968 
Asked to name a replacement. 
Pataudl called for his old 
Hyderabad colleague Twenty-four 


hours after stepping off the plane, 
Jai was playing in the Third Test at 
the Brisbane cricket ground 
Astonishingly, he found his touch 
without so muc h as a practice net. 
and scored 74 and 101 not out in 
the match. The lal ter innings 
earned India to within thirty-nine 
runs of what would have been its 
first win on Australian soil. Jal had 
done what was humanly possible 
but it was not enough There is. 

Azharuddln: Distinguished 
representative of the commoner 
grain of Hyderabad cuiture 


somewhere, a moving picture df Jal 
walking off the Gabba at the end. of 
the match The Australian teaih 
and the Indian number eleven are 
already in the pavilion, but a dazed 
Jai. handsome as ever and with hla 
collar turned up in his inimitable 
style, is walking slowly and 
disbellevingiy off the ground, 
surrounded tty a group of admiring 
schoolboys 

As for Tiger Pataudl, he made 
both a faliy tale entry and several 
laiiy tale comebacks to big cricket. 
He was a prodigy at the Elfish 
public school ol Winchester, where 
he broke D. R. Jardine’s record 
aggregate foi the school season. 
This was justice of a kind, for 
Jardine and Pataudi's father had 
had a famous row in the Bodyline 
series Alter sconng a cultured 
hundred in the first Test ol that 
scries, the senior Pataudl was 
dropped after falling with the bat in 
the next match, in part because aS 
a ‘conscientious objector' he 
refused to field in the leg trai> 
Jardme had set for Harold Lahvood. 

The younger Pataudi’s batting at 
Winchester encouraged his 
ci Icket master, the former 
England player Hubert Doggart. to 
recommend him to the Sussex 
county side. Pataudl then made his 
firs!-class debut, at sixteen, fora 
team for which both Ranji and 
Ouleep had played (like the princes 
of Nawanagar, Pataudl was to 
captain Sussex in due course) 
Proceeding to Oxford in 1960, he 
emulated his father by hitting a 
centuiy in the Varsity match 
against Cambridge Appointed 
captain of Oxford the next season, 
he hit two stunning hundreds 
gainst a strong Yorkshire side, 
fme nawabs of Hyderabad seemed 
to relish the Yorkshire bowling In 
the previous year. Abbas All Baig, 
in an innings of 150 against the 
Champion county, square cut Ray 
lUingvrorth so masterfully that he 
had the off-spinner bowl to him 
with a third man and cover point on 
the boundaiy—and this on a 
turning wicket). 

With three matches left to play in 
1961, I^taudi needed just 92 runs 
to overhaul his father's record for 
the most runs scored in an Oxford 
season ButjustasTIgei seemed 
poised for greatness, he met with a 



33 







serious automobile arcident, after 
which he lost sif{ht in one eye. 
Remarkably, he learnt to bat with 
this handicap, and in a year's time 
was playing for India. Shortly 
aAerwards. he became the 
youngest everTe.st caplaiiv -at 
twenty-one~when Nari 
Contractor wa.s felled by Charlie 
Griiilth in Barbtidos. He then 
embarked on a long stint as 
captain- marked by some notable 
successes iniluding India’s flrst 
Test and series wins abroad. Fora 
decade Pataudi, despite his cruel 
handlca]). was also India's best 
batsman, next only to Chandu 
Horde Among a host of courageous 
innings, two stunning 
perfomuinces in England and 
Australia earned him the title of the 
Nawub oi Headingley and 
MenKiurne. When his batting form 
temporarily ileserted him, Pataudi 
was replaced as captain ol India 
and ousted for the 1971 tour of the 
West Indies. When Wadekar's side 
were siu'cessful in both the West 
Indies and England, most people 
were ready to write Pataudi olT. But 
not Tiger himself. He worked his 
' way back into the side for the home 
series against England, vdiere he 
hit two nities. though he probably 
considers his 14 not out in the 
M.idrasTest, made when India lost 
SIX wickets reaching a target of 92. 
to Ik* one ol Ins most valuable Test 
kiMK'ks (it was indeed a little gem of 
an innings). After opting out of the 
England tour of 1974. Pat was back 
once nioic the next winter, to lead 
Indiii in the thrilling series against 
Clive Lloyd's team. 

These then are the chronicles, 
brieftv told, of the nawabs of 
Hyderabad cricket. The city’s 
commoners, for their part, found 
their cricketing hero in that sturdy 
all rounder Syed Abid All. who hit 
the winning stroke in the epic Oval 
Test oi 1971. Abid. who had never 
seen a Test match till he played in 
one. was known locally as 'Chicha' 
(lather'.s younger brother), an 
avuncular epithet no one dare use 
on any of the lordly trio. Although 
he now makes his living coaching 
in. of all places, the United States. 
Abid never played an orthodox 
sti oke in his life. Far more 
i revealing was his bowling style. 
Where other fast bowlers have 




Jaisimha: best knowm for his 
fairy«tale oomebeck 


their slower one. Abid put great 
stoic by his lower one, a lethal 
delivery well known a.s the st/rrrab 
to anyone who has ever played 
giii/y (street) cricket. Abld's' most 
iamous surrrah was the one that 
got rid of Roy Fredericks ilrst ball in 
the 1971 Port ofSpain Test in 
which India beat the West Indies 
for the flrst time (for the startled 
Fredericks, wrote Raju Bharatan tt 
was a case of‘being hit below the 
boot’). Ironically. Abid started 
bowling quite late in his flrst-class 
career. He began as a wicket¬ 
keeper for the State Bank of India 
(he even kept wickets for India in a 
Test match, when Engineer was 
injured). Capped by Hyderabad as 
a batsman in the late nineteen- 
flfUes, he occasionally kept wickets 
for the state. It was wily when 
,1 fyderabad's regular stumper. R 


Venkatesh. joined the State Bank 
that Abid took to bowling. 1965 

he was opening the bowUng for 
Hyderabad, and two years later for 
India. 

It was indeed as a bowler and 
flel'der that Abid contributed most 
to Wadekar's side of the early 
seventies, though he did play some 
line attacking innings late in the 
order. On his flrst AusUhlian tour, 
where he opened the innings, no 
less a person than Jack Fingleton 
remarked t hat ‘Abid All has It 
within himself to become a great 
batsman’. Although 1 have 
watched him in the flesh many 
times, it is a sight of him in a film of 
the Oval Test that sticks in the 
mind. At his own—and Indian 
cricket's—greatest moment. Abid 
hit the winning square cut olTBrian 
Luckhurst, and turned for the 
pavilion As he did. he saw Alan 
Knott and Keith Fletcher rush to 
grab the stumps at his end. Abid 
turned around, and seeing that the 
wickets at the bowler's end were 
still intact, decided that he tex) 
wanted a souvenir. Running like a 
terrier for his prize, he was met by 
the umpiro, arms outstretched, 
while behind the umpire was an 
advancing crowd of delirious 
Indians. The film cuts n 11 his point, 
but 1 am willing to have a small 
wager—a packet of Charminar 
cignrettes perhaps—that Abid 
c'aught his souvenir-ln the end. 

Another equally distinguished 
representative of the commoner 
grain oi Hyderabad culture is one 
who is in crlcketli ig terms Abld's 
nephew. Mohamm^ Azharuddin. 
Like Abid. A/har was educated at 
the city's All Saints School, but, 
like Abid again, he cleariy learnt 
his cricket outside the school 
premises. The cover drive is 
reputed to be the most classical 
shot in the game, jret 1 have seen 
Azhar. more than once, manage 
the remarkable feat of playing it. 
with H horizontal bat. from well 
outside the leg stump. But oi 
course the straight bat is a positive 
liability in the gullies, whose 
bumps, holes, and angles make 
the Lord’s pitch, with Its famous 
ridge, look and play like a billiards 
table in comparison. 

. I 
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THE COMPLETE 
GUIDE TO 
THE ENTOURAGE 

I F you’re at a tennis tournament and want to know who's 
who around the stars, here’s a guide to a tennis star's 
entoutdge 

HITTING PARTNER This flunkey has no rights at all, has to 
be at the beck and call of the player, the coach, the parent, and 
should he make any mistakes while warming up the player, is 
soon out oi his Job Highly unstable position Not tor the weak 
at heart or quick tempered. A third*ciass citizen 
THE AGENT The outstanding member of the entour^e, because 
no matter what the temperature, the agent is out of place at the 
tennis in suit and tie, sunglasses on. mobile phone or pile of 
million dollar contracts in hand Tennis writer Bud Collins says 
he would never wear a suit at a tournament ’I always think if you 
wear a suit you were labelling yourself as an agent It’s like cops, I 
guess If you’re a young player you’d be very wary of agents—they 
can make you a lot of money but you maybe feel they will also Just 
tiy to milk your talent So if th^ see me watching them in suit, 
befoie 1 even say hello, they've got me pinned as an agent." An 
agent usually speaks with an American accent and is often seen 
in deep conversabon with either parent or player. Knows how to 
look inno< ent at any offer of mon<y that may be made to a player, 
and while asking for double, is able to calculate his 25 per cent fee 
simultaneously He’s also called upon to accompany more 
famous clients to dinner and to fulfil any of the player’s whimsical 
demands 

THE PSYCHOLOGIST" Responsible for the player’s state of 
mind—a major task for something so small This apparent guru 
of the perfect state of mind is responsible for all the player’s 
utterances at media conferences where he manages to turn most 
into bland affairs Typical offerings Include.‘I feel great*. ..‘well at 
the moment I can Just tell you that at the moment ft feels good and 
I hope it’s going to feel good for the next few days. I cannot tell you 
much more than that' The psychologist is easy to spot because 
he is often meditating It’s go^ for his im^e. Often plays the 
upcoming match through his own mind, because he has no idea 
how to hit the ball himself 

PHYSIO: A mandatoiy underling who ensures the player’s aches 
and pains are suitably attended to. Attempts to keep Ae player's 
bo4y as supple as his own mind. Also known as ball-boy and 
drink-bearer. Walks around with rolls of Uqpe and assorted 
handadttUn Utile black doctor’s bag. 

t more information, contact Jennifer Ca|»1ati or 
you cangetpast their,entourage, that ia. 
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JOHN McENROE 


The Brat 
Turns 
Angel 


At the Australian 
Open,people 
weren^tjust 
talking about 
McEnroe’s genius 
but also about his 
behaviour. And 
believe it or not, 
we’re talking 
angelic behaviour. 

DAVID 
McMAHON 
explains the 
reasons behind 
this rejuvenated, 
refinea McEnroe 


I p there was one realty odd 
concept about the 1992 
Australian Open, it was the 
fart that John Patrick 
McEnroe was the oldest player in 
the draw. Nearly 33, McEnroe is 
sUll seven years younger than Ken 
Rosewall was when he faced—and 
wasblownawaylnstralghtsetsby 
—the young Jimmy Connors in the 
1974Wimbledon men's singles 
final Butthat apart, it is still 
strange to think of McEnroe as 
being the grizzled old veteran. 

If there was another strange 
thiiu about the 1992 Open, it was 
the foct that Richard Krajicek and 
Wayne Ferreira emerged in the 
semi-flnals. when, to all Intents 
and purposes, th^ should have 
lost, respecttvety, to 1991 
Wimbledon champion Michael 
Stich and former wtnid number 
one McEnroe. 

This tournament, the first grand 
slam of the new year, had an eerie 
parallel with the 1991 U.S.Opim. 
sdien a rejuvenated Jtnmqr ' 

errors raced through the draw, 

maJdng a riiockMy oflhe heat. 
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The old Metnrot, ptftMlwit and 
patohy, no lon^ axiata 

advanclngyeara, of hi^er-ranked 
opponents and OThis own status as 
onlyapart-tbiw artisan of the 
courts. 

For round alter round we 
witnessed the Connors miracle, 
the pumping aims, the 
sweat'drenched brow, the 
adrenalin-charged crowds, the 
unforgettable quotes ( Here I am, 
39 years old, busting my ass on 
this tennis court, and you call that 
ball out?’) Oh It was thrilling stuff, 
make no mistake about It It was 
good tennis. It was good theatre. It 
was one endless, stirring battle 

It all ended In the semi-final 
when the young Jim Courier 
brought the dream to an abrupt 
end. but what Inslplring tennis It 
was from Connors, nine years after 
his last Wimbledon men's singles 
crown And now. halfawortd away 
and less than half a year later, 
another tempestuous American 
was doing the same 

Or maybe that should read 
"formerly tempestuous” American. 
The miracle at Melbourne was not 
Just the fact that McEnroe played 
Inspirational tennis, but that he 
merely pursed his Up at the sort of 
line calls that would have sent him 
Into a frenzy akin to his "pits of the 
wwld’outburst at Wimbledon In 
1981 

No. the new McEnroe at 
Melbourne was very different from 
the one l first saw beating (he great 
Borg as the Swede made his 
attempt to win a sixth Wlmbledim 
crown Here. McEnroe was 
focussed as never before on the 
task ofplaying the game, getting on 
with the next point, shutt^out aU 
<lse to (he point of total exclusion of 
matters unrelated to getting on 
Wltti the game.. He pursed his Up, 
habit hlS Up. he shook his hrad 
ahnost InperceptlUy, he giftmed 
nieftdfy...but there was notone 
word Rom him about the line calls. 

And there was one that n^t, 
perhaps, have cost him the onfy 
glimmer of h(^ when he faced die 
wall against Ferreira TheSouth 
Afirlcan with the big serve and the 
uninhibited ^ound strokes had 
served 14 sendee games tn the 
match and had never been broken, 
but i^n he served for the ' 
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t^bt. Irfatoitwifimtheflntpatnt, 
tteHtfvtttme b« had dhoe to 
ligalittt the FhiTelm aeive for nliM 
gaatea. then, or so ft aeetned to Ui 
inantaaemffint. McEnroe bad won 
SBCcaid point as weB, giving hhn 
the chance of forcing a bleak pc^t 
and putting the {sressure cm die 
youngster. But a ball that looked 
good was called out and Mc^uoe. 
aghast at being robbed of a point he 
was sure was his. merely winced 
and said nothing. 

What was it tlut gave him this 
new focus <m tennis? What was It 
that rekindled the competitive file 
In a man whose brilliance had 
ruled the circuit formore than a 
decade? Was it the example of 
Connors, so secure in his own 
sphere of life that he settled down 
to enjoy his role parent and 
tour^ pro and thence proceeded 
tocarve his sensational swathe 
through the *91 USOpen?OrwBsit 
Just that McEnroe wanted to show 
the youngsters on the drcuis the 
powers that had mice been BO 
feared in his tmnis armouiy? 

Apparently. It was neither of the 
aboiwcN* perhaps a ccHnbinaUon of 
several factors. A former player 
named Larry Stefankl. who had 
been a coui^e of years ahead of 
McEtoroe at universlly, went to 
watdi the former world numbo- 
me at an exhibition match in Los 
Angeles In the last stages of 1991. 
Wtt. Stefiaidcl sought Mcl^iroe 
'out and. over a beer, eiqBalned to 
him that he was "demeaning his 
talent by slmphr Uvlng off a 
rtputatkMi 80 revered flveyears 
esnler." 

According to the Melbourne 
^fhraM-fhuiV Sti^lmkl said Td 
Itnown John ktogbdSMe became 
ffito mwfiesahrnal tenrifo 

l^toid him he waa seBlng 

‘ ifiid |ki|iliinf I toM hi^ 
cmalolftosmg^^deMlon *Do 
wnif toxgqroriwf/ 

! ^WhehMtfnivpea^^ 

wwhaiKl awl^ 






been. There was alot (d* 
last-forwarding. 

"He'a a very different player (from 
the pofwer hitters at imNwnt) and 
he probably began to bdleve that 
he couMnT play hie type of game 
agatoat pciwep--that'8 hcgwiuh." 
aaidStehmkl. 

"He had to get back to bastes os 
ccniiidmcecoiMM finom adiatyou 
knowbeit BO’S wm sevengrand 
Mams fUKlycNi don’tliave to put 
any si^ hito hlin. Maybe Ms Is a 
(hiMmujr 8^ b 9 t he reallaea lt*8 
clny to have uMi ^de. I thtirk he 
can be Idw JhMBqr ConntaB aiKl 
atayi toraalbrari!^ Mfflsetf. the 
ai^ amffalBnim jday,^ tobieak 

dm toeU ihesyorfre 


WhogsveMcEnroe a chance 
against ttie (toferMfirgduunpim* 
Bosla Beeker?Whogave Mclmroe a 
chance as he faced not me. not 
two. but three matdi pednte 
agalnet Emilio Sanch^ And 
hmieally. admgaveFtoreira a 
chance a^dnat Mclhiroe? Yetthe 
yout^ter, adio was oifiy Mxyeara 
oMvnien the American firM inade 
the Wlmbledm afiiglea aetiUfinal to 
197t,wasffieanewtiowahced 
awqr tnumpbrnit, having d^ted 
Ma own idol In straight sets 
without even drapimg Ms serra 


Alto aa Mdtoroe walked awi^, 
the crowds came tothdr feet not 
Jlustibrtlmyourigvlctor, but for the 
old master, to wm Mm well, to 
adelkhtoi godspeed and, pmiMfW, 
tphMi hmi kaigevtly as wdl. # 





BY ANDY 0 BRIEN, 
MELBOURNE 


N Oriong after 
winning her 
fifth grand 
slam title. 

Monica Seles appeared 
in the Interview room In 
an elegant, full-length. 
1920s style dress with a 
floppy hat, an outfit she 
perhaps believed her idol 
Su/anne Lenglen might 
have once worn Seeing 
her with that on. one 
would never have 
imagined that this was 
the 18-year-oId whose 
at^sslve machine gun 
returns mid tenacious 
compeUtlve spirit, wiped 
out Dominican Republic 
bom Maiy Joe 
Fernandez 6-2,6-3 to 
take her second 
successive Australian 
Open title. 

Fernandez, 20. was 
expected to put up a 
better efibrt given her 
AneNvln over Gabrletk 
Sabatinl. as also her 
wonderful eflbrt in last 
year's Australian 
seml-flnal against Seles, 
where she held a match 
point but lost 7-9 In the 
third set. 

It all sounded 
plausible in principle, 
but Seles hits the ball 
with such consistent 
venom and manages 
through her double 
fisted style such 
increAUe angles, that 
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Fernandez found herself 
pinned to the baseline, 
her pre-match atrategs^ 
of attacking the net 
remaining stillborn. 

The ladles final was 
telecast in stereo, 
probably with the hope 
that the Seles grunt 
would be better heard 
But in 78 minutes, 
without even reaching 
her top decibel level, the 
defending champion 
fulfilled what had 
become an almost 
foregone conclusion 
after she relentlessly 
powered her way 
through the women’s 
draw. 

In fact only one match 
deserved to be in stereo 
Seles* quarter-final 
against the other 
German, Anke Huber. 
Not only did Centre 
Court atFllnd^ Park 
sound like a la^ur ivard 
that day. It was a match 
worthy ofa final 

And yet there was no 
doubt that the women’s 
tournament this year 
was scarce^ enthralling, 
not Just because the 
men, led by John 
McEnroe.over8hadowed 
It, but because the end 
result was predictable 
before a ball bad been hit 

At one stage you even 
tended to gaze wistfully 
around Centre Court for 
any sign of the ghost of 
Steffi Graf. And truly, 
without any disrespect 
to Gorgeous Gaby and 
Cool Capriati, the 
tournament was 
desperate^ in need of 
the Graffactor—or even, 
bless her old soul, the 
Martina foctoF—if 
only to give the punters 
some betting options. 

Seles’ domination of 
die toimiament and 
Indeed' women’s tennis Is 
total. If there Is anyone 
left in the ladles dressing 
rcMxnadio serious^ 
questions Seles’ rdgn. 


I then then she didn’t 
report to Centre Court at 
Flinders Park for sure. 

Seles’ confidence has 
grown with her maturity. 
She fumbled with the big 
trophy last year at the 
Australian Open nearly 
dropping It Not this time 
though. She was so 
comfortable holding It. 
that she even asked if 
she got to keep the 
tropl^ rmd hell, the way 
she's going she might as 
well collect all the ladles 
trophies and take them 
back to her showcase for 
them to lingn- there for a 
couple of years. 

But the danger for 
Seles, as Maiy Joe 
pointed out Is that when 
you win all the time. It’s 
hard to change your 
game 'Graf dominated 
for three years and didn’t 
improve," Mary Joe 
pointed out. 'Someone 
new always comes along 
and someone’s going to 
find out how to beat 
Monica You can never 
stop improving.' 

But the only way 
Fernandez could have 
beaten Seles in the final 
was If the champion had 
dcmned her 1920*8 outfit 
to play. Even that Is 
doubtful 

And yet Seles Is always 
skeptical. "I knew I was 
going to have a tough 
time defending the 
Australian Open title but 
I told myself Uiat 1 would 
just go out there and play 
the best tennis I can”, 
she said. 

That she did. And now 
there is talk of a grand 
slam sweep with 
Wimbledon, of course, 
being the critical issue. 
Seles speaks more of the 
need to iminove her 
^une. "I don’t v«nt to be 
like Lendl and try and 
win Wimbledon for all 
thme years and then not 
succeed. But to win there 
I have to have a better 


serve.” she declares. 

"When you look at 
women with good serves 
you see women with 
really strong idioulders 
and I need to strengthen 
my body. I would also 
have to have the courage 
to come to the net. That’s 
going to take 
commitment from me 
and It’s going to be hard 
because I don’t feel 
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secure. But if 1 could add 
that to ny game It would 
be great I would also like 
to strengthen my 
voll^,” said Seles. 

And regardless of her 
self perceived 
weaknesses. Seles left 
Melbourne, the 
undisputed queen of 
tennis and 360,000 
dtfilars richer.# 
























Courtor: Thantw American haro 

The cynics may claim thatjlm 
Courier couldn't have been luckier 
on bis way to winning his ffrat 
Australian Open title. The 
withdrawal of Pete Sampras and 
the elimination of the seeds on his 
side, meant that the eventual 
champion didn ‘t play a stn^e seed 
till his hnal against world No. 1 
Stefan Edberg. Not to mention not 
having to hit a ball In the semi 
dnals, when Richard Krajicek 
defaulted with tendinitis In his 
serving shoulder. 

The cynics may also add that 
even in the tJnal. Courier was 
lucky, because, In effect, he was 
playing a woefully out of form and 
Inconsistent Edberg. Yet. to dwell 
on Edberg's form and the 
ffckleness of the draw, would be to 
deny the dude lirom Dade City the 
kudos he deserves. From day one of 
the tournament he asserted 
hlmselfand never once let go. 

The final Itself was a battle 
between the game’s quiet men. It 
was also a clash between Courier’s 
rough-hewn, blistering baseline 
attack and Edberg’s more classic 
and more sutble net play. But the 
26-year-(dd Swede wilted on that 
hot Sunday a/lemoon. while 
Courier, baseball cap ffrmfy In 
place, never looked anything but 
the coolest man In the place. But 
Courier’s composure disguised his 
hunger, and as he remarked later, 

“It was mentally taxing. I had to bd 
there for every point thou^ the 
score would show otherwise. “ 

Itwassotaxlngthatafterthe 
prize distribution ceremony was 
over and done. Courier continued 
the bizarre post match suitlcs of 
newly crowned Australian Open 
champions. Ayear alter Boris 











Becker h9(i^«i&tiedthrpi0i the 
SatHmetTennie Centre to dance 
foou^tbeUieea liningBatman 
Avenue. Courterplnedhla coach 
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dangemus. Said Courier in reply, and cloak 

^dslamtoumamentseveiy street*Ininwt 

_ paHs of the woHd without fear of 

being mobbed. 

Such relative anonymity can t 
last long, but he‘s enjoying it while 
he can. And as Courler. hardly 
exuding star qualliy. was simply 
taking care of business at Flinders 
Park in the early rounds, he rarely 
attracted the attention of the 
crowd. When the new American 
hope lurried up at the Australian 
Open, he strolled casually around 
the stadium with hardly a soul 
giving any indication of knowing 
who he was. 

I^ter he satd that people 
recognise him only when he's 
under the baseljall cap he wears on 
court. "When I take it off. I find that 
I can go incognito." he chuckled. 

It 1$ a proposition which defies 
logic, but 11 hardly matters beewse 
the reality Is that his status In the 
game Is now beyond disguise. He 
made certain of that last year with 
one of the most emphatic quantum 
leaps up the rankings chart. After 
losing to Edberg in five sets In the 
fourth round here last year. 
Courier took the game by storm. 

In an incredible year, he: 

• won the French Open beaUng 
Edberg. SUch and Agassi In 
succession; 

• lost only to SUch. the eventual 
winner In the quarter finals at 
Wimbledon; 
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Brad Steyh fora swim in the muricy 

wateraoftheYarrariverJusta^ 

the road BromFUnderaPpk. The 
pair had made a pact to the 

doaded waters, despite 
^locals thattherivercouldbe 


D espite having won two 

grsmd slam titles. Jim 
Courier hardly classifies 
as a recognisable 
personality. Unlike Btais Becker, 
for instance, who often dons a wig 


parfofiiHHice, IWM li 

kMif w«r 
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• aot to the U.S. Open flnai 
wlmout dropping a set, where he 
lost to Edberg; 

• won $ 1.7miIUon, more than 
doubling his earnings since he • 
turned pro in 1988; 

• improved his ranking from 24 to 

two: 

• reached thesemlflnalsorbetter 
in 11 of the 18 tournaments he 
played, including five of the last six. 

Asked hallway through the 
Australian Open whether there 
has been any negative side to all 
this, to nobody's surprise. Courier 
was not able to think of one. Unlike 
some of his fast moving peers. 
Courier is extremely happy about 
his position in the top 10. 

"It is a lot of fun.” he said, "you get 
to do a lot of things that I dreamt of 
as a kid—being able to travel 
around the world and play against 
the best players. I want to stay in 
this fantasy world for as long as I 
can. Tbat’s why J immy Connors 
sticks around—he loves to 
compete, he loves the adulation of 
the fans he loves to be out there. 1 
think that's what it's ail about”. 

Yes. there is a lot of self 
containment about Jim Courier. 

He seems in remarkable control, 
both on court and off it. Nothing 
much slips past without him 
catching It-^ew tennis balls, fewer 
tricky questions. 

Courier allows his acerbic 
humour to surface occasionally, 
but he keeps his reign tight. What . 
you see is pretty much what you 
get—and what you get is exactly 
What Courier is prepared to deliver. 

Hejust does things he normally 
did, he claimed, while questioned 
about fame. Maybe it was an 
unconscious thing, but he 
certainly didn’t go out of his way to 
remain anonymous. 

So was he good at avoiding crisis 
and dramas in the rest of his life? 

"As far as you know.” said 
Courier chopping the query off 
down at the knees. 

Fame, pressure, tension...c'mon 
dim. how about it? 

"liiere are things that you don't 
want to have and fame is not 
something I really need.” he said 
courteous^. "And unfortunately 
. die wi^ things are golng~«r 
fbrttmately, as the case may 




be—I'm getting moit? and more well 
known'. ” He does not do TV- 
rommercials. like Atidre Agassi 
(and It can only be assumi^ that 
the amount of Andre we\e apen in 
the Nike ads on television this 
summer In Australia, the 
marketing ground has been laid for 
a personal appearance in 1993). 
But Agassi and others have made a 
lot of money from their forays into 
the commercial world, it was 
pointed out. "You can make a lot of 
money winning tennis matches 
too." countered Courier. 

Ahah! An opening! Did he care 
about making money? 

“Well,” drawled Courier.“the 
money Iscertainlv a comfort and 
I'm not going to 

worry about It. There’s no doubt 
that it's nice to have, but it's not 



everything. Money is not 
happiness because when I didn't 
have any money, I was Just as 
happy as I am nowand there's no 
reason to be more happy or less 
happy." 

His travelling coach, Brad Steyn 
had shown him a great quote: 
"Happiness Is not what you've got. 
It’s how happy you are with what 
you have." "And”, said Courier. 

"I'm happy with what I have." 

But, it\reaUty, the sky seems to 
be the limit for this product of the 
famous Nick Bollettierl Tennis 
Academy In Florida. Intelligent, 
articulate, thoughtful and 
ambitious, he is still only 21 and he 
possesses the formidable capacity 
to crunch the ball as only Broker 
and a handful of others can do. 
That makes him perfectly placed to 
thrive in an era where the current 


obsessltm is power tennis. . > / 

The win at Melbourne sepamtea 
Courier from the No. J mnkingby ' \ 
fust 20 potnta and since he w& t 
take the court in San Fianciaco in m 
few di^ys and Edberg will not, y 
Courier will moat certainly become 
the tenth player to occupy the top 
spot since 1970. But thatdoesnX- 
worry the Florida boy top much, 

Tth motivated to play the best 
tennis my game allows. If that 
means beIrtgNo. 2 in the world and 
no better, well that's not so bad. If it 
means getting to No. I, well, that 
wilt be a great day." 

Bdberg might have played—as 
his coach Tony Pickard put It—“the 
worst game ofhis life." but • ^ 

Courier's consistency and power | 

off the ground were so good that he I 
could have played with a toothpick. | 

Courier claimed he was very fired § 
up because the papers had jj 

previewed the ihml almost as if ' ^ 
Edberg had won the match.' ■ 

"Maybe next year, you guys will 
know who I am. I was a little 
dlstrau0tt this morning when I i 

read the papers. I thought! had 
already lost the match, "he said In ' 
his post-victory conference. "You 
can say whateveryou like about me 
but today I won the match and I'm 
ail smiles about H." 

Edberg. on the other hand, 
seemed loo subdued. He admitted 
to it saying "conslderir^l had not 
played too much coming into the 
tournament I think I did well to get 
to the stage where I had a shot at 
the title." 

"The difference between here I 

and the U.S. Open fEdlxrghad 
beaten Courier in straight sets In 
the final of last year's U.SjOpen) was 
not so much Jim's performance, i 
was a lortg way below my form 
today ." Edberg said. And in spite of 
that, the match produced the 
quality of tennis beflttiriga Grand 
Slam final. 

And at the end of It all. Courier 
ivas still that Mr. Anonymous, the 
name he was dubbed by the press 
during this tournament. Speaking 
to a packed Centre Court, Courier 
said, "He (Edberg has had better 
days surely. But he's a chamjaon. 
The true champion I mmi to be 
someday," 

And the way Courier Is going that 
day Isn't too far away. ^ 
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JL FTER every ma)or 
tournament —known In theli;world as 
Grand Slams—the tennis folks take a 
hard look at themselves and their game. It 
was no dllTerehl after this year's 
Australian Open. And when they saw 
themselves in the inirror, what did the 
tennis world .see'i* Some of the same old 
things they have been seeing over the last 
few years. Salisfed, that nothing much 
had changed, the tennis world was ready 
to walk away, till this die-hard Aussie 
sports freak came along. 

I le had seen the Australian Open being 
playt'd for the llrst time on an artificial 
surface—having earlier been under the 
Impression it was played at that place 
along the freeway to Merboume City called 
K(N)yong. And he pointed out to the tennis 
world what they had noticed some time 
ago, but had lailed to rectity. Like the 
abundance of {x>wer play and the lack of 
personalities. 

in both the men's and womett's game, it 
starts right at the top and seeps down to 
the bottom; from stars tojourneymen and 
women. 

Take the man who won the Australian 
title this year in the blistering heat of a 
Melljourne summer. It was almost desert 
warfare at Flinders Park, such was^the 
heal and the competition. And in tho.se 
conditions who could be better than the 


[Aftei wotchsng 

the Austraiian 
Open, ANDY 
O'BRIEN 
believes that 
tennis 

continues to 
have too 
much power 
and too few 
personalities 




AU-AmeHcan tennis marine; Jfm Courier. 

It was easy to imagine Courier turning 
up at the tdumament offices before his 
matches, standing to attention and tellir^ 
officitds. "Private Courier reporting for 
duty. Sir". 

Courier isjuat one of tennis' foot 
soldiers who in Melbourne found himself 
on combat'duty In temperatures of 30 
degrees with a hot wind fanning across the 
court. His orders were to ellminffi;e the 
enemy as efficiantly as possible, and then 
report back. During the debriefing 
session. Journalists asked him about his 
style of keeping his head down during 
battle, shunning the limelighti Had he no 
Interest in being a hero? 



MAKES TENNIS A DULL SPORT 
















"Fame? Me^ ali^ No, sir. I’m a tennis 
soldier, sir.” And that* s the kind of guy who 
will be No. 1‘the next time you see the ATP 
rankings list. 

And the guy he will be taking over from, 
wasn’t and Isnt any better himself. It is 
not that Stefan Edberg doesn’t vmnt to be 
liked. It Is more that he would prefer not to 
.be noticed. Debate continues whether 
Edberg has cultivated that low proille 
Image or whether he is just plain. 
old-fashtoned.borlng. An Edberg press 
conference is an exercise in studied 
understatement. His on court 
mannerisms seem calculated in their 
hon-descrlption. And his play? Well, most 
of the times so good that it’s boring txx>. 
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Indeed so successful has Edberg be^ Jim Cmiitor: Tennis’ 

In removing ariy trace of personality, that IH,. Anonymous 

he used to have his InltlsJs printed on-hls 
t-shlrts to lemlnd himself who he was; 

Thou^ the taWals are now gone arid the 
Edberg {koflle steadily rla^. 

Ncvotheless. the Ei^libJounnallstB 
touridEdbei^ interesting ^ughto once s 
''Sta^bu£htsbimdoahome.:T^ 
WaS^^TWyi^a^doeshlaqw^ ' 


Not very interesting, granted. But this Is 
that sometimes dumb Swede who teeny 
hoppers go rraxy over. Though one must 
add that for the teen brigade, personality 
has never been necessary: The'Swede's 
blonde good looks are enough. 

Oh yes. you may point out that Courier ■ 
did take a dip in a murky river after he won 
In Australia. Okay, that was Interesting. 
But how many of t he paying public were 
t here when he dropped his sweaty body 
Into t he muddy Yarra? 

Or for t hat matter, how many were 
present when Edberg cracked a joke 
(yeah, tenrUs’ believe it or not) at one of his 
press conferences? 

Edberg celebrates his birthday every 
year at the Oz Open and every year a cake 
from the organisers marks the occasion. 
ITils year, at a mock pre.ss conference on 
January 20. Edberg glanced down at the 
tiny cake littered with candles and in his 
usual drawl commented, in obvious 
reference to this recession In Australia." 
Things must be bad in Australia. It’s 
getting smaller every year!" 

This preference to be a non-personality 
is even rubbing off on some of the rising 
stars in tennis. After Wlmbledorr last year. 
Michael Stlch was catapulted into the 
ozone to bebomc a new star. But today he’s 
had enough of the pressures that go with 
being famous. And one can’t really blame 
him for some of the things that have 
ha ppened in his life since winning 
Wimbledon have been outrageous. 

'fhe dirty tricks brigade In Germany 
perpetrat^ several stunners over the last 
few months, the most damaging involving 
a fake weapons company. Anned with the 
promise of a 25 million dollar live year 
contract and posing as marketing agents, 
two German reporters approached ten 
leading sports persons explaining that 
they represented a firm selling militaiy 
hardware to Saddam Hussein, and sought 
to buy the athletes’ endorsements to lift 
the image of their firm. Steffi Graf. Katarina 
Witt and Katrln Krabbe were the only ones 
who said no. Boris Becker was not asked. 
Bernhard Langer and Michael Gross did i 
not reply. The magazine ran the story of I 
initial acceptance by Stlch and his 
management, severely sullying Stlch's 
image. 

The paparazzithen swooped again, 
wh^ Stlch’s :grfilend crashed hJs car on 
the way to meet him at a Stuttgart 
tournament and received serious leg 
injuries. Dressed In medical garb, 
photogtophers stole into the hospital and 
emerged with the ultimate reward. The 
personal Invasion shook Stlch badly. 


















EXCITING; CONNORS, AGASSI, BECKER. McENROE 


What Is a star, said Stich In answer to 
Becker’s cpmment after last year’s 
Wimbledon Anal. Now he knows: a mere 
trick of the light. And now he prefers to 
remain secure In the shadow behind the 
glow. 

Lead by a teenager who has It all—the 
smile of a child, the charm of a princess 
and the eye of an assassin—the women 
are not as badly down the personality 
drain as the men are. 

Monica Seles made sure that she didn't 
create another stir like she made by her 
non-appearance at Wimbledon last year. 
This year. Just prior to the tournament she 
wore a neck brace during a practise 
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session, but soon revealed aAer a few days 
of speculation that It was an Injuiy caused 
having slept In an awkward position 
during her flight to Melbourne. Seles was 
surprisingly embarassed that I he 
neckbrace had called so much attention to 
her; In the past she had not proved to be 
such a shrinking violet from t he warmth of 
the limelight. 

During the Australian Open. In one of 
her press conferences, Seles admitted 
that the Wimbledon saga was a lesson 
learnt. "My mistake was that I didn’t come 
forward and 1 was hard on them who made 
up those stories." she said. 

It seems even Seles the child is slowly 


BORING; LENDL, CHANG, EDBERG. COURIER 
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After 

Wimbledon 
last year, 
Michael Stich 
was 

catapulted 
into the ozone 
to become a 
new star. But 
today he’s had 
enough of the 
pressures that 
go with being 
famous 


attemptlnj{ to be more like a woman. She 
still dresses up to attract attention but^he 
has stopped playing tennis matches 
braless. And that's a good be^nning. 

But while It seems everyone shuns 
'image' off the court these days, they are 
taking to jjower when on court. We are 
talking about the Increase in the use of 
wide bodied rackets, double handed 
backhands and forehands, and the 
takeover by the power set. As Boris 
Becker, Joint holder with Jim Courier of 
the Mr Power lllle, pul It during the 
Australian Open: "I.et's say with the power 
game and the young players coming up so 
early and having lhat much power and 
strength It's not that easy for anybody 
especially ihc older guys." 

^en Stefan Edberg expressed concern 
about the increasing dominance of the 
power game. "It is the fashion nowand It is 
probably going to be like this for some time 
because of the.se new rackets, which give 
more power." he said in Melbourne. "I've 
also seen in the past year that generally 
the balls are getting quicker and quicker, 
so that jioesn'l help either. It is a bit of a 
problem for the game. It’s not a contest to 
see who hits the ball hardest but a contest 
to move best on the court." 

Becker dismissed as sour grapes the 
suggestion of law changes to curb the 
power game: "It's not the opinion of the 
players—it’s just one or two players who 
ain't that fasi now. The people are veiy 
much here to sec tennis the way it is being 
played now." 

In the women's section too, Seles' 
dominance because of a powcr*based 
baseline game. Is a pxiinter to the future. 
There is no point hoping that the new 



rackets, or tte two handed groimdstrokes - 
or the powerplay or Monica will go away. 
And the frightening thing is that Monica 
feels that there is plenty of room for 
improvement in her game. 

.So where then does the rest of the world * 
start? r. 

The focus must now shift stron^y to the . 
women's serve. The men complain about 
the free points the big hitters now get with 
their serves. But the serves of the top 
women hold little fear for opponents. 
"Eventually people are going to catch up to 
her," said Mary Joe Fernandes after Seles 
blasted her off centre court at Flinders 
Park last month. Eventually, may well be 
I he operative word. 

For the men you have to have the powrer 
these days to be a threat. Players like 
Richard Krajicek and Wayne Fereira 
proved that. But in the women's side the 
top player who develops a big serve will be 
the new threat. Seles who has only a 
useful serve, realises this and is talking of 
going to a gym and working out on her 
shoulders. In the long run pumping 
weights which has suddenly become very 
popular on the men’s tour might find a 
way into the women's dressing rooms as 
well. 

In the meantime, the free points in the 
women’s game will rest more with 
attacking the weak second serve. When 
Sabalini is sharp she does well, stepplr^ 
deep inside the baseline for the second 
serve, but Seles hesitates to do it, as do 
many other women. So the riddle here will 
be. which comes first—the stronger serve 
or the second serve blitz return? Andf how 
will the women be able to combine 
Increased strength with mobility and 
llexlbility to force their way to the net to 
make the volley? 

But at present it's power, and Seles has 
it and she's in control. And she sets the 
example. Which reminds one of the story 
that Jim Courier recounted about his 
experience at Nick Bolllttlerl’s tennis 
academy. The power of Seles' 
groundstrokes proved too awesome for the. 
other female students at the academy, 
forcing BoIIettieri to ask Courier to hit with 
her. Courier recalled: "First ball, whap, 
she hits a winnor^ b^, whap. she 

smacks miother wirmer. I said, ‘Okay. I'm 
impressed. You can play. Now let's 
practise. ‘Uh-uh. Whap. Whap. Whap. 
WhapI After ISmtnutes I walked off. I told 
Nick ‘never again.' He could get another 
guinea pig." 

Now you know why Seles is so looking 
forward to that exhibition with Jimnw,4 
Connors, Tennis sure looks differei^^lii|srl- ■ 





By reaching three 
finals arid. 

two of them, Leader 
Paeswasjeasfiy 
. the best flayer 
on view during the 
satellite eircuit 
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ttflaerjy it pdlntst D^vitfC^^rs 
2e98hari and Aslf toirtn 

rate irouiid each In fouff 

Zeeshari, In fact. had>t6 through 
the humiliating ejq>^«tce of a 
play-ofltwtth Lamb®, iwhfch hewon 
to three dose acts (t^'Slri the thlcd) 
tffqwdlfyftjrtht-Maatefs |rt Indw 
Nati!te^faht*t5c^«i^adlds^^tfy ; 

.. , better) ii>alflria»esi^d<OM«d hi 
■ ... 





\ 0tt;«i6QfW aitaaecpem hopeiuls 
.^^^Hiorethan jthe Indians. Because 
/ one satelBte being 

•diilianjhsedbytlieirown 
Jtwocfatlon, ^jfndian players 
»•’'wulj^ not be miilted f(CM*expertlng 
^ advantageous 

is 

truant to 

Bajipi i isrt^ At ttw same time ^e 
p M Bitttebefcentln mthd islh^ the 
l^lwjwti^oonditi^ 

” to Paes* case as much as 

* inlitsIdilaW'lndtans.WhllePaes 
dated to de^ smd overcome 
'Adversity, the others were not bold 
and mentally strong enough to nse 
above the script To be a champion, 
one has to cope with any 
opposition under all 
circumstances Andtimtiscme 
trait which makes Paes so 
reiieshlngiy different from the 
others Indian tennis badly needs a 
few more of his ilk uigentfy 
It was as much a test of Paes’ 
consistency as ofhis fitness A sore 
wrist had Ivpt him out of action for 
nearly two months and prevented 
him from picking up a racket for 
over four weeks Misgivings about 
his form were only natural Two 
weeks into the circuit, the 18-and 
<a-hair-year-old had stamped his 
class in a most authoritative 
manner. He went through the 
Bombay leg without dropping a set 
and had denied an encore the 
plwfity Bulgarian Mark Markov 
Hie same Markov, who took a set 
hto in the first round In Pune. 
wAnt one better in Cochin, and 
showed Paes thedoor fifilowing two 
ti^tsets< 

C«naAl*Kkffe and Paes was ready 
tod&RmdMto Masleratltleand, 


consequently, prove that the defeat 
at the hands ot Markov was just an 
aberration Second-tound 
opponent (ail eight seeds got a bve) 
^MoSoalola a handsome 
21-year old Italian surpassed 
himself and played scintillating 
tennis To be honest Si aiola did 
eveiything but win on that btighi 
morning at Yeshwant Club 1 he 
primary reason why Scaiola ended 
up the loser was thal his opponent 
was just not prepaied to .ic c ept 
defeat 

Sturdy Frenchman Alois Bcust 
who thrashed Ferreira tlie 
previous day wasPties next 
victim Mihnea Ion Nastase th< n 
ran away Iroin Paes in the pi elexl of 
shoulder pain Paes was not a 
matt h away from the title It was 
there for his taking Indonteswho 
had seen him m at tion against 
Scaiola and Bcust thought E\en 
with the new Wlson larket 
borrowed from Gabi it hid/e as 
seven of his lavounte Pm it c 
Graduates broke by the thud week 
he adjusted pret ty well even 
thou^ the timingol the strokes 
went a tnfle awry at limes bet ausc 
ol the smaller head and dlfierent 
grip 

Danielle Musa had other ideas 
The thin and lightly-built Italian 
with deceptively hard and fiat 
groundstroke&crept up the draw 
vnthout being noticed and 
suddenly he was in the title-round 
iUexSimonlan. Keith Evans, 
compatnot Ettore Rossetti, 
Gabrtchldze—they all bowed to 
Musa. Barring Stmonian. the other 
three were all aeeded and the next 
taiget was Paes. QabrlchKke, of 
course, had no intentions of 
winning the semifinal against 


Musa The Georgian tanking the 
match left a bitter taste in the 
mouth and hurt the organisers and 
sponsors more than anyone else as 
they had been hoping foi a 
Paes Gabrx hId/e final going five 
on the National N(‘t>vork Not that 
Gabnehid/es patronage diluted 
Musa s upset \'lctorv all that imich 
i ie has plaving *a)lid hai d( ourt 
tennis and < oiild ha\e sc alped 
Gabn or nin hinu lost had the 
Geoigian been plaving scnously 
In the final Musa it turned 
serves like a t hampion and had a 
lew anwinglxic khand winnets 
Perhaps he was a bit lu< ky lo run 
into an oil Ini in Paes whose 
inisei les were t ompounded by a 
blister on the right palm which 
bill St early In the set ond set 
Notlimg set med lo go 
I ight lor him and it was all over in 
an iiour and a quai ter 
I lie doubles was Paes and 
Zeeshan s monopoly Hiiee tide 
triumphs and a runner up finish 
may suggest thal the Indian pair 
had a whale nl a time But anyone 
wait hingt losely could not have 
misst d the iat k of t amai adei Ie one 
normally associates wlien Paes is 
one ui the partners Tlierewere 
limes when both gave liie 
Impression they were not enjoying 
themselves Zeeshan. In the midst 
of a terrible spell, was the weak line 
more ollen but Paes ttx> did not 
have a great lime In Indore II they 
still won so many mate hes. it was 
bet ause the opposition was no 
great shakes Not a good augury for 
Indian tennis desperately in need 
of a solid doubles team After all, 
Ramesh Krtshnan Is not going to be 
there fora tembly long time 


i 






ff ycxir hike refuses to start, 
change your boots and readon* 

Carbon deposition on your spark plug results in your bike giving you 
starting trouble. Now >ou can prevent this by simply using Bharat Super 2T Two Stroke Oil 
Bharat Sii|Ter 2T is a hi^ performance oil that provides excellent lubrication 
to engine parts It also prewnts piston ring sticking and carbon deposits on the exhaust 
pun, piston and silena’r. So you get a cleaner spark plug, smoother staning, 
better pickup, more engine power, greater fuel efficiency, 
and longer engine life for a l«ser dcKage of Super 2T.*, 

Use Bharat Super 2T Two Stroke Oil. 

It’s much cheaper tlian buying a new pair of b(X3ts. 

Bharat Super 2T Two Stroke Oil makes oil sense for all 2 and 3 wheelers. 

*Rtfer to your owners smice hookfor recominentkd dosage 
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Bharat Petroleum 


Conservation through quality upgradatlon. 


CDntraaJP551.9).R 







READERS 


QUIZ 


j 

QUESTIONS 

1 In the year 

X • 1119, a game 
betwen Henry I of 
England and Louis 

given birth to a new 
genre of chess 

Name the genre. 

Q Which 

VI of France IS 
supposed to have 

Grandmaster, an 
aide of Bobby 


ANSWERS 


1. <k)ur«iporatefvGeChesi» 

2. Miguel Quinterw. ** ^ 
d. Elena Akhmilov^uya. ^ 

^ IvkovoTYug^viainlSSI. 

5. lnthe/0!ua</a{i9tf(j7rKtonAtows.Theo^^ 
was fcH,mcled by Stauntqn in 164S and 
dlecontmued In 1986 

6. Israel, 1976. 

7 PiaCiwnling for Sweden. 

8 Unlike hisnan beings, ccmiputers am 
normally programmed to calcuiate, say five 
moves d^. A smart human being win dien 
start looking for traps which are 'over the 
horizon'. t.e., six or mom moves deep. This is 
ca^ ‘iKtf^ 

9. Camesjle, Mellon University. 

10. Vienna Game. 

11. Itisthesolutionofachessprobittrnin 
fewer moves than the composer thought it was 
possibie or an alternative soAAion that he was 
hotawamof. 

12. 7]fTe£7eiSsne!e by Vladimir Nubokov. 

13. HAL9000. 

14. AristotletoAtexanderthe Greet. 

15. AlQCholtc Chess is an absurd game 
pb^ on a lam board vrith gleams or botfles 

reptai^monessmen. tftheopponenibipieos 


18. MaiieahDiandmBeneilee. 

THIS QUIZ HAS SEEN COMPILED BY: 

PRANABMUKHERJEE. 

10/B. KATUA KHOTI LANE. 
CALCUTrA-700025. 

Ail answers sent m by the contntHitor 


Fischer In his 
playing days, was 
banned from 
competition after 
two visits to South 
Africa? 

3 Which 

• challenger and 
erstwhile USSR’s 
notable woman 
Grandmaster 
created a stir by 
eloping with John 
Donaldson, the 
non-playing 
captain of the US 
laales team during 
the 1988 Olympiad 
in Greece? 

4 Who was the 
• first junior 
world chess 
champion and m 
which year? 

5 Which was 
• the longest 
running chess 
column? 

6 Apart Iroin 
• USSR and 
Flungary. which is 
the only other 
country to have 
won a women’s 
che.ss Olympiad 
and In wnicb year'-* 

7 In the last 
• Olympiad at 
Novi Sad. who is the 
only woman to have 
played in the men’s 
or general section? 

8 What, in 
• computer 
chess, is ‘horizon 
effect"? 

9 Which 
• university of 
USA has 

announced a prize 
of$ 1,00.000toa 


programmer whose 
programme can 
hoodwink the world 
chess champion? 


1 With 

A which 

opening would you 
associate the 
'Frankenstein-DraC' 
uU variation? 


1 1 What. In 
X •chess 
problem parlance. 
Isa 'cook? 


1 O Originally 
X ^•wrlttenin 
Rus.man as 
‘Luzhin ’s Defence" 
under the 
pseudonym V 
Siris, this book is 
hailed as the best 
novel ever written 
about chess. Later 
it was translated. 
Name the book and 
the author 


1 Q IN‘2001A 
X Space 
Ody»scy‘lhe 
supership had a 
chess playing 
computer. Name it. 


1 A Who said 

X • this to 
whom." When you 
are lonely, when 
you feel yourself 
alien to the world, 
play chess. This 
game will raise your 
spirit and be your 
counsellor in war"? 

7 /r What IS 
JL ‘Alcoholic 


Chess’ 


1 O Which 
X,W*Calcuttan 
gave the world the 
‘King’s Indian 
Defence? 








NATIONAL TABLE TENNIS CHAMPIONSHIPS 


KAMLESH 

MEHTA 



THEUifl 

AAAESnU:) 


trtbute from the 
maestro of the 

V ' not-too-dlslant past. 

-; ' ■ Gautam Divan. 

. ’ JHU summed it up 
i.."'-' ; . ' - . vA perfectly. "Regrets? 
None at all. For my record has not 
only been erased by a great player, 
but by one who also Is a marvellous 
gentleman. Kamlesh Mehta 
without doubt has been the 
country's finest player In the last 
decade." 

Indeed. Kamlesh's 
history-authoring seventh title 
during the recent 5drd National 
Table Tennis Championships was 
the highlight of the Bombay 
tournament. And by thrashing top 
seeded Sujay Ghorpade in the 
title-round. Kamlesh not only sent 
overboard Divan's achievement of 
winning the Maharaja PIthapuram 
Cup six times, but assured for 
himself Aie top spot in Indian table 


tennis' Hall of Fame. 

Eyebrows had been raised when 
the soft-spoken reigning champion 
had Been accorded second billing, 
behind Ghorpade. by the seedtngs 



Kamlesh Mehta (left), the men’s 
singles champion with runner-up 
Sujoy Ghorpade 

committee. Those entrusted with 
the task had even overlooked the 
fact that just a few weeks before the 
Nationals. Kamlesh had beaten 
Ghorpade to the SAF gold in 
Colombo. Perhaps there then was 
one more point for Kamlesh to 
prove. And perhaps this accounts 
for the vengeance with which 
Kamlesh went about retaining his 
crown. 

The seedings committee was also 
severely embarrassed in the title 
round of theTYavancore Cup—the 
symbol of supremacy Jn the 
women’s sectlorj—when Nlyatl 
Shah, seeded ninth, made 
shortwork of top seeded Amblca 
Radhika. Though NlyaU required 
four games to win her third singles 
Utle. the final wa»pretty one-sided 
and more than the quality of play, 
what held one’s attention was the 
charming presence of the finallstsi 
The bronze medals in the open 
events went to Karnataka's Chetan 
Baboor and to Bend’s Anindtta 
ChakrabcMTty. Both highly gift®*!- 









Baboor beat unseeded S. 
Ratnaswami to the number three 
spot. While among women, the 
class IX student of Hind Motor HS. 
Anlndita. dashed the aspirations of 
third seeded B. Bhuvaneshwarl. 
Anlndita was seeded 14. The shy 
Bengal girl also bagged the 
Fairplay TTophy. 

Though there were quite a few 
upsets, especially in the women's 
section, when the last eight stage 
was reached it showed Just one 
unseeded player in contention for 
both the Maharaja Pithapuram as 
well as the Travancore Cups. It was 
Ramaswaml (who gained the 
quarters at the expense of fourth 
seeded Arup Basak of Bengal) in 
the men's section; Bengal’s 
Debosmita Das among women. 

(In fact, while both Anlndita and 
Debosmita made the last eight, 
Bengal went unrepresented in the 
men's quarter-finals. Basak and 
Pradlp Samanta made the 
pre-quarters, but made no furtoer 
progress. From East Zone’s point of 
view, Assam's talented Arun Jyotl 
Barua was the lone man to finish in 
the last eight.) 

While Kamlesh successfully 
defended his title won at Jaipur 
last March, Mantu Ghosh, the 
youngest -ever women's 


title-holder, failed even to make the 
quarters. Drawn against Ntyatl in 
the third round, she went down 
rather tamely and quickly 
dissolved into tears. 

The success of Kamlesh and 
Nl 3 ratl only confirmed the 'old 
guard' was a cut above the rest. 

In the Inter-State 
championships, which preceded 
the Open Nationals. Railways 
scripted the most sensational 
upset, dethroning the Kamlesh 
Mehta-led Banks Sports Board 
(BSB) to lift the Bama Bellack Cup. 
It was a classic final, and it really 
came to life when the flashy Nupur 
Santra shocked Kamlesh. That 
was too much for BSB. And in the 
decider. Ganesh Kundu gave 
BSB's Sunil Babras few 
opportunities, ensuring that a new 
champion team would be crowned 
at the Andherl Sports Complex. 

The women's final for the 
Jayalaksmi Cup was one big yawn. 
Indeed, old-timers were 
hard-pressed to recall exactly how 
long back had a title round seen 
such a listless finale. For the 
record. Tamil Nadu coasted to a 

Women’s singles champion Niysti 

Shah with the Travancore Cup. 

Ambika Radhika looks on 



fairly comfortable vlctoiy pver^ 
Maharashtra B; And in doing so. 
made histoiy. For the TN women 
had never before annexed the Cup. 

It was a proud moment for the TN 
coach. Chandrasekhar. As 
captain, he had guided the TN men 
to three titles. And now, as coach, 
he had quietly inspired his team to 
a national title. Someone promptly 
dubbed him 'the Beckenbauer of 
Indian table tennis'. And with some 
good reasons too. 

Coached by the affable Manjlt 
Dua. the Delhi teams made the 
semi-finals in both sections. The 
home state. Maharashtra, too, 
secured last-four berths in both 
the men's and wpmen's categories. 

Where Bengal is concerned, both 
the men and women made the 
quarter finals, as in Jaipur. But 
there was a difference. The men. . 
riding Basak's virtuosity, finished 
fifth, an improvement by two frolp' 
the last nationals. (Incidentally. ' 
eventual winners Railways had 
stopped Bengal 3-2 In a 
nerve-wracking quarter final. A 
match which had a peculiar 
emotional dimension as two of the 
Railways players—Santra and 
Kundu are Calcutta-based and 
had first caught the eye whilst 
turning out for Bengal). 

The Bengal women, though, 
slipped marginally, ending at 
number 6. down one position. Still, 
even though Railways, champions 
at Jaipur, beat Bengal to the fifth' 
spot. Bengal's Anlndita brou^t 
considerable cheer to the state 
camp by winning both her singes 
against the much more fancied 
Radhika and Mantu. 

Sonali Bhattacharya. too. had 
her moments, but it was Anlndita 
who was not onl^ more consistent, 
but clearly looked the more 
classier player. It's a plQr 
really—and very surprising—that 
Anii^ita (runner-up in last 
December's Junior nationals) failed 
to figure among the four probables 
for the Oljrmplc qualifying 
tournament. 

That both the Assamese men 
and women also made the last , 

eight in the team championships la. 

quite heartening. In fact. It’^V^ . 

good news for the region. 
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RAJIV GANDHI GOLD CUP SOCCER 



rrcenuy-concluded 
w inaugural under-21 

Rdjiv Gandhi Gold Cup 
at Jamshedpur, whirh 
can rertalnljr be termed 
irtHni <is a moderate success 
In iootballli^ terms, has thrown up 
some uneasy questions at Its wake 
Can die AU India Football Federation 
(AIFF). bankrupt in more senses than 
one, find out a way to sustain such a 
new and expensive concept? Fot It is 
hardly feasible that they can find 
surh a willing laker as the Talas eveiy 
alteni ate year 

The way the federaliun worked m 
Its inaugural year was an indicator of 
the shape of thlngis to come. They had 
entrusted the In&an Football 
Association (IFA) for hosting the foie 
The latter, citing that their schedule 
was alreacfytcx) cramped with the 
FederaUon Cup and the under-21 
Nationals (the dates of vdilch are yet 
t o be fi xed), lobbed the baU back to the 
AIFFs court and it was at the last 


iTKiment that Tatas came to the 
rescue 

As the tournament wore on. 
though one was touched by the 
youths' promised keenness on the 
field. It was quite apparent that the 
gate receipts were not realty upto 
expectations So the organisers then 
dedded to let the Icxal schcxilbc^ 
and giris enter the standvat a 
subsidised rate to g|tve them a 
Icmk Thouf^ no ofllcial confirmation 
wasforthcconing. the loss was 
estimated at several lakhs and hence 
the question of the tournament’s 


. •''; '!v; '.'1 ■ -1'' * Vi'-: ‘ 


sustenance is now of prime 
Importance 

The Nehru Gold Cup which was 
startedm 1982. is still alive and 
kicking Thus, I don't see any 
problem with this tournament's 
future also.' saidMrPiiyaNanjan 
Oas Munshl. the AIFF president. 

To get (sn with the tournament 
proper, the Indian performance told 
an all-too-familiar sUny. A stoiy of 
flattering to deceive CoaefoJahar 
Das'boys started with a flourish in 
their first match against Iran which 
ended goalless. In their second 
engagement against the eventual 
champlcms Roma(^. they came up 
with a sdntng dis^y crf'ciiEfentive 
football b^are going down fay an 
injury time goal. 

As Is wont in a round roUn league 
fosmat. the power equation amoi^ 
the five oontestants-RcananiB, South 
Korea. lEgypt, Iranand the hosts had 
erxieiged cteoty after the first half of 









Romanian strikar lonal acoraa 
agalnat Kpraa 

the toumamoit. India, realising that 
thev were out of arqr real contentlcsi 
<br the finalists' berths, had little 
option but to pday an qpen game and 
the penalty by loE^ 0-3 to 
Egypt In their next match. The team 
mc^e sunk to a low and they 
ultlmatety finished 
wooden-spooners. A feat, which their 
senior counterparts had been 
achieving with great consistency in 
the Nehru Gold Cup. 

Though the tournament tmce 
again F^xised the vast discrepancy 
in stand^s between the develop^ 
footballing countries like Romania or 
South Korea (the runners-up here), it 
must be said that the hosts had let go 
the opportunity of finishing much 
more honourably by failing to win the 
first match itself. There was little 
dlflerence in the standards of the 
bottom three—Egypt Iran and India 
and full points in their opener against 
Iran would certainly have kept alive 
their hopes a little longer. 

While the concept of the under-21 
format was hailed here by the experts 


and the coaches of the foreign teams 
alike, the AIFFsuprano's hopeof 
building up the nucleus of a team for 
the next Pre-Olynqrics firan here is 
unfounded. WhOe the four foreign 
teams had mostty experimented with 
players with an aver^ age of 18-19 
years. India chose to fall tock on 
players who are "borderilne cases" 
and would be past the Olympic age 
limit of 23 years in another four years' 
time. The stars of this Indian team 
like captain Alok Das, Goutam 
Ghosh. Shibu Thapa—Ity their own 
admission—fall within tUs categoiy. 

However, loftier ambitions apart, 
one feels that this set would be 
certainly able to produce a sizeable 
bunch for their senkx* teams in future 
and that was the only positive thing 
about the Indian performance. One of 
the most consistent performers was 
the shy. quiet Hemanta Dora under 
the bar. Barring the occasional lapse 
he suffered In the Egypt match, Dora 
was a picture of confidence 
throu^outr—ahwtys inteireptlng the 
crosses correctly and bringing off 
those acrobatic saves. 

Stopper Alok Das. who comes ftom 
the North 24-Paiganas town of 


The lubilant Romanian taam with tha Rajiv Gandhi Gold Cup 



Dasbiiat and aTFAfxxitcge since ifif 
inception, had enou^ international 
experience under his belt was 
another source of strength. He. 
however, faltoed in the latter stages 
due loan old shin injuiy and was 
rested in the last inconsequential 
match against South Korra. 

The revelation in the Indian 
defence was. of course, the puity 
Sublr Ghosh—another 
Calcutta-bred product who had , 
assisted Geor|^Telegra]fo last year. 
Midfielder Aqeel Ansari. alresKty a 
seasoned campialgner at 20. was 
ccmsistenf throu^out with his frail 
structure capable of taking an 
enormous workload. The two-man 
forwardline of Goutam Ghosh and 
TauseefJamal, erstwhile TFA 
collegues. dkl not look thrustful 
enou^ before the powerful, 
man-marking dtfonce lines. Ghosh, 
who was fortunate enough to train 
with the Dutch giants 
Eindhoven last year for two weeks 
duringTFA's European sabbatical, 
had little to show apart fiom a 
spectacular f$)al against the Koreans. 

Ever since they played their fkst 
match again.st Eg(^, Romania 
looked the best bet fw the title and 
they did not disappc^t The 
violence-marred final a^nst the 
•foreans did leave a bitter taste in the 
mouth, but it was a f^out of the 
typrical 'professionalism" indulged in 
by the European teams today. While 
both the teams were (da 3 dng the 
tactical "waiting game" with more 
emphasis on defence, the East 
Europeans added their own variety to 
it with surreptitious kickingsand 
play-acting. 

The Koreans fell into this well-laid 
trap by retaliating and earning series 
ofbookings They even^ve vent to 
their imstratlons fay InwcUng a 
serious injury on Romanimi Cane 
kmel, (top-scorer in the tournament 
with five goals Induding two in the 
final), who had to leave the ground 
with a bloodied mouth. Things 
reached a flashpoint with about 10 
minutes from fUU time when afier a 
free-fcMT-all. two players fnmi each 
side were given marching orders. 
Thus, it was an ungainly climax to a 
relatively placid and weD-conducted 
tournament. • . 
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T here you arc. 
sweating aw.iy 
training haiH 
squeezing out 
the last rep on the bent h 
press This Is one 
exerelse that you .iie 
good at. but It f ertalnly is 
not your favourite Hut 
then you devote extra 
time and energy to it 
bet ause you hapijen to 
ht'goodatil I'lne but 
there s a slight problem 
that i oiild dev elop into 
serious injury Hey 
what ai e you t.ilking 
alxHit did we hear 
somionesav'' 

Wliat happens rs this 
All of us who are into 
Illness have one 
pai titular set oi 

Don’t bend 
yourself 
out of shape 

exert ises th.it we kt ep on iinb.ilance And this interrupted by injury. prominent posterior 

doing Maylje this IS fcxusslng on one muscle But there's a catch accompanied by an 

bet ause thei e ai e group to the ext lu&ion of regarding posture and exaggerated curve to the 

spceifltbtKlypailsihat the opposing muscles weight training and its lower back. Or the most 
have to Ijc developed t an wreak havoc on your this; weight training and common one of them all. 
(this again vanes from ptisiure leavlngyou exercise can help conect stooped .rounded 

person to person) anti vr v ulnerable to joint posture problems but shoulders that is very 

excessive strain and problems and pain in the training incorrectly can often related to guys who 

stress IS placed on thest b.u k. espet tally the ruin your posture. are hewvlfy into the 

parts These parts in lower bat k And you can see this bench pressing scene, 

bourse oflimedt) develop Though one may not problem reflected in the Each ofUiese sights are 
all right That is where alwaysrealiseit, posture physique of most people caused!^ muscle 
the problem starts is very essential to body who are into the fltness Imbalance. 

When one set ol muscles builders and fltness trip The torso leaning What then is good 

are be|B||feirenglhened enthusiasts Without forward, as If being posture? It's one that 

the MjPhascles suffer jjood posture, training pulled by some invisible puts the least amount of 
fronBi^ratn and stress can be slowed or force, or a very Strain cm the lig^ents 






and Joints of the spine, 
pelvis and legs. It is a 
reflection of the balance 
between curves of the 
spine, the degree of 
tension of ligaments and 
muscles, and the 
strength of the muscles 
of the lower back. Good 
posture means having 
your muscles and joints 
hmction in the most 
efllcient way, at the same 
time minimising chronic 
stress, and keeping the 
back free of injuiy. 

By contrast a bad 
posture, a stooped one 
ibr instance, puts 
uneven pressure on the 
discs between the 
vertebrae and forces the 
back muscles to work 
overtime holdingyou ui>. 
Muscles can go into 
spasms and disc 
pressure can Irritate 
nerves. And back pain is 
the net result. 

Time and time again in 
the Fitness Column of 
this magazine we have 
stressed on abdominal 
exercises. The 
abdominal muscles play 
a major role in holding 
you upright and when 
these muscles are not in 
the best of form or if 
you’ve got a potbelly then 
you are in for bad times. 
Having the extra weight 
of your tummy hanging 
onto the front of the body 
means that the person 
has to focus all his 
energies to lean back, to 
keep him from falling 
forward, and In the 
process puls all his 
weight on the spine. 

But unfortunately this 
condition is not 


.Yestrftisdtopolbellles. 

' Unfott^tnately U can also 
happen to fitness 
enthusiasts with 
over-worked lower back 
muscles and weak 
abdominals. 

Muscle imbalances 
and chronic muscle 
tension are not t he only 
causes of bad posture. 
Other day-to-day factors 
cannot be overlooked. 

1 ligh heeled shoes are a 
common cause of bad 
po.sture. This happens 
because wearing high 
heels forces the pehds to 
rotate forward (and at 
the same time forces the 
posterior oul). placing 
unnatural stress on the 
lumlxir spine. Heels 
should not be over an 
inch to prevent this 
problem. Wallet in the 
hip pocket is another 
reason. This has the 
cflbct of rolat ing the 
pelvis to one side when 
you are sitting. 

In today's world, 
prolonged sitting is 
another reason for 
Incorrect posture. Even 
withotit a wallet in your 
hip pocket, prolonged 
sit t Ing can be a strain on 
your back. Because of 
the effect of 
nonallgnmcnt. sitting 
puts a force on the 
lumbar spine that is 
almost 50% greater than 
the one exerted when 
you are standing. If you 
have a Job that requires 
your sitting at the table 
for long hours on end 
then, get up from your 
scat at least two times in 
an hour and walk 
around. And when you 
are at work do not sit 
hunched forward. TTiis 
again places undue 
pressure on the lower 
back. 

At this juncture it is 
only proper to 
concentrate on how one 
can avoid muscle 
imbalances and the i 



Correct your posture if 
you’re to stand tall in 
the walk of life 

liicorreci posture that 
comes with it. Well It's 
actually very simple. All 
you've got to do is closely 
monitor your training. 
Don't make the common 
mistake of focussing 
only on the exercises 
that you are best at, or 
the glamour exercises. 
But if you are developing 
the anterior deltoids to 
the exclusion of the 
medial and posterior 
deltoids, you’re setting 
yourself up for trouble. 
Here is the rule of the 


thumb for avoiding 
muscle imbalances; For 
every pushing exercise 
counter it by a pulling 
exercise to counter the 
opposite muscles. For 
every set of bench 
presses, do a set of rows. 

Through balanced 
training, appropriate 
stretching and carrying 
yourself correcily. you 
can correct your 
Improper posture, starve 
off injuries and 
maximise the efBcaiy of 
your training. 

Pa 3 ring attention to 
posture can be a very big 
step to standing tall in 
the walk of life. • 
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When I retire, I’ll never be 
a burden to my son. 

LK’S TEEVAN DHARA 
is my guarantee for a lifelong pension. 


Lie's iman Dhara peasuHi sdieme 
mwns muth-iicedeil seiurity in old age 
Long hefoa'voii recirc.Jee\-an Dhan 
starts huikling (or you a monthly income 
for life Here's how it «x)rks; 

If yixi are 35 and pay a monthly 
premium of Rs 500 till vou are 59, you 
will get a minimum of 5,595-'- mon^Iy 
pension throughout your life from tlie 
age of 60. 


Take a look at jeevan Ohara’s benefits: 

• 12 post-dated cheques (one for each 
month) at the begiiining of each year. 

• Ptemiumsp8iduptoSs.40,OOOayear, 
are 100% deductible hum taxable 
income under Section 80CCA of the 
Income Tax Act 

• Principal wm payable to 1^ heirs. 

• Aflnal(Addl)bonusofRs.4/-perycar 


perRs. lOOOAofthe GIVE amount for 
policies that vested on or befiare 
31.3.89 and which result into claim 
by death during the period 1.4.91 to 
31.12.92. Fdr policies that vest 
between I.4.9I and 31.12.92, the 
bonus will belts. 3/'per Rs. 1000/-. 

f»afmhmchmimiiiialk€oiuaayour-mmmi 
UC<iffic*.ai[lflJCiiginivrDti*kipminiqffiar VeiMIx 
ghdiolitlfjnu 
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<!!!U Gfe Jnsufonce (Torporafton of Jndio I 
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2. Perform a hop[)ing |iinrp to the aght. laruimg m 
the same stance, anrl dt'livci a left hi;i-|odan-aie. 
After tills.go lolo mokso 







NEW DELHI 


Rath Marathon 

A DAY before the Ekta Yatra 
entered the capital, a Rath 
yatra without political overtones 
took place here. 900 runners 
participated in the 10th edition of 
the annual Rath Indian Open 
marathon organised 1^ t he 
Shriram Foods and Fertilisers 
Industries. As in the jiast. t he 1992 
Rath Marathon was dedicated to a 
national cause, the earthquake 
viettms of tlie Uttarkashi region. 
Previously the Itath marathons 
have focu.sed on ecology, hannony. 
national integration, health and 
fitness and other such laudable 
themes. The themes are chosen in 
keeping with national aspirations 


of the particular year. 

The greatest contribution of the 
Rath marathon has been to 
popularise road running amongst 
Indian women. In 1983, a 
diminutive, bare-footed college ^rl 
from Delhi. Asha Aggarwal 
displayed remarkable grit in 
winning the Rath marathon. 

Inspired by the publicity and 
support that she got, Asha became 
India's foremost woman marathon 
runner and set a trend In the 
country. Other eminent women 
runners to emerge after their 
baptism In the Rath marathon are 
Suman Rawat and Sunita Godara 
nee Anand. The intensity and 
sharp rivalry of this trio nearly 
matches that of Seles, Grafand 
Sabatinl in international tennts. 

Suman achieved a hat-trick of 


Sandhur Singh was tha men's winner in the Rath Marathon 
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wins, 1987—1989. Asha has also 
won it thrice, 1983,198Sand 
1991. Sunita won the event in 
1984 and again this year. Asha 
holds the meet record for this 
event, a creditable 2:40:26. The 
women's race hogs the limelight 
annually in the I^th Marathon due 
to the pioneering efforts and rivalry 
of Asha. Suman and Sunita 
Godara. ' 

For Asha the Rath Marathon will 
always have fond memories, for it 
launched her athletics career. Two 
years after her initial success she 
became the first Indian woman to 
win a marathon gold at an Aslan 
meet, the 1985 ATF at Jakarta. The 
1992 Rath Marathon was a disaster 
for Asha as stomach cramps 
compelled her to drop out midway 
through the event. She was then 
trailing her arcji rival Sunita 
Godara, by about two and a half 
minutes. 

The lanhy Sunita a scientific 
runner who plans her diet, 
competitions and schedules 
meticulously, seta scorching pace. 
TUI the turning point, she matched 
the sturdy male runners, stride for 
stride. Her winning time was 
2:49:11. the fourth best ever in this 
event. Her splendid and 
convincing win silenced many of 
her detractors in the AAFI. Many 
doubting Jonahs felt that the 
shrewd Sunita Godara picked her 
marathons to notch up easy wins. 
Now her aggressive front running 
sUenced many of her critics. iLwas 
her first major win in India, earlier 
she had won marathons 
conducted in Malaysia and 
Thailand. Teenager Rlngzen 
Angmo, a product of the SAI's high 
altitude training centre at Shilaru 
came a creditable second in the 
.women's race with a timing of 
2:59.28. 

There was a new winner in the 
men’s race this year. 34-year-old 
Sandhur Singh of the Services won 
his first major marathon in a 
creditable time of2:23.42. 

Sandhur who haarbeen training at 
Pune In the Services camp ran a 
well-judged race and took over the 
lead In the latter stages only. He 
said, "with better competition J 
would have run faster." The meet 
record wisest in 1982byH.K. 
Seetharama with a timing of. 



2:18.52. Second in the race was 
Ramesh Singh of Pune Armed 
Forces Sports College. He did the 
bulk of the early running but was 
overtaken in the last 10 kms. 
NovyKapadUi 


CALCUHA 


Junior State 
Badminton 


S OUTH CALCUTTA district's 
emergence as the sole producer 
of Juniors in the State was the 
highlight of the State junior 
badminton championships which 
were held for the first time at Milan 
Sangha in Lake Gardens. South 
Calcutta made a virtual sweep of 
the singles titles as its shuttlers 
wrapped up five of the six titles at 
stake. Only Debasree Dey of 
Central Csdcutla prevented South 
Calcutta’s domination. 

But if the South Calcutta district 
players took the cake in the State 
meet, the School of Badminton, 
only one of its kind in the State, 
deserves a lot of praise. The private 
school, which has centres all over 
Bengal, has already carved a niche 
for itself in badminton circles in the 
State. And the fact that all the five 
South Calcutta players to win 
laurels at Milan Sangha are or were 
School of Badminton products, 
speaks eloquently about the 
school’s success. 

Although the State meet passed 
oflF rather smoothly, the organisers 
can be faulted for a major blunder 
which saw the early exit of quite a 
few good players in various age 
groups. Till the third round of all 
the age groups, the organisers 
flouting tournament rules, held 
games of 21 points each, bronlcally, 
despite a number ofWest Bengal 
Badminton Association senior 
officials, including its secretary, 
being Involved in the meet closdy, 
little was taken to rectify the 
uiqjrecedented elimination 
procedure. 

Another major blunder was * 
detected in the junior girls’ draw. 
TWO pkqrers of &e same district 
were pitted to meet in the first 
round and adien ^e error was 







The Junior boys’ doubles winners: Himangshu 


pointed out to chief referee Manoj 
Guha, he messed it up more by 
putting one of the players, an 
unsceded enlry from Hooghly 
district, in place of the top seed's 
place, who had pulled out due to 
health reasons. 

Despite the controversies, the 
tournament saw some promising 
players in Amp Baidya and 
Arlndam Oas^pta in the 
mini-boys section, Isha 
Bhattaehaiya in the junior girls 
category, Sandlpan Dasgupta and 
Debanjan Majumdar in the 
sub-junior boys and Arindam 
Mukherjee in the junior boys 
sections. 

Arlndam Mukherjee had the 
quickest final win in the 
tournament. A School of 
Badminton trainee. Arindam, 
nicknamed ‘Atom’ blasted l&unrat 
Das 15-5.15-3 in an one-sided 
flrral. 

I.efl-hander Isha made the most 
of top-seed Amrita Banerjee’s 
absence in the championship. She 
landed a fine double by winning the 
sub-junior girls crown defeatl^ 
SujayaMul^eijee9-12,11-2.11-5 
and Che junior girls title beating 
Indranl Chattetjee of Burdwan 
11-7,11-6. Isha, who now trains 
under seven-times senior State 
champion Indrajit Mukherjee, has 
all Che makings of a fine player. 


Perhaps, the best final of the 
tournament was the mini-boys 
event. This saw Amp Baidya and 
Arindam Dasgupta fighting it out 
till the last point of the match that 
went till the third and deciding 
game. Baidya the top seed lost the 
first game 14-18, but clinched the 
second 18-15. Arlndam made a 
flying start in the deciding game 
and even took a 9-3 lead. But, 
Balcfya, showing enormous 
comptosure bounced back and won 
the game and the final 15-12. 

The State meet’s other individual 
winners included Debasree Dey of 
Central Calcutta. 11-6.11-3 
winner over Ashrafl Asidhar in the 
mini-girls section and Debanjan 
Majumdar, a 12-15,18-13,15-0 
victor over Sandlpan Dasgupta 
(who pulled out nlidway through 
the deciding game due to cramps) 
in the sub-junior boys sectitm. 

In the doubles section, the 
sub-junior Ixys crown was won by 
Salkat Mukherjee and Debmp 
Mukherjee; the junior boys tide 
went to West Dinajpur’s 
Himangshu Goswaml and 
Dehanjan Roy Chowdhury and the 
mlnl-boys crovm was annexed 
the Central Calcutta tram of 
Arindam Dasgupta and Rudravo 
Shome. 
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Wake up, 
Azhar 


O N this tout ofAustidlla 
A/har sprifoiinarw i has 
been simply sho* klnii It 
was s.id to sec an 

experleni cd pliiyci like him wilting 
under piessure One fi (Is that if he 
has any self rcspei t and To\ e for 
hisiountiy then he should step 
down Iroiii the < aptaliu y and 
concentrate more on his personiil 
jier formanccs As a c.tptain he was 
a dismal lailui e Kven in terms of 
strategy he onm.myoccasions 
let the opponents take away the 
honouis 

it Is high lime he voluntarily 
stepped down fi oni c aptainc’v In 
c ase he does not do so then it's 
time lor the Uo<ird to sc i iitinise 
matters and c ome up with a 
solution 
N CUHA 
Ca/ciilta 


How much longer Azhar? 1 Bravo Tendulkar 


A FFER a 1 1 emendous season 
with Derbyshire last season, 
one hoped that A/har would do 
wonders for India with his batting 
But his pel lonnance in Australia 
has be en VC ry dismal He has 
i ertalnly not clone anyjustice to his 
I eputation as a batsman oi as a 
captain E\ en alter a major p<irt of 
the tour IS over A/har is still 
struggling to find his form and 
come to teinis with the fast and 
bouncy Australian wic kets 
If A/har docs not find his fonn in 
the near lulure then the Indian 
selectors will ha\( to find a 
replacement lor the Indian captain 
in the forthcoming World C up You 
haye It In you A/har' It s time to 
show the world that you are one of 
the classic batsmen of our times 
JOYDBEPGHOSH 
Howrah 


S ACHIN TENDULKAR is one 
person who certainly 
impressed on the lour Down 
Under When the rest ol the team 
just did not perlorm to 
expectations, there was this 
youngster who. at times oi 
pressuie. took the load on his 
shoulders and on many cx:casions 
put India into a comfortable 
position His strokeplay and 
running between wic kets was 
stupendous 
That he impressed the 
Australians came as no surprise to 
anyone 

Here s hoping that this talented 
youngster continues to enthrall his 
fans all over the world and put up 
more inspired performances 
Indian ci Icket could certainly do 
with more players like him 
flS VISWANATH. 

Bangalore 


’Tis certainly not cricket 


S UNIL GAVASKAR through the 
years and made himself many 
well wishers and was like an 
idol to millions But during this 
tour to Australia certain 
utterences made by him^vere 
certainly not in the best interests of 
the game and worse still did not 
befit a man of his stature 

The statement that he made 
against ihe Austialian umpiies 
India is not playing against 11 
but against 13 was not in good 
humour Thei e is enough tension 
in the woi Id of t rlcket and this 
statement did nothing but 
aggravate the situation 

Certainly not something 
expected from the great 
Gavaskai It is high time he 
understood that even thc'greats’ 
have to be sportsmen m the true 
sense of the word 
RAVISHARMA 
liomhav 


Good reading 


T he Olympic Ideal in the issue 
dated 1 7 Jan made good 
leading 11 is very true that the 
Olympic Ideal is certainly missing 
in todays sporting world It has 
now been replac eel by megabut ks 
and the desii e to win at all costs 
fair or unfair 

There is certainly no pomt In 
blaming the c hanging times 11 is 
not just the times that are 
changing but the attitude of the 
people Wmmng at all costs IS the 
motto of people in all spheres of life 
Earlier on. participation was more 
Important than winning, but those 
days are now hlstoiy Now it’s the 
mon^ that makes the world, 
including the wodd of sport, go 
round One wonders if things will 
ever change; or is it too late? 
ARTAMISHRA. 

Cuttack 


Tli« cxwer i^togrtqph itf Dev inil^ by Xiuna) 

the poster photograph of Monica Sdes laby HlncDey. 


Azhar got a centutytn the Adelaide 
Teat Now does that make a 
difference?—Ed 













THE FALDO FORMULA 


FROM TEE TO GREEN 


Ball Above Feet 



BeCMAECOLF COURSES 
ARE NOrCENERAUr 
C0Hi>iLCTeL.rnArY0ucAN 
OFTEN BE FACED WITH A 
SHOT WHERE THE BALL n 
ABOW TOUR FEET.... 


...Try TO STAN DAS 
COMFORTACLYAS 
POSSIBl£ TO rUESLOPe. 
CHOKE DOWN ON THE 
CLUO AND SET your 
WEIGHT TOWARDS 
YOUR TOES. 




Wru^TpiPE^Y IS TO DRAW THE BALL 
SO AIM SUGHT«Y RIGHT OF YOUR TARGET. 


A 

i ' 


Ball Below Feet 





WHeMroutMfORCEoropuM . 
A SHOT MTH THE BAU BELOW YOUR. 
FEET, BEND MME ATTHE KNEES ' 
AND WMSrTOT«PROOUCr YOU* 
NORMAL ADDRESS KSlTTON... 


... NUkE sure YOUR FEET ARB 
•SET" FIRMLY ON THE CROUND 
TO PRCSCRVE TOUR BAIANe& 
BECAUSE THE BAU Wlllt&O TO 
FADE. SIMPLY AIM A UTTLE LEPF 
OF TOUR TAROeT. 


F 





LEVEL 

GROUND 

STANCE 


- -- 


The Half Wedge 


Adopt a suchtly open stance with 
THE BALLS UTTLE FURTHER BACK 

than normal. 


. . . CHOKE DOWN ON THE 
GRIP ABOUT HALF A INCH.. 


The tricky half 

WEDGE, THE BOGEY 
OFNArfYPUYERS 
CAN HOLD LESS 
FEAR IP YOU 

pmWTOUTINE 


















QUIZ 


QUESTIONS 

1 Which of the current Australian 
cricketers is nicknamed Daniel 

2 Which cricket captain of England 
was born on All Fools Day’ 

3 Which current Australian cricketer 
has Clarence as his middle 
name’ 

4 Who was the first bowler to 
achieve a hat trick in a 
limited overs International’ 

5 Who IS the first Australian to score 
a century in each innings of two 
successive first class matches’ 

6 When for the first time was Boon 
promoted to open the innings’ 

7 What is common to Allan Border 
and Geoff Marsh’ 

8 What was the dressing room 
nickname of Mike Gatting’ 

9 Which member of a visiting cricket 
team IS alleged during a Test 
match in Calcutta to have 
appeared from sickbed and 
invitod team mates to a round of 
golf’ 

10 Who scored 91 first class 
centunes between his 40th and 
50th birthday’ 

11 Which Australian bowler made a 
remarkable Test debut taking eight 
wickets in each innings’ 

12 Against whom and where did the 
bowler referred to in the above 
question make his Test debut’ 

13 On which ground was the first Test 
of the Bodyline senes played’ 

14 Who was the first bowler to capture 
100 wickets in England Australia 
Tests’ 

15 Who IS the only man to have 
captained England in both football 
and cricket’ 

16 Against which country did Kapil 

Dev celebrate his first Test victory 

as captain’ 

ANSWERS 

1 David Boon 

2 David Gower 

3 David (Clarence) Boon 

4 Jalaluddin (Pakistan) V Australia 
at Hyderabad in 1982 83 

5 David Hookes (185 105v 
Queensland and 135 1S6v New 
South Wales), both in Adelaide in 
February 1977 

6 Against India in Adelaide 1985-86 

7 The middle name—‘Robert 


QUIZ/CNESS/BRIDGE 


8 Bulldog 

9 Geoff Boycott 

10 Jack Hobbs 

11 RAL Massie 

12 Against England at Lords 

13 Sydney Cricket Ground 

14 Johnny Briggs 

15 R E Foster 

16 England 


CHESS 

A MATOI Y KARPOV m.i> no 
lon>{t r be as tn rtlylnglv 
M t urate a player as he was but he 
still prcKlut es masterpler t s on » 
fan lvrpf>ulai basis Given a 
position with clear stiat()>lc mollis 
Kai pov knows t x.ictly whtit to do 
1 ik< win n plavinuwith an Isolani 
Whiti K.irpo\ Vs Blac k 
I unman OIIIM 91 
1 d4 dS 2 c4 dc4 3 e3 eS 4 Bc4 ed4 5 ed4 Nf6 
Nf3 Be7 04) 0-0 8 h3 Nbd7 9 Nc3 Nb610 Bb3 
c611 Rel NfdS 12 Ne4 BfS 12 NeS Nd714 
Qf3 NeS 1 ht quiet 14 Bgfi may have 
fit eii salt r Nowwhite has a strong 
inili.itneandITiswtak 
15 de5 Bg6 15 E3eb 16 Bd2 still 
leaves blac k feeling unconiloi table 
18 Bf4' Qa5 Simplifying by 
lb- Nf4 17QllBe4 IBRelwilI 
leave white with a total grip on the 
light squares 

17 Nd6 Bd618 ed6 Rfe87 Vt ry natural 
but thci e IS. a vt rj natural 
ufulation 19Re8Re820BdS'cd5(bie 
Diagram) 21 d7' Re7 1 he p<rsspd 
pawn (an t be stoppt d easily 
21 -Rd8 22 Qt 3 f6 23 Re 1 Qb5 24 
Qi 6 Bl? 25 Qe7 Is i rushing 22 flci 
23 Rc8 Rd8 24 b4i Qb6 25 Bc7 Rc8 26 Bb6 
ab6 27 Qd5 h6 28 Qb7 Rcl 9 29 Kh2 Rc2 30 
Qb6Ra231Qd4(1-0) 

Oevanfaliu Diitta 




S CJCCESSm bridge as in most 
othei games, comes largely 
from avoiding errors rather than 
li uin exec uting brilliancies the 
t ham es for whteh occur all too 
infrequently Therelor e. It is a pity 
th<it a brilliant play is sometimes 
tainted by an opponent s let hnical 
t rror renfay s hand from a Swiss 
1 1 .ims in Canada early last year is 
an exainpk 

NORTH 
*K094 
VK763 
♦ Q8$2 

4K 


WEST 
* 1072 
4 105 

4QJt097j2 


EAST 
«AJ5 
VQJ94 
♦ J1076 
483 


SOUTH 

1NT 

24 


SOUTH 
4863 
4 A82 
4 AK4 
4 A6S4 

T NORTH 

5 24 

5 3NT 


EAST 

Pass 
AIL Pass 


I Ins was the am tion at both 
tables One dot larer won the club 
queen k ad tame up to the 
diamond king and ltd a spade to 
the king losing to East s ace 
Soulhdufkedthecliibieturn won 
the next round of t lubs and led a 
spade to the n/ne keeping West oil 
lead and st oring his t ontrat t with 
thiee diamond tricks and two in 
t at h ol tilt othei suits 
At the other table alter an 
identical start Mike Passell of 
USA world champion In 1979 
followed to the first spade with the 
j€ickf On the second round of 
spades declarer expecting him to 
have started with the singleton 
)at k or jack ten doubleton went 
up with the queen and down m his 
contract A brilliant defence for not 
only did it create a losing option for 
dec larer but also paved the way for 
an entry to the West hand In case 
South misguesggd. as he duty did 
Losing option? Misguess? Well, 

It Is hard to see why declarer 
should have played the way he did 
for if West had the spade ace the 
contract was hopeless In any 
case—he would have gone up with 
the ace to cash his club winners 
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John Walker turned 40 
on January 12. That 
morning, begot up htan 
hiabedandmJkedtothe 
door. Outside, thesl^ 
was a translucent blue, 
piak bougainvillaea 
fmmeda brilliant canopy 
0 vertbe 6 ontpmvh.A 
tanked heap of naming 
shoes lay on the porch: 
periups the tatty sign 
thatdkeownert^the 
house was a world class 
runner. 

He bent andhexed his 
iDiees atywty. Injury had 
hit him mtce affdn and 
mom, he could tHtlahger 
takepartintbenuxlhat., 
was scheduled to beheld 
later that evmirtgcalled. 
The Night of MItag': 
Wrdker planned to be the 
hratrrmttolxeakflktr 
■rrdrameaforthemfieak 
theageaf40. Nomihe 
amtraptwaotobe 
.pushed toPdbruary, 
he would have 
ih^thvihedhomthe/- 
V'.-.A ■ 











TOHN WALKER one of 
J history’s finest miters. 

in Auckland on a 
lO'acre horse and 
animal farm, with his 
wife Helen and three 
children. He owns 
another 56 acres. 13 
miles away, where he 
grazes cattle He often 
has Helen driving him to 
the other pasture and 
leaves him there with 
nothing but his running 
gear So he is forced to 
run back home. 

‘I Just don’t have any 
idle Ume.’ he says, tor 
example, a recent 
morning went like this. 
We ran Uie horses at 
eight o’clock. The 
blacksmith arrived at 
half-past nine to shoe 
them for the sale next 
week. Then after that. I 
have to wash the horses. 
In the afternoon. I havo 
to go and shift the cattle 


and the horses have to be 
taken fora run once 
again ’ 

'The farm is not a large 
operation. But despite 
the pleasures got from 
runnlngit, it is actual, 
phjrslcal running that 
still gives him the most 
enjoyment. And even 
now. at age 40. it is ^e 
setting of records that 
brings the most thrill. At 
present. Walker has his 
eyes set on being ttie first 
man at the age of 40 to 
break four minutes in 
the mile. The world mUe 
record for men 40 and 
over belongs to Wilson 
Waigwa of Kenjra. who 
ran 4:05 39 in 1989, four 
months after he turned 
40. 

There’s a big 
difference between 4:05 
and 4:00.' says John 
Walker, ‘danm big 
dlfierence. We’re talking 


about 40 metres. Iget 
amused a^en 1 hear 
about people taking five 
years off and expecting to 
come back and break 
four minutes. There’s no 
way you can! Added to 
that, rm not as good as I 
used to be. fve changed. 
My stride teimth's 
probably half of what it 
was. I probably haven’t 
got the same desire. But 
I'm still bloody 
competitive on the track.' 

John Walker has 
indeed been a fierce 
competitCMT on the track. 

A list of his achievements 
conclusive^ proves this: 
1500m Ofympic gold 
medalist in T6. 'fte first 
man’to break 3:50 in the 
mile. The first man to run 
100 sub-four minutes 
races. And now. in his 
20th year in 
international athletics, 
he is running strong to 








ri‘' (CD^h 

cHteticr, says 
Sl[<:;vc: S(.ott, 
but once you 
bicak through 
It though, he's 
extremely 
kind 


set that new record tn the 
40-year range. As young 
mllCT. Joe F^on says, 

*He pioneers evetything.’ 

Not only Is he regarded 
as a sort ^pioneer, but 
' hlsperscmahasbeena 
focus of interest on the 
athletics circuit. Earlier. ; 
he wovild walk around. 

I wlthlong 

shoulder-length hair, 
and strings (H necMaces 
around his neck, casual, 
cool, sUmt, butradng 
S flerwly. Nowadays, a lot 
S oftlRbohfmianinhim 
I has gone, as he has 


nettled into a hnq^ 
doihestfe life.‘He has a 
tou|d> eateries:,’ sc^ US 
ndlar. Steve Scott, 35. 
who has been one (rf 
Walker's closest Ihends. 
and fiercest rivals fbr 
years. Imt onceyou 
break throu^ it thou^, 
he’s extreme^ kind.’ 

And enigmatic too. 
Because, unlike the 
normal life of discipline 
of most topclass 
athletes. Walker has 
been breaking the rules 
without paying for it. 
’He’s not the model you 
show to an aspiring 
runner.’ says Frank 
O’Meara, a young miler. 
’he doesn’t stretch, he 
doesn’t warm up, and 
he’s been caning too 
much weight for toolong. 
While most athletes 
watch themselves, if 
they’re going to be d(^ 
intervals, John will go 


‘ ’ ■ 

outandwoshohtiii 
turn. He doesn't do thir 
things a world class 
runner is supposed Co 
(to. Theonlly tbingyou’d 
want to «ni^te about 
John is his results.* 

And so, this mad 
carries on rurming. 
pushing 4Q, but now 
quite cteady thlnfcltQ of 
rettaingtn ayear or two. 
As Andy Norman, the 
powerftil BritiMimeet 
promoter, said, He 
doesn’t run for the 
money. He runs becalise 
he loves the spent.’ 

As John Walker slow^ 
fades away Into the 
twUl^t AHie. you canbe 
rest assured that he will 
be around, on some 
training track, imparting 
hia valuable tlpato 
youngsters, with a 
dream in their eyes and a 
song hi thdr haul. 
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KNIGHT WITH NO CHARG 
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Intou^ qiCNTting event 
1^ th^ 

i 4n^t9^ tbe ticket agent 
' iAmtha in advance to do 
^IkKddng. When the 
Himranies. he la thne at 
: the vimue, wonderful!^ 
piepansd: hran 
Lcti^'llkecaii. suntan 
kHlon,tinnlea(tiie 
Australian wt^ for beer 
In cans) and sandwiches 
he made from the* 

; previous night’s left 
overs; 

Andifyouthmkhe’s ' 
hie act together on * 
the food'front then you 
haven’t seen the 
pfcnic'varfety. Food 
basioks and ice buckets 
too big for a single person 
to cany, they mfoke their 
way to the venue hoping 
to pick up ticketa atlhe 

fite.lrnotthoywlU 
ipiklydrlvetoan 
outside town picnic spot 
and satisfy their cuUnaiy 
desires, returning in the 
evening to see the IV 
hlghli^ts of the event 
they had set out to see. 

Then there are the 
louts and theyoboa. 
whose sole intention 
during a visit to a 
aportlng arena is to 
kmock back the UnnlM, 
throw them In the air, 

, ahodt, cxeate some 
cfoiftiskHi and at thd end 


afthcdayprodaid^''] ; 
Thet waaa bioi^g^? • 
time malt”. ■ -' '; " 

Laatfy there ts tile’ ", 
social vprle^ bCapdrttng 
fan: their n^bUaistlve 


tiMwedmnd;vr.V' 

' These are tiw fo^'i' 
whbdonT Iplow'foH^ 
butyetait sMted In thb 
dKticeatseafoat 
atadhim. Like tim fotiier 
and aonslttingbeaicla. 
inek^tiKMafo reaeryod. 
fMTl^pieas^ thepl^ifysl 
giteits andtnvlteeaid'' ' 
CourtlVo. latFti^era ' 
I^ikplilfoltfon Lendl \ 
ltiayedhfotiilidnc|pnif 
n^t(foa|Binat<}dnsum ! 
ManmaZoecte/ 

Zoeckc^B big seiye was." 
troulriingLeiwandst .. 
one stage Lencfli who - 
nonnatiyspdaketq ’ 
hlofoelfttiBh^^^.tiieae < 
dayamutt^ed' ' 
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The big one's finally 
here. So unleash your 
best and show them all. 
You've got what it takes. 
Ibe winning spirit. 

Let The Celebrations 
Continue. 




/ omcm* SPONSORS of the indian cricket team 


at4L M \ 
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■Mthc «iici befe^ 

MclSffestnMiti'^ 

rrauMpt^ 

BK)re. ScMIeriiig^reed. 

The game wtti io the' 

seme again. BowQjig with i 


it, Mcdlemiottha^ AaharlQoWng 
like a muiber dev«ilMisinan.'mit 
the Indian aktpjiermanaged'to > 
fend off five ddh«riea.H^Azhai^ . 
pl^ed the last bati toe, ffnngaf' \ . 
ml^t have been fflffeient finr faid^ 
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iirldiia<tf«iivantage 
' b^by dfiiiYUMing the 
AMipetehfbrtlidr 

''' TlwttatheneW<:irB4M(H>sniiott 
'IviHi ta reaiilngthe 
,tdO he hM helped on hie mitid and 
bbdy for thepaittwoy<dai». 
MeDamotttodaylefltf&etanda ! 
IjioreevhtlelKiwltf thanatanyhine; 
tnhteeometfines tc«<m ed. 
caivervditchbqpmadthi^^rdom ' 
InEnglandandwaatoohotnotto . 
coq^down. , 3 

S^n yean ago he pilled 1» 
fintTbatimh^h^aam 
and It eeeti^ tm AuetraUa had 
found Its sucdesaorto|hhlnla^ ... 
UUce and GeofTLawam, But 
tldngB.changed^icl^i ' 
McDenm^ alw^ a bn^ veiy had 
biavler inluiiior pricket, hadadud 
aktpper Alhtn Bcdder dedc^^ 
an "aniichirir ri(k”< 11 k 
pttfbnn wdl at the very Uidieat 
level was too much and theyoufl^ ‘ 
man crumbled. On hlii own 
admission, heevenbegantoiobk 
hnr eiamseslnstead of reasons for 
his.waywanl fixm. 

Since dien. BfoDeraiotl has been 
through a somewhat torturous 


It t rr:; ir I f irr. 1 


his way for three yean but has 
remerged as a tranafonned 
boW!eF~-and man. 

It Uk now obvious thathoth in 
cricket and in life‘Bdly the Kid'has 
grownup. 'Indieendltis.an^tid 
game.” says AkiDermott.” It*a Chq 
mental sidte that gets you thnouw 
thedays when you are feeling ti w 
llat.IVellnaJWfoundabala]^ . 
.vrithinmyadf-tralhihg. pICQdng, 
.tpurtngcwerythlrig. 1 went throi^ 
periods whmlcouldn'ti^^, hut', ^ 



> *’ 0 m 





'SI 

I 


41 ; I nl** • 

■■'7T~y ^ 

1^-7» M >i «} <L*i k’a 

1 t \ 


''JbeDaimihfawlfegtfeain^'^^ 

o' ' ‘ * ‘ t"' ^ 

Fitness. Bocderagipfew. 

thekeyfeptcnvaparitfeomhilMu^ U ipenttiinewtthlhnhrH^^ 

to the turnabout jMiMraha%triaddoH<^^ 

caifeer.Auatrattuiteam-' 
physfothei^tlMiM^ f' 
thatMcDbrmat|:.feth^Ml^,l?.-'7^ v^digtltiniUllpdinn^ 

years, tfuotthe 
yotttalfe^fo 


hTT'^ rr* '' 


£^thetwoC^^ ,, • 

l^flil^ed the most tawardsthe,'^: 

ofMcOermotii^^' 



Australian team 
physiotherapist Errol 
Alcott says that 
McDermott is the fittest 
Australian cricketer in 
many years, if not the 
fittest ever 
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"Billy s 3t fi stOjf^G where 
he doesn't have to be at 
I his best to take 

-ickets. He’s exactly * 
what Australia 




needs a good, {genuine | 
strike bowler" Allan | 
Border g 
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SK>IITSWDMJ>t MayitHi top cliM cricket «w«n at 39 ^ 
l»c quite accaptabte toyou but many of your admifcn fairi 
youmc riot doing jMtke to youneff at a cricketer. 
bowling hat definiteiy gone dowtv and toffioitow if your 
batting also dccllnef, then you have to quit very 
cgagraecftilly. I ahvayt thought an intelligent penon like 
you would wake up to these realHiea before It It too late, 
■ut that does not teem to happen. Why arc you atilt 
catvyingonT 

IMRAN KHAN: Weil, the biggest mistake I ever made 
was to announce my retirement a year too early. You ' 
can never foresee how things can change In Just a 
year's time, as it did in my case. When I had takenthe 
decision to retire 1 didn't 


i. I J ’ ■ * \ ' 

i i:y ■ 

y / r. - 

, ,.rVrAs#.i t:-?' 




know there would be a 
rearranged series 
against West Indies. 

Australia was supposed 
to go there but they k 

cancelled and Pakistan 
took their place. Now. 
had I known this 
initially. I might pot have v' 

announced my 
retirement decision yiv 

because West Indies in p;. 

West Indies always 
means an exciting 
prospect. And the 
biggest lesson 1 have 
leamt was that what I 
think at this moment ;y, 

nu^ change totally in a 
year's time. Or even six 
months. 

And to give you an example of how things change 
drasttealiy and swiftly enough to make your plans go 
haywire. I will tell you the full story. 

After ^e Australian tour or' 89 - 90.1 decided that 
was it. Fortunately. I did not announce the decision. I' 
say 'fortunately' b^ause soon afterwards pressure 
mounted on me from the Board of Governors of my 
cancer hospital. They pointed out that I had to ke^ on 
playing Just to keep the trust flowing at a very vital 
stage of our fund-raising. It made a lot of sense to me 
that if 1 kept playing, it would be easier to raise money 
for the hospital. Since I didn't announce my decision 
to retire, it was easier to come back and keep playing. 
By playing for Paklstanr-of course, as long as 1 am not 
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makin)^ a fool of mysHf—I can project niy hospital 
scheme much more effectively, as you can 
understand 

Once the hospital starts functloninr{. once It Is on 
Its own feet, then of course, it won't be necessary to 
keep playtni;. 

But for a crkkctcr of your stature, even rctiramcnt Is not 
going to put you totally out of the Ibneliglit. Sunil 
Oavaskar retired four a^ a half years back, but nnthHied 
to be a craze, wherever he went.... 

No. that's not true 1 think, the moment you step out of 


the ItnEwlight the moment your nrunestopsappeartt^ 
In the Press...you know, people might remembwyou 
still, but it's not going to be quite the same thing. 

And also look at the opportunities I can utilise, if I 
continue to be part of the team. For Instance, we've got 
an England tour next. Now already there is so much 
Interest building up around the En^sh tour in 
England amongst the Baldstani community, and 
obviously it is not going to be very dUBcult to raise 
funds from them...ifl am In the team. « 

So, hew long wW tMs fbnd^ralsing pracatt go on? 






I don't know. TlMMedsQ« 

I don't {dan vny fiu* 
ahead, as I told you. I 
would Just see howlt 
goes. 1 would abowatch 
how I do In the Wotld 
Cup. As far as the 
hospital Is 

concerned, the construction woric has already 
begun; we have alreacty raised nearly four and a half 
million dollars, so far, I've teusically targeted the 
Pakistani community at home and abiirad. for the 



hospital is ^ng to be the only mie of Its kind. The fbrst 
comprehensive cancer hospital in our country. Of 
course, there has been slot of help fitan India too, 
from peoidelike Vmod Khanna. ParameShwar 
Codn^. niy friend. Theyhave been very good, voy 
kind. They have always Buppcnted us. Just as I have 
tried to be of help to the kidUm cancer society. I'Ve 
played two matches fm-them and was scheduled to 
play another in Ddhi. butltwascancdled. But. If 
asked. I'd come and play anytime for 
them. As for as I am concerned, eaiwer has got 
nothing to do with political boundaries. 

Atyourafs^lwwclayoM 
hssn wmsislf BMUhiatSil 
fpf iHwnmioiMi oiowi# 
sapadsliy after sudiatons 
iei^ last year? 

In fact. It is easier If you 
havea longiayofT. liad I 
been playing althrough 
lastyear I might have lost 
all mottvaUon to cany 
on. But now I'm feeling 
rrjuveiuited. Your 
hunger for the game 
comes back, you know. 
And second^, the 
motivation stems from 
the goal, the cause I'm 
working for. The 
hospital. Probabhr. if we 
mana^ to win the Woiid 
Cup It will be the biggest 
fund-raising ever 
achieved by anyone in 
sport. So. the cause Tm 
wmrklng fm* would be 
more than a sustaining 
source of motivation. 

■iitr do you think your 
dadston to atkk on has 
gons down wall with tlis 
avaragt crichct fan? 

WelMt'ea 

straightforward formula. 
Nothing succeeds like 
success. You know, if 
you're successful. Uie 
reaction is good. If you 
foil, there's a great deal of 
dlsaj^lntinent. So it's 
very dmple. Obviously, 
thm are those who are 
watting to see nqr 
downfall, people who 
have been waiUng for a 
long time, and a(^inst 
that kind of a backdrop. I 
think It's quite a bold 
decision on ny part to 
stick on with die game 









and fac e the chaHeni{e of proving m 3 rbelf useful 
My bowling quite cleaily is no longer as effective as 
it used to be once So. eveiythmg now basically 
depends on my batting But I’m confident about my 
capabilities 

You, know, slttlns in the Press bog, one cicariy gets tiw 
impression that you are not exactly the darling of tiic 
Pakistani media... 

Yeah, but it s nothing new And 1 knowwhy I know 
why these Journalists at c so much opposed to me 


them, they write against you. That’s howthey 
expect the players to succumb to them. And sadly, 
many players have fallen for this trick in the past. You 
know, they were always allowed inside the dressing 
room; th^ could dictate things to the players, th^ 
used to get away with almost anjdhing. Tmmendous 
clout and advantages, they used to enjoy. But ever 
since 1 became the captain, all this has stopped. Some 
of the Journalists took it very well. But the rest, the 
pet^-minded guys, people who thou^t they were 
all-powerful Just because th^r had a column in the 
papers, have all along been ti^ng to get back at me. 


Ckiitc ironically, however. It always teems that youVe 
more well withers toi the Indian media... 

(lauglib) Yes. but as 1 told 
you. I know the reasons 
why these Journalists In 
the Pakistani media are 
opposed to me To start 
with, there are some 
journalists in our 
country who are 
dovimnght blackmailers. 
If you’re not good to 


This is a kind of moral bankruptcy in Journalism. 
These people are like Jackals. Whenever you're doing 
well, they’re scared of you. So, they hide in bushes 
and keep away from you. But the day you’re down, 
they will attack you like a pack of Jackals. 


Do you tliMc you Va got a Mr dasi firom the bicHsn McdtoT 

Oh yes, the Indian media on the adiole operates on a 
much higher level. Bastcally because there is so much 
competition there. Why on^the Indian media, 1 have 
been treated very fidiiy by the En^h and the 
Australian ttiedla .41 
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V iv RICHARDS is 39 and 
has not been chosen for 
the West Indies World 
Cup squad. Graham 
Gooch is 38 and saysj'l haven’t got 
much petrol left In my tank to carry 
on for much longer." Yet ask Imran 
Khan. 39. about how long he 
Intends continuing in 
international cricket and he makes 



no committment. "I had retired 
once before and went back oh my 
word, so I’m not going to make the 


The aging—yet 
debonair—all-rounder 
is still in search of his 
World Cup dream 


ission? 
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four years, Imran's really keeping! 
bis options open 
And why not*^ He has come to 
practically rule Pakistan cncket in 
a manner no other captain from 
any other country has What Imran 
wants Imran does What Imran 
asks for Imran gets 
It IS a known fart that the 
Pakistan selection committee is an 
almost redundant body with Imran 
having his wav on most occasions 
Imran walks into a training centre 
IS impressed by a youngster asks 
him to come for net practice with 
the Pakistan squad, and next thing 
you know the bov s playing 
international cncket 

The funny thing says veteran 
Pakistan c ticket ioumalisl Qamar 
Ahmed is that he gels away with 
it notonly because of the kind oi 
respect he has gained for himself 
but mainly because all his 
experiments with young players 
seemed to have (licked 
Waslm Akram and Waqai 
Younis are only two of siu h 
^ examples 

■HmUfe Imran is the kind 
^^^^^ofguywhoian gotoa 
county manager and tell 
him that he has a talented boy 
who should be given a 
chance And they take him for his 
^word. says Ahmed 
r That s what he did for Waqar 
Younts Today In the English 
county circ uit Waqar s inswlnging 
yorker is the most dreaded ball 
Even before the World Cup gets 
underway, Younis and Akram have 
already let people know that the 
stuff they can send down is second 
to none In the practice games they 
have played havot. with Akram 
actually putting Simon 
O'Donnell's place in the Australian 
side In further Jeopardy, by giving 
him a torrid time In a warm-up 
match against Victoria 
What these two might do with the 
white ball, which anyway swings 
more than the red one. and is only 
used for 25 overs, is frightening 
many batsman already And Imran 
Khan is hell bent on getting his 
bowlers to bowl all-out In the 
practise games to build a 
psychological edge even before the 
more serious buslnessnf the Wotld 
Cup begins. 
















Where the Khen goec, his team follows 


Indeed. Imran has already 
begun his battle for the World Cup. 
Pakistan have highlighted how 
seriously they are taking this 
World Cup by arriving three weeks 
earlier than any other 
team—before their first ofiieial Cup 
clash. "We struggle on these 
wickets," says Imran, "we need 
that adjustment. We always find it 
dlfllcult batting In Australia 
because of the bounce." 

And now that Imran Intends to 
play mainly as a batsman, he is 
very keen that his batsmen learn 
the wickets before the World Cup 
starts. Of course. Imran is a man 
never short on words.’ And he 
always says what he thinks is 
right. He does that back in 
Pakistan and he does It even when 
he Is abroad. He has already kicked 
up a storm, vidien he sided with 
India to criticise the policy of 
having home umpires for the 
India-Australla series. 

Neutral umpires must be the 
nearest thing to Imran’s heart as 
the cancer institute back home is. 
But the Australian Cricket Board 
(ACB) refuses to accept the concept 
of neutral umpires because of the 
cost involved and the lack of 
incentive for local umpires. Instead 
the ACB supports International 


observers at Tests. 

On landing In Australia and 
hearing that the Indians had many 
complaints about the umpiring. 
Imran let loose “It's the biggest 
eyewash this idea of International 
observers It Is a complete joke Ills 
not going to prove anything as we 
have seen. It is people trying to stall 
what Is Inevitable: neutral 
umpires. Every year the ICC talks 
about the lack of discipline on the 
field. Why Is there indiscipline on 
the field? It is always because the 
touring team loses faith In the 
home umpiring.” Unlike his Indian 
counterpart, Imran is almost 
cllnlcaUy honest about what he 
feels about umpiring 

In fact. Imran doesn’t hold back 
no matter what the situation. 

When Javed Mlandad was dropped 
from the Pakistan team for the 
World Cup. Imran made sure that 
Miandad’s Inclusion be kept open 
right till the last 6ay given by the 
World Cup authorities for the 
naming of squads. 



Imran still .says that Javed has a 
‘good chance' of playing in the 
Woi Id Cup and team officials will 
wait until February 15 before 
finalising the squad. And If Javed Is 
fit and comes to Australia then two 
ol the present squad will be sent 
home 

Which other team captain could 
have managed to change selection 
policy? Or for that matter, which 
other captain would, on arriving on 
foreign soil, announce that he had 
in his team a player unheard of. but 
who happens to be "one of the best •' 
players of fast bowling anywhere." 
That’s how Imran desenb^ 
opening batsman 
Inzamam-ul-Haq. Incidentally, the 
21-year-old was spotted Imran 

at a coaching clinic and within six 
weeks was In the Pakistan squad 
for t he one-day series against the 
West Indies. /Jl.of course, courtesy 
Imran Khan. j 

No wonder Imran doesn’t want to I 
quit Pakistan cricket. "Apart from 
being the pillar of Pakistan cricket I 
think he Is veiy keen to play in 
South Africa also." says Qamar 
Ahmed. "He lyon’t retire now" 

"I’ll slowly fade away." responds 
the Khan. And with it will go a 
leading light of Pakistan, nay 
International cricket. 

AadyO'litoa, MsHminw 




FOCUS^ 
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Kapil Dev loins Sir Rlcliard Nadlee In the oxcluslve 
400-plus club* ANDY O'BRIEN reports on the 
tumu I tuous scones that took place in Perth after the 
groat Indian all-rounder acnlovod his landmark 




Amidst the many 
moments 

darkness-andonthis 
tottr» there were more 
than many—Kapil 
Dev’s 40<m wicket 
waslikealightfrom 
heaven. And in 


you tenon Bang 
longertoitbeo 
moments of Joy. 


HERE weren t many 
happy moments foi the 
Indian team tounng 
Australia Day two of the 
iitth Test at Perth was 
just another day It was 
almost completely ano 
thei bad day for India on 
the field Yet after play 
the mood in the Indian 
dressing mom suggested 
that the team had Just 
sc ored a great victory in 
the match Hut that was 
not the truth 
What was being c ele 
biatedwasnotlhe 
team s performance but 
one member s lifetime 
achievement Amidst the 
many moments of 
darkness—and on this 
tour, there weie moie 
than many- -Kapil Dev’s 
400Ui wicket was like a 
light from heaven And in 
moments of desperate 
despall you lend to 
hangonlongei to those 
passing moments of Joy 
For would there be happi¬ 
ness if there was no such 
thing as sadness? 

On a tour that has had 
Its fair share of downs it 
was but natural to che 
1 Isli these oc casional 
moments of 
achievement 
In one comer of 
the room, champagne 
bottle m hand sat the 
man who had provided 
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the reason for the tele 
bratlons Kapil was on a 
high but It wdsn t the 
bubbly liquid that was 
the catalyst for that 

It was a sense of 
at hievemcnt 

A sense of pride 

Wliat 1 leel most pro 
ud about IS that I am an 
Indian and 1 have done 
this despite the lac t that 
India IS not known to pi o 
due e last bowlet s lu 
said between gulps of 
champagne He was 
going at the bottle like a 
kid lor t and> I promis 
ed not to drink till I got 
mv400thwifket sol 
ha\ tn t had a drink lot 
nearlyainoiith he 
declared Tcxlav hi was 
ready to more than make 
up tor that absliiu nc c 
And he gave no bones 
about It 

He was moi e than 
pleased toac c ept an addi 
tion to his rolkc tion ot 
green bottles and wasted 
no time in uncorking the 
two bottles pi esented to 
him by the Indian press 
who wci c pr» sent to wit 


”WliatIf«eliiiost 
|iroiidaboitfistii8tl 
amtii Indian and I 
have dtme this, 
de$|dtethelactdiat 
Indiaisnotknowito 
produce fast 
bowl^.** Kapil Dev 


ness the historic 
moment 

Apart from the players 
and the press ihctewas 
on* Sunil Gacaskar pres 
enttoo For 48 hours he 
end Hie 1 C si ol ns m the 
I’less Box had waited lor 
Kapil to mo\ e from 390 to 
400 L\ cry time the ball 
left Kapil s hand we had 
expec led the moment to 
happen Butitdidnt 

1 01 a while It seemed 
that destiny had 
il that Kapil would have 
to wait until the tliird 
day s play (Ft bnuiry 4th) 
to become the second 
man a 11 er Sir Ric hard 
Hadlc e to join the 100 


Club Hadlee had 
achieved the feat on Feb 
4th 1990 Kapil aflei 
two days of desperate 
effort—sometimes exces 
sively desperate—had 
perhaps left it to destiny 
and tale 

That came in the form 
of Mark Taylor For two 
days since Kaptireinov 
ed Bolder it seemed the 
Australian batsmen 
were determined not to 
end up on the wrong side 
of history One press box 
Ixiokie opened up a 
sweepstakes where you 
had to guess who Kapil s 
400th wic ket would be 

And when Kapil wrapp 
ed T aylor on the pads in 
the first ovci aftertea on 
the afternoon of Febi ua 
ryvl it seemed as if ifwas 
justanothei fiustrated 
appeal Those few 
sec onds that umpire 
Tony Cralter took to lilt 
his finger to dec laic 
Taylor out must have 
stxnned like a lifetime 
But when he did you 
c otild almost hear a sigh 
of relief liomK<ipil 






KAPIL’S 

WICKETS 



ngteendathe 

Austr^senas 



Yes. I was a little con¬ 
scious Iwontsayl 
wasn t worried.' admitt¬ 
ed Kapil, and he hopes he 
can reach the 432 mark 
asscxinas possible," 
probably because he 
wouldntliketugo 
through the same expert 
ence again Kapil provi¬ 
des another reason 1 
want to gel to 432 before 
Allan Border or an> one 
else c an reac h Sunny s 
record Then we will have 
two Indians at the top of 
the records We have to 
have both of us as Num 
bei One 

Gavaskaragreed I 
think it is about time that 
we added the prefix His 
Magnific ent or His Majes 
ty bcfoi e Kapil s name 
he said but he admitted 
that behind all those 
sweet sounding state¬ 
ments, theie were tears 
oljoy When you recalled 
that there was a time 
when the two giants of 
I ndian c ncket were at log 
gerheads it was hard to 
believe as they both hug 
ged each other that inde 
I cd there weiesuch times 
ol enmity Tlteywere 
both coinplimenting 
each other and both were 
hoping that one day they 
would be sitting on top of 
Test cricket together 
My ret ord won t stand 
so long but if he brciiks 
Hadlee s ret ord, that will 
take some breaking 
That is a far tougher 
reexird to break than my 
10 000 runs and that he 
had done it in spite of 
playing so mui h in Indl 
an conditions, speaks 
even more of the achieve 
ment" added Gavaskar 
The messages of con 
gratulatlons kept pour 
fng in and it was so much; 
that Kapil couldn t 
I handle the inflow But 
I the first message to 
I arrive was from Hadlee 
I himself, Yourdeterml 
f nation to sirtve for ext ell- 













STATISTICS 


1 r 

Kapil Dev joins the exclusive 40Q‘*Wi€ketrcIub 

TISTRECOIU>AGAINSTtACHCQCI^^ 


vPak 

vWI 

vBng 

vAus 

vNZ 

vPak 
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26 
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4662 
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78 

2590 
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13 
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14.53 
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1787 

07 

792 

23 

34.21 

— 494 
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12 

1 

427 

38.81 

163 

1 

2 

3 

1816 

73 

860 

33 

26.06 

1 5.110 


115 167 13 4691 30.46 163 7 24 56 24683 915 11866 400 29.66 23 9.83 

58 79 9 2594 37.05 163 5 13 37 11461 434 5453 204 26.73 11 9.83 

57 88 4 2097 24.96 110 2 11 19 13422 481 6413 196 32.71 12 8.85 


AsCaptain 34 48 5 1364 31.72 163 3 8 26 6718 265 2926 111 26.36 4 9.83 

Note: Statiatics updated to the end of third day (Feb. 2.1992) of the final India>Aiui (Perth) Test of 1991-92 
Series. 
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SOthWktdn 16th Test) 

B.Yardley 

Kanpur 

1979-80 

100th Wkt (in 25thTe8t) 

TasUmArif 

Calcutta 

1979-80 

ISOthWktHn 34thTest) 

C J.Tavare 

Lord's 

1982 

200thWkt(in 50th Test) 

A.M.E. Roberts 

Port of Spain 

1982-83 

250thWkt(in 65thTest) 

A J. Lamb 

Bombay 

1984-85 

300th Wkt (in eSrdTest) 

Rumesh Ratnayake 

Cuttaw 

1986-87 

350th Wkt (in 100th Test) 

Javed Mlandad 

Kamdhl 

1989-90 

400th Wkt (in 115th Test) 

M.ATa^or 

Perth 

1991-92 


FICLDERS WHO HELPED MOST 


Sunil Gavaskar 18 Catches 

KrlshSrlkkanth 12 Catches 

Dilip Vengsarkar 11 Catches 

MohinderAmamath 8 Catches 

COMBINATION wrm 

WICKETKEEPERS' 


SDMMARy OF SOWUNG DISMISSAL 


SyedKlrmknl 

KJranMore 


52 Catches 
19Catche$. 


Bowled 

86 

Percentage 

21.50 

Cau^ 

214 

53.50 

Hita^ 

3 

0.75 

LBW 

97 

2425 


400 

100.00 


BATSMEN MOST DISMISSED 


Mudaasar Nazar 
* Allan Border , 
David Gower 
' Malcolm Marshall 
Oiahsm Gooch 
JntedMiandad 
aSedieer Abbas 
CkMtlon Greeiddge 


12Tliiies 

lOTlnAia 

lOThnea 

iBTlbes 

Ollidea 

STbnes 

STfaaes 
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ence has been rewar¬ 
ded." it s^d Go for432" 
But wouldn't Hadlee 
feel sad that his name 
would be removed iirom 
the record books? 

He s got some time 
and he II hang in there till 
he gets to be number 
One Hadlee told ABC 
Ridiofrom his 
Christchurch home even 
while Kapil had his 
hands raised in a victorv 
salute Records are 
meant to be broken he 
said But Hadlees part¬ 
ing shot was a poor one 
Kapil IS oliviously a very 


’'Iwaitttogetto432 
before AUm Border 


reach Sosny^ record. 
Then we will havetwo 




the records. We have 
toluvebothirfusas 
Number One''>Kapil 
Dev 


tired man he splayed 
more Tests and bowled 
more balls than I did 

But for the Indians it 
was no time for jealous 
ies or controversies 

It was a time to feel pro 
ud that you are from 
India' was how Gavaskar 
put it 

However many had 
doubted Kapil s ability to 
take the 24 wickets requi 
red on this tour which 
would give him 
his 400th wicket To be 
honest,” Kapil admitted 
after the feat. In my 
heart I had told myself 
that I would be happy 
with 20 wickets in this 
series Halfway through w 
hen I saw that I was bow- 
Ilngwell Iraisedthatto 
25" 

For It seems what Kapil 
Devsayshedoes When 








asked how he would c ele 
brate he said he would go 
to the casino and try his 
hand at blackjack 
Wasn't he stretching his 
luck too fai<» With Kapil 
Dev that never seems to 
happen In the midst of 
sifting autographs for 
employees of the casino 
Kapil picked up enough 
wlimlngs to have ano¬ 
ther champagne party 
But amidst all the 
champagne and par¬ 
tying, there was one 



Kapil Oav: always at 
the centra of adulation 


moment which summed 
up the feeling of the enti¬ 
re Indian contingent It 
was spontaneous, just 
as It was emotional 
While Kapil acknowledg¬ 
ed the applause of the 
c rowd and while Taylor 
walked up the pavilion 
stairs a figure in white 
flannels appeared It was 
not the next Australian 


batsman Instead It was 
Indian substitute Subro- 
loBaneiJee roommate 
and great Kapil admit er 
The occasion had 
obviously got the better 
of him He ran on onto 
the field and hugged his 
guru At that moment 
Subroto Baneijee repre 
scnted an entire nation 
Even the man who had 
scored 10 000 runs with 
the ^assy eyes behind 
his Nick Bollettleri sun 
glasses • 










M ohammad 

AZHARUOD- 
IN couldn't 
recaUthe 

last Umc an Indian 
cricket team was so 
humiliated as his team 
was this summer. 
Naturally. slnce.in the 
spring of 1962. 

Azhan iddin vrat still a 
few months short of 
making his own entiy 
into—what must now 
be—this cruel world. 

Not since the days of 
the ‘retreating backfoot.' 
when Indian batsmen 
played fast bowling while 
backing oil to square leg. 
has India lost a Test 
series 4-0 to any 
opposition. And li 
anybody still possessed 
some optimism regards 
the Indian cricket 
team—as manager 
Abbas All Balg seems 
to—and claims that the 
scoreline was not a true 
indication of the team's 
potential, then he is. 
talking crap. One is 
allowed to use such 
slang because t hat was 
precisely how the Indian 
captain described his 
team's performance after 

Whitnayhadall his 
anginas going fuihblast 
to damoiish India in tha j 
PsrthTsst 


the fifth and final Test at 
Perth. 

Py ending the tour Just 
as disastrously as they 
had begun It in the first 
innings of the first Test at 
Brlsb^e. India swept 
the little good thQr had 
done in between under 
the proverbial carpet. 

Manager Abbas All 
Baig claimed the score 
could have been 3-2 "and 
when you consider the 
limitations of our 
players, the umpiring 
decisions and the fact 
that the opposition was 
close to brilliant, that’s 
not too bad." he said. 

Skipper Azaharuddin. 
being more practical 
than diplomatic, was not 
too content with moral 
victories. "We've got to do 
better than that." he said 
while on the flight to 
Melbourne the day after 
the Perth Test. "It’s all 
abput going out there 
and winning in the 
middle That's what the 
Aussies did. And that's 
what we didn't. It’s as 
simple as that' 

Yes. in modem sport 
there are no moral 
victories: there is only 
winning...and losing. 
Period. 

And if Allan Border 
had insisted after the 


INDIA—AUSTRALIA SERIES 




CRAP!' 


Perth Test in clln^ng to 
his post-AdelaldaTest 
claim that the scoreline 
"was too flattering” then 
the would be lyhig 
through his stubt^ 
white teeth. No doubt the 
Australians were 
superiorly motivated 
side.who were—to use 
Border's favourite 
phrasi^—"hitting their 
straps" "It was like 




jiHinosttiit 

WtttelUflMitr 

mManiNfftiia 

ilr8s$iii0rooin^ 


almost playing a 
dlfierent game." admits 
Sanjay Manjrekar, 
perhaps the biggest 
disappointment of the 
tour. 

But more than that, 
the Indians, according to 
Ihelr skipper, had "lost 
the battle in their mind 
and in the dressing 
room." Manager Baig 
translated that into "an 
attitude problem" and 
"partly motivation.” 

"A whole lot of changes 
in attitude need to be 
made." he says referring 
probably to the couldn't- 
care-less-attltude of 
some of the players. This 
was most apparent on 
the last day of the series 
when the Indian batting, 
after getting the best 
launching pad th^ had 
got in the series (an 82 
run opening partnership 


between Sldhu and 
Stlkkanth). failed to take 
off and lay in a heap on 
the ground. 

How a batting side, 
fancied to be one of the 
strongest in the world. 
CEin —apart from falling 
in almost every 
innings-4bld up In less 
than 22 overs while 
attempting to save a Test 
match, is 

incomprehensible. 

With the World Cup 
squad already 
announced and with the 
Test scries IrretrlevaUy 
lost, the already deflated 
balloon of enthusiasm 
and motivation went pop. 

What reason was there 
to play well enouf^ to 
save the match? None at 
all it seemed. Those who 
had made the World Cup 
squad had another two 
months to prove their 
worth and those who 
hadn'tdldn’t have 
anything to play lor. 
"\^at alMut personal 
pride." asked Sunil 
Gavaskar, 'doesn't 
anyone play for personal 
pnde anymore?" 

No. Mr Gavaskar, it 
doesn't seem like it. At 
least, not in this present 
Indian team. That's if 
one may even call it a 
team, for in reality, it is a 
collection of eleven 
players, some who 
should never have been 
anywhere but at home in 
the first place; some who 
were so woefully out of 
form that you actually 
begin to question their 
presence in 

international cricket and 
one or two Individuals 
wdiose brilliance threw a 


That’s how the Indian skipper described his team’s performance on the 
last day of the Perth Test. And there aren't too many people who will 
disagree. ANDY O’BRIEN sums up the Indian performance in a series 
best forgotten soon 







Scorecard for the Fifth Test played at Perth 


AUSHMUA (firvi Imiliitft): 


M. Taylor c Srlkkanth b Kaptl 
Phillips c More b Prabhakar 
D. Boon Q Sfdhu b Prabhakar 
A. Border c Srlkkanth b Kapil 
D Jones c Srlkkanth bRaju 
T. Moody cVengsarkarb Prabhakar 
1 HealycMorebSrlnath 
M Hu^esc Srlkkanth bSrinath 
P. Reiffel c More b Prabhakar 
C McDetmoUc Srlkkanth b Prabhakar 
M Whitney not out 
Elxtras (b-l, lb-7. nlvlS) 

TOTAL ? 


raiorwIclMtR 1-10,2-21.3-138,4-145,5-232.6-259. 
7-290.8-303.9-339 

•oarllng: Kapil 40-12-103-2: Prabhakar 
32 5-5-9-101-5; J Srlnath 25-5-69-2; Tendulkar 
5-2'9-0: Raju 23-6-56-1. 


* - • 


IbwKapIl 
elteliQbSiriitath 
e Kaptt bjprallmakar 
not out 
not out 
oMoiebKk^ 
cM4rel>Ri;}u , 
cTenduBnrbSrkiath 


Extras 9}'4,ob-6) 

TOTAt 6 wickets decl.) 


PMlaf wMiiMtt 1417,2-31.3-113, 
4-286. S-29a6-3ia 

BowMai^KapU 28-8'48>2: Prabhakar 
32-4-116-1; Sitnath 29.3-4-121-2: 
RaJu 24*5-78-1 


garb cwei this group of 
men to disguise them as 
a team 

In la< t there seemed to 
lx; only one part of the 
team that perlormed. the 
bowling end Even Allan 
Boi der admitted alter 
(he series that they had 
grossly underestimated 
the Indian bowling Aitcr 
we had seen what 
happened in England in 
1990. we thought we 
would Just keep piling up 
the runs .md then put 
the pressure on with our 
lastbowlets Hut 
obviously we wei e not 
able to do that because 
their bowlers, especially 
Kapil, had us on a light 
leash In tact it was a 
series dominated by both 
sides'bowling Ouiswas 
expected, their s wasn t ’ 

Moreover the bowling 
went beyond the call of 
duty, by propping up the 
ever-falUng batting. 
Itiere was only one 
Ji^stance in the entire 
series (the one Inning in 
the Sydney Test) where 


the first hall of the 
batting outscored the 
latter half So much so 
that many had 
suggested that the 
Indians would have done 
weir to turn their bai ting 
order upside down 

Why Sachin 

Tendulkar, the mainstay 
of the batting lingered 
down at number six 
throughout the scries 
until the second Innings 
of the fourth Test Is 
inexplicable Rather 
than attempting to avoid 
a crisis by sending him 
higher up the order, the 
Indian management 
preferred to create a 
1 lists and then send the 
18-year-old In to solve it. 
Centunes in Sydn^ and 
Perth—the two most 
demanding, contrasting 
pitches in 
Australia—sealed 
Sai bin's early claims to 
be what Rod Marsh 
called ‘Test cricket's 
batsman of the 19908." 

“I don't think anyone 
playing the game today 


can play the game any 
better," commented 
John Woodcock, veteran 
cricket writer who has 
seen mot e Test matches 
than you would even 


care to remember. “The 
game comes so easily to 
him There is no 
pressure OQ nerves, just 
pure genius ” 

But Gavaskar warns 
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•ofiril^McD^nnoU20-6-44-1; 
HuAe» 12-2-25-0; Reiffel 11-2-34-2; 
Whttfieyt2 1-3-27-7 


that this easy come, easy 
go won’t last very long for 
Sachin "When the 
burden of the Indian 
batting falls squarely on 
his shoulders, that 
would be the test He will 
find out then, how 
difficult this game can 
be." 

One wonders If that 
time hasn't already 
come, because more 
often than not Tendulkar 
was sent In with the hope 
that he would set things 
right for India. And 
sometimes the 
inexperience told 
Cmnlng in at the fall of 
two quick wickets in the 
disastrous second 
iimings of the Perth Test, 
he seoned to play as if he 
was begirmlng where he 
had left ofiTai^ his 
century in the first 
Innings “His 
speedometer was still on 
114 when he came in." 
said Sunil Gavaskar. 
"Thenhe’eonl^ 18." 
Sachin has a very 
nurture head on those 



young shoulders, but he 
will have to be given more 
time If he can take the 
fuU burden of the Indian 
batting on them 


N O one can vouch 
for the 

Importance of 
maturity as can Kapil 
Dev—the other success 
of the tour. In his case, it 
might have been tfie very 
absence (^pressure 
which was irutrumental 
for the reUith of Irulia’s 


Sachin tried., but the 
soio effort eventually 
took its toll 


greenest bowler “I 
decided to try things, to 
experiment Not to worry 
about giving away wldes 
etc Also I knew that we 
had other bowlers so I 
knew exactly what was 
expected of me." is how 
Kapil explains his 
success. 

Even Kapil had doubted 
the possibility of him 
getting in this series the 
24 wickets required for 
his 400. That he went 
one wicket b^ond. Is 


only statistic <il Fhathe 
frustrated the 
Australian batting and 
maintained some 
semblant e between the 
two sides IS surely a fact 
That he has regained the 
form which now makes 
him one of the most 
feared bowlers m t rlcket 
IS merely the truth That 
he will continue 
performing at this level 
for the next fewyeai s Is 
purely hope 

Such was the 
reputation he earned In 
Australia during this 
tour that when one 
young Aussie saw 
Waslm Akram rip 
through the Victonans 
In a World Cup warm up 
match the young Aussie 
turned to his fnend and 
not knowing the 
difference betwet n 
Indians and Paktslanis 
said, and that must be 
Kapil Dev 

Reputations are like 
sand (astles, made and 
broken veiy easily And 
fust as Kapil and 







Teiidulkdr enhatu ed 
thrtr reputations thei c 
Mrere many whose were 
washed away in the 
lasmansen the South 
sea and the Indian 
0( ean iliat suiiound 
this massh e island 
(ontinent 

i Itading the list must 
1)0 Sanlfiv Man|i t kar 
I low c ould you make 
anyone h< re believi that 
he is in iat t India b best 
batsman Oh yes he 
iniftht 1)0 tec hnlc ally 
rl^ht and all that said 
Ian C hap|)oII ol indln s 
ntimbcT three bat but 
whtu ai( theiunsi*lle 
doc sn t have the 
impt u\ is«it ion to senre 
tuns when he is not In 
lomi 

M<injrc kar s.iys he s 
detc t mined to set the 
1 c c ord sti aiglit during 
tluWoildCup In fact 
the cut lie Indian team 
(c hoc s similar 
St ntime nts when you 
talk to the m almut their 
ialliiit during the tour so 
fill Wot Id Cup nie/n 
(/ckli I un^av' they say 
And\cc wait with bated 
bit ith 

lUit things are not 
going lo be as easy as 
that We have got into a 
tl.ingt 1 ous groove whieh 
w< h i\ e to c ome out of 
sa\ s Haig It Is In faet a 
pit AndBaigandA/har 
<is m mager and c aptaln 
hold the key to the dooi 
o\(ithepit Only they 
can i.iisc the level of 
motnation in the team 
Only they can improve 
lilt attitude of the 
plci>trs And 
unfortunately only they 
will be held responsible if 
they fail to do so 

One of the few 
diawbaeks on this tour 
apart lioni poor seleetlon 
ofthetcam 

uni easomble sc hedules 
nnditinenes and 
domiright bad play, 
have b^n the ability of 
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1883 

4$ 

S11 

22 

2322 

4/50 

0 

0 

PAUL AEIPPEI 

28 

7 

80 

2 

40 00 

2G4 

0 

0 

MARK WAUGH 

37 

9 

69 

1 

8900 

1/36 

0 

0 

PETER TAYLOR 

3S 

6 

118 

1 

11600 

1/40 

0 

9 

SHANE WARNE 

» 

9 

228 

1 

22800 

t/4S0 

0 

0 

ALLAN BORDER 

18 

3 

47 

0 





TOM MOODY 

2 

0 

<8 

0 






the manager and the 
eaptain to bnng out the 
best In the team Tliat 
they have similar 
natures has not helped 
either Baiglsan 
honourable gentleman 
who prefers to be 
diplomatic rather than 
beiuthless He prefers to 
let his boys realise their 
mistakes on their own 
rather than be harsh to 
them and pull them up 
And that is precisely the 
problem Baig's 


preocTupation in the 
power struggle with the 
other manager Ranblr 
Singh and Azhar s 
almost pathetic lack of 
form only helped to make 
matters worse then thqr 
would haiw already 
been Baig failed to 
assert his authority 
allowing Ranblr Singh 
not the most 
knowledgeable cricket 
person, tp take control 
A/har failed to provide 
the example a captatoi 


should by not doing what 
he wanted the rest of his 
team to do HadAzhar 
provided a few examples 
with a few more good 
Innings things would 
have been different, 
claimed Balg And when 
askeefhow he would sort 
out his problems his 
usual reply Is wait till 
Ranblr Singh goes, then 
we will sit and sort 
everything out Ranblr 
^n^ and hts wife are 
now holidaying in 
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Australia and will return 
before the World Cup. 
leaving Baig to "sort 
everything out". 

"We are getting a wholb 
lot of new faces for the 
World Cup, so that 
should make a 
dlfTerence.” hopes Balg. 
And both the captain and 
the manager feel that 
there should bea very 
new look to the Indian 
batting line-up when the 
tour to South Afilca 
takes place later this 


year. Whether they 
themselves will be able to 
hold onto their positions 
even they don't know... 
or wish to speculate on. 

This has not been the 
easiest of tours. The 
team arrived with no 
preparation whatsoever 
to speak of. and went 
headlong into an 
itinerary which didn't 
fallow either the regulars 
to settle down or the new 
additions to prove that 
they could challenge for 


a place in the side. In 
fact. Baig feels that "the 
lack of bench strength 
greatly handicapped us. 
There was hardly anyone 
in the reserves we could 
choose from", he says. 
Which Is Just another 
way of sa)rlng that the 
selection committee had 
made a few wrong 
choices. "Some 
desperate^ wrong ones." 
says one frustrated team 
member who broke his 
silence. 


In spite of the rulhig^ 
that only the ca^aln 
speaks to the press. 

And desperate 
situations call for 
desperate measures. No 
wotider Sunil Gavaskar 
feels that as long as Uifr 
Board selects the 
selection committee 
there will be no solution 
to the problem. He 
suggests that the Board 
recommend a few names 
to the President of India, 
who will then select 
adioever he wants, no 
matter which region the 
person belongs to. It may 
sound bisarre but in a 
bizarre situation, where 
one young batsman is 
saciiflced because the 
regional 'slot' has gone to 
a fading veteran, 
anything sounds 
sensible. 

The regional bias of 
selection and the politics 
that go with it are not 
only ruining Indian 
cricket but have also 
encouraged 

complacency among the 
players themselves. "An 
Indian cap is so easily 
available these days that 
there seems to be no 
pride in wearing one," 
says Sunil Gavaskar 
who throughout the trip 
seemed to be the major 
guiding force for the 
Indian teams in times of 
trouble. And there was 
plenty of that. Gavaskar 
is right about things 
coming too easy to the 
{layers. No wonder the 
replicas of the Indian cap 
are being sold on the 
pavements alongside the 
various cricket grounds 
here for a mere nine 
dollars. Even some of the 
players took to wearing 
this version. That Sachin 
Tendulkar was the only 
one to stick to wearing a 
genuine Indian cap is 
perhaps a true 
indication of the future of 
Indian cricket.# 













I Tall seemed so strange. The 
rhatnpagne was flowing in 
the Indian dressing room 
because Kapil Dev had Just 
become oi ily the second t ncketer to 
take 400Test wickets And yet 
sui prtsmgly t here were quite a few 
long fai es in the di cssmg room 
Wliywasit that while Kttpil spoke 
to the Press between sips of 
champagne many of his 
colleagues set met! to be sulking in 
one (OI ner ol the room? 

It w.is only later in tlie evening 
that soim one realised the 
explanation for the contrasting 
moods in the Indian dressing 
I oom 1 he Indian squad for the 
Woi Id Cup was to be announced 
the same evening Sourav 
Oangulv Dilip Vengsakar, one 
wli ketkeeper and one bowler 
weie all eady up there on the hit 
list 1 hat It« as Hirwani and Pandit 
was only a matter ol tossing up 

To be fair to everyone on this 
toui espet tally t he younger 
playci s,Soui av and Pandit,the 
schedule did not allow them many 


opportunities to prove their 
potential But even in the limited 
opportunities they had. th^ failed 
to impress 

Gai^ly played in one one-day 
Internationa and though he 
looked like he can be an exciting 
stylist at his best, on that occasion 
he seemed to be shying away firom 
the West Indies bonding. He 
sometimes even refused to run to 
the other end during his brief 
partnership with Sachin 
Tendulkar. 

In fact the biggest criticism 
against most of the youngsters was 
not lack of performance—that was 
commonplace in the team—but 
more lack of application and 
attitude. Subroto Baneijee’s 
attitude towards his injury made 
many people alter their opinion of 
him from a ‘trier’ to a ‘shirker’. On 
the flip side it was Praveen Amre's 
attitude more than his 
performance that has kept him in 
the Worid Cup squad. Amre’s 
do-or-die flel^ng and unselfish 
batting earned him a good report 
KambH’a salec. on was Imminent, 
now will he perform? . 
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INDIAN WORLD CUP SQUAD 


A New Look, 


Having been humiliated in the series 
against Australia, will the new faces Kk |||kl m m 

in the team help India do better in the ■ Jft V 

_woridcup? ncvif 

Beginning? 




On Tendulloir't ahouldar* li« a 
nation’s drMuna 
from the tour management and 
general Press all around Itwoxild 
be a pity IT the onfy genuine trier in 
the team goes back home.” said 
Gavaskar Fortunately that hasn’t 
happened and Amre remains in 
Australia as an example ofadiat 
elTort and guts can achieve 

Vengsaikar s returning home 
was never Indoubt and the veteran 
batsman must have had his bags 
packed before the team was 
announced The team 
management had made it clear 
that they didn’t think him to be of 
much value in the instant game, 
and he returns as the only member 
of the touring squad not to have 
played a single one-day 
international in the entire two 
month trip 

Hirwanl was exposed to onty two 
one-dayers, and in the game in 
which India beat the West Indies to 
reach the WSC flnal;the leg splicer 
showed how vulnerable they are 
against his type of bowling That 
India will be meeting the West 
Indies only once in the World Cup 
and the fact that most of the cricket 
grounds in which India will play 
are small, must have weighed 
heavily against Hlrwani 

Chandrakant Pandit did have, 
by a stroke of fate, an 
opportunity to bag a place and ease 
Klran More out of the Indian team 
Ironically it was Pandit's work in 
front of the stumps rather than 
behind it that let him down Known 
as a batsman who could also keep 
wickets—cuid having played his 
first Test match as a specialist 
batsman—Pandit was as quick as 
Flash Gordon behind the stumps 
when he replaced the injured More. 
But when the opportunities arose 
for him to imxluce an innings that 
would bail ttie Indian batting out. 
Pandit could provide no 
heroics More was luclqr that 
Pandit did not come good with the 
bat and v^en his hamstring 
mended, the wicketkeeper 
produced a remarkable 

performance In the first inning of 
the Perth Test, thedaybeforethe 
World Cup selection 

NaytyotSldhu didn't have the 
kind (rf'luck More «)Countered. 
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Flown In as a saviour for the failing 
Indian batting Sidhumust 
consider himself a ti ifle unlucky at 
the turn of events that now see 
him lose his place in l he side I lad 
Sidhu not made the trip in the first 
place he probably would have been 
in the World Cup squad 
In all laimess to the Punjab 
opener, he was onlyjust coming to 
terms with the conditions here and 
bis two innings in the Adelaide Test 


showed precisely that 
Unfortunately he has to use his 
return ticket before he could 
actually settle down Hopefully the 
same fate of acclimatisation 
not befall Ajay Jadeja who replaces 
him Australia is a great place for a 
summer holiday but not the best of 
places for a young batsman to 
make his international debut 
Of c ourse. Jadi^a's place in the 
flnal eleven will depend on whether 


Ravi Shastri comes through his 
knee injury before Februaiy 19. 
the last date for all teams to 
announce their final fourteen 
Shastri’s absenc^wlll provide the 
balance to the side Just as Vinod 
Kambh’s presence is expected to 
provide great spectator Interest in 
the Indian batting order. Kambll is 
already an oft repeated name in 
Austr^dia because of his world 
record partnership with Sachin 
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Tendulkaf. Even Don Bradman 
enquired about Kambit asking 
Gavaskeu* at a dinner, "What's that 
UtUe fellows name, vdio partnered 
^chln? He must be quite a 
player." Bradman also enquired 

whether Kambll was making Ihe 
World Cup trip, Nowthatlt;^ . 
confirmed that he lS( Bradman 
mi^tjuat make another tilp to the 
Adelaide Oval when India plcqr 
South Africa tl^eie on March, 14. 
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The prospect of both Kambll and i 

Tendulkar In the Indian batting 
line up will make India one of the 
more popular teams during the 
World Cup. and the two good 
buddies will also transform the 
mood in the Indian dressing room 
feels Gavaskar. "In normal 
circumstances you won't hear a 
wtmper outof Scurhin." says 
Gavaskar, "hut with Kambll 
around, the entire dressing room Is 


a buzK of activity.” 

Hopefully ihe new entrants into 
the Indian dressing room will be 
able to lin. the spIrit-^-and with ft 
the performance—of the team 
during the World Cup. And 
hopefully they will provide the 
team a break from the Immediate 
past so Uttered with mediocrity and 
plagued by lack of application. 

AaSy O’l i ls s , i*fth 









OBITUARY 


THE DEATH OF DHRUV PANDOVE 


Darkness At 


“A* fll9» to the wanton 
boys are we to the Gotta, 
they kill ua forthelraport. 


T hlspolgi 
^Hne froi 
King Lee 
anapl 
epitaph for 
promising 
southpaw 18-year-old 
Dhruv Pandove killed In a 
ear-truck accident on 
the Shcr Shah Surl Marg 
(G.T. Road) on Jan. 31, 
whilst returning home to 
Patiala after a Deodhar 
lYophyniatch. 

Those that the Gods 
cherish they call away 
soon. It was not Dhruv's 
destiny to live. Vlnay 
I^amba the North Z<jne 
manager advised him 
not to travel by night In a 
taxi. I^mba said, The 
North Zone team 
returned from 
Sambalpurln the 
afternoon of30-1-92. 

The last bus to I^tiala 
had left Delhi and I 
suggested that he slay at 
my place for the night 
and leave next morning. 
However. Dhruv away 
from home for a fortnight 
was eager to get back to 
his family." He took a 
night train to Ambala 
Canttfrom where he 
hired a taxi to Patiala. 

This was the fatal ride 
together with friend 
Bittu. Th^ hired a taxi. 
^Sadty for them, the taxi 
^drtvarwhodledln the 
accident was a novice. 

He had obtained his 
licence Just a month ago. 
'fhe driver made the fetal 


—Nooii_ 


error. Near the King 
Fisher Tourist Complex, 
located between Ambala 


Cantt and Ambala City, 
the driver tried to 


overtake a truck. It was 


an error of judgement as 
.he collided with a 


speeding truck coming 
in tlie opposite direction. 
That was (he end. The 


driver and Dhruv died 


instantaneously and 
friend Bittu was 


premonition of danger? 
He used to Joke with his 


buddy In the North Zone 
team AJay Jadeja that 
the Lifeline on the palm 


of his hand was broken 


but he was unconcerned 


as he was not fatalistic. 


However, the fates were 


unkind to Punjab's 
promising left handed 


opener 


Bom on January 9, 

1974 at Patiala, Dhruv 


was a child prodigy. He 
played in the Punjab 


Under-12 school 


tournament and 


represented Punjab in 
the Under-15 years. He 
also played In the C.K. 
Nayudu and Cooch 
BeharTrophies. Making 
his Ranjl debut at 13 
years and 310 days. 
Dhmv played 21 



matches in the 
tournament. He had two 
craturies and six fifties 
in' the1,048 Ranji runs 
he accumulated at an 
average of 36.13. At the 
age of 17 years and 341 
days he became the 
youngest batsman to 
score 1,000 mns In Ranji 
Trophy. 

The eldest son of 
Patiala businessman 
and Punjab Cricket 
Association secretary 
M.P. Pandove, the 
talented Dhruv scored 
73 runs in his last-ever 
cricket match for North 
2tone vs South Zone in 
the Deodhar Trophy. He 
played a Test match 
against the West Indies 
schoolboys in 1989 and 
was a certainty for the 
Indian team versus the 
Kiwi Juniors in February. 

In his brief but 
illustrious career, Dhmv 
has left many fond 
memories. Ihs friend 
AJay Jadeja remembers 
him as soft-spoken, 
dedicated and a close 
admirer of Allan Border. 
He said that Dhmv 
practised for four-five 
hours dally with 
emphasis on physical 
conditioning, 
weight-training twice a 
week. 

Vinay ^|pmba says, "I 
can’t belike it. He was 
such a sweet and Jovial 
feOow. We have lost a 
very promising cricketer. 
He was a splendid 
tegm-man and a very 
competiUva cricketer. 

We miss him.** M.L. 
Jafsimhaalso 























I 


■^iiP 

" 1 .Sci'-lliTHii^n'^? I 

V :,'-^;i(*'>'4vP| 

’ <- • •: \ 

-•V : ■ ■ I 

’. : SS3*ai 






■ •''•■ -iV, 




considered him a 
talented batsman, 
willing to grind and learn 
and with Uie ability to 
have reachedTest status. 

A discovery of Blshen 
Bedi. young Dhruv was 
always respectful to his 
elders. He referred to 
Bedi as Paajruid 
former Delhi skipper 
K-P.Bhaskaras 'Bhaaai 
bbaiyya. 'Bishen rated 
Dhruvvenr h^ly. ’ He 
was one of ourbrightest 
hopes, agentleand 
discipline person who 
was shaping up well for 
the higher grade and 
could have goive a long 
way.* 

Bhaslour recalls his 
Jovial temperament He 
said that Dhruv danced 
all the way from Valsad 
to Bombay after we won 
the Duleep Trophy. 'He 
had and 

determination and could 
have gone a long way ” 

His death shocked the 
cricketing world. It got a 
mention in the Sports 
Round Up of BBC Wortd 
Service and was referred 
to ty the Aussie 
commentators during 
the 5th Test at Perth The 
three North Zone 
cricketers in the Indian 
team. Kapil Dev, Sidhu 
and Manoj maintained 
two minutes silence in 
his memory. 

January seems to be 
an unlucky month for 
Punjab batsmen. Three 
years ago in the same 
month, Nayjot Singh 
Sidhu was involved in a 
fracas which led to a 
murder case. Now 
stumps have been drawn 
most cruelly for the gritty 
teenaged Punjab opener. 
Dhruv Pandove When 
he was around, "we had 
Joy.wehadfun in 
seasons in the sun but 
now we bid a tearful and 
sadadleu. 
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Australian cricket needed W.G. Grace’s touch 


to make it the most popular game in the country 


I Twas Ihc spiiiifT of 1873. 
A handsome, albell hefty, 
young c-rleketer of 
England received an 
Invitation from the 
Melbourne Club—the 
M.C.C. of Australia. 'Can you. will 
you. bring a team at the end of the 
year'*.' ran the eable. Dr. William 
Gilbert Grace, the cricketer, 
consenled. He engaged himself in 
collecting a repi esentat ive side 
even though sometime before he 
had entered Into another 
endearing and enduring 
engagement. Grace was to 
married in the autumn of 1873. a 
few weeks before his departure for 
Australia, and the tuture Mrs. 
Grace did not mind. The tour was 
regarded by the couple as the 
extension of their lioneymoon. 

It was quite a problem those days 
to get a full team, prepared fora 
nged absence away from 



England. This was the reason why 
he could not rope in the talents of 
W. Yardley and A.N. Hornby, as 
well the ser\ices of already 
accomplished players like Tom 
Emmet and Alfred Shaw, Finally, 
after a lortg and arduous search, a 
team of 12 left Southampton on 
October. 23.1873. In the Pand O 
steamer Minsapore. 

The team consisted of W. O. 
Grace (captain), his brother George 
Fredrick Grace. James Arthur 
‘Frl/zy’ (one of the best 
wicketkeepers of his day). 
Farrington Holker Boult. Walter 
Raleigh Gilbert (a cousin of the 
Graces). Andrew Greenwood 
(opening batsman). Richard 
Humphrey (another opening 
batsman). HeniyJupp "Young 
Stonewall.” James MIlywhite (who 
three years later was to captain ' 
England in their first- ewrTest 
match). Martin McIntyre. William 





Oscroft (one of England’s leading 
openers In the 1860‘s and ’70’s. 
and James Southerton) the slow 
bowler, who at the age of 46 was the 
papa'of the side. 

Choosing the team was Just part 
of the problem that he had to 
encounter. Sailing to Australia 120 
years ago. was an ordeal in every 
sense of the term. The team had to 
spend 52 days on the ship before 
shores finally were sighted. On the 
way they encountered a veiy bad 
storm on the Mediterranean, but 
after that came the spectacle that 
W. G. Grace would remember for 
the rest of his life. "The brilliant 
rays of the sun fell on the foam 
which was flying before the wind 
and produced one of the most 
lovely sights 1 ever remember In the 
form of hundreds of miniature 
rainbows". he wrote later. One 
presumes that there was a poet 
lurking 111 nlm. wanting to come 
out. or. was it the presence of Mrs. 
Grace that did the trick'? 

It was ilnally on December 8 that 
Grace and his party arrived at King 
George’s, where the team went on 
shore and practised some cricket. 
Some of the aborigines present 
gave a display of the art of throwing 
the boomerang, and this so 
appealed to W. G. that he could not 
resist trying his hand at the trick. 
After repeated failures, his 
boomerang suddenly took flight, 
landed a few yards before one of the 
players on the ground, and again 
took flight with tremendous speed 
nearly decapitating one of his team 
membersi 

Umpiring even In those days 
were not without controversy. On 
his very first visit to the Antipodes. 
Grace did not spare the Australian 
umpires. "...Australia has always 
been deficient in the matter of good 
umpires, and though we in 
En^and are no means perfect in 
this respect, the Australians are a 
long way behind us.. .Anyone who 
took an Intelligent interest in 
cricket tvas thought of as good 
enough to umpire. Consequently 
inexperienced men had the 
delicate and onerous duty thrust 
upon them... I attribute the friction 
which has frequently arisen during 
the visits of the English teams 
Australia to the fact that even at 
the present time Australia is not . 




Australia has always 
been deficient in the 

^ jt ^ «. a 


matti 


ares. 


and though we in 
England are by no 
means perfect in diis 
respect, the Australians 
are a long w^ behind 
us.... even at tine present 
time Australia is not 
well provided by good 
umpires 


well provided t^good umpires." 
And this is one statement that 
most members of the touring 
Indian team would gladly attest to. 
1 lOyears later. 

It Is not surprising that Grace's 
view^ on umpiring hold good even 
today: “The duties of an umpire call 
for uncommon Intelligence, 
dccislvejudgement. and intimate 
acquaintance with the laws and 
customs of the game. It Is too often 
assumed that because a man has 
been a good cricketer he is sure to 
make a good umpire, but 1 contend 
that this is no criterion, and that a 
more necessaiy quallflcatlon for an 
.umpire Is that he should have a 
good head on his shoulders..." 

Uke umpiring, preparing the 
pitches was another aspect of the 
game that the Australians wwre not 
too good at. as Grace found out 
once when he was practising on the 
Melbourne Cricket Club ground, 
and an enquiry regarding the 
preparation of the pilch drew a 
rather cavalier reply from the 
groundsman. "Oh. we’ll select a 
pitch and put the roller on it on the 
morning of the match and that wdll 
be alright." UtUe did tlie 
groundsman realise that Grace 
was not a person who liked things 

W.Q (oxtrems right) clowns with 
J. Mason while Lord Hakrka (1^) 
looks unperturbed 












done half-heartedly. He prevailed 
upon the authorities of the club to 
have rolling taken up two days 
prior to the match. In his firm 
opinion. "A bad wicket brings ail 
players down to a certain level. I 
take it upon myself the credit of 
having shown the Australians how 
to prepare a wicket, and of 
disabusing their minds of the idea 
that a good wicket can be prepared 
without spt'cial care and 
prepjiratlon." 

Apart from these technical 
problems the tour provided them 
with experlenc'es galore, that 
varied from the sometimes 
pleasant to the painful, which 
incidentally was more common. At 
Ballarat. 100 miles away fn>m 
Melljoume. they had their first 
taste ofan Austndiati sand-storm 
which engulfed the entire town in 
darkness at noon. 

At Stawell. it looked like the 
cni ire population of the town had 
come to welcome the visitors. The 
brass bands of the natives 
panicked .i horse drawing the 
waggonette of Grace, and it 
overturned. Luckily there was no 
casualties. From Stawell. the 
Englishmen drove through the 
bushes to Warmumbool. 

Torrential showers made the 
ground so slushy that carriages 
sank till ‘he axles. After 19 hours of 
this Journey. Grace had finally 
dropped off to sleep in front of the 
fireplace when a sudden bang on 
the door announced a reporter 
from a local newspaper. The 
reporter was told in no uncertain 
terms midnight was not the time 
that Grace considered appropriate 
for a dialogue. The expletives that 
must have been issued him find 

no place in his memoirs though. 

The cricket matches—if they 
could be called so—that they 
played in betweett tlie hazardous 
Journeys swung in temperament 
from serious and sublime to the 
ludicrously farcical and the 
brazenly burlesque. Elci-en 
Englishmen had to contend with 
J 8 or 22 of their opponents, 'fhe 
hales then were yet to be 
standardised, and card-sharps 
and gamblers freely piled their 
trade on the Australian grounds 
with sf»nt regard to the law. 

Sydney offered the visitors a 



Style and 

flnassawerethahalinuNlcs of 
Grace's game 

rousing welcome, with lots of 
steamers and fans on the harbour. 
AtTattersall's Hotel later, there 
was the unending toasts, which 
was a testing experience even for 
the formidable W.G. It was In the 
match at Sydney the Grace came 
across a youngster called 
Spofibrth. who. tn the years to 
come, was to grow into a 'demon* of 
a fast bowler. 

From Sydney they went to 
Bathurst and on their way they had 
to cross the blue Mountains—the 
Australian Alps. The railway ride 
gave the Englishmen a few 
nightmares and even Grace had 
his quota of trepidations. 'The 
fp-adients were in places very steep, 
and at times our sensatlons'were 


curious as we were painfully 
conscious that the snapping of a 
coupling would send us careering 
down the precipitous slope to 
certain death...” 

It was a large and unkempt 
ground at Bathurst where they 
played. It was here that an 
Australian gentleman made a 
wager with Mrs. Grace that her 
husband would not be able to hit 
the ball outside the wide ground. 
W.G. rose to the occasion, (for a 
pair of gloves) and sent a ball right 
over the scoring box. but only to see 
it land Just inside the ground. Mrs. 
Grace lost. 

On their return to Sydney, the 
Englishmen played against a 
combined 15 of Victoria and New 
South Wales and won handsomely 
bya marginof218runs.An 
unseemingiy incident almost 
marred the match. "Some of t he 
spectators raised noisy objections 
to a decision given by one of the 
umpires. The batsman who had 
been given out left the wicket and 
the next batsman came in." 

The first batsman, then on 
second thoughts, returned to the 
wicket, and claimed the right to 
continue his innings. "The curious 1 
sight was wlti lessed of three | 

batsmen being at the wicket at the 
same time," was what Grace wrote 
about the incident later. Grace was 
about to lead his team off the field 
when better sense prevailed, and 
the erring batsman left the wicket. 

The rest of the tour was 
uneventful save one incident. 

Grace and his team played a match 
at Castiemaine where a fielder in 
an attempt to catch W.G. fell over 
the ropes. The umpire gave him 
'not out' but allowed only the single 
he had run instead of the 
customary ‘S' allotted those days 
for a hit over the boundary! 

It was in Hobart, Tasmania, 
during the series that cricket news 
was sent for the first time by 
telegraph to England and the 
Englishmen returned to their 
countTyonthe 18th of May. 1874. 
Meanwhile Australian cricket had 
received a magic touch that 
ultimately made cricket their 
national game. That was the touch 
of W.G. Grace... the effect of which 
can be felt even today. 








READERS’QUIZ 



QUESTIONS 


1 Which sport 
was formerly 
known as 
‘Criss-Cross’? 

2 In the 1990 
World Cup 
football, which 
Buddhist player 
represented the 
host country, Italy? 

3 What Is 
common to 
Mansur All Khan 
Pataudi, Rene 
Lacoste, Clive Lloyd 
and Ian Botham? 

4 In which book 
IS a cricket 
match between 
‘Dingley Dell’ and 
All Muggleton 
described'? 

5 1 have to 
challenge it for 
the sake of the 
human race Who 
said this about 
what? 


6 Whlchcncketer 
got the 

nickname ‘Jack, 
The Ripper' 
because of his 
attacking style of 
batting dunng the 
1975 prudential 
World Cup? 

^ What are 
/ ‘Header*. ‘Jack 
Knife’and 
•Swallow”? 

8 1 would have 
won the gold if 
my Anger nails 
would nave been a 
little longer Which 
swimmer made this 
remark and when'? 

9 Whose 

autobiography 
IS titled‘The 
Greatest Game Of 
Ain 

“1 ^ Inever 
JL Vyiikcd team 
sport because if you 
do your Job you may 
stAl encfup on the 


losing side. 'Who 
said uils? 

1 *1 About whom 
X did Mike 
Tyson say,'They 
are very aedicated, 
like being a Shaolfn 
monk'? 
i Q What did 
X A Muhammad 
All describe as, ‘The 
next thing to 
death'? 

I Q What is 
X O'drag’ln 
cricket? 

■1 A Tobe 
X TCstumped by 
three yards is better 
than to be stumped 
by three Inches ' 
Who said thl.s? 

”1 C In which 
X iXunusual 
sport did Ian 
Botham challenge 
Dennis Ullee at 
Adelaide in 
January 1983*? 


ANSWERS 


1. Scrabble ^ 

2. Roberto Baggio 

3. They ail have nicknames based oh 
animats. 




5. Gayy Kasparov on the chess ptaying 
ccmptAer. 

6. AMnKailicharan 

7 OMferergfoims of diving. 

, 8. Matt Biondi (USA), 19W OlynfyilcSf vvhen 
he lost to Anthony Nesty by jiig 0 01 see 
in the 100m butterfly. 

9. JackNicklaue. ‘ 

10. NidcFel^. • 

11. SumowFeetlers. 

12. ihe third (g three fiditsbetweenhimttM 
Joe Bezier to ManSa on October i. 1879 

13. To tojpart back spin to the betf. 

14. Don Bradman. 

15. Trotttog or hameaa ractog. 


THIS QUIZ NAS BEEN eOMPIU0 BY 
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• Kent’s former En^and allroundcr Richard 
Ellison has been awarded a benefit In 1993. 
Australian Daryl Foster. Kent's coach last year. 
Is retuminfl (u Canterbury for another season. 

• England have mimed four standby players, in 
addition to the 16 currently touring New 
Zealand, to make up a preliminary World Cup 
squad of 20 (the final 14 need not be named 
until Feb. 19}. The four additional players are 
Yorkshire captain Martyn Moxon, Martin 
BIcknell (Surrey). Nasser Hussain (Essex) and 


1 
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Cricketina 
newsthcrtls 
both interesting 
andfunny....v 



Worcestershire wicketkeeper Steven Rhodes. 
One man ruled out of contention was Michael 
Atherton, whose recovery from a back operation 
Is going well, but slowly. Atherton withdrew 
from the England 'A' team, captained by Moxon 
and Including BIcknell and Hussain, whose 
tour of West Indies starts on Feb. 18. 

• South Africa will play six wami-up games in 
Australia before the World,Cup: Feb 9 v Western 
Australia (Perth, day/night). 12 v Australian 
Cricket Academy (Adelaide). 15 v Pakistan 
(Canberra). 17vTasmania (Hobart). 21 v 
Queensland (Brisbane). 23 v Bradman XI 
(Bowral). 

• 'Ihe former England allroundcr Peter Willey 
will play Minor Counties cricket for 
Northumberland next season, and has also 
been accepted as a resene on the first-class 
umpires'list. Willey, 42, scored 1184 runs 
(26.90) In his 26 Tests, scoring two centuries, 
both against West Indies. He llrst played for 
Northantsasa 16-year-old in 1966, and moved 
to Leicestershire In 1984. 

• Graeme Fowler’s 1991 benefit realised 
£152.000. a new record for Lancashire, 
eclipsing the £128.000 raised for allrounder 
Jack Simmons. 


• David Gower was one of several cricket 
personalities present at the launch of Cricket 
for You in '92. a £250,000scheme to save 
schools'cricket, run Jointly by the Lord's 
Taverners and the English ^hools Cricket 
Association. 

• Former Pakistan Test allrounder Salahuddin 
was sacked as a national selector after claiming 
that his country's Board merely wanted 
selectors to rubber-stamp de(;lsions taken 1^ 
others. Salahuddin was replaced by the former 
Test wicketkeeper and captain Wasim Bari. 

• Dean Waugh, the younger brother of Test 
twins Steve and Mark, scored227for 
Bankstown In their Syfln^ff-ade match, 
against Hawkesbuty. In the same rotmd of 
















site of tlM tfCagbmdcwitfnltiec tofmt liy tlw appi^ntiBlnitof an actn MekcWi^ wfltl* * 

neawd et die Boetd*t tpitaf emtiiig; Ite tdectloa coioiiilttee attffcndy coR^jifliiWtdtainneii 
Ted Dexter, manager Mickey Stewart aitd capfabi Onhen (Soodi. 

Odier dediioas takei at ^ meedng iaclnded the following: 

• Caioiired a o diln g , wMtebaile and b hck d lgh»t C t* < h^ n>iB not, rfter an, be need in the t!l92 Sunday* 
Inagua, a eenqmdthm idiich h)^ Ittaly to he financed by the TCCB at no new QMttier iMie yet bcwa 
tauM, 

• the eig e rimentol l aw re etrict iiigbowlect tonne bouncer gar over p«battiiian,cncteiitlyMiiderfrtiig 
a thtee> 3 l«ar trial at hitoroational level, will be bnplenientad in county cricket in 1992. 

• aidi n g tya le of ftneefwrcouttttetfail^ to howl ISevece an hwir will be linalieed at the ne a t we etins. 
Fhiee for countiee felling to bowl their overt in the tditailatod tfane in one>day matchee win be 
"idgnificatt^ incceaeed*. 

• iWertwiU not beallowedtodlapoMtdah^met excegtattdbcduledintervaltorthe toll idawicket 

• County delegatee nm^ded of oniciali concern about ptayme* behaviour, and atked to eradicate dm 
IncreaifaidlyconuiioniirKtlceidccrapingoneaidcofdiebaU. y 

• d . 
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lomo, jeopardlalna Me future In the WOat 
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matchea Greg Matthews took 13 wkdceta (41br 

16 and 9 for 84) for Waverley against Sydney 

University. 

» 

• India have been Invited to plw three matchea 
In Zimbabwe either before or after their tour of 
South Africa next winter. The flrat-ever match 
between Zimbabwe and South Africa takes 
place In Harare on Feb 4. while a Zimbabwe 
Under-23 side took part In ayouth competition 
In Pretoria durii^ January. 

• The career ofTilnIdadlan fyat bonder Ian 
&ahop la iTt Jeopardy alter the 24-year-old was 
forced to return home when back trouble dared 
up again during the West Indies’ 
tourofAuatralla. Tburmanaga-DetyckMwrtty 
said Bishop needed a spell at home, where he 
can concentrate on chan^jghla atUon so that 
It Imposes less stress on his back. Biahophad 
been expected to return to county cricket In 
1992as Derttyshlre’s overseas [dayer, butinthe 
light of his possible absence the county 
repmtedfy have had preUmlnary discussions 
with MtdtammadAdiaruddIn (who scored over 
2000runaforthemlastyear)andSouth African 
allrounder Brian McMillan, who played for 
Warwidrshlreln 1986. 

rDavid Gower has continued his preparaUoiM 
fm life after cricket by Joining Head PR Ltd. a 
Readliig'baaed firm which provides 'public 
relations by solicitors, ftn- solicitors*. 

a 

• Scotland are bi makes two-week pre-season 
tour M'South Africa dutlngMarch, plaj^ng three 
two-day and four rme-dayUxturrs. South 
ABican sdhounder Omar Henry, who captained 
Scotland laatyear. wUlJtdn the tour Ifhe la not 
required for World Cup duty. 

mcm Ut um moimvt 









I PROFILE 


THE DEVIL GOES 


Demonic spin bowler, 
Phil Tufhell is ready 
to hit a wicket or 
two for England in 
the forthcoming 
World Cup 


P ROBABLY In aU Its 
long histoiy English 
cricket has never 
before produced a 
star quite like Philip 
Tufhell. Even high up 
on the players' balcony and across 
Lord's great prairie of green turf 
you can pick him out at a glance. 
He's been called the Artful Dodger 
cricket writers but they’re not 
alluding only to the devilish leftarm 
spin which has skittled out the 
batting might of Australia and the 
West Indies in the last two Test 
series: much more his manner and 
his uiunlstakable stance. 

He's not very tall and he's thin 
and whippy, a physique for 
wriggling through sl^llghts rather 
than sporting endeavour. His 
shoulders slump and he Ups his 
head forward so that his forelock 
flops It's a pose at once idle and 
a^lresslve. violently relaxed*a 
street-comer loll in a dodgy 
district. His hands are deep In his 
trouser pockets and yes, of course, 
that's a fag in the comer of his 
mouth. 

It's the last home match of the'91 
season. Middlesexv Surrey, a 
suitably restrained clash of the 
Home CounUes. and Lord's is 
dotted with eldetty disciplinarians, 
bus passes In the breast pockets of 
their hacklngjackets. sandwiches 
aad tea flasks In plasUc bags, 
Hhoculars round necks. 

They keep training these on the 
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DOWN UNDER 


balcony as if mesmerised. Is 
Tufhell up there by right, at this, 
the cathedral of cricket—a player 
for Middlesex, a club poslUreiy 
gnaried by tradition—or is he 
merety resting en route to nick the 
lead off the grandstand roof? 

As It happens, onthisveiyday 
the back p^e of the evening paper 
is given over to news of the squ^s 
for England's tour of New Zealand 
and Worid Cup in Australia and. 
with his six for 25 wipe-out of the 
West Indies in the final Test of the 
summer still shining in the 
selectors’ minds, he’s picked as the 
number one spinner. Wiaden . the 
cricket fan's h(^ writ, records his 
relentless progress through the 
last couple of seasons and when 
this match is finished yet another 
five-wicket haul will g^ him top 
{dace among English spin bowlers 
In the 1991 Coun^Ch^pionship 

But Philip Tbfhell is reinarkable 
for rather more than Ms bovriing 
figures. In all other departments o' 
the game he's the type of youngster 
who’d drive the sports master 
potty: a fielder Inclinded to 
profound reverie and a reluctance 
to rush about too much, a tail-end 
batqman with a deep Ion|^ for 
the safety of the iiavllion; and 
standards of onfield courtesy and 
cdd-fashloned ^xirtsmanahlp that 
even Gazza mi^t consider out 
dated. 

For all the wickets he’s knocked 
over with the ball, he's endangered 
as many with his boot when 
um{dres’ decisions have caused 
him dGfence. When successful he 
dispenses with such conventional 
{dirases as‘Bad luck, old son,'and 
adieeiy wave to tlw departing 
batsman. In their place he gives a 
savage push to his forelock, a 
ferocious snarl and a wave of his 
fimarm with abunched Aston the 
erid of it, activated In a sawing 
motion. In terms of an aggrcMlve 
attitude jMoUem nothirig quite like 
it has hem seen at Lord’s since It 


was bombed by the Luftwaffe in the 

Wt. 

Ttifhell. vriien he tuiTM up. is 
surprisingly mild, if wary, and 
wonders vidiere his visitor might 
wish to conduct a conversation. 
Thm’s a bar close by, which the, 
visitor feels might do at a pinch, 
and Tufnell leads the way, but all 
doors at Lord's are guarded by 
fierce, blazered veterans, one of 
vdiom once prevented Sunil 
Gavaskar, the world's most proliflc 
batsman, from even getting into 
theground This one throws up the 
arm with which he probably 
stopped enemy tanks at Tobruk. 

'Phil Tuftiell.’ eiqplains the 
cricketo’, who's dressed fiiom top 


Tufnell s ability to 
land the boil more or Icbs 
where he chooses, which 
in the light pitch 
conditions mal<cs him 
virtually unplayable, was 
sufficient to win him a 
place in England’s tcjunng 
side to Australia last ycat 
m only his second season 
in first-class cricket 


totoeinvriiites, ‘and this Moke's 
6rom the newspapers.’ 

‘Members onty'ere.' the doorman 
responds. 

1 know.'Tlifiiell sqys. Tm 
playing fm-Middlessex.’ He draws 
the fre^ of his cricket sweater 
forward to display the county crest: 
‘Cricket see?’The game is visible 
through the bar's 1^ windows and 
he points to it and i^tys shots with 
an Imaglnaiy bat The domman 
still isn’t happy. He suck his teeth. 
’You’ll have to Mt outside.' he says. 

'HifiMll merety elevates his 
eyebrows towards his forelock for a 
moment and proceeds polltety. You 
Jud^ at once that for att his 









bad-boy Image he’s not a 
megalomaniac and certain^ nota 
publicity hound. 'Will this take 
l<mg?'heasks. He’s got his dggles 
and U^ter held in tte drowning 
grip <n the serious smoker. 

Thereare plentydT 
thoroughly promising avenues to 
exfdore In conversation with what 
promises to be a worid-class 
spln-bowdtng talent—a splnno: 
especially since slow bo^ng is a 
gmulne art. usually painful^ 
acquired over many years, like the 
vinlin: a matter of heartbreaking, 
dogged practice, with the finger 
that imparts the spin callused to 
the size of ablg toe. and the locsd 
lampposts, used as a target, worn 
pen^-slim. 

Had he been through anything 
like that to achieve his precocious 
mastery? *Nah.’ he says. *I found 1 
could do It so 1 Just sort of. you 
knaw...|hls voice trails off 
adtogetheras he takesa passing 
Interest In the fate of one of his 
team-mates batting out in the 
mlddleldldit’ 





Probably in all its long 
history, English cricket 
has never produced rj star 
quite like Phil Tufncll. 
Even high up on the 
players balcony and 
across Lord’s great prairie 
of green turf, you can pick 
him out at a glance 


Out on the pitch Surrey have 
brought back the fiiriousiy fast 
Waqar Younls. a bowler with the 
additional ability to hit batsmen 
unerring and agonl^ngly (Ml the 
foot. TufiieU wattes him through 
narrowed^s. That’swhatl 
miss.’ he says, ‘bangm’ It In, 
though 1 liked to aim at their 
bleedln’heads. Vfith n^ type of 
bowUn’. If you’re gettln’ stick you 
have to bovri even slower. It’sgall, 
mate. Gall!’ 

It will turn out to be his onty 
display of passion but his own 





ability to land the ball more or less 
vdiere he chooses, which in the 
ri^t pitch conditions makes him 
vftually implayable. was 
sufficient to win him a place In 
England’s touring side to Australia 
last year In only his second season 
in first-class cricket. 

His tour, on one level, was a 
disaster OnhlsTestdebuthe 
rollicked the umpire for declsltms 
of aiilch he disapproved and 
snarled at the Australian batemen 
for playing lucl^ strokes to the 
further detriment of his bowing 
analysis. At the same time he 
fieldi^ like a schoolboy and batted 
abysmally. The rowefy Aussie 
crowds, sensing the arrival of a 
remaricable new personality, took 
him to their hearts, abusing Mm 
relentless^ in every match As the 
adiole England aide formed a 
paniclqr semi-circle bieMnd the 
wicketlmper to reduce the 
damage dime by Ms out-^fielding. a 
banner appear^ over the balcony 
at Melbouim: ’Up here, Tufhell, 
we’ll chuck It in foryou.’ 

It was an aqperience that might 
have sent an old-fasMoned 
youngster into a monastery but he 
merely gives It Ms little grin. 
’Bastards.’ he says, half 
admlrlngty. ’Hadn’t really got the 
hang of It then, had I?Thou^tyou 
just had to turn up and bowl.’And 
tMs he did with great effect at 
Sydney, another five-wlcket 
Innings and a place against the 
West Indies last summer. 

Was it a^source of deep 
satlsfactldn that he couldn’t be 
ignored? ’Oh yeah, lovely.’A thrill 
m j;>lay for his country? ‘Oh, 
course.’His Porsche was In the 
Lord’s car park. Nice to be in the 
money? Well, more the lifestyle 
really.’The evening paper has used 
a picture of Botham m a crown, 
playing Old King CMe or 
sornebot^. Heimdsatlt ‘He’sdone 
all ri^ but If s a batsman’s game, 
really. Can’t see meself advertising 
Hamletc^srs.’ « 

He doesn’t sound the sUjpitest 
bit resentful or envious and if B 
hard to believe that die aid chaps, 

PhH TulMIL(sacendlK)m 
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T hB world, as ftar 
Queen noted In 
Christmas broodeaM at the \ 
end oflastyear. hasbt^un to 
change, and the chan^r 
have happened with 
bewildering speed. those of us for 

wh(Hn the words 'bewildering speed* more 
usual^ apply to Curth^ Ambrose than to 
antt-Communlst revolutions cannot fail , 
to have noticed the turmoil all around the 
world. It would take a major political 
commentator like Matthew Engel or Mike 
Catting to explain fully the significance of 
all these events politically knd 
economically, but there are many aspects 
of the downfall of the Soviet Union and the 
establishment of a new Commonwealth 
which bear directly on the average 
reader's life, and 1 am sure 1 am qualified to 
clarify the cricketing significance of th^ 
momentous events. 

Basically. It Is all veiy simple. Half the ' 
world is breaking up Into smaller parts, 
and the other half is building itself 
togedier into larger bits. Everybody 
Involved opposes either the building or the 
falling apart, except Jacques Delors and 
Boris Yeltsin. The Soviet Union Is now 
Russia, except for Uthuanla. Latvia and 
Estonia, which aren't, and neither is 
Georgia, whose president and capital dty 
are both completefy unpronounceable. 

The Ukraine is a separate country, as are 
Azerbaijan and Byelorussia and probably 
Uzbekhlstan. so Parke ^'Thompson of 
Akron. Ohio and Giorgio Ricatto of Turin, 
the men who the Cutoness Book 0 / 
Rerorcfs lists as the people who hai« 
visited the most sovereign states in the 
world, now have a few more air tickets to 
buy. 

And while all this is going on. 12 
European nations meeting in Maastricht 
have a^eed to become one nation (or 
maybe one and a half If Britain cannot 
quite make up Its mind), so that as the 
world gains several new nations from 
behind the rusted Iron Curtain, it loses a 
few this side of the Oder-Nelsse line. 

What has all this got to do with cricket. 1 
hear you cry. Well, toe draw for toe football 
World Cup. which took place a month or 
two ago In tlw United States, features 
Uthuanla. Latvia and Estonia as separate 
states for the first time. The Soviet Union 
is in there too. so I suppose that by the 
tone toe 1994finals come round, we could 
see a non-existent country take the 
troitoy, which would be apt seeing that a 
non-existent country (West Germany) are 
toe current holders. And what happens in 
football generally happens In cricket 










before too long. 

Australia, as I write the hdders of the 
World Cup and odds-on favourites to 
retain the trophy, is in factoffldalfy 
known as the Conunonwe^th of 
Australia, rather like the new 
Commonwealth that has taken over from 
the Soviet Union. Like the Soviet Union, 
their leader has also made a hasty and 
unplanned exit from the politlcpl stage, so 
if Moldavia. Turkmenistan and Kirghizia 
are to be recognised internationally as 
sovereign states, then it is only fair that we 
(or at least the ICC) recognise individually 
the diflerent states of Australia, and Insist 
they play as separate countries. This will 
give Queensland another trophy never to 
win. 

West Indies are aityway a team made up 
of people from severd sovereign states, 
and this nonsense has clearty got to stop. 
Jamaica. Guyana, Barbados. Antigua and 
the rest will all have to^leld their own 
international sides, just as thty do in the 
football World Cup. India, whl^ is made 
up of 25 self-governing states, ought to 
think long and bard about fielding 25 
international cricket teams, and New 
Zealand could well be split into North and 
South Islmids at least. 







Gooeh and hl« band of 
Dairy man come from ell 
eomara of tha globe 



KtMAM 


That this intei national k organisation 
would have thecoim idenlal elk 1 1 ol 
making the Bnglanci team moi e likely to 
win sonitihing is neither hi i e noi < hei e 
Our international cm ket team nianv 
years ago made thi sensible iiiovt ol 
railing itsell England raihet Ilian Git at 
Britain even though it has quiii 
unashamedly fielded pla\t i s from all 
tomeis of the globe or they would havi 
done had a globe had cornt rs England is 
more difficult to subdivide than Bi italn is 
If Europe t an play as a tt am in the Ryder 
Cup so as to be strong enough to lieat the 
Americans, then why not in t ri< ket too<> 
We dealt them England ol course to 
avoid confusion but that would give the 
likes of Roland Leiebvre and Ole 
Mortensen a ci aek at intei national 
stardom, as well as making sure t hat 
England B teams no longer suffer 
embarrassing defeats at the hands ol the 
Dutch or the French Th^ has to be 
something to be gained out of all this 
European Community nonsense apart 
from A new coin to toss with 


But what if thiiigswiiit theolhi rw.iy ’ 
Wlial il the bleak iipoi llieboMi I Union 
1 ast .1 baleful shadow ovc i our Coiintv 
Championship lor example ’Wlial il 
inti mational tei ognitioii ol Last and Wt st 
Sussex lort ed them lo < omiiete 
separatelv ^ Wh.il alxnil West South and 
Mid Glamorgan^y orkshin* loo would 
subdivide like bar (eitaniulllplving but 
they already have .iboiit 2b{ oinmitli i s 
too itianv so there would be no piobk in in 
administeiing the newly loi nii d 
mint (ountK saseifit lentiy asllu (ui k nl 
r oiinly t lub runs itself 
York-»hlreCCCIs olrourse living pi ool 
that sport and politu s should nut be 
allowed to mix 1 here has never bi en an 
Iron Sightse reen nor a M<irylrbane Wall to 
(11 imble and le<ive c n< kel in dtsan ay so 
with any Iu( k we c an lorget woi Id c*\ enls 
anci get on with enjoying the c ric ket 
Cricket s neuti al observe! s ha\ e vel to be 
issued with helmets unlike their United 
nations counterparts around the world 


WISDEN CRICKET MONTHLY 



If Europe can 
play as a team in 
the Ryder Cup so 
as to be strong 
enough to beat 
the Americans, 
then why not in 
cricket too? 
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But the talking point oi 
the tourney was 
Rossetti's faitytale 
success, one which 
almost gave him the 
unique honour of 
winning the 
championship as a 
qualifier. Flavine made 
his mark in the Stellite 
ciirui^by making the 
(Inal in Cochin and the 
last eight at FHinc and 
Indore. Rossetti was still 
well short of direct 
qualification standards 
for the Challenger. At 
588,ranked lower than 
even India's K.G 
Ramesh. Rossetti 
showed he was only 
starting to realise his 
immense potential. Even 
as others strugled to win 
matches in what was 
definitely a stronger field 
than the Satellite. 
Rossetti made smooth 
progress leaving in his 
wake third seed Xavier 
Daufresne (world No 
194), fifth seed Andrew 
Sznajdcr (No. 231 who 
played for Canada In 
World Group Davis Cup 
competition last year), 
Brian Devening. an 
up-and-coming 
American, and AndreJ 


T IlEYallcanie 
from different 
parts of the 
globe tor the $ 
25.000 Bangalore 
Challenger—Georgia. 
Latvia. Russia, the U.S . 
Brazil. The Netherlands. 
Spain, Gennany, 
Denmark and Britain. 


But none of I he players 
relished the KSLTA 
Stadium hard courts as 
much as the Italians did. 
If was quite in the fitness 
of things that two of 
them—^Mario Visconti 
and Ettore 

Rossetti—contested the 
final, and the better 


Visconti: as tough as nails 


player held his nerve to 
emerge triumphant. Yes 
indeed, Visconti richly 
deserved the $ 36Q0 
pay-cheque as ivell as 
the valuable 50 ATP 
points. 


Merinov, an elegant 
left-hander from Russia. 
Indeed, it needed all of 
Visconti's skill and 
temperament to thwart a 
nervous and luckless 
Rossetti In the final. 

Ifthe Indians' showing 
was not as spectacular 
as the Italians' It was not 









ATP CHALLENCER, BANGALORE 

IAN STALLIONS 


too dlsheartenini; cither. 
Zeeshan All and I-eander 
Paes won a couple of 
rounds each and were 
only beaten, not 
disgraced. In (he quarter 
flnals. Srinlvasan 
Vasudevan followed up 
his creditable three-set 
win over Gasbarrl with 
another thoroughly 
typical and elllclent 
baseline-oriented 
display against 
S/najder. llie 
24-year-old Sznajder. 
was staring at 
deleat doivn 3-6,2- 4. As 
one la.st desperate eflort. 
S/na]der {-hanged 
tactics and turned 
aggressive. Vasu. 
serving big down the 
middle (he had eight 
ares), was caught 
napping by the change of 
pare Siinajder adopted 
with his net-play and 
mid-court forays. This 
was a sure way of 
pushing Vasu Into a 
comer, as he never 
ventures to the net .come 
what may. Anyone tiying 
to beat Vasu at his own 
game Is bound to get Into 
trouble. 

Just like Vasu. 
Zeeshan had a point to 
prove, and the 
Challenger for him was 
to be a voyage of 
rediscovery. He certainly 
could not have chosen a 
better occasion to regain 
touch and confidence 
than his match with 
much-fancied German 
Udo Riglewskl, Haying 


his strokes with the flair 
and abaudon of a man 
who once threatened to 
break Into the world's top 
100. Zeeshan rolled past 
Michael Stlch's Dam 
Cup doubles partner (in 
the semis against the 
U S. last year) with a fair 
degree ol ease and 
aiithonty. 

Zeeshan maintained 
that silken fluency In the 
encounter against 
Dutchman Jovst 
Wmnink and for a set 
against Merlnov In the 
quarters before falling 
prey to an Injury 
sustainetl the previous 
day The muscle pull on 
(he left leg did not look 
like bothering him as he 
sailed through the first 
set 6-4. Hut as Merlnov 
realised the Indian's 
genuine handicap, he 
got clever and engaged 
Zeeshan In longer rallies. 
Unable to put too much 
pressure on that left foot, 
Zeeshan had no option 
but to tiy for one-stroke 
rallies, "That was tlie 
only way 1 could hang on 
there," said Zeeshan 
after the match, the 
disappointment,too real 
and heartbreaking. 

"Just when I was playing 
well, this had to happen! 

1 could have won this 
match had 1 been fully fit. 
and then, who knows 
what would have 
happened?" 

Forced to use a 
wicketkeeper's imier 


glove. I’aes adjusted well 
enough to bnish a.slde 
Da\id Kacharava. the 
least Impressive of the 
three Georgians. But 
ha\ing recovered from 
the right-palm blister 
problem. Paes ran Into a 
detemilned Soresini 
Rushing t(X) much 
rather than letting the 
ball come onto the 
racket. Pars was 

fortunate to get past 
Soresini. It was quite 
olnious (hat he would 
have to pull up his s(X'ks 
if he wished to beat 
Visconti in the next 
round. Unfortunately. It 
turned out to be one of 
those days when the 
serves just would not 
land. Missing al'out 90"i) 
of his first deliveries was 
as g(XKl as committing 
haraklil against 
somebody serving hard 
and fast, and possessing 
a sound allround game. 
That Paes could still 
.stretch Visconti— the 
scoreline read 7-5.7-6 
(7-4)—was a tribute to the 
youngster's gnttlness 
and fighting spirit. While 
these have a>ways been 
his strong points, along 
with his serve-and-volley 
game. Paes has still to 
develop a sound 
all-court game. With 
time being on his side— 
hewillbe 19in 
June—there is no cause 
for alarm vis-a-vis 
India's best tennis talent 
light now. 

A word on the 


Theindians 
performed well but 
it was the Italians 
who dominated 
with their fluent 


tennis 



org<inlsallon. No one 
could have done a better 
job than the Tennis 
Players' AsscK'lation of 
Karnataka (Tenpak), 
who workeii In harmony 
with the Karnataka State 
Tennis Associullon to 
make the second 
Challenger just as 
memorable as the one 
last year. 1'hc facilities at 
the kSLTA Stadium 
complex are excellent, 
and meet the high 
standards of the ATP 
perfectly. And. as 
tournament director P.L. 
Reddy rightly pointed 
out, barring Cak-utta 
there is no better centre 
for hosting an 
international tourney of 
this nature. South Club 
surely can stage a 
Challenger or a 
high-profile Satellite. 

But will the Bengal Lawn 
Tennis Association bid 
and honestly l(x>k (ora 
wealthy sponsor? 

AmHava Das Oapta, 
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NOSTALGIA 


Partab Ramchand 


recalls the first Test 


match that India won 


at Chepauk, Madras, 


on February 10,1952 


C Iini'AlJK A 

h<iil()wc(]^i(>un(i 
tl( h iiM rl( kf tin)> 
ItadiUoti A IpsI 
cttUrpwhKhhas 
not only puKlmod 
njorecU (islv« ipsiilts than any 
othf I intlu <ountry but isalsoraie 
that has wilm ss< d more histone 
(K (aslons than any ot he i vrnup 
I ike SimilGavaskai sJCIhlest 
huneheel in 1983 whit h teiok him 
past Dtin Hi adni.in s ion^ standing 
mark ot 29 Like Mirwani s wtirld 
re t oi d haul ol 16 wlrkets on debut 
In 1988 Andpiobablymost 
histoik of all till'tied lest in 1986 
Hut out steiiy date's back to 
1 ebriiary 10 1932 It die! see m that 
tie sllny h.id willt d that the most 
imput taut landmark in the history 
ol indl.in 11 K kt 1 be sc iiipted at 
C lie pauk Like Indki s first ever 
le st Mttory 

Hv 1932 less than live years 
alte 1 intlp|}t ncle lie e Indian S[m>i t 
h<itl alii ady stai It d making a 
niai k Only a It w months before 
during the* first Asian Games at 
New Delhi India had unexpec tedly 
won the lootb.ill gold nu'dal In 
hoe kt y we we i e still the dominant 
natiem In the world Hut in the 
otheTnia|eu team game ciieket we 
had still tobie ak the duck 
Suit we tiki lia\e> our moments 
like Vi|ay Ha/.irt seonngat entury 
in eat h innings til a Test against 
Austialia at Adt laide And like 
India e oming tantalisingly t lose In 
vlt tory over Wt st Indie s at iinmbay 
in February 1949 Hut tlu fat I was 
that 24 Tests had Ijt t n played by 
India bt'foreFebniaiy 1952 Half of 
them had been lost and the othei 
half drawn And wilfi India due to 
tour England In 1952—always a 
tough assignment—the final lest 
against England at Chepauk 
preset 'eel us with our best chance 


AN APPOINTMENT WITH 

HIS 
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Actually It was thought that India 
would register a victory earlier in 
the series. India was actually the 
favourites to win the series for the 
England team which was hardly a 
representative of the country. 

With players like Hutton. 
Compton, May. Bedser, Evatis and 
Laker not coming, the squad 
hardly have been England at their 
strongest. And yet. the first three 
Tests had beep drawn and then 
surjnlslngly England won the 


fourth at Kanpur in three days. 

Still there was something fra^le 
about this England team, llic 
question was whether India's 
batsmen and bowlers had the 
ability to exploit their weaknesses. 
It was answered in the afllrmatlve. 
in the most emphatic manner 
during four memorable days at 
Chepauk. 

These days it is the imposing 
M.A. Chidambaram stadium that 
dominates Chepauk. Not so 40 


years ago. Those were the days 
when laige trees all around the 
ground gave it an old English air. 
and the wicket, true to reputation, 
was always sporting. Fortunately 
that has remained so. 

England were without their 
captain N.D. Howard and vice 
captain D.B. Carr led the side. 
Winning the loss and electing to 
l>at, Carr was oiTto a good start, but 
England were dismissed for266on 
the opening day. Vinoo 
Mankad—then the commanding 
figure oflndlan crlckei—look eight 
wickets for 55, the first time an 
Indian bowler had taken as many 
wickets. 

The highlight of the first day was 
an engrossing duel between him 
and Graveney. Time and again 
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Mankad drewGraveney out of the 
crease with his tantalising flight. 
And the elegant England ^tsman. 
then Just starting out on a Test 
career that lasted till 1969, met the 
challenge head-on by boldly 
driving him. But then along came a 
ball from Mankad that lured 
Graveney out of the crease to bring 
off a smart stumping. It was the 
first of four stumpings during the 
day. 

Tliere was no play on February 7, 
as a mark of respect to King George 
VI who had passed away in London 
the previous day. Hostilities 
resumed on February 8 and India, 
batting almost two full days for a 
total of457 for nine, declared to put 
the match in the correct 
perspective. Pankaj Roy. then the 
'wonder boy' of Indian cricket 
scored his second hundred of the 







series the Itrst to gel two hundreds 
In his debut sci les untti someone 
< ailed SnnII Gavaskar improved 
this to (our hundreds almost 20 
veaislald 

I’ollv Unit ti»ar t oining In at no 7 
haiiuiu led <in iinljeaten 130 to 
In Ip t onsulidate the good start that 
Roy had given lndi.i But theie is a 
stoiy hook ini iitent about how 
Uinrigat got his hundred Umrigar 
should not ha\ e Ijeen in the team at 
all after lailing In lour Tests he 
had been replac i d by Adhikan for 
the MadrasTest He only 
s« rambled bat k on I he morning ot 
the matt h as Adhikan was Injured 
And as the tilt he goes the rest 
was histoi-y It was tiie first ot 
Umngars 12 hundreds lot India 

With two more days lelt and India 
191 1 uns ahead a \ It tory was well 
onihetaids But there were the 
disbelievers who pointed out to 
what happened at New Delhi in the 
first Test when India were In a 
similat position On that oct asion 
Engkmd were bowled out lor 203 


(Left) Panka) Roy acorad hla 
second century of the aeries 
setting India off to a good start; 
(right) VInoo Mankad took eight 
wnckets for 55 which sounded 
the death knell for the England 
team 

and India replied with 418 for six 
declared But a great Aghtback 
spread over two days had seen 
England (lose the game with an 
honourable draw 
However the Chepauk wicket 
was very different from the Kotla s 
As any true sporting wicket it 
helped the bowlers on the last two 
days oi the match And on a 
responsive pitch Mankad and 
Ghulam Ahmed destroyed 
England on the fourth day 
February 10 by taking four 
wickets each The visitors were 
dismissed for 183 runs leaving 
India winners by an Irmings and 
elf^truns AndasGoplnathheld 
last man Statham off the bowling of 
Mankad the clock atop the pavilion 


showed 2 54pm 

What an emphabc manner to 
register the first victory* As one wag 
put It. We could have won earlier, 
but wanted to win by an innings so 
we decided to wait And another 
wag chimed in We t ould have won 
earlier, but wanted to wait till the 
25th sliver Jubilee Test before 
winning 

Mess^es poured In from all over 
the country—including President 
Rajendra Prasad and ^me 
Minister Nehru—and the world 
And while they were worded 
differently the theme was that it 
was the greatest day in Indian 
cricket So Chepauk kept its tryst 
with destiny and History And has 
been maintaining such trysts, for 
the last 40 years 

These then were the men who 
made up that Indian team V S 
Hazare (captain) SMushtaqAU.P 
R(^. L Amamath. V M. Mankad. 

D G. Phadkar. P R. Umrigar, C D 
Gopinath.RV.Divecha.P Sen 
and Ghulam Ahmed # 







KARATE 


THE POWER OF THE EMPTY HAND 
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w< t k we are 

X * again sliessing 
thelmporlame 
ofptriei ting the 
stance As we move 
towards the adN anted 
stages it IS vital that 
your stance—in this 
case kibd rfathf—be 
strong enough to 
withstand ail attacks If 
not even a weaker less 
skilled opponent will be 
able to beat you in 
combat 

Klbd dac hi is good for 
strengthening the knee 
Joints and thigh 
muscles so vital for 
strong kicks 

■ySMvaii 



'> J.U II' 


Kids, girls, boys...tlisy'rs sH dssdiy ssrious when 

prsetieing their stance—Mba-dschl 

(as shown In lnBat>-«t Ganguly’s class at Safari Park 












W HENan, 
empire 
crumbles. 
Its 

aftershocks travels far 
beyond its expected 
realm of devastation, 
affecting life and htsb»y 
In m 3 fri^ different'waya. 
In great many quarters < 
other than politics and 
geography. 

When the Soviet Union 
collapsed as the last 
unsuccessful 
ejqiertment of united 
nationhood brought 
about through 
imperialistic might, it 
was not on(y the world's 
cartographers, and 
politicians who were 
plunged into confusion, 
butsporiloo ’ 
encountemd the menace 
ofhew. unfamiliar > 
equations, Which would' 
make their far-reaching 
Impact on sporting 
hlsloiy in the days to 
come. 

. Themo^hauntlng 
question at the moment 
la.^wholsgoingto 
reinresent the erstwhile. 
Soviet Union in the 
Barcelona Olympics? 
And since no sin^e. 
nation now exists as' 
Soviet Union, how will 
the vi^d be iUted by'the 
others~^e small 


Sport in the 
crumbling 
Soviet 
Union... 
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As a superpower crumbles politically^ so does its once fean 
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' Mor§tei(^(^i% 
iipealMng, wlU&n^ take 
^ i)jmit)(tbe6am<!aas 
8^;>arate natlotia eras 
p^ofa cemmonn^alth 
or confedi^tlfm. woilteci 
out by tliefr emergent 
leader Boris Yeltsiln. 

’ And the more presskig 
Vquesdim is; if they 
decide to form a group of 
nations for the 
Olympics, how will they ' 
select their teams? 

According to reports 
received so far a move is 
a^t to r^se a common 
hind, financed by most of 
the republics, to send a , 
fulloontirigentor 
athletes to the Winter 
Games, FelnruaTy8-23, 

In AlbertviUe. France, on 
an ei^rimental basis. 

. And Ifthe mission proves 
y successful, am 
additional million will 
be raised to ccwer the 
, oqidnMs foraendlnga 
. te^tothe Summer 
Oj^yomtcs, July 2&—Aug. 
0hiE^urceIona. 

; ' Bii^.h^Wll] they ' 

'. S^leclt.^irtfSBms? 

‘ I V.1^I^;^em1athatln 

thcplclureofspottlsfar 
iJass cje^^than 
-^’befbt^'JBsenlfa 

-i.iteitebmde^ 
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thedelagatesaboutthe 1 %h«8lmihigpfiot!c^^ 
.sete^mofsbme v ^^Wfllhavecdhtliaied ' ,. 
'|d^Qf^.'!tcanbeeasd)|y / 'success,butinar^other' 
> Wreseen that each sportswlltbe 

I republic will by to push h^'pre^ed to survive, 

in as many of her Moreover, the present 

’ sport^rsons Into the talent pool will a^cwt 

squadas possible; It can certainly be shrii^g. 

also be predicted that ihe and ifthe former Baltic 
resultant controversies republics, Lithuania, 

wUl constantly threaten Latvia and Estonia really 

to wreck the decide to compete in 

’ confederh^n's Barcelona as separate 

existence and piwh the nations, the crisis will 

republics Intogreater deepen further, 

chaos. Some sports officials 

Surprisingly, however, from the 

experts say that even If newly-lndependenl 

the Soviets are reduced Ukraine said recently 

to a group of feuding that they hoped to have 

republics, they nre stlU their own team in time 

expected to ’ . for the 1994 Whiter, 

maintain their position Games. And don’t fOiget. 

op top of the medal although a large 

standings at both . percentage of Soviet 

AlberivUleand athletes are Russian, . 

Barcelona. If they can sortM of ttie most 

reaUydothaLtlmtwlllbe celebrated ones, 

a mind-blowing indudlnggymnastOlga 

achievement, indeed, Korbut, sprinter Valeri 

But the problem is that Borzov and pole vautter 
beyond 1992 the future Seigel Bubka, are from 

ofSovlet sport really .tbeUtoalne. 

looks rather bleak. And. more 

glvlngHttle mdlcaOons dlstresahi^y, as latest 

that the ptmdits' reports ctmie In, th«e 

forecasts would even seems to be no guarantee 

comCtrue. that the republics will get 

It Is a fact d»t the ' along well enough to 

.governments of the makeajttotCMyinplc ’ 

republics will certainly eflert. While the l2 

And itncjd to impossible republics are likefy to 

to fund the sportiz^ infra march behind the Soviet 
struettfrethat they haVe hammcr-and-sickle and 

now-lU^fbrtijstance. st^ at attention to the 

the special schcols and , Sovlet«»tbcmln 

4tib8thatUlstothef:i^frta ^bCitviUe.rtatelaJsfinwti 

toachesaad^. 11 of the republfcs. 

sttiet«Sii;;|fo‘^sp6ft excludingRussla^havte 


afhtetes^<i^4(mi!^ 
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porting infrastructure^ Where will Soviet sport go from here? 





FOR SOCCER'S Hi 


H EVman. 

watinageta 
World Cup *94 
T-shirt tor $5? 
Or get yourself 
photographed with the 
glittering FA World Cup 
In a computer-generated 
plastic frame lor $ 15? Or 
Just want to come fare to 
lace with the Silvio 
Gozzangia-designed 
trophy, and be In close 
proximity to sport's most 
^orlous heritage'^ 

This is your chance of a 
lifetime 

Ifyou want your 
dreams to come true. 

Just grab your chance 
now For. while 
non-sportlngyatras are 
making news in India, a 
footballing long march of 
unique character In the 
faraway United States Is 
now arousing curiosity 
and Interest in a game 
the vast country has 
never been familiar with 
And how 

A 60 feet, giant, blue 
white and red truck 
packed with various 
World Cup memorabilia. 
Including the Cup Itself 
is now traversing the 
length and breadth of the 
huge continent to make 
soccer, and the 
forthcoming World Cup. 
more acceptable and 
adorable to a nation so 
much given to athletics, 
tennis and baseball. A 
natloi? that has never 
shown the slight est 
interest in a game the 



Chuck Gala, tha kay man 
bahind thatour, poaaa 
with tha trophy along 
with coHoaguaa and tna 
FIPAchlaf Joao 
Havalanga (mlddla, 
toraground) 

yatra, known as (he 
World CupTTophyTour, 
Is one ofthe bluest and 
most unique campaigns 
ever launched ty a World 
Cup host, and will come 
to an end only in June 
1994 when the big show 
actually starts. 

"Our gcml Is to bring 
the trophy to the little 
kids so that t^ey can see 



whole world has followed 
so passionately throu^ 
the ages. 

nils four-year-long 


the trophy face to face 
and realise the true 
significance of the World 
Cup. It will give them a 
sense of history, they will 
also be able to feel the 
emoUrmthatisso 
inseparably attached to 
the Cup." said Don 
Schulte. Director of 
Marketing of the World 
Cup USA ‘94 committee, 
explalnlr^ the aim of the 
project. 

And the method is 
simple. The huge van 
stopped at various 
points en route to New 
York fix’the World Cup 
draw on Decembers. At 








GRESS 

LY GRAIL 


A unique World Cup yatra aimed 
at popularising soccer in the land 
of baseball, is now traversing the 
whole of the US, and the response 
it has been receiving provided a 
good omen for the Cup’s success 
on an alien soil... 


every point, the trophy 
was displayed to the 
public under heavy 
security cover, while 
other World Cup 
merchandise were put 
on sale. 

The proceeds from the 
sales are supposed to 
partly sponsor the tour, 
though big-time 
sponsors like Coca Cola. 
I^hps, Mars, Cannon, 
JVC. Mastercard and 
Fuji film have also come 
forward to help 

Initially, the 
organisers had plans to 
start with two or three 
locations and tour the 
country through the 
major soccer territories 
But later. Urey decided to 
include the baseball 
country too, especially 
those in the mid western 
regions. 


IfyGM^ivtittyour 

drcamitocoiiit 


tnii^liiftgnAiyoiir 



nowtroming 

tlMVistcoiiiiiiyliti 

n twb ti t famiBar 

wHIi«h 


that the organisers 
stumbled upon the 
concept of the tour. As 
Chuck Cale, the Chief 
Executive Officer of the 
organising committee, 
revealed, Uie trophy was 
once left out of its vault 
by mistake, and Cale. 
raising that the world's 
most coveted sporting 
object was in danger of 
being stolen, took it to 
his car and drove off to 
watch his daughter's 
soccer practice session. 

And that's when Cale 
came across the first 
reactions that eventually 
gave him the idea of the 
tour. The kids were 
simply thrilled to see the 
historic trophy, much to 
Cale's pleasant surprise. 

A bi^er surprise, 
however, awaited Cale at 
home. As soon as he 
returned, Cale received a 
phone call and the 
mother of one of the kids 
said that her daughter 
cried after kissing the 
cup. Now she wanted to 
know if it was actually 
the World Cup. And 
when Cale convinced her 
that it really was. she too 
broke down sobbing, 
struggling to continue 
the conversation. 

"Immediately the 
limits were on in my 
head," saidCale, "If that 
was the reacti(»i of a 
10-year-old here, what 

Onsofthapoatws 

pubHcMngtIwtour 


about the rest of the 
countiy'7 And theyatra 
began. 

Predictabfy enou[^. 
all alotlg the tour the 
public response has 
swung between two 
extremes A Russian 
immigrant in Dallas 
wept in ecstasy, seeing 
the trophy right in front 
of him, while a man in 
Chicago asked what the 
fuss was all about. After 
being told, he naively, "Is 
that World Cup some 
kind of a boat race?" 

Others think the tour 
was premature. Yet 
others suggest that the 
organisers should have 
postponed the tour till 
after the Barcelona 
Olympics, since the 
Amertcanswillbe 
dreaming of other things 
and sports in that period^ 

The tour's climax, 
however, came when it 
reached New York in 
December last. A big 
crowd greeted the Cup at 
the Paramount Theatre 
in Madison Square, and 
according to Kelr 
Radnedge of Wtaid 
Soccer, the first World 
Cup traffic Jam in the US 
threw the nihole of New 
York QMt of gear. 

It certain^ is a good 
omen, and ifall goes well, 
the American World 
Cup. belying all fears 
and pessimism, may 
eventually prove a grand 
success. 


5f 


It was only by 
ci^cldence, however. 
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EXMIPLE 


T he Women's 
International 
Pro Tennis 
council is sick 
and tired of big names 
regularly dropping out of 
tournaments to play 
more profitable 
exhibition matches. The 
biggest culprit obviously 
being Monica Seles. 

And it is mainly 
because of her that the 
council have adopted a 
policy where lines will be 
five times more 
expensive. The 
increased rate is—those 
ranked No. 1 to No. 4, $ 


SPORTING 


I 


of wh/ch were set aside 
far use by corporate 
sponsors. 

Pedro Fontana, 
director genaraJ of die 
'B^ucelona Olympic 
Organising Committee, 
blamed high prices and a 
vmridwide recession for 
these cancellations. 
Fontana said further 
cuts in room resen^tion 
may be forthcoming if 
sponsors continue to 
scale back their Olympic 
plans. 

“The World economic 
situation has Influenced 
these people who don't 
feel the need tobeatthe 
Olympic Games," he •. 
said.. 



While SelM made th« 
mistakes the rest of 
the players have to 
pay for it 

100,000:No.5toNo,8$ 
50.Q00;No.9toNo.20.$ 
2S 600 andNo. 21 toNo. 
50,$ 12,500. 


This new decision is 
called "Monica Seles 
fines" and rightly so! 


HOTEL ROOMS TO LET 


FTBR months of 
italkaboiita severe 


housing short^e for the 
Summer Olympics at 
Barcelmia, it now 
appears that there could 
be a housing smj^us as 
organisers have 
cancelled400ilrsi-class 


HI THE TRAP _ 

T HISisaspystoiy 
with no end. A 
2&-year'-ol^y}rDfessional, 
from Ghana, 


hotd reservations, ttmny ] Martin Amadume, 













Martin Amadume, apy 
or golfer? 

arrived In Canada 
purportedly to play In the 
Canadian Open, llie 
truth behind his sudden 
decision to land up at 
Toronto was that he was 
on the run. 

He had learnt that 
according to the 
Ghanaian government 
he stood accused of 
transmitting 
information between 
dissidents in Ghana and 
exiles abroad. 

Afraid that Ghanaian 
ofilciais would track him 
down he landed up in 
Canada. He eventually 
applied to the Canadian 
immigration office for 


status as a refugee, but 
his request was denied. 

Roman Melnyk. an 
immigration consultant 
who pleaded Amadume's 
case last saw him in a 
holding cell at Pearson 
International Airport. 

"He was sitting alone". 
Melnyk said. 

"He sat there with a little 
bag and his coat, and he 
was weeping." 

Hiat was the last 
anyone ever saw him, his 
fate is unknown. 


FROM HIKING TO GOLF 


/ ’ Tis common for 
hikera to carry their 
gear In knapsacks that 
hang by two shoulder 
straps across their back. 
Now the Wilson Sporting 
Goods Companyhas 
introduced a golf bag 
with two shoulder 
straps, modelled alter 
the backpack. The new 
bag Is designed to 
balance the weight of the 
clubs more evenly across 
the back. 

"Onceyou see It, Tt 
kind of hits you in the 
bead, "said Jim 


Grundbeig, Wilson’s 
business manager." You 
can't believe the idea has 
been around Ibr so loryg 
and yet nobody has 
caught on toft." 

Called the Levltatmr, It 
la more comfortable to 
carry and reduces the 
strain of shouldering 
around a heavy bag 
loaded down withgcdf 
clubs. 



D lDNTIntematlonal 
Olympic Committee 
president, Juan Antonio 
Samaranch slam the 
door on any more new 
Olympic countries for 
1992? 

According to him. not 
entirely. "We open the 
door to national Olympic 
committees that split in 
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two or three." 

Samaranch said. Thfe 
iiMans that breakway 
Yugoslav republics. 
Skiveniaand ChoaUacan 
compete in the Winter 
Olympics at AlbertvlUe 
and the Summer 
Olympics at Barcelona 
...If the United Nations or' 
some European country 
recognises them first. 

Heard ofbacktracking? 


rWHE US Soccer 
JL Federation recently 
scheduled two matches 
with the ‘Soviet Union’, 
though It la difficult to 
determine what team 
will oppose the United 
States. In any case. It la 
now being called 'Russia ’ 
In official 

correspondence and the 
game programme. 

The problem has a 
much more deeper 
impact on world football 
than one can think of. 

The real concern Is, what 
will happen in the 
European 

Championships and 
World Cup qualifying. If 
every single republic 
orders their players not 
to play—like Croatia 
did In Yugoslavia — 
they might have 
to Held a weakened 
all-Russlan team. 


The new goH bag 
using the backpack 













NATIONAL VOLLEYBALL 


A Tamil Triumph 


Tamil Nadu and Railways lifted the men’s and women’s titles in this 
year’s Senior National Volleyball championships. But the standard 
was abysmal as usual, and the future looks none too bright. As usual 


T amil NADU 

men and 
Railways 
women retained 
their titles in the 40th 
Senior National 
Volleyball 

Championship held at 
Mananchira Maldan, 
Kozhikode (Kerala). This 
Is the second 
consecutive year, Tamil 
Nadu emerged victorious 
and Indian Railways won 
for the sixth consecutive 
Ume. 

The eight-day national 
championship attracted 
entries from 23 men 
teams and 18 women 
teams divided in four 
groups. In the men’s 
groupings three teams 
each from Group Aand B 
and one team each from 


for the knock-out 
£uarter*flnals and as 
expected Andhra, Tamil 
Nadu and Services 
qualified from Group A 
while Kerala. Railwa 3 rs 
and Delhi from Group B, 
and Karnataka and 
Madhya Pradesh from 
group C and D 
respectively. 

Andhra Pradesh, yet to 
recover from the sudden 
death of their 
international Abdul 
Baslth, in fact, started 
promisingly In their 
0(oup engagements and 

The Tamil Nadu nwn 
aiarathawinnarsof 
;thaM.iyi.Joaaph 
lllsmorial Trophy 


had even defeated Tamil 
Nadu in a five-set 
thriller. The well-knit 
side with dlmunitlve 
International 
Venkatanarayana in 
command,displaced 
Delhi to meet Indian 
Railways in the 
semir finals’. 

Indian Railways led by 
International Jyotlsh 
who captained India In 
the SAF Games to victory 
were hardly allowed to 


function Iqr the young 
Andhra team. The 
semi-final between 
Railways and Andhra 
Pradesh was an insipid 
affair and Andhra were 
right on command from 
the b^iwing Itself. 

Tamil Nadu men 
improved from game to 
game, and they were 
definitely a superior side 
In the finals. Ihor 
brushed aside Madhya 
Pradesh in the quarter 


finals before taking a 
star-studded Kerala in 
the semi-finals. 
However, contrary to 
expectations, Kerala 
succumbed in straight 
games to Tamil Nadu 
who have five 
intematioiuds in their 
ranks. 

In the finals. Andhra 
failed to strike their 
earlier form and with 
Tamil Nadu getting the 
required form in the 
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flnals. they were fisu* 
superior. However, the 
encounter lacked the 
intensity of the first 
encounter in the league 
ph^e wdilch went to five 
sets m favour of Andhra. 
It was a smooth start for 
Tamil Nadu, when they 
surged ahead at 9-6 with 
Madhu and Sivaraman 
changing the very 
complexion of the game 
Thereafter. TamU Nadu 
never looked back and 
the errors committed by 
Andhra also proved a 
blessing to the 
opponents to wrap the 
first set easily The 
second and ^Ird games 
were as easy as the first, 
and they posted an easy 
15-8,15-2,15-5 victory 
to bag the M.HJoseph 
Memorial Trophy for the 
third time 
The women’s finals 
between Railways and 
Tamil Nadu was a low 
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key one except in the flrtft 
set when Tamil Nadu put 
up a spirited display to 
comer the set. 15-6, in 
Just 15 minutes. Ihe 
setback spurred 
Railways to counter 
attack with better 
co-ordination and 
confidence. Saloml 
Xavier was ably 
supported by Sheeba 
and Daisy and slowly the 
pressure saw cracks in 
the Tamil Nadu defence 
The Railways finally won 
at6-15.15-7:15-5.15-7 
The Kerala men 
defeated Indian 
Railways and 
Maharashtra women 
overcame Punjab in a 
five-set dual to finish 
third The standards at 
this year's 
championship has 
tfisappolntlng and the 
future does not look 
bright at all. 

MP.Sarssb 
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O H mynthing 
head’ Did we 
hcai stinieone 
say that ’ 

Headac hes remain one of 
the mosttommon 
ailments to beiall the 
man ot today and even 
thoni^h we have taken 
^iant stildes in the Held 
ol medk me we have yet 
to (ome tip with a totally 
aut c esslul t ure for 


headaches In fact there 
la veiy little deflnlte 
information that ive have 
about headaches It 
remains one of the 
mysteries of science 
Most of you can relate to 
headaches and everyone 
has had a big (nay. 
sphtUng) one at/ine time 
or other 

Perhaps it was when 
you were a kid and you 
bumped your head 
against something hard 
and your head started 
paining Or it could have 
hit you the day aftei you 
stayed up the whole 
night when vou were in 
college studying for the 
exam the next day. (it s 
worseifyou still tailed to 
get through the paper) 

Or maybe it stnickyou 
the day you closed a 
business deal, oi the day 
you are to start on your 
vacation And remember 
the killer headac he that 
you had the day after you 

Massaging the head 

and shoulders should 

give you some relief 

from headaches 


drank ail those beers at 
the party. 

Unpredictability and 
suddenness are two 
factors that go down vety 
well with headaches. 

In today's worid. filled 











with stress, headaches 
are more common, but 
one thing that has been 
noticed i.s that people 
who arc into fitness, very 
seldom complain about 
headaches. Though 
there is no direct relation 
(or at least nothing has 
been proved as yet) 
between exercise and 
headaches, fitness 
enthusiasts sutler less 
from headaches. Maybe 
because they exen ise 
more care when it comes 
to their food habits 
Headaches have been 
linked to cheese, 
chocolate, liquor 


In a very small 
minority of people, 
headaches happen as a 
result of ph 3 rsical 
exertion. An exertional 
headache happens when 
the exertion has been so 
high that there are 
minute tears in the 
muscles of the neck, 
trapezius or shoulder 
muscles, or when some 
sort of vascular change 
occurs in a vessel 
affected by exertion. It 
can also be caused by the 
oxygen debt which 
comes alter strenuous 
exercise. 

The most common 
headaches, however, do 
not come from food or 
low bkxxi sugar or 
exertion, but from 
muscle tension. These 
types oi aches start as a 
dull ache wlth'a light 
teehngtnlhehead. 
resulting from chronic 
tension. Muscle 
contraction headaches 
may result from muscle 
strain in the deltoids. 



Headaches produced by 
food and drinks can be 
prevented as soon as you 
stop eating those 
foodstuffs. Even low 
blopd-pressure can give 
you headaches,but 
serious Ixxfybullders 
avoid this because they 
eat to keep their blood 
sugar stable so that they 
have more energy to 
train. 


neck extensors, lace or 
scalp muscles. That is 
why a massage of these 
affected parts may 
relieve you ot the 
headache. This muscle 
tension is usuaUy the 
result of a mechanically 
poor posture, such as 
the secretary who 
spends her day at the 
phone, holding the 
receiver with her neck 
and shoulder while she 
types. Or it can be the 
6use of a designer who 
stands hunched over his 
drawlnff board for long 


hours at a stretch. 

Headache comes from 
the nerves and muscle 
vessels of the head, not 
the nerve receptors of the 
brain (as Is commonly 
misconceived) because 
the brain has no nerves. 
Pain comes from the 
dilation of blood vessels. 
Thus the throbbing 
sensation happens when 
the vessels dilate the 
systole of the heart. 

Interestingly, stress 
headaches often hit after 
the stres.s period is over. 
Mental stress can 
tighten and constrict 
your muscles. When the 
stress ends the vessels 
dilate and that's when 
i he headaches hit. The 
same is true with coflee 
headaches. Caffeine in 
the blood constricts the 
blood vessels. An 
addicted coffee drinker 
who goes without coffee 
for sometime may get a 
withdrawal headache 
because of the rebound 
vessel dilation. 

The good thing about 
these headaches—from 
coffee, food. stress or 
muscle contraction -Is 
that they can be 
prevented and they are 
ameunabic to treatment. 
Massage, relaxation, 
aspirin or analgesics. 
po.sturaI modlflcatlons. 
sleep and the avoidance 
of the symptoms will 
cure these headaches. 

These prevention 
methods are for the 
normal headaches. 

What about migraines? 
Well, one cannot explain 
the pain ofa migraine 
headache unless one has 
experienced It himself. 
This is the most common 
form of chronic 
headache. They are 
typically strongest on the 
one side of the head and 
can be so severe that It 
may cause nausea, bo<ty 
weakness, speech 
problems, numbness or 


tingling on one side of the 
body and a complete loss 
of appeUte,and worse 
still, they can last for 
days. 

E>^en more severe than 
migraines are the cluster 
headaches, so called 
because they occur In 
episodes where a person 
ran get upto four 
headaches a day. This 
pattern continues for 
days, or weeks and in 
some extreme cases even 
months. 

Then, surprisingly, 
they vanish for a very 
long period only to 
appear again at a time 
when the person Is least 
expecting it. But. 
unfortunately, there's 
very little that medical 
science knows about 
the.se headaches, and 
hence it is very difllcult to 
invent the right 
antidotes. 

But there are some 
methods by which you 
can find out the cause of 
your headaches. Tly 
keeping track of when 
you get headaches. If 
every time you eat 
chocolate or drink 
alcohol, and you get a 
headache then you can 
identify the cause and 
change your behaviour. 

It might Just be a case of 
excesses: too much 
sugar, caffeine nr alcohol 
could be your problem. 

All you need to do to 
escape it is to limit 
consumption. 

But in case the 
headaches don't get 
better then it’s lime to 
head for the doctor's 
chamber because 
there's nothing more 
that you can do. and 
worse still you mif^t be 
suffering from 
something more than 
just a 'headache*. But a 
healthy lifestyle coupled 
with regular exercises 
could Imp these aches 
atbav.0 





This week in the history of sport 


T he round-the-world 
automobile race, 
from New York City to 
Paris via Alaska and 
Siberia, with six cars 
from four nations, began 
on Feb 19,1908, and was 
won by the American 
team six months later. 

A CABLE chess 
(telegraph chc.ss) 
match played between 
10 English and 10 
American players was 


won by the English team 

on Feb 13,1897. 


P RAKASH 
PADUKO! 


MT PADUKONEwonthc 
Dutch Open Badminton 
Championship men’s 
singles title at 
Nleuwegein on Feb 14, 
1989. 

V .JAYARAMANof 
Tamil Nadu 
completed his 
cont inuous clapping 


session of 67 hrs 5 min on 
Feb IS, 1988 and thereby 
set a world record. 

B atting for England 

vs New Zealand at 
Christchurch, on Feb 16, 
1935, Elizabeth 
Alexandra Betty 
Snowball made 188 runs 
—the highest batting 
score for a woman in a 
three-day cricket Test. 

\ T the Olympic 
ZiLlS-km cross | 

country ski race held in 
New York on Feb 17,1980, 


Thomas Wassbeig of 
Sweden won over his , 

rival by the narrow 
margin of one hundredth 
of a second. 

H ^V-PARKYN 
organised a 

university (of Minnesota) 
hockey team which 
played a hockey match 
against the Winnipeg 
Victorias of Canada in 
Minnesota on Feb 18, 
1895. 


A.R. Sharif 


MILESTONES 


RECORD SET: By Andre Cason of the U .S.A In the 60m 
(indoor) race. His timing of 6.45 secs was 3/ 100th 
of a second faster than the existing time posted by 
compatriot Leroy Burrell. 'Ihe reigning Indoor 
world champion set the record at the Coke Light 
Indoor Meet at Ghent. Belgium. 

RECORDSET: In the 400m (Indoor) by Danny Everett 
of the U.S.A in the Stuttgart Indoor Sports Festival. 
His timing was 45.02 secs. 

RECORD SET: 1^ Steve BacklQr of England in the 
(avelin. He threw 91.46 m for this new record. . 
WOO: By Malaysia, the A.sian Women's Squash title. 
They defeated Sri Lanka 5-0 to clinch the title. 


India emtie third. 

OEORRffiD: By the Wrestling Federation of India. 
Jagjit Singh of Punjab, for two years, nils was done 
because he has represented Railways in the 
National Championships when he should have 
represented Sendees. 

RESIQREO: Madhav Mantri as the Treasurer of the 
BCCI foilowlt^ his defeat in the Bombay Cricket 
Association election for President. 

TO LEAVE; Bobby Robson as coach of PSVElndhoven 
when his two year contract expires at the end of the 
season. ‘ 











Give the guy 
abreeik 


E % VEN^at captains like 
Clive Uqyd. Sunil 
m Gavaskar and Greg 
■ Chappell have had to 
cope with defeats and insplte of 
that were retained in the team. And 
It Is no great news when a player 
loses his form for some time. So 
why all this anti-A/har campaign 
being taken up by everyone? He Is 
one player who surely has a lot of 
class and that was never in doubt 
Now that he is going through a 
rough phase everyone is against 
him. coming up with ideas like 
giving up the captaincy and in some 
cases even relinquishing his place 
in the team 

Frequent changes In the Indian 
captaincy have many a times been 
the cause of our downfall, and it 
looks like we have learnt nothing 

Azhar's performance can only 
look up from here 


_RHAILBAG 

firom those Incidents. As for the bad 
performances ly the Indian team 
in Australia, Azhar should not be 
the only one to be blamed. The 
other members of the team also 
have a great responsibility and 
most of the other ‘great’ players 
have not lived up to expectations 
either 

Azhar still has age on his side 
and he IS one person who can really 
t&ke Indian cricket to great 
heights. In the past also he had lost 
his form but then regained it 
eventually. A class player like him 
cannot be out of touch with his 
game for long. So Just give him a 
chance fellas. 

KUMAR DUANANJAY 

O NCE a team goes throu^ a bad 
phase 111 their matches then 
It’s bmc for everyone to pick on 
them and then eveiyone has their 
own opinion on the dismal 
pertormanceoftheteam The same 
is the case with the Indian team in 
Australi .1 Every aspect and every 
act of theirs is coming under the 
microscope and this is surely 
putting a lot of unwanted pressure 
on them 

One aspect ol the Indian team 
that has been cntlcised is the 
failure of the opening pair to build 
up a good score in the beginning. 
But if one reviews the olher 
matches then surprisingly the 
opemng stands of our opponents 
were not much higher than ours. 

Our failure is because of the lack 
of athleticism In the field, read bad 
fleldmg, collapse of the middle 
order totting and of course none of 
the batsmen playing well m the 
slog overs Maybe II we change our 
totting Une-up. so that there is a 
good batsman in the end, then we 
will be m a much more comfortable 
position And of course the 
standard of our fielding has to 
improve considerably if we are to 
ms^e an impression on the world. 
M.PALANI. 

Rammd . 

Disgusting mmmmmmmm 

I Twas indeed sad for the Indian 
supporters to hear about the 
disn^ performances of their 


cricket team in AuatrAlia. When , 
the team left India, people had high 
hopes from the team. Weren’t we 
the team with the best batting 
lineup and with some formidable 
bowlers? Maybe the reason behind 
the tod performances is the 
captain himself. An uninspired 
captain cannot steer his team to 
victory and that is what happened 
to the Indian team. Even when we 
were close to winning a match we 
squandered our chances away and 
as a result lost the game. 

Some questions immediately 
spring to mind If one talks about 
missed chances. Questions like 
why did India opt to bat in the 
morning ses.sion of the Sydney 
Test, on the last day, when they 
had a winning chance? If Saurav 
Ganguly was taken to Australia 
instead of Vinod Kambli on the 
pretext that he could bowl a bit, 
then how come his bowling was not 
if sled even once? 

These questions could best be 
answered by the captain himself 
and one wonders if he has any 
convincing answers for the same 
Whether the Indian selectors 
learnt anything from this tour, and 
their selection of the team, remains 
to be seen 
SAIDAS KHER. 

Calcutta 

Frogammed to WinBHHH 

I Fonewas to go by the reports 
from Australia then the hosts 
surely stand the best chance to win 
the World Cup. and they certainly 
deserve to win too. No other 
country has worked half-as-hard 
to shape up as a well-knit team, and 
that too a team good In all aspects 
of the game. A lot of credit at this 
Juncture should be given to their 
skipper Allan Border who without 
doubt is the motivating factor of the 
team—a captain who believes in 
leading from the front. 

For years to come he will be 
remembered as a great captain, a 
great sportsman and he also will be 
looked upon as a role model for the 
youngsters who are taking up the 
game. 

RONNIE GUHA. 

Calcutta. 


The cover photograph of Imran Khan in this issue is ly Blndu Arora 
and diat (tf Vinod Kambli is iy Harshman Rai. 







TRIVANDRUM 


National 

Basketball 

T he 42iu 1 National Btisk( tb ill 
Championships for int n and 
women plaveilat th< Jiirimv 
GcorHc* Indooi Si idininin 
Ihinivananth ipiii iin Ki lal i 
ended aswaslobt «^p<<l«d in a 
vmiiwhat taiiK liii.ds with 
hoIde*rs 111 both st< tioiis nu n s 
and womens i((«ist( iuii<(as^ 
ei< toil! so\f I llu SirvK < sand 
}*iiii]ab nspectivclv I3utth(i( 
well in.inv (xi ilini'inaK h(s the 
l*iin]abwom( n In int:(in\olv(d in no 
less than thit < of Ihi ni and inanv 
.1 mate h fimohinuon two 
oecasionstlu hosts Kuala) 
whii h t imU el in piott ststhat had to 
h( d( {ld( d hv the tournam< nl 
(omniittK 

liillK nuns final the Indian 
R iilwav s stai nni* the tall duo of 
Afnn I Slm>h (2b points) and Sanjav 
(fOi I |K points) who none halantly 
(eille 11< d lelMiiinds the elMiarnie 
hallhanelle tsand tinei point 
shoolt rsAhdul Hahn Ffamidand 
Siipi ikash and the tool and 


de aelly e ai»er Ram Kumar (25 
points with 2 thn e point«r&) 
oniplaye el the Servie es by 90 
(Kiints to 75 111 spite of 24 points for 
theloseisbyOniPrakash and JJ 
(with (our three pointe‘rs)hv the 
\ olatik S C Mall Se*n le es skipper 
Dai sail Suifih wlioniaelctht plays 
ind se oted 11 left the e out t on the 
fi\e louliule iinehvay in the seeemel 
se ssuin 

In the wome n s final the 
stai studded Indian ICnIways had 
Linda D Sou/a making the pla\ s 
and se orinf* 11 wnth i 
three pointer theelynaniie Aparna 
Ghosh e ollee ting re bounds and 
jump shooting lb points the tall 
Piasanna Kninan see)nng22 
points while Meena W ilia and 
Manisha Na\ ai e ap|x ai ing In hi lel 
spells dispose el oil i’un|ab7H \7 
ForPunjab Pr.ihh)e)t KanrGill 
shot 3 tine e pointers in 18 while 
Kiilwindei|it Kant seoiedabiace eif 
three pointers 

In the women s senii final 
against Kerala Punjab ti.uled 
II 19 at one stage and 2 3 35 at 
the hicMthei but I*iahh]e>t Kaiii 
(all (2b points with a 
thiee (lointtr) Pa\neetKaui 
(le'lionnels and 11 with fi 
three pnintci) skipper 


Parmindei)it Kaurand 
Kulwindet)it Kaui (3suceessiye 
tin e'f potnte rs) led a llghtbac k 
taking F’unjab to a 54 53 vu tory 
ov er the hosts and Into 1 he final 
1 he men s se ml final between 
the Se r\ 1 C es and K<*i ala was 
another thriller Tlie Services 
tiailed 10 32 then 19 40 but hit 
hae k repeatedly through Om 
Prakash (Junioi) (19 points wnth a 
three pointer) skipperDarsaii 
Singh (20 points) and S C Mali (3 
three pointtrs)towdii90 84 
de spite 2 3 points by Kerala skipper 
CV Slimy (with 2 thiee pointers) 

18 by Sigimori Cieorge K 15 by 
IJiuvniiJ Antony ind 13bySuresh 
I he me ti s mate h lied we e n hosts 
Kc I al»i and Delhi for thiid plae e 
erule d in ac i iniony as Keinla led 
b3 bl with time lunningont whe n 
one of then plave is caged while 
coinmittinga’foni Rightly the 
baske t wase ounted hut wiongly 
erne lice thiowwisgiantedtoDelhi 
(Kci ala had 8 fouls) I he Delhi 
team lodged a pi ole si wliic h was 
nplie Id hy the toumame nl 
c ommitte e who oi deicd a replay 
but DcIhi and Keral i then agiee d 

The Indian Railways were the 
winners of the National basketball 
championships 


lllMOUKj}0 

—as- 
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to {ointly share third spot 
The nien s match between Kerala 
and Tamil Nadu ended in a narrow 
vielory for the hosts, but Tamil 
Nadu protested that the 30 set ond 
t lot k. showing 3 set onds left, had 
Ijeen reset to .30 set onds to the 
hosts atlvantage 1 he toumaiiient 
tonimiltee however detldedin 
favout ol Kei aki 

The Bengal women Itisl all thiee 
ol tlu ir Pool matt lies and thus 
were demtitetl to the lowei Pool 
while the men won two .inti lost 
tliiee lemaimngm the lowei Pool 
John O'Abrow 


NEW DELHI 


National Fencing 


D elhi anti Mampui won the 
men s and women s titles 
respeetively in the 5lh National 
Pent mg Championship hosted bv 
Delhi Kent mg Assoi latlon at the 
Unhersllyol Delhi stadium 
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Junior Volleyball 


The Kerala girts were the winners of the Junior volleyball 
cnampionships 


In the women’s set lion. N Usha 
Kani oi Manipur putting on .ui 
impiessive perforiiiant e 
won the epee and foil titles 
Markandey Singh, Lt Governor, 
Delhi distributed the Pn/es 


CALCUTTA 


N. Usha: winner in the women’s 
section 

recently 

There are three fencing 
weapons—foil, epee, and sabre 
They each have different taigct 
areas. To score a hit. a fencer must 
touch his opponent's target area 
with the tip or edge ol his blade 
Delhi won the foil, epee and 
sabre titles In the men' section 
Mohd. Shahid. Mohd.Azll and 
Wazlruddin participated In the 
epee section while Mohd Shahid 
Mohd. AzlI and Khaluluddln in the 
sabre section Ten states 
participated for the top honours in 
this loicing meet. 


Women’s 

Cricket 


I NDIAN RAILWAYS women 
proved best In the country as a 
Rest of India side went down to 
them by 134 runs In the first ever 
women's toumament devised after 
the Irani Trophy championship 
Indian Railways, which came 
out tops In the national 
championship In Delhi recently, 
overwhelmed the Rest of India side 
In the 1 hree-day match held at the 
Eden Gardens. 

In the 90 overs-a-side flist 
innings. Railway batting first, 
hoist^ an enormous 300for nine 
wickets. This wets possible malnty 
due to Seshl Gupta’s 51 and an 


unbeaten 53 by Mamta Maben. 
Rest of India made a poor start and 
by draw of stumps on the opening 
day. were one down for 13 off8.4 
oveis. 

Rest were all out for 224 In 89 
overs and Railways built on their 
76-run first Innings lead slowly 
The second innings was restricted 
to 45'Overs-a-side and Railways 
scored 181 for nine m them after 
Sashl Gupta yet again came good 
with the bat with polished knock of 
57 SandhyaAgarwal contributed 
43 For Rest oflndia. the most 
successful bowler was Aartl Valdya 
(4/45) 

Rest needed all of258 runs In 45 
overs for vlctoiy. but their hopes 
were dashed as Sashi (3/35 off ten 
overs) and Pumlma Janardhan 
(2/5 in three overs) skittled Rest 
outforapaltiy 123 In 37 overs soon 
after tea on the final day. Sangita 
Dablr waged a lone battle for Rest 
as she top-scored with an 
unbeaten 41. 

Sashi Gupta, who finished with 
four wickets and 108 runs in the 
match, was adjudged the Woman 
of the Match. 




















CRES LEMOND 

Bfehit Wim TkirJ Tter it fttilet'^^ 

Spurrad on by thunderooi tppittfon of 
erowdi lininj tho Chogpt Elysoo 
Groj Lomond iprinUd to hit third 1° M/ 
victory in tho "Tour do Franco ' 

29 year old Groj is tho only American m|f| 
to over vin the 2 112 mile clascic \ v> 


till firct Witt in 1986 Wat almoit 
hit last Ho misted tho 87 
and 88 racet bceautn ha 
was critically in|ured in a 
huntin] accident The injuries j 
could have ended tho career / 

of most athletes But, Lomond / 
has the heart of a champion I f 
After painfully retramiof, V 

ho returned to win tho \ 
'89 Tour on tho last day in I 
a dramatic final turjo 


Cyclists say tho “Tour do Franco 
nmt cheats anybody out of a victory I mi 
It IS always tho BEST who winil* /|// 

Zi. 




VUST FOR KICKS” 

The “Amoricen Ifouth Soccer OruaniMtion* it the laruast youth 
toecor orjanization in tho United Stotos Founded in 1964, it 
desorves much of the credit for the yrowth of participation in 
soccer , 

Tho orjanuetion hat traininj projramt in 28 states for boys <nd 
jirls between tho ayes of 5 and t8 Tho projram hat been to 
soceettful that, in many cities, soccer participents outnumber Little 


To batanco cempotitiott, 
“AYSO" rules require that 
every player on a toem niul 
play at feast one half > 
\ of each game J 
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"Mind placing the stool a little 
closer to the corner?" 


"Mom must have throvn out aiy 
voms dad...Will spaghetti 
vork?" 















m FALDO FORMULA 


FROMTEETOeREEN 


V, 1 * 1 ' '- ' 


Show Your Respect 
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I HAVE HEARD HANT 
PEOPLE SAY*MY5- 
WOOD IS GREAT reOH 
THE ROUGH* 




CoHraoaiNaAprrcHOR 
CHIP PROM HIGH CRASS IS 
lOK'E OF1>IE KARDSSrSHOTS 
IN COLA. 


Tight Lies 



When facep with a bare or ue 


B/Pl{AR- 


ir'OOWNANPTHRXXXiH 


... Such a move should also ensure THAr 

YOU COOTACr THE BAU. FIRST. RfMEMBER A 
SHOT STRUfiK OUGMTLY'TMIN” IS NEWLY 

aw^ys bSter than one where too 

MUCH TURF I5 TAKEN. 



GOOD 



TIGHT (I THIN 




ar^./Tfru wi l 









































QUIZ 


QUESTIONS 

1. What is common to Len Hutton, 
Vinoo Mankad and George 
Headley? 

2. What is “backcheck" in ice hockey^ 

3. Who worked out the system of 
evaluating the strength of a chess 
player? 

4. With what sport is 'roundhouse 
spike' associated? 

5. Why was India awarded a penalty 
stroke in the hockey final of the 
Tokyo Olympics'^ 

6. For which sport is Ray Reardon 
famous*^ 

7. What IS the 'Pinhole' in archery? 

8. "You’ve won it once. Now go out 
and win it again.* Who said this to 
whom and when? 

9. Which IS the native country of 
tennis star Betty Stove*^ 

ANSWERS 

1. Each of them, a Test cricketer 
himself, was the father of a Test 
cncketer. 

2 . Skating back towards the goal to 
defend against opposition attack. 

3. A. Elo, an American professor. 

4. Voiieyball. 

5. Pakistan’s back Munir Oar 
stopped the ball with his foot. 

6. Snooker. 

7 The centre of the gold, usually 
marked on the target face. 

8. Alf Ramsey, manager of England 
football team, to his players before 
the start of the extra time in the 

1966 World Cup final. 

9. The Netherlands (Rotterdam). 

CHESS 

T l IIS ^aine wa.s nicknamed the 
"Mona Lisa ’ because of the 
enif{inatic quality of black's 
counter-attack. Actually It 
features several problem themes 
including the switchback and 
line-blocking and clearance. It 
could serve as a text book example 
of how to play the Kings Indian 
Defence. 

White; BagirovVs Black: Gufeld. 
USSR Championships. ‘73. 

1 cM NfS 2 c4 gS 3 NC3 Bg 74 84 cK f3 04) 6 
Nc6 7 Ng82 Rb8 8 Qd2 aO. The most 
i<|it method of seeking 

i*r-play against the Saemisch 


QUiZ/CHESS/BRIDGE 

Variation. 9 Bfi6 bS 10 M sS 11 Bg7 Kg7 
12 hS Kh8l Black did not fancy 
12-Nh5 13g4Nf4 14Nf4ef4 15cb5 
ab516Bb5Ne717Qf418 
0-0-0-Ngs with a white attack. 

13 NdS be414 hgO fg6 IS Qh6 NhS! 
Otherwise 15-Rf7 16Qg6Qg8 17 
QIB! would be disastrous. 

16 g4 Rb2l 17 ghS gS 18 Rgl g4M9 04)4) 
Ra2 20 N8f4, A turning point. 20 Bh3l 
Re2 21 Bg4 Rf7 22 Bc8 Qc8 23 N16 
Qb8 24 Rg8 QgS 25 Ng8 Nb4126 
Rd2 Re 1 27 Rd 1 Re2. Is a forced 
draw. 

2ll«f4 21 Nf4 Rf4l 22 Qf4 c3! 23 Bc4 Ra3i 
24 fg4 Nb4 25 Kbit? (See diagram) 
White Is looking for 25-c2 26 Kb2 
cd 1 -Q 27 Rd 1 Ra5 28 Rf 1 with a 
bind. But now black finds a 
sequence that lifts an already 
exciting game Into the realms of 
pure fantasy. 

25-Be6126 BsB IM3!! 27 Off. White 
sees 27 Rd3 Qd3 Qb8 28 Kc22 Qb2 
29 Kd 1 Ra 1 is checkmate. 

274]b8 28 Bb3 Rb3 29 Kc2 Nb4l! Again 
a problem theme and this time 
mate Is forced. 

30 Kb3 NdS 31 Kc2 Qb2 32 Kd3 Qb5 33 
Kc2 082 34 Kb3 Qb2 35 Kc4 QbS 
DsvaagalNiDirtta 






BRIDGE 

C ONTINUING last week’s theme 
of brilliant plays often being 
tainted by an opponent's misplay. I 
present a hand from closer 
quarters. Today’s hand from a 
Bengal state championship in the 
late seventies has a humorous 
touch 

At one table, North-South were 
very adventurous, getting to a 
game In notrumps. West led a 
spade to declarer's ace. South 
unblocked hts club winners and 


NORTH (dumtnyj 
« K74 
« 94 

• 6769 

* Q7S4 


WEST 

• 04632 
« OJ7 

* 

4 109832 


EAST 
4 109S 
4 K6532 
« AK32 

4 6 


SOUTH 

4 A6 • 

V A106 

* 041094 

4 AK4 

tried the queen of diamonds. East 
ducked for no apparent reason 
except force of habit, enabling 
South to escape for only one down. 
As North later remarked, 'The 
game was cold li only East had 
learnt enough to duck one more 
round of diamonds". 

At the other table. South opened 
a rather heavy-weight 1 NT which 
became the final contract. In 1 NT 
there was no apparent danger as 
South had seven top tricks. 
However, declarer found a way of 
entangling himself to convert 
seven lop winners into six. 

The lead was a spade to 
declarer's ace and again the AKJ of 
clubs were cashed. Here, though. 
East, Ajoy Brahmacharl, who won 
the Far East championship for 
India at Manila in 1978, discarded 
two diamonds on the clubs and so 
had to win the first round of the 
suit. Instead of woodenly returning 
psutner's suit, he switched to a 
heart, the Jack winning as South 
ducked. West continued with the 
queen of hearts and all that 
declarer needed to do was to win 
his ace and cash out for seven 
tricks. Not sensing any danger. 
South ducked the second heart 
also and now the defence caught 
him In a vice! 

When the second heart was 
ducked. West switched to the 
queen of spades. At last declarer 
realised what he had done—If he 
won. he had no quick entry to cash 
his heart ace and the defence could 
cash their spade winners when 
East came In wltff the second 
diamond. He was forced to duck 
the spade but how. with dummy's 
black suit winners out of declarer's 
reach. West switched back to 
hearts to establish East's winners. 
Down one and a flat board! 





Why 


NOT HAVE BOTH 
TAX SAVING 
AND GROWTH 







GROWTH CUM TAX SAVING SCHHME1992 


Tax Bemftli 

4^ 100% Deduction ft source from taxable 
' income upto Rs. 10000 under 
SecOOGCB. ^ 

y No tax deducUon at source on annual 
Income payment. . 
y VMaKh Hu exemption under 
• Sec. ^ (1 A) of wealth Tax Act 


Chaleo Of two plana 
PLANA 

Cumuiaiiva prowth wim Capilal gains 
benefits under Sec. 48(2) 


iUUUUVIl OIA OWIVW WII BHMIWUI DiAaiw I iwvtsmmoiJHnivfeTi»«eie>iBtiwiifc 

layment. . rUM W ■tottOtSttltalMnMt.inMlmMalMIMniidi 

u exemption under Annual Income dWribuMon-beneflt under 

A) of wealth Tax Act Sec. 80L 4 Capital Awreclaiion. M ti wwMpu ^ 

M lirott on hvesttqem • inveshnert In instttnienis pinn^ • Assurad allMiiMM yReputehus 
• 20%iMuetlan«tsouni,ef1hrpflncipei,oirancaslHnent 


mm 


BOi MUTUAL FUND 

PiMmi IXhiu : Bank of Mdta 

JaolMehay Ikwon. OaM 

' Thjr'Pitriifl tfW fiii^ "r ^ fljai'ir ^ ' 








CLOSE UP 
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the name of 
Clive Rice (from 
the World Cup 
list)^ South 
Africa's captain 
fortherecent 
historic matches 
inlndia^was 
absent... 
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DIFFER 


BETTER COKE THAN 
CIGARETTES? 


T he name Benacm ft Hedges Is almost 

synonymous with (Tldtettn Australia Butlf 
soft drink ^ants Coea*Co!a have their way, that 
wcHi't last too l<mg. Coca-Cola is reatfy to move into the 
in^tematlonal cricket arena in Australia when the 
game's Iong*8tandlng contract with the tobacco Arm 
expires. 

One the few companies willing and aUe to part 
adth the kind of money requlrrd to pick up the ^nson 
ft Hedges cricket deal—worth about Ave million 
Aussie dollars a year—Coke's maiketing manager Ian 
EtoownsiQrs: Tobacco companies are being forced out 
of spoTworshlp and they are withdrawing from some 
very Mfpiprome sports ’ j 

However, a spokesman for Benson ft Hedges said 
the agreement with the Australian Cricket Board 
stood till the end of the 1995-96season and possibly 
eivenb^ond. He e}q[>res8ed surprise that Coca-Cola 
should even speculate now. 


INTERNATIONAL 
CRICKETER OF THE YEAR 

award 
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Edbarg and Annatta Olaan hava finally doeidod to da 
^ thaknol 


WEDDING BELLS FOR 
STEFAN 


^ rORlD Np. istafaoldbaig ondhh lon g Wma 
' glrfMandAnftoltoOliah.cglaroflvd*y«ar 

■OflWIlCwg pKIVjHto|Owir ^Rai l QU n WIO WiWI 

gdoto. *Atl»da H h» ta w ill now ttocaiwndtodl 
tfto nKvrtaga ppaetiMlon olxito tiA* sito aedd^ 
Ihaeou^willmGafy on April lAlno^iuKhin 
Aimafla'ahomafownVciido. tnjloulham8wadan,fid 
dtoWWonTlwHnMtooohoneaftohgnayrndOft. ^ 
fidbaraflik«Mpitfdtfr<ritltoM0(MOaito<;^d^ 
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WHAT A SHAME 


T HEcMwIowin 
agoWnMckilcrt 
ItwOlymptesis 
Hkeodfug. odcllctiv* 
Having won gold In 
ihoSimtmor 
Olympict. roNrod 
hurdlor Edwin Moms 
wonts to win onothor 
otthoWIntor 
Olympiesat 
Aibortvilto. 

Moms, port ^o 
tour'tnonbotMlod 
toom which didn't 
qualify tor the Wintor 
Olympics, hosfitod tor 
binding, Inctopondont 
orbitrotion to make It 
toth«U.S.bobsl«d 
toomororotrial. 

Edwin Moses’ dream 
ofwinningamedalat 
the Winter Olympics 
has been thrown off 
the track 


■r: '3 


Hoondhto. 

coHoaguMcldimltidl 
ttioywdranot ' '-i 
proportynotiftodof k 
thotiiatsch«duiir,A 
haceingwoshMd ,' 
whoroorafrtatWQs 
ord«r«d,butQta 
subsoquont mos^to. 
tha racommondottoi^' 
wasovamd«d.Thof 
l•fton•r•colirM:to j 
fiksforarbitiation 
through th«V.S. 
Olympic Cotnndttoa 
(USOC). 

Although thaUSOC ’ 

hovapromisada 

haoring ona wondSHS 

whatharitwHiraoily 

mottar, bacouM 

Mosasondhis 

buddias hova hCRdiy 

hoddnyproetica 

sincathatrtolInJuly 

lostyacv. 


WHEN GENIUS 
ACimOWLEDGES GENIUS 


W HILE John McEnroe made plenty of fans at 
Flinders Park during the Australian Open, 
he's always had a fan in Aussie ' 
cticketv .captain Allan Elorder, Border and the bulk of 
the Australian cricket team are avid tennis buffs and 
were at Flinders Park While in Melbourne for the 
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tMifeEntoehiatohfibm theVlPbck. Arid the 
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know; howtiM 
sport that didn't 
appear on the 
television monltorlnthe 
Adelaide Oval’s media 
dining room, thrdMi^ the 
five days of the fourth 
Test, was cricket. 

Butthm alotoffimny 
things happen in the 
media 'recmitlon' room 
BspeclaUytf people like 
Ian Chiyipell and iRod 
Marsh are around. With 
Channel Nine, and the 
two radio stations—ABC 
aaidB2W—signing upa 
galai^ of former 
Australian cricketers, 
themedia room could 
pass of as a Who's Who of 
Australian cricket The 
Chai^Il brothers. 

Marsh. Doug Walters. 
Ihchle Benaud, Keith 
Btadcpole, you name it 
and they're there. Add to 
that Tony Greig and 
Sunil Qavaakar and It's 
like walking into a daM 
of 70' reunion. And 
iqiparenthr Channel 
Nine will add David 
Oower. Clive Rlceand 
Oeoff Howarth to their 
pand for the World Cup. 

But adioever comes or. 
goes, the man of the 
roomisahmyafon 
Chappell. There is never 
a duD moment when he 
la around. The man 
Tomnsible tot the 
aflattkm of the word'ugly 
AMnhrallan'in cricket's 
dietioiiary is never diort 
onhumour and even less 
short onhad language. 

The IP's and B's fly 
aroMndJhe place as foot 
and aaflaiiiienUy as the 
seagulls around 
Australtan <9ydtedng 
venues. EvnhllfoU^lt's 
all done to goodhutnour. 
it makeay^ wegidei'how 
Chappdl itotoagiBafo 
control his lanpUWi * 
during eommenta&^i 
ira oecauae the I. >*1^ 





asked about the *ug|y 
Australian* bit Than the 
elder Chaiq;>eO goes on to 
narrate another (tfhis 
formystmles. 

When a colleague 
showed mea^ta 
cricket boD for the Mind 
looked like. Chappdl 
picked it out of nqr Hand 
sayii^ "do they play aid 
dthat to India." 

Indtu colleague 
confirmed that blind 
aricket was beccMtilng 
more and more popt^ 
to India. 

‘YeahlfdayednQr 
share dbllnd cricket 
too." the former Aussie 
captain jdeed with a 
atral^tfoce, "Problem 
WBSl was dten foxed by 
some of toe balls, 
because a ooupk d them 
didn't rattle whfie th^ 
went by." 

And of course toe butt 
d* many of Chappell's 
jdcea-^and't'onyOreig’B 
too for that matter—Is 
Bfil Lsfwrie. Ndhawtie 
htmadiE; but his nose. 

\(toen ope toedlainan 
asked the lac^ behind 
theoofiee counter for a 
apoon to ator hia coffee 
With, Chappell butted tot 
"Why there'sBto's nose 
tome, uaelt." 

Chai^p^ dao has his 
own ventoo of thedoiy 
behind Utwne getttog 
the ziidapmie'phtottoni’« 


TheyonpgfrChappeU. 
Oteg.isAfortoQre 
mtodued follow. Ifot as 
jovial as hiabrottier at 
the best oTtlmea, a felled 
budnessand financial 
problems have nafllowed 
him more than Ifia age 
would suggest, and 
persond prOUems have 
apparently made him 
veiyforgetfijl. 

One morning during 
the Adelaide Tbst QrM 
waDoeid out to^ fotohis 
car and drive efown to the 
Oval. Nd being at^ to 
locate his car keys he 
todtthe dupttcafo oi{it> 









ajdfcOftooiooiMrfoes 
on thatfitrstf^pto totoa,' 
esplatos Ciiuqii^. 
doyou know toe raastto 
Wbyhetodttothe 
comics?" 

"There was this 
dlaynelssal of Bm*# vdlere 
he was «|ea|r«nned'sU 
three dumi^. Nowfi^ 
wasagrednKwfo healb 
Ai^fieie tonehndhe 
wotdddtptotoabtavfar 
hall. On that particular 
tr^evetytstoe he went 
foramom. the news 
reviewbcforC defeature 
would show tod same 
dismissal. Bventua^iE 
mi Wife eofodup of 
aeiifeig 11 thfot he dieted, 
tosp^ hia rOtoto tone 


SHil 


,dlmOg[rcR»ttinBidtor., 
One grta toe foding tost 
ttwvtofoetkediUd 
tootheiir dgdforOrahato 
M^H.'would prefer to 
be tedng offtl^ watdt 
(laiuidlcd foOl^ out tlu»e 
tathe centre. 

ktfodgcweeema tobe 
the fevounte paatoneiff 
marqr fottod'erkfiniterst 
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NSPITE 
(Shaving the world’s most 
successful bowler and 
the world’s most exciting 
batsman, the Indian 
performance Down Under has 
been so shoddy that It has 


was not a privilege which the 
Indian batsman enjoyed too 
often. 

Those of us who have for 
years realised thenecessityof 
neutral umpires are about to 
reach the stage where we 
would like the men in the 
middle to be0ven some 
electronic assistance through 
another referee (a bit like polo 


thou^ not enOi^aknilari 
who will ait by the sideline and 
whois to be consulted if there 
is any doubt whatsoevbr. The 
traditionalists will be a^tast 
at these sentiments, but they 
reacted much the same way 
when limited-overs cricket 
was introduced. A monitor 
with slow motion replays will 
certainly eliminate all 



Two men who are doing India proud Down 
Under...Kapii Dev and Sunii Gavaskar celebrate the 
ail-rounder’s 400Test wickets with champagne 


made some average players in 
the opposition look world 
beaters thou^ It has to be 
admitted that at times the 
umpiring has been 
astonishingly wayward. 

The sole Indian 
commentator,Sunil Gavaskar 
has bravely and, at times, 
almost aggressively kept the 
Hag ffyirjg amidst some 
jnovocative remarks from 
Tmy Greigand other Channel 
9 stalwarts, but even these 
experiS will have to accept 
bar^t of the doubt 
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mistakes where run outs ami 
stumpings are concerned and 
to a large extent help in 
deciding the Ibws. 

TheAustralian 
umpitlng—unlike their 
cricket—was incompetent, 
and had it been Indian, 
Pakistan or Sri Lankan 
umpires the Australian press 
would have dubbed it unfair 
andbiased. Yet it was not all 
the umpires’doing that India 
got undone. The&ultlay 
squarefy with the players and 
not in their stars, for they are 
bynomean$ underlings. 

Theirperformanf^ has so 
far belied their potential, and 
it was a strange kind of 
deathwish, ora lack of 
discipline which has armoyed 
their fans and followers, and 
cost them the one-dayers as 
mush as the Test series. Nor 
can the players any longer 
blame the BCX^I forhastify 
arranging a pointless bout 
against South Africa instead 
of sending them offto 
Australia a few days earlier to 
get acclimatised to entirely 
dffkrent playing conditions 
than those experienced 
recently in Sharjah (is one 
going to blame the umpires for 
that bit of nonsense also). 

And, at home Mr. Tamhane 
and his colleagues can rest 
free: they may have practiaed 
smnepretfytransparertt 
attempts at ababmctttg act. 
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but the selectlrm committee 
can hardly be responsible for 
Srikkanth’s pathological 
dislike far short singes and 
Manjrekar's penchant for 
getting run out. And who is to 
blame if some fielders 
consider dMng around well 
below their dignity while for 
some others the correct 
position to receive a throw-in 
far a possible run out is well 
beyond their cricketing 
imagination? 

lam afraid that however 
Idee the r^rptain and his 
manager may be, neither they 
ncrJIA*. Sthidia’s 
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youngsters like 
VInMKsmbll 

middl8)8nd 




right) stop ths 
opposition from 
looking 

suporhumsn? Msn 
of tho Sartos Crsig 
McDsrmott (right, 
rscohringhiscar) 
might not sgrsa 



exhortations have managed to 
Instil a sense of uigencyand 
purpose Into a team In which 
half the players look as If the 
game Is alreacfy tost before the 
first ball is bowled, and the 
whole thing is considered a 
futile and slightly 
embarrassing exercise, the 
sooner finished the better. 
Fortunately at least one of 
these players does not find a 
place for the World Cup and 
the Inclusion ofKambUand 
Jadeja Is most welcome, that 
is if th^ can hnd a place in the 
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taruddin Is presently In 


one of those peculiar 
situations where he Is 
surrounded by some genuine 
talent which refuses to take 
off. The situation Is strange 
but hardly unique—Kunderan 
with a highest Test score of 
192, hadtobatatNo. 11, and 
India still barefy made200. In 
fact fora Umltedovers^une, 
there Is too much batting, and 
when each batsman wants to 
take his quota ofOveorsix 
overs to settle down, the team 
will BnditseVat scores of 150 
for 4 after the 43rd over which 
Is a silty position tobetna 
50-overgame. 


lean understand 180 for4 
or 150for8, and when it also 
doesn’t realty matter who 
opens the Innings, perhaps It 
would be best If the Indians 
decided on a permanent 
battlngorder, in which each 
star Is allocated a particular 
Job and the batsman played to 
an overall plan. Thlslstheway 
Australia plays it and If an 
Individual steps out of line, he 
Is dropped even If he happens 
to beDeanJondS. 

This, thm, is the crunch f<xr 
Azharuddin. Weallknawthat 
heis a nice guy and as king as 
hewasgettingnmaandthe 













s/de interesting the crowds (as 
in En^and last year) we were 
prepared to wait for him to 
grow. That time has now 
come. Believe it or not, India, if 
it puts it aU together, can even 
nawgetclose to winning the 
WorkI Cup (remember the 
seconds and H final when. 


underpressure, Austifdia 
fussed and tumbled?) and the 
captain will have to be seen to 
captain. 

It must be pretty clear by 
now that the most talented 
side in this competition is by 
no means the favourite to win. 


.WilitfMprMSuratvwitusIlygtttoSadiin Tendulkar? 



That honourpresenttygoes to 
the Australians who nay, at 
best, be described as 
competitive professionals 
who hate the idea ofiosing. 

In fact India doespossessa 
fine batting side and the 
bowling and fielding is 
perfectty adequate for the 
occasion, but the side does 
not seem in the least bothered 
about its performance, and 
unless Asharuddin can 
change thisattitude, he and a 
few others are going to be out 
of a Job pretty soon, and 
nobodyisgoir^ to shedatty 
tears.# 
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A COSTUMED 

CARNIVAL 

The fifth World Cup,with a change in format and 
coloured clothing, promises a month long veritable 
carnival of cricket 


PATRICK EAGAR 



AUSTRALIA 


FDCTURES Feb 22 V New Zealand 
(Auckland, NZ), 26 v South Africa 
(Sydney, day/night), March 1 v India 
(Bnsbane), 5 v England (Sydney, 
d/n), 7 V Sn Lanka (Adelaide). 11 
V Pakistan (Perth, d/h), 14 v 
Zimbabwe (Hobart), 18 v West 
Indies (Melbourne, d/h) 











THE defending chait^ions and 
co-hosts. Allan Bord^s men 
start as favourites to retain th^ 
title, won at Calcutta In 1987. 
Australia pack their side with 
allrounder for one-day games, 
with Simon O'Donnell, Steve 
Waugh and Peter Taylor—none 
of whom can currently find a 
place in the Test XI—^most 
certain starters. An immensely 
strong batting side—they can 
afford to leave that proliilc 
opener Mark Taylor on the 
sidelines more often tlmn 
not—Australia possess perhaps 
the world’s outstanding one-day 
batsman in Dean Jones. With 
the experienced Border down 
the order to Insure against any 
terminal batting collapses, they 
will be hard to beat. The fixture 
list gives them a tough s^rt, 
though, with an emotional 
floodlit game against South 
Africa following the competition 
curtain-raiser at Auckland.TTp; 
Champions again! 


ENGLAND 


FIXTURES: Feb 22 v India (Perth, 
day/night), 27 v West Indies 
(MeftxHjme, d/n), March 1 v 
Pakistan (Adelaide). 5 v Australia 
(Sydney). 9 v Sri Lani$a (Ballarat), 
12 V South Africa (Meiboume, dlh), 
15 V New Zealand (Wellington. NZ), 
18 V Zimbabwe (Albury). 

GRAHAM GOCX^H'S men have 
made a workmanlike start to 
their tour of New Zealand.but the 
precise make-up of the lyorid 
Cup squad is still unclear. It 
seems llkdy that pantomime 
king Ian Botham will open with I 





Gooch in the World Cup, in an 
attempt to exploit the regulation 
requiring seven fielders within 
the 30-yard circles for the first 
15 overs of an iimlngs- After that 
England's prospects depend on 
how their mid^e order shapes 
up: an In-form, confident 
Graeme Hick would be a great 
bonus. That one-day veteran 
Allan Lamb is anotifier key 
player, while the performances 
of Lawrence and IVifheil vidth the 
ball. If th^ make the ‘cut* Into 
the final squad, will be worth 
watching. Like Australia. 

En^and will be able to pack the 
side with allrounders—Botham. 
Lewis. Pringle, Reeve— and 
should be a formidable batting 
side. The revised Itinerary has 
done England few favours, 
though, the first four matches 
being a^^dnst India, West Indies, 
Pakistan and Australia. 

Tip: Seml-ffnallsta. 


INDIA 




AFTER a harrowing tour of 
Australia, India will have to 
reproduce their best one-day 
form If their 1991-92 winter Is 
not to be a total disaster. Their 
batsmen showed signs of a 
return to form in the Sydney 
TesL but the apparent inability 
of skipper Mohammad 
Azharuddin to come to terms 
with the higher bounce of 
Australian pitches is a major 
worry. Rumours flew that Kapil 
Dev, the victorious captain In 
1983, would take over the 
captaincy for the World Cup, but 
in the end 'Azha' kept the job. 
India have one of the less taxing 
World Cup schedules travelwise, 
with three successive matches in 
New Zealand towards the end of 
the campaign. 

Tip: Eliminated. 


NEW ZEALAND 



FIXTURES: Feb 22 v England 
(Perth, day/night), 28 v Sri Lanka 
(Mackay), March 1 v Australia 
(Brisbane), 4 v Pakistan (Sydney, 
d/n), 7 V Zimbabwe (Hamilton, t^, 
10 V We^ Indies (Wellington, N20. 
12 V New 2^land (Dunedin, fC:), 
IS V South Africa (Adelaide). 


FIXTURES: Feb 22 v Australia 
(Auckland, NZ), 25 v Sri Lanka 
(Hamilton, NZ), 29 v South Africa 
(Auckland, NZ), March 3 v 
Zimbabwe (Ne^ier, NZ), 8 v West 
Indies (Auckland, NZ), 12 v India 
(Dunedin. NZ), IS v England 
(Wellington, N^. 18 v Pakistan 
(Christchurch, N^. 













IT is the avowed atm of Kiwi 
captain Martin Crowe that his 
side should reach the semtflnals. 
Unless they do. New Zealand will 
be the only side not to app>ear in 
Australia, as all their 
prellminaiy matches are at 
home, an advantage adiich 
might Just enable Crowe’s fond 
wish to be fulfilled. New 
Zealand's problem, post Hadlee, 
is likely to be in bowling: their 
willing but ordinaiy 
medium-pacers are likely to be 
meat and drink for the stronger 
batting sides. On the batting 
side, a lot will depend on 
whether Crowe himself is fully 
recovered from a persistent knee 
Injury, although Andrew Jones 
has a remarkable one-day record 
and Mark Greatbatch. if he 
recovers his best form, is a 
proven matchwinner. 7)p; 
Ellmtmted. 


PAKISTAN 


PERHAPS the most 
unpredictable side in the 
competition. Pakistan’s strength 
now lies in their boaiing. where 
their leading Test wicket-taker 
and captain. Imran Khan, is 
content to leave the hard woilc 
to others. But Imran, with 
team-mate Javed Miandad. if he 
plays, will be the only player to 
have appeared in all five World 
Cup tournaments (unless Viv 
Richards is recalled by West 
Indies) and will have to get 
throu^ his overs in the coming 
weeks. Wasim Akram. a 
probable World Cup star, is very 
eiqierienced at the limited-overs 
game, ^d boasts two one-day 
hattricks to prove it: but the 
formidable fast bowler Waqar 
Younis has rarely teproduced 
his impressive Test form in the 
one-day arena. Pakistan finish 
their qualifying matches with a 
potentially cnwial match in New 
Zealand. Tip: Beaten Bnaltsta. 


SOUTH AFRICA 


The pressures on Kepler 
Wessels' largely untried .team 
will be immense, and the 
selectors’ decision to leave out 
Cook and Rice may backfire on 
them. For all that, the new-look 
South Africans will be a good 
fielding side and. led by Wessels, 
should score enou|^ runs. 
B^-hittlng vice-captain Adrian 
Kulper will be one to watch. 
Much will depend on whether 
the bowling comes good: apart 
fiom the speedy Allan Donald, 
the attack in India was rather 
unimpressive. After the 
razzmatazz which will no doubt 
surround their opening match at 
Sydney, the South Afitlcans will 
be pleased that their next three 
matches will be more tranquU 
afialrs in New Zealand, before a 
potentially emotional match 
against neighbours Zimbabwe at 
Canberra. 

T^p: Surprise seml-SnaUsta. 



FDOrURES: Feb 23 v West Indies 
(Melboume), 26 v Zimbabwe 
(Hobart), March 1 v England 
(Adelaide), 4 v India (Sidney, 
day/Mght), 8 v South Africa 
(Brisbane). 11 v Australia (Perth, 
dAi), 15 V Sri Lanka (Perth), 18 v 
New ZOaiand (Christchurch, NZ). 


FIXTURES: Feb 26 v Australia 
(Syifriey, day/night), 29 v New 
Zealand (Auckland, NZ), March 2 v 
Sri Lanka (Wellinglon. N29i 5 v 
West IncNes (Christchurch, NiQ, 6 v 
Pakistan (Brisbane), 10 v Zbnbabwe 
(Canberra), 12 England (Mefeoutne. 
dAi), 15 V Indta (Adelaida). 


RXTURES: FOb 23 v Zimbabwe 
(New Plymouth. NZ). 25 v New. 
Zealand (HaitiBton, NZ), '28 v India 
(Mackey), March 2 v SMitti Africa 














(WeWngton, NZ), 7 v Australia 
(>meialde), 9 v Engtand ^Ballarat), 
13 V' West Indies (Berd). 15 v 
PakMan (Pwth). 




OUTSIDERS Sri Lanka seem to 
have drawn the short straw 
when the Itineraiy was 
redrafted. After starting In New 
Zeakmd, they zlg to north 
Queensland before zagging back 
to NZ. then return to Australia 
for matches in .up-countiy 
Ballarat (Victmla) and Berri 
(South- Austra^. The 
idandcrs. led 1^ the aflable 
Aravinda de Silva, are likely to 
be outgunned by the leading 
. teams, but they will doubtless 
cause .’an upset or two duriiig the 
compefitian. Lanka's ■ 
strength lies in their battingi 
wlA 4le ahra the best of a bunch 
. of ‘talented strokemakers. The 
bowlers, however, are much of a 
' muchness, with the genial 
'.-Rinnesh Ratn^ake leading a 
battel^ of ^niitai^lbddng^ 

- ihf^ta-pacm \ 



FIXTURES: Feb 23 v Pakistan 
(Melboume). 27 v England 
(Msiboume, day/nighl). 29 v 
Zimbabwe (Brisbane), March 5 v 
South Africa (Chrlstchurrhf NZ) 8 v 
New Zealand (Auckland, NZ), 10 v 
India (Wellington, NZ). 13 v Sri 
Lanka (Berri) 18 v Australia 
(Melboume, d/h). 





RARELY have the mighty West 
Indies gone into any one-day 
toumanient as underdogs, but 
that is very much the case this 
time, especially given their 
patchy form on tour in Australia 
so far. New captain Richie 
Richardson has been having a 
bad trot with the bat, and it 
remains to be seen whether West 
Indies recall Vtv Richards—the 
Only man to scrnre 1000 runs in 
World Cups alone— for one last 
hihtah. Wicketkeeper Jeff 
Dujon, too. may return to the 
colours, but It seems that 
Gordon Greenldge, a veteran of 
dto four previous tournaments, 
is now beyond the pale. The 
batting fired only 
intipimiUirntty recoitty, and 
while the bonitng, Ira by the 


mature Marshalt and the 
awsome Amtaose, is still a 
handful, its sting is drawn 
sli^tty tty Ihc regulations 
restricting the number of 
shoit-pitched deliveries. West 
Indies win do well to overcome 
the loss of their fastest bovder. 
the injured Ian Bishop, but the 
schedule has been kind to them: 
apart from one trip to 
up-couniiy. Berri, their matches 
are all being played at the major 
centres, with three games at the 
MCG. Tip; Eliminated. 


ZIMBABWE 



FIXTURES; Feb 23 v Sri Unka 
(New Plymouth, NZ), 28 v Pakistan 
(Hobart), 29 v West Indies 
(Brisbane), March 3 v New Zealand 
(Napir, NZ), 7 v India (Hamilton), 10 
V South Africa (Camberra), 14 v 
Australia (Hobart), 18 v England 
(Albury). 

COACHED by the enthusiastic 
Elssex seamer Don Topiey, 
minnows Zimbabwe, who 
qualified for the World Cup by 
virtue of winning the ICC Trophy 
for non-Test'playing countries, 
will be hoping to cause an upset 
or two. as they did in 1983 when 
they defeated mighty Australia. 
Captained by Dave Hou|i^ton. 
who kicked off the 1987 
tournament with a memorable 
141 a^inst New Zealand, the 
Zimbabweans are likely to 
Include John Tralcqs. 44, the 
oiTspinner who played Test 
Cricket for South Africa back in 
1970. Their best chance of a 
vlctoiy comes at the start of the 
tournament against Sri Lanka: 
after that the. intense 
hedge-hopping itinerary might 
overtax the part<timers. 
7Jp:E3imlmted. 


WISOCN CRIOtET MONTHLY 
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”W« are going to 
have 100.000 
peopleotthe 
MCGOhMdrOh 
25.1 think this 
version of 
cricket and 
what you will 
see during the 
World Cup Isa 
modem 
concept of 
crickettna 
..modem era"— 
OINLowrle 
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Victorian sports 
minister Neil 
Trealse added 
to the hype by 
suggesting that 
television 
cameras by 
used in 
deciding . 
run-outs and 
stumpingsinthe 
Worldcup 
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Hype fs also havinga clossy 
block-tie sit-down dinner with the 
cream of world crldcet In 
attendance after the opening 
ceremony. And marketing means 
you pay 175 dollars for an Invitation. 

No matter who you are 
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INTERVIEW 


The Indian skipper tells 
ANDY O’BRIEN that India 
should do well in the World 
Cup if they play to the best of 
their ability*. But he also 
wonders if they’re capable of 
doing just that 


Obviously the morale of the team Isn't too 
high after the humiliating 4^> series defeat. 
What steps are being taken to motivate the 
players prior to the World Cup? 

IVe always maintained that you can t keep 
motivating* people all the time All we can 
do now is to practise very hard over the 
next few days working on our batting and 
our illeldtng which have been our problem 
areas We have to last out our 50 overs, 
that s the first priority as fai as the batting 
is concerned 

What about the fielding? you have been 
critical of the team's fielding right through 
this tour. 

Yes the fielding is a major concern, and as 
far as I am concerned it has been the most 
disappointing aspect of the tour It’s just 
that we are playing for India and we must 
realise that iff drop a catch I feel veiy bad 
You re letting down your countiy, you’re 
letting down your team, so many people 

Arc you having any major practise sessions to 
improve fielding before the World Cup? 

Yes we have a 45 minute to an hour 
fielding session everyday before net 
practise You know catching, throwing 
This is a young side and if they field like 
this at this age then all I can say is that I 
feel very SOI ry for them You can't have a 
slratcgylfyoucantfleld I’m realfy very 
very disappointed with the fielding We 
lend to do everything well in practise, but 
when we get Into the f^me. It's the same 
old story 

Honestly/how would you rate India's 
chanecs/especially with the fielding and 
batting In such pow form? 

Why, I would still rate it as very good See. 
we didn t do too well in the Tests, but were 
pretty good in the one-day games That too 
without pla)dng at our top level We have 
been here for so many months that we 
have got used to the conditions and the 
wickets, and I think that if we play to the 
best of our ability, there’s no reason why 
we shouldn t do well The question is. can 
play to the best of our ability? 

•ut being here so hNig also has a negative f 


yCfA/, lA'.hA “ 
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' THE WORLD ^ 
CUP ON. 
DOORDARSHAN 


Nbniwyaa 

(Murd^) 


Micuary2T 

(TlHiraday) 

Nbniaryaa 

(FfWinr) 


Mwchl 

(Sunday) 


March4 

(Wadnasday) 


March 7 
(Saturday) 


March'IO 

(Tuaaday) 


March 12 
(Thuraday) 


March 15 
(Sunday) 


March IS 
(Wadnaaday) 


India vaEn^and at Perth Live 
telecast 1015am toiaspm and 
23Qpn) toSpm 
Special Highlights 1225am 
(Sdhday) 

— SpadaMighlights 11 20 pm 


— India vs Sn Lanka at Mackay Live 
telecasta30am to7 0Sam on 
Channel I 705am toSam on 
ChannelII 825am toSSSam 
recap on Channel I 845am to 
12 IS pm on Channel I 
Special highlights 1 SO am 
(Saturday) 

— India v; Australia at Bnsbane Live 
telecastS30am to9am andlOOS 
am to 115pm onChannell 
Special highlights 110 pm 

— India vs Pakistan el Sydney 

Live telecast 10 am to 1 30 pm and 
2 15pm toS45pm 
Speoal highlights 11 10pm 

India vs Zimbabwe at Christchurch 
Live telecast 3 am to 6 30 am on 
Channell 7 ISam io&2Sam on 
Channel II 8 25 am to 8 35 am to 
1045am onChannell 
Special highlights 11 30 pm 

— India vs West indies at Wellington 
Live telecast 3 am to6 30am on 
Channell 715am to82Sam on 
Channel II 8 25 am to8 35 am 
recap on Channel I 8 3Sam to 
104Sam onChannell 
Special highlights 10 55 pm 

— India vs New Zealand at Dunedin 
Live telecast 3 am to630am on 
Channell 715am lo825am on 
Channel H 825 am to8 35 am 
recap on Channel 18 35am to 
10 45 am on Channel I 

Special highlights 1115 am 

— India vs South Afnca at Adelaide 
Live telecast 5 am to8 45 am on 
Channell 9am to 10am on 
Channel II 10 am to 1015 am 
recap on Channel I 10 ISam to 
1245pm onChannell 
Special highlights 10 50 pm 

— Special highlights 10 50 pm 


March 21 — First semi final at Auckland Live 

(Saturday) telecast 3 30 am to 7 am on 

Channel! 745am to825am on 
Channelll 82Sam to830am 
recap on Channel II 8 30 am to 
11 ISam onChannell 
Speoal highlights 1 30 am 
(Sunday) 


March 22 —Second semi-fmal at Sydney Lnre 

(•uhday) telecast 1000am tol 30pm and 

' , 215pm t054Spm 

wicKeth. b Speoal highlights 11 20 pm 

best of our au» 
we shouldn’t 

play ispm 
■lit babifliait sotfSlPigMights io so pm 
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I Well, ifyoungstersgetjadejrat this age 
I then 1 have nothing to say. But there is a 
1 pitot in what you say. Personalty, I would 
I have liked the tram to have gone back 
I home for a week or so after the Perth Test, 

{ and then return for a week of warm-up 
j matches before the World Cup. It would 
j have been much better if we had a rest. If 
I we had gone home, then we could have got 
I back our enthusiasm. This is the longest 
j tour I’ve been on—almost live 
I months—^Ifs realty hard. 

I lmt«idofarcstatlioni«,you«rcfdrcccl 
I intoascrlc«ofwarm-iipiiMtclics,inwliich 
I you are merely going through the motloin. 

I Wiv didn’t you tell the Board how you feel, if 
I you felt this way? you knew the itinerary 
I before you came here. 

I The Bojurd is aware’ofmy feelings. Yes. I 
I did see the itinerary before it was 
I approved and did voice my concern, but 
j with IltUe success. Thai's the Board’s 
• decision. That's the way it is. I thought v{e 
I should have had a rest We had a very long 
I tour and too many games. Not many 
I people are realty into the warm-ups and I 
j can't blame them, (incidentally Azhar 
I dropped out of the first two warm-up 
I matches complaining ofa knee injury). 

I Thcdcfeatsandthclcngthofthctourhavent 
I done any good for your team, their 
I confidence, morale and mental attitude. You 
I have spoken so much about mental attifode, 

I so what arc you doing about this aspect for 
I thcWorldCup? 

You can’t do anything realty. You can tell 
them as much as you want, but once they 
are out in the middle, th^ are on their 
own. If you are in the Indian team and 
don't know what to do out there in the 
middle, or what is expected of you, then 
there is very little anybody can do for you. 
At this stage, there isn’t much to say 
realty. And frankly, we have done too 
much talking over the last two months. It's 
lime for some action now—and 
satisfaction. 

After the 4*0 less in the test scries, there has 
been pienty of criticism in the press about 
your cBpbrincy and the team’s pcrtormanec. 
What kind of pressure decs that put on you? 

I don’t even know what criticism you are 
talking about. And since I don’t Imow what 
the criticism is. since I haven’t seen 
anything, how can there be ar^ pressure?* | 

Would you be relieved if you lost the 
captaincy? 

I'm not realty worried about all this. I don't 
read newspapers, so I don't know what 
peopjle are saving. 











■ut closing yourmlnd and can to the 
proMom Isn’t going to solvo anyUilngT 

It's not closing your mind. I mean if one 
•newspaper can cany a stoiy that, ‘Kapil 
Dev ditches the Indian team after the 
disastrous Perth Test*, then they can say 
anythli^. I mean everyone knew that 
Kapil was going home. I even gave my 
consent because I felt the whole team 
should have gone back, and then these 
ne^paper people come out with that 
stoiy. What else can one say? 

But do you know that you have come 
under fiM in the Indian press? 

To be frank, ft doesn't bother me any 
longer. They have their Job to do and I will 
Just go Out there and do nyjob. After that 
it is up to the selectors. 

Deyedknow that there WHS anopiniort POM in 
India Where the m^ority of the peop l e voted 


ferfCafMMvaseaptaih? r 

lhavenothingtosiyabout^tlds.lt' 
doesn’t worry me as 1 have smd before. I 
have no time fOT all this. Pons are d 
poliUcal thing and we are playing cricket 
What do they have to do witiieaeh other? 
This Is not poUtlcawhere-pctos decide 
matters. We are not playing for the public. 
The public is involved, of cour8e..but we 
are playing for the country. 

The iM^or criticism about your And your 
captaincy, is that you arc too soft a persoiu 
net assertive enough. How do you ruct to 
this? 

If I were a 'softie' as you say, then I would 
have been stripped off my captaincy a long 
tlnie ago. But that'sthe way I am. I don't 
think it is right or necessary to shout at 
people on the field for anything. That's the 
way I am and it will be hard forme to 
change. 

But shouting and being assertive can be two 
dWi eren t things altogether! 

So. is the fact that I'm too unassuming to 
be the captain of India to go against me? 
I don't like throwing my wei^t around. I 
don't believe that because I am skipper I. ' 
am above the rest. Or that 1 can have any 
airs and ^ces'about me. 1 don't do 
anything extra. I'm still the same old 
person, I have'nt changed because I am 
captain. That's, the way I am and that's the 
waylwlUbe. 

Oncof the criticisms against you has bccii, 
that you arc reluctant to charige die batting 
order during a Hmhcd-ovcrs game. Is that 
true? 

No. very often during the WSC games we 
had two or three players padded up. and 
we were ready to send anyone. 

But eventurily there were no changes. Will 
there be duri^ the World Cup? 

Yes,there m^t. We are keepipg our 
minds open to change. We are planning to 
shuftlefaround the batting order a.bit, but 
again all depending on the clrcumstani^es. 
Will Shastri's return beagreat reUcf toyou? 
Ravi will add stability to the innings. 

And If Sdkkanth can go outthere and play 
as he normally does. uieSrtkkanihway, 
and not try to cut his shots, thenwe will 
have a start which will provide a solid . 
foundation for our ihntogs. But 1 must add 
that Ravi should also loohafter his injury. 
But now that he Is better he should give us 
the stability. 

Do you realise that a bad World Cup could 
mean the end of your ciplaincy? 

I believe In fate. NpdUiigelsewonlesme. 1 
have a job to do and I will do it'the best that 

I can. 









ENCqUNTER 



‘India’s Standards Wil 

iPORTSWORUhyCNllMVit | i gpertinglliStOiy.CanyOU 

5?rsxiis-«- Sss'Kiiisssisssr 

WQridciip.wiwtkindof Peter UebeiTothof the World Cup hiiwicQit? 


work hai this invoIvcdT 

DAVID RICHARDS It 
has required all the 
planning strategy and 
dedication of a military 
operation This is the 
flrst time that we have 
got involved In a venture 
as big as this and 
Judging by the amount of 
work Involved It will 
probably be the last time 

The world Cup hat been 
dcfcrtbcd M the coatlictt 
promotion in the countiyi 


Down Under, relating his * reaiiy don t know 

experience as the Chief 
Executive of the Australian sport And i m afraid i 

Board, in organisinethe bi^st 
cricket carnival in the country s sponsorships and the 

sporting history, .. rest A11 tWs we keep ve 


1 really don t know 
whether this is the 
bluest promotion in 
sport And Im afraid I 
can t disclose things like 


sponsorships and the 
rest All this we keep very 
confidenUal Apart from 
the iinancial aspects 
honker I ran give you 
some idea about the 
magnitude of our 
promotional schemes 
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Be Hard To Match 
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We obvious^ have a lot of 
plans for the TV. and 
besides we have 
a two and a half 
minute songwhlch is 
based on the Who Will 
Rule The World’ concept 
You could call U a theme 
song It will be played 
prior to the start of eveiy 
match We also have a 
national radio 
campaign Of course, the 
promotion is being 
handled by an 
advertising and a 
marketing consultancy 


What It the bmfc>up of the 
prize money and aie there 
my etim sponsors? 

The winning team will 
get $50,000. the 
runner-up $25,000and 
the two losing 
seml-Onallsts $ 12,500 
each Of course, apart 
from this there are the 
Man of the Match and 
other avratds 
Of course. Benson and 
Hedges are the major 
sponsors having b^n 
assoclatedwith 
Australian cricket for 19 


long years. But there are 
others helping out as 
well. Ansett Australia 
will fly all the teams 
around the continent for 
ail the matches this 
summer Kookabura, 
apart from supplying the 
white balls will supi^ 
the biggest assortment of 
coloured pads ever to be 
on show 
Weewnhavean 
official wine 
sponsor—lyrreirs will 
supply Wine for the In^or 
World Cup functions and 


erritory 


NMIOWOC 


HAMILTON 



NAPIER 


''®JJNGT0N 


CHRISTCHURCH 


‘^eoin 


New ZEALAND 



the hcmpltality areas. 
Nissan Motors will be 
presentlnga Nissan 300 
to the man of the 
tournament, who will be 
esned the "World Cup 
Champion." 

ft Is obviein that you want 
outofyourwayto 
•ccommodato South 
Africa. Did you do tMs 
mordyfor the finaiidal 
gain or were you pntpaicd 
fortheir return and hod 
thInsB ready, anyway? 

No. we weren’t ready In 
fact, the task became 
mme demanding after 
South Africa's late entry. 
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BENSON & HEDGES WORLD CUP - 1992 



MAteh 




v« tmtts 


•rl Umtai v» ZlmlMiivM 


WMt imItM va PiMaian 


Naw Zaaland wa Sri Lanka 


AuatraOa va toiitK AMoa 


PaMaiMi «• Ztonbabaw 


Enakvid va Waal Indiaa 


Inttia ya Art Lanka 


Haw Zaatand 


WAat 


[gziri s Eza 

I H ' !J 11 



va PakiitM 


tOHth Africa va Srf Lanka 


Maw Zaaland va Zkritiabwe 


India va Aaklaian 


dotdhr Africa va Waat kndtaa 


lOigiatMl va AustraiH 


bMlIa va Zi mbab w e 


Atidiralla va Sri Lanka 


Waal McBaa va flaw Zaatond 


South Africa va PaWatan 


England va Sri Lanka 


Waat Indjaa va India 


South Alriea va Zimtiabwa 


Auatralia va Pakfafan 


Now ZsMand va India 


England va Soudi Africa 


Indiaa va Sn Lanka 


PIscs 


Adddnid 


Perth* 


Now Piymoiith 


Mattmurna 


HamWan 


Sydney* 


Maokay 


Auckland 


Briabane 


Bnabana 


Adelaide 


Wellington 


Napier 


Sydney* 


ChriatclHirch 


Sydney* 


Hamilton 


Auckland 


Briabane 


Ballarat 


Weumgton 


Canberra 


Perdt* 


Dunedin 


Maiboume* 


Bam 







Bagli n d Va Maw Zaatand 


Alilpa va kiWa 


fiCTKZCTCcag 


waHkigton 


ita^Hisg. 


HavMd») 


Buiil||ana(8L| 


Raportar(t) Woedward(NZ| 


flandaS(A| ltQbinaon(Z) 


Raporlar(i) ldiaphard(E) 


Aidrldga(Na9 Bueknor(WI} 


Buult|ana(8L) RwidatHA) 


UabanbOrgtSA) WoodM«rd(NZ) 


Roblnaon(Z) ShaphercKB) 


Hayat(P} Raporter(l) 


Llebenbarg(SA) WoodwarcKNZ) 


Aidridge(NZ) Boblnaon(Z) 


Bucknor(WI> MeConnelKA) 


HayaUP) Woodward(NZ} 


Buult]ana(SL) Llebanbarg(SA) 


llleConnail(A) Shepherd(E) 


Aldridga(NZ> RandelKA) 


Bucknor(WI) Ha^P) 


Buult|ena(SL) RandaHCA) 


Reporter^) RobinaonIZ) 


Llabenbeig(SA) MeConnelKA) 


Aldridge(NZ) BueknortWi) 


HayaKP) Raportar<)) 


RandelKA) Woodward(NZ) 


BueknortWi) ^phard(E) 


UabenbargCSA) Raportar(l) 


MeConnelKA) Robfnaon<Z) 


Aldrld8e(NZ) R«uRlena(8L) 


ShaphardlB) .Woodward(NZ 




11.<f0aiit 


4.00am 


4.00am 


10.00am 


e.00am 


10.Q0am 


4.30am 


4.00am 


4.30am 


4.30am 


S.00am 


4.00am 


4.00am 


1000am 


400am 


10.00am 


4.00am 


SJXIam 


4.00am 


4.30am 


4.30am 


4.00am 


4.30am 


4.00am 


10.00am 


5;0Qam 




• Oay/NIgM Match. 

Noia * 1ST Umlnea can dllfar by half an hour 
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Chart by Niltatan Malty 


































































































































































But both we and the New 
:^land Board were 
determined to have the 
South Africans, Ifth^ 
were allowed and we 
were prepared to make 
sacrlfldes to 
accommodate them. To 
give you an example; 
John Armstrong, a 
computer expert from 
the Victoria College in 
Melbourne, and myself 
had spent tile equivalent 
of a full month working 
through millions of 
possibilities on a 
computer to schedule 
the games the best way 
possible. When South 
Africa was admitted the 
whole thing had to be 
redone. Eight extra 
games were added to the 
schedule in the same 
time span. Travel 
requirements and 
practice dates had to be 
rearranged, ticket 
advertising had to be 
delayed and the entire 
promotional 
arrangements had to be 
redone to include the 
South Africans. 

With so much bard vfork 
gone in, you must be 
hoping that the 
tournament vrill be worth 
the effort. What kind of 
respontw have you got till 
now? 

Well, obviously we are 
looking for popular 
support to the 
tournament. More than 
110.00 tickets have 
already been sold in 
Austrs^ai. 

There is this feeling that 
the overkill of one^liy 
erteket In Australia might 
hamper the World Cup? 

1 was asked this same 
qu^tionon'radiothe ' 
other day and I told thcin > 
that they were vefx 

- • •- that 

^leady 
l^iedtctlqns 


means that the people 
have realised through 
our promotions that the 
WorldCupisa 
once-^R-a-lifeUme 
chan^. It comesjust as 
the Haley's comet does. 

People feel strongly 
that this is a prestigious 
international event. 
During the noimal 
season in which we had 
the West Indies, India 
and the home team, we 
broke out just about 
bang on target and that 
included some matches 
being affected by bad 
weather. And though I 
' must admit our budget 
for that was 

conservative, we did well 
to be on budget. So, 1 see 
no reason why people 
should not respond to an 
event no one should miss 
forqpything. 







So what kind of a prbIK arc 
you looking at? 

Well, you must 
remember that we 
promised to pay the ICC 
members including 
associate members, as 
well. The set-up costs for 
the tournament are over 
$ 7 million. By 'set-up* 
costs. I mean just to gel 
the show on the road. 
The running of the 
games etc are over and 
above this. So. if the 
weather and public 
support is on our side, 
we expect a marginal 
profit. We won't make a 
loss that's for sure, but 
the idea that we will 
come out of this With a 
massive profit is wrong. 
This is a World Cup and 
not a tournament for the 
Australian or New 
Zealand Board. 

One of the great myths is 
that huge money is to be 
made out of a World Cup. 

So what you arc saying it 
ttiat the success you 
are looking for is not only 
in terms of money but 
organisation as well. 
Surely. We don’t want to 
be out of pocket. We just 
want the tournament to 
be a success financially 
and organisationally. It's 
not because you are an 
Indian that 1 am saying 
this, but the standard set 
by the last World Cup Is 
very, very high. I was on 
that management 
committee and I say that, 
that tournament was a 
grand success, not 
because we wdn it, but 
because of the 
■organisation. You people 
didn't think it was so 
successful, may be , 
because you didn't win. 
But boy, it has seta 
standaiti which will be' 
hqrd to match. 

•ut WPS tt llfol yi^ in 

Airttram cRdhl g» foi tiw 
Woilcl Clip ataiwf Why was 


tf' 

Ndwzcatahdlmblvi^^ 
tiMfIntpiMT . 

This effort has ^weiy a . 
been ajointVentuta tor t 
us. It all began in'Jime ' f 
IdwhenMrBobVa^ct^ ' 
chairman of the.then / j 
New Zealand Criokel.'; 
Council put the idea frito 
our heads during the . 
International Cricket 
Conference meeting. We: 
were extremely receptive,^ 
to the Idea and became ', 
more so after Australia' . 
won the Reliance Cup.'A • 
week after our triumph ' 
at the Eden Gardens.! . 
wrote to my counterpart • 
In New Zealand. Graham 
Dowling to tell him ^ 
officially that we would • 
support a joint bid 
between the two 
countries. It was their ; 
idea after all. 

What kind of effect do you' 
think the World Cup ndght 
havoonthc struggling 
Australian ec onomy? 

It will obviously make its 
small contribution in 
tourist money and the 
inflow of foreign ' 

currency. But. the . 
details will be known 
only after the 
tournament when we 
will release a report on 
the World Cup's effect on 
the economy of the 
country. 

With Just a few more dbys 
remaining fortha opcidng. 
cerpmony, is everything 
lihdtfttntrolT 

' Yes.. I should think $o. 

We have the experience - 
of holditig major cricket ■ 
itches. So we Itiiaw. 
what to do. But. of' 
course, it is something , 
inuch bigger than what < 
we have experienced ‘ 
before. We arc still 
working overtime, but I* 
think’once the show's on • 
the road, it will be one, 
smooth and fascinating ■ 
cricketitig carnival. 

Amly O'MaN, itolbOHiaa 





WORLD CUP 
RECORDS 



Country 

Year 

Playtd 

Won 

(2plS) 

Lotf 

Abandoned 

<1|»« 

Suoesaa 

% 

Asachati 
S/f Pbiai 

4 

Won 

WMtlncNo* 

1b7S>W 

* 24 

18 

5 

1 

77.08 

3 

3 

'a 

Engtend 

nr8-*07 

17 

7 

.... 

70.83 

4 

2 


Australia 

1978>'87 

22 

13 

8 

>.> 

59.09 

2 

2 

1 

lndf« 


21 

12 

9 


57.14 

2 

1 

1 

Pakistan 

1W8*'$7 

21 

11 

10 


62.38 

3 


m0m 

NsarZoatsmt 


20 

9 

11 

»^i—* 

45.00 

2* 

**«•* 


8rl Lanka 

1»75-'«7 

18 

2 

18 

1 

13.88 

w 



ZUnbabwa 


12 

1 

11 


8.33 




EaatAfHcf 

t975 

3 


3 





*~T 

Canada 

1«7S 

8 


3 





— H. 

Note* The match benveen West Imlies and Sri tanka at the Oval in 1979 was abandoned tvUhout 
a ball bowled. 































































ChetanSharma the one 
and the only 
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WORLD CUP 


QUESTIONS 


1 Which is the 
• only team to 
have made it to all 
the semi-finals of 
the World Cup? 

2 Which 

• cncketerwas 
awarded three 
consecutive ‘Man of 
the Match’ awards 
during the 1987 
Reliance World 
Cup? 




3 Imran Khan ol 
• Pakistan will 
be leading his 
country lor the 
third consecutive 
World Cup. Whose 
feat will he be 
emulating? 

4 Who is the 
• only 

cricketer to have 
scored four 
consecutive 
half-centuries m 
the World Cup? 

5 In the 1979 
• World Cup. a 
match was 
abandoned without 
a single ball being 
bowled due to heavy 
rain. It was deferred 
twlce.but play was 
still not possible. 
Which were the 
teams Invtfived? 

6 A father and 
• son 

combination have 
played In the World 
Cim.butfor 
different countries. 
Identify them and 
for which countries 
did they play? 


hold the record for 
havtiig taken 12 


catches each in a 
World Cup. Who is 
the other player? 

O Two 

countries, 
which participated 
In dlfierent World 
Cups.have the 
same distinction of 
having played only 
three matches and 
lost all three. Name 
the two countnes. 

9 During the 

• World Cup in 
1975 three brothers 
played for the same 
team against 
England. Name 
them. 

I f\ Which 
X V./ • cricketer 
has scored the M 
maximum numilr 
of runs In the four 
World Cups held so 
far? 

1 1 Whowere 
X •theumpires 
of the 1987Worid 
Cup final held at 
Eden Garden, 
Calcutta? 

1 Q Inthe 

history of 
the World Cup, onty 
four times has a 
wicketkeeper won 
the‘Man of the 
Match’ award. Dave 



Hougtonwonlt 
twice and Salim 
Yousuf once. Who 
was tHfe other? 

PREDICTIONS 


1 Which 
X Wccountryis 
going to win the 


992World Cup? 










1 ^ Whole 
X # • golnfito 
be the‘Man the 
Match' in the llnid? 
I Q Which 
X Oabowlerls 




Ripest number of 
wickets In the 1992 
WorlcfCup? 
i Q mich 
X ^ • batsman is 
going to score the 
maximum number 
ofrunslnthe 1992 
World Cup? 

golngto 

score the fastest 
centuiy of the 1992 
World Cup? 
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1 TENDUIKAR’S 


SHOES!" 


A NOTHTeR Test series 
over and a few more 
lessons learnt about this 
great |>ame. 

The main thing the Australian 
batsmen leaml was never to 
underestimate a bowling attack 
' made up of medium-fast swing 
bowlers. AflerKngland belled 
India all over the park in their Test 
series in England in 1990<we 
thought this Indian attack would 
be easy pickings. How wrong we 
were. 

Maybe we were complacent early 
and then too cautious later on but 
they really did bowl well. Even 
when one of us go to 60 or 70. we 
never felt in total control. We 
always knew, another surprise 
was coming and it made us waiy. 

Kapil Dev is still a great bowler 
and ManoJ Prabhakar a great 
] competitor with a big bag of tricks. 
Young Jawagai Srinath had to be 
the most unlucky bowler In the 
series. He beat the bat so many 
times bul'could not seem to get an 
edge, He is young, had played only 
a small amount of first-class 
cricket before this tour and this 
was his first Test series. With 
Dennis Lillee's continued 
coaching, Srinalh's turn will come. 
\^The spinner. Venkat Raju, is one 
^the best I'vefoced in quite a 
He might not look too 
tening Mti) that casual stroll 



to the wicket but he can certainly 
bowl. He’s a good bloke as well. He 
enjoys ajoke and a chat and. 
unu.sual for an Indian, a few beers 
too. 

Not that the other Indians aren't 
good blokes. A lot of the players on 
^th sides played under- 19s 


together and so have known 
each other for years. Hic teams 
have got on very well for a while 
now and this summer was no 
different. In fact, both sides went to 
GeolT Marsh's place for a 
get-together during the last Test 
and it was terrific that all the 
Indians came along. 

I must say I ^as surprised that 
Craig McDermott beat David Boon 
for the International Cricketer of' 
the Year. McDermott's bowling was 
magnificent throughout, but in a 
series dominated more by ball than 
bat. I thought Boonie's consistency 
and the way he held our batting 


Kapil Oev: short circuited many an Australian Innings 


































unless they could 
produce the sort of 
world-class batsmen to 
take his place and that of 
Richards and Haynes. 
'There has never been 
any doubt aboutour 
bowling." he said, 'but 
we ha\q^ to And batting of 
the same calibre." 


Things have been 
turbulent on the South 
African cricketing front . 
as well. Tbe cricket world 
was taken by surprise 
last month, when It was 
announced that Rice 
was not among the 
probables for &e World 
Cup. It was an 
acrlmonlouspohit for a 
team that was just 
re-ehterlng the world 


stage. Rice went public 
with his belief that his 
omission was the result 
ofa vendetta: but 
nothing would alter the 
state of affairs and 
captaincy was passed on 
to Kepler Wessds. 

Wessels himself Is no 
stranger to blg-tlme 


uncolhodoxtoap^f.: ' 
The other teacms, which' 
have in thdr meetings 
with these two countries, 
grown so used to treating 
them as cannon fodder . 
will soon learn not to 
underestimate two 
potentially tough 
cricketing nations. 




Andwhat^ti^ 

cbampfbns. 

Pleseht form, the 
Indians have improvdi 
With eveiy Teat althou^ 
losing the series ly an' 
unflattering margin to 
Australia. The bowling' 
has been consistent, but 
the batdng has often 
flattered to deceive. The 
batting strength implied 
by the fact that Kapil 
Dev, Manoj Prabhakac 
and Kiran More are low 
down In the order has 
never realty surfaced- 
There have been a few 
individual 

performances, but apart 
from Sachin 
Tendulkar—and the 
now-fit Ravi Shastrt oil 
occasion—few of the 
Indian batsmen have 


international cricket. 
Uke Allan Lamb and 
Or^me Hick, Wessels 
savTthat he had to 
establish himself in 
another country If he wer 
to get a break into Test 
cricket. He chose 
Australia as his 
launchlng-pad. making 
the Test squad in 198L 
and scoring a century In 
his debut Test. He wftl 
now have the honour of 
having worn the colours 
to two cricketing 
countries and is 
expected to lead the 
South Africans with the 
same sort of flair and 
undoubted class that he 
has so often displayed at 
the crease. 

Sri Lanka and 
23mbabwe will not be 
among the contenders at 
the flnal'hurdle, but thy 
cannot^ counted out. 
Both teams play the 
game hard, revd in a 
challenge, and can be 

Maifln Crowa’s lack of 
form and flbiMS could 
. loadtohbnboing 
Obalnt from the World 
Cim 
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found form fora long 
period of time. Unless his 
senior colleagues can 
emulate Tendulkar. 

India will have to be very 
lucky to And a berth in 
the finals. 

The Pakistanis, as 
they always have been, 
will be a major threat in 
this competition, 
perhaps more dangerous 
than ever before with 
their great depth said 
variety In bowllngimd 
their maturity and sheer 
class In batting; There 
will be little to separate 
them from among the top 
contenders and they 
must count among the 
. top three challengers. 


return off Botham and 
the coming of age of Phil 
Tufnell as a splnnar 
could only augur weffifor 
theEn^lsh. 

And the favourites for 
the title? At this sfoge, 
look no further than 
Australia. Why? Read on. 

Depth of talent. This Is 
a squad that hps. at 
various stages In their 
member of meetings with 
Indla^eft out players of 
the calibre of botit 
Waugh brothers, Mark 
Taylor, Bruce Reid, Dean 
Jones and CeoifMarsh 
and still not felt the 
difference. 

Fielding. The 
Australians save more 



With Imran Khan at the 
helm, they will be 
professionally 
marshalled and led^d 
with Javed Miandad 
back In the squad, they 
will have the sort of 
batting genius to salvage 
even a match that looks 
hopelessly lost. 

En^and seems to have 
been re-bom as a tou^. 
professj^onal sid^, a for 
cry from the disparate 
unit four years ago which 
capped so many players 
in the series a^nst the 
West Indies aim which 
went through-so many 
captains before the Job 
was handed to Graham 
Gooch* They have 
ground the New 
Zealanders In the 
current series, their 
battingoftraawesome. . 
their fielding ti^t, their 
. approach pibfesslohcdfy 
t^t in the extreme. The 


mns in the field than 
most Test tallenders 
have scored in an entire 
career. They field 
spectacularly close to 
the wicket as well as In 
the outfield, and their 
throwing and catching 
must m^e them one of 
the quickest on-the-ball 
sides ever. 

Commitment. This is 
the sort of squad that will 
make 250 when most 
others would be content 
with 225. Itis the sort of 
team that will cut off 
twos and threes to 
singles. It is the sort td' 
team that will fight to the 
bitter end even If the , 
Cause fcems lost. And. 
^re important, it is the. 
Mrtofternnthat: ^ 
believes—and rights 
so—thaf.lt hks the abitlty 
to perform esfo^t 
miracles. • . 
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WEST INDIES 



OPPONENTS 

M 

W 

L 

^ .. SziLanka 

3 

3 

0 

' Pakistan 

5 

4 

1 

Australia 

4 

4 

0 

Zealand 

2 

2 

0 

‘ India 

4 

2 

2 

Inland 

3 

1 

2 

Zihnbabwe 

2 

2 

Q 

TOTAL; 

23 

18 

5 

* West Indies won nearly 80 per sent of the tout number of matches played in 

the last four World Cu^, out of which they remained unbeaten (won all) in 
- first two competitions. 


INDIA 


KapttSewrtoehrwttwCupinlSSSaflirbaf^tfwWMInciiMlna adntiUaUngflnBl 


41 







AUSTRALIA 



, ‘ -,. ^ t. - 


PAKISTAN 


OPPONENTS 

M 

W 

c 

Australia 

3 

1 

2 

West Indies 

9 

I 

4 

Sri Lanka 

5 

9 

0 

Canada 

1 

1 

0 

England 

5 

2 

3 

New Zealand 

2 

1 

1 

TOTAL: 

21 

11 

10 

* Pakistan reached in the semi>flnais . 

in 

three consecutive World Cups. 


NEW ZEALAND 


OPPONENTS 

East ACrka 

England 

India 

Wesi Indies 
Sri Lanka 
Pakistan 
Zimbabwe 
Australia 


TOTAL: 20 


in the first two World Cups, New Zealand rimched ihe«Et^lillal; 
tMidPriJKtentUiCup«iheyfaf|^soadifi^e.thiS()aaiiMii^#fy«>; . ./v 
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ZIMBABWE 


omNaifB 

AusuatU 

l|MUa 

West Indies 
« NewZeaiand 


TOTAL: 


Zlmbabwej^layed all the twelve one-day internationals in the last two World 
Cups as winners ^ ICCTroijhy. Zlmbabweisstlll the Associ¬ 
ate Member of ICC and by winning the ICC Tn^hy again, they qualified (ot 
the forthcoming fifth World Cup. Hie ICC TrO|diy Is played among 

the Associate Members of the International Cricket Council. 


SOUTH AERICA 


The ICC banned South Africa from international cricket In 1970. But the 
first official one-day International was played between Australia and Eng¬ 
land In 1971. South Africa played 172 Test matches up to 1970 and are 
yet to play In the World Cup. Itiey however made theirdebut in one-day Inter¬ 
national on November, 10.1991 against India at the historic Eden Gardens 
after their re-entry into international cricket after a gap of 21 years and eight 
months. Having only three one-day matches experience. South Africa Is now 
set to make their debut in the fifth World Cup as the ninth country. 
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cumfjetiuvcness 
has reached 
exaggerated 
proportions, 
Courier's grace 
shines 
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JVo.l_ 

The Complete 
History 


Name 

Dote 

Weeks at 1 

LNastase 

Aug 23,1973 

40 

J.Nawc<NnlM 

' Juno 3,1974 

8 

JJi.Coiinon 

July29,1974 

190 

■•■Mg 

Aug 23,1977 

1 

iie.Connoi« 

Aug 30,1977 

84 

■•■oig 

April 9,1979 

9 

J.t Connor* 

March 21,1979 

7 

B.Boig 

July 9,1979 

24 

J.B.MeEnro* 

March 2,1990 

2 

■.■erg 

March24,1990 

20 

J.P. McEnro* 

Aug 11,1990 

1 

B.Boig 

Aug 19,1990 

48 

J.P. McEnro* 

July 9,1991 

2 

g.gotg 

July 20,1991 

2 

J#. McEnro* 

Aug 3,1991 

88 

i.$. Connors 

Sap 13,1992 

7 

'J.P. McEnro* 

Nov. 1,1992 

1 

J.S. Connors 

Nov 8,1993 

1 

I.P. McEnro* 

Nov 18,1992 

U 

J.g.Connoro 

Jon 31,1992 

1 

J.P. McEnroo 

P*b7,199a 

1 

M Connors 

Fob 14,1982 

2 

i.Lsmll 

Fob29,1992 

11 

iA Connors 

May 19,1983 

3 

J.P. McEnro* 

Juno 8,1993 

1 

JA Connors 

Junul3,198a 

3 

J.P.McEnros 

July 4,1983 

17 

I.UmH 

Oct 31,1983 

9 

JJP. McEnro* 

Doc 12,1993 

4 

ILondl 

Jan 9,1904 

9’ 

J.P. McEoroo 

March 12,1994 

13 

ILomll 

Jana 11,1994 

1 

Jd*. McEnro* 

Juno 18,1984 

3 

|.LaMll 

July 9,1994 

9 

J.P. McEnro* 

Aug 13,1994 

89 

ILondl 

Augl9,19|g 

1 

JJ*.MoEnron 

Aug29,19fl 

2 

ILondl 

SapOrlSOPP 

187 

iLWHandar 

Sop 12,1999 

20 

ILnndl 

Jan 20,1989 

•0 

g.Ed>oig 

Aug 13,1990 

24 

g. goclinr 

Jan29,1991 

2 

g.Edbo(g 

F*blM,1991 

20 

■•Bockor. 

July 9,1991 

9 ' 

SkEdbofg'' 

Sap 9,1991 

22 

J.Cdiiil*r 

Fab 10,1992 

— 
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wytMngt^ihntAglv . 
tedtou» (read CemdtwH. :^ ' 
waander). Cburterjsn6. ►;>; 
mere back court^playar, nie,--''-. 
stralght-foryrai^ 
.crettn-^nsteadhehas. 1 
■ added ppwerand. -"J' 

Sssion, ihtouj^ 
lok^ andnvd^r^ 
cnn^a new form and, 
bedoime a threat-ofi'a^- "•■'"’f* 
sunfoce. fJo^caie. hits/ 
harrier, all the tlnie, thmr' ' 
liim.' ■ .•'•.'..''j; 

T. rained under'a ' - 

succession of • “ • 
coaches-4nj||i|fyNidc 
Bojifttteil, then j^r^oClrus: 
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was Htguerawth^rcfadjr'r, > 
laniard; Who ertaffe^ thh* 
most stj^hcanimiluenoe 
overCodier. 

Iihgcmms.afcicinerTppl^. 
who establtshed his. 
^e^htrrgci^mtlais by 
guj|<hB|ahesdt|it% batopi^, 
h^asctoaMy 0ftedMieh^|> Z". 
Chdng tdtheF^iench ch^ :v, 
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Courier has 
maintained a 
retreshiiujly r;ao! 
attitude to 
success, 
something his 
more precocious 
compatriots have 
fumbled with 











Courier is mndetu 
tennis’ most 
complete 
representative, a 
form of play far 
removed from 
anything inventiv! 
(read McEnroe) or 
anything 
athletically 
pleasing (read 
Becker) 
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SAftDA 

PLYWC»69 

MASTER! 


Rough 

Rider 


American 
Ryan Blake, 
a tough guy 
no less, 
won the 
tournament 
in style and 
settled for 
a motorcycle 
as his bwty 


HEN you 
see F^an 
Blake for 

...I.niJ theflrst 

lime—shoulder flapping; 
hippie hair faded 
bandana tight over the 
forehead, uneven stringy 
beard, prizefighters 
physic al menace—you 
think he could belong to 
one of those 

never grown-up, Yankee 
biker gangs And 
amazingly, you might 
not be that far wrong 

Blake, from Atlanta, 
Georgia—home of 
Coca-Cola—a tennis 
player of course, but, 
havmg won the Sarda 
Plywo^ Masters, and 
having scant use for the 
Rs 40,000prize money, 
he persuaded the 
organisers to ship an 
Enfield Bullet 
motorcycle to his home 
in America 'I’ve ridden 
that bike during one of 
my earlier trips t o India 
and I like it," he 
contended Who was to 
argue? 

Blake's 

tennls-player-cum-bfke- 
Jockqr role is unusual 
but hi^ty unique Alew 


years ago. pro Gary 
Muller won a Harley 
Davidson at an ATP 
players golf (yes, golf) 
tournament and 
promptly sold it to 
Derrick Rosmmo, one of 
the tour's krs^i free 
spirits. But that's 
another story 

This story is about 
Blake ranked 
somewhere in the 400s 
on the ATP computer, a 
reasonable talent, who 
did well to win a 
tournament he probably 
never should have A 
ferocious flat serve, some 
competent volleys and 
groundstrokes made 
Blake ajoumeyman at 
best, beatable for some of 
th? local lads, who 
unfortunately beat 
themselves Instead. 

National finalist Rohit 
Reddy, a quicksilver 
mover and often sweetly 
efficient, went down in 
three sets (7-6,2-6,4-6) 
to the overwei^t. unfit, 
but marvellously 
cerebral Nandan Bal 
With Reddy, lO.upaset 
against Bal. 33. itlookad 
quite over—but the 
former lost momentary 


concentration to be 
broken in the first game 
of the 8c^cond set and 
thereafter was tighter 
with each game, while a 
relaxed, expenenced Bal 
chipped away at his 
crumbling c onfidence 
They re going to get 
me for child abuse , 
mused a contented Bal 
afterwards, the fact that 
he hadn't played a 


Hqks,hcivin0 
‘ WbniNr 
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tournament forayear , 

reflecting further on 
Reddy'snUflfbrtune.A 
later Bal took 
eventual Masters flnallst 


Akash Lambato 5-7,6*7 
relteratmghls 
devemess and how 
unsure ouryoung 
pls^erscanbe. 


Lamba. however, one 
of the bright new hopes, 
did wonderfully well 
thereafter to beat the 
favourite Asif 
Ismait—his smooth, 
easy groundstrokes 
breaking down Ismail's 
serve and volley game, 
though on grass one 
would expect the 
reverse. Ismail, talented 
but injury prone (back 
and ankle), has a 
supreme but erratic 
serve, and that coupled 
with his own subtle lack 
of desire keeps him from 
being as good as he 
can—and indeed he can 
be Very good. He has 
more variation on his 
return, more thrust in 
his groundstrokes. and 
were he to harness 
himself correctly, a 
Davis Cup place would 
not be a dream. Ismail, 
has not been lucky 
enough to find a sponsor, 
and cSten. with no 
incentive in sight, young 
players lose their 
momentum, which in 
the end is a tragic waste 
of talent. 

On the other side of the 
draw. Ffyan easily swept 
away a slower Enrico 
Pipemo, and when he 
laced off against Lamba 
in the final, we had a 
classic David and 
Goliath scenario. Blake. 
‘6 ft 2 in and 190 pounds 
and Lamba about six 
inches shorter and about 
55-60 pounds lighter. 
Problem was. this David 
hadn't enough weapons 
on grass. A serve, with no 
wind-up—almost just an 
arm-generated 
pace^etched too few 
cheap points and though 
he hit some passes, 
especially some 
exquisite^ timed 
cross-court backhands, 
he had not the power to 
dominate Blake. 

Blake dropped the first 


set (3-6). but his 
three-quarter pace 
serving mystified till he 
explained it. "I have a bad 
back and I can't serve flat 
out without warming up. 
Today, since the rain 
prevented us from 
warming up. I had to 
take It easy in the first 
set. This tournament 
wasn't worth re-injuring 
my back." Once loosen^ 
up. Blake served 
viciously, often aclng 
with his spinning second 
serve, dominating 
through the second (6-3) 
and into the third before 
Lamba in one spurt both 
impressed and appalled. 

Down 3-5. he hit a 
flurry of swift 
groundstrokes. forcing 
Blake into error to break 
him to 4-5. Then. Just as 
Lamba appeared more 
assured, he hit two 
abysmal backhands 
weakly into the net to 
lose the game and the 
match. 

Lamba. ifhe puts on 
weight and finds a 
weapon, could be an 
interesting slow court 
performer, but here in 
Calcutta, for the time 
being, the score stood 
Goliath 1. Da\1d 0. 

To be fair to the young 
Indians, they were 
comingofi a gruelling 
month long Satellite tour 
and both the exhaustion 
(mental and physical 
and thechangeof 
surface (clay to grass) 
proved too unsettling. 

On the ladies side. 

. Janaki Krishnamoorthy 
continued her 
domination of women's 
tennis beating Neeth 
Deviah 7-5.6-3 in ihe 
final. In thebiws 
Under-16 Sushil Narla 
upset local hero Saurav 
Panja 0-6.6-1.7-6 after 
being down 2-5 in the 
third set. 

Rolittlfiliiatli 









TURF VIEW 





DlimATiGH 


T l IL Indian Derby !•> the 
most important race In 
tin liU of a four year old 
t]iotoui>hbred c olt or filly 
Added to that it is Bombay s soeiai 
happening ol the year No 
wondt r—apai t from 1992 being 
the golden Jtibili t year—thepn/e 
money Involve d was a stunning 
eight lakhs (appiox)' 

For this yeai s event the 
legendary I^ste i Piggott returned 
with WilheCai son theQtieens 
|o< key and a man vv ho has won 
(lose toe'vtry Classic in theU K 
And the 2 400m rae e wa»an 
absolute iht illei Most people who 
saw It (ailed it a Drama at High 
N(X)n 

I he rare seemed over when 
Astonish the favourite with Aslam 
Kaderup made a bid lor the lead at 
100m But the pint sue Carson 
ke pt pushing Bonne Vie 

(xtiactingi very ounce of energy 
left Ill her to lose by the shortest of 
margins—less than half an Inch A 
photo verdict was necessaiy and 
Astonish was announced the 
winner 




















RALLY NEWS 


b«AioaAt«r 


i*f l*f'■»'i *J '.' “) * 1 


express th«llinttlesft “' 
expansecf the Sahara 
desert sxulaisQ 
subsequently, theaisie^ 
Insi^ring e0ect it had (Ui 
a couple Of desert 
rslUylstsUkeus It was 
the Sahara that we bsd 
chosen in order tp 
quench our thhatfitr 
adventure ahd we came 
out ah the better A>r it. 




‘One very silgRificant 
iSChiSveirieM ..the 
setting of aworld record 
ttljeihMartng2500kms of 
pilreprtstine desert in a 
t0ta} of S995 kms On two 
t^y scooters, namely. 


E ■' in i' iiiiin jwiTt n»>: t 


i&Os. 

the 'we* included four 
persons ftxnn Pune: 
nevIlIeJtU 

Darukhanawalla, the 
team leader, Roland 
D'Souza. a collegiate. 
t>dip Bam apd myself in 
ttifi capacity of FYench 
Interfmter C.IC 1 
tihUtappa. a renowned 
^ two^wheeler rallyist from 
' $angalore and Wing 
Conunander Koka.Rabu] 
Raaofdte Indian Air 
Pbrce were the two 
others who provided 
theft^valuable 
eNperirnce by coining 
al^M. Besides the 
pec^whovwere 

present for 

the trip i^df. there were 
ahostofotherswtio • 
contributepthetr bit by 
. lotting the wdMde rally 
‘ bite shape, thecrossing 
was termed ‘^aeration 
.Itehara Attacks 

The openingruh of the 
^csosaing was made ftpiii 
Udlvers Motors in ' 

.OlnalEdancaoa a .. ' 
bcceniier istocampAe 
Fes. Leaving 



Farookii Shaikh waadered 
across its limitless expanse 
along with a team of rallyists 
who attempted to cross the 
desert on themnetic Honda DX 
100 



! 


|bi< set our sights 
ftsitb^fore the 


It was the Sahara that we hod 
chosen in order to quench our thirst 
for adventure and we came out all 
the better for it. We also came out 
with one very significant 
achievement...the setting of a 
world record in crossing 2,SOQ kms 
of pure pristine desert In a total of 
5995 kms. on two puny scooters 


borderof Moiboco and 
Algeria. ItwaoovkUiOUwt 
legofthtajdurp^that 
problem nund^onq 
limped italMd. One 
ttw two acooterS started 


tooopomlnonbalroBd «, 
bWs*.“ * 

reeiiUBfediiytieawe 
reacdi^ In (Am) Saiah, 
and changed the t^a to 
'knobtaes^as these 
wcuklbebeUersulted 
Sot tl^ jounwy ahead. 

Tife Iwrt stretdiof the 
tarraac'CUtt-sattdroad 
btfore the actual desert 
b^pui was also one of the 
leanest distances we had 
covfiedlnasingie 
day—700 tans—from In 
Salah toThmanrasset. 
Crasatng Into Niger, we 
resumeaoutjourtieyto 
Arttt. a mining town and 
upiHtreachingit we 
embarked Immediatehr 
for Agades, the end of the 
puredeeert sector 

We made U 
to tbhoua and then 
proceeded the same 
evening for the actual 
bmder town of Bimi 
NljioimL i^pmidingth^ 
nightMBii^wB 
erosaed over MtoUtek, 
tlm|«tgeiiaob(9dcs; ' 

We sp<mi a fow days pi 


tofoo^ foel Sotvorefoh^ 
and stdfenqd ai^hped 























QUESTIONS 


• short form of 
the word 
disport which 
oii^nated from the 
word des-porto. 
What does 
des-porto mean 
literal^ 

2 What does the 
• word 
Judo mean? 

S TTie Roman 
• sport paganica 
is the direct 
ancestor of which 
modem sport? 

4 When was the 
• first time 
gloves were used in 
world 

championship 

boxing? 

5 Who is the 
• first boxer to 
hold three world 
titles 

simultaneous^ 

6 Womenwei%i' 

• allowed to take 
part in only one 
event at the first 
Commonwealth 
Games. Name the . 
ev^nt 

7 Whenwasthe 
V photo-finish 


QUIZ 



first used to assist 
the athletic Judges? 

8 In which year 
• was 

Wimbledon first. 
televised? 

9 Which club 
• laid down the 
rules of lawn 
tennis? 

1 What was 

lU*the 

Australian Open 
earlier known as? 


1 1 Between 
X • which two 
countries was the 
first Davis Cup 
(1900) held and 
where? 


1 Q Ofwhich 
X •» • footballers 
was it said that thQr 
could “trap a ball on 
a six pence”? 


•nickname 
did Ruben Marino 
Navarro of 
Argentina earn? 


Argentine 




called Tarzan* 
because of his 
superb physique? 



















An Indian 

triumph 

DownUnder? 


T he cecthOy concluded Test 
series.In Australia had its fair 
share of umpiring controversies, 
some flne and inspired individual 
performances and some very 
insipid cricket from the Indian.^. 

But insplte of the Australians 
asserting (heir supremacy there 
were times when even they were in 
dire straits. Many a time they failed 
to come to terms with the Indian 
bowling and they were fumbling for 
runs, ITie only problem was that in 
spite of having them against the 
wall we could not nail them there. 
Only the bowlers put up inspired 
performances but there was no 
support from the much applauded 
Indian batting line-up. One is sure 
that if (he Indian batsmen also 
perfonned to their full potential 
then the results would have been 
dtHeiTiU. 

Now with the World Cup coming 
up.it is high time for the Indians to 
■ get their act together. They surely 
have (he talent in them. Only a fair 
measure of perseverence and 
dedication is required. All the 
members of the Indian team would 
do well if they Inculcated these 
qualities into their game. And it 
shouldn't be difllcult since Sachin 



The days of uncertainty are over. Graf started her year by defeating Rika 
Hurall of Japan In her first match in the Virginia Slims of Chicago tennis 


tournament 


pulled out from the Australian 
Open because she Avas suffering 
from German measles and if this 
disease does take its toll then it 
could well mean the end of a great 
player. 

Iliis is the time when ail her fans 
and all sports lovers should 
beseech the Almighty to spare her 


situation is not sorted out now 
then It is going to be too late to 
salvage the state of Indian cricket. 
AFTAMISHRA. 

Cuttack 


What a guy! 


Tendulkar and Kapil Dev have 
shown them what it is all about. 
B.S. VISWANATH. 

ISangalorc. 


Will things be the same 
again? 


L ady luck is surely not smiling 
on Steffi Graf. In 1990we had 
her in all sorts of problems, both on 
and offthe court. TTien In 1991 she 
finally managed to put some 
semblknce of sense bito her game 
and it almost looked like the No. 1 
spot that she had relinquished 
would be hers again. But come 
1992 and there was more bad news 
in store for her and her fans. She 


and give her another chance to 
restart her career again. It's going 
to be difficult, yes, but then one is 
sure that Steffi tan do It. Here's 
wishing her a very speedy recovery 
PAYALRAY. 

Calcutta 


Time to act 


T his is in reference to the letter 
that Andy O’Brien wrote to the 
Indian cricket fans in the issue 
dated 29th Januaiy. ft was a well 
written piece that gave us a 
complete picture on the state of 
affairs in the Indian cmnp. And one 
feels that it's time the selectors 
really did some serious thinking / 
and came up with a solution. If the 


W HAT more can be written or . 

said about this great player 
called Kapil Dev. He’s already 
proved it beyond any doubt that he 
is one of the i^atesi exponents of, 
the game. The admiration that he 
evokes in the hearts of millions of . 
his fansjust cannot be put into ;■ 
words. He has proved that with . 
perseyerence and dedication one 
can surely achieve one’s dreams., 
Aspiring cricketeraand even some 
of the so ciUled ’established’ 
cricketers.in the Indftn team could 
take a few pages from his book and 
putln some Inspired performances 
that could pull our cricket out of ' 
the doldrums where iMstlghtnOW'," 
PRABALGUHA. 

Cahaitta. ' \ ' 
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C ARRYING on 
with the 
perfecti(mof 
the stances, 
this week well discuss 
zenkutsu-dachl. 
perfotmed with a 
gldan-barai. Very 
Important for self 
defence techniques, this 
stance should be 
perfected If you are 


•iM 


ihterrat^lhffie 
^ advanced stages of 
" taarate. 

Practicing It regnlarty 
will not only perfect It, It 
will also develop the 
thigh muscles and knee 
Joints. 


pHOrOORAPHS nMtANBNMlA 
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E njoy sport do 

you? And to 
stay in shape, 
you train 

Intensely. liKhlVIlien 
injuries are sonielhing 
you’ve familiar with. For 
most fitness enthusiasts 
It's as elementary as 
U1 s2. It's not ama/lnfi 
because comp<'titivc 
sports and even working 
out in the gym presents 
infinite possibilities for 
injuries such as.tom 
ligaments, tendons, 
cartilage and even 
broken bones. Minor 
injuries can occur from 
poor body mechanics, 
spinal Imbalances, 
dehydration and 
overtraining. 

But don’t let all this 


talk about injuries put 
you off. because a 
human body has the 
capability to stitch Itself 
back into shape—In 
some cases even better 
than before—provided 
you give It the right 
nutrition. This week we 
are going to give you a 
crash course in injury 
prevention and healing, 
that will make your 
sporting life hassle-free 
and enjoyable. 'ITic main 
message is—and most 
people don’t realise it 
—that proper nutrition 
can effectively minimise 
the pain and maximise 
the recovery pro<;ess. 

Sometimes when we 
are training we go into 
‘the zone’ and we pump 
with vigour that we never 
realised we had. And 
because this high comes 
rarely, it’s precisely the 
reason why ifs bad; 
because the body takes 
time to adjust to the 
demands placed on it. 

Once we blast those 
muscles, the feeling of 
accomplishment is 
enough to cover the pain 
till one wakes up the next 
day. This soreness is the 
result of working too 
hard—and can damage. 



CA 


in some cases even ! 

destroy, cells in the body. 

Muscle-blitzing 
triggers a tremendous 
protein turnover: and 
muscle mass is 80% 
amino acids—the ' 

building blocks of 
protein. Under physical 
duress, amino acids 
released by the excessive 
exercise find their way 
into the blood stream 
and become part of the 
circulating amino acid 
pool to be used for 
muscle growth and for 
tissue repair. All heavy 
exercises cause protein 
damage to some 
degree. Uncontrolled or 
eccentric movements—in 
weight training only 
make matters worse. By 

Stretching both before 
and after exerclaing la 
a aure-fira methodto 
avoid injurlea 


eccentric pumping In 
this case we mean the 
sudden urge to keep on 
pumping with added 
poundage that befalls 
everyone who does 
weight training as well as 
lifting weights with 
sudden. Jerky motions, 

A novel way to get the 
system In tune before 
workirig-out is to indulge 
in careful flexibility and 
warm-up exercises. 
Stretching prepares that 
body of yours to the cruel 
ordeal that you are going 
to dish out. Once you’ve 
finished, post-workout 
stretching is as 
important as pre-exercise 
warming-up as it avoids 
muscle soreness while 
allowing the heart to 
shift gradually into 
normal gear. It is a fact 
that^thletes who stretch 
come across fewer 
injuries. 








IT UP! 



Nutrition also plays a 
very Important role In 
tissue healing. There is 
no way you can stick to 
your normal diet and 
expect returns for 
working out. and neither 
can you expect athletic 
longevity or peak 
performance. People in 
today's hectic world do 
not have lime for 
anything, leave alone 
eating, and as a result 
people stuff themselves 
with the so'called fast 
foods. ‘ 

Ih reality these 
persons are too 
malnourished. There is 
too much of salt, sugar 
and fat piit into the 
system and all these 
eluents slow down the 
h^ng process to a. 
^|i»et^t..5t»^bo(jly 


mlhihUs puUs 


Cultivating the right 
food habito is the most 
orueialpartofany 
fitness regimen 

and cramps. In fact this 
style of eating actually 
promotes injury. 

Here arc some 
recommendations that 
will enhance your 
performance and also 
hasten the process of 
healing ifyou are injured. 

Eat 5-6 meals a day. 

Do not stay away from 
food throughout the day 
if you want to lose weight 
and then stuff yourself at 
night before you go to 
bed. Your calorie Intake 
should be based on your 
activities for three hours 
followlngyourmeal. Eat 
piQte if there's a workout 
f head, lessifyoull be-« 
reading. If you are. 
recbvertngiroman 
lr\{vry,addnot 


exercising, then you 
should cut down on the 
caloric intake. This is to 
avoid putting on the 
extra kilos that you could 
certainly do without. 

Ekt enough 
carbohydrates—the 
source of glucose—the 
fuel that powers your 
muscles and brain. If you 
do not get enough 
carbs—that is. ifyou eat 
a diet full of fat and 
protein—your muscles 
will bum protein, 
leading to additional 
protein breakdown and 
wastage. 

To return to a 
functional level, an 
athlete going through 
arduous post-injury 
strength and ffexibtlity 
work must put enough 
carbs into the body to 
speed up the process of - 
healing. The optimum 


ratio of calortc ihfal^ at 
one sitting should bp one 
part fat, two parts of 
protein and three pa|ts 
of carbohydrates. 

• The best sources of 
carbohydrates'are 
legume’s, rice, jvhole 
grains, vegetables mnd 
fruits. The natural 
carbohydrates that' 
these foods contain are 
absorbed slowly into the 
blood stream and hence 
is a constant source of 
energy. 

Reilned carbs on the 
other hand, found in 
white flour and sweets 
are poor in fibre and 
nutrient content, and 
hence are absorbed 
faster into the blood 
stream. As a result there 
is a roller coaster efiect ■ 
on the glucose levels in 
the blood and this 
contributes to fatigue. 
This is a common cause 
of athletic injuries and 
also leads to a loss in 
concentration. 

You need plenty of 
good protein to meet the 
extra demands of tissue 
repair and injury 
healing. But don't overdo 
it. A meal that is veiy 
high in protein causes a ' 
protein flood that the 
body's digestive 
mechanism cannot 
handle. The liver 
actually turns the extra 
protein into fat Get your 
protein in small 
amounts throughout the 
day. This will give the 
system enough time to 
process it co^ortably. 

So the next time you 
feel sore after atou^ 
workout, take it easy for 
a few days and give’the 
muscl^ some time to 
recuperate. At the same 
time lake extra care to 
see that you eat right. 
Once you form the right 
food habits, you'll be a 
winner all the 
way—injuries or 
otherwise. • 















SPORT SHORTS 


3/ fil'd Ha!l 


ANTON (TONi) SAILER 

AHovntmmT 


Till 1956 Wiilir 
10 Olynpilt If CertiH 
D'tnpino, itily ut fwi 
tmdnirlif- Till 
1301 filinitti 
l^iilir Olynpiet 
ind fill {lot 
AlpMi Skur li nil 






/ Mtii (Tmi) Siilir, 120 
wir iM Aiitriia ilpmi 
ikiir, doiilaifi4 fhi limit 
ilii 4iria} ikiir iraa iH tkm 
ilpiai matt by i wi4a iiar|ia, 
awif a]tia i|aila4. 


Thi 6iiat Slilin by 6.2 iii., 
Spieiii Sliton bjf 4.0 tie., 
nil tki Devahiil by 3.5 in. 


tv AtltOIMUIIIt 


msruHe-AmrsA new wist 

Wntfliai it frily la Mciiaf tpirt. Tba wiiit af E|yyliai 
Phirnb Pfibbiftp'i faaib in emri4 vifb 4ipietiiai if vnitlia} 
boMt ia4 fillt. tbi tomb 4itii ti 2350 B.C. Tki Griiki 
iatn4iei4 vnillM| to thi IStb Olympiad la 704 B C. 






Midira'BRAECO-ROMAN'' 
ityli vnitliaf it af Friaeh 
ori|ta, ittablithi4 la Ihi 
.~l>60't. Tbi "iatiraiiwial 
Amtaar^raitliai 
Fi4intiia* vbi^imrat 
tba ipert vat fiia4i4 
la 1912. 


Rutlaa fm-itylir ALEKSANDR MEDVED bai via tbi initait 
aambir of wirM ebimpioathipt, SEVENL. Ii|bt baavywii|ht 
titlu M1964 (Olynpw) ia41966, tbi hiavyvii|bt 1967 ia4 
1961 (Olympic) h 4 thi iipir-biivywiMbt titli ii 1969,1970 
u419711 ^ ^ 
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I NDIA defeated 
I^akistan2-llnthe 
^urth and final hock^ 
Testmatcb played at ' 
Lahore on Mb 19,197t. 
TCB SKATBR Jeanette 
JLAltw^ of Enghmd 
won the Olympic gold 
medal for figure skating 
on Mb SO, at Oslo. 

Norway. 

\ SHOK PANDIT 
xiLcollected 575Out of 
a possible600 points 


SPORTSWJrrK 


Ifilfi ¥ftck in 111* hpii^dtipQ^ ^ 


and clinched the gold bi 
^ men's stands^ , ' 

^tol categoty shootlhg 
inthe,C.B.Paiil » 
Federation shooting • 

. championship at 
Madras on Mb SI, 1991« 


JOHN G. REID, a 
J Scotsman residing in 
New York Introduced th« 
game of golf in America 
onMb^lSM. 


0 N.Mb8S,lii4an 

English araqr officer.. 
Walhar<^l^ton 
WingfieMpatented a 
ffluneoffiiKl . 
Sjdiahlstlke’; which, 
became the fore'runher 
- efmodem lawn tennis. 

O NMbS4»1941 
handicapped 
swimmer Charles 
IQbbelmanswam 
continuously for 168 
hrs. In a pool In 


Honolulu. USA^th^ ■ ^ 
setting a record. 
CJiTARTINQagreat ' 
Ochapter in boxing 
history, Muhariimad All 
(then CaMdus Clay) 
became the world 
heavywei^t boxing 
champion by defeating 
Soiy Uston (who refiiied 
to come out to fight ill tiw 
seventh round) on Mb ' 
tS,1964. 


MILESTONES , 
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BOUNDUPI 


CALCUTTA 


Deodhar Trophy 


AFTER a long wait of ten seasons. 
South Zone emerged the best in 
one day cricket in the cpuntiy 
South Zone won the De^har 
lYophy championship for the sixth 
time at the Eden Gardens when 
they defeated Central Zone by 36 
runs in a final match which had to 
be truncated to 35 over a side due 
to the effects of unseasonai 
showers 

With the cream of Indian cricket 


busy Down Under, the Deodhar 
TVophy seemed a match for the 
record books until the national 
selectors decided to name the 
Indian squad for the World Cup the 
day after the final in Calcutta 
The announcement once agam 
lifted the hearts of the hopefuls, 
but as it finally turned out, the 
selectors had already made up 
their nund about the Indian 14 for 
the world's cricketing showpiece 
Or else, howcanAJay Jadeja’s 
inclusion, despite a poor knock of 
four runs for North Zone in a 
quarter-final match agamst South 
inSambalpur beJustliled?Atthe 
same time, Arshad Ayub’s brilliant 
bowling throughout the Deodhar 
_ 


Trophy, was Ignored. In fact, this is 
the first time that India have been 
touring Australia without a 
specialist off-spinner in the side 

However, the Deodhar Trophy 
meet this season, showed the 
South Zone spinners in good light 
Ayub, who led South in the 
absence of Mohammad 
Aidiaruddin, and young 
off-spinners Asish Kapoor and B 
Ramprakash of Kerala bowled 
economical spells and essentially, 
showed the capability to bowl to 
their field 

South Zone launched their 
campaign inSambalpur North 


Zone their opponents, looked veiy 
much the superior side with 
almost a Test class medium-pace 
attack some fine one-day batsmen 
But as it turned out. the Surendra 
Sai Stadium wicket in Sambalpur 
was underprepared 
and North Zone skipper Che tan 
Sharma made a hash of a decision 
to bat first after winning the toss. 
The track played trlclQr from the 
very first over and Ayub 
introduced the spiimers with the 
newballonly lOoversoId 
North batsmen batted without 
conviction and apart from a stodgy 
73 by teenager Dhruv Pandove, 
most of the others fell to the 
spinners. Only Rajesh Purl (37) 


batted attractively, but gifted hi s 
wicket when set for a big score 
L^-splnner Anil Kumble. a 
standbye for the Woild Cup, took 
three wickets for 37 as South were 
set to score 194 for a victory 
Hyderabad's Abdul Azeem 
grabbed the game by the scruff of 
Its neck and his 50 off 59 balls set 
South Zone on course. The wicket, 
which had behaved so strangely 
earlier in the day, eased aut a lot m 
the afternoon The fancied North 
Zone pace attack, boasting of Atul 
Wassan. Chetan Sharma and 
Vlvek Razdan, seemed benign as 
South easily got past their target 
with five wickets to spare 
Debutant N Gautam and Zakir 
Hussain contributed 46 and 39 
Important runs, respectively 
After this emphatic victory 
against North, South ran into 
defending champions West Zone 
another strongcutfit In a 
semi-final match m GuwahaU But 
South's spinners yet again stole 
the limelight as except for the 
dashmg Vlnod Kambll. the rest of 
the West batsmen went down 
meekly to pave an easy passage for 
South in the final 
In Jamshedpur last years 
runners-up East Zone faced 
Central Zone In another semi-final 
match, Esist. without Arun Lai. 
was led by Syed Saba Karim, the 
wicketkeeper-batsmsm from 
Bihar Central skipper Sashikant 
Kandekar won the toss and invited 
East to bat ButEast.sdlera 
boisterous start, was checked by 
the Central spinners Gopal 
Sharma and Gyanendra Pandey 
Only Lalchand Rajput. Esist's 
adopted son from Bombay, played 
a useful knock of 55 before holli^ 
out to mld-off, off the bowling of left 
arm splrmer Pandey East scored 
190 for nine in the stipulated 50 
overs and Central faced an eaqr 
taiget needing to scoreat the rate of 
3.82 per over for a win 
But the dramatic intonations of 
the match was imparted by the 
East Zone spinners adio kept the 
Central batsmen onaleash 
Rtyput. Rai^lb Blsltal and 
Saiadindu Mukheijee bowled a 
tight length and Central batsmen 
found runs difficult to get Onty 
Yusuf All Khan and Abhay Sharma 
seoned the only competent players 



SopthZone were the winners of the Deodhar Trophy 





a^lnstspin. .*‘1 * '' 

Central needed 47 from the last 
10 overs with seven wickets in 
hand. But Abht^ Sharma was out 
in the 42nd over by Mukhnjee for 
18 and Yusuf All followed, caught 
by Karim at the wicket ojffBiswal 
for 91 in the 44th. The finish .• 
seemed to be dramatic. 

But the man who had raised 
visions of an incredible E^st Zone 
victory flattered to deceive. 
Lalchand Rajput spilled two 
crucial catches and Central 
needing three off the last over, 
made it with a ball to spare. 

But the news of Central's 
penultimate ball win paled into 
insignificance as the news of 
Dhruv Pandove's untimely death 
in a road accident while on his way 
back home from Delhi in a'car, 
spread like wildfire and correctly 
made the headlines. 

South and Central clashed for 
the third time for the title. Both had 
won one match each. South, with 
two morale-boosting wins behind 
them, started as favourites. Plus, 
their diversified spin attack vfitA an 
advantage since the Central * 
batsmen had looked vulnerable 
against an ordinary East Zone spin 
attack in Jamshedpur. 

Overnight rains leil the outfield 
soggy and the final was delayed by 
two and a half hours. Central won 
the toss and decided to field. 

Azeem, who played a brilliant 
innings in S^balpur. was out to 
an impetuous stroke in the third 
ball of the match. Woorkeri Raman 
was hit wicket for 18 and South 
were reduced to 30 for two in the 
ninth over. 

But N. Gautam and Vlvek 
Jalsimha's 74xuh partnership for 
the third wicket in 54 minutes 
helped South to a respectable 
score of 156 for keven in 35 overs. 

Jaisimha, who later shared the 
matiof the match award with 
teammateAytib, played a go^ . 

. knock (^67 afteraqulckktart. His 
itinliigB contained four boundaries 
and a kbc and came off 83 balls. 

Need^ to score at the rate of 
4.84 pei^over for awin, Central 
made an ^ufdly bad start. Yusuf 
AU was run out for I and by the 16th 
over. Centnd were reducM to 6p 
fofthree.- * * 

,^ml9.Kap9Qr,Kimfoleand'} > 


Rampraka^h bowled an eoccellent 
line arid put the skids on the .. 
Central middle order. Only skipper 
Khandekar played ai^tty 24 but in 
a mad scramble for runs, the 
middle order fell In a heap. 

Ayub finished with match 
figures of five for 23 off seven overs 
and It was an ideal reminder to the 
chairman of the national selection 
committee. Naren Tamhane and 
RussiJeeJeebhoy who sawthe final 
match. 

Central were all out for 122 and 
indeed disappointed the 1 OOO-odd 
gathering who had turned up to ' 

witness a close final which was the 


A strlklhg feature of t{da jj^edfs 
foundation day celebrations was' 
the presence of former Test star 
Mushtaq All. ^lart fiom Mushtaq, 
former football greats Sahu 
Mewalal and Mahabir Prasad, for¬ 
mer state PWD Minister Jatin 
Chakraborty and senior police offi¬ 
cials, including R.K. Handa, were 
present to encourage the blood 
donors. 

Alter Mushtaq inaugurated the 
camp at the Pankaj Gupta Memorl' 

The blood donation camp being 
held on Sir Frank Worrell Day 



benefit match for former Bengal 
captain Sambaran Baneijee. 

SoHSiltniloM 

al Indoor Cricket Coaching Centre. 
Subrata Das of Rupnarayanpur 
(Burdwan) was the first to donate 
blood. A stream others. Includ- 

Frank Worrell Day 

ing former Bengal Ranjl captain 

Raju Mukheijee, swimmer Surajit 
Ghosh and junior cricketer Biswa- 

17RANK WORRElXDAYwas cele- 
JT brated on Februaiy 3 to comme¬ 
morate the Cricket Association of 
Bengal's (CAB) Foundation day. 

979in Calcutta donated blood in 
memory of the legendary West Indi¬ 
an Test captain. 

The blood donation camp, jointly 
organised by the CAB andtheAsso- 
clat >r. of Voluntary Bipod Demors. 
attracted people from all walks of 
hie. Simitar camps were held in the 
districts where about 55 donated 
blood InTamluk and some more in 

jit Bhowmick. followed later In the 
day. 49 women also donated blood'. 

Fourteen government blood 
banks were Involved in the collec¬ 
tion of the blood. 

Wills Book Release 

/^OME the Calcutta Book Fair 
^M'and ITC have launched one 
more in their series of sports 
books. The Wills Book of Excellen- 

■ '■ - --n 







ce One Day Cricket, the eighth in 
the sericb, was released by former 
Test star Mushtaq Ali and Arun Lai 
Jointly at the Calcutta Book Fair 
auditorium on February 4 

With the excitement of instant 
cricket set to hitits zenith with the 
World Cup starting in Australia 
and New &aland from February 
22. the book is expected to be a 
best-seller 

Written by Bombay journalist 
Aya/ Memon, the book Is lavishly 
illustrated with coloured photo¬ 
graphs and Is possibly one of the 
most comprehensive one-day 
c ticket books ever published so far 
Pile ed at Rs 250, the book is publi¬ 
shed by Orient laingman 

Speaking on the occasion. 
Mushtaq who played his first Test 
match in Calcutta, said that had 
one day cric ket been played during 
his days, he would have taken to It 
like the proverbial duck to water 
One of the finest entertainers dur¬ 


ing his times Mushtaq answered a 
wide I ange of Impromptu ques¬ 
tions, including those on the Indi¬ 
an cricket board and the World 
Cup team selection 


NEW DELHI 


Invitation Kabaddi 

R ailways and Punjab annex¬ 
ed the women's and men’s 
titles respectively in the All Star 
Invitabon Kabaddi tournament 
For the first time in the histoiy of 
Indian Kabaddi, prize money was 
awarded to the men and women 
players The members of the winn¬ 
ing team won Rs 56,000/- the 
runners-up team received Rs 
28,000/- while the third position 
received Rs 14,000/- 
The women's ihial did not rise to 
any great heights as Railways out - 
played Maharashtra 31-7 Only in 


the first season dfd Maharashtra 
put up a fight and the half time 
score was Ifi-SinfovourofRail- 
ways. Maharashtra could not with¬ 
stand the raids of the Railways gills. 
Former Indian players Padminf 
Gmar, Amta Sawant, Monika Saha 
and Lallta Bhosla were the key 
perlormers. 

Punjab shut out local challen¬ 
gers E^hi in a keen men's final tus¬ 
sle at 34-15. The star of file trium¬ 
ph was skipper and International, 
Bahvinder Singh He demolished 
the Delhi side ^th such finesse 
and composure that he accounted 
for half his side's score. He was 
ab^r supported ly Shlvdev Singh 
and skipper Mohlnder Mohan 
Singh. 

The tournament was inaugurat¬ 
ed by KC Lenka, Minister of State, 
Agriculure. while G Venkataswa- 
my. Minister fo/ Rural Develop¬ 
ment ^ve away the prizes 
SuMSh Kumar Uw 
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South Zone 
Raiyi Trophy 


T he fact that the run quotient 
rule had to decide a^ch team 
accompanied Hyderabad from the 
South Zone into the knock-out 
sta^e of the Rar^l Tinphy 
championship Illustrates the keen 
tussle for supremacy between the 
big three In the lust concluded 
league phase of the competition 
Ultimately, l^amll Nadu pipped 
Karnataka at the post to be the 
runners-up 
It was a truty dramatic 
encounter at Bhadravab which 
brought the curtain down on a 
fascinating duel between the two 
teams Going into the game which 
incidentally was a benefit match 
for former Karnataka batting 
stalwart. Sudhakara Rao who ji^s 
a member of the Indian team which 
toured New Zealand and West 
Indies in 1976—-Tamil Nadu were 
odds on favourites to qualify for 
the knock-out stage 
For. with 80 points already in 
their bag. they were a full nine 
points ahead of Karnataka in the 
race for the second berth, 
Hyderabad with 92 points, having 
already qualified forthetopspot For 
Karnataka to qualify, they not only 
had to win outright but also had to 
prevent Tamil Nadu fiem getting 
the points they needed,to ensure a 
berth in the knock-out stage. Tamil 
Nadu, on the other hand, could 
even afford to go down to an 
outright defeat and stlU qualify if 
they got sufBcient points 
In^d. this is eioa^tly what 
happened. Karnataka won the 
low-scoring game by one wicket 
and garnered 17 points. 3tit. with 
Tamil Nadu getting eight points, 
the teams finished with ^ points 
each. However, on a supeilorTun 
quotient. Tamil Nadu Joined 
H^erak^ in the knock-out phase 
c/the competition 
In retrospect, ft was some 
mathematical miscalculatlaps 
thatpreventcxl Karnataka firqm 
ouddng it Mfith every pc^t 
pdbclous. Kkmani allowed Tamfl 
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Arshad A^: In fine form this 
season 

Nadu to get an additional bowling 
bonus point when he needlessly 
prolonged the Karnataka first 
innings Indeed, had Karnataka 
won by two wickets instead of one, 
they would have made it to the 
knock-out stage Instead, once 
Tamil Nadu had taken the ninth 
wicket m the Karnataka second 
Innings, they knew they had 
entered the next phase of the 
competition even If they lost the 
match It was a hollowvictoiy 
indeed for Karnataka 
A feature of this year s 
competition was the distmc t 
difference in cricketing standards 
between‘the big three and the 
‘smaU three’ In the last few years 
either Andhra, Kerala or Goa had 
either run “the big three close or at 
least had done veiy well 
Among‘the big three, 
Hyderabad had the best 
credentials and they were 
daserving winners of the 
Soundararajan Trophy Th^yhad 
one bad match against Kerala 
during which they conceded the 
first innings lead and got only 16 
points But they thrashed Goa and 
Andhra and got the better of drawn 
encounters a^lnst Tamil Nadu 
and fCarnetato to finish 
comfortably on top of the table 
Ifyderabad's forte was their 
batting. All their main batsmen. 
Abdul Azeem, M.V. Stldhar, R. A. 
Swaroop. >^k Jalsimha, 
ESitasham and Zakir Hussain were 
among the runk. And Arshad Ayub 


played a stellar role, both as 
aU-roim^ and captain. He 
partlculaify shone as a bowler and 
with a bag of 37 wickets surpassed 
Jalram's long standing reco^ 
(since 1964-66) of34 wickets. With 
the knock-out phase stlU to come. 
Ayub IS bound to improve on this 
fi^re 

TamU Nadu were a fine all-round 
side They were Uie only one of the 
big three not to have a bad match 
against the lesser teams, even 
thou^ they were at the receiving 
end against Hyderabad and 
Karnataka Their main batsmen 
W V Raman, Robin Singh. V B 
Chandrasekhar. N Gautamand 
Krlpal Singh all notched up 
hundreds whgeD Vasu played a 
leading role as uUlify man 
Left arm spinner, Sunil 
Subramaniam was again their 
leading wicket t^er and it came as 
a big surprise when he was not 
included in the South Zone team 
for the Duleep Trophy 

Karnataka like Hyderabad, had 
one bad match—against Goa when 
they picked up only 15 points But 
otherwise th^ performed 
creditably scoring outrlf^t wins 
over Andhra and Kerala besides 
that hollow victory over Tamil 
Nadu The batting find was yotuig 
Rahul David while veterans 
Klrmani and Jeshwanath chipped 
in with useful contributions The 
bowling damage was chiefly done 
by the spm twins—Raghuram 
Bhat and Anil Kumble 

Except for the odd batting or 
bowling feat, there was little to 
enthuse over the performances of 
Goa. Kerala or Andhra And yet 
ironically, the sli^e-most 
noteworthy feat of the season was 
performed by a {fiayer firom one of 
the lesser teams. Sudhakara 
Reddy, the Andhra opening 
batsman, performed a feat that has 
been done onfyt^one Indlan—the 
ffeat Vyqy Merchant—end by only 
four others in the history of first 
class cricket. 

Against Kerala. Redify scored 91 
and 30 and carried his bat each 
time An outstanding performance 
indeed. Pinal points table 
Hyderabad 92, Tamil Nadu 88, 
Karnataka 8fi. Kerala 51. Andhra 
35. Goa 20 









S.V. Pandit 
Memorial Cricket 


I N a thrilling encounter, Indian 
Pistons, Madras defeated State 
Bank of India. Bangalon* by 4 runs 
to lift the S V. Pandit Mcmonal 
Trophy in the first chapter of the All 
India limited-over cricket 
tournament conducted by the 
Kerala Civil Service Cricket 
Association. 

Indian Rstons won the toss and 
elected to bat on a wicket lull of 
runs. Their openers. fonnerTcst 
star T.E. Srinivasan and C.S 
Suresh Kumar gave them a 
tremendous start putting on 130 
runs for the first wicket. 

Srinivasan hit 74 runs ofl 71 balls 
with seven 4's and a six. Suresh 
Kumar made 50 runs off 59 balls. 
Captain R. Madhavan (40 runs) 
and N. Gautham (38 no.) took their 
score to242 (6wkts down) in the 
allotted 41 overs. For SBI. left arm 
spinner Raghuram Bhatt bagged 
three vnekets for 37 runs in nine 
overs. 

SBI replied strongly through 
their prolific scorer Atjun Raja who 
made 82 runs off 80 balls Atone 
stage they were 5 down for 193 in 
34 overs. But the match slipped 
away from SBI when the medium 
pacer Gautham took three quick 
wickets in his second spell. SBI 
required 10 runs in the final over 
with the last pair at the crease. 

■Ihqr managed to get only 6 runs. 
Left-hander S. Prakash remained 
unbeaten on 37. 

Aijun Raja of SBI was declared 
the man of the match. 
t q |w vKiimarT.K. 


NEW DELHI 


Asia-Oceania 

Korfball 


'I^OSUFBALL Is a hybrid of 
J\i)|indball and basketball: of 
Dutc^rigin. it is plgyed between 
teamaof mixed sexes. Korfin 


The Indian Pistons were the 
winners of the S.V. Pandit 
Memorial cricket tournament 

Dutch is basket, and was devised 
to promote the principle of 
co-education in sport. The object of 
the game is to score goals and to 
prevent the opposing team from 
sconng. 

Korfball is a team game, in which 
players of each team cooperate in 
order to su«‘ccd; each player 
directly opposed by one of the same 
sex from the other team. The 

SURESH KUMAR LAU 



Aefion durina the AaiaOoaania 
KorftMli tournament 


movement of players from division 
to division, in the prescribed 
manner, means that all players 
must be able to shoot, to defend, 
and to move the ball swiftly 
through the centre. 

The second Asia-Oceanla 
Korfball Championship held at the 
Indira Gandhi Indoor Stadium. 
New Delhi was a low key aflair. 
Only three teams—Chinese Taipei, 
Australia and hosts India—took 
part in the three-day double 
round-robin tournament. 

Holders Chinese Taipei retained 
the tftle on the basis of goal 
differences against Australia. The 
Aussles evened their score against 
Chinese Taipei with a victory in the 
second leg>match and ended up 
with equ^ points. 

Australhi placed second and 
hosts Indlaffnished third as they 
foiled to win a sin^e match in the 
three-team-doubledeague. 

Adrie Zwaanswijk of Netherland, 
International Korfball Federation 
observer sa)d:"Thequall1yof 
matches was better in the second 
Asla-Oceania Korfball 
tournament”. ^ 

The miMit was foniuilly 
inaugurated by Mr. Rq)esh 
Sharma. Minister of Culture and 
Sports. Haryana, while Mr. PA. 
San^na, Mmiafor of State for Coal 
gave away the trophy and medals. 


















WHEN THE BWJLIS LYINO 5EIJ0W YOUR 
FEET. GETTINO SET UP COMFORTABLY 

CAN 6ea problem, bend your knees, 


AIM LEFT IN ORDER TO CREATE SOME ROOK 
FOR YOUR SWING AND OPEN THE FACE . 
OF YOUR CLUB. THE BALL SWOULP FLT 
FROM LEFT TO RIGHT AND NOT RUN ON 
LANDING, SO TAKE ONE MORE CLUB. 
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QUESTIONS 

1. Examining his batting 
partner's swollen temple, an 
England batsman made the 
remark 'it looks as if half the 
ball’s in itr Who were the two? 

2. Who was the bowler 
responsible for the 
aforementioned plight of the 
batsman? 

3. Where did Don Bradman 
score the first of his 29 Test 
centuries'? 

4. What IS common between 
Harold Lanivood and Frank 
Tyson*? 

5. What batting distinction did 
Chns Old earn in the 1977 
season*? 

6. Who was the fimt West Indies 
bowler to get a Test hattrick*? 

7. What IS common between 
long-distance runners 
Brendan Foster, Meruts Yifter 
and Ron Clarke*? 

ANSWERS 

1 Geoff Boycott’s remark on 
John Edrich’s injury. 

2 Peter Pollock (South Africa) 

3. Melbourne Cncket Ground 

4. Both moved to Australia after 
retirement 

5 He hit up a century in 37 
minutes which nearly equalled 
the record held by P.G.H 
Fender (Surrey) who reached 
the hundred in 35 minutes 
against Northamptonshire in 
1920 

6. Wes Hall (V Pakistan at 
Lahore in 1958-59) 

7. Each of them IS an Olympic 
bronze medallist in 10,000 m. 

CHESS 

V ALERY SALOV lb another of 
the legion of top class pickers 
who have emigrated from the 
former Soviet Union Salov, now 
based In Spain Is a former World 
Junior champ whose title 
aspirations have been hampered 
by hecdth problems. At his best he 
plays formidable power chess and 
Is a classical model. 

White: Salov Vs Black. Van 
OerwlelOHRA*91. 

1 (M NK 2 NO «e 3 o4 b6 4 NcS Bl>4 5 BgS 
Bb7 6 ttlie gS 4 Bg3 NM 9 Qe2 Bc3 

lObcSIW m^g4l7The white 


recaptureon the 11th Is supposed 
to give more play than the 
sdtematlve way of opening the 
h-flle. Black reacts as sharps as he 
posslbhr can. White may be lightly 
better. 

12 Nh4 QgS 13 Qd2 4614 BdS Nd7 IS IM 
h5!?The Dutch GM’s new Idea. He 
Intends to challenge the f-flle by 
Rh6-ll8 

16 Rf4 Rh617 Rah HIS 18012 Ks719 S4 
Rh820c5lbe521 Bb5c622Bd3Bc823Kh1 
Rhh6. White's thematic pawn-sac 
has given him more lines to play 
down, while black's Bishop Is also 
dead Now he rips open the center. 
24 eS! dsS 25 deS (^e Diagram). 28 

Nf5lf RtS 27 RIS SB 28 Rsl Kffi 29 ReS NaS 
30 QeS Bs8 310(81 Rh7 32 Bb1 Nd7 33 Qd8 
Kg8 34 h4 g(i3 35 gh3 MS 38 Kli2 Kg7 37 
Qs5 Kg6 38 0a7 Rh8. Black has Rnally 
freed his pieces, but now the 
a-pawn Is dangerous. 

39 0b8 Ra8 40 0b2 Rd8 410a2 Kg7 42 
a4I Rb8 43 Bd3 Ra8 44 Bc2 Rb8 45 Bd3 Ra8 
48 Qc2 Kg6 47 64 c5480a2 RdS 49 Oa2 RtM 
50 a5 Bc8 510(3 Na4. Ihe two threats 
of g4 and a6 are difficult to stop In 
combination. 

52 g4l hg453 hg4fg4 54 Ba4f5 55 0g4 
( 1 - 0 ) 

DsvangalMiOiitta 


I pre-quarter-final match against 
Archie’s: 
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T he 33rd Winter Nationals at 
Nagpur in January saw Anand 
Mehta of Bombay establish a new 
national record by winning the 
Ruia Trophy for the seventh time. 
This Open Team tile, the Blue 
Riband of Indian bridge, went to 
Anand and his HCL teammates. 
Jaggy Shlvdasanl, Haren Choksl. 
Avlnash Gokhale. Rajesh Daltd 
and yours truly, for the second ybar 
in succession, 'this is fTom our 


NORTH (dunimy) 

« a 

« K104 
« AK$73 
• AK72 


WEST 
« K94 
V AJ63 

• JS 

* I086S 


EAST 
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* §1092 
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SOUTH 

• QJ102 
V Q9S72 

• 64 
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*0 4pt« orintarastmpenalising 
'Labanatanlian shonAigeomavalues(3 Apts) 


On the normal defence lead of a 
low spade lead to East's ace and a 
spiade continuation. West's king is 
ruffed out. Now even if West 
correctly ducks the king of hearts, 
declarer can and should make the 
hand by simply cashing the minor 
suit winners, ruffing a club, 
cashing a spade and then ruffing 
the last spade, giving West Just two 
trump tricks. 

Terence Reese, the famous 
British world champion of the 
fifties, used to say that ‘blind lead is 
for deaf players,'and Jaggy, bless 
him, is far from deaf. Correctly 
analysing that South had some 
strength and length in spades for 
his first-round pass and 
subsequent forward-going move 
and that North was short in 
spades, he chose to lead the king in 
order to protect the defence against 
the sort of layout of the spade suit 
that actually existed. Now declarer 
had no chacfr>-he could not afford 
to ruff the spade continuation (or 
else he might be down two for East 
would get the spade ace later and 
West would get two trumps plusa 
possible ruffi. So, 1 j^nasecond 
spade trick for my ude with the ace 
and in the fullness of time. West got 
two trump tricks wheni put 
dumn^ in with a minor-suit »tum 
at trick three. Down onf and a free 
(^>ening'lead lesswi fbr 
















IN 1975, cricket's first 
one-dc^WtHrldCupwas 
held in Enflland. 

Sponsoredby Prudential ^^B 

Assurance, the eight ^^B BB 

sides to participate were 

the slxl^st-playlng ^^B 

nations, plus Sil Lanka 

(not thoiaTest side) and 

East Africa. 

East Africa were outclassed, but Sri Lanka put 
up a braiw show, especially a^dnst Australia. The 
teams were split into two prelimlnaiy groups of four; 
the top two teams in each group progressed to the 
semifinal stage. Each innings was limited to a 
maximum of 60 overs (this remained the limitation 
until the competition moved from England in 1987). 

Hosts England reached the semi-finals, where they 
were beaten in an extraordinary match ly Australia, 
for whom left-arm fast bowler Gilmour took 6 for 14 as 
England were bundled out for a paltry 93. However, in 
helpful conditions for the bowlers, Australia slumped 
to 39 for 6, and England seemed setfor an astonishing 
win until that man Gilmour combined with Walters In 
a partnership which took Australia to victory without 
losing another wicket. West Indies easily defeated 
New Zealand in the other semi-final. 

Naturally enough, the famous Lord's ground was 
the venue for the first World Cup final. West Indies, 
batting first, lost their first wicket in typically 
Caribbean style* opener Fredericks hooked &e 
menacing, moustachioed Australian fast bowler 
Lillee out of the ground, only to find that he had 
trodden on his wicket while playing the shot. 
Favourites West Indies lost three wickets for 50 before 
former captain Rohan Kanhai Joined his successor 
Clive Ucyd in a stand of 149. which did much to lift 
West Indies to their eventual 60-overs total of 291 for 
8. Ucyd reached his hard-hit hundred from onfy 82 
balls. 

Australia's reply was undone ly brilliant fielding 
from the West Indians, in particular from the young 
Vivian Richards No fewer than five of the Australians 
were run out. three of them ly Richards. Despite a 
typically gritty 62 from skipper Ian Chappell. 

Australia looked to be slldl^ to defeat when last man 
Lll 1 ee Joined his fast-bowling partner Thomson at the 
crease at233 for 9 By dint of sensible batting, 
however, the lOth-wlcket pair added 41. and had 
West Indies worried before the final run-out settled 
matters. Just before the end there was a moment of 
high farce, as Thomson hit a catch to Fredericks off a 
no-ball. The fielder, realising that the batsman could 
notbeoutoffano-ball. threw the ball at the stumps as 
the batsmen scrambled a single. He missed, and 
watched as the ball disappeared into the spectators, 
who rushed onto the field, believing the match 

was^rwhen the catch was taken, the no-ball call 



having gone unnoticed. LffleeandHiomson ran like 
hares, perhaps hoping towln the match in one hit 
with the ball lost, but the unqplres eventually stopped 
them and awarded two runs while the oound was 
cleared again. ShrHttyafterwards, the final run-out 
ended the fim, with West Indies the winners by the 
narrow margin (d’17 runs. 





A journey into the past 
recapitulating the high points of 
cricket’s premier tournament since 
its inception in 1975.... 









FOURyears later the 
second World Cup was 
played, again In 
En^and. For the first 
time, the‘Junior' 

countries played their ||B 

own qualifying 

tournament, a process 

which saw Sri Lanka and BKm 

Canada progress to 

the World Cup proper. The tournament (which was 
conducted along the same lines as in 1975) was 
played soon alter the ‘peace’ agreement between the 
Establishment game and Kerry Packer's breakaway 
World Series Cricket: things were still rather 
confused, and West Indies and Pakistan included all 
their Packer players, while England and Australia did 
not. 

The inexperienced Australian side did not make the 
semi-finals, but England did: once there, they beat 
New Zealand in a closefought match by nine runs to 
reach the final. Ilielr opponents were West Indies, 
who overcame Pakistan in the other semi-final 
despite an excellent stand of 166 between the stylish 
pair of Majid, Jahangir Khan and Zaheer Abbas. 

A wonderful Innings from Vivian Richards, then at 
the height of his considerable powers, lit up the 
1979 final. He scored 138 not out. hitting 11 fours and 
three sixes, the last of which was an extraordinary 
shot off a well-pilched-up delivery which sent the final 
ball of the innings high over square leg into the Mound 
Stand. E^'en Richards, though, was briefly upstaged 
a whirlwind Innings from noted hitter Collls King, 
who blasted a rapid 86. King and Richards put on 139 
in 77 minutes. 

In reply. England's openers Brearlqr and Boycott 
laid a solid foundation with a stand of 129. But their 
sedate rate of scoring put pressure on the later 
batsmen, who caved in against the fast, accurate 
bowling of Croft and Gamer. The latter, a giant at 6ft 
8lns. ended the match with a spell of five wickets for 
four runs in 11 balls: England were shot out for 194. 
leaving West Indies winners once again, this time 
the comfortable margin of 92 runs. 
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WEST INDIES were hot 

fovouiltes to complete a HI 

hat-trick of Worid Cup 

wins In 1983. In the last 

tournament to date to be 

staged In England. With 

&1 Lanka now elevated 

to Test ranks, only one 

countiywasableto 

progress horn the ICCTkopI^ (the 

competition for the ‘minor’ nations): Zimbabwe won 

through, and inflicted an embarrassing defeat on 

Australia In their first match tn the competition 

proper. Once again, the teams bad been split Into two 

groups off four, but this time thi^ played each other 

twice each, thus doubling the number of matches 

played. 

Australia’s mishap against Zimbabwe—end 
another setback at India’s hands—cost them a place 
in the semi-finals, where West Indies completed a 
straightforward victory over Fakistan. At Old 
TYafibrd, surprise packets India had an equally 
comfintable victory over England, whose 
disappointing total of 213 nevo* looked enough to test 
a talented batting side. 

West Indies were overwhelming fovourites for the 
final, played at Lord’s on June 25. India, after all, had 
won only one match In the 1975and 1979 
competitions, and that against mlrmows East Africa. 
West Indies’ seemed set for an ea^ victory when they 
dismissed India for 183, SrlkkanA t&pscorlng with 
38. Andy Roberts, one offour survivors from the 1975 
final, returned the best bowling figures: hetorficSfor 
32, his analysis Including the vital wicket of the 
prolific Sunil Gavaskar for 2. 

West Indies seemed to be cruising to victory at 50 
for 1, but then a fine running dateh by Kapil Dev to 
dispose of Richards, and an untimely Injury which 
restricted Lloyd, slowed the champions down. Irrdla’s 
eager medium-pacers chipped away at the middle 
order, and suddenly West Indies were facing drfeaL 
’The gentle floaters of Amamath, the eventual Man of 
the Match, accounted f<»- three late wickets, and India 
had won a famous victory, one which assured all the 
team members of celdarlty status bade honte. 
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THE FOURTH W(^d 

Cup saw a move awi^ 

from En^and, with India 

and Pakistan co-hosdng 

the event, which saw the 

samecastofteamsasln 

1983. Zimbabwe having 

emeigedvlctmlousfrQm 

the ICC Trophy once 

again. As before, the prelimlnaiy 

matches featured two groups of four teams, adio 

played each other twice. 

llieaurprlse of the qualifying stages was West 
Indies failure to reach the semi-finals. First En^and, 
then Pakistan conjured unllkefy last-over victories 
against the former champions, and not even a recmd 
score ofSeofm 4 (Richards 181) against Sri Lanka 
could save them. 

The co-hosts had been praying for a ‘dream final* 
between India and Pakistan at the vast Eden Gardens 
ground at Calcutta, but Australia put paid to these 

The Australian hagamony bogina witti Allan Bordar’a 
raaoundingauccanain tha Indian Rallancs Cup 


fond hopes fay defeating Pakistan in tlM Lahore 
semifinal. With Mlandad and Imran going weU, 
Paldstan seonedset to overhaul AuattaUa's 267for 8. 
but four quick wickets from tearaw^ fiut bowler 
McDermott, who finished with 5 for 44. ended 
Pakistan’s challenge. England dealt a similar blow to 
India's hopes in the second send-flnal at BottftMor, 
where Gooch’s 115. which featured many 
adventurous sweep shots agsliuitlnidia'a 
spin-mlented atta^ was the mainstay of a total of 
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254for6. Despite 64 from the graceful Azharuddin, 
r nriis 35 runs short, with the veteran oflspinner 
Hehunlngs tsdChng 4 for 52. 

Cn the Qn«d> Australia got offto a tfytng start against 
smne wayward ear^ bowling. Boon’s 75. aided and 
abetted ^useful contributions frcHn Jones. Border 
and Mike Veletta. took AustralA td’253 for 5 In their 
SOwfifa. Despite the ear^ loss ofUbblnson fora' 
'dwi|^'^i^|S|8atd.seanedsetfofr forv^ afterAthey’s 


csueful 58. Getting and Lamb both reached 40. but 
one rash act from the Bnglaind captain cost him his 
wicket and pnfoabiy cost his side the match. Gatting 
essayed a reverse sweep at the first ball bowled by his 
rival captain Border, and the ball ballooned up. to be 
cau^t the wicketkeeper. Border also disposed of 

Downton, and the tailenders could not muster quite 
enough runs to take Ei^land to ^ctoiy. Australia’s 
eventual wfrmtng margin of seven runs being the 
narrowest In miy <^the four World Cup finals so far. # 
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L ASTwMkm'd 
dlsouaaadtlw 
typaof body 
ycm'r* 

looking for. Sob* of 
u* ar* ••arching for 
•»•«.. .orquantity. 
Otbora ar* looking 
for loan 

dafinition...or 
quality. Blth*rway, 
you'r* working that 
body. And that' a th* 
BMin thing. 

A lot of th* 
*x*roia*a that w* ar* 
going to liat now ar* 
probably part of your 
workout alraady. But 
th* a*or*t la to work 
h*avy. Andonmor* 
w*ight than you 
nomallyua*. One* 
you'wagotuaod to 
thatf addonowon 
moxm. Ckily by forcing 
your body to gat 


•trongar will it gat 
blggar. ao, if you'r* 
alraady doing an 
axareia* and not 
growing, than you* r* 
obvioualy doing it 
too light. 

Bar* ar* 20 graat 
bulk-bulldarai 

• Squat* I Moat of ua 
don't do thia on* with 
anoughwolght on th* 
bar. Tzyanotbar 
20-30 libunda for 
•tartar* and f **1 
thoa* thighs aeraam. 
Thay' 11 grow too. 

• bag Praaaaa > You 
naad tha aaohlna for 









thathiqhs 
haaatrlnga raal gedd 


If you can* t gdt« 
■achina, atrap 


waight a onto your 


anklaa and gat going 


• Daadllftat Tha 


back-buildar. May 


•••a boring, butdoaa 


a world of good 


• Barball B«at Row* > 


Ragardlasa of tha 


gripusad—narrow, or 


,wida—thia ona gata 


tha uppar back into 


action 


• Lat Machlna 


•Pulldown* t Yat 


anotharnaehina job 


Dona althar to tha 


front or tha back of 


thanack, It'llirldan 


thoaa lata 






i t * 9 tddii# 
tha I'aii%^.|di!^*s9iri9t' 
now? 
anothar l9-pbiwh 
a»|yea'UWKd;^ " " 
noticatha 


- : 



• BanchPraaat 


Anothar ona thlat wa 


oan alwaya alap on 


•oMawaight for. Do 
tea*/hdt do than 

hww^r- ' ■ ■ 
•‘fnalJ3«at^ai 
BgaioaUyjtha saawaa 
i^,pi!a«la^ ~ 

' ifai^aiaeapttlMlt" 
pf tha 



4if fpnanoa* draat 

^'dhi'tpidf'. 


for;.■^? 
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T he 
S late 
wtiodatiiitobe 
houreidiead In tlnie aiMl 
generatlonaaliead In 
aofdjisIlcatiQn fttim the 
restitfAuatialta, are 
paying greater attention 
tptheHimrld Cup than 
of Australia’s other 
stitfes, mainly because 
the firal (rfa truly Inter- 
natlmal cricket carni¬ 
val, featuring the worid’s 
best teams Is to be i^^red 
In their capital. 
Mdboume. 

In foct, Melbourne 
almost lost out on stag¬ 
ing the final of the Ben¬ 
son and Hedges Worid 
Cup In a tou^ battle 
wlOi Sydn^. Melbour¬ 
ne's bid was successful 
apparently laigefy due to 
the building of the new 
Great Southern Stand at 
the MCG. This new stand 
takes the capacity of the 
MCG back to the original 
100.000and a fun house 
fcMr the final—which is 
almost guaranteed— win 
mean a newworid record 
cricket attendance. 

But to regular MCG 
goers, tt will be a sad day 
because the new stand 
was built at the expense 
of the famous Bay 13, 
second In notoriety only 
to the Sydney Hill. It's 
like the Ekicn Gardens 
without the legendary 
Block D Many believe 
that the atmosphere of 
the ground has been rob¬ 
bed but since the beer 
remains the cheapest in 
conipartsion with the 
rest of the stadium, there 
win be plenty of people 
who will return to the 
erstwhile Bay 13 
Tickets for the finals 
arc already going atapre- 
mlum because It has 
almost been taken for 
granted that AuathaUa 
will be flaying at the 
MCG on ktoch 2Sk 
UfMllEver, tidiet demand 
*.|||||a8desperate«» 


that (g* the Tooty'match 
held In Mdlboixme the 
other dcty when one fim. 
de^ieratety looking far a 
ticket stood with a board 
which sald^ "Free sex for 
one ticket". Whether the 
fen was male or female 
we don't know, but I sup¬ 
pose that to the question. 

Nevertheless, Mel¬ 
bourne is all set for the 
tourism wlndfell which 
will come with the Worid 
Cup final. 56.000 tour¬ 
ists are expected to 
spend more than $30 mil¬ 
lion on accomodation, 
food, ^<q>ping. trans¬ 
port and tourist attrac¬ 
tions. Most b^ Melbour¬ 
ne hotels clahn to have 
heavy bookings for seve¬ 
ral days either side of the 
final. I^antas. the official 
international airline fcsr 
the tournament but now 
reeling under financial 
problems, says it expects 
to carry more than 2,000 
passengers from &itain 
alone to and from the 
World Cup. The Australi¬ 


an Cricket Board expects 
to release a repmt giving 
a detailed txeakdo^ m 
the economic and tour¬ 
ism inqiactctf the 
tournament. 

The tourismdepait- 
ment says that the Worid 
Cup would be the btgCest 
sporting hi^til4^t In Md- 
boume fix'at least the 
next five years. And they 
say that the ectxiomlc 
benefits don't just lie in 
immediate tourist dd- 
lars. Mdbourne will reap 
the benefit for years to 
come finrn the Internatio¬ 
nal exposure it Win 
receive adien the tourna¬ 
ment final is broadcast to 
more than l.Sbillion tele¬ 
vision viewers in more 
than 40countrlra. Even 
StarTV. Hong Kong will 
be doing thetr bit during 
the Worid Cup and they 
have signed up Sunil 

56,000tourists ara 

siqMetsdtofhiekto 
Mdbounw for tiM World 
Cup 




OlwMlMBri 
ftsliididlAi 
ctwnnddikfo ' 

nSM^Ote] 

Statetfoe^ 

Inhoaidtdblet 
oftotu-lng teorifodbiiift^, 
nued wtth a 38 nm 
against UMlia, JifeUlm 
ifeysbefoea, theVictejit*'' 
anshofigonewlthlnap ^ < 
wicket ofbeatltw 
nuneqft feyourttea, 
Pakistan. Itseemattte 
teams for the Wfoikl City)' 
a»8entto]fiatytfte 
stnxtyVfotoifonoiteHdkQr 
line-up so that the drahi 
cm the morale of the tour¬ 
ing teams can hdp 
Australia’s chances of 
defending the Worid Cup. 

Ml^t was funity about 
the warm-up matches 
was thatth^were plity-. 
ed in'simulated'W(Mrld 
Cup condlticxis; the 
umpires wore coknired 
clothing and the sight 
screens were blac)^ put 
so batsmen could pick 
out the ball. Even Victori¬ 
a's Merv Hughes'zinc 
cream was black. But for 
all that 'realism', the 
players wore their custo* 
maiy white perhaps Just 
to remind pMple timtit 
was. after all, onty a 
warm-up afikir. 

Not that the spectators 
cared after sonto time, 
espectaltyvriien the 
Fosters and the Sunday 
sun began to take thdr 
toU. 

But the Jcdce d the 
month belongs to tbeChS* 
nese imnHgsant who htyt, 
come with bfeAusste " 
pcds to wattm theWu^ f 
upmatdi. Inttafodit^'' 
hfe matds were ridted^ 
hfeladkdiitypiirMI^^ 
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"If s Incredible how much you 
can start loving a Status pair of 
shoes. With the kind of colours, 
designs and above aH, the kind of 
comfort Status offers, you really 
wouldn't want to look at atiy 
other name In shoes. Status 
shoes perfectly match my aH- 
tound knage, as th^r can be 
worn anytime, anywterel” 
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Yes, poor eating can mean poor growth. 


A child who does not eat property does not get all 
the nutrition his txxJy needs. Inadequate nuMtion 
can hamper a child's growth. To supplement his 
nutrition give him Complan. Complan contains milk 
protein ideal for growing children plus 22 other vital 
foods their bodies need. 

Complan i$ available In 
5 delicious flavours 


Complan 



CompljBte PiannedFood 









T hey may stoop to any level 
to put mo oH. I have ttie 
mental strength to survive all 
this and much more Everything I 
do results in controversy. The 
public must be wondering how 
one guy can go to such lengths 
to hog the headlines. But frankly 
all this publicity disgusts mo, I 
would rather be left alone to fjlay 
h.ockey. whicti I enjoy. 

M A^t\ 1'A t r(■' e;., a j , 
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F or so long. 1 was fighting for 
attention. I had to put on a 
little sideshow and say. hey 
notice mo over here Now I don't 
have to fight for atlenlion Last 
year it was a chaileuyo for me to 
get the recor d and this year it s a 
challenge to hold him off. get ttie 
gold medal and hopefully break 
the record again. 
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lEOITORIAL 


\^\jEaU know that the India 
team's perfynnanceao&a’haa 
been dismal and it deserves 
at^ stricture or criticism that 
you and I may wish toOingat 
it. What we did not realise was 
that thesituatimt waaso 
desperate that a hi^Uy 
resourceHilfimner Indian 
captain has su^ested that 
KapUDevhe trade into a 
pk^ring manager. 



f 



When thiawaabrou^tto 
the notice the BCCI 
president he was as con/used 
astheresttd'ua. WasitmeoT 
those topgue-ia-cheek 
remlarka that thiafmmer 
cricketer sometinKa makes to 
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countty... and erroneously 
presume that this makes 
them a hundred times wiser. 

According to one statement 
by the manager, the Indians 
do not even know the basics of 

cricket, and if Abbas All Baig 

0 

hopes that he can teach his 
team in the next few days how 
to run between wickets and 
back-up throws, all of us wish 
him the best. Some of us 
would like to be a little more 
pragmatic and submit that, 
while we do expect India to 
make it to th&seml-nnals. it is 
only because much of the 
opposition is a little weak this 
year. 

You may recall that, a few 
years ago. Australia also went 
through a similar period, 
when there was no discipline 
on the field (there was also 
plenty of rowdyism off it which 
thankfully does not not apply 
to the Indians). The 
Australian Cricket Board 
came down heavily by not only 
putting Simpson, who is 
pretty sharp, in charge but 
encouraging Border to take an 
inflexible stand. 

The change was almost 
immediate and Australia, 
inspite of not having all tha t 
talented a side, began to win 
more often. Even now they do 
not have a batsman with 
Tendulkar’s ability, an 
all-rounder like Kapil Dev. a 
spinner ofTuSneU’a class or an 








Ian Botham, a fine alf^under who i good university player is 

has aeon better days __ 


opening attack quite as 
effective as Pakistan's. But 


eminent fy beatable. Apart 
from Hick they will be relying 
on Gooch and Lamb, neither 
ofwhom will play another 


and Salim Malik is not known 
for his love of fast wickets or 
the moving ball white moat of 
the other batsmen haveyet to 
find their feet In International 
cricket. They have a trio of 
well-built fast bowlers 
(althoufdi Waqar Younts has 
since failed the fitness test) 
and a charismatic captain 
who leads his team like a 
feudal overlord (probably the 
best way to do it in Pakistan). 

The West Indians, with 
some unfathomable wisdom, 
have dropped Dujon. 
Greenidge and Richards. 
Haynes and Richardson are 
not quite as devastating The 
bowling depends largely on 
Ambrose, but it Is going to 
take a number of years before 
the West Indians recover from 
the rather shortsighted 
(though in this period, highfy 
effective) policy of overloading 
the side with fast bowlers to 


their captain manages to 
extract that extra bit of 
enthusiasm at the 
appropriate time and that is 
one reason why they are the 
favourites to win. 

En^and, the second 
favourites, have their own 
peculiar problems: they have 
lost Lawrence and any aide 
which has to recall Ian 
Botham, a One all-rounder 
but one who has deflnitefy 
seen better days, and Pring^ 
whomayatb&stbeaUleda 


World Cup. 

Their best bowler happens 
to be a spinner and. no matter 
how good an orthodox spinner 
may be, he is not usually a 
match- winner in a 
limited-over game. Their 
dekUngis hardly electric but 
they are solid professionals 
who. If0ven an opportunity, 
will not let it slip out of their 
grasp. 

Pakistan remain a bit of an 
unknomt factor. They can no 
lemger depend on Miandad 


the detriment of their batting. 

All In all. thisisan open 
World Cup. Worse Indian 
sides have beaten stronger 
opponents. It's a bit like 
waiting for spring, knowing 
fully well that there is no tack 
of flowers in the garden. 

Sofarithasbeena 
thorou^ify frustrating 
ejqierlaice. and the thou^t 
that moat of India's matches 
are going to start at some 
unearthfy hour Is not going to 
add to the pleasure. 0 








IT ALL DEPENDS ON.... 
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contends that 
the ratings of 
each team*s 
chances at the 
World Cup, are 
almost totally in 
sync with their 
respective 
skipper’s 
capaoilities 


^ T||r T IS no coincidence 

■ that the prospects 

■ ofthe nine teams at 
■flL the World Cup are. 
in ascending or 
descending order. 
In-keeping with the 
eUldency and the calibre 
dTthe team captains The 
ratings of each team's 
chanms are almost in 
sync with the sldpper's 
personal identity 
Australia are hot 
Cavourltes, followed by 
Pakistan. England, the 
West Indies. India. New 
Zealand, South Africa. 
SrlLankaand 

* Zimbabwe. Take a look at 
the nine captains and 
you would, at this point 
of their careers as 
captain, rate them in 
similar order. 

It Is no coincidence, for 
one-day cricket is now a 



Imran Khan: aalactor, captain, motivator and star playar to boot 


game ol tactics in which business. He has efforts that Australian 

captalnr^ and strategy become a brilliant cricket has won l»ck 

are all important Since one-day strate^st He respectability, his 

the early Eighties, the has his field placings dynamic leadership * 

balance ofthe ^me has down to a fine art and being the primaxy reason 

swung more to the there’s rarely anything for Austrajia’s revived 

fielding side More often approaching a senst of cncket image When 

these days it is the panic in his captaincy. Border goes out to bat, in 

finding side which will even when opposing his usual purposdiil 

dictate Ole terms of play batsmen are on the manner, one can almost 

With tlgl^ bowling, clever rampage see the Australian flag 

field placements and Border is fast billowing behind him. No 

aggressive captaincy approaching national wonder, considering his 

If Australia are hero status in Australia best moments have 

considered the hottest Perhaps, he’s already come when leading the 

team in the tournament, there. He did not want /\ustralian team or when 

then Allan Border is the the captaincy, but it is getting them get out of a 

best captain in the largely through his spotol bother. 











"As he has grown in cricketing stature, so has 
Border's acceptance of responsibility ", notes Phil 
Wilkins, reputed Australian cricket wrlter.'When he 
inherited the captaincy, he offered the team honesty 
and stability as a man and as a batsman. He offered 
the team professionalism and he offered the team an 
attitude neither discoloured by emotion nor 
promis.es.'From a reserved personality and reluctant 
captain, he has matured into one of the 
most direct and 
intelligent leaders 
Australia has had in 
years". And one 
supposes that includes 
Bob Hawke and Paul 
Keating. 

If Border has a hero 
among current 
cricketers, it is the 
England captain, 

Graham Gooch. "He's 


P AKISTAN captain Imran Khan isn't making any 
such promises about retirement after this 
tournament. Imran had dreamt of saying goodbye in 
style by winning the last World Cup in 1987. but after 
his team was knocked out in the semi-finals, he 
decided to continue. Imran thinks he will go quietly 
next time. "1 think it's all too dramatic." he says. The 
first time he tried to retire. Imran found himself 
confronted by General Zia-ul-Haq. Aside from 

that. Imran's p>ersonaI 
mall rose ab^ve a 
hundred letters a day. 
his phone rang 
incessantly and one 
group threatened a 
hunger strike if he didn't 
return to the game. In the 
February of 1990, after 
lasing 0-1 to Australia in 
a series once again 
marked by umpiring 


Rfctiantedn says he's 
captain and that be illces he is 
proQressin^. And he sa^ifiatiie^as ^ 
intentions of gettlnij 

West Indies distfam for ' 




nearly 40 years old and 

In my mind the best player In the game"., says Border. 

Over the course ol'the Eighties, the En^lsn team 
has been like a man whose hiccups Just won't go 
away, and even the most ardent Pommie admirer 
would have to admit that there have been more bad 
times than good. Certainly that was the case In Test 
cricket, but perhaps not in one-day cricket. Indeed, 
the English have always had the tactical aspects of 
the game sussed out. simply because they play so 
much oflt. In fact, many would argue that this has 
been one of the reasons for their steady and 
continuing decline in the longer game.. But in all this 
turmoil, t he captaincy appears to be stable, now that 
Gooch has proved that he can lead the side without 
losing form. He knows the short game Inside out and 
is an excellent tactician. Though Gooch recently 
claimed that hIs "petrol tank was nearing empty" and 
that he might be quitting soon, his game has 
improved since England settled for him as captain in 
1990. 

A big. shambling man with a hangdog-like 
expression, he likes showing up the youngsters, "It's a 
big motivation to try to play better than them. I get a 
kick out of it. And if they want to take my place on 
merit. they'll have to be bloody good" he says. Gooch 
loves nothing more than leading from the front, and 
since the English have never been slouches at 
one-day cricket, no-one is writing them off In the 
World Cup. 

If winning the World Cup would mean the climax of 
Border's almost single-handed resurrection of 
Australian cricket, then for Gooch a win in the World 
Cup would mean putting English cricket right bark 
where it once belonged, oh. so many years ago: at the 
lop! And it won't be a shock if Gooch happens to 
announce his retirement from international cricket, if 
he lays his hands on the Cup at the MCG on March 25. 

No Richard*. No Dujon. No Gkaanidga. No Blahop. 
ta Does Richardaon have a chance In hall? 








Qooch (ham wrtth Lamb) 
la busy Ktaping Engllah 
honourintaet 

controversies. Imran 
resolved to retire this 
tlm&xvith no fanfare. 

The baton was to be 
passed on to younger 
men. many of them 
personally drafted into 
the side by the captain. 
"The worst thing about it 
was that I even gave my 
boots to Waqar." recalls 
Imran. "I wasso sure 
that was the end of my 
career, but one lesson 1 
have learnt is that you 
don't have command 
over life. ” 

Like Allan Border. 

Imran has come to 
signify all that is good in 
his country’s cricket. 
There are very few with 
his qualities as a 
captain, and as a man. 
Imran recently told a 
story that Illustrated the 
quality of his 
baclq^und and what it 
is to be Pathan of the 
Niazi tribe. A great uncle 
of his. a policeman, when 
attacked by a leopard near 
his village, rammed his 
watch down the 
leopard’s throat. They 
rolled on the ground with 
Imran's uncle shouting. 

"If you are the son of a 
sher, I am the son of a 
Niazi". His orderly 
stabbed the leopard. 
I»omptlng the animal to 
kill the orderly, which in 
turn gave the policeman 
time to kUl the ler^ard. 
Imran's uncle was in 
, hospital for six months . 
but eventually lived to be ' 
a lOOyearsold. Imran tells 


Gooch is nearly 40 years old and in my 
mind the best player in the world" 
Allan B uder 



the story as If he lives his life with this as his mot to. 
Well, one things for sure—Pakistan cricket will be 
hoping Uiat Imran lives to be a 100 years old, and if he 
can play till then, all the better. 

Adopting a strategy which he describes as ‘artallary 
selection ^m training camps, hearsay and .so on', he 
has built the P^lstan tean into one that could claim 
to be the most exctdng in the world. And if Australia 
fi^uently describe Simon O’DomieU and Steve 



















The Indians are 
being quoted at 6*1 
by the 

bookmakers, the 
same price as 
Richardson’s team 
and that would 
seem a little 
flattering to both 

teams, since the 
Aussies are at 
2>7-1, Pakistan 
3 ’tI and England 
5*1 


Waugh as "the pefect 
one-day all-n)un{lers". 
then they ought to be 
reminded that neither 
has figures to match 
Imran. His batting 
average In one-day 
cricket Is above 33. and 
he has taken close to 170 
wickets at an average of 
lltUe over 25. And If that 
Isn’t enough, he’s also a 
master tactician and 
Inspirational captain, 
who leads by example • 
and seems to knowjust 
how to manipulate the 
occasionally suspect 
temperament of some of 
his countrymen. 

His teams attitude has a 
tendency to get frayed around the edges when the 
pressure is really on, but Imran’s discipline curbed 
this to a large extent. 

He once denigrated one-day cricket as a ’lottery’, 
but has since softened his stance and perhaps would 
like nothing better than to win the ’lottery’ this time. 

A nother captain who would consider this 
tournament as something of a ’lottery’. Is West 
Indies captain Richie fUchardson. Taking over from 
Vivian Richards must be like, as they say in the trade, 
following Bradman to the crease. Yet, he too. under 
his trademark maroon hat. has the power to turn a 
game upside down with his bat. 

Perhaps the WIndles' greatest drawback over the 
last kw years Is their apparent unwillingness to adopt 
special tactics for the one-day game; a factor which 
must account for their comparatively poor record in 
recent years. The West Indians Just generally play 

If Martin flopt, ttw Kiwis will sat Crows 


A simpiosquation: If Mia fall, Asa’s eaptalney goaa 

their Test side and tend to approach the game as a 
shortened Test. Evidence of this is seen In the lack of 
gootjl all-rounders In the side, and their over-reliance 
on tearaway Past bowlers, which at times can be veiy 
expensive. Perhaps because of their failure in recent 
times. Vlv Richards repeatedly gave the Impression 
that the WIndles regarded one-day cricket, simply as 
a sideline which had to be worked around Uieir Test 
ambitions. Now a great deal of their hope for success 
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tn this World Cup Will depend tiot on^ oii their 
brilliant individual players, but on whethernew 
captain Richardstm will be willing to take a close look 
at just what's required for one>day success. Could he 
alter (he team's tactics accordir^ly. particularly by 
ftttlng their more wayward quicks to slow down a 
liUle. outthlnk batsmen and stop ^ving them so 
many runs? 

Richards says he's enjoying being captain and that 
he likes the way he is progressing. And he says that he' 
has intentions of getting around the apparent West 
Indies disdain for this form of the game. In fact, that 
seems to be slowly changing with the new era their 
selectors have encouraged. But the fact still remains 
that the West Indies do not know how to win these 
games, especially the tight ones. 

The other captain who has to do a lot of soul 
searching for himself and his team is Indian skipper 
Azharuddln. Azhar can only hope that his side's 
fault'ildden World Series perfoitaances has prepared 
his less-experienced players for the pressure of ^e 
'big one'. That he and his team do not rate highly on 
the list is entirely through their own fault. In fact the 
Indians are being quoted at 6-1 by the bookmakers, 
the same price as Richardson's team and that would 
seem a little flattering to both teams, since the 
Aussles are at 2 1 /2-1. Pakistan 31/2-1, and 
Engird 5-1. 

Following the West 
Indies and India are 
co-hosts New Zealand at 
33-1. Post-Hadlee 
cricket was aiwa3rs going 
to be tough for the Kiwis, 
but with their captain 
Martin Crowe In some 
personal strife, it seems 
that the World Cup has 
come around ayear too 
soon for New Zealand 
cricket. Crowe is a driven 
man and is conscious of 
his position as a captain 
of a naUonal sporting 
team In a small nation. 
Not only is he injured, 
but he is also a disgusted 
man after getting out in 
the Test against England 
last month when only 
four runs were needed to save the game. 

The Kiwis, as a cricketing nation seem to fall 
somewhere bepveen two worlds. While they are 
capable of upsetting the more fancied teams 
sometimes, they are not quite of the first rank. So. for 
Martin Crowe, It is a dilfi^lt position to be In. 

' Supporters, and indeed the players themselves, are 
ahimys looking for big things and when they don't 
rome off there Is bound tabe (hsappointment 

, i^XPECTATfONSMe al^ h^ forScwth AfHca^ 

>/r,^tour. spmebrave-H^ 

2 .-1; s(mtl^ntal--4puls wen 


Not for a long time 
have the cricketing 
hopes of so many 
depended on so 
few. These nine 
gentlemen (the 
captains) embody 
the aspirations of 
entire nations and 
peoples. And 
especially the 13 
men who stand 
behind each of 
them 
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Aussfe-South Africa final. The South Africans have 
found that no matter how strong their domestic 
competiUon appears to be. It Is no substitute for 
international competition. And now with Jimmy Cook 
and Clive Rice out of the side, the team will be lacking 
the little experience it seemed to have. 

New captain Kepler Wessels has had a long and 
unpredictable international career, having played 
for. the Rest of the World in the WSC Series, the 
Aussie Test side, Kim Hughes* rebel team against 
against South 


work) will be focuss^ on' his tesun, and the eyes of 
Australia, in particular, will be on him. 

Wessels leftAustralia under a'cloud six years ago 
after a disagreement with the Australian Cricket 
Board (ACB). He was even called a traitor and a double 
crasser. But says Wessels. T have no ill feelings about 
returning" as ^uth African captain. "1 was very 
grateful for the opportunity to play here and 1 ehjiqred 
it tremendously". The ACB signalled its conciliatoiy 
intentions towards Wessels. when they granted him 


Alrica. and South Africa 
against Mike Gatling's 
rebels. Bui no-one could 
ever have Imagined when 
he left his adopted 
country that he would 
return as captain of an 
ofliclal and 

internationally accepted 
South African team. 
Wessels who said 
recently, that his whole 
career seemed to have 
been a battle against 
adversity of one kind or 
the other, was given the 
captaincy in typically 
challenging 
circumstances. 

There was an uproar in 
South Africa when Clive 
Rice. Jimmy Ctjok and 
Peter Kirsten were 
dropped from the World 
Cup team. Petitions were 
collected even one 
claiming to have 30,000 
signatures, calling for 
their reinstatement, and 
though Kirsten was 
recalled Rice and Cook 
stayed at home. Rice, 
was .scathing in his 
criticism of the chairman 
of selectors. Peter van 
der Merve. with whom he 
has had a long running 
personal clash, calling 
the selection Idiotic* 

Rice has since been 
signed as a commenlator 
wit h Channel Nine. 

The circumstances 
therefore provide a tough 
test for Wessels* team 
and his captaincy: the 
eyes of the 

Wessels (Inset) leads a 
team(right) high on hope 

but cntlcslly short of 
experlencs 








permlsston to play l()r Sduth Afilca a^inst Australia, 
w^lch he needed under the ICC nties. But the 
question is. have the people forgiven him? 

Wessels is very optimistic about his team but Is also 
realistic enough to look at this tournament as "part of 
the learning curve in international cricket". Two other 
teams, and their captains, for whom this tournament' 
will also be more a learning experience than'ansrthing 
else are. Sri Lanka and Aravlnda de Silva and 
Zimbabwe and David Houghton. 


The hemour of being naaonaloapt^nwafrtHmst , 

upon de Silva in 1990when Ai|unaKat*ntuinge wa$ 
not considered to tour England. 'Th«te waapootber 
alternative but to let Aravlnda ied% saysfonheir 
batsman and now WorldCup mariager Duleep 
MendlS. "HewasyoungbuttherewsAno^oneelse. He 
now has to prove himself as an Inspiring leader Just as 
he has prc«^ himself a world class batsmen". Arui. if 
de Silva can improvise with his captaincy like fie has 
done with his battlr^ (dien he could soon make It up 







Wessels is very optimistic about bis team, 
but he’s also realistic enough to look at 
this tournament as "part of the learning 
curve in International cricket" 


the captains list. 

Like Sri Lanka, there is no denying that (he 
Zimbabwe side too have the potential to annoy and 
perhaps even upset the odd team. And their captain 
David Houghton is yet anolherleader on (rial during 
the World Cup. In a team packed with experienced 
players. Houghton has been given the burden of 
captaincy in his third World Cup. Houghton's 
Importance to the side, apart from being captain, lies 
chieily in his ability to play match winning knocks 
against the best bowling attacks tn the world. 
Formerly a wicketkeeper cum batsman, he will only 
don the gloves if Andy Flower is injured, no doubt 
more concentrated on establishing hts role as captain 
and mmbabwe's presence tn wmid cricket. 

Last week when the 126 cricketers Involved in the 
World Cup gathered In Sydney for an official 
photc^raph.you tended tolndenttfy each team by the 
man who sto^ in fnmi of the slnf^e file rows. Not for a 
long time have the cricketing hopes of so many 
depended on so few. These nine gentlemen embody 
the aspirations of entire nations and peoples. And 
especially the ISmenwho stand behind each of them. 


















By DAVID McMahon 

S ACHIN TENDULKAR, star of the Indian squad 
that is contesting the 1992 World Cup, has 
only vague memories of the day India won the 
1983 World Cup 

I was too young at the time to know exactly what 
was happening I was only 10 years old My elder 
brother A|it was jumping around and getting worked 
up as the match unfolded. 1 tended to mimic his 
actions I was ha<y about the precise details of what 
was happening, but his excitement filtered through to 
me I Just knew that India was going to win 
At that stage, he conceded, the thought that he 
would be playing for his country two World Cup s 
hence, alongside some of the stars of the 1983 ' 
triumph, was furthest Irom his mind Why, I ask 
Because, he replies, with disarming simplicity, he 
had not started playing cricket at that age. 
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Not cricket in Its strictest sense. With other 
youngsters In the Bombay suburb of Bandra, he 
played Impromptu games with a termls ball. It was not 
un^ he was 12 that he began playing the game with a 
cricket ball. His dreams always Involved playing for 
India, yet at that stage it might have seemed like a pipe 
dream. 

Buthis rise was meteoric. At 14, he became the 
youngest cricketer In Bombay's 14-member squad for 
1 the Ranji lYophy. an inter-state competition. 

That year. In the Harris Shield Inter school 
tournament, he played live innings and scored an 
astounding 1028 runs. Including a century, an 
unbeaten double century and tvro unbeaten triple 
centuries Because he was dismissed only once In 
that tournament, he ended with a Harris Shield 
average of lO 28. 

One of the highlights of his year was when DUlp 
Vengsarkar. the stylish Bombay batsman who was 
also, at the time, captain of the Indian side, gave him a 
new Gunn and Moore bat. Another memorable 
moment came after Tendulkar was overlooked for the 
state’s award for the best Junior cricketer. 

Former Indian captain Sunil Gavaskar, the only 
bat sman to score more than 10.000Test runs, leamt 
that the youngster was bitterly disappointed at being 
overlooked. Gavaskar who had already retired from 
the Test arena, was on his way to Bombay airport to 
board a flight to London, where ne was to play an 
exhibition match at Lord's. When the car reached the 
departure terminal. Gavaskar, leaning on the bonnet 
of the vehicle, scribbled a quick note to be delivered to 
the teenager. 

Gavaskar congratulated him on his performances 
over the season saying. 'What was most Impressive 
was the way you batted alone when the others around 
you were not contributing much." 





The note exhorted him not to neglect his academic 
career and ended with the postscript, referring 
obliquely to himself, "don't be disappointed at not 
getting the award for the best junior cricketer. If you 
look at the (list of) past winners you will And one name 
missing—and that person has not done too badly In 
Test cricket." 

Ther^was never any doubt that fame awaited 
Tendulkar, who set his first world record when only 
14. He and Vlnod Kambli combined In a664 run 
partnership, a record for any wicket In any class of 
cricket. Tendulkar scored 329, not out. his partner 
348not out. 

The lad who outscored him was Vlnod Kambli, 
Kambli made his one day debut for India at Shaijah 
last October, was a notable omission from the Test 
squad to tour Australia, but has rejoined the touring 
team for the World Cup. Kambli has been 
philosophical about the fact that his friend has had a 
three year head start on him in international cricket. 
Last year, he told an Indian journalist: "Sachin took 
the M up: Ill take the stairs." 

The cricketing bond between the two Bombay 
youngsters is unique. Gavaskar notes, with a wiy 
smile, thatTendulIiar, normally quiet and reserved in 
the Indian dressing room, comes out of his shell when 
Kambli Is at hand. For a lad who scored his first Test 
century while was still too young to apply for a driving 
licence, Tendulkar Is remarkably level headed. For a 
player who is so effervescent on the field, he Is 
remarkably quiet off it. happy to be listening on his 
Walkman to Phil Collins or Sting. Every breath he 
takes, every stop he makes Is followed ty literally 
millions of fans in his homeland. 

He admits that he enjoys the fame and status, but 
remains remarkably unaffected ty It. He still lives 
with his parents and brother. His father Ramesh, a 
retired ipiiverslty professor. Is a published poet who 
has not yet watched the most famous l8-year-old in 
India play a Test match. His mother Rajani said In 
1989the year he was capped for his country, "Hewas 
always such an excitable boy, always running around 
the house, but now he is so much more serious and 
composed". 

His elder brother. Ajlt, Is one of two people to have 
had an Influence on his early career. The other, his 
mentor. Is Ramakant Achrekar. who began coaching 
him just before his 12th birthday. "He has taught me 
many aspects of the game.” said Tendulkar. 

"But I think the most Important piece of advice he ever 
gave me was never to throw rrqr wicket away. He 





instilled In me the notion that a bowler would have to 
earn my wicket and that Is something I have nem* 
forgotten. 

"Another very valuable thing about working with 
him when I was so young was the amount of 
opportunities he gave me. It was not Just the advice, 
not Just his presence when we were In the nets, but 
the fact that he gave me a lot of match practice. That 
was how 1 developed my cricketing temperament, 
'fhere's a world of difference between playing your 
shots in the nets and playing them out In the middle In 
a match situation. 

"He never tried to change my style or my approach 
to the game. He never tinkered with my grip or 
technique. All along, he told me to play tny natural 
game and not to worry about anything else. He would 
simply tell me, ’Everything will lx all right’. His 
encouragement never wavered." 

While Tendulkar was still blazing a trail for himself 
in school cricket. Bombay captain and Test veteran 
Vengsarkar heard of his high scoring feats. "I heard a 
lot about him, but hadn't seen himln his school 
matches." said Vengsarkar who was shortly to 
captain India. "Everyone said I should play him In the 
slate side, but 1 said He’s only 15: and ifhe gets hurt 
everyone would blame me." 

"At the Cricket Club of India, I once asked Kapil and 
the boys to bowl really quick to at him. He impressed 
me playing them very well, so then there was no 
question about his ability." 

Tendulkar was picked to play a Ranji Trophy match 
against Gujarat and scored an unbeaten century on 
debut. By t his time, he was being spoken about as a 
‘possible* for India's 1988 tour of the West Indies, but 
was not even selected for the pre-tour training camp. 
Among those aghast at his exclusion was former 
Indian captain AJlt Wadekar, who praised his 'perfect' 
technique, and said, "1 do not understand the logic 
behind his exclusion." Coach Achrekar was 
disappointed, too. "He learnt a lot when he was a 
reserve for the Bombay teaun. In the same way, I think 
he should have gone to the West Indies, not to play the 
Tests but to watch and learn and to use that 
experience In the other tour matches." 

'Tendulkar has no regrets about missing selection 
on that tour, but says. "I would have certainly learnt a 
lot even If I had not played any of the Tests. Just being 
in the Indian squad would have been a valuable 
experience." He speaks without any apparent sense of 
awe of the time he was named In the Indian squad to 
tour Pakistan in late 1989. On the fourth day of a 
domesitc match, a cricket writer told him that he had 
been included in the side. "Looking back on it now, I 
can't recall exactly what my emotions were. I Just 
didn’t knowwhattosay.The first thing I did was ring 
my parents to break the news to them." The 
excitement filtered through gradually, but the 
moment was probably more overwhelming than you 
might think, ^ven the laconic manner in which 
Tendulkar narrates the incident: he cannot 
remember who the cricket writer was. 

1^ says he cannot quantify the lessons he has 
lew. on this tour ofAustralla. There Is'an amazing 


aura of self confidence aty>ut this young man, yet his 
ego is in harness. He feels he has matured as a 
batsman, a fair understatement given that he was the 
only Indian batsman to score two Test centuries on 
tour. 

"This tour has toughened me up, mentally and 
physically. I set ntyself goals for every tour and at the 
end of each series 1 try and analyse how I have 








Improved. After this series. I know concentration 

Is stronger than ever. Mentally, 1 am more resilient 
too. Ayear and a half ago. I tended to slash outside the 
off stump. But I have curbed that v^e I have not 
compromised on aggression." 

It Is not just his aggression, but his technique as 
well that wins singular praise from Indian tour 
manager Abbas ^ Balg. A former Test cricketer and a 
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You can jusUilcture the scene If he surpasses 
Gavaskar’s Test tally of 10,122 runs and 35 
centuries. Tendulkar would be the first to arrive 
at the great man’s doorstep, wringing his 
handsln consternation to say, 'I’m terribly 
sorry, Mr. Gavaskar’ 
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batsman of renown, Balgadmlts that Tendulkar Is 
quite‘astonishing*. Though he Is not the man who 
habitual^ uses superlatives Balg sums up 
Tendulkar's talent as Incredible.' which In turn iM 
says leads to high expectations eveiytlmehe walks to 
the crease. 

"He Is the answer to a captain's prayers. I can’t see 
anyone emulating his feats or achieving what he has 
achieved at Utls age. He has great cricket brain, wdiich 
Is adequate^ matched by his powers of 
concentration. Of all the Indian cricketers I have seen| 
only VIJay Manjrekaqthe late father of current Test 
cricketer Sanjay Manjrekar| had the same 
combination and concentration and talent but even 
he was more defensive than Sachin. This Is a lad who 
Is completely unspoilt by fame. Because of what he 
has achieved,though, one tends to forget that he Is 
still only 18”. 

Australian pace bowler Michael Whitney who 
played against Tendulkar in three of the five Test this 
summer, echoes that sentiment. "You sort of struggle 
to come to terms with the fact that this bloke is onfy 18. 
In the l^dney Test, he knew he was running out of 
partners and hejust went for the bowling. It was 
unbelievable batting. The cenluiy he scored against 
us at Sydney was just sensationai. He is so co^dent. 
so mature, yet off the field he is so shy. 

The most amazing thing about the way he played in 
this series was that hejust kept scoring runs while 
the rest of the battlngjust kept falling down around 
him. The way he dominated proceedings, you tended 
to forget that there was a man of Vengsarkar's talent 
In the batting lineup. 

"I didn't bowl to any particular plan against him, 
but at Brisbane I got him with an Inswinglng yorker, 
which was very pleasing. I remembered an incident in 
England in 19^, when he was on 99 and I bowled him 
wl^ a similar delivery, but it was a no ball". 

Tendulkar,thus reprleved,reached his century off 
Whitn^'s next delivery and reacted instinctively, 
saying. "I’m terribly sorry, Mr Whitn^". The bowler 
chucMesat the memory. 

Gavaskar cautions that the real pressure will come 
when—and if— the Indian side comes to re^ solely on 
Tendulkar's considerable talents to pull it through 
every crisis. Already Tendulkar is being spoken of as 
the person most likely to Inherit the Gavaskar manUe 
of greatness, but he shies away from the comparison. 
Being spoken of in the same breath as Gavaskar, to 
him, is akin to blasphemy. 

"One should not even think In those terms,” he says 
hastily, deflecting the topic. "He Is another class 
altogether. There is no question of comparing my 
career with his." 

You can just picture the scene if he surpasses 
Gavaskar’s Test tally of 10.122 runs and 35 
centuries. Tendulkm would be the first to arrive at the 
great man’s doorstep, wringing his hands in 
consternation, to say Tm terribly Sony, Mr. 

Gavaskar.’ 


This sftids was written 
^.Melboume.tolntn 
cricket fans 


David McMahon for The Sunday 















After attending a very low-key 
opening ceremony, ANDY 
O’BRIEN feels the recession isn’t 
reason enough for the tight-fisted 
attitude of the organising 
committee 
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i|£^t3i<^atl^iuw 
f^i;firf»|uc thtft day, 
iiijntdicjmtl]^{^ttie level 
M«^«$aiQhinthl8 
thw hewas 
.|if:CtlMb^convli^d ihe 
haj^d^wdien the Navy, 
iJatnMn^lt couldn't 
liQiCm tii^upkeep of 
HipaelHgaCes. decided to 
(^thcHiyiAS 
^^benra. the boat 
which received 
^ wotliMde fame because 
the World Cup 
photic^ph. 

What also 

.notlcable was that (t was 
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' l^e'Austeaa^^slm^'i^ffe^ 

' oigi^liTfecormhltteeJf' 

vdtp^w^ la^nllowaiW^ 

. nets^nim^ desperatc^to 
rajkc ln',mo'i5ey. the,V 

pubUcatlppiWbs>(^(^-^' 

> souvenlei« «b w<^,;?;5iK: 

mainly the Woiiicafl^Ik^' 
Aussies. Even at the 
Press brieDng. it wad 
Aussies who indulged|& 
hard-sell whUe the 
just extended a warm .u 
welcome to New Zealand 
with a {M^mise to "ItoIc {; 
,'rlleryou", , > ' -;‘ 
The Australia^ had \ 
not arranged 
(aciliues for thd Pre^ at 
thevarious venut^ / 








iipt‘crimen 


contact the med^lltbdcm 

Which me of thiia iilM 
man WHI h(il<fthehro|ii|n».', 
aloft a month from.lwwf 




thomiganlstftforrBeenii '>! 
toBeieaningmofO. 
towards the Aussies 
. than Chelr n^idibours 
acroesiJieTasman Sea,;, 
mu^ as tl»^ clalihit to 
beajplbtventure. IPs 
veiy <^Ous that 
Austeaila are the ^ater 
of tfaohimecluals. .^mit 
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sSmMlriallswdhaduiedh* 
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No wonder skipper ;- 

AftanBorderis, „ 
ai^peherislveoftlM ' 
preasure of being host 
nation welghlr^ down 
his side. S^akliig'a^. 
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hind tis". The 
.oj;;gmlsers though 
^uldin'tbetod 

Interestedlnwhatthe • 
crowds feel now. b^aule 
the World Cup^ 
Committee Chalrmcin . V 
MsUcolm Gray stated: ' ‘ 
"We are 

assured—through 
sponsorship^ successful 
sales of international,' 
and national television ‘ 
rights—that before the 
flrst bail is bowled (t wlQ 
be a Itnancial success." 

It makes one wonder 
what the reaction of the.. 
International media - >' 
would have been if a 
similar claim had befn 
niade by tig^t-flsted 
organisers In the 
sub-continent. It n^es 
ono wonder howon'earth 
people can criticise 
fadltUeslnthe ' 
sub-continentwhen 
S^lar facilities don't- ' 
j^venejdstJn.thefrbwh 
countries. Tb 
paraphrase Bonder's 
comment on (he 
s^icctatbr attitude in (he 
s.iib-contihent; India 
and F^stan the foreign 
FToss don’t like it when 
thingsgowrong. Vet they 
remath imim i^eo 
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IF TEST CRICKET DIES, IT WILL BE... _ 

MURDER OF THE 
FIRST DEGREE 


I Former Australian captain Ian Chappell talks about cricket then and now 


Do you think you could itlll bt ptaybig Test cricket tai the posiUon. And they think that at leak if we don’t lose, it 

modem world? doesn't look too bad. There are too many people 

I don’t have any desire to be playing anymore. involved in modem cricket and its overall planning 

Physically I don’t think I could play anymore at 48. If and. with all of them trying to Justify the payments, it 

you mean whether I could play today’s game when I promotes conservative strategy. Yes. there’s a lot 

was at my peak, then yes. If you have been a good more monqr in cricket generally, there’s long-term 

player in one era. then you can be a good player in contracts and therefore players are playing more for 

another era. statistics to keep themselves in the team. 

But would you fit In tcmpcramcntallyT The kind of cricket Arc you still convinced that the captain of a cricket team 

that you practiced as a player and captain Is dybifi out. should be IHcc the captain of a sh^# because there’s so 

There’s a lot of pcrccntasc cricket today. Do you think much to be done In modem cricket? Or do you think that 

you could still fit ki? H’s the Job of the manager? We seem to ha^m reached a 

I think we’d win one helluva lot ofgames because of point vkcre the captain Is the subordinate of the 

the way we'd play. Given that you've got the players to manager and the Board... 

play attacking cricket. I think we would be extremely WeU. that’s ridiculous. I will go into my grave believing 

successful now because half the teams don’t know that only a captain can run the team. Certainly the 

that style of playing. requirements of the media are far greater than they 

were in my time. But that you cannot control. But 

Docs that mean that they don't play attacking cricket then again I don’t see the necessity of having a press 

these days ? conference after every day's play. It annoys me that 

No. I think percentage cricket is the right term. Even I some cricket writers want to fill their columns with 

played percentage cricket. You try to take a game quotes from the players. I always thought the 

absolutely. You always go to win a game from the first journalists’Job was to watch what went on and then 

ball and t hen. if you get inl o trouble, you play for the convey his opinion. I mean, if a player like Tendulkar 

second option that is a draw. At least then you would or Srlkkanth was off the field then his Job wps to find 

have to fight another day. But 1 think there are a lot of out why. But quotes on ’when you’re going to declare', 

teams who go in t here to get into a position where they 'what are your chances in batting etc. I don’t think 
can’t lose first, and then they try to win the game. I that’s important. And if there is too much onus on the 

don’t think that's a succcs.sful way of pla 3 dng unless captain, then you've got to drop off the less Important 

everyone is playing that way. Jobs—you’ve got to get your priorities right. 

The running of the cricket team is the most 

It this because of the growing mediocrity among the in^portant and the captain must be resjKtnsible for 

players? Abo, there’s been a lot of diange fan the ensuring that the players are giving their best. Ifa 

attitudes ofthecy talns, the officials as well as there’s lot player has a particular problem, then it’s upto the 

of money bivelved... captain to go up tolilm and find out what the problep 

Going back to my era—^whlch is 15—^20 years Is. Then the captain could go up to the manager and 

ago—the captain ran a team those days. Now you’ve tell him about ihe problem. That is part of the 

got a lot of cricket ’hangers-on*, who are being well leadership task and. to me. if you’re not doing that, 

paid and they are planning their tactics to retain that then you’re not doing the Job properly. 






Ooypv thbik Iht c^Maln fi iMdins 11 li¥t$T Uadbis • 
turn M tew not oiil)r mcam InUraetinsViMi th« 
you «« aliO deeply taivolwMl with them. Weirid that hoM 
pood even today? 

It's to be the only way to develop team spirit If I. as 

captain, expect the boys to give me 100%onthe 
ground. It is nqrjob to give them 100% offthe field. If 
there Is a fi^t to be fought a^tlnst the Cricket Board, 
you have to stand up and fight for your players. They 
are g(dng to give you everything on the field If 
know that they will get the same response rdf the field. 
The best way to get to know your players is to talk to 
them, to spend time with them, and maybe havea 
drink or dinner with them occasionally. Also show 
some Inter^t in what th^ are doing. Tell the bowler 
what you expect him to do on the field and the part 
that he will play in tbs team. When there is a pressure 
situation, the playerwill think of adiat the captain has 
told him to do and the fact that th^ are doing the Job: 
that will take some pressure off them. It gives him 
something to focus on. I once had a guy playing his 
first Test match—Geoff Hammond. He came up to me 
and said T want to bounce Alvin KalUcharranout". 

No. I saidhe’s a pretty good hooker and I'm not too 
sure, but he said he could bounce him out. And he 
bounced him out in the very first ball... and he was 
playing his first TestI 

You've got to build an atmosphtne that is receptive 
to the ideas of the players. If one player comes up to 
you and says that ‘Look I want to try this strata', 
listen to him. And If your idea Is different, tell him 
‘Look rm trying out this strategy, but if that doesn't 
work then ITl surely give it a try.' This attitude can be 
developed off the field and this can make the 
differences between winning and losing matches. 

So how %vould you weigh strategy vh-s-vlt IcadcraMp of 
nnen? 

If you have any sort of cricketing background, if 
you've played first class or Test cricket, then planning 
strate^ of cricket isn't all that difficult. Modem 
captains are better at containing. The captains in my 
time were good at attacking and this change has come 
about because of the amout of one-day cricket. The 
leadership part Is very important It's probably 
greater than 50% maybe it’s 60-40%. Strategy Isjust 
logic and common sense Probably the most difficult 
part for the modem captain is what to do with spin 
bowling, where to put the field placlngs etc. 

Ydu endtd up with a very strong iiMgc « a esptaifk 
■elides your own team, Is H ve r y im portant what signals 
you send to the eppodtioa/ls this‘ruthless'Image 
cultivated or Is It p^ of your persona? 

I dont think I was mthless. 1 was very 
competitive—body competitive. You know we were 
labelled an arrpgant team, but we were never really 
arrogant Between 11 and 6 O’clock we played very 
hard bull believe we played very fairly. It annoys me 
when people say that We did a lot of things that we 
never did. We were called arrogant, but actually we 
were v«y confident. We believed in ourselves, we 
believed in each other. 


Even today anywhere in the world 1 go, there are 
people with whomlcanhaveadrink with. Soldmit 
think that we were really doing ai^thlng all that 
wrong. 1 like to think that I'Ve a lot of good friends on 
the omer side. I was ddl^ted when I read Clive 
Uqyd'a quote that both die Australian teams under 
Gr^and myself played extremetyhard. but were very 
quick, and that they learnt a lot from our 
competitiveness. 

But 1 certainly don't appreciate some of the 
comments that Vtv made about us. Not that I was the 
captain m ‘75, Greg was. This was regarding things 
we supposedly said to Vlv regarding colour. I really got 
anneyed reading these. I was vety lucky to have bc«n 
brou^t up by my parents Into thinking that 
rveiybody was equal, unless someone gave you the 
reason to think otherwise. And I said to the team 

”1 don't ttibik I ragrst too much of what I’ve doM. If I 
had another chance I would probably change a few 
thinga but not too much.* 












Coming to your own tetting, yow^ wm 
•ggrcsshrt style. Oe you fOtl that batimcn ««too 
defensive nowadays, especially when you consider that 
wtekets are MendHcr and attacks not as baiancedf Is dlls 
because of limited-over crIdeetT 
I think limited-over cricket has brought in a lot more 
front-foot technique than there used to be. I, for one. 
was dlways a back-foot player. And that’s berouse 
from the time I was 14, school and college team I 

represented used to participate in a second-grade 
competition and I was always playing against adults. 1 
found that I could stay In but found It hard to score 
runs because I didn’t have power. Tlierefore, being a 
natural back-foot player, any boundaries I got were 
off pulls or cuts. 

Now. this new experimental law with bouncers Is 
going to ensure that the front-foot technique stays 
around a long time. Let's take Merv Hughes as an 
example: someone who can pull—and pull very 


think it’s a load of rubbish. I Just want to go out and 
play. It’s the competitive spirit In me. His brain versua 
mine. ..that battle gets me going. I don’t need smybody 
to play me with any bloody film like That’s 

rubbish. As for motivational speeches, all I’ve said to 
the team was ’Okay, guys, up and at ’em’. 

Qctting back to enc-day ericket, Is H harming modem 
cricket? And If so, how come you end up supporting UK 
which I think Is creating Ipwoc In Test cricket? 

Well, I don’t necessarily agree. 1 just thought players 
deserved a better deal. 1 didn’t think as much one-drqr 
cricket would be played, and 1 don’t think that was the 
idea originally. But suddenly, the crowds turned up. 
That's when they started emphasising on one-day 

Chappell was always an Inspirational leader and 
hers ns gives Lillee the due credit for claiming his 
200th Test wicket 


well—^Is going to reduce his elTectiveness a hell of a lot. 
He is nowhere as elTective if he’s got to pitch the bail 
up. Bowlers like to pitch short, and the only way to 
make them pitch up is to make runs off them. 

Players from the sub-continent always find It hard 
to play against the Australian pace attack. I don’t 
know what the answer is. but I was talking to Sanjay 
Manjrekar and he was telling me that he doesn’t pull. 
And it's not the sort of shot youscan suddenly start 
playing. I think the problem is that we have too many 
coaches—^most of them educated through 
books—^running around trying to stop players use the 
pull or cut shots, which they see as risk factors. That’s 
the conservative strategy again. 

1 think that's absolute rubbish. I think what a good 
coach will do is to teach the player all the shots and 
then the player can choose which shots to play 
depending on the conditions. That’s what the better 
players do. Sachin Tendulkar Is a perfect example. He 
summed up the WACA pitch in about two minutes. 
Tendulkar is an instinctive player but a lot of thinking 
also goes into his game. That's a good cricketer to me. 
The other thing you have to take into account is the 
nature of the person. You’ve said I’m aggressive, and 
well. I used to think that if the bowler’s going to 
bounce me. I’m going to try and extract some 
retributlon.That means going for the hook shot: Sure, 
I got out a lot of times to that shot, but I also scored a 
lot of runs from that shot. 

It's not only the amount of runs you can score. It's 
also the damage you can do to the bowler. I played a lot 
with batsmen who could take on the fast bowlers and 
I’ve seen the damage done. You can very quickly 
impose your will on the game by taking it to the 
opposition. And really, that’s what the game of cricket 
is ^1 about...it’s a battle of will power. 

At some stage or the other In every match, there’s 
going to be a psycholc^cal moment when it's right to 
get at the opposition bowlers’ throat. And on<» you’ve 
got your foot on his throat, you’ve got to keep it there. 
And you can do it in so many ways.. .by aggressive 
batting, aggressive bovrilng. That’s one of the things I 
used to love about the^me of cricket—this battle of 
wits. Ijust laugh when I hwtalkalmut motivation: 1 







"I will go Into m^rave bolioving that cmly a captain 
can run a team. Tna captain muat ba raaponalbla for 
anauring that tha piayara give thdr beat” 

pricket It‘s a very fine balance that you've got to hit 
the right number of one day games, or too many 
But I believe there are certain things wrong about 
Test cricket that need fbdng first The administrators 
work on the ostrich theory—that they stick their 
head In the sand and the problem will go away— 
rather than face up to it and say "okay I'll fbc it 
Overrates are the biggest problem There has to be a 
balance between the ball and the bat Eariier. the 
balance favoured the bat but now I think It has gone 
the other way It s too much in favour of pace bowling 
Even making teams bow) 90 overs a day isn't enough 
1 think 100 is nearer, because batsmen have to be 
getting enough balls for It to be a fair contest between 
batsman and bowler 

The World Cup will be the perfect time to get the 
captains, coaches and umpires in And someone with 
cricketing credibility will have to go up and say We've 
got a problem with Test cricket, the people are not 
coming in. Why? And then you discuss It Many 
professional players will say they play for a living And 
my answer to them would be that if they keep playing 
the way they are, very soon there will be no spectators, 
no Test match and you wont have a living So take 
your pick I like to think that the cricket we played 
brought people to the ground That was my duty and if 
people thought I had done it well that was terrific 
^ obviously I don't think one-day cricket is the 
pixdallm. 

Both can o>>exist, and there’s no reasori why people 


will not watch Test cricket, but they've got to be given 
value for money Test cricket needs a bit of fine-tuning 
and I believe it can be a very stitmg game. IfTest 
cricket dies, it will be murder of the first degree, and it 
will be an inside Job IfTest cricket dies, so will 
one-day cricket But I don't think that will happen. 
Cricket is too strong for that. It's Just that the patient 
is a little ill and needs treatment 

You have this Image of bcbis an snti>cstablitlNncnt man. 
A strong Individualist Were you a man Just passionately 
Involved with cricket? 

1 loved and enjoyed the game And a lot of people 
thought that I was anti-establishment for the sake of 
being anti establishment But that is not true I gave 
praise when I thought it was due 1 did want things 
fixed'now'and that created some problems I also 
thought that the players were not getting a fair deal 
When you Icxdced at the gate receipts in die 74-'75 
Test in Melbourne, it was a quarter of a million dollars 
and what players got was 2.400 dollars a Test match 
2.400dollars out of that is not a great ratio, is it? So we 
said let’s rectify the situation 
So it was partly this and also that I m a black and 
white person, with veiy little grey in between 1 m not 
the sort of person who will play your little political 
games Well I'm a little like a bull in a china shop I sort 
of charge in and break all the bloody crockery You 
know what Richie (Benaud) once said. Sometimes he 
makes it very ea^ for his enemies and makes it very 



Aug. 19,1975. Captains Ian Chappall and 'Rmy 
Grsig axpaetad a flarea battia at Haadinglay on ma 
flMi and teal day of tha Tai^ but arrivao^to find tha 
pitch dug up by vandals. ThaTast vvaa abandonad 









"I don’t think I was ruttilass. I was compotRiva4iotly 

competitive. We believed in ourselvas, we beiimfed 
In each other." 

diincult for his friends I don t tty to be what I'm not 
With me there’s Ian Chappell and that's what you get 
And I don t think I rej^t too much of what I’ve done If 
1 had another chance I would probably change a few 
things, but not too much 
What about the biddcnt about you dianglns your 
trouscn on the field? 

Well, that's another thing What happened was that 1 
had a thigh guard that had a velcro clasp and tiie 
velcro had become undone And that was sticking into 
the back of my leg I think we were trying to set or were 
chasing a target and I thought I did not want to waste 
time by gettli^ people to stand around me Sol 
thought I could change it undoing my trouser and 
getting my hand to it, and adiile I was doing that, my 
trousers fell down to my knees and some bloke took a 
photo from behind They published that in the front 
page of the newspaper He was working for the 
adiwrtisers. and he came the next day and apologised 
on behalf of the newspaper and said. ‘I couldn t 
believe that they would actually publish a picture like 
that on the first page' 

But then some guys actually said that I pointed my 
backside deliberately to the committee I mean I'm in 
the middle of an Irmings Ifthese dodos think I have 
nothing else to think about! What was on my mind 
was Thomscm and Gllmcn;i'’ and not where the 
committee was sitting or 'anything like that So that's 
what happened, but everyone says that 1 dropped my 
trousers. 


The interesting diing Is that Sunny did exacts Ute 
same thing at Lord's. And soroebocfytookapietiffe 
too. Yet nobocty says Sunny dropped his trousers at 
Lord's. He was telling me the other day. he was doing 
exactly the same thii^—trying to fix his thl^ pad. M 
i had was ajockstrap underneath, mwbe &nity had * 


Suniqr actually took off his trousers Yetpeoplesay 
thatl took (^my trousers and Isay I (fidnt Butt 
guess that's something I Just have to live with. 

You bavaavarycMwid a pproach, t vaw when one HeKiis 
toYouanlelcvhdon,YettilioetflmnthaNp.OMsitfet 
you Into trouble cron new, outsMc the crkkat fIcHIT 
Obviously a lot of people do not like adiat I say. ^t 1 
don't shoot before I think Yes. I do sometimes get 
letters thatare abusive, especially from Victoria and 
that’s the price you pay for taking over from a 
Victorian captain, but th^r basically a^ree wltii my 
opinion lalways$aythat50%ofthepeoplewillllke 
you and 50% won't, so there's not much ^u can do to 
changethat Some people go out of their way to ^ease 
people but that's not me That's what I think and 
that's what I say. I only had a couple of players write to 
me and say that they weren't happy with what 1 bad to 
say For starters I don't think they were listening to 
the television But my answer is ^ways the same. 
There's a switch on the television that starts with V. 
Oust turn it down or better 8till.Just turn it off. 


Istsneswsaby ibWsMsawB 



"I atwrocMy that S0%of the people will like you end 
50% won’t, ao there’s not much you can do to 
change that Some people go out of their way to 
plearo others but that’s not me." 









I T was an 

opportunity that 
others in the trade 
would not have let 
go without some 
pompous rhetoric But, 
for the reticent Mohun 
Bagan coach Syed 
Naycemuddln, It was 
nothing more than a 
regulation all credit to 
the boys 

But deep down, he 
must have felt grateful to 
his boys for demolishing 
East Bengal, the club 
which had quite 
unceremoniously shown 
him the door late last 
year 

AAer two full 
sue cessful seasons with 
the red-and golden 
camp. Nayeemuddln 
was forced to resign 
when their executive 
body Imposed the 
humiliating terms of a 
watchdog committee to 
oversee his activities 
1 hus, while success In 
his flrst assignment with 
the arch rivals was 
poetic Justice It could not 
have bCTn better timed 
for the Mohun Bagan 
team itself 
Even after putting 
together the most 
expensive t( am among 
the Big Three of Calcutta 
last season Mohun 
Bagan had only the 
Rowrs Cup triumph 
before this to wnte home 
about Nayeem was their 
third coach of the season 
afterSubhash 
Bhowmkk failed to bring 
them luck and then. 

Amal Dutta floorcrossed 
with the skill of a 
politician 

The players, oillcials 
and more importantly, 
the fans were almost 
despemdent as the team 
be^m their campaign for 
the mantle of the 
chamfrfon club ol the 
country But as the 
nearfy two week long 
meet wore on. it was 
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Syed Nayeemuddln’s 









apparent that Mohun 
B^an were looking the 
most cohesive side and 
one of the best bets for 
the title. The final 
afternoon at the Salt 
Lake Stadium sawa 
fitting climax to their 
performance as never In 
recent memory, did 
Mohun Bagan have such 
a one-sided outing 
against their traditional 

rivals. They struck once 
In each half through 
Debaslsh Sarkarand 
Cheema, but the 
scorellne hardly 
reflected the trend of the 
proceedings 
The success of Mohun 
Bagan was. in a way. a 
pointer to a salient 
feature of the 16th 
edition of the 
tournament (sponsored 
by Officer's 
Choice)—that of the 
resurgence of the 
Calcutta giants in the 
Federation Cup It was 
five years ago In Cuttack 
that Mohun Bagan were 


the last Calcutta team to 
have won the prestigious 
trophy, while the 1986 


ChawiM seals East 
Bsngal’a fats bringing 
down thsir dsfsncs tor 
the sstkmd goal 


edition of the 
tournament saw two city 
teams (Mohun Bagan 
and East Bengal) last 
play the final The four 
intervening years had 
two emergent footballing 
forces in the 


uninspirlngly, but grew 
In stature in every thatch 
till East Bengal stopped 
them in the semi-final, 
albeit with some 
indulgent refereeing 
from Mamu Koya of 
Kerala. 
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Coach Nayeemuddin who was 
ousted unceremoniously by E^t 
Bengal last season, has had his 


eration 


Cup title 


country—Salgaocar and 
Kerala Polite, 

S 

Tins time around, 
there were quite a few 
outstatlon teams in the 
fray with strong 
reputations preceding 
them Holders Kerala 
Police deserved respect 
In their own right. 
Salgaocai are known for 
their fiair, and the two 
Punjab regulars- BSF 
and JCT/had a few 
talented players This 
apart, there were the 
league champions from 
two other major 
footballing forces In the 
countiy—Titanium 
(Kerala) and MRF(Goa) 

However, the most 
impressive showing 
came from two 
unexpected quarters. 
Rank outsiders Sesa, 
Goa. with a sUuless 
team, began quite 


Thtifiicccitof 
A4oliim Bagan ¥f«i 
tnawaypwntcr 
tosaalicnt 
feature of tilt 
16th edition of 
the 

toiimaiiient-<-tlic 
resurgence of the 
Calcutta giants in 
the Federation 
cup.it¥faaflve 
yearsagoin' 
CuHackthat 
Mohunfagan 
were the fast 
Calfiittateamto 
have wpn the 
trophy 










BSF looked quite 
compact with an all-win 
record in the group 
league (I -0 a^inst last 
year's runners 
Mahindras and 4-1 over 
MRF, Goa), till they were 
shocked by Se.sa in the 
quarter iinals. 

Last two years' 
champions Kerala Police 
showed (hey were yet to 
recover from the loss of 
Vljayan and Sharai All to 
Motiun Bagaii. The 
team, which had its 
nucleus in a handful of 
players much superior to 
the rest, were thus 
greatly handicapped. 
Tliclr intelligent striker 
C.V. Pappac'fian had his 
movement restricted by 
a recurring ankle injury 
and thusthejobof 
cariying the team alone 
was too heavy even for 
the c’ompctent shoulders 
of the experienced 
central midneldcr V.P. 
Si'ithyan. They could 
have still made it fjcyond 
the last eight, had not 
Pappachan made a hash 
of the upixirt unities he 
got against JCT. The 
millmcn ultimately 
forced the Issue In 
tie-breaker before 
running into an In-form 
Mohun Bagan in the last 
four stage. 

I lowever. barring the 
tenacious Sesa, most of 
the outstation teams 
showed they were 
incapable of holding 
their own in unfamiliar 
conditions. Granted that 
the proximity of the 
playing arena to the 
somewhat hostile crowd 
at the Mohun Bagan 
ground (where all 
matches ill) the 
semi-nnals were played) 
was a disadvantage, but 
they must learn tqcope 
with gpeh situations to 
keep their reputation 
intactt^I over the 
countiy. 


MNTOBHOHOSH 



The resilience of the 
Calcutta teams, when 
Judged in this context, 
thus seems admirable. 
The BigThree have had a 
long, long season all over 
the country before the 
demanding fans. 

The never-say-dle 
spirit of Mohammedan 
Sporting also was really 
heart-warming. With 
more than half of their 
regular eleven missing, 
their coi'h Shabbir All 
still marshalled the 
extremely limited 
resources at his disposal 
admirably. Their most 
stirring performance 
came in their league 
clasii against Salgaocar 
whom they beat by a 
solitaiy goal to move Into 
the quarter (Inals. There 
also, they held Mohun 
Bagan past the 
regulation 90 minutes 
before falling to 
extra-time goals by 
Che€*ma and Vljayan. 

East Bengal, the most 
consistent performer 
among the Big Three this 


AmomantofSamba 
rhythm In Calcutta after 
Oebaahlah Sarkar scores 
the first goal 

sca.son, cut a rather ‘ 
Sony Agure for 
themselves in the’ 
tournament. However, in 
all fairness to the 
players, a portion of the 
blame should be shared 
by the oiAclals for their 
short-sighted policy in 
recruitment. First 
during the league, and 
then in the knockout 
tournaments, they 
plugged the loopholes in 
the side by hiring the 
Bangladeshis and then 
the British trio of Peter 
Maguire. Neil Edmonds 
and Steven Prindlvllle. 

Now, in their absence, 
the team looked sadly 
out of depth in the 
forwardline as also the 
midOeld. The wily 
Krishanu exposed his 
limitations In the face of 
some tifi^t-marking. To 
add to their yoes, 
captain Bikash Panji 
suddenly lookedjaded 


and the team's game 
choked. 

Mohun Bagan. on the 
other hand, seemed to 
have a player ready for 
each posiUon. Thq^ were 
enjoying the services of 
their full arsenal and the 
addition ofSudip 
Chatteijee and Debasish 
Sarkar, who were out of 
action for the better part 
of the season, provided 
the three-member 
halfline with 
tremendous strength. 

llie vacuum of a 
.gamemakerln the 
central midfield posiUon 
was filled in by Sudip, 
Debasish played the 
snatcher (he also came 
up with a brilliant goal in 
the final) while Sa^ajit 
Chatteijee regained hia 
touch as the attacking 
medio, 

If their defence looked 
sli^tiy suspect under 
pressure. It was more 
than made up through 
the variety and punch rf 
the forwardline. 






Goanywhere.ArydnK. WkhBddeMX. Whetheryouaret3kinga 
steepwhdingmour«ahroada2ip^(^ 
vyea\^yoi^w^tfwoughdtyt!^-youcanpefyon^BddeMX 
iwgeoftwowhederbatteries. Geandtasuitarytwowheeler 
vehideon Indian mads 


EvaybattEiyhtheextmsiyeEMeli^iangesaUden^ 

pacxa^paviay,\^HXdafydesi^^ thatenajre 
otmanpatoma^ 

conttiom BendasiMtn/e, rd/ijpoftirake-iherebnospillageand, 

vi^snrnAbnafykwanmaimm^ 

Thstedt^afOB^sandridmaSke. 

So^gopbceswUtiBddeMC 


Exi^e 

BUY EXIDE. BUY PEACE OF MIND. 


FS ADVERVSING»CHf0l3 


















T he beard and the hair 

be gr^ing but the face and 
the attitude haven’t 
changed. The World Cup will 
be In part some sort of a 
reunion of Dennis Lillee’s 
adopt^ family. Srlnath and Baneijee 
from India. Morrison and Watson from 
New Zealand and nearly all the Australian 
fast bowlers have been overseen, at some 
time or the other, by the great fast bowler. 

In Melbourne recently, making his 
annual check of Victoria's fast bowlers. 
Lillee provided some thought-provoking 
Ups to young bowlers. "When you are 
bowling you do as much with your left arm 
as you do with the right. It’s so Important." 
Or about what to look at while bowling: 
"When I was bowling well, really well. 1 
didn't see the ball going to the batsman or 
to the stumps. I used to Imagine the ball 
going through to the keeper. That's where 
you have to project." 

Lillee himself did not always have a 
reasoned and reasonable attitude to fast 
bowling. When he was young enough to 
belong to an institute, there were none. All 
he knew—and wanted to do—was bowl as 
fast as he eould, without regard for 
technlqxie, injury or his future well-being. 

"Then when 1 played In the Laneashire 
league. I was expected to show some of the 
lads how to bowl, and I started to think 
more about It." he says. "Wlien 1 hurt my 




back I had to go more into technique than 

Srlnath: Loads of 

ever before. 1 learned a lot from reading 

potential and an able 

books and right through my career 1 was 

tutor In Lillee to 

often asked by my teammates and even 
my opponents, to have a look at them and 
sort out their problems. So when 1 flnished 
It was a natural progression to coaching." 

"Eveiyone’s a bit different." says Lillee, 
"and I don't coach one way. I don’t try to 
make everyone a Richard Hadlee clone. 1 
don't try to change a guy who’s front-on to 
side-on. 1 don’t believe In over coaching." 

If you possess as much skill as Dennis 
Lillee, you don’t have to ’over-coach’. A few 
tips, and his sheer presence. Is enough to 
inspire any aspiring fast bowler In the 
world! 

learn from 

1 
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m clay-court' 
toumsunents on the 
women’9 tour that have 
been won In singles 
European pla 3 rers: 54. 

N umber that have 
been won by a U.S. 
player: 1. 

W HAT sociologist Jay 
Coakley, in "Sport in 
Society," calculated the 
odds were of a white male 
having a professional 
tennis career: 1 in 
285,700. 

W calculated the odds 
were of a black or hlspanlc 
female having a 
professional tennis 
career: 1 in 20,000.000. 

A ll-time great that 
Boris Becker calls 
"the tennis god": Rod 
Laver. 

P ERCENTAGE of 
Americans over 13 
who recognise Magic 
Johnson and Joe 
Montana: 89.0 and 88.8. 


Amertciana 
who recoguise 
Evert, aCct^n^ibgh^ 
ApiericanSbt^tMta; 
’hic.:91.8.. 




:i^faipttlt)^ Ji^nl^ us^lto 
to i^;|toj^lt). nirai64 7 
nv^j^yersi^TOOse . .• 
Mifiw asshole." 
l^llMBERofblack . 

turUttieck sweaters 
&t Monica Seles bouj^t - 

§ <s3e shopping tr4>:7< 

' CORE that Emperor 
’Akibito and Crown ^ 
Prhios Nteruhito beat 
ft^ident CecNcge Rush 
and U.S. Ambassador 
Mtehael Armacost in a 
doubles match atTolgfo's 
Akasaka Palace court 
during the state visit in 
Janui^: 6-3,6-3, 

M ovie star who 
referred to Jimmy 
Connors in an Acadep^ 
Awards acceptance 
speech: TOnnis buff 
pustinHolfinan: 


I 


1988-91 to win pro 
tournaments oh four 
different surteces In the 
' some yean Michael such 











P L^YBi^wlioiMatlie 
local eli^dreti's 
hoBpttal InCjbadnnatt 
evatydaytvhmhe 
competes at the ATP 
ChamplofMlilps: Jim 
Courter. 

\ FPAREa^ that was 
xaLUsted fay Tennis 
Ms^udneasa 
"must-have" item for 
women in 1992: 
Wild-coloured tennis 
panties. 

f^UMBERof pliQras In 
the U.S. since 1970 
mho have been admittable 
to Stanford University, 
who were offmed full 
tennis scholarships and 
(Udn't enroll there, 
according to veteran 
coach Dick Gould: "Four 
or five." 


P ERCENTincteMiii ' 
0nesfromlS^(D 
1992Im* t(^ wolmtet 
9rofeaskimilsgloe> I-a| 
who violate the Kraft 
Tour's "eidiibitkin 
rule”—by {^ylr^ an 
exfalhitlcm tins same week 
as a tour evmt: 400. 

H OW Andre Agassi 
says he gets fads highs 
now: ^ readtog the BiMe 
with his gliifiriend, Wendi 
Stewart. 


iTi'MMMMifti 
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Peter Buiwasti; 
teacha|>hq^a '' " 
one-handedbacklitoid 
VDlfey." 

N UMBERof 

consecutive years 
that theU.S. title 
has been won Ivan 
Ijendl or the man adm beat 
him: 10. 

P LAYER that 1938 
Grand Slammer Don 
Budge predicts will be the 
nextto win the men's 
Grand Slam: Pete 
Samnras. 

QPORT that Monica 
OSeles plays every d^ 
Basketball. 
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llEBCENTof theptos at 
JTthe 1991 U.S. open 
who used gut etringa and 
n^n Strings, as 
esdm^ted oy Ihchnifibiie. 
d^e ioumam^t*s ofBdal 
^^tclngtngservice: About 
SPpercarteaeh. 

A DI^iRESSoflvan 
»/ALei:^ Pjant^iil^ 


pem^VlApoKi 


Qhm^. 
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In both 1962 and 1969, ROD 
LAVER won all four Grand Slam 
tournaments. The demands of 
modem tennis make such 
domination improbable, and not 
surprisingly four different men 
won Grand Slam titles in 1990 
and 1991. To separate the champs 
from the chumps and the 
contenders from the pretenders, 
PAUL FEIN spoke to the 
legendary Austrmian to get his 
assessment of today’s stars 


His 
ter’s 
Voice 


LAVER on EDBERG 


tt TTE^athrowHtodttopast erast^eteuae 
JLJLofhls attractive, claaaical style of pbgr 
and his gentleinanly behaviour. He hasall the 
shots, the bMt voU^ In tennis and phQ« 
aggresslvefy. He’s definite^ one of my 
fovourttes. Against Courier (in the Amtiallan 
open final) though, Sdbeig's game fdan was 
lacklustre, too inflexible. I think he should 
his serve mcnie bediuse sometimes he lets 
oppmientsgetlntd.agrooverehtrnlnglt.l)e 
should have occasional^ served at 
three-quarter speed to get more sNVea in arid, 
klcdced a few serves wide to Courier’s forehand. . ' ' 
And when he got consistently passedsiff' ■ 
Courfei's backhand (servlTCTetuni). he could . 
have stayed back abit more. Edb^isricA thad; ’ 
flu: above aiiyorw. Hie No. Ispotis going to. 
changehandkabuiichQftiin^ttUsyear.’’ 





LAVER on COURIER 


II TTE'S a very strong individual and a 
flpowerful player His strokes certainly 
aren't the most attractive-looking I've seen But 
like Monica Seles', th^ woric Courier uses 
great footwork, and at the Australian (Open), his 
timing was perfect At the moment he ran get 
away with his highly unorthodox strokes But I 
do feel that somewhere along the line, therell be 
some more chinks in his armour because of his 
lack of fluidity and the great efibrt his game 
requires When you re playing a lot and you're 
young and your adrenalin is up, that's fine, 
perfect But when you're down a little bit and 
you try to blast these unorthodox shots, you're 
forcing everything That means you're going to 
make a lot of mistakes So I see some trouble 
ahead for Jim, until he can get his whole game 
under control 



















LAVER on BECKER 


II Wi^INNINGWiihkledonatl7sh<>wsheta 
V w Just a terrific talent. 1 fed thoe Is no 
power game stronger than Boris', Yet that 
siHnetlmes creates a (aoblem. He’s going to lose 
matches he shouldn’t lose because he wont 
changehisgame Sometimes he's stubborn aid 
jflays his rqiponents'(baadhie) game when he 
could knock off a few volieys and Just get off tiK 
court with a quick win. Still, he always ^ves his 
best and he’s agreat ^pmtsman. He’sgot a greai 
place in the history of tennis because of the&cf 
that he’s been a pressure (flayer and perlbnns 
best at the big championships and especially 
Davis Cup where his record Is (flimKHnenal. ( 
UflnkBotlshasbeenay/ondetfulambassadcHr 
for his country and the iHtCrt." 
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II MsEFX>REheh^beentooi^;gresstveand 
JJlmpulsIve with his youthftjl 
personality. His talent was there to amase 
eveiyoi:ie.Butat 17 and 18 Andre ^wuld have . 
^ut up and let hto rackety the talking. Lt^ - 

yearhesaidhewasstartingtoviewGOT^^tfon . 
«a a challenge Instead ctf an ineMiveidence. 

Ibday you have a nnOre. matiuv Agosal. JBefoie, 
he waa losing the first set ^ t. he'd throw: th^ 

. nt^^me- Hej[u8tdldnteare.Tiiatattttudalu»-. 
^Ij^ giBd tremriidwti^, thsdedalgnf^iigtto . 

, |lffi^|hie'Amtiahsn (Opi^ aiad ofien ^ppfng:. 
1|!ipUUiefi<n)ai«sue|)ect;Bttths.he^ <, ' 



It T LOOKED at the last couple of 

JL tournaments he played late last year, 
and he played some great tennis. His future is 
really bright. He's got a game that Is so fluid and 
relaxed. He plays well under pressure. His lack 
of'getting into’ a match—getting off to slow 
starts sometimes—seems to be his biggest 
nrytHlom HK also has to be tighter, less 


LAVER on CHANG 

























It T Eafl^L is aloof until you know hint And 
mJhow many peoide can know a 
champion? So he unfortunate^ brings some of 
the press criticism on himself. There'ssome 
unfolmeas though adien a Spmta llliatrated 
article cirnies out (headlined} The Champion 
Nobocfy Cares About'That's a lltUe cruel. Lendl 
is certainly gokig to be recognised as a great 
player, but not in the same li^t as a Becker or 
an Edbet;g. They're more approachable; they 
have softer features. Th^ look that Lendl gives 
you almost gives you the fiftllng that he’s not 
tq[>proachaUe. It'a Uke: dcm’tcome anywhere 
near me." 












A 

tk 






V.-'k:... 








LAVER on STICH 


If TTE rose throurih the ranks rather 
JLlrapld^ vdien It came to vrtnning 
Wimbledon. To me. that was a surprise. He 
certainly has the shots to win WlmUeckm, but 
th^alljust happened toJeH in one fortnight. I 
saw him {day two (»'three weeks later In scmw 
events, and he wasn't the same player. It's going 
to take a while before he's consistenL I |ust see 
him hitting balls at huge speeds, and if thqr hit. 
th^ hit. and if they miss, they miss. His choice 
ofshots Is sometimes suspect I'd be surprised If 
Stich wim a Grand Sam tide this year." 

























Intooie 
then be 
"Don’t 


|i»)flqstb»«Qrtain.Ahd 

ibofoiettcs^ 

oiRbf m»tt veai*. at thto time we’re 

mnutin(Ua|...(Mni ' 

’’Shut the P,.oi^. Mike, rm freezing my ass <^." 
8im|q^theotiM9^inan, angiy at his wicked jedee and 
then fbr CHW long moment laughed secretlty the poor 
tnan'a sad pretmtlons, his helpless mlsety. 

Itolls Ro]^ cars and limousines. He had heard this 
before. He had seen these guys bef(»e. Hundreds pf 
them They all cluster around allow the 
neighbouihood. his offlee, his home! the dark alleys, 
looking hungrily at the gleaming cars passing by, the 
fashionable men. the women, the girls, almost in an 
endless longing for li f e's beat rew^s. ^nd then they 
creep into some murlQr. unknown world. Dtesolve for 
ever Rolls Koyce like hell he thou^t. 

But sure enough, within a year since that chilly 
morning, the big American slopped riding any cars 
anymore. except a Rolls Rpyce and limousines. In 
real life 

But this isn’t the essential Mike Tyson stoiy. This is 
only the theatrics of the sudden rush to fame of a 
ghetto youth whose name should more naturally have 
been lound in the criminal archives of the New York 
police 


Brownsville neighbourhood when one riotous 
afternoon a young, shy. black youth, suddenfy 
revolted against the harsh demeaning, intolerable 
realities of slumlife. His mother detested violence, 
and he was shy, almost efiemlnate shy, spending 
most of his time with his kid sister Yet they never 
spared him—the bullies—coming in hordes to take 
away his sneakers, his clothes, of which he didn’t 
have too many. 

And then even his 
pigeons And in the 
lading glare of that bleak, 
afternoon, Mike Tyson 
suddenly exploded in a 
rage he had never known 
belore In one brief 
murderous light, the 
young man rediscovered 
himself, waking up to the 
imormous potential of 
his mighty muscles, and 
to a spontaneous, 
uftimniliar outpoiuii^ of 
crude animal instincts 
ttiatr^oicedinthe 
crushtiigofa fellow 
befiufs essential 
mainiOocL Honour. Just 
forthesakeofit • 

And at otie stroke, 
destiny had Mike 
’lyson'sllfe'fndnn 
control, immchtnglfhn 
towards a murky #orld 


"When I fight 
someone, I want to 
break his will. I 
want to take his 
manhood. When I 
fight I want to rip 
out his heart and 
show it to 
him"...So, as the 
millions kept 
pouring in, Mike 
Tyson kept ripping 
out the soul of his 
hapless 

opponents, taking 
away the manhood 
of fellow human 
beings... 
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...And then there 
was this beauty 
pageant. There 
was this girl, young 
and sexy. 

Unsuspecting. And 
there was Mike 
Tyson lurking 
around with his 
simmering, 
dangerous frenzy. 
With a hearty 
laugh, and almost 
euphoric delight he 
took away her 
womanhood, 
ripped apart her 
entire faith in 
human relationship 
and showed it to 
her in all its naked 
malevolence 
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v^ile raping Petii^ 
Washing^ he derived 
the same pleasure as he 
gets while flooring his 
boxing opponents. A 
demorUc force must have, 
all along been fueling 
him, and the demons 
were bound to catch up 
with him when the 
nemesis came. Taking 
jSmraQr someone’s 
manhood, ripping out 
his heart. This guy could 
nothavebeena 


"I never liked 
sports. Sports are 
social events. 
What I do is an 
obsession. It I 
wasn’t in boxing, 
I’d be breaking the 
law. That’s my 
nature"... So, 
boxing was Mike 
Tyson’s way of 
breaking the law. 
Raping was Mike 
Tyson’s way of 
boxing out of the 
ring... 
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^partsmdn. 

T^fiever liked smrts. Sports are only social events. 
Wh^ ^ do is an cession. 111 wasn’t boxing. Td be 
breeding the fow. Ibat’s my nature.’' 

Sdpmdngwas A^elVaonls Way ofbreakihg.the'.. 
i>lng was Miite'Icon’s way 
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IsaU, ‘pleas$, 
nM^n hurting me, 
Fluaua stop, gut 
uffme/ltrimltu 
fight. It was liku 
hitting a wall," sal 



y ,'-^tu'c-i’’^;; " 


thapowaritth 
mnsdashadmaila 
allsoelatalmlos 
Imlmrant 















W fLL the exit of 
Mike Tyson spell 
disaster to a ^me 
that has experienced 
the biggest 
outpouring of cash 
known in sporting 
histoty, and has over 
the years had the 
most frenzied fan 
following too? 

Without a doubt. 
Tyson has been the 
greatest single 
attraction in boxing 
since the 
phenomenon ot 
Muhammad All. And 
boxing, like any other 
sport, has thrived on 
the heroics of its 
shining idols. Tyson 
has been one of them 
and now that he has 
fallen, the sport faces 
a strange vacuum 
that may leave it 
virtually bankrupt. 

Boxing, of course, 
has sulfered many 
such crises before, 
and survived them all 
inveiymuchthe 
same way as its 
die-hard gladiators, 
who have come from 
hopeless 

backgrounds, and 
pulled themselves up 
from the despair of the 


ghettos to become 
some of the world’s 
greatest Icons 
lUstoiy suggests 
that in times of such 
void, lesser mortals 
creep into 

prominence and the 
game endures them 
till the messiah 
comes. Smaller 
lighters did. in fact, 
star between the title 
loss of Jack Johnson 
in 1915 and the 
’ championship victory 
of Jack Dempsey in 
1919; from the 
retirement of 
Dempsey In 1928 
until the rise of Joe 
Louis in 1936: and 
from the retirement of 
Louis in 1949 till the 
rise of Rocky 
Marciano m 1951 
"So. the exit of Mike 
Tyson will mean 
nothing to boxing, 
said Bob Arum, &e 
celebrated boxing 
godfather "There’s 
enough big fights. 
George 

Foreman-Holyfleld is 
big enough, and there 
will be enough big 
combinations in the 
year’s ahead. So, Mike 
Tyson’s exit is no 


catastrophe." 

Obviously, Arum 
was trying to 
underplay the 
slgniflcanceof 
■p^n’s absence from 
the boxing ring, for he, 
as the arch-rival of 
Tyson’s promoter, 

Don King, seems to 
hate the convicted 
boxer too and so 
much so that he. in 
fact, welcomed his 
ouster, saying, ’ In 
some way. it helps 
boxing, because it 
eliminates someone 
who is perceived to be 
a bad apple in the mix." 

Others, however, 
are deeply concerned. 
Says Seth Abraham, 
the President of 
Tlme-Wamer Sports, 
the parent company 
of HBO, who were 
expecting to telecast 
I he Tyson-Holyfleld 
prestige bout, "The 
profound effect, 
obviously, is on the 
heavyweight 
championship, and 
that connects with 
other divisions. As the 
heavyweight division 
goes, so goes boxing.” 

So. what about the 
future? 


"Well, it’s open 
season without 
Tyson," thinks Larry 
Holmes, the 

42- year-old former 
champion vriio was 
knocked out l^Tyson 
in 1988 and who 
admittedly wants no 
more to do with him 

But Holmes does 
offer some 
alternatives. 
Including his own 
renewed effort to take 
a title sliot against 
anybody in the Held. 
And. no denying. 
Holmes and the 

43- year-old Foreman 
are attractive fighters, 
especially against one 
another. To a 
nostalgic crowd, as 
well as those 
lamenting over 
Tyson’s exit, the duo 
may bring at least 
some excitement 
back. 

Among other 
possibilities are 
Riddick Bowe and 
Lennox Lewis whose 
potential as big-time 
stars may not yet have 
been well-known, but 
ejqierts believe they 
might raise a storm on 
an empty stage. 











OPINIONS 
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jite s^taited laughii^. 
IjlCfc It wasagame," she 


' vltie WDitmn said she 
5 i^t tothe bathroom, 
mitiwhah she emerged 
lyaon was sitting on the 

In his underwear.. 

'lwasterrlfled."8he‘' 
'Isaidft'stimefor'' 
me to leave*. He said, 
^.Come here* and grabbed 
n^am. I said. ‘Stop. Get 
e#nte.* l tried toilet. It 
wwllkehittingawall." 

' Nowwalls.'cold and 
bleak. wlU be closing in 
this man who thought 
iQj«powerihhis 
.^piscles, hla raw beastly 
’ t^talffy had made all 
.CK^^letal rules irrelevant. 

. Who bought Jte could do 
^ahyttathgthat came Into. 

ima^pewould, tf not 
> love hhh, aoeepthim for 

.'?'1iWe^.hehadhls 
^ jFbr. bit the day 

Ire'iteccived the jury’s 
, Vi^ct eyeiyddng^xnd .l 
hiim was heroic. A kid 


SSimiEiinrnnMrri 


^dirai^ ^^letio'llfe el 
#HK}.iaMllmn.‘fyear;.a' 


■ In some way it 

C ryson’s exit) helps 
oxing, because it 
eltnilnatss someone 
whoispercalveilto 
be a bad apple In the 
mlx"...boxing 
promoter Bon Arum 

■"The state athletic 
commissions will lift 
bis licence. No hotel 




Tyson fight). You I 
can’t see the 
announcer saying, 
’And In this comer, 
the comricted rapist, 
MlkeTj^n"...Bsrt 
Randolph Sugar, 
publisher of 
Boxing IUu 9 tnt 9 il 

■'Tyson is e wolf in 
sheep’s clothing who 




the cloak of 
Chrlstlanity"...oneof 
the prosecution 
lawyers 

■ This beautiful 
honest kid cams to 
town and 
docalved 
profession^ 
decoi¥ai’'...a boxing 
fan 












ilTURFViEW 


W HEN two top 
class athletes 
meet in any 
Held of sport, 
they provide 
spectators 

with fare fit for the Gc^s. On 
Sunday. February 16.1992 the 
two best horses in India at the 
moment—both champions in their 
own right—clashed for the second 
time and once again thqr held the 
crowd spellbound. 

Every time Romantic Dancer 
and Star Contender—the horses in 
question—have met. the outcome 
has been a close affair. The Queen 
Ellisabeth 11 Cup was no exception 
to the rule and Just half a length 
was all that separated the Dancer 
from the Contender. 

It Is almost reminiscent of those 
remarkable Wimbledon finals 
among men like Borg. McEnroe 
and Connors. Each of their 
matches were absolute 
clKT-hangers which seemed to 
swing either way before one 
eventually emerged the victor. 
Trying to decide who was going to 
win before the match was really 
pure guesswork, and the crowd 
invariably left the arena with the 
feeling that while It was great for 
one of the champions to have won. 
it was sad that the other had to 
lose. So the score between 
Romantic Dancer and Star 
Contender now stands at one set 
all. The first set was the Indian 
Champion Cup where Star 
Contender prevailed just half a 
length, virtually winning It on the 
tie>breaker. The second set was the 
Queen’s Cup where Romantic 
Dancer came back from the brink 
of defeat and once again it was the 

RomaiHb Dancer, Aalam 
Kadar u|^ swooped In for the Mil 
and beat Star Contender by half a 
length 



Romantic Dancer's ability to move into over-drive 
in a few strides won him the prestigious race 








tie break which was resorted to in tlU March 1 when they clash once 

order to decide the outcome. It is again in Bangalcwe for what 

unfortunate that the final set promises to be the decider 

between these two remarkable The Queen Elizabeth II Cup. a 

hcnses will not take place In grade II affair, is historically (me of 

Calcutta and we Will have to wait the most important Urms races 



unlike^ that the outcome would 
prove to be an upset 

Sure enough in the event it was 
the two 5-year olds viho fou^t it 
out. but Sliver Sovereign who 
finished third was by no means 
disgraced and he turned in quite a 
performance himself 

Considering the fact that he had 
run the St Legerju&t one week 
earlier, KomanUc Dancer (ridden 
by Aslam Kader) was sent out for 
the race by trainer Haskell David 
Icxiking a lot better than he had in 
the Indian Champion Cup Star 
Contender t<» could not have been 
faulted with the Comer brothers. 
Philip and Robin combining to see 
if th^ could make it two love in 
their favour 

With about 800 metres to run 
Robin Comer had Star Contender 
trying to steal a march He pushed 
Star Contender in an attempt to 
take ovei the running and as a 
result had to take the turn two to 
three horses wide At that Juncture 
Silver Sovereign iras In front. Zara 
Shah was in second place and Star 
Contender had to go ai ound them 
to try to hit the front Kader on 
Romantic Dancer opted to take his 
chance by trying to get a mn along 
the fence and suddenly found 
himself pocketed with nowhere to 
go With a furlong and half to mn 
Star Contender hit the front and he 
was at least a length and a half the 
good ofRomantic Dancer when 
^der managed to convinie Zara 
Shah to give him room in order to 
make his mn After that Romantic 
Dancer produced the acceleration 
that only a champion can produce 
and he swcmped down on Star 
Contender to win by half a length 

It was a magnificent 
performani^ indeed because in the 
Calcutta straight to make up that 
sort of ground against Star 
Contender is like trying to get an 
interest-free loan from a Shylock. 
but Romantic Dancer proved that 
he had become the leading State 
monqr earner in Indian turf histoiy 
because of his exceptional ability 
to switch from cmising speed into 
overdnve in a matter of stndes 
That was what won him one of the 
most exciUtu; Queen Elizabeth II 
Cups in the kst few years 
(tyniBj.Madaii 

mOTOOHAM SUBHOin’PM. 
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ROADIOHEU 


German sprint queen, Katrin Krabbe and two others 
were charged with ‘cheating^ during a dope test. The sentence, which 
is a four year ban from athletics, could effectively end their illustrious 

careers 


The Genmn Athletics Fedetdtiou has Ifnposed a 
ban on Certnan spnnt queen Katrin Krabbe—and 
two ol her tialnmg partners Grit Breuer and Stike 
Moeller—tegarding a controveislaldope test 
The suspension was revoked after Krabbe Grit 
Bieuei €wd Sfike Moeller obtained a court 
Injum tion 

The trio was tested tor possible doping at their 
South Atrican training quarters and the urine 
samples of all three appeared to be identical. 
Implying manipulation 

The Fedtiatlon ordered the tests following 
allegations that Krabbe has been using steroids or 
other banned performance enhancing drugs 
German athletk s star Katrin Krabbe and tellow 
sprinters Gnt Breuer and Silke Moeller were 
suspended lor four years by the National Athletics 
Association (DLV) for doping 


decade Itwasntlong 
before the mantle wat> 
going to fall on her All 
she had to do was 
wait for Barcelona But 
no 

What did Krabbe do? 

She stepped out of line 
and along with a couple 
of her compatriots 
decided to show us all 
over again that the world 
of athletics Is nothing 
but a sham 

Krabbe, Grit Bi euer 
and Sllke Moeller have 
been accused of 
tampering with their 


urine samples following 
a routine drug test Now 
why would anyone want 
to do that? Unless they 
were trying to hide 
som*ethlng Thetnrib 
urine samples proved to 
be identical As they all 
came from the same 
person, according to 
Germany's world expert 
on drug testing,professor 
Hanfred Danike The 
verdict? Suspension for 
four years 
Oh yes, there will be 
the usual rounds of 
appealing protesting 


T he 

weatherin 
South 
Alrlca is 
generally 
bright this 
time of the year 
Sunshine c oexisting 
happily with a friendly 
nip in the air Partly as a 
rule, crai^ things do tend 
to happen on nke bnght, 
sunnydays 
Like take for instance 
Katrin Krabbe Krabbe 


was In the very short line 
upol c ontestants who were 
vying for the crown of the 
'most outstanding 
woman spi inter foi this 

Katrin Krabbe (left) and 
Grit Breuer (right) go 
through the formalma In 
a relay. Breuer could jfet 
make a comebacMl 
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and suing once—and 
If—a court of enquiry is 
set up. Despite whatever 
truth the enquiry may 
reveal the authorities as 
a rule will try to hush 
things up. 'nieE.German 
sports factories have for 
long taken and digested 
their share of blame for 
steroid use and win 
continue to try and trme 



Okikton Olrlt.Kirtrin 
Krablw ordy DWMtf Ml to 
provathsiahawtoiaehMd 

down the magrUtudeM’ 
this disaster. World 
sport has withstood 
scandals of aU shapes 
and sizes and the 
authorities have 
hardened theiqselves to 
accepting one fact; the 
show must go on and the 
box office must be kept 
ticking. 

But the authorities 
need to have someone 
adio can be a box office 
draw. With Krabbe's 
suspension, world sport 
will rpcelve another dent 
to Its now crumbling 
boundary walls. The 
Olympics are the prime 
time of sport: track and 
Held holds centrestage In 
the Olympics: Katrln 
Krabbe by virtue of her 
awesome performance in 
Tokyo would have proved 
tobeabox office hit in 
Barcelona. There would 
have been some who 
would prefer to see her 
run and others vdio 
would have settled 
merely for her good 
looks. Krabbe's 
attractive features 
proved to be an effective 
back-up system to 
her—already 
exposed—mediocre 
talent. And as she would 
crouch on the blocks, her 
‘cold blue’or 
'mesmerising green* <yes 
(the press hasn't decided 
as yet) totally focused 
and unwavering, the 
agents of Nike 
International (Krabbe's 
sponsors) would stare up 
at^antlV screens and 
nod at each other 
appreciatively.. .sure 
that th^ had backed a 
winner. 

There was lots of 
money to be made as well 
and krabbe was a dream 
product. A symbol of the 
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BUSINESS AS USUAL 
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newunlted Gennany. 
Long legs, blonde hsdr 
held back in place, a face 
to Inspire Wes St. 
Laurent and a light, 
almost elegant style of 
running! i^bbe was on 
her way to becoming 
Incredibty rich. Ma]^ 
even a mulU-milUonalre 
(her golds In Tolqro had 
assured her ol that). 

With DM800.000 tucked 
away in German banks. 


SHke Moeller, a veteran 
athlete, haa brought a 
shameful end to tier 
career 

her sprint victories In 
TolQro could have 
enabled her to gross a 
Anther DM one million. 
TO make things easier, 
she had an expensive 
endorsement with sports 
giants. Nike. Needless to 


say. that with the 
announcement of the 
ban. Nike is going to drop 
her like a hot potato. 

Four years of 
suspension fibm the 
highly competitive and 
exclusive circuit of top 
class world athletics is 
going to take Its toll on 
Krabbeandher 
teammates. The 
youngest among them Is 
Grit Breuer and she 


might yet be able to pick 
up the broken pieces of 
her life and put them 
together a^tln. For 
Krabbe. a comeback Is 
going tone next to 
Impossible. It is not her 
fitness that might bother 
her but her broken spirit 
and her will to win a^r 
four years In the 
wlldemess.Too often 
banned sportsmen 
announce comebacks 
only to face the ignominy 
of defeat. Then there is 
the age factor. Krabbe 
should be around 25-26 
years of age. lA-«nd 
when—she returns. It Is 
an age at which most top 
class athletes have 
found itdifllcult to be 
consistent. As for Silke 
(Gladlsch) Moeller, 
perhaps a new 
profession awaits her: 
that of housewife. All 
three by crossing the line 
of fairness have reduced 
themselves from famous 
personalities to 
unwanted cheats. 

But for all these events 
and thelrJustiOable 
conclusion, we have a 
certain Mr. Ben Johnson 
to thank. Through his 
Adi. he has only 
managed to show us the 
way Sports bodies all 
over the world have 
tightened up their stance 
towards performance 
inducing drugs and 
clamped down heavily on 
their users, in spite of 
their world stature. 

One might feel sorry 
for Krabbe and her 
teammates: th^ could 
be victims as much as 
villains, but through all 
thisjt is right that a 
remorseless and nagging 
inquiry continues. For 
watching, not athletes 
but 'Axed up' {unkles 
perform at the highest 
level of world sport is not 
logic: It is nonsense. 

RoMaChaMMjMi 
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If your bake refuses to start, 
chan^ your boots and read on* 

Carbon dqxxsition on your spark plug results in your bike giving you 
starting trouble. Now you can prevent tliis by simply using Bharat Super 2T IWo Stroke Oil 
Hliarat Super 2T Is a high perfomiance oil that provides excellent lubrication 
to engine parts. It also prevents pLston ring sticking and carbon deposits on the exhaast 
jx)rt. piston and silencer. So you get a cleaner spark plug, smcxxher .starting, 
better pickup, more engine power, greater fuel efficienq- 
and longer engine life for a ie.s.ser dosage of Super 2T.* 

Use Bharat Super 2T Two Stroke Oil. 

It’s much cheaper than buying a new pair of b(X)ts. 

Bhaiat Super 2T Two Stroke Oil makes oil sense for all 2 and 3 wheelers. 

*Rt.fer to)X)ur owners sen ice IxxMi for recommended dosage 


Bharat Pot rol o um 


(AOMial hidii tMMpriM) 

Conaervation through quality upgradation. 


ContraaBH.SSl 9 t.B 











READERS’ QUIZ 


QUESTIONS 


1 Who was 
• called the 
‘Golden Torpedo' in 
swimming? 

2 Name the 
• swimmer who 
swam the English 
Channel six times 
in a year? 

3 He broke five 
• world records 
in one afternoon 
despite an injured 
back. Who did this 
and when? 

4 Who was the 
• first Indian 
woman athlete to 
win a gold medal in 
the Asian Games? 

5 Who was the 
• tallest player 
to have played 


international 

basketball? 

6 By what name 
• was table 
tennis first known 
as^when it began? 

7 Before Becker 
• and Graf who 
was the only 
German to win the 
Wimbledon singles 
title? 

8 Who was 
• called the 
female ‘Pele’ in 
football? 

9 Who was the 
• only football 
player to have been 
a member of the 
World Cup winning 
team thrice? 

*1 Name 
lU^thel964 


Olympic freestyle 
champion who 
remained unbeaten 
in 187 consecutive 
bouts? 

1 1 What area 
X • is called the 
‘key’ in basketball? 

1 fy Which 
X ^ • boxing 
division is called 
cruiserwelght? 

1 O By what 
X O • name is the 
1906 Games more 
popularly known? 

1 A Which 
X Hb • Indian 
athlete has been 
the winner of the 
Helm's award? 

1 p? Where in 
X O • the world is 
the longest golf 
course situated? 
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Interesting snippets fronn the world media that we don’t get to hear about... 


ONETOUfiHUUlY 


M aria 

ANGELES 
GARCIA 
believes In 

living dangerously. At 
the age of 18. she is 
refereeing in a men’s 
soccer league in Spain. 
This season has already 
cost her a broken 
nose—the work of a 
revenge seeking centre 
forward who sought her 
out at a night club and 
punched her. 

"Being a woman 
referee in a ('ountry as 
macho as Spain is 
dangerous." Garcia said, 
but she has managed to 
ignore the pressure from 
her parents and hance to 
quit. 

But she is one tough 
lady as goalkeeper 
Tomas Martinez can 
testify. Having been 
booked in a match, he 
grabbed Garcia round 
the waist and kissed her. 
ITie furious Garcia 
pulled out the red card 
ami Martinez was oiTthe 
field. Veiy soon three 
other teammates 
followed and they lost the 
match 10-0. 

Garcia's reaction to 
the incident was. "I' 
would have liked to have 
kicked him below the 
belt, but that would have 
landed me with 
problems." 

After that incident, 
most players are keeping 
their distance as well as 
behaving themselves 
when she is around. 


SPORTING 


f 


surpassed Bobby 
Fist'her's record as the 
game's youngest 
Grandmaster. 

She achieved this feat 
at the age of 15 years. live 
months—one month 
earlier than Bobby 
Fischer. Her next 
ambition Is to become 
world champion, i.e., 
take Gary Kasparov's 
title. 

According to Maxim 

Laft: Th« IS-year-old GM 
Judlt Polgar with her 
elder simer, Zeofla, 
diecueelng strategy 


Dingy, president of the 
U.S. Chess Federation. 
"She's already ahead of 
the competition. It's a 
question of how much 
she wants It," 

Coming from a family 
of chess players she'Is 
desperate to come out of 
the shadow of her elder 
s/sterSzuzsa. 22. who is 
a GM. Her other sister 
Zsolia, 17, is an 
International Master, so 
being the youngest of the 
lot she has a point to 
prove. 


BUBKA HIE CAPITALIST 


S ERGEI BUBKA, the 
record breaking pole 
vaulter from the former 
Soviet Union, was a 
first-rate capitalist even 
before the empire started 
breaking up. 

According to track and 
field promoter A1 
FYanken. Bubka—the 
only man to clear 20 feet 
in the event—has an 
arrangement with his 
sponsors. Nike, whereby 
he gets a cash bonus 
evtfiy time he breaks his 
world record. 

Naturally, being a 
smart operator he chose 
to do it a little at a time. 
Not only has his strategy 
worked, his bank 
account has grown and 
so has his popularity 
with the sponsors 
because he is constantly 
In the news and what 
more could th^ ask for? 




HTHE first PGA Tour 
JL tournament of 1992 
has established that the 
controversial use of 
instant replay in golf has 
come Aril circle and one 
way or another Is here to 
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violations before 
scorecards were signed.' 


JOHmON’S NEW BUDDY 


B en JOHNSON is 
once again exuding 
the seif confldence that 
had been his trademark 
before he was banned. 
Johnson in a meeting 
with the press before the 
start of the Canadian 
Indoor season predicted 
success 3 lthough he is 
only at 90 per cent of his 
top speed. 

Still t>ot recovered 
from tendinitis in both 
knees, the usually 
gregarious athlete 
appears to be somewhat 
withdrawn but was not 
hesitant about 
discussing his return 
and his performance so 
far. 

The latest addition to 
Johnson's pack of 
followers Is Azan, a 
retired businessman, 
who has taken up the 
role of his agent.as well 
as that of Greek chorus, 
explaining the meaning 
of what Johnson says. 

In other words putting 
'words into his mouth’. 


ATLANTA will taste 
£\oiympic glory in 
1996, but Boston wants 
to be the next U.S. city to 
host the Summer Games 


stay. 

Seen at one point last 
year by the tour players 
as an urmetxssaty. 
integrity-bnpugning 
device. Instaatreplay 
underwent a 
resurrection at the 
InRniti Tournament of 
Champions held at 
Carlsbad, California, 
arguably keeping a 
player m>m being 
dlsquallged. And the key 
figure was PauJAzinger. 
thdman whostartedaU 


Pole vauller, Sergei 
Bubka, has very good 
business sense 

the fuss In 1991. 

Last year, at the Dora! 
ftyder Open. Azlnger was 
knocked out of the 
tournament after a 
television viewer—and 
apparently no one 
else— noticed him break 
,a rule by kicking avray 
:roeks before playljog 
from a water hazard on 
the 18th hole ot the 


second round. 

Because the replay of 
theviolatirmwas 
Irrefutable. Azlnger was 
assessed a two shot 
penalty retro-actively 
and dlsqualided for 
signing an Incorrect 
scorecard. 

To avoid similar 
incidents, thePGATour 
has begun to assign a 
rules official to monitor 
tournament telecasts In 
an effort to noOtyplayers 
of possible rule 


In 2004. Organisersmet 
with senior government 
officials to outline their 
vision and plan for their 
bid. 

"Boston has more 
assets than Atlanta ”, 
said U,S. Senator, John 
Kerry, "andhtsthe 
profile of the Olympics to 
aT. 

Stiff competition Is 
expected from 
Minneapolis, 
Indianapolis, Miami, 
New York andSeattie.9 








BLAST YO 


T ime and time 
again. In the 
fltness column 
as well as here, 
we have given you 
enough reasons to start 
working out. We have 
talked about the benefits 
of staying In shape. 
About howyou can stave 
off the kilos that deposit 
themselves on you If you 
are not Into fitness. We 
even talked about the 
havcM’ that cholesterol 
can wreak on the system 
and how exercise can 
counter this. 

But Ifyou sutler from 
.some maladies then this 
column Is dedicated to 
you. Here we are going to 
tell you why backaches, 
diabetes, high blood 
pressure or excess 
cholesterol should keep 
you awav from the gym. 

Anybody who Is Into 
fitness (at whatever level) 
knows the serenity, the 
scn.se of growth, and the 
feeling of 

accomplishment that 
follows a workout. You 
can then eat with gusto, 
play with abandon, love 
with passion. 

But what happens to 
the guys with some 
medical problems? A bad 
back, for example. You’re 
going along nicely, skin 
and bones still holding 
togel her. when suddenly 
your back goes out while 
tying your laces. This 
phenomenon Is very 
prevalent, especially 
among middle aged 
persons: 90% of the 
middle aged people In 
this world ejqierlence 
backaches at one stage 
or another (not that the 



younger guys are way 
behind. In some cases 
thw are more chronic 
sufferers). 

Ifyou have a back 
problem then you might 
have been under stress, 
perhaps sitting for long 
hours at a stretch in 
front of the computer 
terminal or may be your 
Job requires you to do a 
lot of standing, adilch 


You’vs got a good thing going. Don't lot hoaNh 
probtems keep you off for longl 


can increase the curve of 
the spine and in the 
process compress the 
discs. But under medical 
supervision (please do 
not get In to exercising 
without consulting the 
doc) and dep^ndti^ on 
the nature of the 
problem, exercise will 


create a greater blood 
flow to tl^ affected area 
and thus promote 
healing while building 
strong, flexible muscles 
to protect the spine. 

What happens if you 
are Inflicted with the 
’silent killer', bjk>od 
pressuresYThis problem 








UR WAY 


’THRU LIFE 


has no symptoms, no 
pains and yet it afiliets a 
vast majority of people. 
Half of the people 
suffering from this 
disorder do not even 
know that they have the 
disease and why they are 
so seriously ill. It 
contributes directly to 
most heart attacks and 
strokes. This condition 
can surface at any age 
and is a primary risk 
factor for kidney failure, 
vision loss and a host of 
other problems. 

If your blood pressure 
exceeds 140/90. you’re 
in for trouble. By getting 
it under control you can 
save your life, very often 
you can do it without 
drugs. Exercise alone 
can bring down pressure 
in some individuals. 
Reaearchers have found 
that a ten-week exercise 
regimen that included 
both aerobic and 
anaerobic exercises, in 
people who have hi^ 
blo^ pressures, have 
considerably reduced 
the pressure. Other 
studies have shown that 
exercise coupled with a 
proper diet can also 
bring down pressure. 
Restricted salt intake, 
cutting down on 
smoking, and reducing 
the intake of alcohol and 
caffeine also go a long 
way in brining down the 
pressure. But as in the 
previotiscBse^i 


consultation with your 
physician is 
recommended. 

OiabetesJs another 
disease t hat can be 
monitored to a great 
extent by following an 
exercise regimen. 
Diabetes is a disorder 
characterised by poor 
control over insulin and 
bipod sugar levels in the 
system. Left unattended, 
this can lead to a m)n1ad 
of secondary diseases 
from heart disease to 
blindness. 

Obesity is one of the 
main reasons for 
diabetes and this is 
another facet that can be 
corrected ly exercise. 
Obesity remains the 
main cause of diabetes 
and what better way to 
cut down obesity than by 
exercising? Exercise also 
reduces the 
cardiovascular risk 
factors that is the 
greatest threat to 
diabetics. 

It also Improves the 
blood lipid profile 
(reduced cholesterol 
level and improved 
production of HDL). 
Another reason to 
exercise if you are a 
diabetic is because more 
muscles mean mcH?e 
insulin receptors and 
that means less insulin 
; is required to stabilise 
' blood glucose level. 

Cholesterol is one 
problem that's been 


given a lot of lime by 
scientists and 
researchers and 
eveiyone agrees that 
exercise reduces the 
level of LDL (the bad 
cholesterol) and raises 
the level of HDL (or the 
good cholesterol). 

Ihese points are for 
the betterment of the 
physical department but 
what happens to the 
mental faculty of a 
human? Does that also 
alter with exercise? 
Biologically we are 
geared for intense 
physical activity. 

Survival mechanisms 
like ‘ftght or flight* still 
reign supreme In our 
minds, in our modem 
world we encounter 
stress and fears that only 
Increase as the days go 
by and the stress and 
fears can best be 
overcome by doing 
exercises. >^en we are 
exercising we are in a 
different world 
altogether and it 
provides a very good 
outlet for the fears and 
stress that we would like 
to shed off. We can't deal 
with the problem by 
knocking it down or 
mnnlng away from it. so 
head for the weights. 

Regular exercise can 
also decrease depression 
and anxiety attacks that 
are so common these 
days. It also serves to 
increase self-esteem. 


Though the actual 
connection between 
exercise and reduced 
anxiety has not been 
proved, it Is probably 
because the mood 
altering hormone, 
noradrenaline, is 
produced more and this 
gives rise to 
self-confldence and a 
generally happy 
disposition. 

Research has also 
shown that exercise and 
physical activity 
influence the aging 
process. It is not that if 
you are into exercising 
you will not grow old. but 
on the other hand 
regular exercise slows 
down the aging process 
and you will be much 
more energetic and 
enthusiastic as you go 
through the walk of life. 

Now do we have to give 
you any more reasons to 
hit the gym, or pound the 
road for a couple of 
miles? Look at It this 
way. You are not going to 
lose out on anything tty 
exercising. So why not 
give Ita tty.# 








KARATE 


THE POWER OF THE EMPTY HAND 


Go into kokutsu-dachl and perform a mawashhuki (as displayed in insets) 

with the left hand " 


T his week we are 
discussing a 
stancc*cum- 
blockthal Isveiy 
useful once you move 
into the advanced stages. 
Go into 

kokiitsu-dachi. as you 
perform a mawashi-ukl 
with your hand,This Is 
very good defence 
against any punch or 
kick attack to your 
middle or head region by 
an opponent standing 
directly in front of you. 

■ySMvsIlOanguly 
KyokushinkaliuHi karat* 

PHOTOTiRAPHS RAMAN BHALkA 









Needed: 

Intestinal 

fortitude 


H aving lived in Australia 
for over a decade and 
having seen so many 
teams touring this 
country, one was saddened to sec 
the lack of'intestinal fortitude’ in 
the Indian team currently touring 
here It took a young Sachin 
Tendulkar f o show our much 
vaunted 'best batting line-up in the 
world' hov/to bat’ 

While our bowlers led by the 
Incomparable Kapil Dev did us 
proud, our leading batsmen were 
never comfortable at the crease 
Aihar certainly played 
Irresponsible on many an 
occasion Manjrckarwas 
technic ally correct but loo 
defensive and Vengsarkar was 
certainly a pale shadow of the 
player that he once was Maybe our 
batsmen should follow Geoff 
Marsh's lead and spend time in the 
boxing ring to Improve their 
footwork and reflexes And yes, 
they could do with some lessons in 
fielding and in running between 
the wickets as well 

There is no point In blaming only 
the players for the dismal 
performance The Board and the 
selectors are equally to blame and 
should take an equal share of the 
cnlicism They should have looked 
at national interests and not 
regional Interests when they chose 
the team for the tour ItisTiotanew 
phenomenon In Indian cricket that 
the ego of the Board members 
! always tcxik precedence over logic 
: and fair play. 

Finally what Is the need for two 
managers.specially one being a 
political appointee with no idea 
whatsoever of the nuanexs of the 
game. For the betterment of Indian 
cricket one hopes that these things 
change. 

DIUPMAHANTY. 

Lane Cave, 

NSW20e6. 

Auatraha. 


Good going 


T he issue dated 5' 11 Februaiy 
was indeed a treat to the 
readers. Tlie cover stoiy Kapil Dev 
da jawaab nahin made interesting 
reading No one can really 
comphment a sportsperson of his 
calibre One can only be grateful 
t hat a cricketer like him was bom 
in India Andy O'Brien has done a 
good Job throughout the piece and 
bringing forwai^ the issue of 
whether he should be made the 
captain was very timely 
It is true that Kapil is one person 
who gets better with age With his 
dcdiration and perseverance he 
has showed what fighting spirit is 
all about Helsonecncketerwho 
does not let go tHl the last ball of a 
match IS bowled, one who 
understands all aspects of the 
game thoroughly 
He is one player who eftn 
motivate a team lust by his sheer 
presence on the field. Keeping In 
mind this trut h it is only befitting to 
name him the captain of the Indian 
team After the World Cup Is over 
the selectors and the Board should 
review the state of aflalrs in Indian 
enrket and after that it is only 
natural that Kapil should be 
named the captain 
SHOMESUVRA PRASANNA 
MUKIIERJEE, 

Calcutta 


Purposeful, but.... 


J HE cover story Kapil Dev da 
jawaab nahin came at the 
appropriate moment but 
S/Miisworld could certainly have 
done with a better photograph of 
* Kapil Dev on the cover. An action 
photograph of the great 
all-rounder would have served the 
purpose better. 

C K. Subramanmm, 

Madras. 


Good job there 


T he article on the Indian 
skipper Azharuddin. issue 
dated January 29—Februaiy 4.by 
Andy O'Brien was really 
commendable It actually gave us a 
complete picture of the 
frustrations and agonies that the 
skipper must be experiencing In 
fact our heart goes out to him and 
we almost feel like patting him on 
the back and telling him 'We 
understand Arhai. and we know 
that you ran do it 'Thanks once 
again for the nice article 
I also take this opportunity to 
wish Aahar and the Indian team all 
the best for the forthcoming World 
Cup 

PAYALDHAR. 

New Delhi 


A sorry state of affairs 


I T IS really shocking to see how 
the former East German 
athletes arc being hounded by 
their own countiymcn on terms of 
drug abuse acc oinpanied by 
vot lierous support from the other 
nations 

Although drug abuse IS (erlainly 
a crime that sport can do without, j 
it is certainly not limit ed to ' 

Germany alone In the United 
Staleafor example.drugs are 
commonplace even In the college 
level, but that fact is very clearty 
being swept under the carpet 
What we now see is the desperate 
bid on part of the U S Federation to 
reinstate a formei world record 
holder banned for drug abuse, for 
the Barcelona Oljmiplcs This Just 
shows the duplicity that exists In 
today's world of sport 11 is okay 1o 
overlook the occasional 
indiscretions of an American or 
British athlete but others cannot 
be spared at any cost. Can some 
things ever change? 
AMITKUMARDAS 
Calcutta. 


The book *Wlcket8 in the E^t. excerpts of which were published in the 
Issue dated 5-11 Februaiy 1992. is written by RAMACHANDRA GUHA 
Owing to an editorial slip-up the author's name was not mentioned 
along with the article. The inconvenience is regretted. 


The transparencies of the Benson and Hedges poster and that of 
Sachin Tendulkar that appear on the cover of Oils Issue are by Kama! 
Julka, 
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International 
School Tennis 


T ime 4th Annual Calcutta 
International School tennis 
tournament was held at the 
Calcutta South Club recently 
under the supervision of ace tennis 
coach Mr Anwar All 
The Senior Girls Singes Open 
event stole the limelight with 
never-say-die Nayanika Mlsra 
fulflllingathree year-old 
aspiration of bagging the title In a 
match lasting 90 minutes, 
Nayanika overpowered Shweta 
Dhawan (daughter of former Davis 
Cupper Vlnay Dhawan) 4-6,6-2, 

7 5 in a seesaw thriller, while the 
boys event saw Krishna Manda 
prevailing over Pole, Bartek 
Piet ut h 5 7 6-4 6 3 in 80 minutes 
to take the title lor the second year 
running 

In a new classification 
section—Intermediates—Shatadru 
Sarknr blanked out Soumya 
Bdsuthakur 6-0, while in the 
Beginners Groups, Arin Basu 
breezed past Korean Jae Wook 
Shin, and in the Girls Raashi Seth 
had a tougher time edging out a 
tiring Siimana Ghosh 
•usIiKocIwr 


Coaching Camp 


K ALIGHATCLUB. one of the 
oldest cricket clubs of 
Calcutta, has begun a coadUng 
camp for youngsters from 
December.’91 

The ‘P Sen Memorial Cricket 
Coaching Centre' had begun with 
30 youngsters In the Under-15 yrs 
category Since the beginning of 
this month, another 30 boys of the 
Under-19 category have been 
taken into the fold 
The centre will function 
throughout the year Ashok 
Must^ is the Technical Advisor of 
this centre and the other coaches 
are ex-RanJl Ttophy players like 
DS Mukherjee, Anil 
Bhattacharya and Tapan Dey. 


Transport Cricket 


D elhi transport corpora¬ 
tion (DTC) lifted the 12th All- 
India State Road Transport Under¬ 
taking Cricket tournament beating 
Andhra Pradesh State Road Trans¬ 
port Corporation Hyderabad (APS- 
RTC) by three wickets at the Univer¬ 
sity of Delhi 

Earlier in the semi-final. Ranga 
Rao hit an unbeaten 90 to guide 
APSRTC to a comfortable six 
wicket victory over Uttar Pradesh 
State Road Transport Corporation 
Hosts DTC outplayed Pune Munici¬ 
pal Transport by 10 wickets 
Kulwinder. Bhuvan and Mahesh 
Sharma, all from DTC were adjudg¬ 
ed the best batsman, best bowler 
and best allrounder respectively by 
the championship 

S«r«ab Kumar iMi 


KANPUR 


C.K. Nayudu 
Under-19 

I n what was a heart-stirring 
match, a seesaw battle. 

North Region obtained a narrow 


victory six runs defeating South 
Region In the C.K. Nayudu cricket 
Under-19 competition at the Green 
Park Stadium here this month A 
classic knockbyDhruv Pandav (87) 
and a stimulaflng 60 runs Iw 
Prabjlt Johar pulled the rugfrom 
under the South Region South 
Region scored 260 runs in the 
stipulated 50 overs against 266 
runs of the North Recoil 

Spectators were thrilled by the 
masterly knock ofTanvlr Jabar 
(59) and S Medappa (67) but their 
herculean efforts paid no 
dividends, as with the departure of 
Medappa. the South side just faded 
away 

Mr JagendraSwaroop. 

President of U P Cncket 
Federation distributed prizes to the 
winners 

KJL 


Ordnance 

Factories’ 

Wrestling 


I T was indeed a creditable 
performance for the wrestlers of 
the hosts Ordnance Factories. 
Kanpur, to win the trophy for the 
eighth time continuously with 48 
marks in a two-day North Region 
Ordnance Factories Wrestling 
The age group of the P. Sen 
Memorial Cricket Coaching 
Centre now inciudes the 
Underwig 


















Ms. Padma Rammurthy 
presenting the trophy to the 
captain of Ordnance Factory, 
Kanpur 

competition held at the Armerena 
Stadium here 

Following them were Ordnance 
Factory, Muradnagar (22 marks) 
and Small Arms Factory, Kanpur, 
(13 marks) About 95 wrestlers 
from various ordnance factories 
of the North Region took part, 

Smt. Padma Rammurthy, wife of 
Mr, Ram Chandra Rammurthy, 
General Manager, OFCys, Kanpur, 
presented the trophies and 
distributed prizes to the winners 


RANCHI 


Federation Cup 
Volleyball 


S ports AUTHORiTV of india 
(SAI), Bangalore, comprising 
teenagers beat Calcutta Port Trust 
(CPU in three straight sets. 15-13, 
15-lOand 15-5. to win the 3rd East 
2k>ne Federation Cup volleyball 
championship. 

The SAI bq^, averaging 17 
years, did their Arjuna Award 
winner coach, former international 
Shyam Sunder Rao, proud by 
remaining unbeaten in this 
toumammt. Earlier, they had 
topped the league table i^th ten 
points, before defeating the 
e>q)er1encedCPTteam in the final. 
It was only in the first set that 


CPTgave a semblance ofa fight, 
while recovenng from a 7-12 deficit 
to level the score But the SAI boys, 
taller and fitter, blocked effectively 
and spiked powerfully to dim h the 
set, 15 13 The ones who excelled 
were Mukesh Lai. with his left 
handed smashes. Joby Joseph. 
Praveen Kumar and Sanjeev who 
controlled the net admirably 

Despite all the tact and craft 
employed by the CPT captain A. 
Paladhy. and speed at the net by M. 
Ghosh and P Chatterjee. the 
second set too went, rather 
comfortably. 15-lOloSAl.The 
third set. 1.5-5. was literally a 
walkover 

What is so striking about these 
boys is that they were selected for 
the SAI Special centre about ten 
months ago. under a special 
scheme to promote volleyball 
talent. And within such a short 
span they picked up the finer 
points of the game, under the able 
tutelage of Shyam Sunder Rao 

In the play off for the third 
position. T1SCO got the better of 
A.G. Orissa in a gruelling five 
setter. 15-13.11-15.15-5.3-15 
and 17-16 Telecom. Patna and 
Bihar Police finished fiilh and sixth 
respectively. 

Mr Dilip Bhattachatya. 

President. Volleyball Federation of 
India (VFI). chief guest for the final, 
said action would be taken against 
those teams that did not turn up for 
the championship after confirming 
^heir participation. 

The SAI boys, not only walked 


away with the trophy, but also a 
cash award of Rs 3000 and another 
trophy for being the best 
disciplined team in the 
tournament. 

Ania Kttmar T Ii sIm s 


TRIVANDRUM 


Junior Carrom 


T he 20th JNational Junior Car- 
roms championship proved to 
be a nightmare for the hot favou¬ 
rites Top seeded Kubendra Babu 
fTamil Nadu) crashed out in the 
boys second round while No. 1 
Monaz Koper (Maharashtra) went 
down in the girls'singles final For 
the first time in 19 years. Tamil 
Nadu lost the boys’ team title 
The Karnataka bqys ended the 
.winning spree ofTamil Nadu by out - 



Sakttiivalu was tha boys* 
champion in tha Junior Carrom 
championships 

playing them 3-0 in the semi-final. 
Karnataka maintained their new¬ 
found form, to defeat Andhra 
Pradesh 3-0 in the team champion¬ 
ship final. 

The Tamil Nadu girls confirmed 
their superionty by topping the 
round robin league. Their skipper 
G. Revathy completed a triple ^ 
winning the singles and doubles 
event. She defeated Mona/. Koper 
25- 19k2S-20 in the singles final 












(Kevathl also defeated Monaz dur¬ 
ing the team championship). The 
third seeded Kcvathi won all her 
singles matches in straight games. 
She teamed up with her sister G. 
Saraswathy to beat the Monaz- 
Shurhangl Kale duo (Maha¬ 
rashtra) 25-6 8-25 25-18 to claim 
the doubles crown. 

The fifth seeded Sakthivelu of 
Tamil Nadu drubbed his colleague 
and giant killer Dominic Raj 25-19 
25-3 to emerge the boys’ 
champion. Rahul Parmarand 
Mahesh Sandiz of Maharashtra 
won the doubles title defeating 
Habib Khan and Ra|u of Ksirnataka 
25-3.25-3. 

Six teams in the girls and 14 in 
the boys took part in the 
championship. 

S.K.T.K. 


Inter-University 

Cycling 


P UNJAB (57 pts) and Manipur 
(21 pts) universities shared the 
honours in the men's and women’s 
section respectively in the 15th 
All-India Inter-Unlverslty Cycling 
championship held at the 
Velodrome, Ifarlyavattom. 

Pritpal Singh, representing 
Punjab University, claimed 5 gold 
medals in the men’s section. He 
won the 4000 in Individual 
pursuit. 1000 m Individual Time 
Trial(1:18:53sec). lOOOmMass 
3tart, 4800 m Mass Start and 4000 
mTeam Pursuit. In the 100 kms 
road mass race, M. Ashokan of 
Bharthidasan University came 
first, clocklng2 hours, 50m: 5 sec. 

In the women's section. 

Prempatl Devi (Manipur) bagged 
tviro golds—3000 m Individual 
Pursuit (4:46.02 sec), and 1000 m 
Individual Time Trial (1:28.19 sec). 

Kerala finished second in both 
the men’s (22 pts) and women’s (3 
pts) section. 

About 1(X) cyclists from 15 
universities participated in the 
four-day meet which failed to 
create any records. 

•a|s«v KwMr T.l(. 
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Puniab UnlvarsHv ware the men’s champions in the 
Inter-University cycling championships 


















MADHYAMGRAM 


W.B. Kyokushin 
Karate 


T he sixth West Bengal 

Kyokushin Karate and Kata 
Championship was oi ganlsed by 
the Indian Oyama Karate-do 
Madhyamgram Ihe 
rhampionship which had 150 
partKipants was held at the 
Madhyanigram Yoga and Physical 
Education C omplex 

KATA 

OT09YEARS 1 PooiaSharma 2 
Rupesh Shamia 

9+10 12 YEARS 1 Kingshiik 
Chatterjce 2 Biju Pattanayak 

12 + TOI5YrARS 1 Chill angada 
Acliarya 2 bumati Pattanayak 

15 + 10 il YEARS GIRLS OPEN I 
1ania(;ringul\ 2 Knshnapriya 
Basak 

32 YEARS AND ABOVE (MEN A 
WOMEN) 1 Bas.intiR.iha 2 
Sumnath Ch.indra 


KUMtTE(FREEHGHT) 

LIGH1 WEIGHT CATEGORY (UP 
TO 53 KGS) 1 Ra)esh Sharma 
(Raniganj) 2 Jaydeep 

Uhattacharya (Calcutta) 

MIDDLE WEIGfII CAIEGORY(UP 
lO 60 KGS) 1 Supratim Mill a 
(Calcutta) 2 Kaju Chakiaborty 
(Calc utta) 

HEAVT WEIGHT CA1EGORY (61 
KGS & ABOVE) 1 Bitnal Paul 
(Calcutta) 2 DhimAn Hui 
(Calcutta) 


HYDERABAD 


Inter-Bank Chess 


I^ATIONAL champion an4 
International Master D V 



The winners of the Ladiee Kata 
Competition 

Prasad (Union Bank) retained the 
tophonouis in the third Southern 
Region Inter Bank Chess 
tournament which concluded at 
the Slate Bank of Hyderabad Head 
Office in Gunfoundy recently 
Prasad defeated Nedungadl 
Dank s M Satheesan in a long 
drawn battle in the ninth and (Inal 
round to tally an Inc redlble 81/2 
pointb Ihe champion dropped the 
half point in tlie fifth round against 
1 S Ravi (Indian Dank) 

Playing black in the English 
opening Prasad gained crucial 
space adyantage by playing d5 
After some strange exchanges 
inyolying minor pieces Prasad 
managed to win a pawn on the 
queen side Later, he snuffed out 
the spinted defence by Satheesan 
to win the knight ending after 65 
moves 

Former Junior national 
champion Ravi capitalised on a 
mistake by Nedun^adi Bank s C S 


Unnl to clinch the runner up slot 
Unni played r6 on the 12th move 
In the Guk o Pannove system to 
give Ravi a strong fcwthold 

Ravi gained Unnl s a pawn and 
forced his rook Into immobility 
The Indian Bank star played 
precise end game moves to seal the 
game In 44 moves Unni who 
needed only a draw to finish second 
behind Prasad had to settle for the 
third place with 61/2 points 

In the team event favourites 
Indian Bank expectedly won the 
crown with 27 points ahead of 
Andhra Bank (24) and Union Bank 
(23 1/2) 

Ancihra Bank owed Its 
runner up berth to the vital point 
won by K N Gopal from Syndicate 
Bank s N S Srlnath Sastiy 
Playing black, in the Modem 
BenonI Gopat launched a 
crushing king side attac k against 
Sastry's queen side offensive He 
made a brilliant knight sacriflee on 
the king's side to open up the 
position and imm^iately fore ed 
Sastiy to surrender 
CAaMI 









This week In the history ofsport 


T he worst sports 
disaster of Uie 
century occurred on Feb 
8Sr 1918 at Hong Kong 
when 604 punters were 
killed after the stands at 
a local race course 
collapsed 

"IJAlLWAYSbeat 
J^defendei s Bengal to 
claim the women s title 
In the 26th National 
Volleyball championship 


at Calcutta on FCb VI, 

1978. 

B order SECURTiY 
FORCE defeated 
Leaders Club of 
Jullunder to regain the 
Durand Cup after three 
years on Feb U, 197S. 

O NFebt9,1988 

Romanians, Hie 
Nastase and Drone 
claimed the men's 


doubles title defeating 
Premjlt Lai and Sham 
Mlnotra 6-3,6-3, in the 
Invitation Tenms 
Tournament at 
Tnvandrum 

H aving remained 
world heavyweight 
boxing champion for 11 
years and 252 days, 
incidentally the longest 
perlodJoe Louis of USA 
retired on Mar i, 1949. 


D uring a drag race 
at Covington, USA.41 
car travelling at ISOmph 
smashed into 
spectators, killing fl 
and Injuring many more, 
onMar.8,1989 ^ 

O N Mar3,1989 Dixie 
wmie of Australia set 
a vrorld athletic record 
for women by running 
880yds In 2 min 2 0 sec 
AJL Sharif 


MILESTONES 


WCSMltniBy 

Kelren Perkin of 
Australia in the 
800m freasMe with 
atiinlngof7mlns. 
46.60 secs This 
reemd, 1.25 sees, 
less than his 
previous record, 
was set at the 
South Wales 
Cha mpionships. 
WMhE^ Martina 
Navratilova the 
$350,000 
Chicago 

Tournament. Sh8 
defeated Jana 
Novotna In the ftnals 
to post her 158th 
tourhamehtvlctoiy. 
Vftththlswln^ 
iMoke Chris Bvofs 
recendaTmost 
tournament titfea. 
VOKByBods 
Becker the 
iSOaODOAIT 
Tburnamimt pk|y«d 
at Brussels. He 
defeated woridNo. 1 
Jim Courier In the 
final. The score read 
6-7, (6-7). 2-6.7-6. 
(12-10). 7-6. (7-5). 
(7-<B. This was. 
Bedbkr’sdrst 
toilrnai6i46(winar 
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QUIZ 

QUESTIONS 

1 Who hit the first century of World 
Cup cricket? 

2 Why would Sunil Qavaskar like to 
totally forget his innings against 
England in the first World Cup? 

3 Which was the first score of less 
than 100 in a one-day international 

4 The son of an East African cncketer 
who played in the first World Cup 
went on to play cncket for England 
Guess who'> 

5 What does over-bowled’ signify in 
archer/? 

6 Who IS the founder of modem 
karate"? 

ANSWERS 

1 D L Amiss (V India) at Lord’s 
onJune 7,1975 

2 His 36 n 0 in 60 overs betrayed 
his utter unfamiliarity with the 
one-day game which India lost 
tw 202 runs 

3 The 86 scored by Sri Lanka 
against West Indies in first 
World Cup It was the first score 
of less than 100 one-day 
internationals played up till then 

4 0 Pnngle, father of Derek 
Pnngle 

5 Shooting a bow with too much 
draw-weight for that archer 

6 Funakosni Gichin (1870-1957) 

CHESS 

S TRANGELY enough there is an 
Indian world champion playing 
on the current tircuit Not that he 
has received too much publicity in 
his land of origin Yes I am referring 
to young Darshan Kumaran the 
under 16c hampton from London 
Kumaran despite his youth is 
already a seasoned performer with 
an excellent temperament and 
thorough preparation Here is an 
example of his sharp play 
White Igor Ivanov Vs Black 
Kumaran, Uqyds, 91 
1C4 c5 2 Nf3 Nf6 3IM CCM 4 Nd4 sS 5 NbS 
dSecdS BM7N1-c3.The main-hne is 
7 Bd2 Bc5 while 7 N5-c3 has also 
been tried This is new Black 
cannot play 7-a6 8 Qa4 
7—048 Qb3 Na6 fl Bb2 BfS 10 g3?i Ns41 
White should have tried 10 h 
according to GMPtacnik 'Theie 
covild follow 10—Bc3 n Nc3 e4 12 
0b7 Nc7 with an unclear mess 


where white s extra material may 
be valuable 

11 Rdl Re8. White sees that 11 Ne4 
De4 12 Bb4 Bd5 gc3 Rc814 Qd4 

15 gb4 is disastrous Also 11 Bg2 
Nd2 12 Kd2 0b6 looks nasty 

12 Ne4 Be413 Bd4 (Sm Diagram) Be2! 
White has practical chances after 
the natural 13—Nb4 14gb4 Bhl 
15 Nc 3 with the light squared 
bishop in exile seek on 
14Qa3NM1SQb4Bd118Bg20b6l17a3 
a5l 18Qd2 QbS 19Qd1 Qb2The rest is 
just mopping up Ivanov played on 
out oi shellshock 

20 04 Cla3 21 Bh3 RcdS 22 a4 bS 23 QhS 
Qd6 24 g625 QgS he 26 Qg4 Kh7 27 Rcl 
gf528Qf5Qg629Qh3a430Rc6Rd6(O 1) 

DsvangslHiOiitta 



book Maxwell Macmillan 
Bridge, priced at 7,95 sterling 
pounds (US$ 15 95) 

Despite the changes from the 
original book—gone are Flint’s 
account of the 1965 Buenos Aires 
scandal as also the Flint Pender 
system while conventions like 
Roman key-card Blackwood and 
Lebensohl. unheard of in the 
sixties have been added—4he book 
retains much of its origlna] solid 
advice on t ard-play technique and 
psychology including this gem 
from the 1955 world 
championships won by Great 
Britain 


NORTH 

* AJ9S 

« KJ8741 

* A6 

* 4 

EAST 
• KB 
« 0S652 

/ * 083 

4 082 


* KJ10<)7S42 
« 53 


BRIDGE 

R ecords are meant to be 
broken E^ren Bob Beamon s 
Jump of the twenly-flrst centuiy 
did not survive the twentieth No 
wonder the late Jeremy Flmts 
record of becoming an American 
Ufe Master in a mere three weeks 
in the sixties no longer stands, 
having being broken by Sabine 
Zenkel of Germany, now living in 
USA Still to have become an LM in 
three weeks. Flint and his partner, 
the late Peter Pender, not only 
must have played well but also 
employed decent bidding methods 
These were expounded In Flint s 
and Freddie North s Tiger Bridge, 
but as many of the ideas have 
become somewhat Jaded in today s 
world, the authors decided to 
update the book. Unfortunately. 
Flint passed away, leaving North to 
honour his friend's wishes which 
the latter has done m Tiger Bridge 
Revisited', a 152-page papeibound 


•lOliTH 

* 0643 

* A10 

a 

* AKJ10976 

Playing in a contrac t of six c lubs 
after West's preempt in diamonds 
and East's raise both Souths 
received the lead ol the rane ol 
diamonds At one table the 
Americ an declarer won dummy's 
ace and led a club to his Jack, 
claiming when trumps broke 
3-2—Bridge is an easy game* 

At the other table, Terence Reese 
of England realising that his 
contract would be in Jeopardy if a 
trump finesse lost spumed the 
finesse for a much supenor line of 
play He mfled the opening lead in 
hand, cashed the ace king of 
trumps the top hearts and led the 
eight of hearts East covered with 
the nine as South ruffed and exited 
in trumps pitching a spade trom 
dummy On winning the club 
queen East had no answer With 
the spade ace-Jack and diamond 
ace in dummy whatever he 
returned would provide two entries 
to dummy one to rutt out East s 
heart queen and the other to enjoy 
dumm/s good hearts and 
diamond ace for spade discards 
Bridge is not an easy game! 
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ttlfffr<»»*rson . 
topartott. Alloor 
•ystMM buntfttal Ixi 
dlf faraat aiaounta. If 
you aat a borgar apd 
thanl&aad for tha gym« 
Itdoaan'taaan 
you' 11 work It of f aa 
fast asaaotbar gay 
Ktao' s dona tha sawa 

thing* •hit'atiV'td 

youpoarrivadttha 
pOrfi^ dbsiblnatlibh* ' 

,Trlji^la«dfpp(^,i'''- 


'•jeti$fcy^:va»5fthJ^ 

^t pats you worliiai^. r 
';^£a^«yott'llb« 
hawing so anioh fun 
5ttst eavntlag that 
tha eardiowasoular 
banaf its ara alaost a 
bonus. 

■ otharoptions 
lhel)ida5ogging 
(yasnlskl|vli^« 
nywllbd or dtp**. 0 
'I!iiala« ol4waldM•^F^ 














da»'‘t stay «M tmtxt 

tooA, YottaiflfbtM 
wall juat alt bac k and 
an joy tha bluUwr 
(yuckl). 

HOW you'll 

undar ataad lAy dUliua 
Caaaar oallad Caaaiua 
«laaaaiidh»agzy”. i£ 
you' ra looklaa to 
ataylaaa« you'ra 
alaaya bound to Caal a 
littlatauagri^-. »i4mb 
yeHwat«*avn<yoM 
alHbbldSiaaetateA 
tkddatD'ladan 
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MARATHON MOCKERY 


Slow Jo! 

V^ROMltfelntlie&BtkaietopbdiKdd caliber and a ttane that would translate to 

■4 yin.in may he gaining publicity rmighlt!r2:S4K101ntlieiiiarBtlKm. 

JL with her switch from the splints tothe What ajOke." said TbnMuiphy. director of 

marathon, but sa^ not much credibility. the Cadsbad 5.000. "It makes me stek." he 

that rile would aketo continued, "She couldnt Win the SO-year-old 

represent Ameilcaln the marathon at the 1996 women’s dlvlalonitfour race." Hie is an 

Atlanta Obiimic Games, the gl^ial athletics Insulttotbethousandsofwomenadiocanrun 

ftBtendtotalsedqutoafew^dbRiiwa. Reason? foster." saldSlegUndstrnnirfThacfcAFlelcf 

I1o«tonmtheAoiexlcanAlrtinesSK(3.1mllea) ivto>a-^befrank.8heju8tcan*tkeepupwlth 

lnllfaaBtto20:30.fivemlnute8drworid-clasB thepace. 





>RmTE 
S¥E M 


/ELOOK ^ 
/HERE 
/E'RENOT 
UPPOSEDTO! 


GEOFF 
TRIES 
HIS HAND 


Boycott! 


E V^after Um 
M keTyMxi 
fiasco It seems 
that people still 
haven't learnt that it 
doesn’t pay to harass 
a lady. And the bdest, 
inakatglineitf 
over-amorous males. 




astfstantilaiy 
OmihamafN^ 
ZealandIV.*! never 
touc^ her.” boycott 
retorted durtOgdty 
talkshoir.l never 
admdheroufcto 
jdtaiiner, vRi never had 
thedaie.''he 
protested. In bet. 
Qraham. he added, 
had not oonqplalned 
about his‘flirtatious’ 
behavlottr nor had die 
tv company. But 
Bbypott who admtts 
he admired the 1^ of 
the lady In question, 
dbd say Td rather 
spoid a week with her 

thanaday*Sundy> 

subtlety has Its 
advantages? 


Mr Boycott ha a gottoHamteteay 

Mahandatohhncalf 
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RECENT stoiy in America iduo^ 
IMdhaet Jordan as ttie oountr^inoat 
penuIarqMrtsnian. Andes soon as the 
It the stands, the debtylacaiiiq flooding 
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I Tsa famous 

Joumallstlc tactic: 
when you arrive tn 
anew {dace to 
repeat m a tournament, 
the first proldngyou do is 
with the cabbie who 
drives you finom the 
airport to your hotel. 

what's the Interest 
like for the so-and-so.” Is 
the general conversation 
qpener. And if the driver 
is a sports fireak. then he 
will probabty give you a 
good run down, good 
enough for your first 
despatch back home. 

I remember the Roman 
taxi driver who drove me 
frirni Leonardo da Vind 
airport to my hotel 
besides the walls the 
Vatican during the 
Wortd Cup football two 
years ago. A soccer 
desperado, he even had 
his radio tuned to a local 
football commentary. 

Naturally I used the 
famous opening line. 
Since the questiem was 
iwked in En^sh. he 
struggled for a few 
sentences and then 
must have thought. 

'adrat the heck.' the 
language barrier was 
fixistratlng him. And 
suddenly he turned off 
from the Queen's 
language and rattled off 
tn Italian Just as fast as 
he was moving through 
theaftemocHi city traflic. 
That I didn't 
ccmiiBehend a single 
word he uttered, didn't 
matter. Hehadletoffhls 
steam and 1 had got the 
point; there was 
tremendous amount of 
interest in Itaha *90. 

in fact those fcmdllar 
adth this column down 
the years arill luobahty 
recall the number of 
times cabbies have made 
it to the last page of the 
magazine. 

Unfbrtunatety. the 
cabbies who pidted us 
«P*lii!h's airport 





when are arrived for 
India's first World Cup 
match against England 
won't make this colunm 
for his knowledge about 
cricket or the World Cup. 
He aras so Ignorant about 
the ^tme that he actually 
thought the four of us 
joun^sts were playing 
in the competition. And if 
you saw the le^ of 
fitness apparent around 
the aralsts of taro of nty 
colleagues, you arould 
have reallsi^ how 
mistaken our cabbie 
friend was. 

Noticing a strange 
accent for an Aussie cab 
driver. I enquired about 
his nationality. "You 
guess" he replied. 1 was 
bang on: German. In 
fact. Australia is full of 
Sri Lankans. Indians. 
Chinese, Europeans. 
Afr1cans,...thty lar 
outnumberthe 


Australians. Why, did 
you know that Aussie 
cricketer Len Pascoe was 
Yugodavlan? Or that 
Dave Whatmore is a Sri 
Lankan from Colombo 
and that David Boon Is 
part Chinese? 

Even the 

Aussles—according to 
the aborigines—are not 
Australian. The Irish cab 
driver who drove me from 
the Melbourne Airport 
claimed he was often 
called a Pom. Telling him 
thatl too had traces of 
Irish decoit,! 
tympathised with him. 

Not to be outdone 1^ 
my claim that I was 
Indian in spite of my 
name and colour, he 
gave me a rundown on 
how he was responsible 
for bringing one of 
Australia's great footy 
stars from Ireland. And 
in case I wasn’t 


A. 


r 






Impressed by his 
contribution to 
Australian sport, he gave 
meagulded tour of 
sporting sights of the 
dty. Since all these were 
en route to itty 
destlnatlcm, I was not 
worried about the metre 
dcklngaway. • 

Aussie cabbies are 
such great talkers that 
very often they don't even 
glance to see who’s in the 
back seat of their cab 
before they blast off. like 
what happened to the 
Chinese glri who helped 
fax our reports from our 
hotel in Perth. Getting 
intoacab.she 
mentioned the 
destination to the driver 
in Her wholesome 
Australian accent. 

Barely a couple of 
hundred metres up the 
road, a learner driver 
popped in firontof the cab 
and slowed the traffic , 
down to something just a 
little bit faster than a 
Venkatpathy Raju 
delivery. The cabbie 
started hurtling Insult 
after Insult at the driver 
In firont of him. And 
finally it came out: 
"Bloci^ Chlnesel" he 
roared. 

It was at this stage that 
he swivelled to his 
passenger for moral 
support; he turned pink, 
then red, with the 
retdisation that at least 
half of his passenger's 
ancestors came from the 
Cdestial Kingdom. But 
they think quickly. 
Australian cabbies: TJm, 
he's probably Kmean," 
muttered the driver. 

Maybe cabbies in this 
country should follow 
adiat Conft&us say: 

"Man who drives taxi, 
shmild always look frire 
in the fru» b^cne flagfall. 
And then man sdio drive 
taxi should alwiEtys shut 
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There surely won't be 
many struggles as 
griming as the 
contest at Perth 
between Botham, the 
boywonderof 15 
years ago, and 
Tendulkar, today's 
teen prodigy 
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ANDY O’BRIEN watches the 
pre-toumament predictions go 
haywire as the favourites take 
tumbles, and the underdogs make 
it a free-for-all.The excitement 
has just begun! 


Bonter's nightmara 
continiies against Sou 
AMm 
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Considering what's 
happened in the first 
week of the fifth WoAd 
Cup, itmaynotheah 
exaggeratfon to say that 
. this tournament is 
sowing the seeds fora 
new order. 
Favourites being 
dumped, surptl^ 
performances ^m 
iowty-rated sides and the 
dominance of spin have 
been the major topics of 
discussion in the 
opening days of cricket's 
premier carnival. 


J UST live days after 
going into the 
tournament as 6-4 
favourites, 
thanks to their 
impressive one-day 
record, Australia were at 
the bottom of the 
nine-team table as the 
only side with two losses. 
Andwhate\«rbethe ' 
nature of events over the 
next few weeks, the 
humiliation of the losses 
to New Zealand and 
South Africa will help 
spoil what still may turn 
out to be a big 
celebration on March 25. 

Now. one thing's for 
sure. Allan Border's 
band of men ain't as 
indispensable as they : 
seemed to be a few weeks 
ago. Seeing them 
succumb to two of the 
lesser teams in the 
competition made one 
wonder what wrong 
India had done during 
^e World Series Cricket 
over the last few months. 
"Once again, we find 
ourselves with a good 
kick up the backside.’' 
was Allan Border's 
reading of the situation. 
And he couldn't have 
been more right. 

On^recenttythe 
Australian captain was 
talking hi terms of being , 
numbw one in the world 
and yet (here he was ona 


cool Sydneyntght 
saying. "TVe're off the boll 
and we’re very 
susceptible to anyone at 
the moment. Anytxxly 
can beat us ."The 
stunned Australian 
captain admitted he was 
at a loss to explain a form 
slump which pushed his 
side to the brink of early 
extinction from the 
World Cup. 

A 22-year-old 
nightmare was relived at 
the Sydney Cricket 
Ground when the 
unknown and untested 
South African team Idl 
Australia's Cup 
campaign in tatters. 
Reviving the memory of 
the dominance that 
South Africa displayed 
when they whipped Bill 
Lawry's team 4-0 in a 
Test series in 1970. 

^uUi Africa reopened 


the SCO after Australia's 
loss could not mask the 
fact that the night was 
special forthegameof 
cricket, with Swth 
Africa re-emet|flng from 
the darkness of 22 years 
of cricket isolation. And. 
in the process, showing 
the world that they had 
not spent that time 
buried in a cave but 
rather had worked 
towards being a high 
class cricket nation the 
stuffy world cricket 
scene sorely needs. 

The banner which 
proclaimed that South 
Africa were world 
champions 'undefeated 
from 1970 to 1992* was 
not being laughed at any 
longer. 

It was the day when 
Austriillan Prime 
Minister. Paul Keating, 
was to make his 


The banner which proclaimed 
that Suuth Africa were world 
champions ‘undefeated from 
1970 to 1992’ was not being 
laughed at any longer 


hosUliUes between the 
two countries with an 
almost unextended 
nine-.wicket win to throw 
the form book in the 
Tasmanian Bay and 
open up the league table. 

Tour weeks ago 
everything was going 
fine, now we've gone 
haywire. It will take a 
major turnaround for us 
to make the semi-finals," 
admitted Border after his 
team had been 
dismissed for 170 runs 
which, led their 
captain Kepler Wessels. 
the South Africans 
notched up losing otfiy 
one wicket. 

But even the despair 
among the spectators at 


economic siatement 
which supposedly will 
bring about the recovery 
of the recession-infested 
economy. Channel Nine 
had requested that the 
statement be made after 
the match, which of 
coursewas turned down 
ly the government. But 
there wasn't any real 
need for any 
postponement. By the 
time Keating had walked 
to the podium to make 
hts speech, the game at 
the SCG had all but 
slipped away fiiom his 
country's learn. Wrote 
Peter Roebuck the 
following morning In the 

Sydney Momir^Herald: 
"As the night fell, the 
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grdtpKf still puIsathA 4 
wijttepergy, thoughl^a 
crowd had grown 
quieter, sensing perhaps 
that the welcome guests 
' were thinking of 
pinching the silver. It did 
not, in truth, seem much 
of a day for Australia to 
make an economic 
statement." They had 
been done in. 

Allan Donald looks as 
fast as any bowler 
around and his back-up 
troops are willing and 
can swing the ball. The 
batting has its mixture of 
patience and master 
blasters. And it is only a 
brave batsman who 
challenges the arm of 
South Africa's strong 
outfielders or nimble 
athletic inflelders. 

HadtheSoulh 
Africans put on .such a 
show against any other 
team in the competition, 
it would still have Ijcen 
praiseworthy. That they 
did it against the hosts 
and the favourites was 
shocking. There was a 
hush of disbelief all 
around the SCG as 
everyone present tried to 
soak in the fact that 
South Africa had 
won—arul more 
absurdly—^that 
Australia had lost their 
second successive game 
in the tournament. 

One recalled Border's 
words before his team 
played New Zealand in 
the opening game of the 
tournament: "Our 
biggest fears are thesi: 
first two games before we 
get into some sort of 
stride,” he had said. The. 
fear of New Zealand 
upsetung his team 
haunted Border, but 
when it became reality. 
Australia reacted with 
disbelief. Manager Bob 
Simpson vowed that the 
Kiwi defeat was their 
last. "We are not going to 
lose two. We are going to "• 










win them all." Slmpswi 
had boasted. Mind ybu. If 
every opinion emerj^ng 
from Simpson and ttie 
Australians is to be 
believed, then the 
present Australian team 
is the best in its history. 
No doubt it is all partofa 
plan—now failed—to 
Intimidate opponents. 
Returning to planet 
Earth, however, all 
expert opinion of 
Australia's loss to New 
Zealand being a one-off 
thing were dumped 
when these opinions 
iajled to survive the 
historic and signiilcant 
contest at the ^G. 

I F Australia, as the 
hot-shot favounies. 
had the going tough. 

I lien second favourites 
Pakistan were not only 
down but at the same 
time had problems other 
than their poor 
Ijcrformance Three 
players—one being the 
ieaiedWaqar 
Younts--returned home 

India's reluctance to use 
spinners In their one-dsy 
games will do them no 


even before the 
tournament began, but it 
didn't end there. Skipper 
Imran Khan was a 
no-show when his team 
were thoroughly 
humiliated in a 
ten-wicket loss at the 
handsof a now 
underrated West Indies 
team. 

Yes. who would have 
thought that the team 
with so much past glory 
would actually go into a 
tournament as 
undcrdogs?Further. 
who would have bet his 
last dollar that a team in 
transition would, having 
been all but written off. 
impress most of all? And 
who would have 
imagined that fancied 
Pakistan would even {0ve 
their game against 
Zimbabwe a second 
thought? 

Captain Imran Khan, 
concerned about his 
team's congested World 
Cup itinerary, even 
played himself against 
Zimbabwe so that his 
team wouldn't join 
Australia at the bottom 
of the nine team league 
table. Imran, troulded by 


shoulder and groin 
ailments, was uncertain 
whether to risk more 
aggravation playing 
against the weaker 
teams or whether to 
prepare himself properly 
for the more demanding 
part of his team's 
schedule. 

In fact, all the 


IndecliMlon about Imran's 
playing or not was a 
perfect example of the 
apparent nervousness of 
the stronger teams 

SrlUmka’sAriuna 
Ranatunga halpa himself 
to some runs In the 
run-riot that was the 
ZImbabwe-Sri Lanka 
match 




towards lesser 
recognised opposition in 
this tournament. 

Both Zimbabwe and 
Sri Lanka came to be 
reckoned for their 
pugnacious batting after 
their 600-run thriller in 
which batting records 
crumbled like sand 
castles on a windy 
beach ‘The statistics 
behind some of the .. 

extraordinary innings 
played during the 
massive run feat (which 
Sri Lanka eventually 
won by three wickets 
with foUr balls to spare) 
reached the ears of 
the other teams. 
Batsman like Andy 
Waller, ahocan seme 83 
not out from 45 balls. <»* 











Aijima Ranatunga. who 
hit 68oir62 balls, or 
wicketkeqier Arufy 
Flown's 1 ISnotout, 
require special attentl(») 
from any opposition 
Similarly. &e passion of 
the lesser teams to prove 
that they are deserving of 
higher status is inspiring 
courage and 
perseverance against 
major opponents 

Zimbabwe applied for 
full status to the 
International Cricket 
Conference two years 
ago, feeling that it was 
crucial that they were 
granted it before South 
Africa returned There is 
cause for concern that 
good Zimbabwean 
pla 3 rers could be 
poached by South Africa, 
furl her redur ing the 
incentive for teams from 
other countries to tour 
Smbabweifthe 
Republic beckoned 
Zimbabwe are still 
waiting for a positive 
answer and in the 
meantime are using this 
World Cup as a chance to 
show what they are 
worth 

In the midst of all the 
upsets drama and 
passion that the 
tournament has 
provided, not only is 
there an apparent 
change in the balance of 
power in one-day cricket 
but more importantly, 
the tournament has 
shown—so far at 
least—that the role of the 
splnnerls critical in the 
short game In fact, it 
seems the tournament 
has almost re«ji rected 
the spinner in this form 
ofthef^me 

At one point of time, in 
the growth of the one-day 
game, it was argued that 
Die optimal one-day side 
should have eleven 
competent batsmen, five 
orsixofvdiom could be 
relied upon to bowl with 




Bowling attacks 
in one-day 
matches, it was 
thought and 
practised would 
be only of 
tight, accurate 
medium pacers 
who were also 
very capable 
with the bat. But 
how far has this 
prediction come 
true? 


mean economy, with no 
place forerraUc fast 
bowlers and spinners 
Boating attacks it was 
thought—and 
practised—^uld be 
only of Ufd»t. accurate 
medium pacers who 
were also very capable 
with the bat But how far 
have these predictions 
come true? 

Seven years ago, India 
were prepared to select 
and use two apinners 


during the one-day 
World Championship of 
Cricket in 

Australia—Ravi Shastn 
andLaxman 
Sivaramakrlshnan It 
was thought 
revoluUonaiy, but now 
India have not wanted to 
risk doing the same A 
spinner like Narendra 
Hirwanl doesn t find a 
place in the team and 
has become that rarity 
among the world s top 
players—a man who has 
played more Test 
matches than one-day 
internationals 
Yet in this World Cup 
we have seen a shift m 
approaches to team 
selection Selection 
policy has obviously 
recognised the dilTerence 
between the two forms of 
cricket and the style of 
selection seems to have 
changed in this World 
Cup. thought it hasn’t 
been radically diflerent 
TheWest indies, so 
long reliant on a 
quartet—or more —of 
tearaway fast bovders, 
have ob^ously dime 

some rethinking. 

Against Pakistan In their 


Enaimd’aPhnTufitaH 
ba a kay factor to 
thair WorM Cup prograaa 

opening Wm-ld Cup : 
matdi, they used only ‘ 

two quick bowlers, 
supported by two 
spinners and one 
medium-paced 
all-rounder. Yes, Isn’t llle 
full of surprises? 

The marked dtflerence 
In the West Indian 
outlook was clear In their 
massive 10 wicket win. 
vtdien spin operated from 
both ends for 35 minutes 
Involving 13 overs 
Usually. West Indian 
attacks have struggled at 
both the Test and 
limited-over level to 
complete their required 
overs in the allocated 
Ume Now the West 
Indies end their 50 ov(*rs 
way before time (against 
Pakistan It was almost 
halfan hour early) Carl 
Hooper and Roger 
Harper not only bowled 
at a quk ker rate, but also 
with great sue cess 
Against Pakistan they 
bowled their quota of 20 
overs for 19 runs fewer 
and a wicket better than 
Malcolm Marshall and 
Curtly Ambrose 

I believe you will be 
seeing a lot of Hooper 
and Harper in tandem . 
says captain Richie 
Richardson 

Richardson s eagerness 
to use spin is obviously a. 
new tactic for a West 
Indian captain, and he 
has realised that a pac e 
barrage designed to 
scare a batsman into a 
mistake Is not the 
ultimate prescnptlon fur 
success in modem 
one-day cricket We 
could pick a seam 
bowler. says 
Richardson, and he 
could go lor 30 to 40 runs 
inhistenoveis Harpei 
and Hooper may go ior 
the same but provide 











extra value because of 
Uieir extraordinary 
butting and nelding". 

Yet, the turn towards 
spin is not totally the 
West Indies domain. 
Paktstun captain Imran 
Khan belicwes it Is 
imperative to include at 
least one leg spinner on 
Australian wickets, 
ai^uing that it is one of 
most clTcctlve ways to 
strangle an opposition 
nin-ratc, as the batsman 
is unable to use the pace 
of the ball to repeatedly 
dab and glide for singles. 
In Pakistan's squad are 
two leg spinners, Mustaq 
Ahmed and Iqbal 
Sikandar. with the latter 
oflering fight control 
against the West Indies. 

Australia too tend to 
weave their bowling 
attack around twofost 
bowlers, two all-round 
medium pacero and the 
one spinner In Peter 
Taylor. In fact, the only 
time the Aussics really 
looked that they had a 
chance in their game 
against South Africa was 
when Peter Taylor was 
operating. Seeing that 
Taylor was proving more 
effective than his fast 
bowlers. Border even 
came on to bowl himself 
Between Taylor and 
Border, they bowled 14 
over for 45 runs with 
Taylor having the lone 
wicket in the Innings. In 
contrast Whitney and 
Reid conceded 57 in their 
13.5 overs. 

Zi mbabwe have alsd 
discovered that their 
ageless olT-spinncr John 
Ttalcos is still a potent 
weapon, when he was 
the most effective bowler 
against Sri I^nka. 
Tralcos. who admits to 

Ona-day teams used to 
be tfw preserve of 
medium pacers like 
Baneijee arul Botham 
(inset), but is that correct 
V strategy? 


being 44 and played in 
Sou& Africa’s last Test 
against Lawiy’s 
Australians in 1970. 
wrapped his bony fingers 
around the ball and 
bowded 10 overs taking a 
wicket and conceding 
only 33 runs. This, while 
the Sri Lankan batsmen 
plundered the other 
Ztmbabwwan bowlers at 
more than six an over! 

New Zealand, for their 
part, even showed that 
using a spinner, Dlpak 
Patel, as an opening 
bowler can be an 
extremely frustrating 
option for opening 
batsmen. If anyone had 
doubts about the role of 
spin in the abbreviated 


game, then Martin 
Crowe’s experiment was 
the ultimate proof. 

The Australians were 
ambushed by superior 
tactics. CeofTMarsh in 
particular was 
disconcerted the 
tactic of a spinner 
bowling the second over 
of the match. Tlie 
Australian opener made 
only 19 runs in an 


opmilng stand of 62 and 
Patel bowled his seven 
oversforonly IBruns. 
After the defeat. Border 
claimed it was the Kiwi 
spirit that outdid hlS 
team. "As soon as 
Australia hits New 
Zealand soil,” he said, 
"the Kiwis lift 50per cent. 
I’ve seen it with nigby 
and I've seen it with 
cricket." 

But even Border had to 
admit this time that they 
were outplayed by 
superior tactics. 

They've done the dirty 
on us again," he said 
after Australia’s mantle 
as the one-day kings of 
cricket was badly 
mangled. 













■^5 



'Crlt|cl$ni of Crowe's 
move came even before 
Patel bowled a ball. 
Whenltwas obvious that 
the off-spinner would. 
bovd the second over in 
the Australian innings, 
bvo former New Zealand 
captains, Glenn TUmer 
and Jeremy Con^, who 
were commentating for 
New Zealand television, 
vigorously attacked the 
sense of the tactic. 

In the days before the 
match, however, the New 
'Zealand selectors, the 
coach (former 
wicketkeeper Warren 
Lees) and Crowe had 
decided that unless 
some unusual tactics 
could be devised. New 
Zealand had no chance 
against Australia. "We 
decided there was no use 
playing a normal game 
because we would be 
knocked out of the park. 
We had to do somethihg 
different and be novel 
and innovative. We also 
had hard hitting Ian 
Smith pa<2ded up In case 
Peter Tayior came in to 
bowl. But he wasn't 
needed," said Crowe of 
his experiments. 

Crowe, who had earlier 
compared the Australian 
team to the . 
all-conquering All Black 
rulgby teams from his 
owncountiy, admitted 
■ after the game that "the 
JBl^Sisle^^vtChn 
. eitormous pressure to 
p^onn in the Cup, just. 
like New Zealand did in 
, the Rugt^ WcH'ld Cup 
last year. So we thot^ht 
we would vtry smd put the 
kcld<kitl>eni.'* 

.w. decided," he said, 
’*4hat the Australians 
. had to beaihbushed at 
the pasa for us to have a 
chknw of defeating 
, than,. We couldn't allow.. 


Commentators 
and experts still 
see India as 
potential 
‘^emi-finalists. 
But it just may 
be that there are 
some within the 
team who are 
not as confident 


them to come through" 
The use of a spinner to 
open the bowling was 
onty part of the ambush. 
The other was to have the 
bits-and-pieces 
bowlers—Larsen, 
Latham and Harris~ln 
short spells. Having 
gambled In leaving out 
their fastest bowler 
Danny Moiilson. the 
Kiwis did not allowthe ' 
Aussies ariy time to size 
up a bowler before he' 
was taken off and 
another part-timer 
brought in. 

Althou^ the ambush 
tactics were devised 
several days before the 
Eden Pailc match. Patel 
himself found out he was 
o|wningthe bowling (for 
the Oiird time in his 
Imigcatml temnurds the 


end oftheNewZealsind 
Innings. He then took a 
new ball and spent the 
lunch hour practising in 
the nets with it. 

'if we told people In 
advance, the secret 
would have got out, " said 
Don Neely, dhaimian of 
the New Zealand • 
selection committee. 
'-"Trie surprise element 
was an important part of 
the tactic." 

The reason why so 
much is being made of 
the Kiwi tactic in that 
game is that the Eaen 
Park ambush might have 
implications for me rest 
of the competiUon. The 
importance of tactics, 
the effective use of 
part-time bowlers and' 
spinners are lessons 
which might be used 
R^larly through this 
toumanjent. O^y South 
Africa seem bent on 
-venting two decades of 
frustration with a 
five-pronged pace attack. 

And yet, India with all 
their past glory In the art 
of the slower stuff, shies 
away from it. India has 
the kind of medium 
pacers who can be 
rotated with great effect. 
Prabhakar, Bane^ee 
and Srlnath he^iing 
Kapil Dev and supported 
lyone—tfiwt 


two—spinners, would 
make an ideal attack 
which other teams an 
desperately trying to 
achieve. India, having 
the ingredients, prefers 
to look the proverbial gift 
horse in the mouth. 

With upsets galore, 
commentators and 
experts stilt see India as 
potential semi-finalists, 
but itjust may be that 
there are some within 
the Indian team who are 
not as confident. Maybe 
India should take a few 
examples from the Kiwis 
and take a few risks and 
try a few experiments. 

One-day cricket is 
seen by most spectators 
as a game designed for 
the big hitters and fast 
bowlers. One ofthe 
features of the first 
round of the World Cup. 
though, has been the 
excellent bowling frgures 
recorded by the 
spinners. And 
something Phil TUfnell, 
England's lefl-arm 
spinner, said recently 
might explain why this 
slow revolution is 
succeedmg. TUfnell feels 
that one-day cricket, 
before this World Cup is 
over, will finally accept 
this thith in principle: 
The harder th<y hit you. 
the slower you should 
boad'.fo 
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expected the Perth wicket to 
have a bit ofof bounce, but not 
the pace and movement it 
produced ail day. One 
imagines that India was quite 
relieved that it was not asked 
to bat first, even though it 
would mean batting later 
underlighla. 

Yet the main culprit was not 
the wicket (wellget to him 
later), nor was India 
outclassed by a far superior 
side. India lost to a team in 
which the batsmen and 
delders kept their wits and the 
bowlers their line and length. 





INDIAN GAME'I 


IS DEFECTIVI 
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Robin Smith might hava tumWed 
but ha atill waa tha malnatay of ttw 
Engliah batting wHh 91 

This la the sort of atulf that ia 
taught at achooh but it has 
been evident ova- the past few 
weeks that India haa a 
deathwish: something that 
haa been confirmed by 
sports-writers, and the bevy of 
Channel 9 commentators 
which now includes Geoffrey 
Boycott who. one has to 
admit, is as painful to the ear 
as he was tobowleraand 
spectators. 

But at least he and his 
comrades do reasonable 
Justice to some difficult 
names, unlike the 
stem-looking Hindi non 
newsreader who got Botham's 
Christian name all wronger 
the young lady on theEn0ish 
news Who mangled up Martin 
Crowe’s 


BY M.A K. PATAUOl 



But, back to the cricket and 
time to stop pulling the 
pimches. What I—and maybe 
yoih-aawat Perth was an 
Indbui side wiOi two class 
seamers who used favourable 
cemditiona well and a few 
others who. inspite of 
knowingwhat to do, were 
unable to change their line 
and length to suit a particular 
wicket 

Yet it was not the bowlmg 
but the batting that lost India 
the match, and the many Ravi 
Shastn fans must accept that 
their hero with 50 in 37 overs 

will have to take the blame. 

« 

Shaatri, whose efforts so far 
are very much appreciated, 
would like to be the Gavaskar 
of this side (but he can't: 
Gavaskar was a great 
rwmer between wickets and 
kept the score moving with 
singes and on large fields 
with well placed twos) and 
play the anchor role. This may 
be a Justifiable policy in a 
situation where the batting ia 
essentially weak: not in this 
case where the batting is 
potentially strong. 

IfShastri 1& playing 
accordingtoa team plan, then 
the plan is obviously defective 
for the object of the ba tsman 
must be to aim fm"5.5 runs in 
the ffrat 15overs, evenifthree 
wickets are lost. This ensures 

that the middle order is not 
put under such severe 
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Stiastrl did wall against En^and, 
but was If in thateam*a baat 
Intsrests? 

management underpersonal 
pressure, is hardly , 

Azharuddin's forte, and how 
thatBaigis no longer being 
nettled by Ch. Ranbir Singh 
he had better start asserting 
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pressutethdi natur€d stroke 
phivenf have to resort to 
slofjfiing Cihis IS not the 
nonnal way of playing a 
50 o\cr game but then. India 
IS not a nomuil side) 

It has also been said, but 
maybe woi III repeating, that it 
makes no ditlerenee who 
opens the innings tor India 
(Botham has done it fot 
England) and some oi us 
would like to see Kambh 
elevated, as he eventually was 
inShaqah It will also be 
interesting to enquire it it is 
possible to recover hilly from 
the type of operation that 
Shastn had.in only two weeks 
And, if he is not fit (na s he not 
limping after he got out) then 
AbbasAliBaigmust lake 
some very firm action. 

Nor can It any longer be 
d&iki that man 
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his authority, instead of 
making excuses and holding 
out vague promises a t press 
conferences. 

Azharuddtn has actually 
praised Shastri's 
performance in the match 
against England andJustified 


the role allotted to him as an 
opener (this is the only excuse 
Shastri can possibly offer) 
while some of us wonder how 


Boycott SMn hsre with 
A^aruddin is as painfui to tha ear 
as ha was to bowiers and 
apactators 


much harm was done. ^ 
Somebody's got their wires 
crossed, and it's not me. at 
least not on thiO orxaslon. 

This tkneBedi, Gavaskar, the 
office fax operator, and the 
bathroom attendant at the 
Oberoi agree with this point of 



view. 

Andjust to balance the 
criticism. Baigmayas well 
have a careful look at 
Srikkanth's efforts andJot 
down the number of times he 
has got out cheaply or failed to 
consolida te a good start. The 
argument that this is the only 
way Srikkanth plays may be 
valid, but the point here is 
whether India can afford this 
cavalier attitude, especially 
when neither he nor Shastri 
are any longer sharp in the 
Held. 

In effect. Baig must now 
become the non-playing 
captain and my instinct says 
drop both the orlglnaJ 
openers, start with Kambli 
and Manjrckar, and only 
think offurther changes if the 
Indian captain (who was 
dismissed by the kind of 
delivery most batsmen would 
not have got anywhere near) 
continues to fail. 

I accept that experience Is 
important, but unless there is 
also athleticism, enthusiasm 
and a lot ofself respect. India 
is not going anywhere in this 
World Cup. • 







THE ART OF HARDSELL 


Snipn 

It X 


I F this sounds like an ad for the Australian 
board, then we can assure you that It Isn’t. 

It is merely an update on how the ot;ganisers 
are trying to rope In some extra cash during the 
World Cup. 

Their marketing approach can be summed up 
in one word ‘innovation.’ There is a special 
collection of coins with the World Cup engraved 
on It, in sterling silver and also gold. The Benson 
and Hedges World Cup trophy is a sparkling 
globe of waterfront cryistal costing a mammoth 
15.000 dollars and mounted upon a base 
embellished with*nine medals displaying the 
coat of arms of the nine competing countries. 
Apart from a host of other knick knacks, the 
World Cup collection of Coins consists of the 
same nine medals as those mounted on the base 
of the World Cup trophy. Each proof quallQr 
medal, minted in sterling silver or 18 carat gold, 
bears the *92 World Cup symbol on the reverse. 

Only 5.000 sterling sHver and 19 gold World 
Cup collection sets will be issued for souvenir 
hunters in Australia and the rest of the world. 
Included will be a handsome presentation case 
and a certiflcate of authenticity confirming the 

world wide issue limitation^ and the individual 
number of the set. Just in case these high 
faultin' details may prompt you in order or go in 
for one, I strongly urge you to desist. The silver 
set costs 365 dollars and the gold... 4.510. Plus 
eight dollars for postage and packaging. 

Feeling disappointed? Here try this baigain. 
It’s for the serious cricket book collector. An 
olllclal World Cup book is aboutto be launched, 
containing colour photo coverage of the 
tournament, full match reports with stats, the 
winning captain’s analysis of the team witich 
will rule the world, the men, the moves, the 
emotion, the drama of South Africa’s late entry 
and the challenge. Edited by Ian McDonald^B 
media manager with reports from leading 
cricket journos, the book will be in hard cover 
and priced at 39.95Aussie dollars. There will be 
a further 20 dollar charge for international. 
packaging and postlhg. For further details 
coi^iact the Australian Cricket Board at 90 


Jollmont Street. Jolimont. Vic 3002. Victoria. 
Hey wait! Address the envelope to ‘World Cup 
1992 Official Book’. Do it fast, cos’ there are 
limited editions. 




Hia B a natfn 



















THE COLOUR OF MONEY 

A ustralian cricket’s official sponsor, 
the Benson & Hed^^es company, has 
made in this World Cup season, its 
greatest commitment to the game In Ihe 19 
years it has been sponsoring cricket In 
Australia. As the official sponsor in Australia 
and New Ze^and. the company is not only 
backing the biggest event in international 
cricket but also the entire cricketing summer. 
This means that by the end of the World Cup, 
the company would have provided 566,000 
dollars in prize money and awards alone, which 
is its biggest contribution since being appointed 
official sponsor to the ACU in 1973. 

Last season. IheAu.slralian team won a 
record 203.000 dollars from the company In 
awards and prize money, and Benson & Hedges 
hope that the fifth World Cup will spotlight their 
contribution made to cricket in Australia. Their 
sponsorship over the years has provided 
funding to the ACB which has undoubtedly 
spurred the growth of the game in this country 
as well as greatly assisted pajrments to players 
.and enabled them to earn a solid living from 
cricket. It provides strong support to all state 
associations, who receive their share of 
sponsorship for the development of the game 
right down to the grass rdotstlevels of the district 
clubs and coaching facilities. The sponsors 
have supported the Sheffield ^lield 
cbmpetitions from the beginning. They have 
paid prize money to each team according to their 
stanffings at the end of the sea.son. 

For the World Cup. the prize money ip 



Australian dollars is broken up as follows: 
Preliminary matches: winner3,000; loser 
1.500; player of the match; 500. 

Semi-fi^s losers: 12,500; player of the match; 

1 . 000 . 

Finals winner: 50,000. loser25,000, player of 
the match; 3,000; World Cup Champion; 
Nissan car. 


Circa 198ri: For India the year that was^Tor 
Benson & Hedges their efforts at large scale 
sponsorship were crowiTbd with success 
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) he now ton h,ii'., thol were launcticd m 
Airetialio. r.,ccntiv rh(' bat is beiny mspectorl by 
a •oral cnckcter uid .s conventional except fui 
ihc tiandie wfiich e; cuivect 













I AN BOTHAM has personal pride and 
prestige and a tidy u^ger riding on 
England's success In this World Cup 
England have moved to second favourites since 
the loss ofWaqar Younls to Pakistan and their 
poor pre-tournament form 
England are now four to one behind Australia 
(11/8), but the fearless all rounder pouni ed on 
an English bookmaker who happened (o offer 
8/1 early in the betting * 

Ifelt8/1 was vfiy good odds and so I had a 
falrgoatit. aaM^tham When asked if 
England had a chance ofraislng the Cup he 
replied. Of course we are 1 would say theie are 
a lot of sides more womed about us than we are 
about them Botham is further adamant that 
this English side will put in a better cflort than 
the recent English outfits who were outclassed 
in the Ashes senes by the Aussles The players 
< onfldence is much better They have had a 
break and done well he finished 

Despite being well past his pnnie Botham 
feels that he is an automatic c holce as opener in 
the English team He cites his competitiveness 
and the great eflect he has on the team s morale 
as his reasons Certainly beded up on ego we 
would say 


THE GREAT GAMBLER 



England can wail maka it to the final, and Botham 
by virtue of his performances could well win his 
wager 


W 'T 

^v»\s is your chance tn l t, 
world Cup 

^ in your bands. 


Now ivulaU* M your nauiwl 
bookihop Tnclu oiqulrluf 
'JBS PuUlihurt Diiiributon Ud 
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India s most popular expert on 
cncket analysed, reviews, examines and 
relives the excitement of the World 
Cup from 75 to 87 

Well documented for quick 
reference, so you will never be stumped 
for action 


THE THUMS UP BOOK Of 

WORLD CUP CRICKET 


BY NAROTIKM PURI 
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B A( K homo In 
Indw wo 
{journalists) are 
rated alongside 
Mahatma Gandhi and 
Jawaharlal Nehru not 
bo< auso wo do gicat 
St rvUe lo the nation but 
soltlj botausewoare 
t onsidorod gooti 
fuodom fighttrs lhat 
moans we tight ioi 
anv thlnit that Is (roe It is 
not that we htivo been 
given this d< i ogatoiy 
idlrel ot Irooloadci s 
rathei we die honest 
enough to ie< ognisc oui 
own wcakntssos and 
< III isit nt d oui selv (s 
thus 

As a I a t ht r young but 
somewhat expei tenced 
and travelled lournalist 
with quite a numbei of 
Test in.iU hos one day 
internationals^ ail 
Olympit Games and the 
Woi Id ( ups in footirall 
hockey and 11 it ket an 
Asian Games 
Wimbledon and the 
Australian Open and a 
host of lesser 
international events 
under my bolt lhave 


Shock or surprise? Indian 
cricketers could not 
possibly have dreamt of 
such voluminous fan 
mall after a disastrous 
Test series 

come to leal n that 
together with us—fiom 
the lesser pi n lleged 
parts of the globe -theie 
are also oillei fieedom 
tightei s living in the 
nioiealtluont coimisoi 
the world 

1 ret all an 

embarrassing int ident 
at the 1988 Seoul 
Olympus during a 
dinnoi hosted by the 
International 
Assoclabon ol Sports 
Journalists The entire 
media t overing the 
Games wei c present 
along with high ranking 
ofntidlsoi the 
International Olympic 
Committee iniluding 
Juan Antonio 
Samaranch In the 
middle of the sumptuous 
dinner and generous 
doses of wine, there was 
an announcement that 


ANDY O’BRIEN describes the 
agony and hardships of covering 
the World Cup cricket in an 
affluent country, revealing the 
severe organisational 
shortcomings in the game’s 
second homeland... 
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For far too Ions, 
we,fr<Mnthefub- 
continent, have 
sucked up to the 
foreigners and 
that is one reason 
why we are taken 
advantage of. The 
hangover of the 
British Ri^ has not 
yet been 
eradicated from 
the Indian 
psyche. We tend 
to take it for 
granted that we 
are inferior. But 
ask any sensible 
and level-headed 
journalist who 
had travelled in 
India about the 
kind of treatment 
he received 
there. And then 
compare that to 
what vre receive 
abroad where 
economic and 
technological 
advancement is 
far ahead of ours 





















c ertain companies were 
presenting fi ee gffts nedr 
the exit door 
Good wine and cuisine 
be damned, we thought 
why not leave now so 
that we could be first m 
line for the gifts Having 
swallowed our drinks 
food and pride we 
headed for the door But 
surprise surprise'By 
the time we reached the 
exit door there was 
already a large group of 
foreign Journalists 
already thcie 
rlamouiing for their 
goodies SronMr 
5»amaranth and his 
colleagues found 
themselves alone m the 
large ballroom A 
stampede followed and It 
was only aflei the 
organiseisinade 
irpeatf d appeals for 
dtient behaviour that 
things settled down 

borne oi us having 
set n the t ommotion 
< ontmued the woi ship of 
Bat t hus while quietly 
It allsing that m'*diamen 
all over the world are the 
same fur all their 
snobbery and 
pretentions 

Tlic point being made 
here is that while the 
sub i ontinent and all its 
di awb<itks are t ritlclsed 
harshly similar 
trltlclsms are not voiced 
when it pel tains to the so 
called first world 

When Sunil Gavaskar 
criticises the umplnng in 
Australia, he maintains 
that he Is not pointing a 
finger and sa^g that so 
and so is biased 
Gavaskar says he Is 
merely pointing 
out—and this I have Irom 
the horse’s mouth—that 
similar decisions would 
have been categorised as 
cheating, had thqr 
occurred in the 


sub continent But here 
they are i ailed mistakes 

Gavaskar Is adamant 
and he is quite opt n 
about It too that the 
foreign Press has double 
standards when it comes 
to the sub continent 
many of us journalists 
feel that way too but lack 
the gumption of a 
Gavaskar to < ome out in 
the open with our 
feelings 

At the risk of bt ing a 
tot.ll outcast 111 the Press 
boxes of Australia and 
New Zealand throughout 
this World f up I put one 
question to mv 
international colleagues 


How would they ha\ c 
n*acted had the\ been 
handed out the same 
treatment in the 
sub continent that we 
have been meted out 
here*? What would they 
have done had they 
come to India and been 
fon ed to fax their reports 
from milk bars and 
newsagents and when 
budget permitted from 
hotel rec eptions?That is 
prec iselv what 1 and 
every otht r Indian 
journalist has done since 
most of us landed in 
Australia in November 
And that Is what we have 
reconciled ourselves to 


when reporting on the 
biggest cricket 
tournament in the world 
Umplnng and other 
prejudices be damned 
here we talk of basic 
occupational problems 1 
confess that In our poor 
c mint ly we very often 
(annot meet many of the 
demands ol the 
travelling media and 
teams but these are our 
in built limitations and 
handu .ips and we 
ac f ept them 

unfortunately too easily 
Mur h has already 
bet n will ten and said 
.ibout the so 1 alU d 
boycott by a section of 







the^rcBsofthe 
black^e'dinner, held in 
Sydney on the evening of 
the World CupOpenIng 
ceremony. The original 
cost of the dinner, per 
person was $ 175 which 
Is a huge sum by any 
standards. 

OME were quite 
right in pointing 
out that the sum, 
equivalent to Rs 
3500, would have been 
enough to feed an entire 
family for a month in 
India. Sure it could. But 
the point is not that. For 
far l(iO long we, from the 
sub-continent, have 
sucked up to the 


foreigners—and that is 
one reason why we are 
taken advantage of. The 
hangover of the British 
Raj has not yet been 
eradicated from the 
Indian psyche. We tend 
to take it for granted that 
we are inferior. But ask 
any sensible and 
level-headed foreign 
Journalist who has 

This is Calcutta's 
response to a faraway 
World Cup; True to its 
reputation the city 
celebrates a cricket 
carnival that failed to 
evoke much enthusiasm 
in the game’s own 
backyard 


travelled in India about 
the kind of treatment he 
received there, in spite of 
the limitations and 
.inherent drawbacks. 

And then compare that 
to what we receive 
abroad where economic 
and technological 
advancement Is far 
ahead of ours. 

Just for starters: No 
fax or telex facilities at 
the venues, no 
invitations to the World 
Cup Opening Ceremony 
in Sydney, not even a cup 
of coffee during the Press 
briefings and the 
captains' Press 
conferences, if all this 
had happened in India it 
would surely have gone 
down as poor 
Q organisation. Imagine 
I the uproar that would 
S have taken place if the 
Q organisers in India and 
3 Pakl.stanhadhircda 
boat, put all the 
participating teams on it. 
for the oiffclal 
photograph, and allowed 
only half a dozen 
'selected' medlamen on 
board. 

Yes. things are 
different here, aren't 


How would they 
(thefcMeign 
media) have 
reacted had they 
been handed out 
thesame 
treatment in the 
sub-continent 
that we have 
been meted out 
liereCin 
AuftraVa}? 

What would they 

have done, had 

they been forded 

tofaxtheir 

redortthfommllk 

bamand 

newiaseiiu.««t 


I recalTbuying a mmole 
remn of newspapers 
from an agent on the 
morning of February 19 
for my reading on the 
train, on my way to the 
Press conference of the 
nine captains. I was 
suinprls^ to find that not 
a single newspaper: that 
I laid my hands on. made 
' a mention about what 
was to take place that 
same morning in and 
around the S^ney 
Harbour. Maybe, my 
news sense might be very 
warped, but back home 
the media would have 
gone to town over the 
assembly of the nine 
teams and the other 
functions that were held 
that day. Obviously, with 
my kind of news sense I 
have no hope for 
emplqjmient in an 
Australian newspaper. 

As the nine captains of 
the participating teams 
strolled around waiting 
to be photographed with 
the Sydney Opera House 
in the background, it was 
surprising to see merely 
a few cameramen and a 
few journalists at hand. 
For some one who comes 
from Calcutta, a city of 
teeming millions who 
have bundles of 
enthusiasm for sport all 
the happenings at the 
harbour seemed low key. 

Hawever.'lLwas 
refreshing to note that at 
least one Australian 
Journalist had the 
courage to ridicule what 
happened on the 
opening day of the. World 
Cup. He described the 
official launching of the 
tournament as ‘long and 
boring'. He was right. 

The Pakistan captain 
Imran Khan looked 
terribly bored midday. 
And it was a universal 
expression later in the 
evenir^ at the $ 175 
dinner too. • 
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Iturf view 


MAGIC MILLION XXX STAKES, CALCUTTA 


THE LONG WAT 


In the richest r a ce for 
juvenile colts and fillies , 
Goodfellas’ winning run 
looked like the opposi- 
tion was travelling 
backwards 


W HO sdl<l that Good 
I ellas don t wtrV 
Sunil C»avaskai on< c 
dt S{ nljed the Indian 
(iKket team as too t(oody goody 
and that s what cost them Ihi 
niati h on many an or (asinn Well 
had he he cn at the C ak iitta Rae e 
Com St on Sunday rtbniarv2*J 
ht would ha\t levisedhis 
opinion whe n a bayt olt naiiit d 
Ooodfi Has powei t d his way to a 
bnlliant vu toiy in the Magic 
Million XXX Stakes whit h is 
sponsoied by Shaw Wallat t & C o 
Name d ostt nsiblv after the 
geiillLint n who own him 
Goodfellas has taken Cak utta 
I at mg by stoi m I rainer Jtihn 
Sltvens has kt pt the t olt going and 
ht IS now unbeaten in three starts 
n.i< h ol this t olt s yit toi les seem to 
beniort iinpnssiyelhantht othtr 
and C lilt III ta has onie again found 
a horse who is going to make a lot of 
pt'oplc t hangc tlu ir opinion alMiiit 
C ak utta horst s 1m ing 
substandard 
IJy Evt allbur s Lak< out ol 
SukritI tioodkilash.wi nt\t r betn 
oyer the mile File general 
consensus on the part ol iht 

(he hdfw 

cheatii^. ha ^ o* fleld 

occurred In ( 



breeding experts was that he might 
Just about St ramble home oyer 
1600 metres as he was thought to 
be too brilliant to stay 
Moreover the Magic Million XXX 
Stakes Itself was said to wrear an 
extremely open outlook The 
pundits the touts the 
professionals and even the 
bookmakers felt the same way 
what with the odds for the favourite 
openly available at 2 to 1 and moi t 
It took a bay colt named 
Goodfellas all of 1 minute 42 
set onds to smash that premise 
into smithereens In fact the only 
thing open about the i at e in the 
end was the amount of daylight 
that Goodfellas put between 
himself and the rest of the Held as 
they passed the winning post It 
was a magnifu ent performance 






HOME 


Indeed and to use a cUche--it was 
Goodfellas first the rest nowhere. 

Thanks to an ext rente outside 
draw (13 out of 14 horses) 
Goodfellas with Warren Singh 
astride had to travel 3 or 4 horses 
wide all the way round. Prime 
Witness, the favourite on the other 
hand, was In the Ixtx seat- 
throughout and had e\'ery 
opportunity, but simply failed to 
deliver. 

Turning for home It was Prime 
Witness on the rails and 
Astounding coming up on the 
outside. It seemed anybody’s race 
at that stage especlaliy when you 
consider the fact that Goodfellas 
had been used up to such an extent 
by travelling on the wide outside. 
But when Warren pressed the 
button Goodfellas made the 






Mr. U. Haq, vle« president Shaw 
Wallace, presenting the glittering 
trophy to Mr R. Sikand at the RCIX: 

opposition look bad and he strode 
out magnificently to win by five 
long and easy lengths. Astounding 
plodded on to lake second place 
Just about beating back the pint 
sl/.ed Miss X O Lence. 

Jockey Warren Sln^ was all 
smiles after the race and In his 
opinion Goodfellas is most 
certainly All India class. "I would 
have won by twice the verdict." said 
Warren Singh. "If 1 had not taken a 
hold on Goc^fellas in the early 
stages of the race. He virtually 
pulled my arms out and when I 
finally gave him hts head In the 
straight it looked like the 
opp>osition was travelling in 
reverse gear while I was moving 
forward."# 
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I lNifc t^wam to stumps .’;! > 

iM09i,pi%9«ni'day. . 
i^fesstonaJ Jntematlojfiwiiw 
cilckelers with a queatlpftt'V^ 
thcii a^k them what th^wan|,^ih^' 
cafeeT'Wtse after they nvake^naft'.-?'^^ 
flnalwaikhacktothepav^iibr^^ K*';; 
Tlraugh for many.suc^i pl^ "r 
good few days away, the p^ftti^t® 
garne has become so 
that most cricketers iodfQr0dn^j£:: 
have much to their llyeaajiiiAjBpi:^: 
cricket. Sanjay 

told Spoitsworidthat-WO^j^^^y.;/^' 
even given It a though*!;i^«^|^;yi"^< 
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Goan/when.Ai/time. vmEMeMK maheryou 
anaUngasaepwMngmountahma^ 
(kjmah^jhwsyorjMwa^ 
lam-youcannlymtheBikkMXidngeofMo 
wheeler baagries. Ceaiedtosuitanyiwo wheder 
vehkkonbidlanroaib. 

BmybaaeylntheeimrsiveE^ 
narvelafpadagedpawer. whhspedalyiksigned 
femesthitermeopiiiimperkmanK^ 
andrebbifyuKlerartluousantUom. Bend or 
swet¥e.tevuport)tdU-dmbrK)^Mageara what's 
anrtBbreafybwottmahUhara. 
ThJsudtyalOBibaniirkletsaKie. 

So,goplac!eswllhEileMK 


Exi^e 

BUY EXIDE. BUY PEACE OF MIND. 




F.&AovBnmio»CHr»(aa 
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SNOW 

SIZZLES 


THE HIGHLIGHTS 


■ The American 
speedsketer Bonnie 
Blair won the 
women’s 1000 metres 
to achieve a 
remarfcahle golden 


sprint double. 

Only three days 
earlier, she became 
the first woman to 
retain the Olympic 
SOQ metres crown, 
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clocking one minute 
21.90 seconds to 
edge Ye Qiaobo of 
China by fust 0.02 
seconds. 

■ Germany’s Stefan 
KransseandJan 
Behrendt, the 1988 
silver medallists, 
won the gold medal in 
the men’s luge 
doubles by edging 
teammates Yves 
Mankel and Thomas 
Rudolph 

■ Sixteen year old 
Toni Nieminen of 
Finland soared into 
the Olympic record 
books with a 
gravity-defying final 
leap to snatch the 
Gold from Austria in 
the team ski jumping 
event. Nieminen 
became the youngest 
male gold medallist 
at the Winter Games 


Patrick OrtIM), the first 
athlete to win a gold 
medal In the Games In the 
Downhill; 
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■ The world 
champions Oonha 
WehihreGhtand 
Edgar Grospiron 
collected the first 
gold medal in 
freestyle skiing, a 
young sport which for 
the fimt time hecame 
a medal event In the 
Olympics. 

■ VegardUlvgangof 
Norway became the 
1992 Games’first 
double-gold winner, 
bytakinpthemedalln 
the men^s 10 
kilometre cross 
country skiing, while 
MarlutLukkarlnen 
continued a Finnish 
Olympic tradition by 
winning the women^s 
five kilometre race. 

■ Mark Kirchner 
Joined three other 
athletes as a double 
champion In the 
Winter Olympics as 
he led Germany to a 
22.8 second victory 


Ortlieb with Matter (In 
action) thaman 
who eama aacond in tho 
Oownhiii 


photoomphs tommy nmouv 
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The Lady Is The Best 


K 


Martina is a 
remarkable 
person, who 
has suffered 
repeated 
taunts for her. 
homosexuality 
and veined 
muscles, yet 
has offered in 
return only 
grace, courage 
andcpmposure 


KAV, you read It here first. 

The greatest ladles tennis pUyer, ever, is not Helen Wills or Suzanne or 
Margaret or Billie Jean or Gnti^or Steifi or Monica. To be fair, they a re 
close—what we call ‘a^uaoly' the best. Which means, of course, they aren’t. 

Which means, of course, the greatest is Martina Navratilova. And Her 
Eminence is truly a first-class, first-rate, tip-top. (op-notch champion. She 
has taken the cake, stolen the show, busied the charts, lead the dance, 
outdistanced, outplayed and outclassed everyone. And note, alt this is 
'unarguabiy* so. The bottom line, the end of argument, fiillstop. If you don't 
like it. play squash. 

A fortnight ago, she won the Virginia Slims of Chicago, and to be cool, it was 
onlyjust the 12th time she has won that tournament. Onlyjust. huh! Yup. 
and it was also, onlyjust her 158th career title, which finally, pushed Chris 
with 157. forever off the leader's spot. No-one, male or female, human or 
alien, has wOn more tournaments than this 35-year-old with scarred, 
scraped knees arid grandma specs. And if she required, not (hat she really 
did. a final reason for her ‘unarguable’ greatness, then this was it. 

Martina's first title was In 1973. when she beat Renata Tomanova 6-2.6-1 
In Pllsenpzechoslovakla. and It was a time when George Foreman was on his 
way up to becoming heavyweight boxing champion, and Richard Nixon was 
on his way down to becoming ex-President. Nine boxing champions and four 
U.S. Presidents later, she’s still there. Still winning. A standing ovation 
would do nicely. 

She holds the record for the longest singles winning streak—74 matches; 
she holds it in doubles too—109 matches; she's second In the grand slam 
singles titles won list, with 18 to Margaret Court’s 24; and she has the best 
annual win-loss average ever, winning 86 matches in 1983 and only losing 
one. 

Beyond the statistics and the talent and the $ 17 million in prize money Is 
also a remarkable person, who has .suffered repeated taunts for her 
homosexuality and veined muscles, yet has offered In return only grace, 
courage and composure. Few athletes, in any sport, have suilported 
charitable groups and done such extensive work for the underprivileged, 
especially children, as she has. 

Yet. for Martina acceptance has been tough to come by. ”I always strug^ed 
for the public’s attention", she said wistfully once. "I always wanted to be 
appreciated more than I was, but I was always the ‘bad guy’. You know, this 
big girl who had all these big muscles—and that hurt*. 

Not anymore, feir it is clear that in tennis today a superior role model to 
Martina iS not to be found. Acceptance has finally come. 

Every year she is riddled with doubt over her future—does she belong, can 
she erdst, in this tennis world of oversized rackets and children? Ihe Virginia 
Slims of Chicago was her seventh stral^t tour final. so t ell me she’s finished. 
As she said.' "They don’t tell a heart surgeon who’s been operating for 30year8 
' that he ought to retire. If the hands aren’t shaking why should you stop." 

, Mertina. Don’t. Tennis still needs its greatest player. 


BY ROHiTBRIJNATH 
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SUNDAY 


MONDAY 



TUESDAY 



S Wofltt Cu(> CricMM. PaM' 
j ^ ^*$0(191 Africa 
>BM)] Naw '.ZWand V8 Wfrtf 
frtdtM ^kUcMwid); SaiHbafr 
■ PM (ColmlMtort);' Eun>- 
Open snooker (Aoltor- 
dam); NwMWfrek Cup tannii 
; ^ndtm WMa. USA); lArgma 
8iinnTonrtt8(FlQ(lda); National 


•loom, (Patna) 



WEDNFSiiAi 


. 


'! I> ( • -•“ 




4 p World Cup Olekat. 
a 3. li^ vs South Africa 
(AdsWdfr); (»aldsian vs Sri 
Unka (F^); Na^ Zaatahd va, 
England'' (WaMnotbn); India 
Y-dutfr- vajHaar-ZaMantl Yotilh.^ 


1 




arlWWte 




UiUu 


'dpan Tafflita 


.X X ' Ausimtia vg: 

gMt«)i/fri);B!taaY«»citov* “ 



HAi^r 4 D^T^h^-va:' 
an^tiwa (Aibuiy. J^uettii). • 
"iWd^^jajtend 

TeMs (Ooi^'Snd AH'trtM^.M 

Hoci^ -1 dipt, .. fOaW)i 
NaMhat W'diess Toomainent. 
..(PainA)'; Upton, intamationaf 
• i^yara Tsnnft' -di^. (Kav' 
‘Siscayna, USA)VOen^ Opan ' 
St^rkaM) (Cologns)) 


















































































0^ fa^s ($irigapore)i U8 
Hatdteufl Temiis Woman'a 
Chps. (San At^onto); Qavia 
Cup WortP Sreup Tennis. 2 n<l, 
Round Mstehiis: wof^c^. 
SqtauPiPfdims^liMQn). , 


n 11:\ isi(>\ 


Live telecast of India's mat(^ in 
Woiid Cup cricket on Mar^ 1.4,7, 
10,12 and 15. Also live telecast of 
Australia vs England on Maich 6, 
Australia vs West Indies, March 18. 

Live telecast of World Cup semis 
on March 21 and 22 and fin^ on 
March 25. ' ' ' 

Live telecast of final ol^Sahtosh 
Trophy on March 8. 

Live telecast of final of 2nd All 
India Lai Bahadur Shastri memorial 
hockey tournament at Delhi on 
, March 21. 

Live telecast of finals of national 
archery chps. on March 14. 

Live telecast of World Masters 
Billiards at Goa. March 5-7. 


K.\l)l() 


Running commentary on the 
national network of AIR on India's 
matches in the World Cup on March 
1,4,7,10,12 and 15. Commentary 
of ABC tq bebroadcast. 

Running commfenfSryin Hindi 
and English on semi finals and final 
of Santosh trophy football chps. 

Running commenfaiy in Hindi 
and English on final of Shriram 
Hockey tournament at Kota on 
March 7. 

Running commentary in Hindi 
and English on semi finals and final 
of Lai Bahadur Shastri memorial 
hockey tournament at Delhi. 



























































S OME weeks ago, 
we had dealt 
with backaches 
and given you 
broad guidelines on how 
to avoid them. In this 
tolment we are going 
Iweyou the rundown 
otTKSwtb avoid stress 
fractures and Joint 
pains. Anyone who's had 
an attack of the 
above-mentioned types 
of aches will vouch that 
they are certainly the 
worst type of pains that 
could aillict an athlete or 
fitness enthusiast. This 
is because once someone 
is affected 1^ these pains 
then he has to lay offhls 


UP THE 





workout/sport for some 
time. 

Bones are to an athlete 
and fitness enthusiast, 
what steel girders and 
bars are to a towering 
building: a powerful 
structure that supports 
the inner workings and 
even the outer facade. 

No matter how 
muscular and toned 
your body looks. If the 
bones are porous and 
brittle, or if the stresses ■ 
are nonallgned, your 
entire system is 
susceptible to damage or 
should we say, collapse. 
Such a breakdown is ’ 
usually the result of 
stress fractures, broken 
bones and inflamed 
joints. 

Couch potatoes run a 
specially high riskof . 
developing a weak bone 
structure, but if you are a 
-fitness freak it does not < 
mean that you can avoid 
these health maladies 
totalty. 

Hunnersand 
basketbaU players, for 
example, are ausceptlble 
to stress fractures, 
specially if th^ : 

Posture Is sll important If 
you wsnttoksopinjuriis 
- ttbay 


overstrain, w^r improper 
gear or do not put' 
enough calcium into 
their diet. Wel^ 
trainers', ori the other 
hand, suffer fr^m Joint 
pains and infktomatlon 
of the Joints aft^ lifting 
barbells loaded with 
heavyweights. Fitness 
enthusiasts into weight 
trainir^ should also look 
out for exercises that 
force the folnts to work at 
unnatur^ angles. 
Dumbbell flyes, lateral 
and front raises with 
elbows locked. leg 
extensions with' 
excessive resistance In 
the beginning of the 
movement, and bar curls 
on machine or preacher 
bench, all fall into this 
category. 

What is most 
important when you’re 
feeling the pain 1$ to ' 
know and find mfr wfUt’A' 
at the root of it T^t is 
perhaps the only way 
you can avoid serUms 
injury and at the s^e' ' 
time keep your fltijass 
. trip on th^^t road.? 

Mar^peo^ewhoare 
into running e^djQ^gg^ 
must, at sorne tirnapi:’tm 
other, haveexpet^tiicdd.,^ 
these pains 
the outside 









cap, which come and go 
without any rhyme or 
mason. This 
on'the-move pain is the 
sure indication that the 
shoes you are running in 
have long passed their 
prime. Compression and 
wear on the shoes can 
cause pain in the outer 
edges of your lower limb 
Joints. This soreness 
virtually migrates from 
joint to joint, 
crisscrossing the body 
and sometimes even 
alTectlng the hips (one 
side at a time), the back, 
shoulders and even one 
side of the neck. 

When a joint is in pain, 
the natural thing to do is 
to relieve it of some of its 
weight. But in doing this, 
the other joints and body 
parts have to cope with 
extra pressure and that 
certainly is not the best 
solution. This is what 
leads to the notorious 
mlgratlon-of'paln 
sjmdrome. 

Provided that the pain 
is minor, the best way to 
relieve that would be to 
stop running and 
concentrate on weight 
fining so that the body 
has its share of exercise. 
In the mean-time, invest 
in a new pair of shoes. 
After a couple of weeks 
(sooner, if you think you 
can manage), by slow 
walking, and continue 
this roubne for another 
week or so. Then by 
brisk walking, and begin 
to add a few minutes of 
jogging to the regimen till 
you return to your 
previous sch^ule. 

While this wandering 
Joint pain is certainly 
nothing to laugh about, 
it is 1^ no means close to 
the;pain and disOomfort 
that accompanies a 
stress fracture. This 
condition begins witji a 
tlup achein the Ain and 
gr^ cq^ftinually worse 
didi tin»yourun. 



Stay away from Jogging 
at bast for a couple of 
weeks If you’re injured 

During Ae workout 
you’ll hardly notice the 
pain, but once you end 
your jog for the day you’ll 
realise that you are 
finding it hard to walk 
and in some cases even 
difficult to stand. 

Sounds familiar? You 
can by your condition by 
putbng the weight of the 
boifyon the affected leg. 
If the pain gets worse 
when you stop applying 
pressure, there’s a good 
chance that jrou are 
suffering from a strera 
fracture. But be sure to 
seeadocfor 

confirmation of this. The 
unfortunate thing about 
tl^lnalady is that it 
does'not even renter on 
anX-r^y. and dc^ not 
showtip untfl the crack 




begins to knit. 

Once you develop a 
stress fracture, then 
you’ve got to keep off the 
road for atleast a week or 
two. You could probably 
lift weights and also add 
some nutritional 
supplements, vitamins 
and minerals to your 
diet. Calcium 
supplements will help 
the healing process a 
great deal. 

Now don’t get the 
impression that jogging 
or running does have an 
exclusive hold on joint 
stress.’Training 
improperly with weights 
or with poor equipmoit 
could lead to injury as 
well. 

For example, there’s 
also an injury risk 
inherent in leverage 
exercises, such as front 
and lateral raises done 
with dumbeUs. Done 


property, these ewrqlseB 
are a great way to 
enhance Aoulder 
development. As you 
Increase resistance, 
your deltoid size and 
strength will continue to 
grow. Eventually, 
however, the delta will 
become so strong that 
the poundage it takes to 
get them pumped up will 
overwhelm your elbow 
joint, 'the danger signal 
in this case is to watch 
out for pain or discomfort 
in the pit of your elbow 
near the attachment of 
the biceps. With each 
workout the pain gets a 
little more severe, until 
you’re forced to give up 
these deltoid blasting 
exercises. don't 
start screaming... you 
can take it up after you 
give those joints some 
time to heal and 
recuperate. 

Time, thqr say. is the 
greatest healer of all 
wounds. So you’ve just 
got to lay off any exercise 
that puts stress on the 
affected joints. This 
could take a couple of 
weeks or months in some 
cases (fortunately very 
rare). 

And once you’re back 
to the weights after this 
layoff, modify your 
exercise patterns. Tty 
exercises that will put a 
little less stress <m the 
joints. 1^ following these 
easy guidelines youll not 
only keep injuries and 
aches at bay. you'll find 
exercising a whole lot 
more pleasurable. # 


















READERS’QUIZ 


QUESTIONS 


I Who has hit 
• the maximum 
number of sixes in a 
Test innings? 

2 Which former 
• Union Mini¬ 
ster has captained 
his university team 
in football, cricket, 
hockey and athle¬ 
tics? 

3 Name the 
• four Indian 
players who were 
dismissed for zero 
consecutively in a 
Test? 

4 1116 father of 
• this famous 
English cricketer 
was a planter in the 
Mysore state. Who 
was the cricketer? 

5 Who ^s the 
• flrst president 
oftheBCCl? 

6 He made 98 of 
• his 197centu¬ 
ries after he had 
passed his 40th 
birthday. Who is he? 

7 Who has won 
• the most num¬ 
ber of Individual 
gold medals in the 
modem Olympic 
Games? 

8 How many 
• competitors 
can a countiy send 
in each weight divi¬ 
sion, in Oljrmplc 
boxing? 

9 How many 
• world ijccords 
were set in swimm¬ 
ing at the Montreal 
Olympics? 

"1 ^ Name the 
X vy •onlyrun¬ 
ner who lias qualifi¬ 
ed till date for the 
finals of the same 
event in four conse¬ 
cutive Olympics? 


1 1 What 
X •'flrst'was 
achieved by the 
U.S. athlete William 
de Hart Hubbard in 
the 1924 Olympics? 
1 O Olga Kor- 
X JLi • but was 
the most popular 
gymnast in 1972, 
however, the gold 
medal in the 
women's individual 
combined exercises 
was won by another 
Russian. Who was 
she? 

1 O Who is the 
X O •onlymale 


gymnast to have 
won eight medals in 
a single Olympics, 
that is, a medal in ^ 
eveiy gymnastic 
event? 

1 A Which is 
X the only 

instance of a tie for 
the gold medal in 
the swimming 
events at the 
Olympics? 

1 pr What is 
X the claim 

to Olympic fame of 
John Kelly, father of 
the late princess 
Grace of Monaco? 



















T he Instnicttws’ 
Camp, held at 

Kyokushlnkalkanj 
HQ in Calcutta from 17 
to 26 February, saw 37 
senior karatekas horn all 
over the country 
perfecting their skill. Of 
the 37—iiirhlch Included 
two ladles—10 were 
black belts, ei^t of 
whom appear^ for the 
Instructors'Test. 

Another 21 sat for the 
Junior Instructors' Test. 

This was an excellent 



KARATE 


THE POWER OF THE EMPTY HAND 


opportunity for all the 
p^cipants to brush up 
on their kihona and 
Idokihons (basics and 
movements), katas as 
well as kumite (combat) 
and self-defence 
techniques. These 
appearing for the 
Instructors' Test also 
trained in Judging of 
kumite, anatomy, 
conduct of classes and 
speed-coordination 
tests. 

■yswvaliossgwiy 

KyokaskMialliM kanls 


PHOTOQRAPHS RAMANBHAUA 



The participants of the camp pose for a group photograph and train together 






Inteiesting snippets from the world media that we don't get to hear about... 


B OREDwltligolf 
and night golf? 
Ifyouarv 
heiesgood 

news for you espet lally 
for those who miss their 
weekend game because 
of snow 

1 he latest variation of 
the game is ‘ic e golAng* 
played on two nine-hole 
courses on an 
1< e ccjvcred patch of 
ground or water The 
roughs are two feet 
snowdrifts and the first 
course has c ome up in 
suburban Chicago 
Keep the ball low. 


SPORTING 


straight and bounce It off 
ever^hlng,” advises 
Brian Turner, champion 
of the Chili Open which is 
pkQred at the course in 
Chicago This is really 
nothii^ like real golf, tf 
you have the right 
strategy, you don't need 
a lot of ability 
Most scores are more 
than 200 for nine holes 




H EAVYWEIGtrr 
boxing champion 
EvanderHotyheld was 

Evander Hoiyfield 
punched up bya 
pin^sized WMailant I 


EKSi 


m 














‘fiHnr‘lluddook(Mtt 
vwMthsonlyboxM'lo 
haw takwi Mih* T^ioft 
ttw dlatanaa, but now, 
nobody wanta to fight 


stung repeatedly by a 
plnt-slz^ assailant 
during a visit to the dub 
where he Jeamt to box. 
On his arrival at the 
Atlanta Bay’s Club be 
offered to spar with some 
teenagers. Ebo Elder, a 
13-year-old statt? 
champion, went after 
Hofyffeld with a &uy. 

7 didn't think much of 
him,”said the 4'11" 
Elder. "No defend and 
he doesn't ptmch hard." 

About time Hofyffeld 
took some tips from this 
pint-died boxeii 


the Gulf War, wiiich 
incidentally th^ losti 
His eldest son. Uday, 
says his father is also 
considering building a 
new 150.000-seat 
football stadium in 
Baghdad. Knowing him 
he would most probabty 
call it the "Mother of all 
stadiums." 


Wi^O’S afraid of 
ww Razor Ruddock? 
Everybody. That's the 

Saddam Huaaain 


QADDAM HUSBE^N^ 
Ofavourite football 
tournament is here to 
stay. Hie "Mother ofaU 
Battles Champiimship" 
introduced by the Iraqi 
leader in Septendier, will 
be aft-chiniim mninder Of 



word ffom Ruddock’s 
attorney David Slutsker. 
who said. 'The key word 
in getting fights in the 
post-iyson era is 
frustration. No one 
wants to fight Razor". 

Afterwatching 
Hofyffeld barely survive 
against Bert Cooper, who 
could doubt that 
Ruddock- who twice 
gave Tyson all he could 
handle—is the second 
best heavyweight fighter 
in the world. 

'We are very frustrated 
by the way this sport 
operates, "^utskeraaid. 
This is the only sport 
where champions don K 
have to face the top 
opponatta in dedditjg 
championships." 

There is hope for 
bcadngfans because a 
abakeupofthe 
heavyweight division 
slwuld happen this year ■ 
afferTyaon’s future is 
detarmined. 


T^OW that the Winter 
Olympics are over, it 
is time to switch 
attention to the Summer 
Games in Barcelona. 
There is trouble in that 
area and this time it is 
natural. 

Earth tremors in 
Catalonia a few weeks 
ago have seriously 
damaged the Ofyinpic 
Stadium. The original 
Montjulc Stadium, built 
63 yearn ago, suifered 
structural damage, and 
the Games opening 
ceremony may be 
switched to the Nou 
Camp football stadium, 
causing chaos with 
ticket ^es. 

But do we believe 
them? You see. the 
two-page report, 
complete with 
photographs, diagrams 
and quotes from 
engineers appeared in 
the newspaper, El 
Mundo Deportivo, on 
Spain's equivalent of 
April Pool’s Day. 


THIS IS NO MU. 


T ffERElsa rrew sport 
galnir^popularity in 
Brazil called 'FootbulT. 
and this is no printing 
error. 

It is a sport in wMch 
twoteamsofll tryto 
kicka ball into agoal. It is 
rather like another 
Brazilian game, except 
that there are two raging 
bulls on the pitch. The 
game is divided in 
quarters: a fresh pair of 
bulls are let loose four 
times a game. 

'Dangerous', you ask? 
Very! • 
















Needed:A 

permanent 

manager 


T I IE lesH said about the 

Indian team's performan¬ 
ce In Australia, the better. 
Except for a few Individual 
performances there has been noth- 
iiifi to write home about. 

One need not repeat that. as a 
team. It's performance was misera¬ 
ble TTiere have been many reasoas 
given for this debacle but one very 
Important aspect that Is over¬ 
looked, is the fact that we do not 
have a manager for more than one 
lour. Just as one manager is shap¬ 
ing up to his Job he Is removed and 
someone else appointed. 

A person like Sunil Gavaskar 
would make an ideal manager 
because ol the indepth knowledge 
he has about the game. He is one 
cricketer who is highly regarded by 
all the Indian cricketers and even 
the cricketers from other countries 
hold him In respect. Keeping in 
mind these facts, it would certainly 
do a world of good if he is appointed 
the manager. But he should be 
given the charge on a long term 
basis and should not be removed at 
the first sign ol trouble. 

The likes of Bobby Simpson and 
InUkhab Alam have proved beyond 
doubt that behind every good team 
Is a good manager. The team 
always needs a manager who is a 
friend, philosopher and gui¬ 
de. . .and Gavaskar can fit into any 
of these roles easily. 

And it would certainly be a very 
fitting gesture on part of the Boaiti 
to honour this great cricketer. 

D.J. MOHLA. 

Bombay 

Why blame the Board? 

N ewspapers and magazines 
all over the country have gone 
to town on Sunil Gavaskar's views 
about the dismal performance of 
Indl tin Australia. 

then all the reasons advanc¬ 
ed^ him are not right. His sufK^s-1 



Will Gavaskar take up the 
managerial position If 
he’s given the offer? 

tion, for example, that the captain 
alone should have total say in the 
selection ol the team seems to be 
bom more out of anguish and 
frustration then reason itself. 
Cricket playing countries all over 
the world have adopted a certain 
mode of selection, keeping in mind 
the fact that the collective wisdom 
of the Board is better than the Indi¬ 
vidual thinking of the captain. 

Similarly his attack on the so- 
called manipulators of the game, 
after intially condemning the selec¬ 
tors Itself, does not quite pas.s 
muster. By and large the members 
of the Board are fairly experienced 
in the administraiton of the game, 
and some of them are even proven 
cricketers. Once they select a com¬ 
mittee by following the norms and 
conventions then it is up to the 
selection committee to deliver the 
goods. Why blame the 
manipulators? 

What is even more amusing is 
the ftict that the eminent commen¬ 
tators wait till the team chosen 
the committee fails in the matches, 
to voice their opinion vriien it is 
aihpty clear from the first instance 


that the selection was not done on 
merit. 

DR. C.S. CHAKRAPANI, 

Nagpur. 


What’s happening down 
there? 


T he series Down Under till date 
has been a disappointment for 
the lovers of the game in general 
and the Board in particular. It 
must be understood at this junctu¬ 
re that cricket no more remains a 
sport only, or a ‘lord's game.' It now 
is a full fledged industry, and there¬ 
fore our the dismal performance 
certainly requires an explanation 
from both the manager and the 
captain. 

We in India always have this 
trait ofnotleamingfromourmlsta- 
kes. Once the team returns from 
Australia everything will be forgott¬ 
en and things will return to nor¬ 
mal. Then when we set off on the 
next tour we And that we still miss 
that elusive winmng formula. 

It Is time for the Board to really 
look at matters Indepth and come 
up with concrete solutions. For 
example, if a player is out of form 
there Is no reason why he should 
be kept in the squad. Players who 
have passed their prime should be 
rested and new players given a 
chance to prove themselves. Only if 
the Board takes some stem measu¬ 
res can Indian cricket be salvaged. 

But still, one wonders if it’s too 
late? 

D.K. CHOUDHURY. 

Howrah 
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SPORTSWEEK 

This week in the history of sport 


I N a Holkarvs Bombay 
match at Bombay Mir 
4«,194S,C.S.Nayudu 
playing for Holkar, 
conceded 428 runs, the 
highest number of runs 
conceded by a bowler In a 
cricket match. 

T hough he set a new 
world record in 
welghtUlllng 
(bantamweight) with an 
aggregate of700lbs on 
Mir 5,1951 In the First 
Aslan Games, New Delhi, 
the name of Mohammad i 


Namdjon of Iran does not 
figure In the official 
records as he refused to 
be weighed after the ‘ 
event. 

O NMar6,l983, 

Christopher Massey 
of Australia attained a 
water skiing speed 
record of 143.08 mph on 
Hawkesbury River in 
New South Wales, 
Australia. 

W ESTINDIAN 

cricketer, Vivian 
Richards, who played in 


121 Tests and scored 
8539 runs, was bom on 
Mir7,195Sin Antigua 
West Indies. 

O N Mir 8,1985, 

Martina Navratilova 
became the highest paid 
sportswoman in the 
world when her olllclal 
career earnings crossed 
$10 million. 

D ue to overcrowding 
at the Brunden Park 
stadium in England with 
70,000 spectators 
during a football match 


between Bolton Wonders 
and Stoke City, 33 
persons were killed and 
500 Injured onMir9, 
1946. 

T he Indian ladies trio 
of Nanda Jadhav. 
Poonam Taneja and 
Leelanima won the 
bronze in the team event 
at the first Asian Athletic 
Cross Country 
Championship at 
Fukyoda. Japan, on Atar 
10,1991. 

AltSliaiir 












Nai Duniya 
Football 


T he 1 Ith Nai Duniya All India 
Football toumameni held at 
the Nehru stadium was one e a|»ain 
a c ase ol so near and yet so lar for 
the learns from Calcutta It was 
unfortunate that the toumamc nt 
dates this year c lashed wllh the 
prestigious Federation Cup al 
CakutUi This not only madt tin 
organisers unhappy but also 
resulted In the absence of teams 
like East Bengal Mohammedan 
Sporting jen and Salgaoe ar 
But the one team that made It to 
Indore was Arytins Club and their 
pel lomianc e was not something to 
talk about They we re Ijeattnby 
Punjab Polite 2 0 In the final 
Ex internationaldefendei 
Gurdev Singh c oath of Punjab 
Pollc e was happy at the triumph of 
his young side but launt hed a 
seveie tirade against the AlFf Hi 
said rhe All* F hael done injustie e 
against us We should have 
(jarlit Ipate d In 1 he P cderatlon 
C up as we ai i joint leagiu 
ehampionswith JCI and in the 
Noi t h Fone Polli e Games beat BSP 
T 0 tn thf lln.d WhywasBSF e hose n 
ahe ad of us onf tin ee ti ams could 
lie sell eft'clfiom Goa then why not 
three IroniPunjab? 

Both the semi finals of the Nai 
Duniva toutnaiiieiit witnessed 
Be ng<il vs I'unjab clashes Aryans 
with skilful niidfieldci Kamen 
liaiiik anel impre ssive stoppers 
Anjit Bose and Sumil Saha 
pri \ ailexl o\ t r I’Sf>B Howevei 
Ihiiijab Polie t enisle d Castenn 
Railway Yet anothii Cakutla 
team Port 1 rust e amc last in Pool 
B ol the quai lei final league 
Demixiwllh Intlia Under 23 years 
skipper Bi uno Coutinho in their 
team failed to live up to 
expet lations I hcii e oat h 
admitted that Ihttr pt rformant es 
this year were disrmil Al Indore 
they were the favourites for the 
title but came third in Group B 
wllh two draws and a loss Tht 
mill h vaunted SAl(Delhi) also 
faltered losing in the first round 
The organisers, mostly college 



Punjab Police captain 
Surjit Singh with the Nai Duniya 
trophy 

lecturers and media personnel 
were disappointed with the poor 
gate ret eipts However they felt 
satisfied that their purpose of 
promoting football was served 
Gurdev Singh aptly said 
Youthful learns like PSEB and us 
badly need tournament prat lice 
as due to the AIFF restrictions of 
12 teams we get few chant es to 
play outside our home state 


NEW DELHI 


Steel Cricket 


C ENTRAL WAREHOUSING 
CORPORATION (CWCJ won 
the 7th Steel Cricket Trophy by 
defeating Oil and Natural Gaa 
Commission (ONCit) an innings 
and 17 runs in the final hdd at the 
Fero,e Shah Kotla ground. Delhi 
ewe wrapped up the fiital, 
requiringoiify29 Soverstosend 
the ONOC batsmen pactdi^Left 
arm spinner ^ay Siunna, KWC) 


















took six wickets. He was awarded 
the ‘Man of the Match' and ‘Man of 
the Tournament'award for his 
all-round performance during the 
tournament. 

In thQ seim finals. ONGC had 
trounced Haryana Colts nine 
wickets, while in the other semi 
final CWC had beaten Services by 
115 runs. 

Rudolph Vanes 


Inter-University 

Judo 


U NIVERSHY OF DELHI 
clinched the 5th All-Indfa 
Inter-University Judo men's team 
title by winning four gold, one silver 
and two bronze medals after a gap 
of two years. 

Aggregating 16 points, with the 
aid of two gold and two silver 
medals, University of Pune 
emerged runner-up. Guru Nanak 
Dev University (GNDU). Amritsar, 
had to be content with the third 
position. 

A total of 177 Judokas from 27 
Universities participated in the 
eight categories. Judo is the latest 
Inclusion in Inter-Unlversity 
competition and it seems to be 
gaining popularity every year. 


RESULTS 

BELOW 50 KGS: 1. JadavSatish 
Prabhakar (Pune): 2. Gajanam Ram 
Das (PRKV, Akola): 3: Haijlnder 
Sini^ (GNDU) and M. Deven 
(Manipur}. 

BELOW 55 KGS. 1. Suresh 
Kumar (Kurukshetra); 2. Dhodve 
Yc^esh Kashlnath (Pune); 3. 
Pradeep Joshl (Barkatuilah) and 
Dharamveer (GNOU). 

BELOW 60 KGS: 1. Kmrde AbhIJit 
Shankar Rao (Pune): 2. Sushll 
Kumar (GNDU); 3, Parshant 
Verma (Delhi) and Shallesh 
(Bombay). 

BELOW 65 KGS: 1. Vivek BharU 
(Delhi); 2. Sakpat Anil Data Ram 
(Pune): 3. Manq| Kumar 
(Kurukshetra^ and SuraJ Bhan 
Singh Uammu). " 

BELOW71 KGS; 1. Devender 
Singh (Delhi): 2. JariiUr Singh 
(GIWU): 3. Pawan Solanki 
(AmravatDand MancjJ(umar 


(Punjab). 

BELOW 78 KGS: 1. Yashwant 
Slngh(MDU);2 Pawan Tokas 
(Delhi): 3. Virender Dogra (Jammu) 
and Kapil Kaushal (GNDU) 

BELOW 86 KGS: 1. Ashok 
Kumar (Delhi); 2. Hans Raj (MDU). 
3. P.K. Karekar (Shivaji) and Balblr 
Singh (Kurukshetra). 

OPEN WT. 1. Ashwani Kumar 
(Delhi); 2 R.B. Jadhav (Shivaji). 3. 
Sadanand Yadav (Bombay), and 
Yashveer Singh (Meerut) 

TEAM CHAMPIONSHIP 
WINNER: Delhi University 24 
points: Runner-up. University of 
Pune 16 points: Mrd place: Guru 
Nanak Dw University 9 points 

•wMli Kaniar Uw 


MADRAS 


National 

Triathlon 


I P ANYTHING, the 2nd National 
Triathlon Championship 
comprehensively proved that this 

The University of Delhi men’s 
team which won the AlHndla 
Inter-Unlversity Judo 
championship 


new sport is here to stay. Greater 
number of participants, keener 
competition and more professional 
organisation saw to it that the 
two-day meet conducted by the 
Tamil Nadu Triathlon Association 
flTA) was a success. As N. 
Ramachandran. president, TEA 
told Sportsworld. on the eve of the 
meet."we learnt firom the mistakes 
we committed last year when we 
had teething problems. This year 
everything will be more pucca.” 

When the first nationals were 
held at Madras, a year ago. there 
were 170 entries. This year the 
number of participants had 
swelled to 275 from 16 state units 
besides those from Union 
Temtories and milltaiy and para 
military units like Border Secunty 
Force. CRPF. Central Industrial 
Security Force, the Coast Guard 
and MEG 

If the competitors last year had 
some difficulty in oven oming the 
physical complexities of the 
sport—which combines ninning, 
swimming and cycling—this year 
they proxred that they had come to 
grips with tnathlon. No matter that 
the course was made stiflei with 
even the sub-juniors and juniors 
having to swim in the sea 
compared to last year when they 














enjoyed the relative comfort oi the 
Anna Swimming Pool at the 
Marina. However, the Coast 
Guards were on hand to ensure the 
safety of all Uie competitors. 

The opening day of the weekend 
meet—when only tfie sub-Junior 
events were held—belonged to 
13-year-old Koklla B.J. Shelly .'The 
sprightly lass from Karnataka 
made tt a start to flntsh affair right 
from the energetic plunge Into the 
sea. She completed the 0.5 km 
swim in 12 minutes, 11.93 sec. 
Hopping quickly onto the cycle. 
sh£ pedalled furiously over the 
six-km distance in 14 minutes. 
37.07 sec and then ran the two 
kilometres in seven minutes, live 
seconds to llnish well in front of the 
rest of the Held. 

In the sub-Junior boys event. 
Peter Hakim of Maharashtra and 
Rahul Ramachandran oft'amll 
Nadu were declared Joint winners 
after a technical committee ruling. 
After viewing the video recording of 
the race, the committee upheld the 
protest lodged by Karnataka that 
Hakim had gained support from 
friends to pace hts strides during 
running. Video clippings, said the 
ofllcials, clearly showed the 
violation of the rule. The 
Maharashtra coach and team 
oITlcials accepted the mistake. But 
on an appeal by the former that a 
lenient viewbe taken in the 
Interest ofafi u(Komingboy. as 
also the sport of triathlon, a 
penalty of a few seconds was added 
to Hakim's timing. As a result the 
timings of the two boys were 
Identical and larlh Hakim and 
Rahul were declared Joint winners. 

On the second day, S. 
Karunakaran ofTamil Nadu, the 
holder and hot favouille, Justlflcd 
his high rating by keeping his title. 
The 22-year-old Madras Poi-t Trust 
employee started badly and at the 
end of the 1.5 km swimming event 
was sixth. He made up a lot of 
ground in the cycling event and 
maintaining good sped over the 40 
km distance he established a clear 
lead over his Immediate rival. 
Subash Nlrmale of Services. 

Kaninakaran's stamina stood 
him in good stead In the running 
event and with good even strides he 
Unfitly covered the 10km road 
and completed the 


three-event gruelling course In two 
hours, 20 minutes. 41 seconds. 
Nlrmale took the silver and 
Pradeep Rana of CRPF the bronze. 

Tire women’s event was 
dominated by Karnataka's V.T. 
Anusuya. In the absence of 
teammate and defending 
champion Famaz Engineer, who 
was nursing an injury. Anusuya 
brtished aside ail opposition and 
made it a start to finish affair 
returning a timing of two hours. 44 
minutes, 44 seconds. Khushnaz 
Subedar of Maharashtra and Ilia 
Paul of Bengal were second and 
third respectively. 

The Junior beys title was taken 
by V. Rajaram of CRPF while C. 
Amudha of Tamil Nadu won the 
Junior girls title. 

Karnataka, Maharashtra and 
Border Security Force took the 
team titles in the various 
categories. 

Partab RmwIiaiNl 


HYDERABAD 


Kingston 

Equestrian 

T he Kingston Equestrian meet 
was sponsored by VST 
Industries and organised by the 
A.P. Riding Club. As part of the 


annual horse show organised ly 
theA.P. Riding Club. Uiismeet 
attracted Police teams from 
Mysore. Gujarat. Punjab, the 
Border Security Force, the 
Indo-TIbetan Border Police and the 
MP Police. There were local teams , 
from the Hyderabad Race Club, 
National i^ltce Academy. NCC. AP 
Mounted Police and the Riding 
Club themselves. 

The meet gave the local riders an ' 
opportuniy to compete against 
national and intemation^ riders 
who had come to take part In this 
event. 

Ajmer Singh (BSF); who is an 
international class tent pegger and 
has represented India several 
times abroad, was the main 
attraction. There were over 90 
horses and riders seen in action, 
spread over the Whole day. In fact 
there were so many entries for the 
tent pegging events that 
elimination rounds were held a day 
earlier. 

An excellent show was put up by 
the Punjab Police in the Team Tent 
Pegging. With a war cry they picked 
up the pegs accurately, though the 
BSF finished very close behind. 

The Managing Director of VST 
Induatries presentathe 
Kingston Trophy to the Punjab 
Police team which won the team 
tent pegging championship 
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iymer Singh of the BSP never 
missed asinine peg and his team 
was rather unlucl^ to finish 
second. 


CALCUTTA 


Thums Up Cricket 


F or the second year running. 

Agarpara Mahajatl Vidyapith 
emerged champions in the Thums 
Up East Zone meet. The North 24 
Paiganas school, which has 
produced quite a few Junior level 
State cricketers, had it all too easy 
against Ram Krishna Mission. 
Narendrapur In this year’s final 
played at the latter’s ground. 

In a rather one-sid^ final. 
Agarpara Mahajatl made short 
work of a victory target of 106 in 30 
overs, hitting up the runs in the 
26th over with seven wickets to 
spare. 

Ram Krishna Mission's final 
performance was some kind of an 
anti-climax, considering they had 
surprised last year’s runners-up 
and former champions South Point 
by three wickets in the semi-final. 
Agarpara made the zonal final by 
virtue of defeating Midna^re’s 
Vldyasagar Vidyapith at the 
Ch^ut^ DSA ground. 

In the zonal flr^, RK Mission 
made 105 for eight in 30 overs with 
Santanu Baneijee top-scoring 
with 25 runs. Slbnath Samanta's 
unbeaten 35 and Rajarshl Bal's 29 
were good enough for Agarpara to 
romp to a comfortable win after a 
Jittery start. 







The others conferred sports 
awards this year are: Manlk 
Baneijee (for mountaineering), 
Runa Bose and Mithu Mukhei^ee 
(women’s cricket) Anita Sarkar 
(women’s football). Kamal 
Bhandari and Gour Sarkar 
(bodybuilding) and Dr Pumendu 
Bose. Abdur Rashid. Sallendra 
Nath Slnha. Surendra Nath 
Sikdar, Olnesh Roy and Nlhar 
Chatteijee as sports promoters. 


State Sports 
Award * 


S ports Journalists Rupak Saha 
(rf'Vernacular Dally Ananda 
BazarPatilka and Shyam Sundar 
Ghosh of The Statesman have 
been conferred the "sports awards" 
by the State government for 1992. 
The annual awards are given in ■ 
recognition of exceptional 
achfevements. including , 
promotion sports in the State. 


Merchants’ Cup 
Badminton 


1 NDO-JAPAN became the new 
champions of The Telegraph 
Merchants' Cup Badminton meet. 
In the final held at the Saturday 
Club. Indo-Japan, last year's 
runners-up. did one better by 
dethroning The Telegraph in a 
final showdown which fimdly 
turned out to be too easy for the 
winners. 

Arindam Chakraborty, a 
w(^-1aibwn figure in the state’s 
badminton dicles, gave The 
Td^raidi a flying start with a 
comprehensive 15-1.15-3 victory 
over Indo-Japan’s Satlsh Matta. 

But Indo-Japan roared back 
withSuku Ranjan andTapas Roy 
disposing of The Telegraph’a 




indo>lapani winners of the 
Merchants’ Cup Badminton; 
(Ina^runnei^up, The 
Telegraph team 

Blkash Baneijee and Subroto 
Baneijee 15-8.15-8 in the first 
doubles. 

The second doubles, the decider, 
was woefully one-sided with 
Indo-Japan’s Sajjan Agarwal and 
Denu Raj handing a 15-4.15-2 
drubbing to The Telegraph's Aslsh 
Dasgupta and Asit Mukheijee 
Both semi-final matches turned 
out to be one-sided affairs with 
Indo-Japan outplaying Multlcon 
and holders The Telegraph 
cruising past Dunlop. 












SPORT SHORTS 


HENRY ARMSTRONG 

me emont win nsti oowhs 

Just iiA4«r 21, liii flrtt pro boot, Armttroo] ir 
URtirifli htnitR eyeiORi. Hi took oo ill eomort, KO'inj 22 
ehollonion Ir o row. 

On Oelobor 29, 1937 ho knoekod out Poitoy 
SorrOR for ibo Footbor Wfoubt ehoRipioRtbip 
of tbo worlii. Eijht oionibi litor bo boat tbo ~ 

jroot Bornoy Roto for 


Frfd Hull 




On Aijfltt 17,193t ho wot 
ir4 4ofooto4 Ur Awbon for 

tbo Llihl Itfililit erowni 

Honry ArwotroR|'t bawworin] fist 
braa|bibiw wbat ao othor man ba4 
Neowplliba4* Iku Mr(4 erowai 
in Ian (baa orr yoar l 
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PAWO NURMI THEFLYiHemN" 

Pivwo traiRo4 by ohaiiRj strooteart in bit 

homo town of Abo, Finland, alwayi with a ^ j 

tiopwateb in hand to tlmo bimtolf. M 

JjT 

SoaioR iR bit firit Olympic ovont 
(1920) boeatto bo ran ajainti tbo 
watch, bo loaned to ran ajaintt hit 
opponoatil-AND RUN HE DID! in bit 
next raeo (tbo 10,000 motor run) bo y 
boat tbo field. 

In 1925 boadiiaot proeiaimod hit ^ 
thattorinj world raeord time of 4:10.4 ' 
for tbo mill, la tbo'24 Oiympiet, bo 
thoekod tbo world by winninj tbo 1,500 
and 5,000 motor raeot on tbo tamo day 
and two days later wIrrIr) tbo 10,000 t -,"T 
motor ttooploebtto or a day to hot that M jf ll 

two'tbirdt of tbo flold faitl * I W 

AyoarlaioriboU.S. invitodtho'FiyiR] 

Fina* to raeo tf aiRtt tbo pick of tbo 'A J t 

world rannort. Ho broke world rneerdt in \ f | 

hit lirtt tbreo raeotl in bn 24 day 

bo luu lott 0 race, attablithin) 16 

now world roeordt and ift track rOeordt^^^S^ 

Hi bi nuthf bguJl 


iP 



,**18 that body English or did 
\you trip?" 


"Jiwping the net to hhako 
hands is not eandatory.* 
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1. Who was the first Englishman to 
score four Test centuries in an 
English summer? 

2. Which famous wicketkeeper 
pickect up the cniel nkdtfiame of 
’Iron Gloves' early in hisTest 
career because there were times 
when he failed to hold on to vital 
catches'’ 

3. Which England spinner was killed 
while serving as an army captain in 
Sialy’ 

4. Who scored a century against 
England m the Centenary Test at 
Lord's in 19807 What was so 
spedai about the century? 

5. Who became the first player to 
score centuries in four consecutive 
Test innings’’ 

6. What is common to Kapil Dev, 

Bjom Borg and Vaiene 
Bnsco41ook8‘’ 

ANSWERS 

1. Herbert Sutcliffe 

2. Rodney Marsh 

3. Hediey Verity. 

4. Kim Hughes (117). The century 
was spread over mree rain 
Interrupted days. 

5. JaekFingleton. 

6. Each of them was bom on the 6th 
day of the month, (Kapil 

Dev-6 1.1959, Borg-6 6.1956, V. 
Brlsco-Hooks 6.7.1960). 

CHESS 

K asparov-karpov 

encounters always generate a 
special level of tension. Despite 
their preeminence. theSuptf Ks 
have not always managed to 
control their nerves. Quite often 
rlcUculous blunders have 
: happened. Forei^ple. h^in 
’thdr 157th eiicountCT, the wwld • 
champion had overpressralind In ' 
the'dla^ammed portion Karpov 
could have wrai^ed up the point 
Infisct, most tournament players 
would fancy their winning chances 
with blade againat aiyone. but see.< 
what happened. 

White: Kasparov Vs Black: 
Karpov, Amsterdam *91. White to 
day. 

46Ra5cl'047BclBcl48Rae 
Rd549iBgB. Whitelslooklngfor 


dheapos llk(i49—gP850 d71 

60 g4 g5l Again k^ck avoids the 
drawish 50-Kr761g5BgS52NgS 
Rg553Ra7Ki654d7! 

51 Ra7Bf4 52f7Bf753d7Kf8 54 
Ngl! Rd2?The last try for Kasparov 
works Karpov in time trouble 
misses the trenchant 54—ElqjB 55 
Nh3Bd2. 

5SKel Rd5?This finally throws 
away the win. Karpov still had 

55— Be6 56Nh3 Rd7 57 Nf4 gf4 58 
Ra4 Rf7 when the f4 pawn 
triumphs. 56 Nh3 Rd2. Now the 
draw is certain. 56—Be6 57 Nf4 gf4 
58 Ra4 loses the f-pawn and after 

56- Be3 57 Ra8 Ke7 58Ke2 Bel 59 
Rc8 kicks the bishop off the c 1 -h6 
diagonal. 

57 Ke2 Kg7 58 Ra2! Bel. The 
rook is Immune because of 
58—ReS 59 Kd2 Ba2 when the 
pawn queens.K-K. 

59Rc2Ba360NgSIBg861 Rc7 
Kg6 (1/2-1/2) The diaw is obvious 
after 62 Rc8. 


WHITE TO PLAY 


ntiW*lni<ti 


NofwyU 



-WATBEKbefore last I had 
VY mentioned how I had got 
special pleasure from the fact that 1 
managed to get the better of 
Archie's team in the Nagpur 
nationals in Januaiy aftera long 
iwhile (ny HCL teanunates )uut 
often beaten them but in Bmbay 
wheniwasn't around). However. 
VlniyDesai of Archie's managed to 
get the better of me on this deal 
from the Ikdkar C^pen Pairs 
el6|iifinatlon: 


NORTH (tiumiv) 
« OSS 
« Ae54 
« K973 

* 54 


WEST 

* 10743 

V 8 

* 01084 

* AQ92 


EAST 
« AJ 

* J10973 

* 652 

* 763 


SOUTH 
« K962 

• K02 

• AJ 

• KJ10B 


SOUTH 

WEST 

NORTH 

EAST 

1 NT (15-17) 

Pub 

24 

Pbm 

2* 

Pbu 

2 NT 

Pan 


1 led a low diamond 
from the West seat, losit^ to the 
lack as East signalled an odd 
number of cards in the suit. At trick 
two, Vinay Desai, South, due to the 
paucity of entries to dumny. led 
the ten of clubs from hand—it 
might have been better for me to 
wlnand play back a diamond 
though declarer ran still make, but 
In actual play I ducked. 

Now Vinay changed tack, leading 
a spade to the queen and East's 
ace. Back came a heart to 
declarei's queen and a second low 
spade led to the eight and East's 
Jack, South retaining all-round 
control. Winning the club return I 
played back a diamond to South's 
ace but on the king of hearts West, 
yet to discard, was squeezed:- 

NORTH (dummy) 

« 5 

« A8 
« K8 
* — 


WEST 

* 107 

9 — 

* Q1D 
4 A9 


EAST 

* - 

« 1097 

* 6 

* S 


SOUTH 

• K9 

• 2 

* — 

* K8 

With the heart entiy to dummy. I 
could not throw a diamond, nor 
could I pitch a'spade. The actual 
club discard South to fell my 
now-bare ace by playing a low club 
from hand to sefup his king as the 
ninth trick. 
























The 1992 Formula One season is going to be 
fierce and competitive, like never before 




Wm^wmWm 


Ralltn Ricardo Patras* (In 
picture) Is Manseir* uringniian, 
always there but never trying to 
outdo Mansell 



Senna, won and became the world 
champion for the third tune In the 
last fouryears 

The highlight of the season was 
an intense on-circuit rivalry 
between Senna and Mansell The 
latterwho faced a plethora of 
problems early on in the season 
emerged as the strongest 
challenger for Senna's throne in 
years and pushed him to the very 
edge Senna said,‘Such close 
fi^ts make up the essence of 
Formula One and that's vdiat 
makes the sport so mteresting for 
the watchers 

After two poor years at Ferrari, 
Mansell returned to Vt^liams for 
one final fling at the title—an 
honour he twice came so 
agonisingly close to winning when 
last with the Oxfordshire team It 
happened once again, but Mansell, 
far from being disappointed is 
charged up for the upcoming 
season I’m more fuelled up than 
ever before I've had my share of 
headaches and disappointment 
but for 1992 I'm in my most 
positive frame of mind, said 
Mansell, The buzz is still there I've 
matured and I know now what it 
means to win the title I'm putting 
everything IVe got into the 1992 
season 

But to win, Mansell would have 
to reckon with Senna Senna and 
McLaren once again proved that 
thqr are still the most efficient and 



More than anything. 
Grand Prix racing 
represents the ultimate 
motor racing challenge 
and continues to polish 
the image as probably 
the most colourful and 
spectacular of 
international 
professional 
sports KEN TYRRELL 
owner of team 
Tyrrell-lllmore 


professional outfit in Formula One. 
Senna said, 'I expect a much 
sti onger challenge from WUIlams 
this year, and Ligier too.Thenew 
Renault V- 10s ar c very powerful, 
almost as good as the new Hondas. 
So Instead of drivers, the whole 
outfit will have to contribute to the 
championship And there, 
McLaren have an advantage 
because Ron Dennis runs a very 
tight ship 

According to Dennis. "Since we 
are quite closely matched ly both 
Renault and Ferrari in terms of 
power, 1 think the weight cuts, fuel 
and all other peripherals will make 


1961. 

The year 1991. even thou{^ the 
script was hackneyed, has had its 
share of <x]ge-of-the-seat 
excitement and the performers 
surpassed themselves. Desplteithe 
challenges posted to htan by Alain 
Frost and Niget Mansell. Ayrtrni 
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about Its all new red racing car, 
codenamed ■F92A’. 

The Maranello outfit has also 
brought back Perrarl's 1970s 
heroes—^Luca dl Montezemolo and 
the indomitable Niki Lauda—who 
will act as advisers for the team. 
The new manager Sante Ghedinl, 
alsoa Formula One veteran, brings 
with him years of experience on the 
racing track. The new car runs on 
unleaded petrol, and is a technical 
marvel, even though one does not 
know how it will handle in the 
hands of new drivers Jean Alesi 
and Ivan Capeili. Says 
Montezemolo. "I don't know why 
everyone is so pessimistic about 
our chances. We are making a new 
beginning this year. We'll need 
time and patience. We have not got 
a magic wand but sUll." ' 

Most observers feel that the 
Inclusion ofNlkl Lauda will not 
only help the team analyse data 
and up£^de the technology, but 
also guide the young drivers on 
howto make the most of the 
situation at hand. Says Alesi. 
"Lauda can give us a lot of tips 
about how to handle pressure 
situations and will definitely help 
us hts years of experiaice". 
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1992 FORMULA ONi: CAHiNOAR 






Footwork-Honda. Following the despite the bullqr Yamaha V-12. 

spectacular nmkle season. Team the team wlU perform well. Both 

7>UpJordan needs a string of good our drivers are young and have 
results this year if it has to survive that vital something to win the 

the dog-eat-dog world of Formula races.” 

One racing. 

Driving for Jordan will be 
Stefano Modena and Maruclo 
Gugelmln. According to John 
Watson. "1 have a gut feellngthat 
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'ShouM I shouldn’t I.'Alain Prost 
Is In a dllsmma on whathar ha 
should risk his raputatlon by 
Joining tsamUglwr 
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Modena in particular 1« no push 
over b^use he lacked up 10 
Formula One points last season for 
lyrell. After two top three finishes 
in the last three seasons of 
Monaco. Modena has proved his 
class. His second place at Montreal 
merely teinibrced the &ct that he is 
talenM. In other words, this 




Italian homeboy is the man to 
watch this season. 

The team to throw up a major 
surprise this season is Ligler aiilch 
.has been floundering fm'several 
years, despite lavish fticllltles and 
considerabie sponsorship. Going 
litto the new season with a 
''desperation to prow th^ are nb 
wrlte>offii>Ligler bM been courting 
Frenchman Alain Frost. 

But Frost is in a dlhnnma 
becauae he doesn't know adiether 
he should risk his reputation with 
the Frenoh team or take a one-year 
break as he had idanned. Just to 
help him make up his mind he has 
test driven the Uc^a^iich hasa 
Roiault VIO engine—alndlar to the 
one that i»opelM the Wljflam cars 
so well last year. Frost's comment 
on the car was. It is a very safe car 
and I'm Impressed with the 
eQ^ne...but I win have tobe careful 
abmtniy decision.'' . 

• TleamownerGi;^ Uglersald. It 

Farraf)*anMreaur,«o<ianainMi V 
fiftA', nms on unkMdsd pairel' 
,aiM I* A laetinteM marml, bun 

inWW II ftp tfwPfnlWIOn iP Ol i yM 


maiM 



NiMUiida'aralumto 
F ansrI as an adviser—should 
giva them an edge over the other 


was a great pleasure to see him in 
the car, but now we have to get him 
to sign with us. We have a good 
machine and we can finish in the 
top five." 


I^mllar surprises are jb store 
fnan Footwork, a total Jap outfit 
powered by Honda VI2S. who have 
Just beat part of the tall'-enders. 
The new chassis and the Honda 
powerpacked engine will hdp 
drlvosAgurl Suzuki and Michele 
Alboreto get some valuable ptfints 
bef<»e th^ get to use the 
MltsuMshiVlfiln 1993. Circuit 
sources reveal that tlw new 
Mitsubishi V12 is much fester and 
more dependable than apythtng 
Honda has ever produced. 

Making their debut this season 
are three extremely talented 
newcomers. Christian Fittipaldi, 
1991F-3000champion and 
nephew of Brazilian racing hero 
Emerson Fittipaldi. Paul 
Belmondo, son of Ftench actor 
Jean Paul and the last is a 
26-year-old Italian. Giovanna 
Amatl. %e is the first woman 
Formula (hie drlwr In ISyeara. 

Even (hough their 
competitiveness will be a 
debatable issue, according to Sir 
Jackie Stewart, The permutaUteis 
and combinations of Formula One 
are 80 intriguing that one can go on 
for days. But it is also sad thata 
majcMlty of the teams are mere 
numbers on the track". 
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CRICKET ... WITH SG 

The Matchless Match 



The Cricfcet People 


Sans|),)r(‘ils (.rec'nl.inds 




THK MANY HI KS 
OF FX( rrKMKNT -JI MF OUT OF 
EVERY COEOURFUL RAGE! 


W11 J.S I«)< )KOFMX( KlJiyCT: 






iliitliiittaw 
idGet tools. 

ifae srodd^ bat bowlots 

iio.ltiiRopwith 

Mtoooteaporaiy 
• mine's fioM fiekbooL 





'iiSiiiJlilabdMtto 

Sittiem iWodsW tctfen pWw flort seem to jon^ 
evoy 8^ oddMg* new ^inensioa to ths thri^'inmute 
^mmde Ott ba gnea a new lease of life to thb nKJSt 


senes a wins oaoas oi u 


is anotha must for evoy 


sportslover’sUbmry 
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If It’s seagulls on the cricket 
field, it's gotta be Australia. But 
cricket's biggest tournament 
Isn’t going to stop for anything. 
Even for birds...especially of the 
feathered kind! 
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Select any 
of these ^ 
BPL-SANYO 
music systems. 
And sit bacic 
to enjoy pure, 
rich music 
Absolutely 
without any 
loss. 
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The equation is simple...unless India raise their game, they don’t 
stand a chance in this World Cup 













indla'snMiHn4onn Sachin Tendulkar touches up the paintwork 
on hla pads. Not that the rival bowlers managed to hit Mm there too often 




R emember those 
times in your 
adolescence when, 
as a tnnagfir, you 
misbehaved or did 
something wrcmg 
and then had to face the wrath of 
your parents And mom and dad 
also blasted you. and then ended 
things by saying that the scolding 
was "only for 3 rour own good . that 







ThehHtahlon 
auniHasaee which 
soamtobathaiaga 
Down Under apart; 
aMppar Aihar (hnaQ 
doaantaaamtoba 



they resorted to It only because 
they'love you* Remember those 
days? 

The Indian cricket team, has In 
the course of this tour to Australia 
and more so during the World Cup, 
gone through a similar experience 
They have been ndiculed. written 
oifand criticised And they wdl be 
even more vilifled over the next few 
weeks, unless th^pull offa couple 
of miracles In the course of this 
article too. there will be plenty of 
criticism, plenty of opinion some 
debatable, some perhaps not, but 
all written with an absence of 
malice This Is no advice, our 
sklppergets veiy armoyed when a 
Journalist ventures to give him aity 
advice on the tour Written after 
bad weather and Dame Luck both 
turned against the Indian team, 
this Is going to be spontaruxms 
thought, feeling put Into words 
Yt». there is no doubt that the 
World Cup produced, In some 
wajrs. the old rough end M'the 
pineapple for India Insomaity 
ways the lot of AZharaddin and his 
team have been rotten Ralnin 
Mackay prevented any play, 
deitylng wfaatjm the normal course 
of events should have been two 
points. In l^n^, th^ were 
severetyhai^capped by bad 
weather again an an extraordlnaiy 
rule, adilch denied them the 





/ them toscona^!^ Vet asked 

Wwas 
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f “‘eshacklMoSSf^tobreak 
Jst ball. one-ruJ S'. « 

ftoba^^^ World Cup. 
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Oh 3 «s, the World Cup may not 
see a better match. Oh yes. India 
after having no chance for vtctoiy, 
especially after the rain break, 
rallied brilliantly. Oh yes. India's 
batting was as full of valour as a 
cavalry charge into blazing guns. 
Oh yes. even Allan Border admitted 
that his team had stolen the match 
and that Indian deserved to win. 

Oh yes. we all sympathised with 
the Indian team and felt sorry for 
what fate had done to them. And 
how luck had deserted them. But if 
we put sympathy, patriotism and 
all such emotions aside for a brief 
while, the bottom line was that 
India's heroic effort ended not in 
glcMy, but In the despair of defeat. 
The point is. that India could have 
won anyhow, despite and in spite of 
the circumstances. And after 
having hardened mar hearts we 
may ask. whai counts In the end, 
glorious defeat or vicloiy? 

A relieved and sighing Allan 
Border probably didn't mean it. but 
if one were to read between his post 
match lines therein lay the truth to 
the Indian performance. "We stple 
the match from India.'fliey 
deserved to win". looked at from a 
different angle that was in fart a 
backhanded compliment. The fact 
was that India let it slip away. Just 
as they had done against England 
at Perth in the first game. 

"You can't beat the weather," 
Azhar declared after that 
fascinating match at Brisbane. Of 
course you can't. There was 
nothing he nor anyone else could 
do about what happened at 
Mackay, but at Brisbane, the 
weather at least allowed them to 
stay In the game. That they 
I couldn't pull it off. in spite of such a 
brave and praiseworthy effort, only 
goes to prove that maybe the 
Indians don't possess that edge. If 
thQT had. they would have, with 
five points, been at the top of the 
table after New Zealand. Instead 
after losing two of Uie closest 
matches in the tournament (at 
least till then) they lingered at the 
bottom above only Zimbabwe. 

Accepted and agreed that 
Azharuddln and his team have not 
got the best of breaks so far in the 
tournament; luck hasn't been their 
bedfellow. Yet, at the same time. - 
even a great S3rmpathlser like the' 
will admit that when the breaks did 
come their way. ever so irregularly. 


they failed to cash in on them. 

Luck is what Pakistan had when 
they managed to steal a point after 
being bowled out for the lowest 
score ever made by a Test playing 
nation in one day cricket. Fate Is. 
what happened in that small town 
in Queensland when Srikkanth 
faced two balls before things were 
washed out. And determination is 
what may be Australia's only hope 
for a remarkable comeback in this 
World Cup. 

Why is it that the Indian teams 
seems to look so contented (happy 
and relieved would somehow 


dressingYoom. One could see that 
through the glass windows that 
surrounded the room. But at the 
same time there was this 
underlying feeling that 'we 
made a fight of it despite the 
conditions being against us, so 
there's no harm'. \^lch makes one 
wonder if it's true that our team la 
happy with mediocrity and takes 
no pride about winning or losing? 


It will take a lot of hard work at the 
nets If India is to make the knockout 
stage 



.border on sounding too unfair) 
when they have done a good job. 
but have lost? Greg Chappell 
recalls the smiling faces of the 
Indians after the Adelaide Test 
where they fought a heroic battle 
before losing the fourth Test. "TTie 
point is that they had lost. It 
seemed not to register with them. 
They had done a good Job and 
that's it." says the former 
Australian captain. 

A similar condition seemed to 
prevail at Brisbane. Oh yes, there 
was sorrow and despair in the 


That might not be the absolute 
truth, but judging by the attitude of 
other teams one would actually be 
tempted to endorse that statement. 

After his team's sensational 
defeat Ity South Africa Allan Border 
was a different man. Almost a man 
possessed. The normafiy easy 
going Border reacted rudely and 
harshly at reporters who 
approached him,with questions at 
the nets, the day before the 
Brisbane game. It was shocking to 
see what pressure had done to a 
usually gentle perwn. But the 
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point We concerns the intensity of 
the man. And he wasnot alone. 
When (me spoke to David Bcxm 
about howhe was holding up the 
Australian team by his own 
individual batting dTorts, Bo(m in 
turn, preferred to talk about his j 
team'and how th^ must ^ about ' 
their comeback in the Wond Cup. 

All that seemed to matter was the 
team’ 

The Indian team, blessed with 
some brilliant individuals, lark 
this same intensity and oneness 
Or unity if you want to call it that. 

Why is it. that in spite of many 
critics calling India 'dangerous 
opposition' the team is strug^ing 
to make it to the last four stage of 
the tournament? The answer does 
not lie as much in their cricketing 
competence as it does in their 
attitude 

I think it's got to do with 
something that s called well, eh 
professionalism' says manager 
Abbas AliBaig Normally 
diplomatic to the extreme Baig 
talks openly about how his team 
moves in for the kill but fails to 
finish off the enemy 
If that's the case then Indian 
cricket players should be reminded 
that professionalism Is not so 
much a question of economics, as 
it is a frame of mind And in spite of 
their best eiforte, that's where our 
team lacks The talent is there To 
be even the best Trouble is, one 
win seems to quench their thirst for 
success TheWoridCupvlctoiy 
aver Pakistan on March 4, was the 
Indian team's first tour victoiy 
since th^ beat the West Indies on 
January 16 at the MCG to qualify 
for the World Series final Prior to 
that, their last vlctoty was In 
mid'December, also in the WSC 
competition 

Is it, that in the last four months 
the Indian team has run into luck a 
mere twice? 

No, the answer simply is that the 
intensity is just not consistent 
Coincident^iy, the two victories in 
the last four months have come at 
crunch times; in the WSC game 
which meant making it to the final 
or being eliminated, and then 
against Pakistan in the World Cup. 
v^ere a defeat would have all but 
erased any hopes of India being in 
contenUon for a place In the last 
four. 

As Kapil Oev explained afier that 







wonder ful evening at the SGC We 
had to wm this one Not only 
because we now remain m the 
tournament but also bet ause it 
was against Pakistan Wcowtd 
them one after all thost dt feats in 
Shaijah Yes it set nit d that lor 
ont e the ijoot was tni the otliet foot 
1*01 toolongntiwueliavt witnessed 
the Pakistan teain lifting their 
game win 11 It (amt to a match 



The very manner In which the 
Indian team took the field to defend 
their total of 216 in 49 overs was 
different Normally our boys 
merely stroll la/ily onto the turf 
That evening under the bright 
lights of the SCO and the red slqr in 
the horizon the Indians ran onto 
the field as if they really meant 
business Their enthusiasm 
mate hed that of the hotde of seven 


Party time: 
Tendulkar and 
Srikkanth are 
on cloud nine, 
reason perhaps 
why umpire 
Shepherd Is 
looking 
upwards 








against India At the SCG the 
intensity showed in the eyes oi the 

Indian players itshowtdon 
A/hai s face when Miandad and 
More were imo/ved in an exchange 

uiwurds bulrnon linpnrt int/v it 

showed in the batting fielding and 
bowling We haven t fielded like 
that for a very long time saidthe 
r. ohviousty ht^lng for some 
repeat performances 


year olds, who participated in an 
exhibition run around the SCG 
dui tng the dinner break The 
winner of the rac e won a trip to 
Disneyland and the Indians made 

Mlrkey Mouse of the Pakistan 
batting 

in spite of admitting that it was a 
superb performance after a long 
time the Indian captain was 
reluctant to admit that It was the 


lack of Intensfly. that had 
previously robbed them of four 
points fixim two close matches first 
agamst England and then against 
Australia 

That was Just bad thinking/ 
saidAzhar What he meant fay that 
isthlsteam, keeps doing the right 
thing but makes mistakes at vi^ 
moments 

I just think It’s bad running, bad 
thinking, bad form bad everything 
that comes together whtn you are 
not in form and you pay the price, 
says the skipper, probably also 
subtly hinting about his own 
return to form 

But the captain admits that one 
good Innings doesn t mean you are 
Inform You have to start from 
zero in the next innings don 1 you 
he says He maintain^ the same 
philosophy of one swallow not 
making a summer after the victory 
against Pakistan saying. One 
vie toiy doesn t make seven 

No it doesn t unfortunately But 
if India are to make anything out of 
this tournament they will firstly 
have to maintain their Intensity at 
the highest possible level Then 
they u^l have to view themselves 
as a team—a sinf^e unit and not as 
a group of individuals brought 
together for a cause 

T he captaincy problem had 
taken its toll on the team s 
unity in the early part of the tour 
While It still lurks In the 
background, the controversy over 
Ravi Shastrl has come to the 
forefront, m its own way dama^g 
the atmosphere within the Indian 
dressing room 
In spite of his apparent 
unpopularity even the greatest 
cynic will agree, that Ravi Shastrl 
does have a place In the Indian 
team Unfortunately. Shastri’s 
mcntallty-whlch, whatever it’s 
I worth, is more professional than 
many ofhis team-mate»~-has 
dashed with the Interest of the 
team 

Many believe, that Shastrl may 
have to culjust his attitude so that It 
falls into harmony with what the 
tram requires. While it may be 
true, that Indeed Shastll fiS VlCfi 
captain and a voting member d'the 
Indian think-tank is dictating 
terms about his selection and what 
he wUi do. and not do. on the fieht, f t 
would be absdutely tidttoalbui tb 





think that he deliberately goes out 
of his way to slow things down or 
damage the performance of the 
team 

Shastrl may be adamant about 
when to bowl, or when not to. and 
may insist on opening the Innings, 
but only a fool can accuse him of 
not trying his best *If after you do 
try your best for your country 
people still stage sit-ins outside 
your house then they can f off,” 
he told a ^up of pressmen when 
news of his Bombay apartment 
Sit-In got to his ears 

Shastrl Is absolute^ right In 
thinking that what happened vas 
‘not on*, but statements like that 
give people the wrong impiresslon 
of him If, as some people maintain, 
Ravi Shastrl has been allowed to 
get away with too much both before 
and during this tour (1 e he does 
what he wants to do, bowls when 
he wants to and bats where he 
wants) then some fault must lie 
with the way he has been handled 
It's like creating a monster and 
then not managing to subdue It 
when It becomes too oveipowering 

Shastii's 25 off 70 balls against 
Australia was not the best thing 
that could have happened to the 
Indian team, but being Ravi 
Shastn it came in for even greater 
criticism than It should have And 
the fact that India lost by a run 
made his Innings the scapegoat 
Yet, no-one said a ivord when 
Srlkkanth did precisely what 
Shastrl did—and even worse—in 
the game against Pakistan, when 
the swashbuckling opener 
dumped the Indian Irmlngs In the 
gutter with a mere five runs off 39 
balls That India won the game, 
perhaps washed away all 
Srlkkanth’s sins—and all criticism 

Seeing GeoffrQr Boycott In the 
Press Bw that evening, one 
wondered how many sit-in’s his 
home would have seen, had people 
reacted to a slow liuilngs finm him 
as they do when it comes from Ravi 

Shastrl No wonder Boycott's 
mansion house has almost 
fort-llke walls around It, 

Shastrl has his limitations as a 
cricketer and his ego problems as a 

mai>-4ei no one teitt you otherwise 
If he deserved to be dropped for the 

Prabhakar; the Indian crIeM , 
taam'a anary yoimg man..,and ha a 
with a vangaanea 





match against Pakistan, ts not up 
for debate in these columns. What 
is, is the manner in adiich the 
incidents, that led to his dropping, 
were handled. 

Not throughout this entire tour 
has India ever named a team a day 
before the game; an exception was 
made for that Pakistan game onfy 
because Shastrt was the one to be 
axed. Being a member of the 
selection trio on the tour. Shastri 
wasn't even consulted about the 
composition of the team. He was 
merely told, matter-of-factly. ly 
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In the Indian tsam, playars decide 
whether they are fit or not So 
obvioualy Shaatri decided, Injury or 
not, he would play 


The refreehing Influx of youth Into 
the Indian team, apearheadad by 
Tendulkar, aaw JMeJa go from 




the captain and mana^ that he 
was out of the Pakistan game. 
Shastri's reaction 
was typical of him. He was realty to 
call a press conference, to tell the 
media his side of the story and how 
mad he was. In fact, the situation 
became sb bitter, that when 
Shastri was asked whether he 
knew he was going to be dropped, 
he said. ”1 haven’t been told 
anything. But I'm a selector, so we 
vrill see". There was even talk 
among some about how BCCI 
president Madhav Rao Scindla is 
keen to see the end of Ravi Shastri 
in Indian cricket. But that is all 
hearsay and limuendo. What is a 
foct is Abbas All Haig’s attitude 
towards Shastri. For long both 
he-~and the captain—had 
reservations about Shastri's 
Otness and his ability to open In a 
limlted-overs'^une. Instead of 
nipping the problem in the 
proveri^ bud I^ letting Shastri 
know what they felt. th(^ allowed 
Shastri to get away with whatever 
he wanted. 

It Is fuimy, that while in other 
teams it is die team doctor or 
physician or physio who endorses 
the fitness of an injured player, in 
the Indian team it is the player 
himself who declares whether he is 
fit or not. Just another example of 
the individualism prevalent—or 
allowed to prevall-^n the team. 
Inquiries about Shastri’s fitness 
were always met l^. "he says he’s 
fit and will play*. It’s only hi the 
Indian team that you hear things 
like that. Much worse, of course, 
wasixianager Abbas All Baig saying 
"1 hope not” udien asked if Shastri 
vrould open the innings against 
Pakistan. Such an attitude—from 
captain, manager and 
players—only results in bad blood 
and'ten^on in the dressing room. 

And this vague attitude is hardly 
new. One recalls the comments 
made I^ the manager and captain 
when ItepU Dev failed to show up 
for the Opening Ceremof^. When 
asked about Kapil’s ahereabouts. 
B^g said, "Maybe he might just 
comeback fay Februaiy 23" (India 
were playing England on Februaiy 
22) Avar’s answer was as 
sarcastic: "What difference does it 
make When he comes?" Neither 
Baigiior Azhar. of course, meaint it 

an Insult to Kapil, butratheir 


they wanted to qhow how thi^ did 
not know what was going on. And 
how the powers back home were 
dictating things to them. 

It is amazing, that people sitting 
in their arm-chairs. Uiousands of 
miles away, tell people who are in 
the middle of the action what to do 
with who. Only, with the Indian 
team does such absurdity occur. 

It’s only in the Indian team that 
while the manager is in serious 
conversation with a few members 
of the Press, the captain feels it 
necessaiy to ignore what is being 
said and bury his head in a book 
instead. 

It’s only the Indian team that has 
' got a captain adio does not do any 
homework to learn about the 
opposing teams. The Aussies had 
'spies’ following the unknown 
South Africans to study the team's 
strengths and weaknesses and 
even studied video-tapes of their 
games. Yet. the Indian captain has 
die audacity to ask journalists 
before the Perth match against 
England, what kind of a bowler Phil 
TUfriell was. That the captain, and 
many others, have play^ on the 
county circuit, that they had ample 
time and opportunity to study the 
teams in the World Cup. didn’t 
seem to make a difference. 
Homework, as far as the Indians 
are concerned, is for schoolboys 
and not for professional cricketers. 
Just as exp^mentation is 
something the Indian team left 
behind in their school chemistry 
lab, along with ’spirit’ and 
‘intensity’. 

Yet in all fairness it must be said 
that maintaining all these tc^ether 
with form, keenness and all the 
ingredients that make a successful 
tour, over a period of four months, 
is, to use an Australian cricket 
term, ‘atouf^ task’. 

The Indian Board will never be 
able to live down—and thiy 
shouldn’t be allowed to do so—the 
schedule they carved out for the 
Indian team. The problems that go 
with being in an alien country with 
alien food, alien ^ys and alien 
atmo^here will show, as indeed 
th^have. Cricketers apart, it even 
shows on the journalists who have 
travosed the length and breadth (ff 
Australia. Ills common knoadedge 
ffiat we on this topr* hSYe seen, and 









Srikkanthand 
Man|iakar*aaa arc h 
for runa took tham 
to Boycott and 
GattinB».ona 
knowmforhia 
tanaeity,tlia other 
for Ma pugnacity 
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perhaps know, more of this large 
island continent than the people 
who live here The day the “circus 
flew In from Brisbane (alter the 
match against Australia) to Sydney 
(for the game against Pakistan) one 
of my colleagues claimed, without 
exaggeration, that it was the 
sixteenth time he had passed 
through Sydney Airport, and that 
was only half way through the 
World Cup. 

As trivial as it may sound the 
Indian team diligently tracks down 
restaurants where good Indian 
food Is available Tliey have made 
so mat^ friends, having been In 
and out of Australian cifles so 
often, that players' passes for 
matches—each player gets four 
per match their team plays 
In—dlsappeai as soon as they 
leave manager Abbas All Balg's 
hands. 

Vlnod Kambll is reputed to be a 
fun loving youngster, and it was 
thought that he would enjoy the 
tour of Australia. Having joined the 
team for the World Cup only, he too 
didn't sound too enthusiastic. 
"Australia Is a good country onty 
for playing crldcet.<I can't say 
ovoall that It's flin Umrlng. 1 prefer 
England. You don't feel as 
homesick there as compared to 


here, said Kambll, who has only 
been here a few weeks 

If it is said that the long stay In 
Australia has helped the team in 
terms of acclimatisation to 
weather, wickets and the rest, then 
there might be some truth in it 
Equally true though. Is that such a 
long tour takes t he sting out of the 
Indian tall Moreover. India play 
three vital matches In New island 
where the conditions are quite 
diflerent to what they have become 
accustomed to in Australia. 

Indeed, it is ironic that the two 
teams which now head the World 
Cup table probably had the Ideal 
preparation for the tournament 
Australia and India probably had 
too much of a good thing, the West 
Indies. Sn Lanka, Pakistan, South 
Africa and Zimbabwe had a tight 



schedule early on. but their 
preparations eased off as It came 
closer to the World Cup New 
Zealand and England had the Ideal 
mixture They had competitive 
match practise—and yet not too 
much of It—nght till the eve of the 
tournament, against each other 
Having been here so long. It seems 
that the Indians are so eager to go 
home, that winning the World Cup 
would be a mere bonus, not a 
necessity And therein lies the 
diflerence and weakness of the 
Indian campaign 

At the time of writing, there is 
still hope; In such a fascinating 
and unpredictable competition It is 
generally considered that five or 
even four wins might be enoui^ to 
win a semi-flnal position. 
Azharuddln too Is hopeful, "Ifwe 
can string together three or four 
wins, thestrMi(^ of the 
competition will keep us in (he 
hunt" 

Quntlon Is. are the Indians 
capable of overcoming bad luck 
and all the Ills that plague them, to 
go in few the kill. 

"It's do or die," says Azhar 

No skipper, fof you andyoui 
tegm. it’s kin or get killed India has 
the weapons. Do thqr have the 
courage?# 










T ell any Australian cricket 
fan that one Sanjay 
Manjrekar is potential^ the 
best batsman in the Indian 
team—if not the world—and 
he’d probabty think you 
know as little about cricket as the 
Australian Prime Minister Paul Keating 
knows about his people’s problems. And 
you couldn t blame him really for thinking 
so 

Arriving here with the reputation of 
being the backbone of the Indian batting, 
the Bombay batsman has been one of the 
big disappointments of the tour so far It’s 
not that he hasn t played that occasional 
match-saving innings he is so reputed for. 
but Sanjay Manjrekar hasn’t lived up to 
the expectation of people ,and the high 
standards that he has set for himself 
Standards which prompted people to 
regard him as one of the world s best 
batsmen, well, at least in tec hnlque A 
clean striker of the baU. so crucial is his 
role as first drop for India that therefore 
many would be inclined to point to 
Manjrekar's poor form as one oi the major 
reasons for India’s below medlot re 
performance this summer Down Under 
Always underestimated as a one-day 
player. Manjrekar showed that he was not 
averse to adapting his game when he 
walked away with the Man of the 
Tournament award at Shaijah last 
October, with scores of72 56.43.49. and 
52 That was followed up with the shared, 
with Kepler Wessels, Man of the Series 
award In the three-match South African 
tourwlthscoresof 1.52notoutand 105 
In comparison his string of scores in 
Australia are nothing to write home about 
In the one-day matches he has played till 
the India Pakistan World Cup clash, he 
has scored 15.2.57,55.12.1.16.2.18. 
47 and O And In the Test series he tallied 
25.30,34,2,45 31, and 8 Such was his 
form that, inspite of the Indian batting not 
having too many In-form batsmen, 
Manjrekar was dropped from the opening 
two games ofthe World Cup And then 
came his return—also his World Cup 
debut—against Australia, certainly one of 
the more memorable innings he’s had this 
Indian summer’ 

What, then is wrong with Sanjay 
Manjrekar? 

Even those experts who haven’t seen the 
best of Manjrekar su:cept that as a 
batsman his technique is sound close to 
being the best in the world But there are 
other reservations Ian Chappell, for one, 
feels he s had faulty coaching ’A coach 
should teach his batsmen all the strokes 





m cricket After that it’s up to the batsman 
to pick and c hcxise what strokes he plays 
in an inning depending on the 
circumstances But Manjrekar doesn't 
have the luxury of having all the strokes to 
choose from as Tendulkar does " says 
Chappell, while his younger brother Greg 
feels that Manjrekar is too much of a 
one gear player Others leel that a 
mixture ol bad form a series of 
unfortunate run outs i ombmed wih the 
extra bounce oil the Aussie wickets have 
done Manjrekar in 

Manjrekar himself Isn t ready to talk 
about the problem At this stage I don t 
want to say anjrthlng about the Australian 
tour because the World Cup is still on.” he 
says when asked his opinion of what Is 
going wrong with his batting Reassunng 
him that 1 had the permission of manager 
Abbas All Baig to speak to him I try again 
Sorry ” he says politely I don t want to 
give any interviews at this moment about 
the Australian tour 

I try my luck once again saying we won't 


anything) ifshk'' ■> 
-itmnliw botweniy.'-'. 

ifekali that neacto la'v 

iHiitookadinto . 
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talk about the Australian tour only about 
the problems of adapting from Test to 
one day cricket Andy, let’s Just drop It," 
he says politely yet firmly I promise I will 
talk to you about all this the minute the 
tour is over The minute we’re out of the 
World Cup ” 

Hopefully that will be after the final, I 
say 

Yes. hopefully Then 111 talk to you on 
the fll^t out of Melbourne ” he responds 

It s ajoumalist’s oc cupational hazard, 
you know Veiy often we are accused of not 
having cross-checked with a 
sportsperson when doing a stoiy on him or 
her Yet when we do ask them their side of 
the story they often refuse to speak to us 

Maybe I should have just scrapped the 
idea of a Manjrekar stpiy and spoken to 
Sachin Tendulkar instead, esproially 
since everytlme I called Manjrekar in his 
hotel room it was roommate Tendulkar 
who picked up the phone to tell me his 
mate wasn’t in. 

But Manjrekar’s reluctance to talk is 
quite understandable, "You must 







uxideratand”, Manjrekar told me, *>»hy I 
don’t want to talk now.” Yes. I do. Ms)^ 
Mai^rekar Is waiting for the next few 
games to make a couple of good scores so 
that, at the end of It all, people won’t ask 
him questions about poor form etc. 
Mayte, on the other hand, the man is so 
foxed about his poor form that he doesn't 
want to talk about it because he doesn't 
really knowa^t to say or how toexplaln it. 

At the nets. Mai^rdcar has al^ along this 
tour hit the ball wi^. Yet. out in the middle 
he didn’t look all t^bt comfortable. To si^ 
that he is uncomfortable against fest 
bowling, as some have suggested, is 
ridicules. Manjrekar had the toughest 
debut any young cricketer can have— of 
which he came out a success. 

if anything, it’s his running betwe«i 
wickets that needs to be looked into. 
Manjrekar has been on the wrong 
end—and sometimes the light end—of 
many run outs throu|^out this tour. Had 
he b^ Australian he would surely have 
been nicknamed ‘the kamikaze kid' 
because of his tendency for suicidal runs. 

And'kamikaze kid* he was against 
Australia at Brisbane: he played an 
innings not normally associated with the 
correctness of a Manjrekar innings. 

Heroic improvisation—not exactly the 
Manjrekar forte—ended with his partner 
Azharuddln being run out with Manjrekar 
following soon .. also run out. 

But that day Sanjay Manfrekar proved 
to many critics—and perhaps to 
himself—that he Is capable of being a 
dashing batsman even if it means 
throwing his technique to the winds of 
improvisation. 

Sanjay Manjrekar Isn’t ready to discuss 
his disappointing tour of Australia at this 
time because he knows that he is too 
classy a batsman to be kept down for too 
long And that It will only be a matter of 
time for him to return to ‘normal cruise 
control.’ 

While there has been talk about 
promoting Manjrekar to open the innings 
because of his superior technique, there is 
no denying that his good buddy Tendulkar 
has stolen his thunder. Maybe even 
making him feel a little overshadowed. 

But Manjrekar Is a batsman of the highest 
calibre, with amazli^ confidence, grace 
and charm. He also possesses an excellent 
temperament which not too many 
cricketers obtain in an entire lifetime In 
short, Sanjay Manjrekar has a super 
abundance of qualities required to 
succeed in cricket. And the most 
important thing is that he knows it 

MirO’MaB.Sifdiiajr 











VpA OR those of U9 wilo ifte 
■ _ watchbig cricket and dis- 
B^lltke payii^taxes, March I 
I was qui^amemorableday, 
mkThou0i. it did seem a little 
unMr that eartter the Indiam 
had been undone by rain 
when sdieduled to play 
against a supposedty weaker 
aide and then lost to the 
supposed favourttea by a 
minute margin: also that Dr 
Manmohan Singh has refused 
to extend his liberalism to 
allow me to stay in my own 
house without paying for it. 

But, unlike Azhar, lam not 
complaining about the rules. 
They fire the same for all. 

On the other hand, if the 
Finance Minister had leaked 
the budget to me, I would 
certainly have informed the 
Indians that there were some 
incentives being considered 
forsportspeoplein the new 
order of things. It might have 
made that critical difference 
in the performance, an edge 
that has been missing this 
summer (or winter, 
depending where you are). 

And yet. one cannot think of 
any benefit that could accrue 









to the Indian cricketer since' 
not one that I know ofpays 
any taxon themon^he earns 
from the game, even though it 
may go into lakhs in any ffven 
accounUngyear. 

Nor do I see any cricket bags 
coming back with 
kilogrammedofgold (does it 
not seem that the boys have 
been away at least six 
months?) because It is now 
going to be pretty tou^ toget 
into the semi-finals, and if the 

Indians fade out against the 
weaker teams they can hardly 
expect a bonus from the BCCI 
or the many well-to-do 
Indtans living Down Under. 

Kapil Dev is, of course, not 
bothered (I'd better watch it 
here while J am still working 
for one of his companies). He 
has actually returned his 
remuneration for the World 
Cup to the BCCI, considering 
it a pittance not commensurate 
with the financial standing of 
the event. He has asked the 
President to donate his share 
to some appropriate charity. 

What he intends to do with 
the Rs 1 lakh (as the papers 
say) that is going to be 
presented to him. when he 
and Jadeja are to be honoured 
on their return i have not the 
foggiest But some nice guy did 
mention to me quietly that 
Pataudi was also in Haryana 
and that some octc^enarians 
were sure to remember that 


Kapil lias asked the BCCI to qive hi* 
remuneratioti (or this World Cup 
to chanty 
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fatherandl did captain the 
countjyin the dim past 
(though not simultaneousty 
as ivie were not playing 
hotkey) and since the wife 
refijses to work anymore and 
the son and daughter-in-law 
have yet to contribute to my 
welfare, maybe Mr Bhajan Lai 
might consider posing on a 
bit of Govt, kagesse this way. 

But I have not had the 
courage to ask and I don’t 
suppose the Haryana Chief 
Minister reads Sportsworld. 
More’s the pity. 

It was sad that it rained in 
Mackay (wherever that is) and 
not in the first game against 
England or against Australia 

at Brisbane. But the Indians 
willJust have to accept a 
couple of facts, no matter how 
unpalatable they are: that 
luck will tend to favour the 
better side and that this law 
does not apply td Imran Khan 
who is pretty well cormected 
with both terrestrial and extra 
terrestrial goddesses. 

So why should Azharuddin 
crib especially since he has 
come so close to winning 
(either almost getting there 
Snmr an impossible position or 
giving up die ghost having 
nearly got there) that even his 
most ardent fan will not 
accept that it was luck, die 
weather, or the umpires ^t 
India condnues to be denied 
herdue ,. 



Kambll can carry Ma own kKtiag, but can ha pull hia own walght? Wa 

hopaaol 

lam also fastrutmingout of thinking) but India can only 
suggestions, not that anybody hope that none of these teams 

listens to them, butlstill over-excels itself on thatday, 

continue to remain an Finally, must we keep 

optimist, even though India reminding the players and the 

■continues to play Shastri, management which hasb^n 

India had to get past Pakistan, a litde vague recentiy that this 

a task infinitely easier in Is a team game; and if it is 

Sydn^ than in Sharjah, and being played to nurse Individual 

.then beat the others it has yet egos, the BCjCI had better 

to meet. Fortunately these clamp down hard and fast, 

aides arenot the strongest and in some cases 

(yea. Ilmowwhatyou are permanently. • 














INTERVIEW 


IAN BOTHAM 





sroUTSWOMOt b It possible for you 
to objectively analyse youiMlf, your 
success, your crlcliet...T 

IAN BOTHAM; Well, I can tell you 
one thing, a lot of people try and 
make cricket a complicated game. 
And it’s not a complicated game. At 
the end of the day. cricket is very 
simple. The bowling side has got 
the ball and the batting side a bat. 
My attitude towards the game of 
cricket is very simple, I consider 
myself an entertainer. If 1 go out 
there and I enjoy it. be it batting. 
bowUi^ or fielding, if people see me 
enjoying it. then that's 
entertainment. You know. I get. 
bored very easily. So if I wasn't 
pla^ng well or wasn't hitting the 
ball or wasn't enjpjrlng myself I 
wouldn't waste people's money. No 
chance. 

Which mesns even after 1S years of 
hMemational cricket, you still enjoy 
playing th e aamef 

Oh. y<^. For instance, I want^ to 
play this World Cup veiy badfy.'I 
dldp't play the last one that was 
80 1 am really hun^thls 
bme. I think we're quite callable of 




' Mfhiliii llitt iMdil MottiwIlM fsr thit 


...the cricketer,the entertainer, 


the man. Botham is a mystery 


even to himself. An exclusive 


interview by 


GAUTAM BHATTACHARYA 


The motivation derived from the 
fact that we've never managed to 
win the World Cup. I mean. I've 
been a member of both the sides. 
One that lost in the '79 finals and 
the other, that couldn’t make it to 
the finals in'83. 

your WbrM Cup record, is compared 
to your Test match record, do^t 
seem to b« that lmprcstive.» 

No. butyoull have to keep in mind 
In most of the matches I batted at 
No. 6. When you bat at six. more 
often than not, you find yourself in 
either of the two situations. You are 
eitherlnatiOforfour after ISovers 
or you are in there at240 for four 
wiUi five overs to go. So this never 
seemed to be a happy medium. 













Statistically, my record (in 
one-dayers) may not look that 
impressive, but then f am the kind 
of person who doesn’t have much 
interest in statistics. I’ve never 
paid any interest to it. because 
statistics don't give you the full 
picture. 

An cndcss debate ^cs on about 
wfM Is the greatest all-rounder of 
them all—Kapil, bnrart, yourself or 
Hadlee. What is your opinion? 

Well, (thinks for a while) at the end 
of the day I would say that all of us. 
all four of us. have been good for 
each other. Four world class 
all-rounders at the same time 
means fierce competition. This 
competition motivates you to go 
beyond the limit, and when you’ve 
such people competing there’s 
bound to be intense rivalry. 
Because you’re always trying to 
outsmart the other three. But now. 
at the end of the day. I would say 
we’re the best of friends smd hope 
to be Ae best of friends for many 
year>A come. It’s a competitive 
gdi^e^d if you’re push^ to the 


maximum it is basically good for 
yourself. So as I told you. we’ve 
been good for each other. 

you have the image of a person who is 
very nide, one who is aiways taking on 
the authoritieSf caring two hoots for 

discipiine. On the other handr my 
personai experience tends to 
suggest that you have a good heart. 
Now, which one is the rcai Botham? 

Weli. (laughs) you’re talking about 
the British Press (laughs again). j 
Again it’s a very simple solution. 1 | 



Statistics don’t mean a diing. 

Bottiam enjoys playing erieket 
and biat’s wnera it ends 

can’t stop people if they want to 
write sorhething about me. That’s 
okay. But if they make it 
slanderous, then i sue. But as long 
as they restrict themselves to their 
personal opinions it doesn't bother 
me. People judge me ds 1 judge 
people. I judge people as I see them. 
1 don’t get affected by what I read 
about them, or what someone tells 
me. 

There is a theory that you would have 
been a greater cricketer, but for your 
diverse interests. This theory seems 
to indicate that you tacked the singte 
mindedness of some of your rtvais... 
No. 1 don’t agree with this notion at 
all. I don't think it is very wise to put 
all your e^s in one basket. And I 
have had to dedicate the first 10 
years of my professional career to 
cricket. I was extremely 
slnglemlnded then. Now the 
situation is different. I am 36. so I 
can’t play cricket for a long time; 
say another eight to ten years. So If 
I stop playing cricket at the 
international level what am 1 going 
to do? So I’ve had to start making 
plans for the future. 

You know you can’t please all the 
people all the time. If I had just 
concentrated on cricket without 
making any plans for the future 
even then, it would’ve been difficult 
to satisfy everybody. Th^ wouldVe 
still said. ‘oh. this was a very foolish 
thing to do. You must start making 
plans for the future, you should do 
this, you should do that.' 

How do you fonce your future 10 
years from now? 

Ten years from now? Well. I don't 
know what I’ll be doing two years 
from now. Hopefully I would still be 
playing cricket. After that I'll worry 
about the next lOyears. 

Wouklyou like to be associated with 
the gaaic In the ftiture? 

I don't think so. I don’t really know. 

I wouldn’t like to commit myself so 
early. I take liffas it comes. I've got 
my wife and children and 1 have to 
plan for them. Plus, I'vegotalotof 
other responsibilities. 

IbcHcve your son Liam Is coming UP 
very well. DeeshejMV* the potM^ 
to play for Inland? 

He is a very good cricketer and has 












the potential. But let us wait and 
see. 

In retrospect did you icsict the 
number of conttowcfsies you were 
Involvedin? 

(Laughs) No. not at all. 1 mean, 
some of the controversies have a lot 
of truth In them, some wry little 
truth, some have no truth at ail. In 
fact, most of them have no truth. So 
you don’t worry about It. At the end 
of the day. you realise the meaning 
of that sa)ing. all publicity is good 
publicity. I don't regret It In any way. 
you seem to have an image which is 
larger than life. Do you thMc at times 
you become a prisoner of that bnagcT 
In the sense that it puts you under lot 
of stress 

When you perform well you get 
publicity, your commercial ratings 
go up, but you don't do It 
consclously.thinklng that this 
would help me commercially and 
this won't. It is applicable for other 
professions as well. 

This larger than life image you're 


talking about is not my conscious 
creation. That's been created 
because I've done well on the 
cricket Held. It's been created by 
the people who write about me or 
by the common public. And I'm 
quite happy with it. I don't mind it. 
On a purely personal level how much 
does success mean to you? 

Well, success means everything 
and that's the only thing. I mean. I 







Botham is a 
winner all the 
way. Accord* 
ingtohim,he 
wouldn’t com* 
promise even 
if he played 
against his 
son, Liam; 


Bomam’a 
wHe, Kathy, 
has been hla 
anchor 
through 
every con* 
troversyhe 
has been 
involved In 


sbe no-point Jn doing an 3 rthing 
where I may come second, 
theoiy is. you don't compete vdiere 
you may come second. ^ whatever 
adUvities I take part in, I always 
stMve to become No. 1. 

Thare arc many who hcNevcyotthawt 
a sort of Dr JehyM and Mr Hydb khMf of 
(dud) personality. Again diere are 
many, who strong bdlcvc that tfs 
just Dr MeyU and nothing dsc. Tndng. 




to substantiate their argument, they 
put forward the Incident where you 
left Somerset Just because your 
friends Vhr and Oamer were asked to 
leave. According to them, basically 
you're a nice Moke taken for a ride by 
the ruthless world. Do you a^ree? 

As far as leaving Somerset went, 
yes. as Vlv Richards described 
them, there were lot of evil forces 
working in Somerset. But now at 
the end of the day, if you just look 
back at all the mistakes, or how 
you've been wronged in life, you 
don't achieve anything. You don't 
move forward. I prefer 
remembering the gqod things in 
life. You also remember the bad 
things to some extent, it's a 
learning process. But the most 
Important thing is. you've got to 
keep going forward. 

You said at the end of the day Ifs a 
learning P 10 CCSS.N 0 W what exactly 
have you learnt from lifcT 
What IVe learnt from life? I've 
learnt from life to enjoy. 

Aistci^oy? 

No. not just enjoy. Lots of other 
things. 

Ukc? 

Lots of thills. You need SO million 
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tapes to know the kind of things I've 
leamt from life. I've seen most of 
the world two or three times. 

Played cricket all around the world. 
I've friends all around the world, a 
wife and family, a nice home. What 
more do you want? 
you had written In your book that if 
you were to play against ydur then 
fourycar-old son, you would still 
want to wtoi. Poes your approach 
remain the same or has It mellowed? 
No. it's still the same. I still have the 
winning urge. I don't think you can 
cultivate this in anybody. You’ve 
got to be bom with it. I had it. My 
son is about the same. He has also 
got It. 

Did you have any sporting Idols, 
someone who inspired you to 
become better and better? 

Well, not Just sports, mostly I had 
and I still have idols from various 
walks of life. People from the music 
world, politicians, actors. Lots of 
them. 

Can you name one or two? 

Someone like Elton John. 1 admire 
him. I simply admire him. The man 
has been at the top for the last 20 to 
30 years. Then I admire people like 
the Rolling Stones. 1 admire people 
like Gorbachev. 

Why do you admire Gorbachev? 

These d^ he has become an 
anti-hero. The one and only hero Is 
....Yeltsin. 

Weil, in five years time th^ may 
again start saying. Gorbachev is a 
better guy. What the hell. To me. 
Gorbachev is the man 
instrumental in getting things 
moving. Like I've tremendous 
admiration for Mandela. 1 was 


*’If you jtttt lo^ jbadfe at 
all the inistakWwltoW 
you*ve 
life, you 

ih^ye forward, 
reihembeidiig miMMiiilr 
tliiwhilife^((^l 
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This to not ttw cross road of 
Botham’s life. Just another 
tondmark of charftiss hs has hsipsd 

extremely pleased to see South 
Africa coming back into 
international cricket I think in 
politics you can have a barrier, but 
why have that in sport? 

You know. 1 have a lot of heroes 
but they don't necessarily have to 
be famous people 1 have a friend of 
mine who is a cripple And I admire 
him I think, he is a hero Imean. 
everything is relative 
Do you have anylhins calted an 
Mcelogy? 

I believe in life you re not here for a 
longtime So be here for a good 
time One saying that I learnt in 
Australia, when 1 first came here in 
1976. and It has always stayed in 
my mind is that.‘this is life Sobein 
it Whatever goes by. be in it 
Do you feel youve bee n w ronge d by 
the English selectors to agraat 
catentT Eor a period of about t4 
months they never ptcked you? 

Well, as I told you. you can look 
back and feel bitter about things or 
you (»n look forward and get on 
wlthlife My theory is that Idoni 
lookback 

De^dte InvoMns yourself in so many 
diarltabie preje^ youlre still called 
a mercenary crtclietcr by seme 
people. Hew come? 

There’s Just one vmrd which 
answers this question It's a very 
simple word. Just one word It's 
called Jealous • 
































SPECIAL FEATURE 


D id you 
notice 
the 

unusual, 
if not 
unique 

feature ol the scorecards 
for the first 1 est between 
England and New 
Zealand at 

Christ! hurc h? I was not 
thinking of the fact that 
two New Zealanders 
were out for 99 which is 
stupid but by no means a 
Test match first nor to 
the fact that seven of 
England s XI were bom 
outside Britain 1 refer of 
course to the 
coincidental oddity that 
each side had a Smith 
and each side had a 
Pringle Players with the 
same name on either 
side is compai ativply 
common, especially in 
domestic cricket where 
two members of the same 
fzunlly may play for 
different teams but two 
players on each side 
sharing surnames in a 
Test is one ot these 
statistics whose arrival 
is well overdue In county 
cricket it is rare enough 
happening only once last 
summer when 
Warwickshii e played 
Hampshire in the 
NatWesl senu final and 
both teams had two 
Smiths on t hell side but 
In Test cricket the 
Chrlstchurc h match 
chalked up what looks 
like a first 
There are few more 
obvious ways ot 
troubling the sc orers 
and confounding the 
commentators Perhaps 
on^ the first Test 
between New Zealand 
and South Africa in 
1952-53 can rank with 
it, when each side had 
four players whose 
surname started with 
the letter M. South Afilca 
had McGlew, McLean, 


Wt^v99Mn1tim0ra 
oppMliHitach 
other for Autiralii 
andNewZeitofKI, 
Richardses for Weet 
Indies end Eoglend, 
Manns for Enoand 
and South Af^, 
and yet more Smithe 
for England and 
New Zealand end for 
England against 
Weetindiea 


Murray and Mansell, 
while the New 
Zealanders fielded 
Meull Miller, Mcxiney 
and Molr Thei« have 
been four players with 
the same Initial letter of 
their surname playing 
lor a Test side both before 
and since but there has 
only once been four of the 
same letter on each side 
Hobbs Hutchings 
HardstaiT and 
Humphries played 
together lor Enoand in 
1^8 for example and 
Hassett HolcvHarvey 
and Hill play^ for 
Australia in two matches 
of the Coronation series 
Hunte Holford, 

Hendriks and Hall were 
all picked for West Indies 


in 1966, and Hedley 
Howailh, two Hadlees 
and Hastings played for 
New Zealand in 1974 
These were the first 
examples my research 
threw up, y^lch leads 
me to wonder why the 
letter H hunts in packs it 
is possible that the 
selectors only had the 
E K telephone directoiy 
to hand and thus were 
limited in their options 
but there is no evidence 
that this policy is a 
vdnningone Australia 
lost the Ashes in 1953 
New Zealand won one 
and lost one against 
Australia in 1974 
Australia won two of the 
three 1908 matches 
against a fully aitched 
England and even West 
Indies lost one of the 
three Tests they played 
in 1966 with their four 
Hs The South African 
selectors enjoyed their 
bit of alpha^tical 
licence, though Their 
Ms made 379 of their 
side’s 524 runs but the 
New Zealand Ms were far 
less successful They 
made only 105 
The first instance of 
namesakes on either 
side in a Test match 
occurred in March 1889, 
at Port Elizabeth when 
Fred Smith kept wicket 


for South Africa against 
an England side 
captained by C A 
’Round tho Comer' 
Smith A few months 
earlier, ^mmy Woods of 
Australia and Hany 
Wood of England had 
had a near miss in this 
particular department, 
but it took a brace of 
Smiths to achieve a Test 
first Sir Aubrey also 
became the first man in 
Test hlstoiy to dismiss a 
namesake when he 
bowled F W for 7 in the 
first innings This Test, 
though was but the start 
of something much moi e 
complicated In 1892 
Enoand played South 
Afnca at Cape Town and 
the Heame family took 
over Three Heames 
played for England and 
one for South Africa 
There were more 
unrelated Smiths 
pla}1ng against each 
other in the Tnangular 
Tournament of 1912, 
when Tiger of England 
tame up against Dave of 
Australia At the Oval. 
Tiger caught Dave for 6 
off the bowling of Wooley 
to become the first 
person to dismiss his 
namesake in Test cricket 
on English soil Since 
then. Barnetts have 
crossed swords in 1938, 















and in the third Test. Ben 
of Australia (supported 
no doubt by fellow Bs 
Bradman. Brown and 
Badcock) caught Charlie 
of England in both 
innings. In the ilnalTest 
of tliat series, 
incidentally Australia 
played five Bs. as Sid 
Barnes made his debut. 
Between them, thqr 
made 215 runs In the two 
innings (with byes 
scoring an extra live), but 
England's three Hs 
(Hutton. HardstafT and 
Hammond) made 592 
out of903 for 7 and that 
was that. 

We’ve seen Turners 
opposing each other for 
Australia and New 
Zealand, Richardses for 
West Indies and 
England, Manns for 
England and South 
Africa (they both 
dismissed each other 
during the 1948-49 
series, but it was George 
catching Tufty which 
gave rise to John Arlott’s 
legendary comment 
alMut ‘Mann's 
Inhumanity to Mann), 
and yet more Smiths (T. 

P. B. andF. B. for 
England and New 
Ze^and and for England 
(D. V.) against West 
indies (O. G.). We've had 
names that rhyme (Lillee 
cWilleybDlllqr). and 
even amazing 
technicoloured opening 
attacks (Brown and 
White for England 
against Pakistan), but 
until this year, we had 
never seen two sets of 
namesakes in the same 
match. 

The Smith family are 
everywhere, of course, so 
it is no surprise that over 
the years more Smiths 
have been dismissed 
Smiths in Test cricket 
than ai^ other 
self-destructing name. 
But the Rrin^e dan has 



been less ubiquitous, 
and I note with glee that 
another of that name has 
been picked for the 
South African World Cup 


tongue-twisting 
problems encountered 
by Ray Illingworth and 
Jack Bannister last 
summer. 


JONATHAN RICE 
on the trbuble 


squad. Mqrnck of that 
ilk, of Western Province, 
is app&rently a fast 
bowler like his New 
Zealand and (sort oft 


If only Clive Rice had 
not been dropped by 
South Africa, maybe I 
could have persuaded 
the England selectors to 


namesakes in 
opposing teams are 


England colleagues, soil give me a chance... . • i ai 

‘Will make life easy for the P.S: In the finals of the CaUSUlg CnCKet S 


commentary team: ‘It’s 
Prince to take the new 
ball.' will apply in almost 
half the matches played. 


1990-91 World Series 
Cup. Australia fielded 
twin Waughs and two 
unrelated Taylors, while 


statisticians and 


Ifoilly Sri Lanka could both Australia and New SCOrcrS 

flndaPrtn|^easwell.tt Zealand had a Jones and 

would solve all the a Reid. wisdencsicketmonthly 
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HOP-A-LONG RHODES 


S OUTH AFRICA’S Jonty Rhodes must be the 
most outstanding fielder of the World Cup. 
Funnily enough, the sporting path that Rhodes 
has followed with great success was plotted out 
of necessity by a family Doctor before the South 
Afnc an sporting star had even reached his teens. 

Growing up in a town, an hour away from 
Durban, Rhodes was diagnosed as having mild 
reflex epilepsy, a condition where a simple 
kno( k to the head can cause concussion 
Suddenly for the youngster, whose father 
played representative rugby, heavy body 
contact sports were out. For life! The blonde 
youngster turned to cricket and hockey. There 
was ^so the occasional game of tennis and 
soccer, although the latter was quickly 
scrapped when he was warned not to head the 
ball. And now at 22, Rhodes has established 
himself as one of the most talented all-round 
sportsmen in the republic. 

Apart from winning a place in the team for the 
World Cup as a flamtx^ant middle order 
batsman and exceptional fielder, the university 



student is also on the squad of his country’s 
national hockey team. 

But despite Rhodes’ stature in South African 
sport, the cricket World Cup represents only the 
second occasion Rhodes has been outside 
South Africa "nie first was last year, when he 
upset a hock^ coach by taking a vreek off for 
holida)dng in Zimbabwe. But there was an 
occasion in 1983 when he was forced to 
withdraw from an overseas trip with the South 
African universities team after being called up 
to make his debut for the Natal cricket team. 
Rhodes realises that the prospect of 
international tours in tiie future means that 
time is drawing closer when juggling two 
sports—cricket in summer and hock^ in 
winter—will become intolerable. 

"I would still like to play hock^ for another 
four years and. maybe, try and rnake it to the 
Olympics next time, but if I have to make a 
decision, cricket will alvrays be first,” says 
Rhodes. 

TUFF GETS GOING 

I F JONTY RHODES is considered the best 
fielder in the tournament, then English 
left-arm spinner Phillip Clive Roderick 
'Tuftiell is fighting to win the title of the “worst 
fielder’. 'There’s a joke among the English team, 
that it's best to have Tufneli bowling from both 
ends, not because he is such a great bowler, but 
because that will make sure you don't have to 
hide him on the field. 

His walk with feet splayed at 'ten-to-two'. 
might not be that of a champion athlete, but he 
is a character in a sport of too few and also one of 
the better spin bowlers in the world today. 

Last summer in Australia he was subject to 
intense crmvd baiting for his hftpless Adding, 
but he says he has returned as a better bowler 
and fieldsman. At a time when the number of 
Tests won ty spin bowling has falloi to one 
evety two years. Tufneli has taken five mr more 
wickets tn an Irmings in successive Tests 
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PhilTufn«ll: He is a character In 8 game where 
there are very few 

against the West Indies, Sri JitaAka and New 
Zealand. "I'm Just the same old cricketer and the 
same old bloke. I haven't changed myself." says 
•the Tuff cookie. 

"I wnsrked hard to take wickets after I was 
dropped. I have also worked hard on my fielding. 
1 did cop it a bit from the crowd last summer but 
that's all part of the game. For my bowling. I now 
follow the theory that 'the harder they hit you 
the slower you should bowl." says TUfnell. 

His recent success in Tests against New 
Zealand just prior to the World Cup triggered a 
landslide of acclaim in his homeland. His 
Middlesex mentor. John Emburey days. Tufnell 
will play lOOTest matches, "and that means he 
is quite capable of beating Derek Underwood's 
record of296 wickets, the most an En^ish 
spinner." 

A tabloid trumpeted. 'When the going 
gets tough. Tuff gets going." And the story titles, 
"20 things to send you spinning over 'tough' nut 
Phil" revealed that Tufnell used to have a skin 
head haircut, ponytail and earring and was the 
MCC's Young Cricketer of the Year in 1984. Ian 
Botham had predictedbefore the World Cup 
that Tufnell would win England the World Cup. 
Let's wait and see. 

GOWER’S BACK! 

I F former English cricket captain David 
Gower cant be a memba* of one of the best 
teams in the world on the pitch, hell settle 
for being in the best team ofl^t. Gower still 
inaintalns that he is in contention for the 


England team, but la nowin Australia as a guest 
commentator for Chaimel 9 having been 
snubbed ty the selectors and left out of the 
English side for the World Cup, 

Despite his obvious disappointment. Gower 
is pleased to be in Australia; to be part of what he 
calls the best cricket coverage in the world. 

David Qowar: Hia chancaa for a plaea In tha 
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Gower was in Australia a year ago, for Tests and 
says, "I thouf^t 1 had a pretty g(^ series and on 
the strength of that thought I had some sort of a 
chance to be included in the team.” 

"But rm not. so 1 have to get on with things 
and I'm glad Channel 9 have invited me out." 

The blonde and handsome cricketer is no 
stranger to fellow commentators Richie 
Benaud. Greg and Ian Chappell and Tony Grelg. 
"1 know Richie quite well. He has interviewed me 
on air many many times and IVe had countless 
chats with him on*the fleld,” says Gower. "I've 
. played against both Chappell brothers in Tests 
and one day intemation^s. 

Gower also has plenty of broadcasting 
experience back in England. "On radio, one has 
to remember that the audience can't see the 
action and you have to describe it without 
leaving any dead air time. On television 1 have to 
keep myself from over-calling because the 
audience can see what's happening. But it is all 
good fun and good experience too.” 


A BOON FOR AUSTRALIA 

O PENING batsman David Boon, the 
Tasmanian kerbstone propping up 
mainland Australia is delaying surgery to 
a bad knee until after the World Cup is over. The 
proliHc Boon's three Test centuries, two limited 
over hundreds and flve half centuries this 
season are all the more remarkable considering 
he has been troubled tty a right knee injury 
sustained in a game of indoor soccer. 

"It's sore each day, but I will play every game 
in the cup." says Boon. One of the few Aussies 
who are ^rforming consistently. His run out in 
the game against ^uth Ahlca started 
Australia's doom. But when wicketkeeper Heaty 
couldn't resume his duties behind the stumps 



David Boon Is not just a good batsman but is also 
getting critical acclaim as a wickatkaeper 

when South AlHca batted, everyone was tossing 
up as to who would be wearing the pads and 
gloves: Jones, and Border were favourites. But 
surprise of surprises David Boon emerged with 
them on. "One performer and ten stand byes," 
commented one wag. No wonder Bill O'Reity has 
been criticising Allan Border for two successive 
defeatsX>'Reily suggested that if Border is burnt 
out. he should hand the captaincy to Boon. 

C o mp llsa by AaSy O'BHsb 
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T he first week of 
the World Cup 
raised a Cew 
questions about the 
recent international 
Initiatives taken on 
short pitched bowling 
and the on-the-ileld 
conduct of cricketers. 
These were two of the 
sensitive issues 
addressed by the 
Internationa Cricket 
Council last year. 
Stifier restrictions 
vwre imposed ag^st 
intlmidatoiy bowling 
in general and 
bouncers in one-day 
cricket, vdiilethe 
introduction cd match 
referees was seen as a 
deterrent to declinbig 
standards of 
on-the-fleld 
behaviour. 

Butthese 
tionsare 


applied. Some 
indents in the World 
Cup suggest that 
much thinking is stUl 
tube done, Australian 
Wif^qdkeeperlan 
Hekl^ was guilty of a 
phdn dinem dissent 

oh Q41iiiagh)'ennot 
out by Bwi«t;UQ 9 >lre’ 


? t>iv 


tltat moment were : \ 
trained on Heafy, am 
hhaa&rhoin ' 
unMemishedreoiird . 
aa far as behaviour is 
cmr^emed.jNo report 
was. however, made. 
to the mat^ referee. . 
who took no action 
hlmsdf. Adfatasbeim 
episode thus passed 
unpunished and a 
precedent was set. 

I^eteesareonfy 
going to be useful u 
they are more dsan 
mere wall hanging. 






TbatlsadiytheWeiaa 

^pcomjsromisehf 


tol^jobaa. 
match itfereea At 
mchgtaie Is aimi^ 
counter prOd.iicdve. 

The fttOUdns Jtist 
dontstt^ there. 
When Cw^ Ambrose 
arss bowling to Javed 
Miandad. the clause 
of short pitched 
bowling aias used to 
the l^ter. The trouUe 
was that Mlandad wds 
aeekingquldc runs 






audlhamoQientof' ' 
^rustratioh. j^yed ah 
qcix^battcabbtaiSw 
baUa^ 

' shbutderhjl^. 
Miandadhitit 
straij^t to point 
where Carl Hooper 
took a simple catch, 
theiimpire called Tib 
bair and Mlandad 
could only grin in 
relief. Andmose mi the 
other hand looked 
angty and puzzled. 

‘ The umpire was li^t 
hi his caB, but the 
rule. When so apidibd 
' Is a nonsense. Quite 
vdiatthe 


incldentin the losing 
run chase t^aoltical 
tdiff hanger of aganae* 

' dbds'hotbear''- 
H'k^mbsqifheibodfydtd 


it - J 
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ch^a^Auiftralttda \ 
CridietEfaiiird 
; Dp^tNdtton. tothe 
in’ppoaalttfiu^frai 

^ tnnplre^ in Te«t»; 
n^, deaplfeetlic 
jtpproyalttfihvWotld 
Ch^mteml^ all the 
eaptaina 

partidpEUing In the 
toumaiDent.There 
have been 8(»ne veiy 
poor decision's in the 
iirst half of the World 
Ci4>. but most 
captdhs »dd that 
fh^ feel comfortable 
with the conceptof 
neutral unq>ir^. 

No captain has 
caitlcised the 
umii^ilnginsptteaf 
sdhedrttKlftil 
dMlslohs. I'm quite 
happy^dtiCsaid < 
/Ulan Bordor, "It was 
/used beforear^t 
think eveiyonbaeeinar 


' vbe^(i^siQii8ali|i^ 'i. 
.'nppmal: ’ ' * 

■cV^rtii^ii8a'di«a@n^]|ri' ’ ^■ 
^;i|^'be|inilAbf. -■ . > - 
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-mat 
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■bad," safd l&^fcT; 
.^eiwefa.' whoii«.fidj|^C 

il^ £^0f th^'// 
<^«]ilpg.t»mpalgrt; 

itfbddneCsm^me; - 
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tnisineM consultants 
bdrtdbytfaeBpardr. ^ * 
a^foundUliaifthe 
>‘hlne<natlon ■ v- 
^h^unuOnent wmdd 
dxoMdmpredian - 

,■■ 

.'These cadcuhit^^ : 
httyie beanlNHied^''-’ 

. thc.^fo^ln^^onof' 
nine hd^lon dcrilers of 
.ovina^'’ex{Mnknhin^;. 
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^Uwbl^^t,’'. -j-v: 

iaianciallmpacl ' > , 
couldocnnefrom'/ >' 

. 'tndirectbei!|eSta..the ' 
research goeson tp;-" /' 
• showthattoreveiy' 
Austr^tanddlar / / 
spentlnadverUaing < 
overseas, the Aussie^ ' 
economy can receive 
around $ 60 b«;k hi 
foreign tourism 
>. expc^ture. "The 
extensive media 
coverage ofthe World 
Cupfonebltllon . ' 

I- vlew«ain29 
countries, dopUnafed 
bylndlal.canbe ; 
expected to havea 
similar hiqiact to < 
manymiOiiQaisof ; ' « . 

doUaans of direct 
timulsmaidMeittsh^," / ' 
theix^prtst^. 

ineatahUshfogt^, >/. . 
totaloyeraUecontHnlc'r c 
' folpact.theitu^ •* ' 
estimates that W ' V 
everydalUtfapeittQfr -V. 
the tournament ' , /. . 
almost two ddhus V 

he generated in the/ 

natkmalecoiiain/t.-/''- . 
anioyntafMmitj^'' 
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T wenty-two 

years 

aj{o.the 

^uth 

Africans 

were 

considered the best 
cricketers in the world 
That was when cricket 
matches were played in 
daylight, international 
matches took longer 
than a day, all players 
wore white, cigarette 
company logos could not 
be painted on stadium 
tuiir But then humanity 
stepped in The world 
dug in its toes over 
apartheid and the West 
Indies took over as 
champions 
At this World Cup, 
where South Alrican 
sport seems to have 
iormally reconciled with 
the world, their white 
bowlers showed that 
they had even learnt the 
black West Indian way of 
celebrating 

success—the high fives 
Alter so many years in 
the wilderness, eveiyone 
was wondenng, would 
the South Africans be 
Rip Van Winkled?Thelr 
Inauguial November 
tour of India after a gap of 
22 years indicated that 
they were crealqr and 
perhaps not up to the 
standards that ttie 
modem game 
demanded But having 
seen their troops under 

High FIvMlTha South 
Africans may iMvo 
apentai years In axlla, 
out ara still in touch 
with current trends 
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fioon and Marsh mMt 
foradaaparatapow 
wow»Aflaftortaat 
putting up a fight wara 
atowiy and alaadlly 
abortad 

Ore 1(1 India, It seems that 
the %uth Africans made 
a tactical retreat to 
regroup their forces and 
reconsider strategies. 

Now the descendants 
of South Africa's lost 
cricketing generation 
have spru^ back to 
actually be considered 
as dangerous opposition 
and perhaps even 
potential wlimers. 

Basil D'Oliveira ended 
up playing 44 Tests for 
En^and. despite having 
been brought up playing 
on pitches in his native 
South Africa. His only 
sin was that he was not 
white. The sound of the 
current phrase. 

"selection on merit" 
would be music to his 
ears and with 30 million 
people to draw from. 
South Africa—4f initial 
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Once sporting outcasts, South Afnca have bridged the gap between 
themselyes and the rest of the world with their opening World Cup 
campaign. However, the countiy has yet to reject the tenets of 
apartheid. ANDY O’BMEN predicts the consequences of this move 


Till? 

IfllL 

BLES 


indications are anything 
to go by—could soon be 
drawing up a ‘new world 
order'in cricket. 

When you think about 
it. it's a remarkable feat! 

Take, for InsUmce, 
your average cricket fan 
and teU him that his 
countiy won't be allowed 
to play official 
international cricket for 
the next21 years. Take 
the best 20*year-(dd 
cricketer you know and 
break the same news to 
him. It's a predicament 
too ^aatly—ImpoaMble 
rea%toeven 


contemplate. Yet South 
African cricket has had 
to serve this lengthy 
sentence. Worse still, its 
cricketers went into 
isolation in 1970. not 
knowing how long they 
would remain there. 

Little did the 
21-year-old Cltve Rice 
know.sdienhewas 
selected to tour Australia 
in 1971. that his dream 
would be crushed: that 
he would be 42—and 
trsglcaUy too old—before 
that opportunity rose 
again. 

"The worid heaped 
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8com upon us," says top 
South African sports 
witter Rodn^ Hartman, 
'when we whooped it up 
over a series of rebel 
tours, accusing us of 
trying to uphold the 
politics of apartheid 
entertaining mercenary 
cricket bands Maybe 
they were right. But 
really all we wanted was 
to play cricket; all we 
want^ to feel was the 
thrill of competing 


Internationally. Maybe it 
was our way of 
attempting the Great 
Escape. Through It all. 
we knew that we were 
Just kidding ourselves." 

Graham Gooch and 
Mike Gattlng took 
English teams: 

Lawrence Rowe his West 
Indians; and Kim 
Hughes the Australians. 
"But." continues 
Hartman, "they were not 
England, they were not 


Spinnar Omar Henry: One 
of the meet teienied 
Mack erleketwo In 
South Afrieefhe is not 
e regular in the 
newekle ^ 

West Indies, th^ were 
not Australia. Th^ were 
Just some blokes viho 
helped ease our 
desperation; like a 
prison outing for the 
Inmates. We then began 
realising that there was 
something far more 
wrcmgwith our country 
than the trifling 
headache of sporting 
Isolation. While we were 
wallowing in self pity at 
not being allowed to play 
Test cricket, there were 
thousands of black 
youngstraa who had 
been denied a chance of 
ever representing their 
coimtty because of the 
colour of their 

skins.suddenly we 

knew why the world had 
rejected us. And 
suddentywe knew the 
world was rl^t after all. 
So we tried to put things 
right. South AiMcan 
cricket has done 


something ttmt sljould 
have been done 20. or 30 
mr even 40 years a^o, But 
still It has been done at 
last.” 

For Wesaoio, the World 
Cup In Australia hao 
boon a homaeoming 
of aorta 





THE SHINE WEARS OUT 


South Africa 

learnt soon enough that second 
rate shows would not be 
_ entertained _ 

S OUTH AFRICAN Radio has lost its inlUal 
exuberance ever since the day their 
illustrious countrymen, the South African 
cricket team (alias, the Springboks) brough 
glory and honour to their country 
South Africa's lethal weapon, their much 
vaunted pace attack was vastly neutralised In 
their very next match against the Kiwis. With 
Martin Crowe coming In to his own in this World 
Cup. mainly as a strategist par excellence, the 
South Africans fell cheapty. Crowe's pl(^ of 
introducing a spinner—Dtpak Patel—^m the 
opening over Itself, totally foxed Kepler Weasels’ 


men. This unorthodox but effective tactic 
yielded a paltry 190 runs in 50 overs, score 
which New Zraland knocked up for the loss of 
three wickets and with 16 overs to spare. The 
lesson had been driven home: South Africa had 
come to terms with reality, the sheen which 
their unit had acquired after defeating Australia 
had started to wear oflTimmedlatety. 

Their inexperience showed again when thty 
went into their third match against Sri Lanka, at 
Wellington. South Africa managed to 
improve on their score—thty managed 195 in 
50 overs—but that rms not enough to see them 
throu^. Sri Lanka managed to knock up the 
winning runs in a well phased out manner and 
cruised home with time wickets to sjiare. 

Somewhere along the line, there is alesson 
that is to be learnt. The Sou^ Africans are 
realising that 21 yearsin the wilderness means 
the lesson will take a kmg time to be leamt. 












And now, despite th« 
strong surge theyVe 
come back with, 
Hartman says, "we are 
not yet back In world 
cricket We have only 
arrived It's true that 
South Africa has an 
all-n4iite teain for the 
World Cup. but It was not 
because the government 
said so Winor lose, the 
greatest victory of all Is 
that forthefh^ttlmeln 
ny lifetime, black South 
/^cans are proudly 
supporting a natloiial 
cricket team abroad ' 


nation wascnraptured 
ly^thevlctoiy. l^e^ent 
F.W.deKlerk. 
Interrupted hIs weekly 
caMnet meeting to send 
a telegram to team 
captain Kepler Wessels 
Radio stations broke into 
normal programmes to 
announce the result at 
about midday load time 
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In Pretoria, Flnwicteil 
markets went cm hrdd. 

Yet even as the 
evenltig was spent in 
celetnation of a historic 
victory, over a dozen 
blacks were killed in 
oveml^t racial violence 
Blacks condernned Ihe 
killings, vdilch were part 
of a wave of unrest which 
clatmed 64 black lives, 
saying "Our people are 
clying on the streets and 
yet all the white people 
talk about Is a cricket 
match Howcanth^ 
erqiect us to be patriotic. 


However, for all his 
pragmatism. Hartman’s 
last (dalm is somewhat 
cqptimlstlc After South 
Africa beat World Cup 
hosts and fovourites 
Australia, a thrilled 
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his antl-apartheld 
policies, has called for a 
referendum over his 
reform policies The 
referendum, which 
■ml^t decide the 
immediate future of the 
republic and may even 
return South Africa to Its 
previous evil ways. Is 
scheduled for March 15 
And if South Africa 
perchance make the 
semi-finals of the World 
Cup. they will be playing 
thmdayrslato' 

In fact, de Klerk has 
made pc^tlcal capital 
out of South Africa’s win 
over Australia With his 
diplomatic eyre fricused 
on the forthcoming 
referendum, he called j 
the win. "a victory for all j 
of us over years of 
isolation and rejection." 
and warned that If the 
{xo-apartheld 
conservative party won 
the ceferendum, die 
country would return to 
the sporting wilderness. 

wnth that bring a 
possibility before Aterch 
25, the impUcatlons are 
not very encouraging for 
the World Cup. Cfr the 
Soud> African team 
We all know that the 
South Africans are back. 

Ouesaoals.apetiiey / 


heretostay?# 












Time To Put 
B^kesOo 


I N a generation of athletes, 
where the physical norm is 
suitcase-size shoulders and 
legs borrowed from Conan 
the Barbarian, Goran Ivanisevic • 
fits in like a anorexic at a sumo 
wrestler's convention. 
Stringbean-thin with a famine 
victim's arms, for a fella 6-fi. 4-in 
tall he weighs a ridiculous 73 kgs. 
Yet, last fortnight, he won the 
Curocard Classic in Stuttgart 
mainly by virtue of 105 aces (an 
average of 21 per match), which 
makes you stop and wonder. Or 
lake Richard Krajicek, also 6-ft 
4-in. also under-weight at 79 kgs. 

. who serves at the sweet speed of 
207 kmph. Since it's not what they 
eat. you reckon it could be some 
alien power? Well, sort of. Actually 
it’s something called the 
wide-bodied racket. 

The racket revolution, and its 
contribution towards making 
tennis as close to a bloodsport as 
possible, has been well chronicled. 
Get hit on the nos^: by a Becker 
overhead these days, and you'll 
wake up to Saint Peter calling the 
score. Now you know why 
equipment manufacturers sell 
their rackets with ‘join the arms 
race' and 'lethal weapon' as their 
advertising lines. Tennis, as if you 
didn't know, has gone violent. 

Ever since graphite took over 
from metal and wood and 
Becker-brute force replaced 
McEnroe-touch. the^me has, 
more than marginally, lost its 
spectator appeal at the 

105 acas in flva malehM makes 
Ivanlaavie a tough, but boring guy 


The ra cket 
revolution is 
destro3dng 
tennis, and 
it’s gratifying 
that the 
game’s 

administrator! 
are finally 
beginning to 
get serious 
about 
stopping it 
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professional level. As Edbei^g, who 
was Ivanisevic's final victim, put it. 
"It’s a Uttle sad if you don’t see any 
rallies", 'typical Swedish 
understatement—flo rallies is not 
"a little sad", it is disgraceful. What 
happens at Wimbledon, at present 
is a frightemng parody of what the 
game actually is. 

Solutions to this profusion of 
power play have been half-hearted 
and often improbable—ranging 
from allowing only one serve to 
shortening the service box to 
serving from behind the baseline to 
returning to the old foot fault rule 
that requires one leg to remain on 
the ground during impact. 

But why change the 
rules—Instead, bar the 
wide-bodied racket. 

TTie Association of Tennis 
Professionals (A'TP) who run the 
men's tour, are obviously 
concerned, enough at least to hold 
a seminar on March 20 entitled 
The Speed of the Game". ATP’s 
European Head. Richard Ev^s. 
recently told the The Times, 

London that 'Certainly it (banning 
the wlde-body) will be one of the 
things that we will be looking at. 
'fhere is a strong feeling that the 
game is suffering because cf the 
Increase in power. Our concern is 
that spectators should get their 
money's worth and there is no 
reason why a change which we 
made, fur example, should affect 
any other parts of the game." 

The ATI’ is getting serious simply 
because there is widespread 
discontent among the players. 
John McEnroe has 
understandably been critical: less 
harsh, but equally concerned Is 
Becker: and recently even Michael 
Stich, of the stinging serve, went as 
far as saying. "I think these rackets 
are destroying tennis. If it was up to 
me. I would like to go back to the old 
wooden rackets and play real 
tennis". 

While equipment manufacturers 
may balk at such a ban. it would 
probably be only at the 
professional level, fen: the 
wlde-body has been tremendously 
successful in making the average 
club hack into a better player. One 
avenue of escape for the 
manufacturers is, of course, by 
changing the nature of the ball, for 



POINT OF VIEW 


The Slazenger Panther. 

UNLEASH THE POWER 


UNI t ASH rut »•' ’.VI 


while racket have become more 
powerful, tennis balls have also 
become harder and fa.ster. As Boris 
Becker commented at the 
Australian Open. *Tve also seen in 
the past year that the balls are 


In a generation of 
athletes, where the 
physical norm is 
suitcase-size shoulders 
and legs borrowed from 
Conan the Barbarian, 
Goran Ivanisevic fits in 
like a anorexic at a 
sumo wrestler’s 
convention 
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getting quicker and quicker and 
That doesn’t help". 

So. are soft balls the answer? 
Yes. feels Eklberg’s coach Tony 
Pickard. "Take the pressure out of 
the ball", he says. "Then the 
players won’t be able to hit the ball 
so hard and they will have more 
Ume to react berause the balls 
won’t come off the court so quickly”. 

With so many options available 
now, the game’s administrators 
have no excuse to dither. The sport 
requires a transfusion of sense, 
and it needs it now. Otherwise next 
time you watch Becker play Stich. 
don’t sneeze. 'That’s about how 
long one of their rallies lastl 














Batting was like 
second nature to 
me, I never had to 
make any special 
effort to swing the 
bat straight with my 
head down and eyes 
fixed on the ball. It 
was like an innate 
skill that, fortunately 
enough, found foil 
expression because 
he changed his 
mind and chose 
cricket over all other 
games 



H Ehadthat 

unmistakable 
physical 
stamp—the 
ease and fluidity which 
thou^notveiy 
spectacular, afways 
promised that, at 
request or need, he could 
launch himself with the 
speed and Aline grace of 
a big cat. 

Not that he is 
enormously big, not even 


it 















strongty-built, or 
square-shouldered or 
deep-chested wlUt an 
impressively povrerful 
bo^ Rather he looked 
very ordlnaiy. even frail 
at times, withastrange 
mist of sadness luild^ 
about his bearded face, 
moist QFes Yet there 
was always an inherent 
purposefulness about 
him that manifested 
itself the instant he 


walked out of the 
pavilion. <»ie of his 
wicketkeeping gloves 
tucked ut^er hto arm, 
his cap at a hint of an 
ai^e Immediately, he 
was identifiable as a man 
adio meant business 
Th«e can be little 
doubt that his 
businesslike ease 
stemmed latgei^ from 
his natural his 
almost Innate athletic 


nlinUeness--that could 
have helped him excel at 
any game he cared to 
play 

In fact, as ayoungster 
he was a badminton and 
squash player of 
consideraUe prowess, 
despite a long and rich 
fan^ tradition in 
cricket Dujon's father 
wasaregular 
wicketkeeper-batsman 
in domestic cricket His 


elder brother, in £act. 
was selected to the West 
Indian squad, thou^ 
never actually pbyed to 
them, due to his medical 
studies. And so, Jeff 
Dujon. driven as if by 
some inexorable fwce. 
soon veered back into the 
family fold, taking to 
cricket and plunging 
deeper and deeper into it. 
rediscovering the 
potential crfhis natural 
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athleticism m a game 
that ran m the family 
It was obvious that 
Oujon never iound 
himself ill at ease in his 
new’ game because, 
from the very beginning, 
he knew what his destiny 
was The finesse and 
confidence with which 
he unelded his'squash 
racket came in handy in 
handling the cricket bat 
in whipping It in a fiuid 
easy style that was 
eventually to fete h him a 
massive 3322 runs 
And Dujon knew it was 
bound to happen 
Batting was like second 
nature to me, he soon 
realised 1 never had to 
makj* any special efiort 
to swing the bal straight 
with my head down and 
eyes fixed on the ball It 
was like an innate skill 
that, fortunately enough 
found full expression 
because he t hanged his 
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Goaywiere Anytime VmEadeMX whetheryou 
maiangasteepwinkiginounanfoadlori^jpttrg 
dcrniahighmyorjuaweamgyfxjrvaytiirou^aty 
tra^-youcani^ontheExKleMXrangeofMo 
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mind and chose cricket 
over all other games. 
Because he knew it 
would come so easily to 
him. "So." as he said, "it 
was my destiny." 

But more than destiny 
it was his own utility as a 
cricketer that has all 
along been uppermost in 
his mind. And he was 
keen to enhance it all the 
time. 

"Wicketkeeping was 
not so much a passion to 
me as batting, but once I 
was seriously into 
cricket. 1 didn't want to 
take any chances. There 
are so many batsmen, I 
mean great batsmen in 
West Indian cricket, and 
even though 1 was doing 
well as a batsman, I 
wanted to make n^self 
more useful, and I chose 
wicketkeeping simply 
because I knew my 
fitness and athletic 


training would come in 
handy." 

it did, as Dujon turned 
out to be a most 
dependable 
wicketkeeper facing a 
battery of devastatingly 
fast West Indian bowlers. 

Obviously, it entailed a 
lot of jsaln. broken 
fingers, strained 
ligaments, but Oujon 
knew it was the price he 
had to p^y. and so to him 
it was something "you 
have to grin and bear." 

"I don't think there are 
very many 

wicketkeepers around 
who could stand up to 
that test for a long period 
of time. They are not 
used to it." 

But Dujon soon grew 
used to it. and to be so he 
took no chances.. 

. He rigorously went 
through the grind of 
Otness programmes. 



i^ored all the 
p^chologlcal blows that 
come with Injuries, and 
to make himself 100 per 
cent sure, even designed 
his own erjulpment. 

This, undoubtedy. 


was professionalism at 
its very besf. 

"I designed my 
wicketkeeping ^oves 
myself. The company 
which sponsors me 
allowed me to design my 
own gloves. I designed 
iny own padding inside 
the gloves. The inner 
gloves...! mean. 1 have 
done that in order to 
protect the soft spots of 
my hands." 

But more important 
than the protective 
measures he adopted, it 
was his inclination to 
brave danger, the sheer 
Jc^ of doing something he 
believed he was certain 
to excel at that kept the 
adrenalin flowing: 
"Taking that kind of pace 
day in day out is not 
pleasant. But there is a 
saUsfactlon too. The fact 
that I have managed to 
do it for such a long time 















Is a great sourt e of pride 
lor me It sail part of 
what I want* d to be A 
good (I u kett I and that s 
all 

Ironically howf\ei It 
was his batting (which 
brought him to 11 k ket) 
that paid the prU e for his 
flair for wicketkeeping 
which Oujon always 
insisted was his 
'•secondaiy Choic e 
Because I keep 
wickets. I bat fairly low 
down the order The 
opportunities forgetting 
big scores have not been 
as many as I would have 




liked But I still seek a lot 
ol satisfaction from the 
fact that I am part of a 
great < rtcket team, a 
cri( ket heritage And! 
don’t mind doing 
anything that serves the 
cause of West Indian 
cricket I come from a 


culture where team 
interest comes much 
before individual likes 
and dislikes 
There was this school 
of thought that tries to 
belittle Dujon’s 
achievements as a 
wicketkeeper t>y pointing 
out that he never had to 
stand up to many 
genuine spinners, 
especially off spinners 
who th^ say provide the 
ultimate test for the man 
behind the stumps 
True. West Indian 
cricket in Dujon s time 
did not have anyone to 
weave the magic of 
genuine spn But Dujon 


always had his faith 
entrenched in the task 
he had at hand, and was 
never really bothered 1^ 
criticism 

IUiinkit(keepingto 
spin bowling would have 
been physically more 
taxing but physical 
prowess. 1 mean fltness. 
has always been the 
secret of niy success. So 
even against spin. I'm 
sure 1 would have been 
equally successful." And 
one agrees because he 
never really lacked in the 
basic qualities of a 
sportsman or for that 
matter cricketer or even 
just an ordinary man 
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ln«19t7nMl«h 
that penchant for 
perfection. JefTDujon 
proved It beyond aU 
doubts In whichever Odd 
he operated: batting, 
wicketkeeping, and evert 
the flerce world of 
marketing from where he 
earned a major share of 
his living, working for the 
business giants. Shell. 

JefTDujon perfected 
his cricket, the art of 
selling, and even the i 
time to call it quits. West j 
indian cricket is now in a 
state of transition, with 
an entire generation of 
established stars 
bidding fareweil. and 
iDujon knew his time had 
come. His departure 
would surety create a 
vacuum in the already 
depleted strength of 
Caribbean cricket, but 
Uiat‘8 something Time 
will heal. Jeff Oujon is 
leaving with his honour 
intact. • 
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Names don’t mean a thing and 
Bugs Bunny proved it by winning the 
Invitation Cup 


I MAGINE naming a horse 
Bugs Bunny and a filly at 
that. Next the Indian 
racing circuit will soon be 
having Elmo Pudds and 
Daily Ducks because if a 
filly named Dugs Bunny could win 
the Classic Indian TUrf Invitation 
Cup then why not Bugs Bunny’s 
comic strip friends? 

Business tycoon Vijay Mallya 
was all smiles us he led Bugs 
Bunny into the winner’s enclosure 
after her xlctory and by then the 
curiosity had got the better of me. 


so I asked him why and how he had 
named her Bugs Bunny? 

Pat came the answer. "She’s a 
small filly and around the time 1 
bought her my friend and racing 
manager. DIcIqi' Shlvendra Singh 
said or did something that irritated 
me. Dicl^ looked a bit like Bugs 
Burmy so to put him In his place I 
told him that I was going to name 
the new filly Bugs Bunny." Quite 
an anecdote. 

Kalamarls, Ratashakarup, 
winning tha Spnntars Classic 
Cup from Swaatar Than Honey 


Fortunately Mallya felt that 
Dicky Singh reminded him of Bugs 
Bunny because rabbits certainty 
go at quite a clip. Bugs’ friends on 
the other hand Elmo Pudd and 
Dafty Duck, would never have 
managed because while the former 
has enormous flat feet, the latter as 
his name suggests walks like a 
duck. 

The Bangalore Turf Club played 
host to the most important 
weekend on the Indian racing 
calendar and if India lost a thriller 
on that first Sunday of March in 
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Australia, well, the Classic Indian 
Turf Invitation Cup 1992 had 
everyone chewing what little was 
left of their nails ^ the time it was 
all over 

Trainer Rashid Byramji had 
done It for the second successive 
year and Jock^ Pesl ShrolThad 
chosen correctly this time after 
having missed out last year In 


Madras when he saw Plggott win 
on Delage while he finished a 
couple of lengths behind on 
Stai^reBoy 

Nine fillies and Just three colts 
lined up to face the starter at the 
2400m marker for what was the 
most Important race of their lives 
Sponsored for the 4lh year in 
succession by ITC Ltd this Grade 



PmI Shroff aatrldo Buga Bunny 
winning the Claeslo Indian Tun 
InvKatton Cup ih a elosa finish 

T Invitational Classic had in Its 
line up the winner of the Indian 
Derby in Bombay, Astonish, the 
Bangalore Winter Derby heroine 
Bugs Bunny the South India 
De^y victor My Pet, the winner of 
the Calcutta and Golconda Derf^ 
namely Romantic Memories and 
Classic Style, and Flirting Vision 
the Bangalore Summer Derby 
'Vinner Ifeveryou could label a 
race as a Classic for champions, 
welUhis was it and from amongst 
them would emerge the 
undisputed king or queen of the 
1991 92 racing season 
Breaking evenly from the gates 
the pace was hot from the word ‘go’ 
1 reasure Flower and Star Of 
Fashion played the role of 
pai emakers to the hilt, and the 
field travelled the first half mile at 
an Incredible clip 
Classic Style,the less fancied fl% 
from the ^ramjl stable,vras in 
third place while the Bombay filly 
La Bonne Vie was about two 
lengths behind her The Indian 
Deity winner Astonish iras In fifth 
place and keeping him company 
was the South India Derby winner 
My Pet. Bugs Bunny was tucked In 
Just behind while FUrtlng \^sion 
with Robin Corner astride was the 



ngh leading In Bugs Bunny 











hrtJht: 


StarContandw. R.Com«rup, 
winning ttw Stayare Claaalc Cup; 
(inaat) R. Comar aatrkia* Star 
Contandar 





last of 12 as the fleld flashed past 
the mile 

They were going downhill now 
and Treasure Flowwrand Star Of 
Fashion continued to hold sway 
The order remained somewhat 
unchanged at this Juncture,the 
only difference being that two of the 
Bombay based fillies Gentle Spy 
and Dangerous Liaison made a 
little headway to be racing 
prominently 

At that stage it seemed that the 
race was being run in two separate 
groups The first batch included 
the two pacemakers, Classic 
Style and La Bonne Vie who were 
never far from the front The 
second batch was made up of 
Astonish. Bugs Bunny and My Pet. 
while Flirting Vision was still 
languishing in the rear 

With 1000m to run Astonish 
seemed to meet with a slight check 
and lost his position BugsBuruty 
began making a further forward 
move up on the outside while the 
two pacemakers began to tire and 
once they rounded the turn it was 
La Bonne Vie with Lester Plggot 
who hit t he front. She had taken 
the shop’ eat way home, but even 
with 1#U r Piggot toguide her she 


was simply not good enough You 
could see she was a beaten horse 
and a roarwent up from the crowd 
as Classic Style took over the 
running In hot pursuit was Bugs 
Bunny and Astonish, the former 
having taken a turn almost five 
horses wide. With about a furlong 
to run. it looked like Classic Style 
was going to pull off one of the 
biggest upsets, but Just when 
it seemed that the two ^rramji 
trained fillies would finish first and 
second a shout went up for Flirting 
Vision with Robin Comer astride 
Bugs Burmy had Just about 
headed Classic Style when Flirting 
Vision came with a siazllng run on 
the outside only to find the winning 
post coming to the rescue of the 
fairer sex. Bugs Bunny and Pesl 
Shroffhelf off the last second bid Ity 
Flirting Vision by Just a neck, and 
FlirUng Vision in turn was a neck i 
the go^ of Classic Style The 
Indian Derby winner Astonish was 
fourth Just half a length in arrears 
of the third placed filly 

Bugs Bunity had shown 
remarkable courage and ability for 
a filly and Ity coming five horses 
wide round the turn Shroff did not 
mafiy give her the best of rides. He 


did ride a very hard finish after that 
butlt was the filly's guts 
andcourage which wonher the day 

Robin Comer did get Flirting 
Vision goirig in the stral^t but he 
could not keep him straight 
because the colt was' he^ngln" 
underpressure. He lugged in 
under pressure and by the time 
Comer managed to get him back 
on to the outside to make his final 
run it was too late. One stride later 
he would have passed Bugs Bunity 
conveniently but alas ft was not to 
be. and like &lnath who was 
caught on the botmdaryjust 5 feet 
short of the fencafllrtl^ Vision 
Just knuckled under. 

So Bugs Buruty. owned by Vljay 
Mallya, Kr. RaghuvendraSm^ 
and Kr. Yadvendra Singh had won 
the‘battle of the sexes'. For Mallya 
it was his second successive 
Invitation. For Rashid i^ramjl It 
was his ninfti triumph and the 
man ako Is saldfti be India's 
greatest tralnor is now on a 
hattrlck. Forjockty Pesl Shroff, It 
was his fifth Invitation success, 
but more than that was the 
saUsfiurtlon of havingchosen 
correctty between La Sonne Vie 
andBu^Bututy. 

PHOipommt» oniMN<Muw« 











READERS 




k‘l ’ r ' 1 


'i^ ^?jR[ j V < i ' ^' >f ? ' T c. 


■ft'-v refA^''.’-r ^ ■' ’-1 ^ 

W-i 


',:• ’•■’■. *v j.i. % t g*.'.r;s^a?*?i's 

I;' / £;.;, ,, ;p;|||gK.!!.,,££|.-;W^K'':;-!i-K, 


ANSWERS 

1. Clive Rice 

2. Andy Roberts. 

3. Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. 

4. John Arlott. 

5. Tony Lewis. 

6. Dennis Amiss (103) England vs Australia 1972 
and Desmond Haynes (148) West Indies vs 
Australia In 1977-78. 

7. Clem Hill of Australia at the MCG in 1902. 

8. Terry and Denise Alderman for Australia. 

9. Budhi Kunderan against England at Edgbaston 
in July 1967. 

10. George Giffin of South Africa. 

11. Hedley Verity. 

12. T J. Mathews of England against South Africa in 
Manchester, 1912. 

13. Sir C. Aubery Smith. 

14. Shaun Graf. 

15. A.L Hornby 

THIS QUIZ HAt WEN COMPILED BY: 

SUmTDAS, 

aO^DNAKUIIIA, 

STATION RD (EAST) . 

R.O«NALTU 

OALCmTA-TOOOTS 

ManniimMnlfnbyliweenMbunr 













■ analysis 


■|r^ENYAhas 
given the 
woridsomeof 
JL ^ILthe prettiest 
myths In sport. At flrst. It 
was wild men with pure 
"natural" ability, people, 
who ran down gazelle for 
a living and who ran 
straight out of the bush 
to Olympic gold without 
a break In their stride. 

As the Kenyan 
successes continued, a 
new and equally 
charming myth followed. 
In the heart of Kenya was 
a Shangri-la, deep in the 
Nandi Hills. It was 
centred on Eldoret. 
home of Kip Keino, and 
at St Patrick's School in 
Iten: a tiny area that 
magically produced an 
endless stream of 
brilliant runners from 
the Nandi tribe. 

The Kenyan athletes 
come, win and go. They 
baffle us with their 
ability, they baffle us 
with their mixture of 
unoffending pride, 
heartfelt shyness and 
24-carat modesty. We 
never know them as 
stars, as "personalities" 

"When a European or 


an American athlete 
.wins, his first instinct is 
to grab a national flag 
and do a lap of honour," 
Broth'er Colm O’Connell, 
^headmaster of St 
Patrick’s School, 
athletics coach and a 
central figure In the 
history of Kenyan 
athletics, said. "When a 
Kenyan wins, his first 
instinct is to disappear 
Into his community." 

PaulTergat, favourite 
for the world 
cross-country 
championship in Boston 
this month, emerged 
from what the world calls 
"nowhere". He has 
never been outside 
Kenya, but he beat a 
world-class field at the 
first Nairobi 
international 
cross-country: "I Just 
kept running as mst as I 
could." he said. "The 
moment the rest fell 
back. I knew I was on my 
way towinning.” 

That is the sort of thing 
that victorious Kenyans 
always say. But we must 
look beyond the 
m)dhology of mere 
"natural" ability and 


KENYAN 


ATHLETES 
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Shangri-la and consider 
things like ambition, 
intensive training and 
organisation. A fortnight 

KenyahasahistojyofwonderfUUy 

taiented atnlates, wnose retreat: a closed training 

individual egos don’t matter as camp where thqrwiii live 
much as conceive success 

V weelubtfore the world 

cross-country 

championship. 

It is not too far-fetched 


to make a comi»rlson 
with the East German 
^stem. High numbers.. 
high wastage. Intensive 
work, great motivation. 

Kenya has diet and 
altitude, rather than the 
physiological and 
pharmaceutical science. 
Maize meal is the 
traditional food of 
sub-Sahara Africa and it 
is packed with 
top-quality 
carbohydrates. The 
Kenyans were into 
carbo-loading years 
before the sport 
scientists realised its 
value for endurance 
athletes. 

M ike BOIT. a bronze 
medal winner in 
the 800 metres at the 
Olympic Games in 
Munich in 1972 and now' 
Kenya's commissioner 
for sport, summed up 
Kenya’s success. 
"Altitude, diet and the 
tradition that was 
established at the 
Mexico Olympics in 
1968," he said. "Support. 
from the government, 
good infrastructure—all 
these things added 
together." 

"The secret is 
stability," David Okeyo, 
secretary general of ^e 
Kenya Amateur Athletic 
Association, said. 
"PollUcalfy, 
economic^fy and 
socially." 

While it is no doubt 
politic to say these 
Uilngs. there Is 
unquestionable truth 
here also. You need only 
look to the ne^bourlng 
countries of Uganda, 
Somalia, Sudan and 
Ethiopia to understand 
this. Success in the great 
trivialities of sport is a 
neatwayof 
demonstrating to the 
world that Kenya is 
playlnga leading part in 
the emergence ctf Africa. 




Yobes Ondlaki, SOOOm 
worid champion and now 
Olympic favourlta for aura 

Small wonder the 
fjovernnient is so 
suppoi live of athletic s 
Kenyan athletes arc as 
ambitious dtlciiiniud 
and sltong minded as 
any athletes in the woild 
but t his IS not evpi essed 
Inaj^raspiuiiuav It is 
planntnf<aiid iiainint* 
Susan bii Ilia winnnof 
the Uronu n s woi Id 
tioss (ountrv 
cluitnpiunslitp last yt ar 
said I It r\thin;{is 
can. liillv thought out It 
is the s<im( lot ns all 

T ill UPaic then a 
thoiis.(nd piai tkal 
uasoiis why Kt iiya has 
piodiucd and will 
f ontinue to pi odm e 
kfitatathleti s It you 
seek iiiivslu<il 
evplanationaswell you 
must Itxik not loi wild 
nun ot fni Shangn las 
but loi tilt sense of 
coniinunitv asaiiAirican 
mult rstaiidsit 
So nine h ota 
Kt nv.in s sot iai life is 
based in till 

ciminiunily O Connell 
said I hit includes 
ninninit ItniiMiisthey 
haM iuii>u itfiarol 
losliu> \\hi |] a Kenyan 
wins lu dis appears Into 
the < otiimunilv and the 
ronmiunitv (clelnatcs It 
Is not 4tn individual 
tliluff II iK< n\ mioses 
the t onimututy is a 
cushion that <ii>sorbs the 
loss It is not ittauniatic 
business 

Athletics It sell takes 
onthenatuieola 
community the more so 
with the emphasis on 
closed training t amps I 
was always conddent 
Sirmasaid There was 

Marathoner Douglaa 
Wakihurl Uvea In Japan, 
but hit heart la Kariyan 



nothing hard for me with 
the national team, 
nothing hard vdieh I 
trained with them. It was 
easy. I have always had 
friends, and we trained 
together My friends, my 
training 

The world can see this 
in the phenomenon of 
team running TOlswas 
displayed in the 10.000 
metres at the World 
Championships m 
Tol^o last year, when 
three Kenyans carved up 
the race and took gold 
and silver Richard 
Chelimo knew that there 
was a threat from Moses 
Tanul, but he wasn't 
womedatall, O'Connell 
said •Hewasonhr 
worried about Khalld 
Skah. the Moroccan He 
didn't mind getting 



beaten by Tamil' 
Imagine Ovett and Coe 
behaving like that 
We will see more 
Kenyan team running in 
the world cross-countiy 
championship After 
that, there will be more 
again at the Olympic 
Games, for which the 
Kenyeqj men have medal 
hopes in evety race over 
600metres. '1 always 
havefrlimds.' ^rma 
said, "at eveiy level I go 
to, I had friends. Iwas 
never on my own.” 


TiwTiiim uandon 
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D elhi's 

cricket 
team is 
on the 
rampage 
Their 

four day 

innings and 168 run 
win over Bengal in the 
recently concluded Ranjl 
Trophy quarter finals at 
the benign Kotla wit ket 
has made Delhi 
overwhelming favourites 
for the Ranji title this 
year 

Skipper Klrti A/ad is 
having a dream run as a 
comeback captain He 
attributed his side s win 
over Bengal to overall 
team effort However 
the all round skills of 
both Ra/dan and 
Wasson and the wiles of 
Manindei Singh only 
contrived to make the 
contest one sided In the 
second innings on a 
slow and dusty track. 
Maninder came on to 
bowl afferjust eight 
overa. with the shine on 
the ball still on He 
trapped the Bengal 
batsmen In his web of 
spin and captured 7 for 
57 in a marathon-spell of 
33 overs 

In Delhi's imposing 
first Innings total of 633 
there were three 


Sourav Ganguly was 
the only batsman who 
put up a sambtanca of 
a fight against OalhI 

centuries Bantoo Singh 
on yet another 
comeback scored 164 
(he had scored over 150 
in the 1989 Ranji final vs 
Bengal also) Ra/dan 
needed Just 102 balls for 
his second centuiy of the 
season A whirlwind 101 
inclusive of four sixes 
and nine fours in 181 
minutes, saw Atul 
Wasson notching his 
maiden Ranji ton 
Bengal s batting 
appeared to be quite 
gutless In both Innings, 
threq batsmen got well 
set but then lost their 
concentration giving 
Delhi the edge It was 
only Australia-returned 
Sourav Ganguly who 
Impressed with a 
stroketui 74 not out and 
a pugnacious 51 Ehren 
the three imports Arun 
Lai, Ashok Malhotra and 
Srlkant Kaly anl could 
not inspire the Ben^ 


RANJI TROPHY UPDi 

batting The Bengial 
fielding was worse than 
pathetic Bantoo Singh 
was given three lives 
before he reached his 
centuiy Wicketkeeper 
Mlntoo Das missed two 
catches and an easy 
stumping The 
comeback mdh for 
Bengal, opener Pronob 
Roy and medium pacer 
Gautam Shome failed to 
Impress Shome was 
erratic with the new ball 
Ever since the ram 
seepage, quotient rule 
controversy of the 1990 
Ran)! final (due to which 


The top four teams J^l^ed true 
to form in the Rai^ji Trophy 
quarter-Qnald, thereby living 
up to tJieir billing 














Bengal *out classed’ 
Delhi), a Delhi vs Bengal 
Ranji tie has become a 
grudge match It has 
Joined the category of 
Bombay vs 

Maharashtra, Delhi vs 
Haiyana and Haiyana vs 
Punjab matches which 
due to socio-historlcal 
reasons and sports 
polltlcshave all become 
grudge matches 
Fortunately, there was 
negligible needle in the 
recent Delhi vs Bengal 
match Both skippers 
Kirti A/ad and Ashok 
Malhotra, former North 


2one team-mates, kept 
the situation under 
control and acrimonious 
situations were reduced 
to a minimum even 
wdien there were some 
umpiring gaffes There 
was only a minor 
altercation with umpire 
S Ramanl of Tamil 
Nadu, Just before lunch 
on the third day. Bengal 
felt that they were denied 
a legitimate bat-pad 
decision against Bantoo 
who had Just reached his 
century 

At that time Delhi were 
5 for 297 and Bengal had 


hoped to keep the first 
inning lead to a 
minimum With patience 
wearing out some words 
were exchanged but the 
matter was patched up 
Overall there was a sense 
of deja vu about this 
Bengal vs Delhi match 
In the 1989 Ranjl final 
Delhi had made 721 and 
won by an Innings and 
210 runs This Ume they 
made633runsand 
notched up an innings 
and 168 runs victory It 
is thus clear that Ben^ 
carmot stand the strain 
of away matches. 


D IUP 

VfiNCSARKAR'S 
career-best 
knock of284. in the 
Ranji Th^hy quarter 
finals a^nst Madhya 
Pradesh may have 
helped contribute to his 
team's mammoth total of 
721 for eight, but there is 
a faint chance that 
Vengsarkar might have 
been filled with remorse. 
He might have liked to 
score those runs during 
his tour of Australia, and 
not where it didn't 
matter 

The match itself was a 
no-contest from both 
teams point of view 
There were no major 
cricketing 

hi^lights—unless one 
would want to consider 
Vengsarkar's crossing of 
4 000runsinthe Ranji 
Trophy Bombay as 
expectea enJc^ecTbeing 
in the driver s seat since 
the first day when their 
seamers, Raju Kulkaml, 
Abey Kuruvllla and 
Vignesh Shahane got 
into their groove and 
dismissed Madhya 
Pradesh for a paltry 230 
The total aptly reflected 
Bombay's superiority 
Just as it did on MP 
skipper, Sandeep Patti's 
quote that. This will be a 
learning experience for 
the lads In fact. Madhya 
Pradesh would have 
been in deeper trouble 
had it not been for the 
stubborn 61 -run eighth 
wicket stand between 
Sunil Lahore (37) and 
Rajesh Chouhan (55 not 
out), that lent their total 
some respectability. 
Chouhan then went on 
to add another 53 runs 
with Narendra Hlrwani, 
who himself slammed a 
confident looking 33 

Vengaarkar mauled 
the oppoankm while 
reaching Ma highest 
score In the Ranji 
Tr^y 







Bombay seemed to be 
in a bit of a rush when 
they came hi to bat and 
at stumps, with the score 
reading 32 for one. 
Vengsarkar decided to 
send Sanjay Patll in as 
nightwatchman. Patll 
lived up to his position tqr 
not lasting for very long 
and departed with a 
personal store of 18 the 
next day With the entiy 
of Jatin Paranjpe, opener 
Jayprakash Jadav went 
on to compile a patient 
110 before falling to 
Hlnvanl's patient 
legspin By this stage, 
Bombay had already 
taken a 93 run Arst 
innings lead, when MP 
skipper Sandeep Patll 
claimed the new ball in 
desperation after 78 
overs This move, 
however, did not pay any 
dividends and both 
Vengsarkarand 
Pai anjpe were wont to 
score freely The 
partnership for the 
fourth wicket yielded 
166 runs after 41 4 overs 
and it was during this 
fruitful phase that 
Vengsarkar got to his 
(entury oft 137 balls His 
knock was ornamented 
with 15 fours and a six 

Vengsarkar's run glut 
did not satiate and he. 
along with Paranjpe. 
Hayed the opposition 
bowlers By the end of 
the second day, 
Vengsarkar had reached 
his highest score m Ranji 
Trophy (284). with 
Paranjpe In possession 
of a stylish 118 
Bombay’s tally by the 
end of the thlnl day had 
swelled to a mammoth 
721 for the loss of eight 
wickets 

The sheer enormity of 
the total was enough to 
make the MP batsmen 
baulk and in reply, th^ 
managed to put 
up—which by their 
standards was 



Manindtr Singh: 

Tlghtansd ths noose 
around Bengal 

respectable—a very 
modest 230 The man 
who stcxxl among the 
ruins of what was once 
his team's batting was A 
Khurasia. battle scarred 
but the owner of a brave 
and gritty 104. Bombay 
took a step into the 
seml*flnal$ duflng which 
they will meet Delhi at 
home later in the month 


T Jsli • r 4 k I HTa r^i 


irWT 


final cluster matches, 
champions Haryana 
started their title 
campaign on a confident 
note tty chalking out 249 
for three on the first day 
against Maharashtra at 


Pune. The highlight of 
the first day’s total was a 
stubborn 89 tty Amaijeet 
Kaypee. The Haryana 
innings was' well 
propped up with useful 
contributions from 
DhanraJ Singh (32), Nitln 
Goel (45) and PankaJ 
Kaushik (41). The onty 
consolation Uiat came 
Maharashtra’s way was 
Srikant Jadhav’s three 
wickets after an endless 
toll 

Kaypee’s defiant run 
did not seem to end on 
the second day either 
and he continued in his 
usual blustery vein to 
reach 131. The other 
Haryana batsmen 
chipped In with usefial 
contrlbutlcms and this 
enabled them to flnMt at 


673 for nine. 
Maharashtra going In to 
rest after scoring 108 in 
41 overs. In their first 
essay went cm to bolster 
their total to 371 for the 
loss of three wickets. 
There were signs of a 
fight and they were 
eventualty all out for 557 
The highlight of 
Maharashtra’s Innings 
was a splendid 231 tty 
SurendraBhave 
Haryana m their second 
innir^s scored 95 for no 
loss before the match 
ended In a draw 
Haryana, however, by 
virtue of their first 
innings lead were the 
winners of that tie. 

I N kanpur. Tamil 
Nadu, put in to bat in 
their quarter final 
encounter with Uttar 
Pradesh, notched up a 
score of308for the loss of 
seven wickets. M. 
Sentllnathan ofTamil 
Nadu celebrated his 
RanJl nirophy debut Ity 
notching up his maiden 
century. 

Coming In to bat. the 
U.P batsmen were 
restricted by the Tamil 
Nadu seamers, Sunil 
Subramanlam and 
Ashlsh Kapoortoavery 
modest 140 for six. When 
stumps were drawn on 
the second day. batsmen 
Gyanendra Pandey and 
nightwatchman Uliaid 
Kamal were striving hard 
to avoid the looming 
threat of a follow on. The 
innings finally folded up 
at 203. Tamil Nadu In 
answer to that, amassed 
ascoreof403fortWD, the 
innings revolving mainty 
around N. Gautam (190) 
and W.V. Raman (110). 
Their second Innings 
folded up at628 and U.P. 
scored 77 fw no loss on 
the last dity. Tamil Nadu 
will nowgo on tomeet 
HaiyanalntlHtaeml final. 






For 

arguments 

sake 


T he editorial ‘Attitude Is 
The Key’, (SportiWorId26 
Feb —3 March) turned 
out to be rather weak and 
there were a number of points rais¬ 
ed that one could not but help dis¬ 
agree with 

For Instance, the article con¬ 
tends that spinners are not usually 
match winners in a limltedwers 
game If memoiy serves correct then 
Indian spinners like Manlnder 
Singh. SlvaramakrishnanArshad 
Ayub and even Ravi Shastn have 
carved out many victories for India 
mone day internationals 
The claim that Richie Richardson 
Is not a devastating batsman Is 
also Incorrect Richardson has 
remained, by virtue of his dashing 
periormances. thenumberone bat¬ 
sman in the computer rankings for I 
quite a long time 
The article goes on to argue that 
Pakistan cannot depend on Javed 
Miandads services anymore This 
is incorrect Mlandad has proved to 
the cricketing fraternity, by his 
amazing feats thathelslndlspensa 
•ble to the Paklstam side Then 
again the fact,that the Aussles are a 
successful side due to the disc Ipli 
neand inflexible attitude of cap¬ 
tain Allan Border is totally wrong 
Australia’s success stoiy is based 
lai;gely on the fact that their team 
has remained more or less the 
same for the past few years One 
cannot create a wtnnlivi formula 
with a team which is shuffled 
around regularly (like India) It 
takes time for a team to give promis¬ 
ing results 

Apart from these dlflerences. I 
fii^y agree with your viewpoint on 
the Indian team and India’s perfor¬ 
mance in Australia 
AYANMAJUMDAR. 

Calcutta. 

Tips to improve ■■■■ 

OniE editorial {^pwtsworld 36" 

J. F)6tf.‘-SMar.) w«s very apt. lii 
that Mr. Mansur AU Khan Pataudi 



India's progress In the World Cup largely depends 
on Sachin Twidullfar 


has rightly predicted that the 
World Cup 18 up for grabs and that 
any team would have its fair 
chances of winning the 
competition The contest is wide 
open and unpredictabilities are 
rampant 

Can India Improve on the 
chances that they ve already been 
offered? Muc h will depend on a 
comeback by A/haruddln and 
Manjrekar heroics from 
Tendulkar and Srikkanth, Kambli s 
flair tight fielding and besides a 
good bowling attack (which we 
have now) an overall tightening up 
of the players themselves 
SWAPNAMISRA, 

Calcutta 

Take heart, Azhartama 

/FHE letter from Andy O’Brien 
JH$portswoHd29Jan —4Feb) 
was as illuminating as it was 
exqulslt One has been forced to 
form an oplnlcm that Azhar’s critics 
are perhaps a little too harsh on 
him despite his Impressive Test 
records since his debut in 1985 

It is obvious thqt his team Is not 
comiiu to terms with his leader¬ 
ship 'To itudce matters worse for 
him~«nd to add to his team’s woes 
m Australla—Ashar Himself has 


I had problems adjusting to the 
! bouncy pitches in Aust I alia “Ihls 
could have been due lo the cxc es- 
sive exposure he had letelved on 
the English pilches—while playing 
in the tounl y circ uit—where the 
bounce IS at a minimum itisneces 
sary for people to be a little more 
undet standing towards him and to 
take heart In the lact that Azhar s 
loss of lorm will not be a permanent 
fixture 

MD MADINA ALl KHAN 
Madras 

I MRAN KHAN S interview 
ISportsworld Feb 12 JRirame 
as a bi eath of fresh an spec tally 
more so aftei n ading so much 
about India s debacle Down Under 
It’s particularly nice to know Dial 
the media doesn 1 i*ven spai e a 
personality like the Khan who In 
turn c alls the Press fraternity a 
bunch ofjackals 
We all wish him the best for his 
mission to build the cancer 
hospital One hopes that moie 
cricketers would learn to play for a 
noble cause like he does and not 
Just for records 
PRABALGUHA. 

Calutta 
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WORLD OF SOCCER 


Afl|»l#S8 

Strachan 


G ordon 

STRACHAN of 
Scotland is a mellowing 
genius. Unlike many of 
his contemporaries who 
have fallen prey to Time's 
Inescapable tyranny, 
Strachan seems to 
growing with age. his 
skills and stamina 
'scaling new heights of 
excellence at a time his 
soccer life could well 
have been flnished. 

The diminutive 
midfielder turned 35 last 
month, and yet he seems 
a more potent player 
than he ever was. 

And It would be the 
most fitting finale to a 
glorious career when 
Scotland take the stage 
In Sweden for the 
European 

Championship final in 
June. 

Sweden was where 
Strachan's career begail 
to blossom 12 years ago, 
when his magical skills 
secured Scotland a vital 
World Cup qualifying 
vlctoiy that paved the 
way for their entry to the 
'82 firuils. 

Strachan was then 
voted Scotland's Player 
of the Year, at 23. having 
inspired Aberdeen to the 
lea^e championship 
bfeaklnga 15-year 


dominance by Celtic and 
Rangers. 

And now, more 
currently, he has been 
awarded the Player of the 
Year trophy in England 


Just last season for 
leading a revitalised 
Leeds United back on to 
the main stage and also 
for his solo brilliance. 

Strachan now has the 


unique distinction of 
receiving the award on 
both sides of the border. 
May Jime bring about 
the crowning glory to 
Strachan’s golden career. 



^ Strachan: 
^avergraan hero 









CcilcutHi, 

YovWon^t 

B«li«v«Thisl 


C ALCUTTA’sfootbaW 
fans will never 
believe that the venue for 
the finals of the 
multl-mlUlon-eamlng 
European 

Championship holds 
only 35,000 spectators 
Gothenbui^g s UUevl 
Stadium, which will host 
three group matches, 
one semi final and 
believe it or not the final 
Is actually Sweden s 
largest stadium 
Well, Calcutta s 
Mohun Bagan ground 
holds almost as many 
people on any blg-match 
afternoon 

The lack of space at the 
Ullevi Stadium will 
obviously mean a big 
security headache for 
the organisers and the 
police, as a lack of 
seating space might ver 
well further fuel the 
emotional Intensity 
surrounding the 
matches, which may 
eventually trigger large 
scale violence 

BackToTh* 

ViflHr* 


O NE of Germany's 
all-time greats Gerd 
Muller had for so long 
been recuperating In a 
rehabilitation clinic for 
alcoholics, trying to put 
behind him a most 
terrible time of his life 
The 46-year-old 
Muller, who scored an 
amazing 68 goals in 62 
Internationals said, 
"Last year was the most 
depressing period of rny 
life. At times 1 didn’t 
knowadiere 1 was." 
Midler's problems 


stemmed from two 
business failures He 
had a restaurant and a 
sports shop, both of 
which fell victim to tough 
competition 

And to further 
compound his problems, 
his wife and a daughter 
refused to put up with 
him makirig him feel 
totally helpless and 
abandoned Muller 
virtually had nobody to 
turn to 

Except, of course, his 
old fnends and admirers 
m the world of football 
who provided a helpii^ 
hand, by finding Muller 
the Job he would surely 
like the most 

Bayern Munich has 
now employed him as a 
scout watching games 
and players of interest to 
the club 

And, of course. Muller 
will try to obtain a 
coaching licence in tlie 
meam time, so that he 
can later take over as the 
youth team manager 

Good luck to Muller 
Soccer would never like 
to see one of Its greatest 
Idols live a life of 
ignominy and shame 

Soccar's 

Who's vmio 


E uro' 92. that Is. the 
European Soccer 
Championship of 92, is 
outpacing the game s 
premier tournament, the 
World Cup. in 
introducing some 
revohitlonaiy changes in 
soccer attire 

Much to the delight of 
the television companies 
and other medlamen. all 
players at the European 
finals this year Will wear 
their names across the 
back of their shoulders 
and a small 
number will also 


appear on the shirt 
fronts- -very much like 
the cricketers we've now 
been watching In action 
Down Under But the 
fact Is, FIFA had actually 
decided, more than a 
year ago, to Introduce 
these changes 
during the US 
World Cup In 94. 
pushing soccer dress 
and identification codes 
closer to American 
standards Now the 
world body must have 
been surprised, 
pleasantly though, to see 
the Euro 92 oiganisers 
Jump the gun on FIFA s 
pet tournament—the 
World Cup 


Silence Off 
The Meece 


W HAT kind of a 
mascot Is soccer 
going to have for the 
World Cup'94 ’ 

Well, as information 
received so far suggests. 
Its going to be a 
nameless voiceless, and 
sexless creature, which 
may be In keeping with a 
bland World 
Cup—something the 
tournament Is likely to 
be In the non-footballing 
United States 
The mascot is going to 
be a dog, with no 
particular sex Identity, 
and no sound, not even a 
woof-woof ever crossing 
his, her, or Its Ups 
It will have no voice, 
said Seth Abraham. 
President of Time 
Warner Sports, looking 
after the marketing of the 
cup. though the creature 
will eventualty be given a 
name A 

luime-the-mascot 
competition among 
soccer fans the world 
over is now on the anvil 
The mascot took eight 
weeks to come Into 



The mascot for US'94: 
athletic? 

being, and why It came 
out as a dog and not a cat 
or any other animal was 
not r^ly satisfactorily 
explained, except what 
the Time Warner 
President had to say 
about their choice. Dogs 
are veiy athletic 
creatures They reflect 
the youth and vitality of 
soccer And I Just bought 
a dog 

'We tried a number of 
species, a whole panoply 
ofanlnufisand 
humanoids—rabbits, 
birds, cats and so on', he 
also said, explaining, 
"Eventually, the dog was 
giving us a mobility, real 
attitude and sense of fun 
that we were not getting 
with any other creatures 
He’s the dog n«(t door, a 
user-friendly dog * 

The onty problem Is 
that some observers 
mistook the poor dog for 
a moose 


67 




Interesting snippets from the world media that we normally don’t gel lo h( 


CRICKET FOR 
COMMONWEALTH GAMES 


D iscussions 

are taking 
place between 
the 

Commonwealth Games 
Federation and the 
International Crlc-ket 
CounrlKlCC) Tor the 
Inclusion of a 
llmlted-overs cricket 
tournament in the 
Commonwealth Games 
programme. 

Such an event would 
excitingly strengthen the 
ailing Friendly 
Gamc.V' more often the 
Political Games—which 
have been damaged by 
the increasing 
non-appearance of 

Cricket to be Included 
in the Commonwealth 
Games to boost an 
ailing Games 



either at Adelaide or' 

Kuala Lumpur, the .' 
candidates to host the ' 
1998.Ganies. . • 

Sir Colin Cowdrey. 
President of ICC. Is In 
favour. “There are a great 
many dlfilcultles,” he 
said, "but the proposal 
has a good feel pbout it." 
But the one rule which is 
.. ^{olng to create a lot of 
controversy is the clause ■ 
which says Test 
cricketers cannot play. 


fW^N thousand 
JL volunteers are 


prominent athletes. 

Progress has been 
dela 3 red because neither 
side In the negotiations 
has properly understood 
the administration or the 
infra-structure of the 


other, though it would be 
ideal for cricket to be 
Included in the next 
Games at Victoria. 
British Columbia, In 
1994. the probability is 
that it would appear 


JL volunteers are 
sought by Prince 
Alexandre de Merode. 
the chairman of the 
Olympic medical 
commission. He need 
them to continue 
experiments on using 
blood tests to detect drug 
use. which is likely to be 
more accurate than 




















urine testing. Nothii^to 
wony even Ben 
Johnson—just a 
pin-prick of blood from 
the ear-lobe ora linger. 

MCK ON THE TRACK 


H e should have been 
working on his third 
woild championship 
by now. but Instead 
he was waking out of 
prison. 

Three years ago*Hector 
Lopez, a^o was 
considered to be the best 
featherweight boxer, 
was sent to prison on 
charges of breaking into 
his {^friend's house, 
assaulting her fother 
and a guest with a gun 
butt 

The silver medallist fcx- 
Mexico at the *84 
01yinpk» is finally out 
and. gearing up to pick 
up the pieces his 
boxing career, his 
grea^st drawback we» 
his wdght and his fear of 
steppii^ back into the 
ring. But once he got into 







the ring, hejust blew 
away Jaime Castillo. The 
old touch was back and 
the fear was gone. 

Hope Tyson can follow 
Lopez's example if he is 
sentenced. 


TkJjBWZEALANDER 
l^John Walker retired 
Srom the track, done In at 
Ute age of40 by a serious 


«lWto WaHier ratIrM at 
thaagaefAO 


Hector Lopez Is trying 
to recover the most 
important commodity: 
time 

Achilles tendon Injury. 
With his announcement 
ended his dream of 
running the first 
sub-four minute mile by 
a 40-year-old. 

He said. "1 have run my 
last race. It is sad. but 
there is no way I could 
run the mile as 
planned.....!stood the 
test of time and I can't 
say I'm disappointed 
a^ut anything." 


DIFFEREIITFUfiK 


A ll but writing the 
obituary on the 
greatest 01}rmpic power 
of the past 40 years, the 
International Olympic 
Committee OOC) 
announced that the 
states of the former 
Soviet Union 'probab^' 
would compete under 
their own Hag in 1883. 
"All athletes fi?em the 


Commonwealth of 
Independent States (CIS) 
must concrete under the 
same flag until the end of 
the year.” iOC president, 
Juan Antonio 
Samaranch, announced. 

Samaranch’s 
announcement certified ■ 
what had been expected 
for months. He also 
added that lOof 12 
former Soviet reputfiics 
had already asked for. 
international 
recognition of their 
national Olympic 
commutes. 

With the formidable 
Soviet sports machinery 
splintered into pieces, at 
least some of the other 
nations have a chance of 
winning a few medals. 


‘BET EDUCATED’ 


TA^BN he raised his 

vw atm in a 
clenched-list salute from 
the Olympic victory 
platform almost 24years 
ago. Tommie Smith's life ; 
changed forever. But he I 
has no regrets and said 
he would do It again. 

He urged black 
students to rely on 
education, rather than 
athletics and ritinghls 
own example said. "Alter 
that Incident my Ilk was 
not the same agaih." 

On his return to the 
U.S. he worked as a taxi 
driver, taught in a school 
and Onalty became a 
track coach at Santa 
Monica Junior College. 
Recalling those 
humlliathig moments In 
I968heaald, "Warsare 
fought In a series of small 
battles. I'm sail Ogitlng 
mine." 

His rallying cry of 
‘educabsyourself Is 
Bnellygalnlng 
momentum among the 
Macks and It seems that 
he has finally won his 
battle.^ 













Inter-School 

Badminton 


J r ADAVPUR VIDYAFI1 1 1 and 
I Patha Uhav.m won the Ikws' .me! 
rls‘ team cliantpionshlps in the 
3r(i Intel b< houl Hadniinlon meet 
organised bv the South C alenita 
Distriel liadiiiinion Ass<m i.ition at 
thel^ike Club < out ts 
In the battle lor individnal 
honuui s Ann ban Das ol Behala 
High St IuK)l won the boys singles 
crown while Kajal Ooswami (ol 
Alipurduai) and Stijaya 
Mnkhet jee ol St Xavier s. 

Hooghly (lint hed the sub |uiiior 
boys andjunitirgirls titles, 
resjx^t tively In the mini boys 
niial, J.idavpiir's At indam 
Dasgupta heat Ri itlr.ix o Shome til 
South Point, and Ashilai Asidhar 
ol 1x11 eto Mouse won the mini girls' 
title 

In the team championship final 
Jadavpui IkmI Aliputduai by the 
otld match in three but the most 
sensational news c.ime in the girls 
team final where Patha Bhavan 
surprised delending i hampions 
and strong favourites Car mel 
Convent two matches to nothing 
Somnva Chatteijeeg.ive Patha 
Bhavan a strong start with a 11 5 

Jadavpur VIdyapith won the 
boys’ badminton team 
championship 




: tS 


10 12 11 8 win in the Opening 
singles Carmel pitted their hopes 
on the doubles and the third 
singles but'thepairofSonali 
Baneriee and Gautami Majumdar 
nattered lo deceive They were 
upset by the Patha Bhavan duo of 
Somava and Debasree Deb 7-15. 

15 10 15 11 The third singles 
thus betaine redundant 
In the boys' team hnal, State 
sub pinior i hanipion Debanjan 
Majumdar gave Jadavpur HS a 
good start with a 18 14, 15-10 win 
over Sishir Sutradhar ot Netaji 
Vidyapith, Alipurduar But the 
district sc bool shot back when 
Kajal t'lOswami and Sutradhar 
(hut hed t he doubles with a 15-5, 
15 10 victory over Suman Poddar 
and Joyjit Ghosh But as luck 
would have It J<idavpur landed the 
crown as t hey n't eived a walkover 
in the dec icjing tie 

1 he lx*st player of the 
toumaiiient pii/ewent to 
nine vear oldAnndaniMukheijee 
ol School ol Badminton I le 
ret cived the Syed Modi Memorial 
Trophy 


PURULIA 


District 

Volleyball 


B URDWAN and Hooghly lifted 
tlu men s and women's titles at 
the 41 St Senior State Volleyball 
championships for districts 
Organised by the Manbhum 
District Sports Association at the 
Purulia Stadium, 20 teams, 
int ludlng seven women's teams, 
took part in the three-day affair 
played^n a league-cum-knockout 
basis 

Bur dwan deserved the men’s 
title and they did so with an 
efiortless 3-0 win over Howrah In 
the final But their best 
periormance in the tournament 
came when they defeated the 
star-studded Hooghly side by the 
odd game in five in a semi-final 
match Hooghly were the 
defending men's champions. In the 
other semi-final, 1 lowrah beat 
I^adia3-I. 


Hooghly women avenged thetr ^ 
group league defeat at the hands of 
Calcutta when they won the final 
match 3-1. Calcutta began the 
final in great torm, but could not 
live up to their promise. Their 3-0 
drubbing of Hcxighly in the league 
seemed to have made the Calcutta 
girls over-confident 
SoumitraBoM 


NEW DELHI 


Wills Masters 
Open Golf 


A TWIST in the tale. That was 
exactly how the Wills Masters 
Open Golf championships at the 
Delhi Golf Club turned out to be. 
The Rs 225.000 four-day affair 
began predictably enough with the 
top stars forging ahead, but It was 
left to amateur Jyoti Randhawa to 
close it all up on the last day with a 
one-stroke win over professionals 
Fero/. All and Mukesh Kumar 
The 19-year-old student of 
Meenit University, aided by a 
birdie on the 18th, finished the 
fourth day with a two over par 74 
for an overall a^egate of295. 

One stroke behind were 
Calcutta-based Feroz All who 
carded 76 on the day and Mukesh 
Kumar, leader for two days, who 
returned 78 With both the 
professionals on 296. there was a 
play-off In which Feroz came out 
best, but this was inconsequential 
since the two split the prize monqr. 
All Sher, suffering from the two 
point penalty imposed on him on 
the first day, finished fourth at 297. 

It was Feroz who led on the 
opening day. with a sub-par 70 
made with the help of six birdies. 
Mukesh Kumar of Mhow had a par 
72, including four birdies. Sharing 
the second spot was Jyoti 
Randhau^. leader among the 
amateurs A big )pt-down on the 
first day was Calcuttan Basad All 
who finished in 17th place with 77 
and All Sher who carded 80. 

Mukesh took over tbe top spot on 
the second day with a brilliant 
three under 69. flaying 
consistently, he record^ five 
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Caleutla baaed golfer, Baaad All, 
after a dlamal atart Improved hla 

performance on ttia third day 

birdies. Feroz slipped down tor 
number five with d poor 78. 

The third day belonged to Basad 
All. With a masterly performance of 
four under par 68, he jumped to 
second spot with athree round 
aggregate of220. Stn^ing the ball 
with remarkable control, he 
rostered five birdies besldes'p^ 
scores on 12 holes. Mukesh 
managed to retain a two-stroke 


lead with a less than satisfying 77 
in the round. Meanwhile. Jyotl, on 
the eve of his triumph had quietly 
ensconced himself in the sixth 
place with an aggregate of 221. 
Joaillal 


TRIVANDRUM 


State Cycle-Polo 


I^OLLAM DISTRICT dethroned 
J\jCerala State Road IVanspon 
Corporation (K.S.R.T.C.), 




Feroz All's score of sub-par 70 
had six birdies In It 

Trivandrum to claim the 21 st State 
Cycle-Polo championship in an 
evenly contested men's final. 

Locked four each at the break, in 
the second session, Kollam players 
marked the K.S.R.T.C’8 star 
forwards Suresh Kumar and 
Praveen well to pull off an upset 
victory 7-6. 

Earlier in the semi-finals, the 
eventual champions met hosts 
Trivandrum. At the end of the 
regulation time, both the teams 
scored six goals each. Finally 
Kollam won the match 7-6 in 
extra-time. In the other semi-final. 
K.S.R.T.C. had blanked 
Emakulam 7-0. 

•S|asvKiHiiarT.K. 








T o continue with 
ihewrap'Upof 
the Instructor' 
Camp held at 
the Kyokushinkaikan 
Karate HQ in Calcutta, 
here are the results of the 
promotion tests 
conducted Altogether 
IS karatekas appeared 
ior grading tests allot 
whom passed with flying 
colours 7en gretn belts 
moved to brown thict 
brown belts moved to 
upper brown and two 
upper browns were 
awarded the blac k fjelt 
7 he t hree new upper 
hi own bt Us are Suresh 
Oupta (C nk utta) Ramu 
t hatterjec(Bolpur) 




Rajesh Prasad (Glridih) 
and the two black belts 
are Abdul LatiffKannw) 
and Arun Diwedl (Bhilai) 
In addition the 10 
older black belts went 
though advanced 
training m preparation 
for their set ond dan 
rating 

lyShlviaiOaiigHly 
KyokushlnkailuHi karal* 

PlOTOOnApHS RAMAN BHAlU 

Fifth dan Black B«lt 
Shivaji Ganguly (facing 
camera, right) having a 
group discussion with 
the senior black belts at 
the Instructors’ Camp 
and putting the finishing 
touches on some 
techniques (Insets) 


KARATE 


THE POWER OF THE EMPTY HAND 
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SPORT SHORTS 


n. JOHN L SULLIVAN 

Sap^Mbcr 7,1892 <v«t i btiek diy for Botloii. It't JahR L. 
*8iliiv<ii nit difist It tki buds if t yiiijir fijbfir, Hdin) 10 
llirioit ifiiri ii which SiIIIvm triainpbid over all ippoiiitf. Hi 
was Ibi last Ban Kiiekli Itforld Cbanpioft aid fbi first Ufirld 
Chanpiii ifiiij jlovii. 

Salllvai’t dicadi of iovineibilitf 
' Bijai in l882,.Hi<lifaaiid 
\ By*" *b» Ban Kniiekii 

Vn Cbampiinsbip of tbi World, a titli 

O earriid ii bit pravi. on ivir 
) boat bim aadir tbi ban kniekla 




Jobi 1. foijht 2&Q Mbibitioi 
fljbti in 0111 yaar. Hieffirid 
8SOO to anyina who coaid last foir 
noidf with him. Ha nivir bad to 
papl Ho KO'd ebailinjirt in 
. tba liLroand eoimativily. 


THOMAS STEVENS' mmsme m 

lo 1884 tbi Now York sport of bieyelinj bad no miri ardint 
compititer than TbiRis Slsvcns. He was always Iclkiiip fer a 
cbaliM|tt 

Aftir planiinj and triMinf (wbicb ioctadid biccminj an espert 
tinblir) Stivins unouncid bi wai foinj is ridi hit hijb wbiiler 
IfiOjl tbi Unitad Slatis. Hit raiti was freii/^S^ 

Oakland, California to Boston, MaitiehatiHt.C«R[ 

Eviryoni tboojbt bi bad sit an impostibli 
foal, as 1884 was bifori tbi avto and fiw 
roads iiistod l x 

Uodiscairajid, Stivins bijan bit ridi. i(r==^SS) I 

*Ridi* it not conpiitily acenrati... hi 
pitbid and earriid bit 75 pend bieyeli 
across wild mointains, disarts and riviri. ^ • w 

Ho had many advontaras aioa§ thi way, |l 
ebasad by woivat, ate. His tunbiin) IM 4 

ability uad him many timi whia i jn 

hi was thrown from bis bi)b>wbaiiar. (I ofJ I u 


f5tS5 

-'Ml 


IVP** owiYYW’ 

He wtt jriitid at a aatianal Taro whoa bi 
ndi inti Boston, Ifil days aflir bis stirtl* 
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.^I.can't you got 


'Hitt I never argue vithi** 














UIZ/CHESS/BRIDG 


QUIZ 


QUESTIONS 

1 Who was the first Australian player 
to win the women s lawn tennis 
singles title at Wimbledon' 

2 What IS garbage in tennis 

3 What IS X ring in shooting > 

4 What does WUKO stand for^ 

ANSWERS 

1 Margaret Smith (Mrs B M Court) in 
1963 

2 A soft shot (as dink'or lob) 

3 The innermost area of the scoring 
ring on certain targets for 

small bore competition that is used 
for breaking ties When two or more 
shooteis are tied the victory is 
given to the one with the most holes 
in the X ring 

4 World Union of Karatedo 
Organisations 


CHESS 

T his w eek s game (eatun s (wo 
I isiiiff stap^ of world chess 
Black IS 1 12 ycai old from 
Budapest whom the Hungailans 
say is c'vcn hettc r than Judit I’olgar 
was* at t hat age White is former 
world Junioi c hamp Alexei Shhov 
(21) of Riga Latvia who is now the 
world No 6 I hs victory at the 
Lloyds Bank was dedicated by him 
to the Baltic Republic s declaration 
oflndependc nee 
White A Shirov Vs Black Peter 
Leko Lloyds 91 

<d4 Nf6 2 e4 g6 3 Nc3 dS 4 BgS N84 5 Bf4 
Nc3 6 bc3 dc4 7 e4 c5 8 Bc4 ^7 9 Na2 Nc6 
lOdS. White is a tempo up on 
traditional exchange Grunfeld s 
He could have transposed back 
into a very familiar position with 10 
Be3 

10^ 11 Bd3 (H) 12 Bg5 Qc713 04) sS 
The cramping 13 c4isanldea14c4 
be IS Bd2 Nb71614 B(I7 as Nd6 It is 
dimcult for black to hold the 
queensfde 

16 Nc3 fS 19 Rt1 M 20 QbS hS 21 Rsbl 
Rab622 ab6 ab6 23 M bS 24 Mbs BbS 25 
cb5 o4 26 Qb4f NbS 27 QC4 Qc4 28 Be4 Nd4 
20 Rb8 Rb8 30M Kh791 Ba5Re8(MS 
Otagnm) 32 d6l Rc4 39 d7{U 34 Kfl Rd4 
35 dKl Rd8 38 Bd8 NiMill (1-0). A 


smooth performance by Shirov but 
a very high level of resistant e is 
offer^ by the 12 year old Peter 

DavangalHi Dutta 



BRIDGE 


If million pounds that s 

Vr the large st bet I \e evei 
made You mi^it think that makes 
me a big lime gambler Not at 
all—^|ust a bridge player You see I 
wasn t taking a c i .vy risk when I 
made the bet which was that no 
one t ouid write a romputer 
progi am to beat me at the game of 
budge 1 was betting on a sure 
thing That s the start of a famous 
bridge player s autobiography 
It IS not exactly the type of bridge 
book one is accustomed to—hands 
are fewer than one would normally 
find in a 191 page book Still if you 
are one of those who like to read 
gocxl witty prose with interesting 
anecdotes about the flamboyant 
lifestyle of one of the game s most 
exciting and charismatic stars 
Bridge My Way by who else 
but Zia Mahmeiod Pakistan s 
globe trotting super star is the 
book you are looking for Priced at 
US $ 9 95 (7 99 sterling pounds), 
this softbound publication from 
Faber and Faber, may not be the 
cheapest buy but will I assure you. 
provide some useful bridge Ups as 
well as hours of entertainment as 
Zia is a delightful reconteur not 
averse to exaggerating a bit in order 
to add the right amount of spice 
Only one Indian features in Zia s 
book, my partner Jaggy 
Shivdasanl Fhey were playing the 
1988 Open Pairs in Cannes, 
leading the field after the first day. 


Next morning Jaggy had gone on a 
boat excursion to an Island off the 
coast Busy clicking pictures (of 
what*) he missed the boat s return 
and had no way of getting back till 
half an-hour after game time Zia 
who claims to have been restJrtgtn 
bed (hard to believe Zia doing so in 
Cannes) got a call from Jaggy Do 
somethir^ wake up get up goto 
the dock and pay a flshernllan to 
sail out and rescue me Jaggy 
pleaded (le added or so Zia 
c laims But look for one with an 
old boat That might be cheaper 
Anyway Zia did nothing of the sort 
but got the dlrec tor to pi ovide a 
substitute for Jaggy s half hour 
delay When Jag^ finally arrived, 
they went on to win as Zia s use of 
some choicest Hindl/Urdu gaalis 
to describe hiS views on Jag^ s 
lineage did not dim the latter s 
bndge skills 


NOOTH (dum ny) 
« A 1 
V KB 4 

* J 8 f I 

* K 104 


wrsT 

A JSB 

• JIGbS"* 

• K9j 

• OS 


CAST 
A 092 

* 09 

• 0104 
A 98732 


SOUTH 
A K 10 74 

* A 73 

* A 75 
A AJ 6 


Zia West led a heart against 
South s three no trump contract 
and East Jaggy on winning the 
first trick continued the suit to 
declarers ace At trick three South 
cashed the king of spades and 
Jaggy followed with the n/ne/ 
Declarer, who could no longer 
afford to duck West s eight on the 
next round of the suit, went up with 
the ace under which Jaggy 
dumped hisgueen/ Now West could 
win the third round of spades to 
establish hearts South, who no 
longer had the tempo to set up the 
thirteenth diamond was forced to 
guess the location of the club 
queen and going with the odds, he 
played E)ast, the man with more 
minor suit cards, for it One down 
and. according to Zia, a big step 
forward in I^stan>lndia 
relationship! 
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R eason why 
l7-ycai>crfd 


Aml7>yeai>(dd 
champion Monica Seles, 
who was sucking a 
lolhpopatapress 
conference, pronounced 
the Virginia Slims 
Championships "thehest 
tournament*': Because "in 
the locker rooms th^ 
have all these different 
kinds oTcandies." 

S IGN raised by a ftmale. 

fan in (he stands at the 
Australian C^n during 
Stefan Edberg’s 
seml'flnal victory over 
Wayne Ferreira: "Forget 
Annette—Marry Me." 

F irst player ever tojyin 
four major 

championships beforehis 
21 St birthday: Mats 
Wilander. 


r»]iicii:vaanr?i; 


more indoor te^is 
courts per capita than auy 
other country in the 
wnHd: Sweden. 
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y .'ind !M(; r.iM-t ’ Co'y Evcrsor' mignt ‘ook ali ij 

L-cleO-'jp iriqnt' .vopn she s cofnpoEng. bul , 

rv.'ise she s a- -aeok as silk (aboveV C mon, * 

rl;es don t ge' t 'd‘ koy v;eight-trainir:g' 
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Peter Graf: The time to redem himself has finally 
come' 


11 I ATilKK, l)i: VK I ATIICR 


Charges dissolved 

I F you’re a Steffi Graf fan and are concerned' 
about her. we’d love to share this bit of liewhs 
with you. Aconman*cuni~ bojdngpnnhoter 
who goes by the name of Eberhard 'Thust has ^ 


blackmailing Steffi Grafs father. Peter Graf, 
over a love affair with a model. This news 
incidentally had played havoc with Steffi’s 
personal life two years ago and the papers and 
tabloids went to town with it. 

'The model. Nicole Meissner has also been 
sentenced for two years. In 1990. Peter Graf had 
reportedly paid 'Ihusl Dm 800.000 ($685,000) 
to keep his affair with 23'year old Nicole 
Meissner quiet. Newspaper reports also claimed 
that Graf was the &ther of Meissner's child, but 
a blood test proved the charge negative. Peter 
Graf denied that he was beingpressuiised to 
pay the mon^, but claims he did so voluntarily 
is order to keep the press out of this, thereby 
protecting his daughtor. 

Hopefully adth this sentence peace should, 
retmm to the Graf family. 


sACJJ' A Loroj Tin\(;s 


All about Sachin 


S ACHINTENDULXi^RfanTHere, try out a 
few ftin facts on the guy: 

Nlcknanw: Tendlya or Sachu. 

Favourite dish: Muig Makhanl. 

Favourite TV ahbw: DD's nonrstop nonsense. 
Favourite holiday raaort* Hoiik. 

Which person In ttw world would you Ilka to 
moat: Don Bradman. Mike Tyson and Ben 
Johnson. 

Fears: Wars and natural calamities. 

Ukas: Music, wild life and home cooked food. 
Hardest player to diamlaa: Sanjay Mai^rekar. 
Hardest bowler to face: Wasim Akram. 
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sim:i:i) limit! 




W«P|ar YQiin(s\l«fisthy coiitr«&t with 
«M^a«vhim«iifl0rb^fromiHfn^^ /. 


^ t': ''■• 

fir-llfciikiOTANia'^Wi^ c,.-.-, 

: fcPwM«rYfluni8.*»^^^ 

JL «bti6h^Aii]iitr^axklhti$fclp|ier^ 

That YtAi^ has hi# ovei«»4aatfi1W ■, 

blame. Inumfiaalao.Utun^Waqar'a 
stFehubus eth^'ih the English 
withSaiT^.-. ..*■'>■'4#, 

IlmKhanis convinced that tfWaqor -, •’' 

completes his lengthy five-year contract with > 
Surrey, his international career Coidd come 
turijt. Imran has therefore sounded a wanibrn ip’'r 
Waqer urging him to quit county cideket as i^ ;.' 
aapossibto- 

Surreycoach, GeoS'Amold--reactingto! .V 

Imran’s statements—hit back saying, "pon\ 
blame iw. We haven't burnt himout. Waqar 
bowled fewer overs«round 528 last seasori^^ah. 
Phil Pefireitas or Nell Foster." These ' ;'. 

e}q>lanations. however, don't impre^ tmim ' 
Khaii. He arg^ saying,'Waqar won't last If h$ . 
cacrtosonandlhavetoMhimthathewillbe 
„ finish^ uiikas his contract is limited. At.the ' . / 
mqni^tlfalttiecontracdtoolQng. Fhiandal^" 

" obuh^bildtetismipprUmtforsomeoncjof. ' ■ V 
: lYaqaCsage but he should nowconc<mtjmiaon , 

' mteiTwtioiialcrfc^ ' ' -' v 

. Wbtidd’what YSninis.tfidtols now . 

., Paidtotapiu^hla hadt, has to sey how ' 




F HBSi^newson (msuinghuilduptn. :. 

Uie^McHttca ; \ .ihe'^ideFbatPii: 

Selesvc^us" . Sdea.'fi^'thiCi^-^^r 

:-\Jknmy.Cohpors‘r, 

'Battte'^the Sexes' • *' Cohtm’ds'ifeii^to-faA 
tchniaftiatch/SdCs. upSt<niiWkk»ih.. ;'V-i;’ 
.diegr^qievtnehasit.is ' ^{^'hiiiama-‘.>■ >■ 
'' gedir^ perhaps a little wbrn^'^awe-aS . - \ 

: .. \ toqre^ssr>-nnda ' 

\ ; Iriflecod^-inthe :• ll^teehisa^^qtto^ 

„ :i^q;-a:^aii^'fca8;V''.‘-' 

'Vm^:s}i^ooiiikM]est X ; 

' C^ktbqra'wi^^tir 

..impbrfenr/sha'-^- 'V ^ 

. > '■"■.• '-•V' aig9e#.a4dlftg-thkt 

■'/ '■.• ■■- ; ‘ >■ ■; , shedouhts'suchwhet. 

**•>.'* •*' ' *• . ' -tJ »*.-» t*-. 









I N the cricket ftess 
Boxes of the world. 
It is highfy unusual 
to see Journalists 
give vent to emotions of 
patriotism or support 
their teams Yet. who 
could dei^ this to the 
rather large number of 
South African medlamen 
(and women) present at 
the Sydney Crlt ket 
Ground while theii team 
spanked 

pre-toumament hot 
shots Australia The 
sights of absolute jcy 
brought goose pimples to 
men who claim their 
hides would make an 
elephant pale by 
comparison 
At the other end of the 
box sat the Aussie Press, 
deep In thought about 
what was going wrong 
with their seemingly 
all conquering team 
Outside the box in the 
stands the, sell-out SCG 
crowd couldnt 
comprehend the event 
taking place in front of 
them 

One banner had said 
Wellcome back (sic) to 
the South Alrlcan 
cncketers The sign 
which briefly hung in 
frcHit of one of the stands 
echoed the initial mocxl 
of a generous crowd, but 
sent worldwide ly 
telecislon it did nothing 
to enhance the condition j 
of Australia s i 

educational system 
Perhaps mercifully for 
the hosts the sign was 
removed after a brief 
flutter—for the heinous 
crime of obscuring an 
advertising hoarding In 
Australia you can do 
anything Anything but 
interfere with marketing 
hype 

Nevertheless, warm 
,lnd6ed was the initial 
welcome to the South 
Afiricans from a packed 
Stadium (as perhaps it 
wasallaround^ 


\ 



I 


world) For their part the 
Australian crowds, 
buoyed by public 
statements from Border 
and Simpson that 
Australia would not be 
beaten again, no doubt 
thought they could afibrd 
to be generous in their 
support for the South 
Africans But once the 
world—and the 
Australians in 
particular—had seen 
what the exiles were 
c apable of. that touch of 
'underdog support' 
disappeared 
‘Come on Aussies. 
rip’em apart held,’sald 
one amidst the array of 
posters Sitting in a 
special stand, wearing 
uniforms similar to their 
cricketers, the South 
African supporters were 
Immune to what was 
being said on the 
banners While 
holidaying in Australia. 
Mr'Mflllie Corteeze and 
three other South 
African friends climbed 
Average Rock, took 
photographs of the Great 
Barrier I^f and 
travelled to Calms, the 
northern tourist port 
But for them, none of 
those attractions beat 
the SCG that day. The 
group from Pretoria had 


come to Australia, like so 
maziy other South 
Afriouis. for the sole 
purpose of watching 
their team in the World 
Cup. 

"End apartheid 
forever, ban the white 
ball." vras the and 
one-day cricket plea on 
one bed sheet Well, at 
least some Australians 
managed to put sport 
beyond politics This In 
spite of &e fact that, 
while Allan Border's men 
battled in the middle. 
Prime Minister Paul 
Iteatingwas delivering 
an economic plan to save 
Australia 

Oneimaginadve 
markedngldea 
undertaken ly a 
newspaper group was to 
sell a spwlal edlUon of 
‘Ifoating's plan’ at the 
SCG with occasional ads 
appearii^ on the giant 
electronic scoreboard 

Butitwillbehlstoiy 
that will decide which 
was the more Important 
statement in Australia 
that day: the economic 
plan which is to kickstart 
Australia back into 
moUon: or the naUonal 
cricket team being 
hammered by a sMe 
returning to play after 


Ones South Africa startsd winning, 
banners with racial ovarturss startad gokifl up 



two decades (^isolation. 

Ihe algnlflcance of 
both, however, were 
about the future: both 
about humanity’s 
stumbling, fumbling 
progress. Both were bom 
out of disenchantment 
and despair, but 
nourished with hope. 
ButthecricksC. If you 
were not an AustTEdian, 
was far greater fun. The 
shocked faces in the 
Press Box salditall 
Perhaps some of my 
Australian colleagues j 

would have prefened 
writing on the Prime 
Minister’s economic plan 
than the cricket that 
evening 

To mb salt into the 
AuSMe wounds one 
newspaper carried the 
stoiy of how the great Sir 
Donald Bradman helped 
to sustain the South 
African spirit during 
their long exile 

South Africa’s cricket 
board chief. All Bacher. 
said that Sir Don 'greatly 
encouraged the 
progression of South 
African cricket from 
behind the scenes" 
writing to many of them 
while thty were 
ostracised. 

'The great man was 
even moved enough to 
break his silence, 
saying: "1 have always 
0 ven them moral 
support and 

encouragement because 
1 knew the South African 
cricketers themselves 
were not responsible for 
the political situation in 
their cmmtty." 'niat will 
go down as a historic 
quote. 

But If you were an 
Austri^tauiat the SCG 
Uiatdity. and Ifv^t 
happened is Indeed 
history, it was certainty 
notsomethlng totell 
your grandefrOdren 
about 






k Pace is sweadng it out and shedding it o£ 
It is pushing yourself. Testing yourself 
Pace is an energetic line of watches. 

Slim styles woiltcd out with boM des^ns. 



In a word, Pace b power. 
In other wmds, it's you.ii 





fl*< Ylniiki^m HMHlIai^M 
(Iml frii of iMlftMl IHtWcMlfi iMWMi 

• CmnI. our aHnoM on 

Ko noifenfei lOmi im amn u l i in 
Nodv Vio noof QiMtkHt nol m i 


VHiolitf it k I VMOhi or JbiMflH WNi 

^^vowp^p m V V wvonpm w wnnnMMp^p 

iMOr»IB44. or tiuoM or WHpo. 100 
rikof to imii A Own Ciknro inlonii- 

^^w^oo nk o^^n^wO^o non^o o^^^^nooin ^o 


fiueoMo mdir Moi k hty to ilM dO' 
wlooniiit Of now kohnolOQy onO On 
nMiomi npui viivnoirt cpfiminc 
or on oniMn i MiiuiiunMo.iiD oonp* 
Okr oiodil or Mno onioMiOoiiloiy iNk 
ooO npHook On iQitiiioM moko poflWi’ 

flNniOn TOiHGlif UM wiv nMn pivQi Oi 

On p oomOt or mokinw of to ol. 
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World Champion Wayne Rainey at work 
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oM Ykrahi VZR 900.1» M|» «R>lr 

duriretortrMarM0iMMniNr.9iMii« SVJ&lM pSJlJn Sir; 
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ihe (Mtlncte wkm our pNdwIi M .- 

Mod uMlir tho moot gnNMii nM CwW «i»ir tT liinO OOi lnii jO 
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Vltl itliirid. Springen*. N’t# 
JLlhl i ig Mm you don’t 
•oootid-Mutoo. Ifo • dooMon 

VIB^ Wiwn IVNRM WIDI llljf 
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ogroomonL But, N thot ehongoo 
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grool»too good, ond If o oeory 
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MAGIC JOHNSON might be down 
.... but ho’8 oeittynly not out 
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T hinking about those things 
makes me realise that 
nothing I’ve managed In boxing 
over the last two years amounts 
to very much The only thing I get 
from boxing is security for my 
family 

CHRIS EUBANK traumatised after 
his opponent Michael Watson went 
into a coma after their bout, has 
finally deoded to continue boxing 


^HE trouble with Ayrton Is that 
JL I won’t give way to him as 
many others win da ril stand up 
to him, M I’ve demonstrated time 
and again and that makes him 
feel uncomfortable. He finds it 
dWIicuit to c o pe wHht We’ve 
beaten each other a fair number 
of times over the years. It would 
seem that when he comes under 
presaura, it gets to him. 

NIGEL MANSELL proved this 
when he began this year m style by 
winnxig the South African Grand 
Pnx. 

W HENEVER I look down the 
wicket at the batsman I see 
a geexer trying to rum my career. 
PHIL TUFNELL explains what goes 
on in Ins mmd when he starts hn 
run-up. 


YF he picks his aurtaces and 
JLt a k aa hlatima, he could maha 
tha top 100 again and ttiat would 
beaomeachlevemanL If I ware 
hbn, t would aim to be randy aflar 
Wimbledon. What he needs la 
matches and he really doeant 
want to go In for a Mg 
toumamsirt without being match 
fit He has to be IIIm George 
ForeriMn and take it slowly. 
JOHN LLOYO.B|om Borg’s first 
opponent on the senior circuit, feels 
the Swedish former No I should not 
expect too much, too soon. 
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ANALYSIS 

I Ts not that India were on 
the receiving end of the 
World Cup rain rule, 
which makes It 
worthwhile to look into the 
implications of the rule It is by 
general consensus that the rule 
Is'inadequate' 

It was three seasons ago that 
Australia, then on a one day 
high, surprisingly lost the World 
Senes finals to West Indies after 
a ram interrupted match was 
reduced to the peniiissible 15 
overs The West Indies tame in 
and having all theii wic kets, 
bashed the nms in no time. 
inu( h to the horror of Australian 
crlc ket Something had to be 
done In shoe k and desperation, 
a new way of get ting nd of the 
trrinendous advantage a side 
batting St (ond receives by the 
‘old lule came up For two 
seasons now. the Aussies have 
used a method whereby in an 
Interrupted match, the team 
batting second Is required to 
make, in the reduced number of 
overs I he number of runs 
St ored by the team batting first 
from tbe equivalent number of 
highest scoring overs ’ 

1 he rule, hidden In the 
playing conditions, did not get 
mut h attention That no-one 
had bothered to bring up the 
unfair nature of this rule for a 
side batting second, is 
shot king It was only March 1 
when Ixith sc hedulcd Cup 
game s wci e hit by rain, fore Ing 
the use ol the rule, did everyone 
sit up But not much could lie 
done .ind as much as we in 
India might complain about 
how the rule robbed our team of 
a win against the Australians 
there’s no getting away from the 
fact that no one t ared to objec t 
to the rule before Nevertheless, 
the rule is ndic ulous 
In the Brisbane match, the 
runs from the 47 highest 
scoring overs from Australia s 
Innings were added to iormulate 
India's target—the three 
cheapest overs discarded were a 
maiden, a leg-bye maiden and a 
third over from which one run 
was scored. It was almost as if 
India were being penalised for 
bowling three good overs. That 


HIE KAliN KUIJ 
CONTROVERSEY 

A Damp 
Squib 


ANDY O’BRIEN examines a rule which no-one 


likes but everybody lives with 



India came within a hair s 
breadth of an enthralling 
victory, by no means proved 
that the law is not farcical. 

Azharuddln, normally the 
most diplomatic of 
people—sometimes too 
diplomatic—didn't hold back 
this Ume. Those three overs 
slumped (the Aussie Press used 
the word 'stuffed') u8^ he said 


and added "games like this show 
up the loopholes in the rules." 
Border too agreed that it 
definite^ disadvantaged the 
side batting secoftd. 

Australian Cricket Board 
'Chief mcecutlve David Richards 
also admitted that the current 
rule was not perfect, but 
believed it was better than the 
pilous rule that was admply 










calculated on run rate and overs 
v&iced. That rule was wrong too. 

' for it gave the side batting 
second an enormous 
advantage. So to ensum that the 
side batting first isn't at a 
disadvantage |uid to rectify 
Australia's hurt pride after the 
West Indies beat them in what 
the Aussles claim vras 'a 
ridiculous’ World Series final 
three seasons ago. the Worid 
Cup has now been subjected to 
this ridiculous rule. One 
wonders what the situation 
, would have been had the 
Aussles themselves been in 
India's boots that day. and lost 
the match because of the rule. 
The search for a new rule would 
have been on the very next day, 
that's for sure. 

Not so now. Everyone is 


’ admitting that the system is not 
• perfect, but as long as they are 
not affected no new soluUons 
will be looked at. It is a fact that 
' ” many solutions have bran tried 
arid none have been accepted 
universally. Perhaps that time 
come now. CH’wlllltonly 
.vf^bme if Australia’s chances m 
World Cup are ironicalfy ' ” 
niinM by their own rule? 


One solution, could be 
Including in the conditions of 
play a clause which allows the 
scheduled playing time to be 
moved say half an hour or one 
hour in case of any 
interruptions. Had the 
scheduled time of play bran 
stretched to an extra 10 
minutes. India would have had 
their full quota of overs and 
probably vw>n too. There is, in 
fact, one clause in the present 
playing conditions which says 
that ‘if a team fielding second 
fails to bowl the required 
number of overs by the 
scheduled cessation time, the 
hours of play shall be extended 
until the overs have been 
bowled or a result achieved.' 
Why can't a similar extension be 
applied to a rain-interrupted 


The rule, hidden in the 
playing conditions, did 
not get much attention. 

That no-one had 
bothered to bring up the 
unfair nature of this rule 
for a side batting second, 
is shocking 


game, especially because 
daylight does allow for (his in 
Austrmia. But in Australia that 
is a preposterous proposal. No 
game can be continu^ till past 
6 O'clock because television 
controls cricket in this country. 
Channel Nine breaks for its 
'high-rating' news at six O'clock 
every evening and therefore no 
match can end after they have 
left the cricket to go over to their 
newsroom. 

Such is the control of 
television over cricket in 
Australia that the very timing of 
having the World Cup in the 
third week of February, was 
planned so that the cricket did 
not interfere with Channel 
Nine's exclusive coverage of the 
Winter Ofympics. The two week 
break from the end of 
Australia's cricket 


commitments against West 
Indies and India tillthe start oif 
the Worid Cup. cdinclded 
exactfy with the start and finish 
ofthe Winter Olympics in 
Albertvillr. 

Television also dictates that 
no match will be shown live in 
the city the game is being played 
in: out of the generosity of their 
hearts permission has bran 
granted that the final at the 
MCG will be telecast in the 
Melbourne city area, but of 
course under one condition: 
that the match is sold out. No 
wonder none of Channel Nine's 
commentators, bothered to 
criUcise the rule which 'did 
India in' at Brisbane. 

Greg Chappel felt, 'the rule is 
the closest you can come to the 
best. You can't get closer to 
being perfect. Many things have 
been tried and I think this is the 
best.” 

David Gower, an apprentice 
with the network's commentary 
team however admitted he had 
reservations about the rule. If he 
does bother to go public on it. 
Gower could be in a bit of trouble 
vrith Channel Nine bosses. Rod 
Marsh once openly criticised 
one-day cricket and got (he sack 
fium Channel Nine. 

Tony Grelg vdio doesn't say 
much that would get him into 
trouble— in fact he doesn't say 
very much that is sense at 
all-^hen asked about the rules 
retorted '."Why blame the rules. 
Blame Ravi Shastri for losing 
the match." 

Coming to think of it. there 
might be an lota of truth in what 
Steve Waugh said after he 
dropped the catch, oiTthe final 
ball, in Brisbane, but managed 
to throw in for a run-out. ”1 read 
in the papers this morning that 
the television blokes wanted an 
exciting game for television, so i 
thought I’ll give them what they 
want," he joked. 

Well at least India can take 
solace in one thing; they are 
providing the Worid Cup with 
the closest matches, in a 
tournament dominated by one 
sided matches. 

At least Greg and company 
should be happy about that. # 
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The f{rral Eti^lanci fast 
bowler Fred 1 1 iii man 
onresaidof llu 
expec talions of 
Englishmen alxiut their 
cm kct (earns 
England s always 
expecting Nowondci 
they (all her the mother 
(oiintiv 

Ihioiighout the 
Eighties however 
England s c xpec tations 
often dashexi against 
ext rt me adversity with 
only some limited 
sue eess providing the 
silvc r lining and keeping 
their morale buoyant 
And in one day < i ic ket 


The Basin Reserve, 
Wellington, where 
England played their 
crucial match against 
New Zealand on 15 March 
(Inset) Derek Pringle 
great going 




















even though England 
have always had their 
tactics well sorted out, 
the pundits of the game 
never really considered 
them as serious 
contenders for the World 
Cup laurels. 

In spile of England's 
success on the New 
Zealand tour, preceding 
the World Cup. 
tournament previews 
merely mentioned 
England, perhaps 
because it was 
conventional to pay 
homage to the country 
where the game 
originated. For example. 
Lord Harris, quoted in 
The Times on his 80th 
birthday in 1931, 
provld^ the romantic 
view of cricket, the 
English game: "You do 
well tQdpve it for it is more 
free from anything 
sordid, anything 
dishonourable than any 
other game In the worid. 


To play It keenly, 
honourably, generously, 
self-sacriflcingly is a 
moral lesson In Itself and 
the classrooms of 
England is full of God's 
air and sunshine." 

C.L.R. James, the 
Marxist and West Indian 
historian, took a more 
realistic view of the 
romanticism of English 
cricket 'W.G. Grace was 
a Victorian, but the game 
he transformed Into a 
national institution was 
a product of 
pre-Victorian 
England.... it travelled by 
saddle and carriage. 
Whatever it could, it ate 
and drank prodigiously. 

It was not flnlcl^ in 
morals. It enj 03 red life..." 
Today. English cri^et 
may have lost some of 
Lord Harris' 
romanticisih, but it has 
gained more of James' 
realism. It Is what we call 
a change ip attitude, in 


thinking. 

Certainty, the minds of 
the current England 
selectors seem to work in 
less mysterious ways 
than of old; for instance, 
their World Cup squad 
does not include players 
on the verge of drawing 
pension cheques (is 
Eddie Hemmings still 
playing?) thouf^ their 
ability to come up with 
strange choices should 
never be 

underestimated, llie 
team now seems to be a 
high-tech machine that 
chewed up New Zealand 
in a Test and one-day 
series prior to the Cup. 
and now goes about 
making hamburgers of 
the other teams in the 
competition. 

Their captain Graham 
Gooch bats and 
calculates his team to 
slick victories with fully 
programmed game 
plans. No computer can 


Their captain 
Graham Gooch 
bats and calculates 
his team to slick 
victories with fully 
programmed 
gameplans. No 
computer, perhaps, 
can surpass the 
varied precision 
with which Gooch 
sets fields 
to his accurate 
bowlers. Gooch 
has moulded this 
side to the resilient 
professional image 
of himself 


surpass the varied 
precision with which 
Gooch sets fields to his 
relentlessly accurate 
bowlers. Gooch has 
moulded this side to the 
resilient professional 
image'bf himself. 

It was only last season 
that Gooch's side was 
crushed on the very 
wickets that have now 
catapulted them to the 
status of World Cup 





favourltei Tlieywenl 
down 3-0 m th« Test 
<«rieb and tailed to make 
the Hnals of the World 
Series ahead of an 
undermanned New 
Zealand Theladure 
Gooch sav*> lurther 
hardened his steely 
resolve and he 
intrudiic ed a new rej^tme 
throu(>h the niagii al 
lot inula of I omniilment 
and hard woik He has 
sine e led Fi/nfeltind to a 
2 2 Test series draw with 
Iht West Indies and a 2 0 
Test s< rics win m'er New 
Zi <)Iand 

Moieimpoitantly 
Eiiftlaiid (laimed the 
one day series at^atnst 
both i ountnes 3 0 
Includin;; theii triumph 
over the West Indies in 
iht present World Cup 
they have beaten them In 
ett;ht of their past 11 
limited over encounters 

It s a habit says Ian 
Uotham atxiut winning 
and \es England set m 
to ha\ f made it precisely 
that 

1 hey have dlflerent 
personnel this time and 
o\ er the pasf twelve 
months they have put 
togt ther some very good 
< ticket says Allan 
Horder Past 
perfonnances mean 
nothing I o me they are 
the team of the 
tournament "nieyhave 
got their ac t into gear 
and aie playing very 
well 

P LAYING the kind of 
professional cricket 
that Englishmen have 
long been reputed for, 
Gocx:h and his team have 
lashed back at all those 
armchair critics, whose 
colonial impertinence 
prompted them to wnte 
England off even before 
the tournament began 
Ironically. It was 
Er^land's 

conslstency—or rather 



the lack of if—that nuide 
them an unwise bet 
Down Under Inthenoi 
too distant pasf (he 
performances ol 
England s bowlers have 
varied too much they 
are now producing the 
consl|»tenc 7 that makes 
fora much more 
formidable proposition 


Ian Botham gave the 
photographers a field day 
introducing sungiasaee 
to cricket during a 
practice session 

Philip DcFYcitas seems 
to be < oniing good al last 
and Ills ability to swing 
the ball bat aggressively 
and field brilliantly 
allows him strong claim 


to all loiindei status 
Another playei In a 
similar mould is the 
young Iran and elec tnc 
Chris Lewis Injury and 
waywardness ha\ e 
always been his 
downfall but he sc enis 
to have oveic oim Ihcsc 
pioblenis and finally put 
it all togethei lor I he 
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.Cbrtoii)(y,the 

e^iit»nt80lectors 
ioemtoworkin 
ji#tt mysterious 
weysthanofold; 
for instance, their 
World Cup squad 
does not include 
players on the 
verge of drawing 
pension 

cheques, though 
their ability to 
come up with 
strange choices 
should never be 
underestimated 


World Clip Await* that 
he must ami at the oil 
stump or pensh and 
pitch the ball up or be 
thumped (possibly by 
Gooch) Lewis has bowled 
with discipline at its 
most polished 

As a bowlinfj unit they 
(ontain just one fast 
bowler in 1-ewis hut the 
others like Uoth<im 
Pringle, Small and 
Dennot Ret\e 
c oniijensat e lor lat k ol 
pat e with iincannv use 
of the ball 

Only a few yt ars ,igo 
England wei e ridit iilt d 
ioi piodiKingUHiiiiany 
bits and piet t s 
trlcketers- guys who 
could do a little bit ol this 
and a little bit ol that 
Yet Itisthdt fotmula 
whu h IS woi king in this 
World Cup liitait they 
have their bic eps bulging 
wot hall loundeisin 


Botham Pringle Ijewis 
Reeve and DeFreitas Is it 
that these blokes are 
c oming good oi Is It 
merely that the 
limited overs game has 
c hanged enough to 
1 equire the servit es of 
live so called 
bits and plec es players ^ 
It IS interesting to note 
theway that black 
c nc keters arc beginning 
to dominate the fast 
liowllng spots in the 
English team something 
ev en more pronounced 
sine e Injury i uled out 
Angus Fiasei Andwnth 
flick Robin Smith and 
Allan I^tmb all of South 
Afni an ongln, there Is an 
e^tremely liigh 
proportion of 
foreign bom players in 
the side something 
that s Irequinlly blamed 
on the lac k of good sc hool 
and junior cricket in Old 


Bhghty 

Although the English 
have often been sluggish 
in the field m recent 
times, in this 
tournament they have 
shown a startling 
urgency and enthusiasm 
m that area of the game 
No doubt Gooch and 
Mic ky StewasI have 
impressed on them the 
importance of fielding m 
the one day game 

For two days prior to 
their game against 
England theAussies 
practised at the SCG 
nets side by side with 
then traditional nvals It 
was after watching their j 
new fielding 1 egime n t hat 
Allan Border 
commented They have 
been taught adiffeient 
kind of attitude by Gock h 
and Stewart Seeing 
them now onecouldnt 
compare them to the 
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W India s most popular expert on 
^cnckot analyses leviews, examines and 
relives the excitement of the World 
Cup from 75 to 67 
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past. Tliere seems to be a 
sense of purpose that 
had been injected into 
the learn.” 

Much credit for this 
should go to coach 
Mickey Stewart. His 
contributions match 
that of Bobby Simpson’s 
to the rise of Australian 
cricket. But unlike 
Simpson. Stewart isn’t 
the kind of gentleman 
who blasts his mouth off 
at every opportunity, 
praising himself and his 
team. ’’All I can say is 
that the hard work put in 
is all being paid back. I 
only hope we continue in 
this vein” says the 
manager who has. in a 
clever move, kepi his 
son’s place in the 
En^and side by making 


him play as a 
wicketkeeper-batsman. 

England’s batting 
depth, though not 
extended much so far in 
the tournament, now 
also has the consistency, 
a quality that has eluded 
it in the past few years. 
And with first-class 
century maker Phil 
DeFreltas at No. 10. 
England bat further 
down than any of their 
Cup rivals. 

Having plugged the 
only gap in their 
battlnf^—by pushing 
Botham up as Gooch’s 
opening partner^heir 
batting seems almost 
impos}^; with 
the powerful Robin 
Smith, the ever 
dangerous Graeme Hick 


Much credit sHouftf 
Qo to coach Middy 
Stewart His . 
eohtributiohaddielt 
thatofSobby ' 
Simpaon’atoldd . 



Allan Lamb, who had a 
hamstring injury, Is being 
tsstaabvEnglsnd 
msnsgsr Mickey Stswsrt 


tested by Engisnd 
msnsger Mickey Stswsrt 
during s fitness trisi: s 
different kind of sttitude 


and the 

attractlveTif-flighty Nell 
Falrbrother. the middle 
order Is well-stacked. 
Even without the Injuiy 
stricken Allan Lamb. 
England have confirmed 
just how good their 
batting can be. 

The world can see that 
England are a 
completely rejuvenated 
team and. though not 
many of their opponents 
win admit, most people 
aure of the opinion that 
England look set to give 
the Cup a mighty shake. 
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Thoufth England are (till 
thcUmeofwrlllng) 
lx;liind New Zealand on 
llie points table, they arc 
being seen as a more 
dangerous proposition 
than the Kiwis. Their 
only point loss was, 
when they were 
reminded of the cruel 
and sometimes farcical 
nature of the 
limited-over game, when 
they elTccttvely knocked 
out Pakistan but were 
still unable to take both 
the points at Adelaide 
due to rain. 

Zimbabwean captain, 
David Houghton, having 
nothing to lose, can 
afford to be more open 
than his counterparts 
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^UipDeFreitas 
Mims to be coming 
at last and his 
ability to swing the 
^ii, rot 

aggressively, and 
geidbrtiiiantly 
aMows him strong 
claim to alKrounder 
status-• 

Ifijuryand 
waywardness have 
been his 

(iowmaii, but Chris 
. Uwis seems to 
rove overcome the 


"^.,1 /n 





from the other countries. 
“I think England \vlll win 
the World Cup.” he says. 
‘They're the best 
all-round side. They bat 
to No. lOgndtliey’vegol 


Chris Lewis (left) and 
OeFreitas before going 
for nets: discipline 

eigid bowlers.” 

■fhey have afsogot Ian 
Uolliain. 

"A fat has-been" is 
what Dennot Reeve, a 
relative newronier to the 
England team, called 
Botham a lew years ago. 
But then other people too 
have oflt'ii underrated 
Botham in the past. Fred 
TYueman once said that 
“he couldn't bowl a hoop 
downhlll.”The 
Australian fast bowler 
JelfTliompson said. “He 
couldn't bat to save 
himself.” 

Now. conceding that 
he has very little petrol 


left in his tank, and 
claiming that he'sl>een 
written of! more times 
than Frank Sinatra, the 
ehampiun all rounder 
(with the well-padded 
waist-line) cum 
pantomime king is 
making the World Cup 
his personal stage over 
which he rules as the 
King oi Ok. 

Umpire Bill Alley once 
praised the go-getter 
all-rounder saytng: “I 
thinkj^fyou made him 
Prime Minister 
tomorrow, he'd pick this 
country up in tpn 
minutes." 

Ironically. Bobby 
Simpson, and others 
claim that the 
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Engllshnien have learnt 
a lot from Australia's 
approach. In lad. 
Simpson rialins that 
many teams are 
‘copying’ the Aussie style 
of playing one-day 
eilrkel. Botham 
pooh poohsthat Idea 
saying; "No way. I think 
one of the major reasons 
for our siK'cess is t hat all 
the guys have roinc into 
this tournament 
somewhat fresh... not 
aftera long .season at 
home, as has happened 
in the pa.sl World Cups." 

Allan Border agrees 
that the fact that the 
Englishmen haven't 
ramc straight out ofa 
packed domestic season 


An England fan 
personifies the concept 
of patriotism in 
Meibourne 

has inaflo a big difference 
to their pcrlormance. 
"Ijist lime in 1987 they 
made the ilnal and at 
ilia I stage it could be 
anyone's Cup. Yeah, you 
musn'l forget that they 
made the ilnal four 
years ago. Ttils time they 
are even more dangerous 
Ix'cause they are fresh." 
says liorder. 

England's win against 
Sri l.anka was their tenth 
In siH’i'essIve one-day 
games. Ignoring the 
wa.shou( against 
Pakistan. It is a 
remarkable nm. one 


short of the all-comers 
record in Australia, and 
India apart, no team in 
the competition has yet 
threatened to end it. On 
the face of it, eveiy match 
En/^and plays isjust a 
routine day at the ofRce 
for the men most likely to 
be crowned World 
One-day champions 
next wee.k. Perhaps this 
is the Ideal opportunity 
for the ‘mother country' 
to deliver...her first 
World Cup triumph. 
Maybe it’s time for the 
great expectations to end 
in a champagne 
celebration at Ute MCG 
come March 26th: 
PHOTOGRAPHS: NIKHIL 
BHATTACHARYA 
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World Cup is already being 
referred to, and quite rightly 
so. as the Computer Cup. As 
of writing this halfway 
through, according to the 
resident arithmetician. 

India's chances are now zero 
minus very little. Hut to give a 
brief summary of what hgs 
happened since you opened 
the la.st Sportswqrld. 


INDIA VS PAKISTAN | 


For once India looked good on 
the Held but let us remember 
that this was against Pakistan 
who, like the Indians, get 
terribly agitated under 
pressure and allow a 
thinly-disguised anm tei irism 
to take over. Almost hallway 
through the World Cup. it has 
also been reconllrmcd that in 
this World Cup thert^ is no 
obvious winner, no single 
team which is pre-eminent, 
and the side which keeps its 
cool and a .sharper eye on the 
weather than Imran did 
against the South Africans, 
will get the apple. 

At the moment, the team 
playing the best cricket is not 
New Zealand who have played 
all their matches on home 

Brian Lara baat tha rain—and 
India—arlth an axploalva knock 
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gmunds but England. This is ' 
not surprising since the 
Englishmen (whatevercolour 
they may be nowadays) play 
more competitive one-day 
cricket than anybody else. 
Those of you who are hooked 
into some satellite or the other 
would have seen England do 
an efficient Job on the 
“convicts", a painless 
operation performed by the 
m(Xit lovably hated pommie 
surgeon Ian Botham. 

It was truly as line a con act 
as I have seen for many a day 
as Australia got done in by a 
reputation and not by any 
noticeable skill or ingenuity. 

Earlier, at Sydneyagain&t 
India. Pakistan etUcred the 
field with a team ofhas-beens 
and maybe-to-bes. They are 
in the process of rebuilding, of 
finding repL icemen ts for some 


fine batsmen, all of whom 
retired about the same time. 
Fora while Miandad halffille<l 
this awkward void, but he can 
no longer take complete 
charge and if Malik goes early. 
Pakistan will always struggle 
to score200exiept against 
very mediocre howling. 

In Shaijah List year, vou 
may recall that Malik failed in 
the early matches and 
Pakistan lost, but he came 
good when it really counted 
and Pakistan walked off with 
the trophy. 

As a game, this one was 
fairly predictable, 'flic 
Pakistan spinneis wen^—and 
always will be^- a luxury 
against the Indians, leaving in 
eff'ei-t onlyAkiani and Aaqutb 
who require to be treated with 
some caution. IndLi is clearly 
a superior side and I iv.is even 


THE COMPUTER 


CUP IS OUT OF 
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impressed by the way 
Axharuddin brought back 
Prnbhakarjust as Malik was 
looking dangerous, but the 
management (to my mind, 
from a tew thousand miles 
away) still needs to clear a few 
cobwebs. 

Why on earth was Kambli 
sent ahead ol Tendulkar. 
because he is a left-hander 
and a leg spinner was on? 
Even an average Indian 

1 - 

I 


batsman can play a leggie 
with his eyes shut. And by 
sending Kambli in, all India 
managed to achieve was to 
deprive an in-form batsman of 
a few overs. 

Tendulkar scored without 
slo^ngat an average, of five 
runs an over; and at the end 
he was not out. It does not 


Tendulkar must be given more 
overs to bat 



take a genius to realise that he 
must be given as many overs 
as possible. Also whether 
Srikkanth scores against the 
weaker sides is neither here 
nor there for there is no way 
that a self-respecting opening 
bowler will ever give him the 
width to play his shots. 


I INDIA VS ZIMBABWE 


AZHARUDDIN, alter carping 
so much about his lack of 
luck, can no longer complain 
for the rain and the quotient 
worked in his ftwour against 
Zimbabwe. The weakest team 
in the tournament can be of 
genuine nuisance value, not 
because it is likefy to beat 








anyone but nobody wants the 
rain to Interfere in a match 
against Zimbabwe and ruin 
painstakingly worked-out 
calculations. India was 
obviously the better side and 
the weather gave It another 
chance to qualify for the 
knockout stages. 


INDIA VS WEST INDIES 


WELL, India's managed to 
play itself out of the 
competition (unless there Is 
some divine Intervention} and 
I suppose heads will roll, 
though how many will depend 
on the manager's report as 
well as information brought' 
back byjoumallsts and other 
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Azhar eaiTM good •vantually, but It 
ivMtooJiUi 


Pakistan cdlabrataa flia dapaiiiti 
of Srikkanttt. VlMy la ha battm 
Ilka Shastrinow? 

followers ofthe game who are 
keen enough to travel all the 
way to watch what 1 feel has 
been pretty a verage cricket. 
Nevertheless, it has had its 
moments, though not for the 
Indians who once again sank 
within two strokes of safety. 

India batted first, which is 
sensible even if there is a hint 
of a harmless cloud on the 
horizon. Th^ also got off to a 
good start (though Srikkanlh 
looked as if he wanted to take 
overShastri’s role) which 
ManJrekarandAzharuddin 
did well to consolidate. But 
once again, the whole team 
failed to capitalise on the 
situation and let the Wipst 
Indies in with a chance. 

A chance, and a challenge 
which Lara look far too 
personally, swatting Kapil 
Dev and Prabhakar all over .yF 

the ground as if his livelihood 
depended on it (which of 
course it does). By the time 
India managed to get its 
breath with a substantial 
breakthrough, the West 
/ndfes had victory In sight 
which Hooper and Arthurton 
reached without any hiccups. 

And now that India has lost 
to hvnt-runners New Zealand 
fop, even arithmeticians 
cannot provide a glimmer of 
hope. But more of that next 

week. 9 
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NEW ZEALAND SHOW 

INDIA NO MERCY 




ir s^ Tni -fiiial berths but 
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humiliated Pakistan all 
but send World 
champions crashing 
from the Worid Cup ” 

‘All but? What are you 
talking about, mate? 
Thqr’re histoiy, mate! 
Tb^’re done for 
No, not according to 
TheAustralian They 
sbll have the 
mathematical hope of 
defending their Worid 
Cup crown after losing to 
Pakistan by 48 runs 
Now sec^d last on the 


Indies Yeah,‘faintest of 
mathematical hopes* 
'That scenario falling Into 
place was even less likely 
than Zimbabwe beating 
Australia in Hobart 
Yet, one supposes that 
in this World Cup of 
non-stop surprises the 
patriot is entitled to such 
mathematical hopes 
This tournament has 
been such a perfect 
|x>tpouri that the only 
‘constant has been 
‘inconsistency Just 


them in a similar 
situation to what the 
Aussie were in. 
mathematical 
possibilities The Kiwis, 
with the luxuty of having 
plans to use reserve 
squad members put 
paid to the further use of 
logic and calculators, 
when they sticcessfully 
chased India’s 230 total 
at Dunedin 
‘The mere uiy was 




S O it happened at 
last The 
deiendlng World 
Cup champions, 
sre-toumament 
avourltes and co-hosts 
>f this World Cup, after 
veeks of hope. Anally 
idmitted that th^ had 
cashed out of the 
.oumament No wait a 
nlnute What have we 
iere?Oh, this is the 
ipiort’spageofThe 
tustraiian lt*s dated 
rhureday March 12, the 
lay after Pakistan 
landed the 
oumament’s6-4 
avourltes their fourth 
Dss from six games and 
t says: “Jaded Aussiek 


nine-team table, 
Australia havejust two 
wins from six matches 
and must win their 
remaining two games 
against lowly Zimbabwe 
and the West Indies to 
stay with a remote 
chance of a semi Anal 
birth" 

‘Remote chance.' 
mate It's the faintest of 
mathematical hopes 
that remain This would 
require New Zealand to 
beat India and Pakistan, 
Sri Lanka to beat the 
West Indies, England to 
beat South Africa, 
Paldstan tobeatSri 
Lanka and Australia to 
beat Zimbabwe and West 


Who*s taking whom for a 
(Ida? Raserves Subroto 
Banarjaa, Maleoim 
Marshall and Vinod 
Kambli try out tha drinka 
buggy at Wellington 

heard the DJ on radio 
play Mystenous Ways 
U2‘s now hit song And 
he's right when he adds 
at the end of the song 
that the World Cup too 
works in mysterious 
ways You too (no pun 
Intended) might have felt 
that way 

After India came back 
into the reckoning with 
victories over Pakistan 
and a bllt 2 krieg win over 
Zimbabwe, the loss to 
the West Indies placed 


rising as last-ditch 
eiTorts to make the last 
four stage were reaching 
fever pitch The league 
table apart from the 
Kiwis and the 
Englishmen who sat at 
the head, resembled a 
game of musical chairs, 
in which everyone 
thought they could win 
It was natural that. In a 
tournament of this 
nature, the last two 
semi-ftnal berths be 
decided in last round 
matches 

All the contenders 
were praying the rain, 
which has dogged this 
tournament, had ended, 
so that the seml-Aiud 
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spots could be 
determined by cricketing 
strengths rather than 
contrived half-botched 
results. 

South Africa charged 
Into contention with 
successive wins over the 
West Indies, I>akl8tan 
and Zimbabwe. Pakistan 
hit back, removing the 
Aussies from the firing 
line. The West Indies at 
last came to terms with 
condlUons. beating India 
convincingly to move 

Into fourth on the table 
pmilh>ing Indls furtlicr 
down. And still nothing 
was certain In this topsy¬ 
turvy competition. 

But there was on* 
constant in the 
tournament. Australia 
dldnot alter their 
winning formula from 
the last World Cup. .^d 
the^pald the prl^. After 

two wsses to New^ 
Z^and and SoutlT 
Africa In the opeidr^ 

matches, that one-run 

jonaehuWedt pntf *^ 

'"fWiSar^'" 











difference in Brisbane 
{gainst India gave them 
double those points. It 
was seen as an omen, 
from their triumphant 
1987World Cup 
campaign. 

Border believed that 
their one-run vlctoiy 
over India In theHrst 
game of the tournament 
four-and-a-half^ars 
ago gave the Australians 
the momentum to go on 
and lift the Cup. They 
were looking for the same 
positive push here—"a 


fuming point, the same 
as last time.” 

But this was not to be. 
The Australians went 
Into the World Cup 
under the weight of 
enormous pressure. The 
moment the structure 
shook, the pressure. 
Intensified. Said Allan 
Borden *We lost and all 
ofa sudden panic 
stations hit, and then of 

Did RUu’a pramatura 
calabilitlon cost ua tha 
match against Pakistan? 


course when we lost 
another It was Just like 
super catastrophe. 1 
think we just hit the 
panic button a little bit 
too much and too early 
and that caused more 
anxiety than was 
necessary." 

Border, for long the 
pillar of Australian 
cricket, is now being 
seen as It's Achilles heel. 
Fortunately for Border 
he was not alone in his 
struggles. He had, as 
compaity, those 



captains whose teams 
failed to make the 
semi-finals. Apart from 
Gooch and Crowe. who8< 
main problem was in 
peaking too early, no 
other skipper was 
confident of making It to 
the last four. Thty 
couldn't be. Not In a 
tournament In which 
anyone can beat anyone, 
save of course Zimbabwe 

Nine was the magic 
number being sought. 
That was supposed to be 
the cut-off point for the 
semi-flnallsts. Yes. so 
strange is the 
tournament that merely 
winning half your 
matches would have 
been good enough to put 
you Into contention. If 
not actually advance intc 
the semi-final. 

Thus at the time of 
writing, a tip on the 
making of the 
seml-flnallsts; New 
.Zealand, England, West 
Ipdles and South Africa. 
But don't bet your 
pants on itr 
AadrO’Mwi^MalaMa 










BY ANl>Y O BRIEN 


Wo^ 

«0d T|5)fVf 8iNti(tt tp be «i 
n;H«||;^)UjC^ 

(to wfon||. ItMy fiWtbiUe tdrflout 
6i;^vent!on. brsKflttcm^ habits aruf 
sanaibihUts* aveivtliing except the 
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,wtth the poc«inake», tlHv^have 
moved to second favourites at 9<2 
behind En^nd ( 

Written otT and ridiculadjiaving 
being dumped and thump^ by 
Errand in Uie tour that preened 
the World Ciqp. their confidence 
wlis aald to be low. Their skipper 
was injured and ready to opt out of 
the tournament and theirside« 
bemg itbutlt after a good denadoi 
seemed to be ahort onoualiw 
playi^. Asa cricket ntKftm uiey 
were written oftat being 
swmsimombetwmmtwDieveia. 
WhSethegruKse capptde^ 


VMi 


faMt'^ine 

natOdOland 
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The chances of New _ . 

....t-f'---- ' --"m i Zealand leading the 

I WorldCupaftera i 
^ ni a j o r i t y o f t h e - 

preliminary games 
’ ■wereplayed.were 
J about as remote as 
^1 M a rt i a n s 1 a n d i n g o n (i 
Planet Earth. But 


the nnpossible '.VW#^ 

hes happened 


tmiomsify 
Itlons. tiif^r. V Vr 
’ch^ptons ’ ^ 
il^<m«pathon .^; ^ 
themostrf, ' ■' 
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In short, Eden Park 
in rugby-mad 
Auckland with its 
slower wicket aiding | 
i the predominantly 
medium pace Kiwi 
bowling, isn't really 
tailor-made for the 
pace batteries of the 
West Indies. South 
Africa and Australia I 
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eveiygame 
prei" 
we‘v _ 

motti^He sc^ ivanb 

to be jn j^arise of.tliW’iQ^ 
and avoid Um 


and avoid Um pofp^iffc^woti^ytng 
a aetnlfinal w^ftiM^d-np^t 
AustraUb biS^djllfyi - " ■ • ■ . 

The^retofthe|UwlkUrpei|a Is 
also In their strat^-. Crowe luiows 
that he has limited resoiirceeat bis 
disposal, butbowhfiniaxlmises 
their output. Tentiowllt^j^ai^^ 
mean that fra^ rEi»eiVe;s'iftev^ 
suiTerover-eicpo^re'. ’ 

Unconventional Held sethng' - 
further Inhibit visiting batsmen. 
l'WoshcHl inl'd‘<«dt^tsare' 
ronimun and thf^ Is.hardly a slip 
or gully In sight.'.When they bat 
they seem to work (mt the potential 
attacking avenues n^hst each 
bowler, while n^er ne^ecUr|ig the 
tip and run appiOdch.l^trh plaacer 
seems to have a<roie assigned to 
him almost akin Id iharklng a 
nominated opponent. Crowe is 
rapidly developing that Midas 
touch which goen.with'fegular 
success. He tlckl^ opponents to 
deal h wit h a featiber. opening the 




Sir Richard 
HadleawKh 


hoping Mi 
Kiwis can 


Imposaibw 


TTiryi I «f 11 


L< r»T«T5 ITmThV t ^ • t < * a 
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"After watching 
them against 
England before the 
tournament, it's hard 
to see that a side that 
ordinary one minute, 
can be brilliant the 
next and keep 
[) playing brilliantly" 
David Houghton, 


Zimbabwe’s captain 








































W HEN It’s India versus Pakistan 

passions always flow I he Aussie 
spectators at the SCG must have been 
dead against the kind oi suppiorlthat turned up 
to cheer the Indian and Pakist.ini teams in what 
was the first World Cup meeting e\ er betwet 11 
the traditional rivals Hie intensity of t he 
supporters can almost he felt so t an the 
tension 

rhings were even more tense with the ai rival 
ol a gang of Khalistan Supporters A group ol 
Sikhs in safTion turbans and witfi saflion 
Khalistan flags did the rounds and lot soiiiet ime 
dunng the Indian innings e\ en joim d in it h 
the flag professing Pakistan suppoi t 
A couple of the Sikhs took the Pakistani fl ig 
and waved It inti luniph Cnesol /fas/imii 
BaiMCgA Pakistan (Kashmir will eventuallv be 
Pakistan s) filled the air With such tension it 
was good that the organisers decided to do awav 
with the pre-match foimalities ol playing the 
national anthems of the opposing i ountnes 
Actually the reason lor scrapping the 
pre match formalities was that bot h the West 
Indies and the United Cricket Board oi South 
Afhca (UCBSA) raised an objection saying that 
they didn’t have a national anthem or a iuced 
national flag Therelore the whole concept ol the 
opening ceremony suited the seven other 
participating teams more since it gave them a 
kind of patriotic surge before the match—a kind 
of disadvantage the West Indians and 
South Africans felt Seeing the kind of vocal and 
almost fanatical support that turned out ior the 
India-Paklstan game, it was good thei e was no 
anthems or flags on the field before the game 
Just one thought, wonder who th«guy waving 
the Bangladesh flag was supporting? 

KhallstanI supportars vrave tha Khallstani fWg 
while rooting for Paklatan In thair match agalnat 
India at Sydney 
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O N the subject of talking too mucb. one 
must make mention of Australian do^ch 
Bob Simpson. 'Simmo' has something to 
say about everjihing: and veiy often he can be 
accused of talldng balderdash. 

After Australia lost their first match toNew 
Zealand he made a public statement, saying 
that his team would not lose another match in 
the tournament. Ask him about any. qf his 
players aind he will react with. ‘Oh, he's the be.sl 
one-day spinner in the world," or "he’s the best 
keeper in the world" or "he’s the perfect and best 
all rounder in the world." 

If Simpson is to be believed, his team contains 
all the best players in the world. If it’s a tactic to 
demoralise the opposition then it shows the 
former captain in very poor light. It’s totally 
unnecessary and makes a fool out of the coach. 
Simmo definitely seemsto be' living in his own 
world. 


(ill Toi Tm:(;AH 


'Hie day after Australia rode their luck wti h 
the weather and rule book to pip India by one 
run. Simmo made a statement to the Press 
saying that Australia, not Indlasuffered from 
the rain. 

According to Simpson. Australia would have 
beaten India more easily had it not rained. 
Simpson claimed that rain badly damaged the 
white l>alls that are being used in this World 
Cup and this makes it much easier for the 
batsmen. "Once the rain comes, the white balls 
get veiy very soft, very very quickly and you lose 
the bounce out of them. 1 don’t know what It is 
but somewhere along the way we noticed it even 
at practice. Once the rain came on, the ball slid 
and the Indians were able to play it beautifully. 
But. I thirik without rain, we would have won 
more comfortably even with the extra overs. I 
think our total would have been easier to 
defend. I think that made a hell of a lot of 
dlfl'ercncc." concluded Simpson^ 

Okay. Simmo it’s one thing to create hype 
around your team, but It’s another when you 
talk bull.... 









SMOKE Y COOLS DOWN 


1 UST past his 40th birthday and several 
months into retirement from the Test 
arena. West Indian f^reat, Vlv Richards says 
. jc is happy enough nowadays just to pull on a 


pair of shorts and "act the beach bum. ” The 
master blaster from Antigua, is content with his 
life away from the pressure and grind of' 
international cricket. 

Richards still has a three year contract with 
the English county Glamorgan and intend^ 
hilOlllng his obligations there. It will also 
provide him with the time to do the things he 
missed out on during his 20years at the top. 
Richards Is currently In Australia, to promote 
his autoblc^raphy Hitting Across VKUne, a 
detailed account of his career on and off the 
Held. 

On his omission from the West Indies World 
Cup squad: "I made niyself available and I 
consider 1 still had plenty to offer. I was 
disappointed, sure, but that is in the past. They 
(the Board) have obviously set a direction and I 
can understand they have a plan for the future 
ofWcst Indian cricket". 

On West Indian captain. Richie Richardson: 
"It’s too early to say whether he is a good captain 
or not. He needs another year or two before you 
can examine him. Rlchlejieeds time to settle 
down and feel comfortable with the individuals 
around him. When everything comes together I 
think you will find that he is the right man for 
the job." 

On the best bowler he faced, a topic he has 
always avoided in his playing days: "Dennis 
Lillee. He was a fierce individual and 
competitor. He Is the finest bowler I have ever 
faced." 

On Australia’s World Cup performances:" I’ve 
always enjoyed playing against Australia. It 
didn’t matter how bad they were going at the 
lime you oduld always expect a real competitive 
edge. They'won the Cup away from home, but it 
Is a different story in front of a home crowd. 
Tliere Is so much more pressure because the 
people expect and demand so much more." 

On Australian coach Bobby Simpson who he 
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had an altercation with last year when the 
Aussies toured the West Indies; "Whatever went 
down (his conunents against Simpson) was my 
honest opinion, i knew the man and what Vtv 
Richards says is what I feel. I don't take 
anything back." 

On entering politics;" You never know, I 
always showed an Interest in it and I can 
hontssUy picture It happening one day. I’ll be 
willing to ilg^t for change.” 

On the likely World Cup winner:" I still think 
we (the West Indians) can do it. We have our 
backs to the wall but our boys are lighters." 
"England are playing well, but you have to ask 
whether they have peaked too early." 

On South Africa: I would not consider making 
myself available Just to play them (in the Test 
series being planned in April). Mind you. I would 
have loved theppportunity to do so, not because 
of the apartheid issue but because they are good 
cricketers. No. there is no sense of 
disappointment." 


SKILLS, BRAINS AND GUTS 


I N a spot crammed with think-alike players 
who do anything not to Ore up dh opponent. 
Javed Mlandad is the oddtinan out. The 
press in Australia has gone to town over what 
they call his "competitiveness on the field". The 
Incident with Klran More in this World Cup was 
just another of Javed's several 'headline 
stealing antics' in Australia. He once threatened 
to hit Dennis Lillee over the head with the bat in 
Perth. Several seasons ago, he started calling 
Merv Hughes a bus driver, and. Hughes after 
taking Javed's wicket, responded with 'Tour 
ticket please. Sir". 

Javed loves talking about these things, but 
even he admits that the greatest bravado he ever 
displayed was the day. four summers ago, when 
he tackled a four pronged West Indian attack In 
Georgetown. Guyana. 

Reminded of that recently. Javed recalled: 
"Benjamin bowled me six bouncers in a row, so I 
came down the wicket and said: ‘ hit me. c'mon 
haveatiy’." 

"If you do that, it shows you are not afraid. 1 
don't get scared—I don't care about fast 
bowlers,tlf 1 am in. I'm in. All the timSk I just want 
tQ fight And play. 'Dtis is the way I hi|ye.p!ayed 
n^^ole Career." *• f" 

' ”1 just want to be aggressive—people take it in 
different ways. Fifteen years ago. cricket was a 
different game because no (me wore helmets 
and bowlers pitched the ball up. Now most good 
teams have thrM or four last.bonders and i f they 
can't you out then they ndll try to knock you 

out. You must show them you have a big heart. ” 
Javed, 34i a veteran of 17 yisers of 
Ifiterhatfonalcrlclmt, and aptertftom Imran i 
Kham^ iH^o^ierplayerto.hipw played in all I 

_h:__L_:______I_j___... 



Pakistan’s Javed Mlandad has the last word In an ’ 
argument with India's Klran Mora and imitates 
the iKter’s style of appealing by Jumping In the air 


five World Cups to date, was once described as 
Pakistan's version of Australian tough nut Ian 
Chapoell. 

"Ian was the sort of guy I admired. I came here 
in 1976 and he was The Man', who ha.d put the 
fight in his boys. He played one innings against 
us with a broken hand. 

Bumping into a group of journalists during 
one World Cup game Javed asked: "I'm very 
interested to know what you guys think of the 
incident with Klran More. I made your job easy". 

In fact he had. The Australian press were more 
concerned with the incident than the fact that, 
India had won the match. 

"Has More been appealing like that for four 
months out here? f reckon he’s been doing it for 
six years", said Javed when told about the '' 

Indian wicketkeeper's habit of appealing. Javed 
does not back down, on or off the field.' >^en 
asked'what he would do today if sonilmile 
repeated what Dennis LiHee did to him years 
ago. Javed responds characteristically, "I would 
hit him over the head with nqr bat." 

In his weekly newspaper column Oeaui Jones 
said of Javed's novel demeanour: "He rose from 
the back streets of Karachi and for that to 
happen he’s got to have a lot of character and 
ability. He tries to get guys upset and then th^ 
start worryingabout what he’s doing instead of 
what they are doing." 

CsiaalM ky Aaiy fFMoa 











PROFILE 


I N July 1989 Boris Breskvar 
boldly predicted that 
Gemumy's latest 
wunderidnd, an athletic 
14-year'Old named Anke Huber, 
would be playing In the Wimbledon 
flnal In flve years. 

The man who coached Boris 
Becker and Stefil Graf during their 
formative years looks smarter than 
ever alter his protege surprisingly 


Huber got her share of packed 
stadia and live television at the 
1991 Australian Open, her best 
Grand Slam event so far. The lithe 
S’S". 120-pounder impressively 
ousted world No. 7 Manuela 
Maleeva-FVagnlere (4 and 4). Pam 
Shriver {3 and 5) and Zvereva (3 
and 4) enroute to the quarterfinals 
where Seles stopped her. "It was 
very imporlant for me because it 


was the first time 1 beat such good 
players. It Improved my 
conildence. evetything." she 
recalls. 

Last May an unsuspecting 
Gabriela Sabatinl, No. 3 and 
playing terriflc tennis, got 
ambushed 7-5,6-3 by the 
improved, more aggressive Huber 
at the Lufthansa Cup in Berlin. "I 
played unbelievably. Everybody 



captured the Porsche Tennis 
Grand Piix last October. Huber 
knocked out Lori McNeil (4 and 1). 
Natalia Zvereva (2 and 2). Zina 
Garrison (2 and 1) and Helena 
Sukova (3 and 6) ^fore lowering 
the boom on the legendary Martina 
Navratilova 2-6.6*2,7-6 m the 
flnal. 

"I have been dresunlng about this 
victory, but I never thought it 
would happen.” confided Huber 
afterwards. "I still can't believe it." 
The breakthrough tournament, 
witnessed by her fervent 
countrymen in Fllderstadt, 
boosted her world ranking to a 
career-high No. 14 and fuelled her 
ambitions. "Martina was the No. 1 
person I dreamed about beating, 
but cdso (Monica) Seles and Graf. 
The'flrst dream is Top 10, for sure. 
And then No. 1," she says. 

Like three-lime Wimbledon 
champions Becker and Graf. 

Huber is a "bom competitor," 
according to Breskvar. "If Anke 
plays for something in real match 
situations, she plays much better. 
Some kids play better in training, 
but not Anke. She likes to play on 
center court. She asks ail the time 
how many spectators are in the 
stadium. She likes it when it Alls 
up. And she likes to be on television 
live." says Breskvar. 
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was saying she's playing so good 
now, but then she played vety 
slowly. For me. It (Gaby's 
performance) was a little bit 
disappointing. But that shows 
even the top players can be 
beaten.' she concludes. 

Like whiz kid Jennifer Capriati. 

1 luber boasts great desire and a 
killer instinct and attacks the ball : 
early and on the rise. She also has a I 

Lad 





topnotch forehand, an underrated 
two-fisted backhand, superb court 
speed and an unbelievable work 
ethic. 

Huber, who turned 17 on 
December 4, last year believes she 
trains harder than anyone on the 
women's tour: four hours of tennis 
practice and two hours of 
conditioning drills eveiy day. She 
still has weiSinesses, such as her 


German tennis 
star Anke Huber 
is ready to 
take on the best 



net game and occasional 
impatience, and until recently, she 
"telegraphed" her shot selection to 
opponents. 

^hool and boys—two typic al 
ieenage activities—clearly have 
taken a backseat to tennis tor the 
pretty, short-haired blonde. Huber 
finished middle school last June 
and decided not to return to high 
school. She does have a tutor on 
the tour but is taking only Spanish 
As for a boyfriend, single-minded 
Huber says, "No, not yet Maybe in 
two years.' 

Much like Seles and Capriati, 
she seems to be having a ball and 
dismisses any suggestions that 
she's worse olTby missing out on a 
"normal" adolescence back in 
Karlsdorf. "I roost like the travel to 
diflerent countries and meeting 
different people," she says. 

Australia rates as her lavourite 
destination. "The people are so 
friendly, they help you with 
everything. When I was (ranked) 
about 160 in the world, th^r 
treated me like 1 was 30 or 
something like this.' 

Being a celebrity in Germany 
does occasionally have its flip side 
though. Huber was anntyed and 

Hubar with tha Poraeha aha won 
aftarbaating Navratilova 
at Flldaratim. A pity aha'a 
too young to drlva 


twQ*mtcci 

court sptfd 
andanonbtlkyiiMt 
werkcthtC' 


embarassed when a reporter from 
Stem magazine came to the Albert 
Schweitzer Middle School and hid 
in the last row to observe her. And 
the local media attention became 
so intense that her parents. Edgar 
and Gcrta. had to forbid the mayor 
of Karlsdorf from mentioning her in 
his newsletter 

'Anke is very, very lainous.' says 
Breskvar wltha laugh.' Almost 
everyone knows who Anke is now. 
We went a couple of days ago to a 
shop to buy clothes m 
Heidelberg- -and she doesn’t live in i 
Heidelberg—and everyone knows ' 
this is Anke". 

So far an)rway. Huber has easily 
handled the mounting pressures 
and expectations. As Graf said, 

Anke is pretty strong in her mind 
and she goes for what she wants' 

Ever since Huber won her first 
tournament at the 0TB Open in 
August 1990. comparisons with 
Graf were inevitable and frequent. 
Her usual refrain was, "No. I am not 
the next Steffi Graf. I am the first 
Anke Huber". 

' I just said that because 
everybody in Germany was sa 3 rlng 
‘the second Steffi' and I don't like 
this", she explains. 'I think Steffi is 
such a great person and she's done 
so much for German tennis, I Just 
don't v^nt to be the second Steffi. 
There will never be a second Steffi." 
PwlMn 





READERS’QUIZ 
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- W ;Slmp!yRed' 
JL«^nd ‘Prince* are 
' thefavouriterock 
groups of which 
tennis superstari* 

2 Who is the only 
•Indian to have 
, wim a title at the 
Ftench Open 
championships.? 

3 Which tennis 
•site was used in 
ld43bythe 
Germans for taking 
deportee soldiers to 
the death camps? 

4 What was 
•special about 
the British hard 
court tennis 
tournament pl^ed 
from April 22*.27, 
1968? 

5 Tennis 

•provides a clifT 
hanging Oniah to 
which Alfred 
Hffr^cock movie? 

e Who.is. the onty 
•termia player 
hot'to have Ib^ a 
singes match at 
any of the four 
Grand Slam tennis 
tournaments? 

7 0nfythree 
•mens 

proibssional tennis 
players have won at 
least one Grand 
Pi|x singles title 
each year from 
1987 to 1990. Two 
ofthem are Ivan 
Lendl and Stefan 
Edberg, Who is the 
third? 

S Whovmjtethe 
•book on tennis 
entitled “Uoyd on 
Uoyd’7 

9 Whom did 
■Boris Becker 
lose to in the 1984 
Wimbledon tennis 
championships? 

tennis 

. cdnmfientator andi 


anal)r8t. haswon , 
only one Oraiid 
Slam title and that 
too in mixed 
doubles. Who was 
her partner? 

n Before 
•Gabriela 
Sabatini won a 
Grand Slam title, 
her father had said 
that he would do 
something if she 
won a Grand Slam 
tournament. What 
was he referring to? 
*1 *y Which 
Xm •tennis 
player was 
nicknamed 'Yawn 
Bore"? 

< Who was the 

X O •Hrst tennis 
player to win a 
Grand Slam tennis 
title with today's 
popular large sized 
tennis racket? . 

X A Who is the 
X H* Aonly tennis 
player to have been 
ranked No. 1 
throughout the 
yearvrithout 
winning a Grand 

ANSWERS 


thaiye^ 

gj Three 

X 3 fplayem havt^ 

beaten Ch^s Evert 
and-Maitina 
Navratilova in the . 
same.touman^t' 
Two ofthem are 
St^ Graf and 
tianaMandllkova. ■ 
Who is the third? * 
Whatisthc? 
X Hv^impregnabk* 
quadrilateral" in 
tennis?'. 

<1 He only won 

X./ •twoGtiand 
Slam singles titles, 
both times the 
Ifrench Open, 
incidentally, he is 
the only one from 
his country to win 
the Frencn Open 
singles title. He was 
imprisoned in 
his own country. 
and later died In a 
car accident in 
Egypt. Who was he? 

Q Who is 
X O •nicknamed, 
"The Surgeon”? 


I. Steffi Graf. 

2 .Ramesh Knshnan. He won the junior mens 
sindes title in 1979. 

3. Roland Garros. 

4. It was the first Open tournament of that Opeh era. 

5. 'Strangers in a tram.' 

6 Maureen Connolfy. 

7. Brad Gilbert (USA). 

8. Carol Thatcher. 

9. Bill Scanlort (USA) in the third round. 

10. John McEnroe, in the. 1977 French Open. 

II. Give up smoking. 

12. Bjorn Borg. 

13. MatsWilander. 

14. Jimmy Connors in 1977. 

15. Tracy Austin (USA). 

16. The Grand Slam. 

17. Gottfried Von Cramm (Germany), titie holder in 
1934 and 1936. 

18. Ramesh Knshnan. 

THIS QUIZ HAS BEEN COMMLiO BY: 
MIN^ ALAM A SHARIQUE 
ALAM, IF/ie» BLOCKS, ROAD 
NO.10E, 

RAJENDRA 
PATNAOOOOIB 
BIHAR 
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Cricketina news 
that we don’t get to 
hear about. 
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# South Africa’s Test ‘comeback’ seems llkefy to 
take place next month In Bridgetown, Barbados, 
against West Indies. The tour, also containing 
three one-dt^ internationals, will take place if 
sponsorship can be found. West Indies and 
PakistanwUvlsitSouthAfricainFeb 1993fora . 
one-day triangular series. 

# Fanner West Zndles citato Sir Garilefd Sobers. 
55, undentrentaiKxxasMsurgaytaMIanii. 
Florida recaitfySjra detached retina in his left tye. 


0 RakeshPaUi 
crUAetballwh 
^Madhya Ptadei 




r, l0.diedaiterbeinghitbya 
watchiijga waUA atAnJadin 


• FormerTestopener Graeme Wood, 35, has 
retired finom first-class cricket after being dropped 

Western Australia. He is WA’s hipest 
runseexer. and led the State to successive ^effield 
Shield Utlcs in 1986-87. ’87-88 and ’88-89. He 
pla 3 red in 59 Tests, scoring3374runs (31 83). 

• Somerset have cmnpleted theaigningof 

23-year-old Transvaal Fiat bowierWchard Snell, a 
member (^SouthA&ica’a World Cup squad, as 
their overseas player 1992. 

’• The Yorkshire committee voted 11-8 against a 
proposal to elect one of their numben Geoffiney 
Boycott, as an honorary life member. The 
committee also turned down a request from 
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batsman Philip Robln^n, who declined a new 
contract with the county, to be classilled as a 
‘non-contested’ registration. Robinson. 28, has 
found other counties unwilling to take him on as 
they are allowed only one such signing eveiy five 
years. Robinson is considering legal action against 
the TCCB for restraint of trade. 

• Nell Foster has signed to play In the Currie Cup 
for South African province Transvaal, as cover for 
Richard Snell and Clive Rice, who will be In 
Australasia for the World Cup. Rice, a 
controversial omission from South Africa‘s World 
Cup team, has stepped down after lOyears as 
Transvaal's captain to take up a position as a TV 
commentator during the competition. 

• Playing forOld Anandians against Rio Sports 
Club at the Ananda College ground, schoolboy 
Anjana Jayasuriya scored 339. the highest-ever 
score in any tournament under the aegis of the 
Board of Control for Cricket in Sri Lanka, 
tlayasuriya, 19. shared a third-wicket partnership 
ol 472—a record for all Sri Lankan cricket—^wlth 
Sanjeye Attanayake (1 .'59). 




Coanyvdien.Aiyfm. VWiBddeMK V^ietheryou 
aretalangasteepwinangmounumniadofspping 
dcmtahi^ayorjustweavhgyourwaytlmu^aty 
trafUc-youcanittyontfKExklefMrar^cgtwo 
whederbatteriK. GearedtostMtaiytm wheeler 
veNdeontnrManroads. 

Everybamy'mdteemrneExkieMXrarigeisattOe 
ma/vetofpadagedpower, wtthsperMy designed 
teaturesthatensureofkitrimpefkman«.longSfe 
arxtreSatMyunderarduouscondidorrs. Bend or 
swewe.revuporbrake^ihereisnospiHageand, what's 
more, its reaHytowonmaintenance. 
TnistedbyaKOEMsandrldersalBte. 

So,goplaceswlthBtideMX. 


BUY EXIDE. BUY PEACE OF MIND 
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• Over800admirers of former Test fast bowier 
Geoff Lawson attended a $A75-a-head black-tie 
testimonial dinner in his honour at Sydney in 
January, A/SW*s captain Lawson, 34. has missed 
several matches this season because of Injuiy, but 
he still managed, in the match against SAat 
Sydney, to move past JeifThomson and Teny 
Alderman (both 355) into second place In the 
all-time Sheffield Shield wicket-taking table, 
behind Clarrie Grimmett (513). 

• Umlted-edition rommemorative plates of W.G. 
Grace and Vivian Richards were stolen in a recent 
burglary at Nubem Products' Kent workshop. 

• Orange Five State have won South Affica's 
Nissan Shield limited-ovens title alter beating 
Eastern Province by four wickets. EFs total of 120 
was thelowest-everin theffnal. 

• David Hookes, in what could prove to be his last 
match at Sydney after 17 years, registered his 
highest score on the ground, 87, for South 
Australia against NSW. He hit 20 in one over from 
fast bowler Wayne Holdsworth, the last four balls 
going to the boundary; Hookes was out 
immediately afterwards. In the same match. NSW 
batsman Trevor Bayliss hit a hall from off-spinner 
Tim May to within 15ft of thel^G pavilion clock 
during his innings of 133. 

• Australian Test umpire Peter McConnell is suing 
the Daily Telegraph Mirror for damages over an 
article by Sunil Gavaskar in which the former 
Indian batsman made comments on some of the 
umpiring decisions in the Sydney Test, In which 
McConnell and Steve Randell o^clated. 

• As part ofthe regular tour of Lord's, the last hour 
of both World Cup semi-finals (March 21-22) and 
the final (March 25) will be shown on a large screen 
at no extra charge. 

• Queensland batsman Greg Ritchie was fined 
$A500for abusive language when dismissed in the 
NSW match at Sydney, the penalty being 
suspended for 12 months. Dirk Wellham was 
reported to theACB f<a-knocking the stumps over 
afferhls dismissal, but no action was taken. NSW 
won what was seen as a 'grudge’match, with Greg 
Matthews (85 not out and 67. plus 11 wickets) 
becoming the seventh Australian to perform the 
'match double’in a Sheffield Shield game, after G. 
Glffen (eight times), J.N. Crawford (1913-14). C. J. 
Hill (1932-33), T. J. Jetmer(1973-74). P. H. 

Carlson (1978-79)andJ. C. Scuderl (SA vNSW. 
1991-92). 

^ ATottenham teenager beat his stepfather to 
death with a cricket bat after an argument about 
mess caused by his puppies. Paul Davies, 19. 
admitted manslaughter at the Old Bailor in 
February. 







0 Australian batsman GeoffMarsh, an asthmatic, 
is contributing to a TV advertising campaign to 
help people recognise and deal with the health 
problem. 

• Eastern Province, captained by South African 
skipper Kepler Wessels. will play two one-day 
matches against a World XI on Aug29-30 during 
the 1992 Yarborough Festival. 

• Waqar YounIs (904) tops the bowling list of 
Coopers & Lybrand Ratings, ahead of West Indians 
Malcolm Marshall (874) and Curtly Ambrose (804). 
Despite a drop of40 points in his personal rating. 
Gr^am Gooch (836) remains dn top ofthe baiting 
list, ahead of Richie Richardson (823) and Robin 
Smith (784). 
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PROFILE 


“WHENTOU 
FACE DONALD 


• •• 


South Afncan 
paceman» 
Allan Donald 
is driven by 
many 
ambitions. 
But only one 
thing diiyes 
him Down 
Under...8peed 


DUCK!” 


showln;; oiTIn front of 
each other and the 
nuipber of media 
personnel and excited 


onlookers. 

Most pace bowlers 
tend to conserve their 
energy during training. 


but the same dictates of 
training do not hold for 
South Mrica's Allan 
Donald, who threatened 
to knock off several 
batsman’s heads as he 
practised his discipline 
with great speed. 

Donald dismisses the 
tag of‘fastest white man*, 
rather blatantly, saying 







that he is here to help his 
country perform well in 
their first World Cup. “I 
haven't come out here to 
prove something. This is 
our first World Cup and 
it's a great opportunity to 
play against ^eat 
countries and bowl to 
great batsmen."says the 
25-year-old. whose 
pre-match routine is to 
lose himself to the 
soulful tunes of reggae 
and dance music. "It 
get's me going." he 
admits. 

Donald gravitated so 
fast via the Currie Cup 

Allan Donald 
atratches out during a 
practloa aaaalon. 
finaet) ha Is also South 
Africa's now pace 
bowling spoarhead 




into English county 
cricket that the first 
original English 
sentence that he strung 
together—and let it be 
known, he did it rather 
well—apparently had 
more Birmingham 
Jaigon laced around it. 
than anything even 
vaguely resembling the 
lingo of English speaking 
South Africans. 

Before he even knew it. 
Allan Donald had 
become more of an 
English professional, 
thereto discarding the 
label of'South African 
amateur': the types that 
generally play in the 
Currie Cup competition. 
In fact, such was his 
meteoric rise to stardom 
as Warwickshire's new 
pace bowling spearhead. 
t|iat Donald achieved 
celebrity status abroad 
long before he had even 
been acclaimed at home. 

The limited-overs 
game has its own quota 
of constraints that a pace 
bowler of Donald's speed 
has to adhere to and 
unfortunately it means 
that he has to cut down 
on his main weapon... 
pacel Instead of reducing 
batsmen to paraplegics 
with his sheer speed he 
now has to concentrate 
on one code: bowl a more 
dainty looking line and 
length. Nevertheless, he 
does manage to serve 
notice launching a 
missile once in a while. 

“Obviously in one-day 
cricket, the mar^n for 
erroi is reduced.” 

Dmtald admits. “You 
can’t j^e a batsman any 
width or else you will pay 
deaiiy. I tiy tokeep 
bowling at the boefy and 
you have to be up." 

This is precisely what 
Donald has beat doing 
this World Cup. His tatty 
(rf’kills* places him 
second to none other 


Critics have 
been able 
to surmise 
that Donald 
is yards 
faster than 
Curdy 
Ambrose 
and (Inset) 
Anderson 
Cummins 





than one Mr. Ian Terence 
Botham on the highest 
wicket takers' list so far. 
And while he is not 
exactly enraptured 
his opening spell In his 
World Cup debut against 
Australia: Donald has no 
doubts that his first 
dellveiy in Wortd Cup 
competition should have 
been rewarded with a 
wicket. “He (Geoff 
Marsh) told me (hat he 
was sorry about that first 
ball. It was the first thing 
that he said to me. He hit 
the cover off it. it was so 
blatanti" recalls Donald 
off the first ball Incident 


Instead of 
reducing 
batsmen to 
paraplegics 
with his sheer 
speed, Donald 
now has to 
concentrate on 
one code; bowl 
a dainty 
looking line 
and length 


featuring Aussie opener. 
GeofTMarsh. 

Somewhere during t he 
rapid passage of time. 
Donald has also 
discovered the uses of a 
commodity called zinc 
cream. He now portra}rs 
the kind of visage that 
would have made Chief 
Sitting Bull proud. 
Accompanying the war 
paint is a snarling 
primeval cry—that was 
previously best 
performed by Dennis 
Lillee—whenever he 
rapped a batstnan 
between big toe and 
quivering wrist. This is 
automatically followed 
by the pumping-knee, 
pumping-arm war dance 
routine that precedes the 
departure of yet another 
victim. 

Allan Donald is the 
sort of player, the kind of 
character, that makes 
big time cricket tick. He's 
so deadly that he's called 
mite Ughtning*. Uttle 
wonder that a sign 
appeared at the Gabba 
some days ago when 
South Africa faced 
Paldstan. It read thus: 
When you face 
Donald...DUCK!' 

tadyO’Maa 
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THE 
POWER 
TO DREAM 


Telco 35,000 people pushing to the brink of 
what's possible. A force thot hos token on the 
momentum of a movement. A movement fuelled by the 
power to dreom. A power we give every year to hundreds 
of young men and women. They ore trained and taught ot 


our plants end customer outlets, then given o vocotion 
that sfimulotes them most. Because we know it's only 
the outrageous thinkers of todoy thot become the 
feorless doers of tomorrow. Doers who mode Indio's first 
indigenous diesel trUck. Doers who wilf put future Telco 




vehicles on the roods of the developed world Doers 
behind a movement thot will ultimately redefine the 
limits of what con be ochieved. 


A MOVBmm CALLED 


mco 











K.0 Jacob watches the 
9th Dogra Unit of the 
Indian Army take on 
th^ mighty Tista river 
in a white-water rafting 
expedition...and come . 
out victorious 


Wha lever enchanls^ also guides 
and protects. Passionately 
obsessed by anything we 
love— sailboats, airplanes. 
ideas~an avalanche of magic 
Haltcns I he way ahead, levels 
rule.s. rea.sons. dls.sents, hears us 
with it ovrrcha.sms. fears, doubts. 
Without the jxtwerofthat 
love...(Klchard [3acb) 


A road-side si(»n on 

National Highway 3^1 
saki, 'Welcomp to 
Sikkim.' And what a 
wrlroriie it was. Ilie blue sky. tho 
cooi brcpze, the elond.s ol ml.st over 
the Jeep top and the sun playing 
hide and seek, what more eould 
frayed and tense city nerves ask 
for? 

Down Ijelow (alx)Ul 200-300 feet) 
flowed the river Tista in solitude. 
There were no people on the river 
bank. No people washing, bathing, 
or Ashing. Just a 
surprisingly barren yet 
pirture.sque and .somehow friendly 
sight. Sometimes, on the way to 
Gangtok, the river was Just 
50-60 feet below us. On other 
occasions the river was almost like 
a stream as it meandered along, 
winding its way amongst massive 
rocks and boulders. Yet on other 
occasions it came through with'all 
its fuiy as it gushed past, the 
normally green hues of the river 
turning white, as it unleashed its 
wrath on the rocks for coming in its 
way. The landscape was stark, the 
hills Uttered with pebbles and 
boulders, telltale signs of 
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The rapids that kept appearing at this stretch of the rivar with alarming 
fraqueney, tested tne navigational aptitude of the rafters to the maximum 


landslide!), and in the mid.st of all 
this wilderness and bam*nne.ss 
were plants and trees. One 
wondered about the uniqueness of 
.creation and nature, and how 
everything was in perfect 
ambiance. 

For ages t he Usta has surcl 3 ) 
enchanted Sikkim. And so, the 9 Ih 
Dogra Unit of the Anny thought it 
time to pay its tribute to the river by 
launching a rafting expedition that 
would cover a distance of 
approximately ISOkms. starting 
at Tung In North Sikkim and 
culminating at the Tista Bridge. 

This expedition: covering some 
bf the most turbulent parts of the 
river (virgin waters that had never 
been explored before), comprised a 
team of 40. ThaCthey were 
amateurs, whose sense pf ^ 
adventurism made them overlook 
the dangers and pitfalls, only made 
it more exciting. At the helm was 
the 22 year old Veteran' Akshay 
Kumar, the guide and technical 
expert of the expedition who 


On* of tha rafto tacM^ fiif!!na«0 and bw 
and rock* prN*nt In th* rtvir mad* th* taA of th* 
raflws mmn mof* difficult 


started railing when he was 14</i 
years old. 

"This is a very technical river and 
one of the most difllcult ones to 
navigate, especially in the upper 
stretches," he said as he showed 
me the rails. Named Tangkar La 
and 'Kongra La’ (after two passes 

by those names), they were Avon 
rafts imported from Britain by the 
Mercury Himalayan 
Exploration Company (for which 
Akshay works). Costing around 
two lakhs each, these 16x6 feet 
rafts with a tube-diameter of 19* 
seemed quite safe... provldf^d th^ 
were in the hands of professionals. 

But how did he see 40 
people-all totally new to tlje 
siMit—handling the rafts and 
negating them?"Wellit's a ' 
pleasure rafting adth the Army. 
They are full of courage, vigour and 
enthusiasm, and yet at the same 
time they will not take axiy 
unwant^ risks. And this is 
actually nothing compared to the 
mllitaiy exercises that thQ! do." 

1 still wasn’t satisfied. Still 
sceptical about the safety bit. I 
spoke to Maj. R.P.S. Waralch. the 
certain of the expedition, ft was 








through him that 1 gauged the 
enthusiasm that was prevalent In 
the other te^ members. Married 
for Just two months, he had spent 
barely two weeks With his wife 
before starting training for this 
expedition. The zest soon caught 
on and there were people milling 
around to take on the challenge of 
rafting for the very first time 

Then came the task ol 
elimination. Though It broke a few 
hearts (of the people who could not 
participate). It was done keeping 
the safety element on top of the 
priorities. The boys were taken to 
MIDI (a rather calmer stretch of the 
river) and were gauged for their 
water-man-ship. Thqr were, 
without warning, thrown Into the 
freezing waters to judge how they 
would react. It there was a glimmer 
of panic visible in their 
countenance, they were 
straightaway eliminated. Then the 
participants were sent for gruelling 
swims, both upstream and 
downstream, to acclimatise them to 
the cold water. Finally came the 
exercises that tested co-ordination 
' and team-work. 

Only Ifan incumbent came ' 

I through ail this, was he selected. I 
still was sceptical: the training 
should have been in rough waters if 
it was all about safety, right? “Well 
that would rob the expedition of 
some of the adventure, if 3 rou are 
rafting a stretch that you have 
done before.then you know what to 
expect”, said Waralch. “But if you 
are doing it for the first time then 
the uncertainty adds to the 
adventure." Talk about gluttons 
for punishment. 

It was only after we reached Tung 
(the starting point) that the 
enormity of the work at hand 
struck me. It was for the first time 
that we scribes approached the 
banks of the river. And what a sl^t 
it wasi The green water flowing 
with great force through the bed of 
rocks and boulders (some over 10 
feet high. Jutting out from the 
water), with the stark, yet 
beautiful, mountains in the 
background. How would they 
manage to get their rafts through 
these boulders I wondered? At 
times the boulders were so placed 
naturally that there was no space 
for a raft to go through. At other 



In evsry faifand rapid thara lurked dangara,and the raftamen always 
had to be on their toes 


spots the water descended with navigators and it was possible to 

such force over rocks that it rover only a stretch of only 15-17 

created falls ofover five feet. kmsaday 

But when the rafters clad in blue Another reason for this 

shorts and yellow windcheaters (seemingly) short distance covered 

with red lifejackets and white In a day was because, apart from 

crash helmets, amidst cries of‘Jal the mental and physical strain, the 

Ma Usta' got into their rafts and waters In the starting stages—lor 

started the Journey, they made about SOkms—had never been 

eveiythtng look so very possible. rafted before. So after every five or 

Thqr manoeuvered the raft with six kilometres the rafts would be 

the expertise and simplicity that brought ashore and a 

one would generally attribute to reconnaissance team would get 

rafting pros. Cries of‘all forward’ or out and recce the stretch ahead, 
‘left back’ punctuated the air, looking out for rapids, rocks, and 

the guide in each raft (the the general flow of the river. Then 

crew consisted of nine persons in they would plan strategy and start 

each raft) instructing the rafters on rafting a^In. At times the flow was 
how to row. so bad. or the rocks in such a 

All forward—where all members position that a stretch could not be 

in the raft rowed rafted. During these occasions 

foru^rd—propelled'the raft < the rafts (which weighed TOkgs 

forwards. Left back meant that the apiece) were carried along banks (a 
people in the left side rowed very a^uous Job because of the 

backwards so that the boat went huge rocks that lined the banks) till 

sideways. Sldewa 3 rs was how thty a suitable spot was found to re > 

tackled the falls and some rapids, launch them. •• 
because if a raft went headlong into When, at the night halt after the 

a fall it would fill with water in no first day. I met the weary raftsmen, 

time. Hence it all depended on I was aghast to hear that three 

total co-ordination and the unislon rafters had fallen into the water, 
with which the team members But MaJ. Waraich's very 

worked. This took its toll on the matter-of-fact attitude and 







Akshay Kumar (axtrama right) diracta tha raft to ba turnad aidawaya aa 
they tackia yat anothar rapid 


confidence dispelled whatever 
fears 1 had about this sport. “Once 
a person falls into the water and if 
he is near.then he tries to latch on 
to the life-line that goes all around 
the raft, and in case the current Is 
too strong and he is swept away 
then a lifeline is thrown to him and 
he is then pulled in.” .said Waralch 
very clinically. 1 must have turned 
pale hearing his story and It must 
have registered on my features 
because Akshay inteijected. “And 
then there are times when the 
whole raft topples over. And it 
could happen anytime if we read 
the current wrong, or If we navigate 
a rapid the wrong way.” 

That would be some sight I 
thought, a raft overturned and ail 
nine rafters in the freezing water. 
Akshay continued “In that oaseall 
rafters surround the raft, and one 
rafter pulls the raftline (a nylon 
chord that runs all around the raft) 
downward with all his might till the 
raft comes the right side up.” 

So far so good, but what about 
the person pushing the raft down? 
He’s underneath the raft when it 
becomes the rlght-slde-up again, 
and ends up drinking a lot of v^ter 
as It takes some time before he is 


brought up again. This is where 
nerves of steel come into play. It 
was after this conversation that 1 
fully understood the perils of 
rafting, and my respect and 
admiration for these Army 
personnel braving nature. 
Increased manyfold. 

The only sore point of covering 
the expedition was that we could 
not witness many of the interesting 
happenings of the expedition. 
Though we were following the 
rafters by road. most of the time the 
rafts were mere specks down below 
in the river as it dropped about 
400-500 feet below us. Wor.se still, 
the sheer drop in the mountainside 
TOde it unreachable. Whenever we 
could, we used logo down the 
mountainside, and what an 
experience that was. 

Qn the couple of occasions 
when we got really near the river 
banks It wasn’t easy going. 
Tackling500 feet of downslope 
strewn with round pebbles only got 
you to the river-bank, a good 50 
feet still to be covered before one 
came to the waterline. Itwas this 
last stretch that was the most 
(UfRcult, because one had to climb 
rocks sometimes over seven feet 


tall and totally rounded. One 
almost fe.lt pity for the 
photographers as they strug^ed , 
with their heavy camera bags. 

As if this wasn’t hard enough, 
climbing up was what sapped us of 
our ener^es. And one had to be 
extremely careful because one slip 
meant that we end up where we 
started front—the bottom. 

The terrain again saw to it that 
we Journalists and photographers 
missed out on yet another 
spectacle. On the third day we 
trekked a good six kilometres 
(much to the consternation of the 
convoy we were with) and chose a 
spot on the bank which the rafters 
were to cross In about amhour. The 
hours rolled on and we were there 
for a good six hours, before they 
came into sight. The reason being, 
as I learnt afterwards, was that one 
of the rafts got pinned against a 
rock and it took them a couple of 
hours to extricate themselves from 
the place. A raft getting pinned 
against a rock in a nightmare for 
rafters because the current is so 
strong that'it is Just held against 
the rock. Then starts a elaborate 
process of everyone getting onto 
the rock and then gently and 
gingerly changing the position, till 
they finally manoeuvre it into the 
river again. 

Each day had Its own share of 
thrills and spills but except for 
scraped knees and .sore limbs there 
was no major damage. Or maybe it 
was the ever pervading sense of 
camaraderie and companionship 
that saw them through. At the end 
of each day it was a veiy vreary—yet 
still eager—bunch of rafters that I 
encountered. 

Maybe it was this sense of 
courage, this zeal, this 
perseverance So etddent In the 
rafters, that led to the Army 
organising such an expedition, at a 
cost ofapproximatelyS5,000 • 
rupees. Wasn’t this a bit too much 
for the Army to spend on an ■ 
undertaking like this specially 
when the economy was going 
through such a financial crunch? 

Said Brigadier Bhupinder Singh, 
the Chler Coordinator of the 
expedition, “In the Armyyou don’t 
Just taike the horse to the water. 

You make sure that it drinks the 
water too.” • 
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Arthur Ma(ey Au^trans great New South Wales 
bomlegspinnprolthe ?0s was also a great 
humourist and a prolific cartoonist 
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TIk* notorious Sydney Hill crowd enjoy 
themselvei) to the lull even if the cncket isn t 
exciting enough 
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Test cricket s first eight day match the fifth Test in 
Melbourne between Australia and England in 
1928/29 promeled this Punch cartoon England 
made5l9and287 Australia made 491 andS 287 
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Repr^oduced from Cartoonists 
At The Cnckel published by 
Curray O'Nell Ply Ltd, and 
editecf by Ken Piesse 

Some of these cartoons were 
used before in 1984 We 
thought they were so good that 
they merited repetition 














TURF VIEW 


UNDAY March 8.1992 
was Poonawalla 
Breeders’ Million Day 
at the Mahalaxmi 
Race Course Bombay. 
The money capital of 
the country was hotting up very 
quickly indeed with the mercury 
crossing the 32* mark. But even the 
heat and the humidity could not 
prevent the vast crowd who 
thronged to the race course giving 
it a touch of gaiety and glamour 
that is rarely ever seen so late in the 
season. 

Sponsored by the Poonawalla 
brothers. Cyrus and 2^varay, the 
Million came into being in 1990. 
Since then i I has received 
tremendou.s support from 
breeders all over the country and 
finally what looked to be a 
pipe-dream in the early 80s had 
become part of reality. It is the 
richest race of its kind in the 
country for three year old Juveniles 
and for youngsters it is the most 
talked about race of the year 
because in a shade under one and 
a half minutes the winner crosses 
the one million rupee mark in 
earnings and he becomes the first 
equine millionaire of his vintage. 

At 4 p.m. on that Sunday, a field 
of 11 colts and four fillies lined up 
to face the starter, while the biggest 
challenge came from Bombay, the 
racing centres of Bangalore and 
Hyderabad were also well 
represented. In fact, 
the favourite 
for the race was the 
Bangalore-based 
coltTYcasure 
Hunt. Surprisingly 
enough he was 
the even money 
favourite in a field 
of 15 while the 
second favourite 
was 6 to 1 and 
over. But 
what was 










¥ 


TUI? DD A171? 

lEUi DIiAt Et 

WILL FLY 


attracting more attention than the 
equine line-up was the line-up of 
jockeys who were riding in the race. 

The legendary Lester Plggott was 
there. From Hong Kong came Tony 
Cruz, while Paul Eddery, who has 
had a fantastic season in India this 
winter, had stayed behind just to 
partner Treasure Hunt. Also, fiylng 
in from Hong Kong was the Irish 
professional Mick Kinane. 

Amongst the Indian riders were 
such big names as Pesi Shroff, 
Vasant Shinde and Aslam Kader. 
Hence if one said that the race has 
not succeeded in attracting the 

Rashid ByramJI 
saddled his first 
Million winner 
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Aslam Kader pre^vi^^ 
. that iaput^Qt^ V 
dbn^tniearti 
thmg,..bnce the ga|es 
:plangopeii . 


best three year-olds in the country, 
you could counter it saying it 
certainly attracted some of the 
greatest riders in the world. 

Added to this was the 
Poonawalla Breeders’ Million 
Contest where you had to 
nominate the first four in correct 
order for the race. It looked a tall 
order but then the pot of gold at the 
end of the rainbow—a swanky red 
Maruti, a Kinetic Honda Scooter 
and a colour television set—was 
equalty attractive. 

The field of 15 broke fair^ level 
from the gates and it was Fortune 
Hunter who led them into the 
■straight. It was at this Juncture 
that Pesi Shroffbrought Ace to 
challenge while Lester Piggott on 
Bay of Biscay saemed to be moving 
veiy well too. The favourite 
Treasure Hunt however seemed to 
be tnablt of trouble and It was soon 
apparent that he was not going to 
win. Flying Brave with Aslam 
Kader astride was Just behind 
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looking for an opening to begin his 
run. 

At thlsjuncture. Rggott who had 
Just two In front of him looked over 
his shoulder to see how the rest of 
them were doing. "I did not want to 
make my move too early" he said 
"and that's why I had a peek over 
ray shoulder to see whether I 
should wait or go for It". Plggott 
decided to press the button and 
Bay of Biscay hit the front and 
looked a winner all over when 
Aslam Kadq-and Flying Brave 
really got going. He gradual^ amre 
down Bay of Biscay but it was not 
till the last two strides that he 
managed to hit the front and win by 
three parts of a length, in third 
placewaarSplendld Girl while * 


Flying Brave certainly 
had the credentials to 
\win. He was bred at the 
UshaStud Farm, as was 
the favourite Treasure 
Hunt. Moreover he was 
unbeaten in two starts 
in Bangalore, and 
frankly speaking, had 
no business being 
available at 10 to 1 


Treasure Hunt finished fourth. 

Flying Brave, wdio is owned Mr 
D. Khaltan and Maj. P.K. Mehra. is 
trained none other than Rashid 
Byramji. The Khaltan silks "gold, 
red belt and arm band, red cap” are 
exceptlonaltywell known In 
Calcutta but Mahalaxmi Bombay 
Is gradually beginning to realize 


by CYRUS J. MADAN 


that when it comes to the bigraces 
these are the silks to watch out for. 

Histoiy seems to be repeaUng 
itself in the Poonawalla Breeders' 
Million. In the Inaugural year the 
Pratap Stud Farm had the 
favourite for the race 
Ashwamedha. But it was not 
Ashwamedha who won. It was the 
lesser fancied FTatap Stud-bred 
entry who came up trumps—a colt 
named Le Gris Cheval. llie 
following year. Ponto Delgado came 
out trumps, getting the tetter of 
Vigilante who was the favourite 
and came from the same farm 
where Delgado was bred. Even 
more to the point. Le Gris Cheval 
came out and won an ordinary race 
on Million Day in 1991. and in 
1992 Ponto Delgado, the winner of 
the pre\lous Million, won in Class 
II on the occasion of the third 
running of the Million. 

Flying Brave certainly had the 
credentials to win. He was bred at 
the Usha Stud Farm, as was the 
favourite Treasure Hunt. That 
meant that he had great chances if 
histoiy was anyting to go by. 
Moreover he was unbeaten in two 
starts in Bangalore and frankly 
speaking, had no business being 
available at 10 to 1 in the betting. 

Bomba 3 rites have this bad habit 
of thinking that any horse which 
comes from outside Bombay is 
useless. Once he wins in Bombay 
however.thcy think he is a world 
beater. This was precisely what 
happened with Treasure Hunt and 
In the bargain they forgot all about 
Fl)dng Brave until it was much too 
late. 

So the Usha Stud had produced 
its first Poonawalla Breeders' 
Million winner. TYalner Rashid 
Byramji had saddled his first 
Million winner in Bombay and 
Aslam Kader had shown that he 
was second to none, having got the 
tetter of two world class jockeys In 
a close finish. 

After the dust from the race 
settled the festivities continued 
and a lady named Norma Chatalier 
of Bombay kept pinching herself to 
make sure that she was not 
dreaming when it was announced 
that she had won a Marutl car for 
naming the first four in the 
Poonawalla Breeders' Million.# 







The Crazy 
Dutchman 


E ven though most of 
his contemporaries 
firmly believe that he 
should carry on Hans 
van Brcukelen is 
adamant that his time 
has come Ignoring all 
opinions and persuasion 
from c olleagues and 
family members the 
celebrated goalkeeper 
recently announced that 
he would play his last 
mate h for Holland in 
June and then quietly 
pass into oblivion 
li obviously is a wise 
derision Foi Breukelen 
at 35 there is nothing 
mu( h left to look forward 
to in soccer but certainly 
he has a glorious past 
and a wonderful career 
to l(X)k bark on And of 
course a reputation to 
I emain intact So, 

Bi eiikc len want s things 
to remain that way. 
taking no more nsks by 
playing on and smearing 
his hard earned 
reputation 

Breukelen became his 
nation s soccer god in the 
European 

(hanipionships in 1988 
when the Dutch team 
won their first major 
title Van Breukelen also 
won the Champion s 
Cup with PSV 
In all he has 65 
caps—second only to 
Ruud Krol with 83 
caps—and has seldom 
failed since his 
international debut in 
1980 

Sadty, however 
Breukelen has never 
been very popular in 
Holland In fact, he has 
often been subjected to 
ridicule with football 
writers as well as coining 
many a rUckname for 
digging at some of 


his peculiar traits For 
Instance Breukelen 
came to be known as Mr 
Posit ivo for what his 
detractors described as 
his exaggerated 
optimism 

And once when Rinus 
Mic hels dropped him for 
a match against f 
Hungary in 1987 there 
was a public delight For 
some reasons, people 
don t like me Breukelen 
said dejectedly 



Maradona 
Como Sack? 


Diego 
w W Maradona 
return to football after 
his 15 month ban IS 
over'i’Well the maestro 
sec ms to be taking a lot of 
pleasure in keeping 


everyone guessing about 
his future plans 

At first he said no, 
when asked about his 
comeback chances and 
the no seemed to be 
final He even expressed 
his intention to leave 
Argentina sometime this 
year settle down in the 
US and play Indoor 
football there 

Maradona now spends 
much of his time alter hts 








NEWS FROM THE WORLD OF SOCCER 


newest passion racing 
jfie now owns a racehorse 
and gained his ilrst 
success when his colt 
Midir won a race at the 
San Isidro trac k on the 
outskirts of Buenos 
Aires 

Eusebio with Mother 
Teresa during his 
tumultuous tour of 
Calcutta, where he 
received a hero's 
welcome 


And to confound the 
whole world that same 
evening perhaps 
encoui aged by his 
horse s success 
'Maradona said I mav 
play again becausemv 
younger daughter 
Yanina is always saving 
she 8 never seen me 


Well what do we make 
out ol that*? 




llls•biosTh• 
Living Legend 


r ORTUGALhas 
recently paid Us 
ri( best tribute toils 
greatest sot cer hero 
when a statue of Eusebio 
was unveiled at Benflt a s 
Stadium on the 
maestro s 50th birthday 
And there c^n no doubt 
that the god they put on 
the pedestal of 
hero worship Was a 
genius 

For Benfica Itself he 
scored 727 goals in 715 
games In UEFA 
competitions he still 
holds the record of 57 
goals 46oftheminthe 
Champions Cup. and he 
scored another 41 for the 
national team 
Eusebio of course 
had his share of injuries 
perpetrated by 
unsporting opponents 
as is the case with almost 
all of soccer s greatest 
talents but the big burly 
Portuguese never 
surrendered As many as 
six operations on his 
knee failed to stop him 
on his tracks And the 
goals never stopped 
coming 

Hiscountiymen have 
always acknowledged 
their debt of gratitude to 
this 'true representative 
of Portuguese sport,' as 
his merits and 
personality were 
recognised when he was 
awarded national 
honours In 1962.1973. 
1981 and 1990 But now 
the country's president 


Eusebio Soares has said 
that on October 5 
(Republic Day) he will 
award the master the 
Order of the Infante, 
something that only 
Carlos Lc^es and Rosa 
Mota the Oljrmpic gold 
medallists, have 
achieved. 

Don't let that little boy 
go. said Bella 
Guttmann. Benflea's 
former manager when he 
first saw Eusebio Nor 
will Portugal let the 
legacy of this great 
master ever pass into 
oblivion 


Boom 


X HE world at last 
has discovered the 
El Dot ado of the east 
Japan is now being 
viewed as the latest 
soccer goldmine like 
Colombia and North 
America in previous 
times Despite its 
resolutely amateur 
domestic pattern, 
prevalent only a year 
ago Japan has suddenly 
and quickly undei^ione a 
sea-change in its 
attitude towards the 
game and subsequently 
became a most proHtable 
place to play soccer 

With huge 

sponsorship coming in 
from such industrial 
giants as Nissan» 
Mitsubishi Sony and 
others the football 
market of Japan is 
headed for a boom time # 










A COMPANY in Sweden has released a 
fascinating set of statistics Like for 
example, did you know that in the last 
football Worid Cup in Italy, scheduled 90 
minute matches lasted from anywhere between 
90-110 minutes, not Including halftime. 
There’s more... 

In these matches, the bail was in play for an 
average period of50-55 minutes. In other 
words, nearly half a football game is filled v^th 
stoppages. Injuries, freeklcks, throw-ins. and 
general messing around 
Compare this with a game of tennis. An 
average men's singles match lasts quite as long 
as a football match, but the bail is in play only 
half as long In the Australian Open final, where 
Jim Courier beat Steian Edberg in four sets, the 
match lasted for as long as 2 hrs. and 25 mins, 
and the ball was in play for 26 mins. 39 secs. In 
other words, for 83 per-cent of the match. 
Courier and Edbei^; were doing things other 
than playing tennis. That's news. 
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E xciting news from the world of horse 
racing. The Radcot Handicap Hurdle at 
Newbury in England ended amidst 
controversy with a full-fledged brawl between 
twojockeysi ' 

Billy Morris, who turned out to be the villain of 
the episode was charged with head butting his 
counterpart. Jamie Osborne in an Incident after 
the race. Osborne had his dentures dislodged as 
a result of the butting and valets had to step in. 
to pull the two riders apart. Morris was found 
guilty of improper conduct and was fined £200 
by the stewards alter the confrontation was 
reported by Oliver Sherwood, the trainer for 
whom Osborne rides. 

Osborne seems to have a bad record of getting 
beaten up most of the time for no/ault of his. On 
Scottish Grand National day in 1990, Osborpe 
was slapped on the face in the weighing room by 
one Jenny Pitman. Pitman was also line £200. 

In his defence. Osborne reflected simply, “I 
must have the sort of face that people like to hit." 



()l I l( I Al nMil l S 


Stupid signals 



U MPIRES and their peculiar habits have 
been under close inspection at the 
ensuing World Cup, Down Under. Each 
offlclals' idiosyncrasies have been carefully 
analysed and noted down. 

The favouilte of the Kiwis, is Khlxar Hayat of 
Pakistan, vdio indicates a boundaty in the most 
delicate of fashions, fluttering his hands like a 
butterfly. India’s Plloo Reporter is a trifle more 
demonstrative, punching the air to signal his 
decisions. But David Shepherd seems to be the 
unanimous choice as winner. His stork 
impressions while standing at square legjust 
can’t be coDied. 


























Luck counts 


I F India missed out on 

anjrthlni; during this World 
Cup. it was luck. There were 
-times when India looked very 
comfo^ble, and near victory, 
only to be brought down by defeat. 
In the match against Sri Lanka, a 
bit of luck would surely have had 
the match wrapped up In our 
favour. Losing against Australia by 
just one run was another 
Instance when Lady Luck just 
turned her face away from us. 

But it should be said at this 
juncture that the players are also 
to be blamed in this respect. Time 
and lime again they have just 
crumbled under pressure when 
they should have stood up to the 
challenge. Though everything 
seems to be going against the 
Indians in this tournament, they 
have to really start working at their 
game if they are ever to surface 
from this depth. 

MANISHANKAR GHOSH. 

Assam. 

Why the discrepancy?aHii 

T he cover of the issue dated 
26Feb-3 March showkig the 
banner of all the nations playing in 
the tournament iwjs a brilliant idea 
except for one error. Tliere was a 
very blatant omission in that of 
South Africa. This World Cup will 
go down In history as the first 
major tournament in which the 
South Africans participated after 
they came back from oblivion. It 
was really shocking to see a 
magazine like Sportswor/d commit 
this error. One only hopes that the 
mistake was unintentional 
because otherwise it was in veiy 
bad taste. 

SABYASACHl CHATTERJEE. 
Calcutta. 


The transparency on the cover was 
of a hoarding released by the 
tournament atithorilles before the 
last -minute Inclusion of South 
Africa In the World Cup was 
finalised. Hence, there was very 
little we could do-^Edltor. 


Mak e way, Ravi ■■■■■■■ 

TPhE lime has certainly come for 
JL Shastri to opt out of the Indian 
team. Ravi Shastri, who at one time 
impressed fans all over by his 
mesmeric hard-hitting style of 
batting, has now disappointed by 
his very mediocre performance. He 
seems to have forgotten that the 
World Cup happens to be a 
tournament of one-day matches. 
He bats like he has all the time in 
the world, as thou^ he is pla 3 ring 
inaTest. It has been said that if 



Srtkkanth sizzles then India wins, 
but if Shastri stays India loses. 

Like for example in the match 
against England he scored only 57 
runs oil 112 balls. Certainly not the 
best way to be playing in a 
one-dayer 

But the vice-captain has 
certainly not realised this fact and 
it seems like the captain also did 
not make Shastri aware of what his 
responsibilities arc. At the same 
time it should be said that if Azhar 
is finding the role of captaincy foo 
heavy a burden then he should 
step down for others. There is no 
point in him continuing as the 
captain when he cannot deliver the 
goods. 

And lastly while Mr. Balg is in 
Australia he could take a few 
lessons from the books of the other 
managers present there. Mr. Baig. 
till now. has been the most 


ambiguous manager of Indian 
cricket that one has encountered. 
Af. A. RADHAKRISHNA. 

Bangalore. 

An ode to the cupsBBi 

Who yrill win the World Cup? 

Who’ll be the ones with their collars 
up? 

Will it be the defending champions 
The brave lighters—the 
Australians? 

All the hopes of Pakistan, 

Lie on Akram, Malik and Inirnn. 

The Kiwis can come up with a win. 
Only for the batting ol Martin. 

We’ll be In lor a surprise. 

If the l^nHuns end up with I he 
prize. 

But the surprise of surprises. I say. 
Will be. il the Irophy goes to 
Zimbabwe' 

But bewjire. the ones wit h a gcxid 
chance. 

Are the new and talented South 
Africans 

If G(xi is really an Englishman. 
Then no team can come near this 
one. 

Hey. what about the Windies? 

Who used to win with such ease 
And now. what about India. 

Can they repeat the performance of 
that year (’83)? 

If the motto of the Indians is to win. 
Tliey’ll have to dep<‘nd on Kaps, 
Krish and Sachin. 

But lor a man called Shastri. 

We might never sec the (ace of 
victory. 

RAAKHEE MUKHERJEE. 

Calcutta 

Give us a break 

T he poster of Monica Seles that 
act'umpanied the is.sue dated 
5 Feb-11 Feb was realty 
disappointing. It once again had a 
shot of a playing Seles and hence 
she looked all worked up. and her 
face was contorted. It would 
certainly be appreciated ifyou 
could give us posters of sportsmen 
that are oflbeat in nature and when 
they are not playing their 
respective s^rts. 

M.ZAMAN, 

Bangladesh. 


Hope you liked the photo feature 
on Seles In the Issue dated 4-10 
March — Editor. 










Eat what your body 
raallyneedaandnot 
whnt your mind cravaa 
fori 


T' 

H per 

■ per 
enti 
niai 

■ fltn 


HOWTO 


im HE question of 
how often to 
^ eat-and what 
^ to eat—is 
perhaps the most 
perplexing for fltness 
enthusiasts Since the 
mam motto of people into 
fltness Is to preserve 
itheir figures and In some 
cases even make them 
better, the right food at 
the rif^t time is all 
important 
Actually It's not so 
intriguing as some 
people think it is Hall 
depends on your caloric 
ne^s, your metabolism 
and your personal 
needs Ifyouareeverln 
doubt as to when you 
should eat. eat when you 
are feeling hungty And 
enjoy vour food 
instinctively Eat what 
your body craves for, and 
not what your mind 


craves for Common 
sensrtells us that the 
foods to avoid on a 
regular basis are 
processed foods and 
junk foods French fries, 
potato chips, cold 
drinks, butter, and 
double cheeseburgers 
are all very appetising, 
but they do not 
contribute to any 
long-term health 
advantages 
It is true that in today's 
world one cannot set 
aside fixed times and 
fixed diets to adhere to, 
because the man of 
today is always on the 
move much more than 
his earlier counterparts. 
But there are certain 
guidelines—end thqraie 
broad enough to allow 
some discrepancies to 
set in—that people 
should follow. 


Another grave mistake 
that dieters commit is 
starving for six days of 
the week and then 
pigging out on the 
seventh Not only is this 
bad. It also nullifles the 
dieting that was done 
during the week True it 
is very difficult to resist 
the temptauon \ cry 
olten. but the secret is to 
allow yourself a meal 
once in a while that is 
outside the strict dieting 
regimen you have set for 
yourself However, eat 
only till you are full, and 
not till you explode 
Regarding junk foods 
also, there are times 
when nothing else is 
available and you have to 
settle for them. What you 
have to be specially 
careful about when you 
are having these is to 
look out for salt, su^r 






andiats Cut down on 
suits And table sugar 
Ft Hits and \ egetablcs 
c oiitain enough salts 
and sugar (enough at 
least to meet your 
needs) And never forget 
that fats makes one fat 
and that is one thing au 
athlete ran do without 
When you at e e<iting out 
in ieslauraiits(and 
i 1 la t s become a \ ery 
< nmmon phenomenon) 
askfinnlybut politely 
ihal thi 1(km] be {(Hiked 
as you want It Ask them 
toiediKetlu sugai salt 
<ind tat ronti nt mthe 
1o(k1s Alteraliyouaie 
Hr oiu pav ing ior it and 
then s no point in paving 
foi tioubli isiheie'’ll 
th( Kst uiianl cannot 
adapt toyoiii needs then 
iind yoiii SI II a better 


eating place Many 
executives and salesmen 
complain of this 
common o< turrence 
When this happens gel 
your food cooked and 
packed at home as fat as 
possible 

Do we hear you asking 
"but where's the time ior 
all this? For startei s. 
let’s take a Icxik at how 
an average exec utivc 
who Is a bit health 
conscious eats He 
skimps on breakfast 
because he hasn t 
allowed himsell enough 
lime foi it At the best of 
times he has a c ouple ol 
slices of bread and glugs 
down a gl.iss of coffee 
Uinch usually t onslst s 
of a thickly buttered 
sandwic h or other 
snacks containinguiK e 


again an overdose of iat 
and sugar rhislhenls 
all washed down liy a sol) 
drink or two DInnci is 
the one meal ol the day 
that one eats at his own 
will and when one eats 
the most 

ihenaflei dintiei om 
usually lit ads straight 
forth! iH'dandtheixtia 
food that \ou \ e pac k( d 
in IS lay ing exli a stress 
on the cligt'stwe system 
Imagine how miu h 
beltei and hi iiefit lal it 
would be fur the IkhIv it 
yoiiKMikscveial 
halaiu ed meals all 
thioughtheday Most 
tillttitlonists opine that 
having alxiut loin oi ii\e 
balanced meals m tlu 
day IS the iH*sl w.iy to 
keep the < alories in 
check 


LOOK GOOD.... 
yiND FEEL GREAT 



lalkcaloiies andJthe 
iiisi thought Ihal comes 
tomindisduluig Ifyou 
au dictingyoudont 
hav( tokecpchcckuf 
c*\erv Singh c alone Ihal 
you pul into the system 
ihit.itthc sainelimeyou 
should ha\c enough 
knowledge alKiiit 
calorics so that you 
know I oughly how much 
you aie injc (ting into the 
body lo shed excess 
weight (alone 
(orisiiioption should be 
rediK ed while keeping 
proteins (albs and tats 
in tht s line pioportlon 
K.at cl( an locxl only No 
(alone ch use 
mitiilionless hxKlsllke 
chcHolatc butter 
Ite cream, (XKikies, 
candles or sweet 
desserts 

And lastly, always 
keep the objectives of 
dieting v(*ry t tear in your 
mind good health, 
added fitness clearer 
skin and a body that gets 
noticed That should 
make all the sell denial 
worthwhile' • 

Ramember that the 
right foods, at the right 
tlm4ls the only secret 
to fitness and e great 
body 






BOOK REVIEW 


CRICKET OVERLOAD 


WILLS BOOK OF EXCELLENCE 
ONE-DAY CRICKET BY Ayaz 
Memon Published by Orient 
Lortgman PnceRs250 

1 ] sallhei< notjusi inblaik 
andwhiU mvi\id<olourtoo 
This book charts lilt* 
tunuiltuous progicss ol Iht 
ont day game li om It s days tif 
t onlusrd infarK y to I he high'il 
enjoys right now And lor a 
sc If t onfessed one day c rickt t 
bashtr I once did a think piece 
on th( edit page of a ncwspapt*r in 
constjnfinc e with this destnu live 
righteousness (against the limited 
overs version ol the great game of 
critkeO hcwiitesinthe 
prologpe—Aya/ Memon has 
dellnitelv altered Ills slant t 
Nevertheless one has to 

< ommend I FT on their timing 
1 heir foresight to iide the World 
C up wave—ol t ourse so has 
e\ eiyone else—will make sure that 
even the glut of sport in the media 
will not dissuade potential 
customers Andifyoureoneof 
those cricket enthusiasts who 
appreciates the net essity of 
t hange then you re going to love 
the t hapter on Packer In keeping 



with the recolutionary altitude ol 
the game the re s also a t liapit r on 
t lit new gene rat ion pc ople who are 
just making tht ir mark 
As usual agreit pat kage like 
the rest ol tlu Wills books 

ONE DAY INTERNATIONAL 

CRICKET RECORDS by Arun Amaw 
Published by Pustak Mahal Price 24 

I)A^ inttmational 
VeC lit kit Rttoids isa 
t omnu ndablt i iioi t bt < ause t hei e 
IS still <i ilearth ol good statistical 
liooks in India and this one is mote 
than worth its pi III AninAmaw 
has already made his name iii 
< ompiling seveial statistical litioks 
Int lulling othei spoi ts too 
Allct giving a brit I history of Iht 
important c ompetilions including 
thi previous World C ups Iht 
author h IS dont wclltopioiidc 
table s giving \ t ai wise 
pi riot manic olt earns in 
Prudential/ rexaco I lophy (in 
England) Woi Id Sei it s C up (in 
Australia) Wills/C hai mlnai 
Series in India all Shariah 
tournaments and previous World 
Cups 1 his IS followed by a vtiy 
exhaustive and most uselul 
series wise and match ty match 
dest nption ol the details (strangely 
except tosst s) ol the 678 one day 
Internationals played upto the end 
ol the 1 exaco 7rophy mate hes in 
England in 1991 
No statistic al book of this 
propoi tioii can perhaps be 
error Ircfc and it seems some 
inadvertent dist repancies 
have inevitably 11 ept in the most 
glanng of which apart from several 
spelling mistakes is the t onfiising 
and wiongfiguieol 394 on the 
back cover whlc h is diflc i ent from 
678 the numbt'r of ac I ual matches 
c overed In the book 

WORLD CUP CRICKET by Raw Cha- 
turvedi Published by Tarang Paper¬ 
backs Pace Rs 75 

W ORLD Cup Cricket is renown¬ 
ed TV commentator Ravi Cha- 
turvedi s fourth bodk which has 


encapsuled all that happened In 
t he lour previous World Cup com 
petitions I he pnee is reasonable 
and the reading material plentiful 
There is a short history on the on 
gins of the one day game and the 
World Cup But the bulk of the 
200 page book contains detailed 
scoieboards and suet met one page 
(ommentanes on each aijd ev ery 
match in the four World Cup ctim 
petitions held so far 
It is an ideal book lor both the lay 
man and expert involved in cover 
ing and watt hing the World Cup 
Down IJndci and in NewZt aland 
Camblei s who examine prev lous 
1 c< ords before tier iding on their sta 
kes hav e made a beeline for this 
book as wt II I'oi the statistii ally 
minded there an pages of copious 
statistics But overall the style is 
pithy and i cadablc 

NovyKapMlto 


DIRECTORS 
SPECIAL BOOK 
OF CRICKETING 
CONTROVERSIES 
Researched by 
Ravi Kant 
Snvastava 
Published by 
Ritam 

Publications Price 
RsSO 

Y et another of the World Cup 
crop this book IS an 
interesting < ollection of the 
controv'ersial episodes that have 
punctuated cricket s path 7 he 
Jackman deporting, the Vaseline 
inendent the underarm ball 
Gattfng-Shakoor Rana showdown 
the aluminium bat it s all there 

Vciyoflbeat very well 
compartmentalise^, this book Is 
definitely a good read for those of 
you who follow the game with a 
ferocity If you re trying to pick up 
the rudiments of the game thou^. 
you had better leave this book for 
later. 
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KARATE 


THE POWER OF THE EMPTY HAND 



T H IS week we’re 
onto yet 

another 
self-defence 
technique, this time 
uslnf<the 

mavKishi-ukt block 
from 

kokutsii-dachi. 
Lean back. f;olni;( 


Into kokutsu'dachli 
and block the punch 
thrown at you. Then 
pulling him towards 
you by his 
outstretched arm, 
deliver a punch to 
the chin. 

■y Shivali OangUly 
KyokualMHiluiiluiii Karat* 







Go Into kokutsu-dachl and block tha punch with a 
mawaahl’UkI block (Inaata). Than pull him towards 
you and dalfver a punch to the chin 
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NEW DELHI 


Inter-University 
Women’s Judo 


G urunanakdev 
UNlVER5nY(GNl)U] 
Amritsarref*atnrd tii<*o\< i.ill tiili 
in the 5th edition of tiu All Indi i 
Inter University Wonn n s.Jndo 
Championship Karhir tlii\ li.id 
won the title in J9H9 ‘K).ii 
Kurukshetra 

GNDUraptured thi o\n.ill titU 
with 14 points will lone i*old two 
silver and three bron/e iiu d.ils As 
many as 103Judokasii()ni21 
universities look pail in llie 
four-day meet 

Derendini> champions .md liosis 
(he University of Delhi < ana 
Berond with l^poinls liaMn)i>won 
twogold and three silvt i nu d.tls 
white Punjab Ufniversilv I’ati.ila 
were third with 12 puinis ii oni one 
gold two silvers and one l>i on/i 
medal 

Neelain Dalai oi Delhi llnlvi rsiiy 
extended her reign in the tielow 52 
Kg category winning it iorlhi 

second year running Neelain 
knocked out her opponent Hharti 
Dogra of Punjab Univei sii\ 

In the below 56 Kg category'last 
year's winner Tinl Tart 
representing Barkatullah 
University. Bhopal retained the 
f^ld with the bout being < on< eded 
by Sharambir Kaur oi lAinjabi 
University, who sustained an 
elbow fracture in the final 

Delhi Univei slty's Ajit Kaui in 
her inter university debut 
defeated Mamta Rant of IHinjabi 
University in the below 44 Kg 
category In a well contested open 
weight f ategoiy bout on the 
concluding day. Navneet. an 
undeigraduate fourth year 
student representing GNDU 
Jalandhar, defeated Ravinder of 
Punjab University, Chandigarh 
The tournament was 
inaugurated Dr G 6. Stvia. Jl 
Secretary. Assoi'iation of Indian 
Universities, while Jagdlsh TyUer. 
Minister of Surface and Transport 
gave away the prices 


m 


Ajit Kaur of Delhi University was 
tnumphant in the below 44 Kg. 
weight category 


PSCB Hockey 


B IIAKM 1'LIKOl.bUM 

( OUIDKAI ION LTD emerged 
winiKisliii ih< sec Olidycarln 
SI K«(ssKin w lu n they ^at Oil and 
N.iliii.ilCi.ist oinmission? 6via 
thetir bu ak( I in an evenly 
(ontestf d iinal in the 10th PSCB 
Intc'i linil Hoc keyToiiniament 
held lec t ntl\ .it lireShivaji 
Stadium K P Mohan scored twice 
foi Bhai at IVti oleum while Mohd 
Nasir and Kailash C hand 
etiualised ioi ONGC With both 
sides evenly ni.it ched at full time 
(2 2) extra time was enioiced. but 
this also l.iiled to produce any 
scoie Eventually the tie-breaker 
had to dec ide the winners and this 
IS where BPCL c llnched the issue 
For BK'L Apt Singh, Ashwinder 
Singh. S Jheelani, Ravi Nayyakar 
and A Vemian all scored. ^^lIe ior 
ONGC R Ch.iuhan. V.K, Singh. 

Md Nasii and R Singh converted 
while K K Mishra tailed to find the 
mark Earlk'rin the semi-finals. 
Bharat i Vtrolcum had trounced 
EIL 5 0. while In the other 
semi final, ONGC prevailed over 
Hindustan I Vtrolcum 4-0. This 
year’s touniainent was organised 
by Engineers India Limited. 

RwlsISll VSMS 


CALCUTTA 


Inter-government 
college athletics 


H OOGI ILY MOHSIN COLLEGE 
iinished team champions in 
the third Intel -government college 
athletir s meet held at th^Nctap 
Subhas Sports Authority of India 
tomplex Saltl.ake Pwo hundred 
students including 58 women 
from 17 colleges took part in the 
two-day fifTalr 

Mohsin College dominated txith 
the men s and women's c\ cuts 
Wliile the men s team s< oi ed 48 
points tot lint h the team title then 
women St oied 13 to finish at the 
tt)p 

1 he iiuin idu<il i it Ics vvei r shar'’'* 
by Ismatai,i All t»i ABN Stsil 
College anti Siibhankai Dcy oi 
Hooghiv Mohsin 
Sovan Baskey of lltHighIv 
finished as the l.islt st man of the 
meci bla/ing the 100m cinder 
imt k in an impiessive 11 .5 
seconds On the distaff side 
Knshna Das complctetl a spnnt 
double for Hooghiv Mohsin when 
she won the 100m gold with a 
timing of 13 0 seconds and the 
200m clocking 29 seconds 
Ideally Das should have 
finished best in the women s 
individual section, but Istamara s 
better showing in the field events 
made the overall difference 
Istamara's best wins were the 
Javelin gold and silver in the discus 
and shot put She accumulated 11 
points in all 

Subhankar Dey shone in the 
long-distance races He won the 
400m gold with a timing of 54 7 
secs and the 800m gold clocking 2 
mins 5 7 secs, which was a new 
meet record. His third gold came in 
the l.SOOmetres 
On the opening day of the meet, 
there were as many as three meet 
records. This speaks eloquently of 
the fact that the annual affair is 
being taken seriously l^ the college 
students. 

Subhankar Bhadra of Hooghly 
Mohsin high-jumped 1.79 metres. 
Sovan Bask^ broad Jumped 6.42 
metres and Biswanath Adhikarl of 
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NEW DELHI 


Chandannagore threw the disrus 
as far as 32.46 metres to set up the 
new meet marks of t he competition. 

Dr Mohlt Bhattacharya. the Vice 
Chancellor of Burdwan University, 
presided as the chief guest on the 
final day. 
t e w Bi h r a less 


Sports journalists’ 
workshop 

A workshop for sports 

journalism was held after 
many years In early March. It was 
jointly organised by the Calcutta 
Sports Journalists’Club (CSJC) 
and Aitjkanl. a leading vernacular 
dally of the eily. 

The idea of a workshop w.is 
mooted in 1991 todi{5cussthe 
problems dogging ^iibes and 
steps taken to Inipnive on various 
fields of reporting. Tlie workshop 
had also decidetl to include 
students of sport sjournalism^nd 
practicing journalists from the 
districts, to educate them with 
first-hand knbwledge from 
full-time and professional men In 
the field. 

The CSJC-.Aa/ka.'i/workshop 
attracted as many as 65 
participants. For starters, the 
response can be termed 
overwhelming. Tlie meet was 
dedicated to the late Mukul Datta. 
who is considered by many to be 
the father of modem journalism. 

Eminent sports s<*ribes and 
radio broadcaster. Ajoy Hose 
compered the day’s proceedings in 
his own fluid style. Among the 
many speakers who were present 
on the occasion were Mr Ashok 
Dasgupta, the editor of Aajkaal. 
veteran Journalist. MrShyam 
Sundar Ghosh of The Statesman. 

Mr Ashok Kamath of 77)e 
Telegraph, Mr Manik Baneijee and 
Mr %ed Ahmed Khan of the ne«« 
agencies. UNI and PTI. 
respectively. They covered a wide 
range of Subjects in their speeches 
Including page-making and choice 
and placing of news articles. 

But one of the day's most 
Interesting speeches was giw?n 
Or Pallab Basumalllck. who is also 
Itunous os a tel<n1slon 
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Th« |oumall«t«' workshop 
organised by the CSJC In 
progress. Several luminaries of 
. CMCUtts journalism imparted 
' valuable tips to beginnera Intiie 
trade covering a large number of 
topics 

f 

commentator. 

Dr BasumalHrk, who spoke on 
the role of sports medicine. 
highli({hted the fact that 
journalists should know some 
basics abolit sports medicine to 
make their reports more factual 
and interesting. 


He cited the advancement of 
sports medicine in first world 
countries like Germany and the 
United States, and while doing so, 
informed us that one of the factors 
for Germany's success in the Italia 
'90 was the fact that it was the only 
team which never suffered from 
stomach ailments during the 
entire period of the event. This he 
said, was due to sports medicine 
and bio-medicine research which 
the German experts did for almost 
four years before their football 
squad landed in Italy. 


Or Basumalllck also spoke of 
psychologleal training in order to 
bring the best out of sportsmen. He 
said that tests, in the United States 
have shown that Leander Paes' 
‘killer instinct' are actually a few 
notches higher than that of John 
McEnroe. The do^or also 
answered a wide range of 
questions from the participants. 

All participants were awarded 
certificates at the end of the 
seminar. 












SPORT SHORTS 


ly Frtil Hull 


MATHEW WEBB 

% f!ft* nt* ft tw>n thi EijI'sh Chii$tl 


On Attjttsl 2S{h, t87$ in Enjliihman 
Ciot Mifliiv iVtbb wit (hi fiai ntn 
t« iwim lerots thi Enjlith Cliinnil 
Hit meridibli fait took 21 blurt ind 
45 minutit Tbit wit tueb in 
imputtibii iwim ibit ik yian yiitad 
Difore anothir twimmar eritted iba 
20 mill ehinnall 


m 


Ironically, tbi world fama IVabb jainid lad to bit tragie ind 
wlois touring Ibi Unitad Stalat bi daeidad to yirforn inotbir 
fa'tattie fiat- ba tha firit mm ivar to twim Niigari Fallt 
Tbii wat to ba bit litt bid for fima. Tha aotarioui Niigiri 
«pidt won, Wibb drownedi 


m ORtem OF lei HocKer 

Fiald beekiy cm ba traead back to 2,000 B C. in Portia 
lei boekif it a newcomor, originiring m Canada in ibo 
lait century 

Than an two yoyutir ttoriii about Iba origin 
of thaword'boekay' 

Ona ttory it tbit in 1740 Fraoeh iiplerari 
B Vy eama aeroti a group of indiiot playing wildly 
j&^itb iliekt and a ball on —- 

r a froran rivir Whan a 
playar wat itruek by a 

\ ttiek ha yallad 'ho ghaa'^^^/-^*^^ 
('ithurtt'] Tolhitdiy 
many think that wat 
tha origin of tha 
mi 'boekay' 




Ofhort think it oama from tba Franeh word 
'bogunt*, tha eurvad ttaff of a thaphard ^ 

Modarn boekay gel it't ttart in 1855, whan^^5 
Har Maiitty'i Royal Canadian Piflat playad thair firtt boekay 
gama on lea naar thair barraekt in Kingtfon lea rioekay wat an 
outgnwth of a gama which toldiart ealled "thinny* a fiald boekay 
gama that had baan playad tinea tha I830't 


8e aSpo 



1*01 sick of sitting at home 
vhile you*re out at nights.* 


* 0 .K...O.K...It's a tie!* 















O NMar18,1989 

Anna 

Malekhuva »)f USSR 
•jelawofldieinrilin 
ait rlllf slidotinij lot 
wonuiiby(()ll(<iin^ 
395 out of l(K) 
points at IIi« llaiitK 
Ndhdl.imls 

S LiniNti ivvoild 
ntoid in fisliin^ 
M Saii/aii nitilil i 
tdipaii wiiitinni? 
28tlb(l^H It 

Uiki M II i( iibo 
VdK/iul ioiiAAar19, 
19M. 


SPORTSWEEK 


This week in the MsiAiy^spoft 


L IJIAN(x woild 
i>>niii€isti(s 
(ti iiiipioiiciiid 
winiK I ofa/i>oid 

lilt dal iiultlirti 
bioii/t tin dais it 
tilt St oil! Oivinpic 
(i mil s 111 1988 
v\. IS Imi II on Mar 90, 
1970 in ( liiiia 


W ULNht fltw 
2 004 km in 
bis .lilt laft Vtiisin 
at 

Fss\ Its Muiillntaiix 
fiiiKt onMarOl, 


1908, Henry Farman 
betame the first 
man to fly more than 
two kins In an 
aeroplaiu 

R A.JASIHAN 
letainedthi 
National Cyi le^^olo 
C hanipionship tltk 
by dt it atlng Punjab 
intht final m New 
Delhi onMar99,1989. 

I Nafiti stvlf 
wttslling 

(liampionshiplMint 
bt t wt di Dai a SIngli 


and Majid Akta on 
Mar 93,1968, at 

Bombay Dai a 
Sln((h enuTfttd tht 

\KtOI 

I Nawtlterwti£»ht 

boxiiifi 

t haniptonsirip 
matt h lit id inNtw 
York on AAar94,1969 
tonit ndt 1 1 milk 
Giifiith kiKM kt (I 
thainpionlk niiv 
Part I sans, it s< 

wliodiid 10 (I IVs 
•lattr 

A.R. Sharif 


MILESTONES 


CNOSfN: Nailon.it 
table it'iuiis 
ibamplon Kamit sh 
Mehta Chttan 
Daboor >ind Niy.di 
Shah as till table 
tennis to.mi to 
represent India in 
the Bitrielona 
Olympits 
TO TOW: South 
Afrit a the Wt st 
Indies next month to 
play their 111 st lest 
motih alter they 
weic rcailmitled 
into the mainstieaiii 
ufinItnMtInnal 
trli kt t 

RWSTATEO: South 
Afrit a by the 
International 
Anititt ui Atliletks 
Fedeiation (lAAF) 
whir h now t tears 
their way lor 
paiiit ipationintho 
Barc eloria Olympics. 
WMfcDy Monk a 
Seles the $350 0(X) 
Evett Cup women s 
tennis tournament 
Shectefeatetl 
Conrhlta Marline/ 
ofSpain6-3.6 lin 
the final ptp«d at 
Indian Wens This 



Anita Nall cslalKatM IMr iMw iivcRM raoord ill tha 
’ 200 mbraaatatrokawHh Jill 8111160.8. 

Olympic Swlmmins Trial* 


was Seles’23rd 
careei win 

moil: By South Korea 
the 16th Asian 
DoAihg 

Championship held 
tnBan^i^ok They 
led the tally with six 
i^old medals India 
finished with two 
bron/cx and India's 
Dhdi mendra Sin{^ 
Yadav was voted the 


most promising 
boxer of thf 
champicnshtp, 
W0llt% Michael 
Changthe 
ChapqjtCiliBCup 
tenths 
He defeated 
Chearioiccvoif .s 
Kussiafi-3.ee4, 
intheahal.," ^ 


Florida tennis 
toiimamenti She 
defatted Conchita 
Maiitnez in the flnal 
KCWBSfTl By Anita 
NdU In the200m 
tiretetatroke event 
at the O.S. Cflymplc 
{^itfetingTiklBitt 
Indlanapcflls Nall 
broK* Her previous 
world'hecardwltha 
thningor2J354)^ 










TENNIS 




r 


F RANCE’S all-time 
won-lost record 
against the United States 
in Davis Cup finals: 6-3. 








% 
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N umber of matches 
that Brad Gilbert won 
in Grand Slam 
tournaments in 1989 
when he was ranked No. 6 
in the world: 0. 

T he most favourite 
athlete by a.wide 
margin in KidSports 
maga7.ine’s 1991 readers* 
poll in the "other sports" 
(other than basketball, 
baseball and football) 
category: Andre Agassi. 

T he player whom 
all-time great Bill 
Tilden called "the most 
fascinating flgure in 
tennis" in the mid- 1930s: 
Baron Gottfned von 
Cramm. 

N UMBERoftop 10 
ranked players that 
JMln McEnroe beat in 
1 ^ 1 : 0 . 
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founder^arklCEOof • 
Intemallcwial j 

Management Group and'/, 
'one of the sports world’s 
most powerlul people: 
Bjorn Borg and Paul 
McCartney, 

O NLY men’s player to 
flnish 1991 ranked in 
the lop 15 In the world In 
singles and doubles; 

Emilio Sanchez. 

r m.E of 1957-58 
Wimbledon and U.S. 
champion Althea 
Gibson's autobiography;, 

'I Always Wanted to be 
Somebody." 

S TAR player who was 
almost thrown out of 
hlaown tournament in 
Florida in 1982 for 
obscehe language and 
gesture, arming line 
callaand smashing his 
rackejtrlUeNastasc. 




Bush's sports heroes; 
Lou Gehrig. Babe Ruth. 
Don Budge and Gene 
Mako, the doubles team. 

N umber of donation 
requests David 
Wheaton received in a 
two-week period while at 
his Minnesota home after 
returning from winning 
the $2 million top prize at 
the Grand Slam Cup: 50. 

N umber of men’s 
players whoeamed 
more than $ 100,000 in 
tournament prizd money 
in 1984:43. 

N umber of men’s 

players who earned 
more than $ 100.000 In 
tournament prize money 
in 1991:'140. 

twnpNMl by e«il Fain 




SIGHT FOR 
SORE EYES 

paychecks 

■WENNIFER 
■ CAFRlATTmay 
have aether 
IQita on winning a 
Grand Slam title In 
1992. but the same 
couldn’t be said fiir 
her when she strove to 
get hCT driving 
license. Capitatl 
failed to get the 
license Imt bagged 
•her first pair or 
eyeglasses Instead, 
after felling a vldon 
teat for her ditvers' 
pernilt 

*1 alw!i^ knew that 
1 needed glasses, but 
no one would bdleve 





Janniiw Cfemiali: asMiiM hsr skMs 

aPWsssiVW wMHsINHes SSVw Wg^BSW 

onadrivsni'InanM 


PRIVATE 
EYE 

WE LOOK 
WHERE 
WE'RE NOT 
SUPPOSED TO' 


ate.” she cmaifessed. *1 
ootaldsee ftiebitttolaay 
wfaenj^syingagsiiie, 
botl ooifiiht’tiMBethe 
other pfeyers’feM.’’ 

Howeomethe 
bfimg ^jresfght some 
people magr ask. The 
reason could be 
attrttmtedtothe 
bulging of ^baUs at 
the Bight of vmy heavy 
paydiecks. at such a 
tender age. 




Select any 
of these 
BPL-SANYO **' 
music systems 
And sit back 
to enjoy pure 
rich music 
Absolutely 
Without any 


VXTENDfiflf 

BIISSUIIIIOUND 
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AEROBICS + 
WEIGHTS = 
PERFECTION 


T his is the final 

part of Cory 
Everson' s article on 
women and weight - 
training. Like she's 
•aidearlier, don't 
put of f by the 
^nought of ugly 
,* liulglngmuscles. Xf 


you do things in 
proportion, you' 11 be 
surprised at the body 
you' 11 bui Id for 
yourself. Here goes: 

Like other body¬ 
builders, I've found 
that intensity is the 
key to adding muscu*- 


larslze. But experi¬ 
ence has shown that 
moderate repeti tiona 
work best for adding 
size. Z prefer to 
never do fewer than 10 
reps in any exercise. 
In some exercises, 
such as leg curls and 


leg extensions. I'll 
often do extended 
sets, in which the 
reps can go as high as 
20 - 30 . 

I'11 also avoid 
techniques such as 
forced reps, where a 
training partner 
helps me push past the 
point of failure; and 
negative reps, where 
you do the lowering 
portion of an exerci¬ 
se with unusually 
heavyweights. I 
beliejfe these methods 
have value for men, 
but often lead to over - 
training and injuries 
in women. The reason 
relates to a woman' s 
smaller Joint struc¬ 
ture, which is more 
vulnerable to 
intensity-inducing 








techniques. 

I work to create an 
illusion of size. One 
way to do this is by 
reducing bodyfat 
while maintaining 
muscle size. A cut 
body always looks big¬ 
ger onstage than it 
really is. This is 
where the illusion 
comes in. People are 
often surprised to 
notice that X'm not as 
big as they expected 
"le to be In person. 

You also create a 
size Illusion through 
selective choice of 
exercises. For exam¬ 
ple, intralningmy 
thlgha X'm careful 
not to do too many lag 
extensions. Overdo- ' 
Ing this exercise 
builds sise in tha- 


kneearea. By keeping 
this area small, X 
make my upper thighs 
look much larger than 
they really are. 
Again,Illusion. 

Can you lose fat and 
build muscle mass 
simultaneously? I 
believe you can. The 
key is proper nutri - 
tlon. You must ingest 
enough calories to 
maintain a positive 
nitrogen balance to 
prevent muscle cata¬ 
bolism, or size loss. 
But youmust bediscer- 
ning in your choice of 
calories. Not all 
calories are the same. 

Xnpractice, this 
means emphasising 
low-fat sources of 
blgh-qual ity pro¬ 
tein. Such foods 


include egg whites, 
chicken, turkey and 
fish. Tomaximise 
nutrient absorption, 
divide your food inta¬ 
ke into small por¬ 
tions and eat more 
frequently. Try to 
eat 4-6 small meals 
daily about every 
three hours. Studies 
show that eating smal¬ 
ler meals more often 
allows you to 
increase your caloric 
intake with less chan¬ 
ce of getting fat. 

To provide the ener¬ 
gy you need for inten¬ 
se training, your 
diet should empha si S'* 
complex carbohydra- 
tes . These are high- 
f iber sources of natu¬ 
ral carbohydrates 
such as fruits, vege¬ 
tables and whole 
grains. For gaining 
size, try toget about 
4 grams of carbohydra¬ 


te for every kilogram 
(2.2 pounds) of body- 
weight. This will 
make your carb Intake 
about 65-70%of your 
total dally calories. 

Limit fats as much as 
possible. This is 
especially important 
for women, because 
the more fat you con¬ 
sume, the higher your 
estrogen levels. 
Estrogen stimulates 
fat buildup, especia¬ 
lly xn t he lower body • 
High-fiber foods help 
the body excrete 
estrogen, which is 
another reason such 
foods shou Id be a 
ma^or part of your 
diet. 

Although aerobic 
exerci se is great for 
losing fat , women 
interested in gaining 
muscular size should- 
n't overdo aexobirs. 

Training in the man¬ 
ner I' ve described 
will forever delete 
the cliche 'The Wea¬ 
ker Sex' f rom your 
vocabulary# 
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Wills presents 
90 minutes of pitched 

excitement. 
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A Pace is sweating it out and shedding it off. 
It is pushing yourself Testing yourself. 

Pace IS an cneigetic line of watches. 

Slim styles worked out with bold designs. 

In a w)rd, Pace is power. 

In other words, it’s you. A 
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Captain 

Azharuddin put 
the cat amongst 
the pigeons by 
blaming the 
younger players 
for Indians poor 
play Down 
Under. But 
perhaps he’s 
missed the point 


FROM ANDY O’BRIEN 


O 


H no. not 
a/*ain; Not 
another 
thesis or 
obituary 
on the 


Indian team's 
performance Down 











THE INDIAN CHALLENGE IS OVER 


Who was Azharuddin 
passing the buck on to? 


WHO^S TO BUI 





Th« Indian team has “too 
much of an 

individualistic attituda” 
according to Abbas All 
Baig 

Under! Haven’t you 
Press guys worn out your 
typewriters, blasting the 
Indian crirket team? 
Anyway, goon, criticise 
one more time and be 
damned. 

I know that's what you 
must be saying before 
you venture into reding 
yet another analysis of 
our performance in the 
World Cup. But 
seriously there's so 
much to tell you about 
our team, that maybe 
one ought to consider 
writing an entire book on 
the topic. But here goes 
anyway. 

Plenty has been said 
by everybody, so 
perhaps it would be more 
relevant if we Just dealt 
with what the people 
concerned had to say. 

Indian captain 
Mohammed 
Azharuddin. dropped a 
somewhat illogical 
bombshell when he 
accused the younger 
players of his team of 
letting the team down. “I 
was very disappointed 
with the performances of 
the youngsters. I didn't 
think they performed to 
expectations,” the 
skipper claimed at the 
Press conference 
following India's last 
World Cup match 
against South Africa. 

This statement is being 
seen by some people a^ 
something like Dilip 

PHOTOGRAPHS: 
NIKHIL BHATTACHARYA 

ME? 
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Lite gufiligMers in some 
oM Weelsni, (from Ml) 
Srinatli, Prabhstar,- 
Jad^ and Raju'weik out 
for yat an other showdo w n 

Vengsarkar’s claim (In 
an Inlcn/lcw to 
SporlsworM aflcr the 
West Indies series for 
which he was captain] 
ihal some of his players 
were running away from 
the bail. A/.iiar. of 
course, like Vengsarkor 
was obviously meaning 
what he said. He perhaps 
truly had expected more 
from the younger players 
and was indeed 
somewhat disapiMiinted 
when his high 
expectations were not 
lived up to. 

But to blame them for 
India's poor performance 
in the World Cup, and 
the entire 


summer, would seem 
more than a trifle unfair. 
Who was Axharuddln 
passing the buck on to? 
Which youngsters? If he 
was indeed referring to 
the Cup. then it seemed 
as if it were. In fact, the 
younger lot of players 


"I was very 
disappointed 
with the 
perfdrmances 
of the 

youngsters. I 
didn't think 
they performed 
to 

expectations"— 

Azharuddin 


who contributed the 
most towards the team. 
The seniors were the 
ones who hadn't lived 
upto expectations. Ravi 
Shastri had been 
dropped from the team 
because the man. who 
has hit six sixes in an 
over, was found wanting 
for pace in his batting. 

Kapil Dev, after a 
splendid summer. dUln't 
really maintain the high 
standards he had set in 
the early part of the tour. 
Srikkanth's 
contribution in the 
World Cup campaign 
was so negligible, that it 
is a pity but international 
cricket has probably 
seen the last of this 
dashing 

batsman.. .unless of 
cx>urse. five wise men (or 
is it one man?) decide to 


do away with the team of 
the 90s and Instead fall 
back on the team of the 
over-30s. 

Who the hell was 
Azhar pointing the finger 
at.? 

"No. I wasn't pointing 
the linger at anyone in 
particular. Just generally 
saying that I thought the 
younger players had the 
potential to contribute 
more. I think they have to 
play a few more years of 
first-class cricket before 
they are pushed into the 
Indian team. I think 
there's a big gap between 
playingdomestic cricket 
and playing 
international cricket." 

At the Press 
conference, when an 
aghast Press asked 
Azhar which of the 
youngsters he was 





refering to. the Indian 
captain said precisely 
the above. When he was 
being questioned 
further, it was manager 
Abbas All Baig. who. 
noting Azhar's 
discomfort came to his 
rescue. “1 think what 
Azhar is saying, is that 
the Indian cap seems to 
come too easily these 
days. Just a couple of 
first class games and you 
are there," 

The following morning 
the Indian team were 
flying out of Adelaide and 
into Sydney from where 
they were to fly home. 
Baig was about to check 
out of his hotel room 
when my call disturbed 
him. 

When I told him that 
the entire Indian Press 
had gone to town over 
Azhar’s quote about the 
youngsters, he cut me 
short disowning all 
responsibility. "I didn’t 
.say It, did I? The captain 
said it." Judging by his 
reaction and what he 
said, it was obvious that 


'Thertwasa 
complacency in 
the team vdth 
regard to 
players in the 
playing eleven. 
There was no 
real fear, that 
you would lose 
your place in 
the team if you 
didn’t perform 
consistently" 
-Abbas All Baig 


the manager felt that 
Azhar had made a 
boo-boo. I3u* didn't the 
manager explain to the 
I^ss what Azhar was 
saying'? Didn’t that mean 
that he comprehended 

Man|rakar goes, and 
Pakistan celabrate. At 
laaat we twon that ons 


Azhar’s view and agreed 
with it? The manager 
denied this. What then is 
Haig’s view if he were 
asked to single out the 
main reason for India’s 
failing? Was it an 
attitude problem? 

"Ab.solutely. It was all 
in the mind.’’ he replies. 

Normally very 
diplomatic, Baig was at 
last putting his Anger on 
the pulse in order to i 
deAne the fifver. And this 
time he was not holding 
back. ’There was a 
complacency in the team 
with regard to players in 
the playing eleven. There 
was no real fear, that you 
would lose your place in 
the team if you didn’t 
perform consistently. No 
terrible lear at all. There 
was this attitude, that 
the done my bit. I’ve 
scored my 30-40 runs or 
bowled tidily enough, so 
that’s It. I’ve done my bit. 
I’ll be in the team the next 
time, so why worry. AAer 
that it was upto the rest.” 

Then Baig went a step 



further: “And when a 
player was left out of the 
team, he felt aggrieved. 
They even sulked. It 
came down to not 
bothering whether the ! 

team won or not. There I 
even may have been 
people who, at times, 
didn’t really want the 
team to win." 

Why was this so? 

"Because overall, 
there was too much of an 
individualistic attitude," 
says Baig. "It was more T 
than ’We’. And because 
of the circumstances, it 
was a case of each one 
fending for him.sclf to 
save his face, whether 
that ended in winning or 
losing was immaterial. 
Ijosing seemed to be the 
team’s problem." 

Baig points to Praveen 
Amre and says." I tell you 
if everyone had the 
fantastic attitude of that 
lad. we would have been 
going to Sydney or 
Auckland to play in the 
semi-Anals." 

So here we go again. If 
Anire’s attitude is. 
fantastic, Tendulkar’s 
performance brilliant. 
Kambll’s performance 
not disgraceful, 

Srlnath's will to win 
deadly, then why was the 
captain blaming these 
bc^ for the team’s 
debacle? 

Perhaps the captain 
was a IttUe confused. He 
even praised the Indian 
bowling which had done 
so well on the tour, but in 
the crucial matches in 
the World Cup let the 
team down. It’s strange 
that this Indian team 
required a separate 
batting wicket to score 
runs and a separate 
helpful pitch to be 
effective in the bowling 
department. 
Unfortunately, the 
World Cup rules allowed 
each match to be played j 
on a single wlcketl • 



















































Four teams: 

England. New Zealand. South Africa. Pakistan. Three matches: two 
semi-finals and one final. One trophy. Gotta see who’ll rule the world 


FROM ANDY O’BRIEN, MEIDOliRNB 


N ew ZEALAND 
captain Martin 
Crowe IS 

renilnlscent of Lee 
Marvin as Kid 
Sheleenmlhe 
movie The Ballad of Cat Ballou 
Sheleen, a good gunOghter. shoots 
his twin brother, a bad gunflghter, 
and his Irlends, are showed by this 
Freudian climax 

Kid they exclaim you Just 
killed your own bother! 

Yeah, says Kid Yeah It was 
great 

After pulling the gun on their 
brothers from across the Tasman 
in the opening game of the World 
Cup. the Kiwis put the bullet right 
through the Australian team’s 
head by failing to keep a clean slate 
in the pndimmaiy stage of the 
tournament Their first defeat—to 
Pakistan—in effect putting an end 
to all Aussie hopes of sneaking into 
the semi-finals of the tournament 
In a situation laced with irony, in 
a cniel twist of fate. New Zealand, 
the World Cup leader with a 7-0 
record, were In the perverse 
position of needing to lose its last 
match against Pakistan to avoid 
the injustice of playing its 
semi-final against Australia av^y 
from home If New Zealand 
preserved their unbeaten record by 
adding an eighth win and Australia 
beat the West Indies by a sufficient 
margin (by 35 runs if they batted 
fli St. or finished off the match in the 
42nd over if they were chasing) 
Border’s blokes would slip In. with 
eight points. Into fourth position. 
That seemed to be the arithmetic 
eveiyone wa/s working on to see the 
hosts—and pre-toumament 
Eavouriles—Into the last four stage. 

But in all arithmetic there is the 
X factor, which in this case was 
Pakistan. If Pakistan were tube the 
first team to beat New Zealand, ft 
would knock Australia out directfy 
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. Maw Zealand rode Mark 
Q r eatb a teh’a hard hlttino Into the 
semi-finals. Can thaygoaiithe way? 

And even if Australia went on to 
beat the West Indies, it would still 
be Pakistan—and neither the 
Windles nor the Aussies—who 
would make the play-off stage of ^ 

the competition. 

As things turned out on that last 


day of the prelimltiaty mate hes. 
had Pakistan not accounted for 
New Zealand, the Kiwis would liave 
been penalised for their 
outstanding consistency by 
playing their semi finals in Sydney 
against Australia rathei than on 
the familiar and friendly mattress 
that passes as a pitch at Eden 
Park. Auckland All this, thanks to 
a pre-toumament agreement 
struck between the two host 
boards NZ finishing on lop and 
Australia fouith was a sccnano 
never seriously considered And 
Austi alia missing out c otnplclcly 
was hardly contemplated 
And yet it came to pass that 
Australia’s hope rested not only on 
their ability to beat the West Indies 
handsomely, but also on the 
’honest trying of our cgusms' (it 
suddenly became brothers for a 
day though) ac ross the Tasman to 
keep Pakistan out of contention 
If seemed cxtraoidinaiy that if 
Australia could take advantage of 
their last gasp chance and made 
the semis, which Allan llonici 
admit ted was an outcome they did 
not deserve, they would play host 
to New Zealand, the most 
desendng side of the tournament 
Poor Australia, from being the hot 
favourites, the World Cup had 
come down to a question of faith 
and morals. The Australian Press 
was full of articles telling the Kiwis 
how highly their honesty was 
regarded and messages to Crowe 
and his team that they were 
expected to live up to those high 
expectations of sportsmanship 
The Word on everyone’s Ups was 
"throw" not as in ‘propel through 
space' but as in ’lose intentionally’ 
“Was this a Godsent chance to 
level the score with Australia for 
the underarm incident 11 years 
ago?* the New Zealand captain was 
asked.' No” he replied, ti^ng hard 
to contain his astonishment. '1 




don (know who suggested this sort 
olstufT IknowtheAustiahans 
arent f'crhaps it might have been 
best had we played our semi final 
in Sydney If we then went on to 
win the Cup at the MCG we would 
deserve to be named world 
champions Otherwise people 
might say that we are only playing 
our mate hes in New Zealand fhe 
lielter the challenge the better for 
us If we come through 

For Crowe ail this was not a 
platitude but a genuine feeling He 
is an intense man who places great 
store in sports psyc hology and 
believes devotedly in the 
cumuiatm benefit of habitual 
sue cess I hat he actually lost to 
Pakistan was a big blow to Crowe’s 
intentions of winning all the games 
in the World Cup Mathematically, 
seven sue c essive wiiis was not 
ne< essary and was no guarantee of 
a semi final victory But in the 
rarlfied air of the dressing room it 
is worth a ten over start As a man 
who has been on both sides of a 
streak Injusiafewweeks Crowe 
knew this 

For Border and his men the 
World Cup campaign ended when 
th^ were Into their 37th minute of 
batting against the West Indies 
and the MCG < rowd of45.572 were 
iold (Ijcc ause of the time difference) 



that Pakistan had beaten New 
Zealand by seven wickets From 
that moment with Australia 40 for 
no loss ofl 16 overs, they knew they 
could not make the semi-finals No 
miracle reprieves were on offer from 
the other side of the Tasman and 
there was no denying that none 
were deserved 

In fact, the cricket world was not 
sure whether Pakistan s wm over 
New Zealand was an upset at all In 
the context of what had happened 
in the foumament. perhaps it was 
But It was worth remembering that 
the Pakistanis began the 
tournament only marginally 
behind the Australians in the 
betting and the Kiwis were at very 
generous odds There were many 
who felt that sooner or later ability 
and form—^llke water—find their 
natural level and that the Kiwis 
were not capable ofcanylng their 
bats throu^ the tournament But 
what even these people, who kept 
writing New Zealand off, should 
realise is why the outcome of that 
match even mattered at all 

T he only reason Pakistan 
was still in contention on 
that last day was the crucial 
point they won in the match in 

England’s walking woundad: 
physio Laiwrie Brown worka on 
DeFreitas 



which they were bowled out by 
England for 74 the second lowest 
score in World Cup history The 
ram made that mate h one of the 
must potentially far reaching 
Great Escapes In cricket history 

After injury and bad form 
marred the early part of their 
(ampaign Pakistan began to click 
late^ in the tournament and 
promptly set its plans to liet oine 
the first team to beat New Zealand 
in this year s Woi Id f up after 
remaining in the hunt fur the 
tournament finals with a 
four wicket victory over Sn Lanka 
Pakistan manager Intikhab Alani 
always believ eel that his team had 
the qualities to v nd the Kiwi s 
outstanding nm We were v t ry 
confident in Chnstc liuri h |ust as 
we are foi the senn finals he said 
after his team had eagti ly 
watched-on hotel television 
sets—the Aussies shutting the 
door on the West Indies in 
Melboui ne later that day Nt w 
Zealand wk kets don t have pace 
and they have a low bourn e which 
suits the playei s in our team he 
added 

rhe Pakistanis are an 
enigmatic—and hit ky—outfit who 
always looked disorganised when 
they trained Wlieieothei teams 
opt to wear a team outfit ev en to net 
sessions the Pakistanis wear 
anjdhing and wicketkeeper Mom 
Khan trained in a shirt whit h other 
players might wear to a disco 

But they are always a dangerous 
team who could at anytime make 
an impac t on the Cup While they 
boasted of a pac e attack feared by 
opposing teams it was the 
performance of an unobtrusive leg 
spinner that maintained the 
team s hopes of qualifying for the 
finals The quiet Mushtaq Ahmed 
became an important figure m his 
team’s survival of the last week of 
the tournament He has got some 
wickets at crunch times for us in 
this tournament said Intikhab 
He may have given 40 runs in his 
spells, but he hqp been the one to 
get the wickets the pace bowlers 
seemed unable to dismiss He is a 
very confident young man and 
that s why we like to have him in 
the team 

With a little bit of luck and plenty 
of performance when it was 





necessary the Pakistanis entered 
the business end ot the 
tounianient at not inut h shorter 
odds than they were at the 
outset whii h i unstltutes a 
I emarkable comebat k There is no 
pai tirulai mni ale to tite story of 
them sneaking into the semis 
virtually through a back door 
given that cricket aluavs has been 
and prt siiniably always will be 
hostage to the \ agai les ol the 
wt athcI 

Maybe it < an be said that the 
It am began to c lick anti rode their 
lut kjust as a sui ferwould tide a 
wave back to the heath And when 
you look at t he pc rfoi manees oi 
three of their batsmen Amii 
Sohail Ranicc/ R.i|a and <Ja\ t d 
Miantlatl—you gt t the feeling that 
pt rhapsthtv did clt serve to be 
thert espet lally bi t ause t he 
alternate e would hav e been 
Australia 

If tilt Kiwis in spilt ol then 
dt termination to teach Itiiian 
Ktian a lesson foi his tleti muntal 
rental ks on then last tour to 
Pakistan didn t quite manage to 
extract revenge lor the past then 
they could pt rhaps h.ivt taken 
some stilat t in the fat t that the 
otht r leaders of the World 
C up—England—^had an even 
worse hit c up in the last stages ol 
the preliminary rounds 

Graham Goot h was probably 
hoping that the det ailment of 
Fvngland s World Cup bandwagon 
was a temporary one So upset was 
Gtiorh with the two sut t essive 
losses, fust toNewZealand and 
then unbelieveably to Zimbabwe 
1 h.tt It actually gave wings to his 
fitness fight 

England s Woild Cup t nt keters 
lelt the t ity ol Ballarat with six 
undefeated matt hes and looking 
for longer beds After their next 
game, against New Zealand, the 
beds they were hunting for could 
well have been in a hospital If it 
were possible to hear the at hing of 
bones or the pulling of muscles 
then you could be assured that the 
England team were around 
somewhere There were so many 
aches and pains in the English 
camp that, heading towards the 
semi-finals, the team comprised 
not so much of the best but the 
least injured And their World Cup 



Donald strlkesi Will South Africa do English camp and so woi ned 
so too? about a sudden loss of winning 

form that Graham Go(Kh 

campaign was threatening to strapped his tendei hnmsti ing and 

implode after Zimbabwe added plaved against Zimbabwe in .i 

insult to the injuries that plagued rnati h supposedly of littk more 
the tournament favourites than academic tmixutance in tlic 

And yet in spite of being in first plat c he had pi«lous tew 

trouble with Injuries the teammate s ill enough to substitule 

managementfa«haved at press toi him and in .my i ast he w.is 
tonfeiences as ifthey were high keen to get his suU b.nlMnloa 

ranking ofllc lals from the ministry winning modi on tin «v i ol t hi 
of misinformation Virtually every semi hnals Hut alii i Liigl.uul lost 
innocent question of Injuiy was ty nine runs to Zlmbabwi*—a 

shrugged off match they were supixised to win 

So decimated by Injury was the handsomely—England suddenly 
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that was anothri victory that was 
yet to come One whir h was as 
Impossible a dream just as a 
semi flnal berth was But a far 
more important victory 
Semi flnal discussions ap^ared 
lo be the least of the South African 
woincs Only hours bclore the 
country's three million lair skin 
population began a mandate to 
continue the reform prtx ess the De 
Klerk government had set in 
motion undei pressure and with 
the enthusiastu eru ouragement of 
20 million or so people ot dark skin 
I he world hoped that It would be 
another example of sportsmen 
leading the way lor politicians If 
thelnumphovei India and the 
entry Into the semi flnal was a day 
to celebrate, then the next two days 
were arguably the most Important 
In the history of South Afric a 
South Africa s triumph—and It is 
nothing less than that—In 
climbing into the World Cup 
semi-flnals after 22 years of 
international sporting isolation 
was turned into a continued 
unifying influence on the republic 
and in a way was another strong 
reason for the 'yes’ votes 
outijumberlng the'no'votes And, 
with Australia not managing to 
scramble into the seml^flnals, the 
South Africans, for all the racist 
sins 04 their 44-year-old national 
parly government, became the 
sentimental favountes with 
Apstrahan cricket fans Partly 
because of ^e past, partfy because 


they had scored two great vit tones 
ill a mattei of days and partly 
b« ause Ihey were the undei dogs 
when f om[j«ired lo New .Zealand 
England and Pakistan 

I I was an indic.itionof the 
closeness \nd lop sidedness of 
I he tournament that it was left to 
the very last male h to din ide the 
semi flnal line up How 
unknowingly the organisers had 
scheduled the Pakistan New 
2Sealand c lash a few houi s befoi e 
the West Indies Austialiaone The 
latter was to be the big one between 
the big two How untrue Australia 
made the West Indies pay for their 
inconsistency by robbing them ot a 
semi flnal berth but by Iht ii it was 
too late for the Aussies Auslt ahan 
captain Border admitted his side s 
demise was difflt ult to swallow and 
that it was a huge 
disappointment While admitting 
that they didn t deserve to lx there 
they didn t even consider the 
possibility of not making the 
play ofls 

For the West Indies missing out 
on a semi flnal berth was an even 
greater disappointment having 
come so close Captain Richardson 
had said before the game that they 
ivould not be able to return to the 
Canbbean if th^ failed to win the 
World Cup But now they will have 
to return and face the 
music—along with the eggs and 
rotten tomatoes Richardson 
maintained that It was onfy their 
'Inconsisteniy* that kept them out 




I of thetoiiinamcntsimi finals loi 
theseioiidlimeinfoiii veais a 
tom nament tiu y h.id won iwU e in 
theflist foiii yeais 

For England anvthing U ss than 
a first Woi Id C up win would bt 
(onsiden d a dis.ippoininu ni 
Most [M'ople in< hiding All.in 
Boidei Rk hir Ri( hanKon 
Mohammed A/hai nddin .ind 
David Houghlon all I he losing 
(aptains tipped England as 
eventualwinnirsonlhi iveol the 
semi finals 

In spite of th< ii pi i lot m.iiu e 
New Zealand unioi Innalely i onid 
not impress aiivont but tIu ii own 
sup|)oi teis that Huy wi 11 . 1 apable 
of not only shaking up the 
toui nament but also lilliiig the 
Cup 

For South Afrit a leathingihe 
vmi f1n.ilswasa bonus in Itself 
Anything more t .in only lx* a gill as 
goiKi as the i efeiendum vote bat k 
home 

Pakistan will want to make the 
most of their foi tunes and Imi an 
Khan will want lo pi ove that he is 
sllll a forte to leckon with in his 
country s < i it kel. after many 
critics had written him off as a 
spent force halfway thiough the 
tournament 

Fortheothei learns who missed 
out, the semi-flnals will go down as 
an anti climax And anti tlimaxes 
are always depressing 
hollow eyed affairs Espet tally 
when you have ample lime to 
ponder what might have been # 
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i ASIDE 


David McMahon pleaded 
that he was too busy to 
write this week, but he 
stopped Melbournian 
Bruce Beachtummy 
Foster for hilt 
impressions on the 
round robin stage ot the 
1992 World Cup 
(A glossary of 
explanations for the 
prolound 

Australianisms used by 
Mr Beachtummy Foster 
can be found on these 
pages) 


THE WORLD CUP PROBLEM 


S TREW!H mate 
ltsenouf;hto 
make you spew 
First It looked as 
thouf^h Australia was 
down and out and then 
all of a sudden there was 
a glimmer of hope when 
all seemed c ut and dried 
if New Zealand had 
beaten F^kistan and if 
we had beaten the West 
Indies by seven wickets 
or by 45 runs we were 
throuf^htothe 
semi hnals 
And what happened? 
Well we beat the 
Windies by the requiied 
nnrf^in in fact welieat 
enibv57nins but the 
bloody Kiwis had gone 
and lost I tu ir match 
against Pakistan 
I work with a Kiwi and 
d you know what he was 
doing-* Hewasc hoitiing 
He was bloody 
hystencal I tell you He 
was lolling around in the 
aisles holding his side s 
and saying 'I hit soui 
revenge ten the 
underaimbill ill 
explain that to you 
mate You set in the 
early 80s Austi ili i ind 
New Zealand well 
playing the last of i In 

triangular serit s im ils 
and the Kiwis lu cds si\ 
off the last ball to w in the 
match take the goose s 
nec k and c lalm vit tory in 
the tournament 








before he scored more 
than I scored In last 
week's beach game 
against the Hillbilly 
Hobos 

Come the semis the 
Kiwis will suddenly And 
their form to beat Imran 
Khans lads And then 
they 11 pat themselves on 
the back and say how 
quickly they found the 
inspiration to turn their 
iortunes around I might 
sound a tad cynical but 
strewth I reckon the 

Kiwis had a fairly 
pre conceived notion 
about how that game 
was going to turn out 

The funny thing is 
Australia looked really 
good Just before the 


tournament began Thq^ 
had beaten India in the 
triangular tournament, 
they had won the Test 
series, they had brushed 
aside the West Indies 
But before you could 
sing the opening line of 
Waltaing Matilda our 
form had gone down Uie 
gurgler and the wheels 
had fallen oIT There we 
were deiendtng 
chkmpionsand 
favourites to retain the 
crown and we lost our 
first bloody game of the 
tournament to New 
Zealand 

Actually mate we 
looked pretty good there 
for awhile We got a 
couple of early wickets 






/■/ 



GLOSSARY: 


An tnyixpJioh. Short fitf‘‘Cod*9 
SP^:Vonttt.> 

GO0S8S NECK: Cheque (rhymingslatf 
SU$.SUB|>i<S0U8. 

TADiAtrtfle 

GURGLER: Ih'ato (as m the gurgling sound of 
\Miter (UsappeartniP 

WHB^ HAD FALLEN OFF: Ofilapsed 

POMS; Pommies, orEngItahmen. Not very 
popular in Australia. 

KIWIS. New Zealanders. Not veiy popular 
anywhere, 

CHRISI!^ The bkdce who created, ontheelj^th 
di^. the world's cricket pitches. Not to be 
contused with Thomas Lord, after vdiom Lord’s 
cricket ground is named 


and the pressure was on 
Then Crowe, who had 
come under pressure to 
give up the captaincy 
Just before the 
tournament began 
played a gem ofan 
innings scored a 
hundred and set up the 
win The World Cup 
champions had been 
beaten in the first round 
and then there was old 
Bob Simpson saying we 
won't lose two matches 
inarow " 


Next up we played the 
South Africans I tell you 
what, we should a 
listened to those Indian 
blokes rhty played 
three one day 
internationals against 
South Africa and told us 
that they were a team to 
be reckoned with But I 
reckon we took them too 
lightly rheybeatustoo. 
if you remember 
Austr^ia s balance 
sheet didn t look to good 
two matches, two 


I work with a Kiwi and d'you know 
what he was doing? He was 
chortling. He was bloody 
hysterical, I tell you. He was rolling 
around in the aisles, holding his 
sides, and saying‘ That’s our 
revenge tor the underarm ball” 






defeats. 

And then we played 
India and. Christ, we 
bloody nearly lost that 
one as well, lint we 
squeaked home by one 
run off the la.st ball and If 
we had lost that one, I 


reckon the Indians 
would have believed In 
their own ability and 
gone on to make the 

Despite stellar knocks 
from Jones and Boon 
(right), the Aussles 
crashed out 


semi-finals. Instead, 
they seemed content to 
"do well” rather than go 
out to win from then on. 
For us, though, it was a 
do-or-die contest, 
because we were on the 
tightrope. 
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Mind you, I’m 
not suggesting 
the Kiwis tanked 
this match 
against 

Pakistan, but it 
all looks a bit 
‘sus’tome, mate 


The funny thing is, the 
Kiwis Just looked 
awesome throughout 
this tournament. Now. 
you should remember 
that they had been well 
and truly trounced by 
the Poms just prior to the 
World Cup. Now, even a 
blind bloke would be able 
to pick the fact that the 
Poms aren’t the best 
cricketers In the world, 
but they beat the Kiwis 
and now suddenly 
the Kiwis look like 
giant-killers. You’ve got 
to hand it to them, th^ 
certainly found the 
motivation and the form, 
but can they go on to win 
this Cup? I bloody hope 
not, mate, because if 
they do. I'm going to live 
in Siberia. Although, 
knowing my luck, my 
next-door neighbour in 
Siberia will turn out to be 
a Kiwi. 

Bruce 

Beachtummy-Foster 
acknovi^edgea great help 
ihun David McMahon In 
the writing of this article. 










THE PURE SODA 



CLUB SODA 


Bisleri goes through an elaborate process to 
ensure purity. The water is filtered four times. 
While 9 silver treatment ensures further purity, 
And,.for greater h^iene, Bisleri uses a 
PVC-linedcap instead of a cork crown. 
Even the carbon dioxide gas used is heated, 
filtered and purified. 


Yes, Bisleri takes a lot of care. 

Ask for Bisleri Club Soda 
when you want a pure soda. 










EDITORIAL 




NE would have 


thought that 

the hmofavetdges would 
have staited working against 
New Zealand by now. but 
apparently not yet Even though 
they won all but one ol their 
games the real test will (ome 
\^hen they play away from 
home, andayitiy horn slow 
UK kets 

y et nm has to admire the 
inno\atn( thinking that 


skipper Martin Crowe has 
introduced. Opening with an 
off-spmner, and in some 
matches changing the 
bowling around so rapidly 
that batsmen have found it 
difficult to pace their innings. 
Although this was not the 
case against India when 
Snldcanth decided to get after 
Deepak Patel from the first 
over He mis-calculated but 
the intentions were woi thy. 
even ifit meant losing a quick 


wicket This in fact, has been 
one of India's least wjtrles. 
The batting conditions at 
Dunedin suited the Indians 
but on this small ground. 
Azharuddm would have 
preferred another 33runs to 
the eventual total of 230 
The Dunedin ground is 
often blustery and icy cold (I 


Even after ao many oneway 
games, India still hasn’t learnt to 
cope with tension as the look on 
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remember wearing 3 sweaters* 
and they said thatitwas 
summer) and fielding so close 
to the Antarctic Circle ran be a 
painful experience, fot those 
who have been brought up in 
climes where the temperature 
remains hot and humid 
throughout the year. 


If there le ever a side that has look¬ 
ed 60 immensely homesick, it is 
the Indian side 


Ihis IS where New Zealand 
obviously won the game, fora 
strong cold breexe can put off 
even the most experienced 
bowler even ifhis origins be 
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JlHS 


BY M.A.K. PATAUDI 


THE INDIAN TEAM 


NEEDS A 


PSYCHIATRIST 
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ross the Redcitfle Line And 
hmh catches, abManjrckar 
lound to his embarrassment 
swerve around most 
dibconccttingly in the 
< onlusingait t in tents Ihis is 
not to CM use India s 
pet lot mam e ior New 7caland 
atso diopiteda couple oi 
cati he s nlm h < ouldhave cost 
thi m Ihi name and 
lendulkai and Ayktiruddm 
did u (U to take lull advantage 
oi these lapsi s 




But even alter so many 
one day names when tension 
and excitement is hardly a 
rat e experience the Indian 
players still cannot keep their 
cool, and underpressure 
throw aimlessly and run 
around getting in each othei s 
away I could strongly 
recommend that next time 

India vs Pakistan: In a match 
where tension reaches fever prtch, 
India was supposed to crumble 
Surprieingly, they beat their ner¬ 
ves and Pakistan 


India plays (I believe there is 
an attempt to organise some, 
one day matches in April 
which will make a change 
from playing in Dunedin) a 
psychiatrist is attached 
permanently to the team I am 
not trying to be facetious, for 
whatever IS wrong with the 
side is in the mind and 
neither Ranbir Singh nor 
Abbas All Balgts qualified to 
lesolve such complicated 
issues 
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It was not a heartening sight 
to see the Indians looking as if 
all they wanted to do was to get 
back to their mothets, wives 
and home cooking If ever a 
side has looked home-sick it 
IS this one, but that is not 
going to evoke a great deal of 
sympathy, and if a captain 
can actually feel so sorry for 
himself that he will avoid the 
responsibility of meeting the 
Press alter the game then 
maybe he is Just not tough 


enough to take on the fob 
As I am writing this, 
somebody hasJust informed 
me that India had lost to 
South Africa To be honest, I 
have not seen a single ball 
bowled in this context It all 
seemed a little pointless, and 
India, like Its present captain 
will always be known as nice 
guys who are prepared to 

The stoiy of the Indian cricket 
team* Burnt at the stake! 


accommodate others, even if It 
means losing out The public 
will take out its anger on the 
players, and quite nghUy so. 
They are the keepiers of the 
nation ’s pride and have not 
done their Job 
In 1983, the country 
welcomed them with flowers 
and chief ministers with 
subsidised plots of land They 
had tea with the Pnmc 
Ministei and, if 1 remember 
correct, were photographed 




with the President Now that 
they have lost—and lost 
shamefully—one would hate 
to see them welcomed with 
chappals and stones One 
would like It. for once, that 
nobody takes anv notice of 
them And this can be more 
effective than lowdy 
behaviour 

And how long does the 
BCCI remain blameless? 
Haphaaard tours, gruelling 
Itineranes, an executive 
committee in which there is 
not a recognisable cricketer, 
mis-managed accounts, 
AGMs being held In hill 
resorts and countless 
adjustments to satisfy 
different groups, all affect the 
game The players have no 
respect for the D.C CI the 
BCCI has no respect for the 
game Sad to say, nothing has 
changed, arid nothing will, 
since no one is bothered about 
learning from past mistakes. 9 
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Someone must pay 
the price of failure. 

Australia’s 
astonishing fiops 
have brought out 
the prophets of 
doom...and they 
have focussed their 
attention among 
othe; things on 
the captaincy and 
form of Allan Border 


T he polished quills 
are out The 
pontiflcation has 
begun Critics 
have begun looking foi a 
scapegoat for the shocking 
loss of the defending world 
champions, hot shot 
favourites and home 
team Australia 
Someone must pay the 
prlc c for failure Australia's 
astonishing flops have 
brought out the prophets of 
doom and they have 
focussed their 
attention—among other 
things—on the captaincy 
and the iorm of Allan Border 
Border, the power source 
of Australian cricket in the 
’80s, player of more Tests 
than anybody Is a very 
authentic man What you 
see IS what you get His 
openness makes you 
virtually a shareholder in 
his fortunes To discuss 
Border’s frailties in the 
^Jnity of the Australian 
.mcket team is like 
mentioning the war when in 
t he mixed company of Jews 
and Germans 
But here he is now being 
subjected to ridiculous 
queoitons and suggestions 
about his immediate future 
as leader for In i^Mte of his 
outstanding record, the 
fragility of Australia’s 
middle order battmg has 


been largely due to Border s 
shalQrform At No 4 he is 
believed to have become 
moreol a stumbling block 
than a threat In five 
innings of the Woild Cup he 
managed a mere ,30 runs 
He managed onlyone big 
score In the WSC triangular 
tournament Although his 
average in the Tests against 
India was 55. this was 
ac hleved through loui 
not'Outs m nine innings I le 
scored two ducks He saved 
the third Test with a 
stumbling block half 
c entury and scored 91 in 
the flfth, his authenticity 
causing him to declare 
instead of pushing on to the 
Test centuiy he has been 
! chasing vainly for more 
than four years 
Because ol his openness 
Border readily speaks 
about his disappointment 
over his mediocre 
performance 'Htecntlclsm 
isjustifled. he said, 1 
haven’t been playing 
particularly well' 

But despite the 
shuddering Impact of his 
side's World Cup demise 
and the inevitable regrets of 
a failed campaign. Border is 
not making any hasty 
decisions about captaincy 
or retirement He will press 
ahead towards his go^ of 
leading Australia on next 
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year's Ashes tour. "I have 
always had England 1993. 
at the back of my mind, but 1 
always said that I would 
take it as it comes. Maybe 1 
might have a rethink during 
thdwinte#bbut I can't see 
atw reason why 1 wouldn't 
bc^oing." he said when 
asked if he. “was past it'. 

When Border steps off the 
merry-go-round this week 
and reintroduces himself to 
his family for a few months, 
he would have played 30 
days of domestlc,and 40 
days of international, 
cricket involving many 
thousands of kilometres of 
draining travel, on top of 
numerous other 
commitments. 

in fact, the greatest 
criticism has been against 
the relentless cricketing 
schedule and the toll it took 
on the Austialian 
cricketers. The packed 
schedule, bom out of 
Australia's greedy, 
money-hungry attitude, it 
is felt, has cost Australian 
cricket the prize it really 
wanted—the World Cup. • 
Many observers had 
questioned the Australian 
Cricket Board's wisdom of 
playing ttte three-t^m 
World Series Cup in 
addition to the World Gup 
ghd 3 full Test series 
agsdnst India this summer. 





There was an avalanche 
of cricket this summer 
Down Under. The FAl Cup 
oneday matches began in 
mid-October, followed by 
Sheffield Shield games, live 
Tests, a full quol a of ten 
World Series matches—all 
this before the World Cup 
even began. Yes. it was 
clearly too much cricket. 
But the ACB persisted and 
persisted with a packed 
schedule that left its elite 
players drained and ripe for 
the picking by fresher sides 
at the Important^nd of the 
season,World Cup. 

Television, of course, has 
lapped it all up. and the 
ACB should reap 
unprecedented ffnancial 
rewards. The ACB claimed 
that the World Series circus 
was necessaiy to achieve 
the ffnancial stability 
required to helpcover the 
large outlays ihvolved in 


Because of his 
openness. Border 
readily speaks 
about his 
disappointment 
over his mediocre 
performance. "The 
criticism is 
justified,” he said.' 
haven't been 
playing particularly 
well" 


















. TlraAusalMcoufdn'tbaek 
up thalrtough talk with . 
tough play 

at the end of another 
relentless summer took an 
inevitable toll on the players 
and the team. 

Border has been loath to 
make excuses why 
Australia—rightly 
favourites b^ore the 
tournament began-~lost to 
both South Africa and New 
Zealand in their opening 
games. But after England 
suceeded where the visiting 
Queen Elizabeth falledand 
forced Australia to bend the 
knee if not curtsey, and 
Pakistan also brought the 
Aussles to their knees. 
Border finally admitted that 
his players were not feeling ■ 
their collective best. 


JERO 


|l don't like to make 
excuses because 
the opposition just 
outplayed us and 
|hey deserve credit 
for that" said 
[Border. "But there 
has been a certain 
jtlatne'^s about our 
preparation " 


staging the World Cup. The 
board also has a strict 
television agreement which 
requires it to programme a 
minimum number of 
intematlpnal cricket days 
each summer. 

Yet certainly the long hot 
summer programme has 
done the game in Australia 
few onfield favours and now, 
ironically,because the 
Aussies are not in the final 
stages of the World Cupthe 
financial rewards will not be 
as much as expected. 

Clearly. Australian 
cricket has overcooked its 
golden egg. TacUing Uie 
most arduous >VorId Cup in 
the tournament s history. 


The Cost(s) Of Failure 


the post mmrtehui of what has gope 
jfrlLwrpng with the Au^attan team, the , 
Aus^es^ are also countihg th«‘other*^ costs of 
,^iire. The unexpected demise of ttieoounti^V 
bricky team left their fans stunned, butthi^' ,■ 
timrenot ^ only Victiifts.The team's Cailthh lifs# 
,lmdn^tdevi8ton,ratiii^andrevenues<f(vf}ie'' 
o^ganils^. .1Qr§fallurp.<^the side to make tiw. 
'«pi.s'Wtts.he^|b<dwdata(sa 
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“IdontUketomake 
exeuses because the 
opposition Just outplayed 
us and they deseive credit 
for that,” said Border. "But 
there has been a certain 
flatness about our 
preparation. You can Just 
tell eveiyone is a bit Jaded. 

; We did not go into the cup • 
full of beans. We finished a 
couple of hard Tests and 
were then involved in some 
very tough Sheflleld Shield 
games a few days before we 
went to New Zealand for the 
first game. We should have 
prepared better.* It was a 
normal summer with the 
World Cup tacked on the 
end There was no respite." 

“You tend to get a little • 
flat," Border admitted. "But 
that's no excuse. We have 
played a lot of cricket and 


that can be difflcult, but It 
can't be blamed for our 
performance. We slmi% 
didn’t have all our players 
performing to the best of 
their ability." 

“The fourteen man squad 
should have been named 
earlier and we should have 
gone into a camp and 
prepared properly for a big 
tournament. I think we felt 
the pinch. We didn't gel it 
right over there. The 
preparation was getting 
pretty ordinary and in 
hindsight all of us should 
not have played that last 
Sheffield Shield game 
before the World Cup.” Said 
Border. 

Yet, ironically, that game 
was considered the major 
trial to make it to the final 
World Cup squad. 


Burnout surely wasd 
reason, but was it the onty - 
one? Almost everybody who 
is anybocty is b^ing asked 
for opinions for the reasons 
behind the Aussie debacle.. 

Many believed that 
instability' in their team' 
selection was the major 
problem; that Australia's 
inability to settle on a stable 
side fatkly undermined 
thelf World Cup challenge. 

“Winning sides are ones 
which have very few 
changes," says Imran 
Khan. “I have total 
sympathy for Allan Border, 
for I know what he is going 
through. Sometimes things 
don't really click so you try 
eveiythlngand they still 
don't work out. We changed 
our side through ir^ury, 
Australia changed theirs 


' [Viy 

throi'q(;o!n i-’is 
sumn;e'. sa;(:iGrfM; 
Chapf^eil,' thai 
Australia piciycd a 
conservative 
o( crickcl alien fn 
the Australian 
nature" 
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because of poor form. I 
know how unsettling It can 
be to have a constantly 
changing side.” 

Border himself had 
appealed to the selectors 
halfway through the 
tournament that he wanted 
a ‘settled side'. He also 
talked about hitting the 
panic button a bit too early 
and a bit too much; that 
there was an overreactlon 
to their early losses. Border 
fell that panic set in, hasty 
changes were made, the 
team was changed and 
there was confusion about 
which approach to take 
next. 

And yet, on the other 
hand there is a strong belief 
tliat the policy carried 
through much of the season 
was that a winning 
combination should not be 
changed, despite 
fluctuations of individual 
form. Many believe that it 
was this,which was at least 
partly responsible for the 
problems and th^ are 
calling for changes now. 
They telieve that the side’s 
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failure ag^st all 
expectations to make the 
Cup semis will—and 
must—prompt the national 
selectors to think about 
ushering in some young 
blood over the neid few 
summers, though a 
demanding schedule in the 
hear future also suggests 
that this is not the time for 

Whan Boon, the man 
In form, faNerod ao did 
Australia 




Australia to roll the dice. 

If there were indeed 
mistakes in selecting the 
team during the Worid Cup, 
then it is a natural corollary 
that this affected the tactics 
of the Australians. The 
confusion about who 
should play and whp 
shouldn’t.was highlighted 
by the extra time taken to 
formulate Australia’s 
game-plan in the later 
games of the competition. 
"Iliat suggests to me that 
we were not going real well, 
when we start ta&lng about 
what our game-plan is, 
because we rea% badcally 
know it 












ThsAuMMSonly 
threatened ae the Engllah 
came, aaw and walked lK>me 
amlling 


ofTpat We should 
have just gone out and 
played.” sasrs Border 
Yet the problem was that 
throughout the summer it 
was only one or two players 
who played the rest 
merely rested on the 
performances of these 
brilliant individuals in the 
Australian team 
"Maiqr of the Australian 
players were out of form 
going into the Irampetltlon.'' 
says Ian Chappell, "but all 
this was a well-kept secret 
because of the outstanding 
form of a few Unfortunately 
the inform players like 
David Boon started to falter 
in the Cup and the others 





were shown up tor what 
they were " 

Ihe former Australian 
raptain.whonow 
commentates on 
Chaimel Nine,has said 
throughout this summer 
that the Australian team 
has been "propped up by a 
few who are in great 
form—and that's been 
papering over the cracks 
Sudden^ when the onus is 
on others, that's when you 
find out that they're in 
ordinary form Ihen it's too 
late,” says Ian Chappell 
Skipper Border too 
realist this defect 'Take 
Boon’s contribution out 
and it hasn't been a great 
season for our batsmen,” he 
said, adding, “middle order 
batting is so important in 
one day cricket" 

Border, like maityof his 
top (mler teammates, also 


had a shockir^ series At 
times he had dropped down 
the order, either to protect 
himself or give his 
teammates the chance for 
exposure, but the top order 
lutd repeated^ failed to fire 
Severed of the players are 
being held guilty of playing 
too many rash strokes and 
lacking die patience needed 
to work the ball 
“We tried to mix and match 
the batting order but things 
never realty gelled,' said the 
skipper * I was trying to get 
other blokes in some sort of 
form ” 

Unfortunately that didn t 
happen and the spirit of the 
team sank with every 
passing day But some 
experts would like to point 
out that it wasn’t the spirit 
of the team which collapsed 
during the World Cup. the 
problem was instead that 
the team's attitude had 
been wrong right through 
the summer 

Greg Chappell believes 
that a change of attitude 
rather than a change of 
personnel was the kty to 
Australia breaking free of 
its World Cup slump “My 
feeling throughout this 
summer is that Australia 
played a conservative brand 
of cricket alien to the 
Australian nature' 

Ian Chappell is more 
eloquent on the naturally 
adventurous ways of 
Australians The elder 
Chappell, while agreeing 
with his brother's 
comments on the negative 
attitude of the Australian 
players, came out harshty 
a^inst Border saying that 
the captain too h^ a 
"native attitude going 
into the tournament.” 

Tfyou keep on repeating 
that the World Cup will be 
hard to win and that you 
don’t deserve favouritism, 
someone is going to believe 
it Ifyou’re captain and you 
want something to happen 
you've usually got to make it 
happen yourseu’,” he said 


"Many of the 
Australian players 
were out of form 
going into the 
competition," says 
Itn Chappell, "but 
all this was a 
well-kept secret 
beceusc of the 
outstanding form of 
i few. Unfortunately 
the in*form players 
Hk# Divid Boon 
tterted to falter in 
the Cup and the 
Other* were shown 
whit they 
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Chappell Sr then said, if 
he were Border and things 
weren't going right he would 
have a quiet word with his 
key players I’d pull aside 
these few guys and say. 
‘we're down a bit give us 
something special' Iwas 
iucl^ because 1 had a bloke 
eall^ Lillee in 

side—that s the sort of thing 
you have to get out of 
McDermott But you can 
talk all you like, nothing 
works better than doing it 
yourself, 'he said. 


lift his tNun's perfomiances 
Hien Chappell also came 
down hard on the i^ue of 
having a coach like Bobby 
Simpson with such a strong 
Influence on the team 
The players bat. bowl 
and field a coach’s 
contribution in cricket is 
minimal About the biggest 
efilect the coach can have at 
that level is on the player s 
mental approach By 
allowing the coach to 
perform some of his duties. 
Border has failed his team 


confident best Ifhedoemt, 
this stumble in the Worid 
Cup will become a headlong 
tumble downhlU.” 

While accepting that the 
criticism is Justified, Border 
says he has no plans to step 
down as captain "Who's 
been suggesting that I 
should give it away?” he 
said 'The press? They are 
the last peoplol am 
wonylng about 1 haven't 
heard from anyone who 
matters 1 have no such 
plans at this stage I'vegota 
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suggesting Border failed to 
stamp hie authority on both 
the team and the game 
Border himself agrees 
that his team plajr^ 
negative cricket' “Fora 
positive team that was not 
rlfftit We were playing veiy 
nervous cricket and the 
expectation on the side was 
very high Maybewealso 
went into the tournament a 
little complacent “ 

In the end even his‘Ifwe 
are to go down we'll go down 
winning" attitude failed to 


Border and Adiaruddin; 
captains under fire and with 


It is the captain’s job to lead 
from the front, especially 
when the team is 
struggling IfAItan wants to 
stay as a successful captain 
of Australia, he has to grab 
the reins firmly. poUtefyput 
Simpson in his ji^ce and 
get on with the Job d'leadlng 
his team back to their 


break. I might Just think 
things over then.” he said 
with a smile 
It was perhaps the first 
smile mn rm Border's face 
for some time now. The 
pressure of the World Cup 
seemed to have aged him In 
a matter of three weeks 
There were times when 
he~JusTlikehis 
team—crumbled under the 
enormous weight of public 
expectations Yet when the 
eiqiectatlons were at the 
hlj^est the performances 










Atwtralle had IHtto to 
iMlatNataaboiitlna 
toumamant tha world 
, flMughtthoy would win 

were at thdr lowest. In the 
mldatofan the hopes the 
Australian players might 
have had tlmugh the 
tournament, there must 
have cmne a stage where it 
were better that the World 
Cup were over sooner for 
them. 

There would have been 
fewer explanations to be 



given ifhad th^ not gone 
into the tournament as 
such a favoured team. Now 
Border was groping for 
words and reasons. “I don’t 
know why. We had done our 
preparations for games 
exactly the same as we 
always do but we just 
coul^'t produce the same 
cricket" 

Yes. that is the n^teiy 
that will probabty never 
be solved. ^ 

Fenner Australian 
widtedreeper Rod Marsh is 


Tht grim face of Australian 
orlckat: Jones, McDermott 
and Hughes 


probably right when he 
points out that the answer 
lies m a number of reasons, 
all combining to brii^ 
about the down&U of 
Australia. "If there had bemi 
tmly one thing wrong they 
would have it 

Obvious^ there were many 
things that contributed to 
It not the least which was 


' hi , 


the bottom line—that the 
boys didn't play up to their 
own high standards" 

Exactly twelve months 
ago after beating a lull 
strength West Indies side 
on Vlv Richard's home turf, 
even the most modest 
Border was quite vocal that 
his team were the 
undisputed champions of 
the llinited overs {^une. And, 
sotheywere. 

Yet. what a difference a 
year makes. Yes365 days is 
a long time In crlcketl • 
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Q UESTION: Who was the vice-captain of 
|the West Indies team In the World Cup? 
Answer: Gus Logie, (surprised?) Logie, 
who has forged a reputation for courage 
with his deeds managed to bat through the 
entire tournament with a hand sUll recovering 
from a fracture. Logie was recovering from a 
broken right arm received in a car accident in 
Trinidad shortly before the West Indies came to 
Australia for the World Series at the end of last 
year. He discovered that a World Cup 
tournament, during which he is either playing 
matches or facing the unforgiving West Indian 
bowlers in the nets eveiyday, is not the ideal 
treatment for a broken arm. The bone should 
have knitted completely by now. but the 
constant Jarring has prevented this final 
process. 

Three years ago. Logie's nose was broken at 
an MCG Test when Merv Hughes smashed a 
shot so hard into his helmet at short leg. that it 
bent back the grill and rearranged his face. 

Logie came out to bat at No. 10 in the West Indies 
innings before undergoing sprgety at the end of 
the match. 

Twelve months ago. Logie checked out of a 
Jamaican hospital Just in time to rescue the 
West Indies from a McDermott induced disaster 
in a Test at Sabina Park. Struck a nasty blow in 
the eye. he had seven stitches and a 
precautionary x-ray before he resumed his 
Innlpgs going on to score an unbeaten 77. 

No wonder Viv Richards said of Logie. “That's 
a man I'll take with me to the front anyday. In 
some senses it makes big men weep, seeing a 
little guy being able to do all that.” No wonder 
the Aussies were scared of the little man in that 
‘cut throat' World Cup clash at the MCG. And 
Just like old times an injured Logie went in to bat 
in that crucial match. 



S OUTH AFRICAN WORLD CUP hero Peter 
Kirsten and En^and’s batting hope Allan 
Lamb have been the best of mates, as >vell 
as the fiercest of rivals for more than two 
decades. 

Kirsten's link with Lamb goes back to the '60s. 
wdien Kirsten's family moved from East London 
in South Africa to Cape Tcwm and he enrolled at 
the exclusive South African College School, the 
oldest school in the country. Lamb, cm the other 
hand, attended the Rival School, the second 
oldest In the country. Keeping Lamb company 
throughout school were Souu African cridket 



Allan Lamb: His friandship with Peter Kirsten 
dates back to the ' 60 s 

star. Garth le Roux and many nationai nigl)v 
players. While Lamb, le Roux and Kirsten all 
moved through the ranks to the Western 
Province Currie Cup team. Kirsten also lo«)ki-«i 
destined to make the national rugby side, iini a 
knee Injuiy forced Kirsten to give up rugby .nul 
take up cric ket Instead. All three—LamI). 
Kirsten and le Roux—became immensely 
successful in the English County cinniil init 
Kirsten was forced to settle for the imsat isiy ii ig 
series of rebel tours during the 'BOs. 

Today things are definitely different. Kirst ci i 
has proved his capability to the selectors, who 
stunned the country when they lell him 
out—along with veteran allrounder atid 
captain. Clive Rice and effective opening bat 
Jimmy Cook—of the original World Ci ip s<p i.ul. 
The sacking was on the grounds that Kirsten 
had seen bet ter days, yet now Kirsten is beii ig 
considered as one of the 'players of the 
tournament'. 



I Tseems that one of the major highlights of 
this tournament has been the c'oming 
together of old buddies and long-time rivals. 
Like when Godfrey Evans and Keith Miller met 
up. 

Evans' and Miller's careers ran parallel in the 
.1940s and 50s. Evans, who has claimed 219 
victims in a span of 91 Tests, is in Australia 
enjoying what he calls ‘a working holiday' while 
advising famous English betting company 
Ladbrokes, and keeping them up-to-date with 
the tournament happenings. 

Due to the English punters' bias, Ladbrokes 
had been forced to instal England as odds-on 
favourites even before the semi-final line up was 
known. Evans personally doesn't think that 
such a short ‘quote’ was Justified but maybe his 
caution could be due to the fact that he came 
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One of the highlights of the World Cup has 
been the meeting of Godfrey Evans and (In 
picture) Keith Miller 

<los( tu losing hlhjob with Ladbrokes In 1981 
I iiat was after the Infamous Rod 
Marsh Dennis Ltilee bet on England to win the 
1U adingk y Test of that senes Ladbrokes, on 
L\ans advice had offered 500to one on an 
Lngland win 

W( made a mistake then,' recalls Evans 
You (uuldn t back Australia 1 mean they were 
ibout 10 to one on, and you knew there was 
going lo lie a result We lost £.50 000and 1 
thought I was going to get the sack But as it 
till lied nut we got so much public ity out of It 
that It turned out to be all right Rod and Dennis 
did not drive down themselves to put the bet 
out they got a driver to do It Wedldntknowfor 
a while that they backed England but we soon 
11 .illscd that they did after seeing them buy the 
drinks loi the rest of the tour 

Lvans now 72 and still boasting his 
1 1 ademark whiskers admits that time now 
passes me by I have magnificent memones, 
ahsoliitelv magiiiflc ent ones 1 have had a lovely 
life and I hope it s that way till the day I die And 
ot his meeting with Keith Miller? TTie first thing 
that Evans did when he was In O/ earlier this 
month was to telephone hisold pa! Miller fhe 
greeting he got from him was the one he had got 





many times before "How are you, you old 
Pommie bastard ? 

ITHECOMEBACKMAN 

I T Is little wonder that the South African 
cricket media has tagged its former national 
captain Peter Kirsten as the magnificent 
afterthought Kirsten who has captained 
South Africa In unofficial intemationel games, 
halfway through the World Cup was the highest 
run scoier with 304 runs at an average of 101 3« 
ahead of Martin Crowe, who had a tally of 263 
runs at an average of263 Kii sten s prolific 
accumulation of runs and consistency Is 
emphasised by a lowest score ol 47 with his 
remaining innings reaping 49 not out. 90,56 
and 62 not out Apart from hts batting he has 
also proven to be the most valuable member of 
the team with several all round performances 
pitching in wilh wickets with his gentle 
oil spinners 

Yet last December the 36-year old was not 
even considered pai t of South Africa s World 
Cup plans He was overlooked when a squad of 
20 was pencilled in before Christmas fherewas 
an outcry in the republic and shattered Kirsten 
then decided that the only way to get back into 
t he team was to make hif^ scoi es in Currie Cup 
matches and domestic one day competitions 
The afterthought has now justified his 
selection by bee otning the cen 1 1 al pillar of Sout h 
Afnca s bid for a place in 1 he WorW Cup semis 
Ironically Kirsten also had to convinc e the 
South Aim an selectoi s on a different score 
when they wanted to rest him In the game 
against Zimbabwe and England But they ve got 
to do a lot to keep me off the field I convinced 
them I could play And appropnately he 
delivered an afterthought of his own I told 
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T tiEWoridCuplsno 
more than a 
nine>horse race, even 
if one of the teams Is 
more porqr than 
stallion, and no 

extreme predictions will be fcmnd 
in this column: the taste of the 
printed page proved far too 
unpalatable in 1983. when 
criticism of India, eventual Worid 
Cup winners was dufy exposed as 
unwarranted and the urgent 
suggestion that one should eat 
one’s word was honourably met 
At the start of the final segment of 
the hectic 1991-92 season—the 
one month of truly global box-ofilce 
appeal—some early impressions 
emerge of the new International 
Cricket Council code of conduct as 
it prevailed in the Tests and 


The front-foot rule is a constant 
soufce of '.vorry (or ij:r'‘poc* anc 

ho'.vlnr alrwc 1 ' 0 . 


Most of them 
(umpires) seem 
apprehensive at 
the prospect of a 
possible loss of 
authority, failing 
to see that, on the 
contrary, their grip 
on matters would 
be strengthened 


one-d^ series in New Zealand. 
AustiaUa and Pakistan. Over rates 
seem to have been maintained 
(memo to ICC: congratulations, 
but do not forget to raise the 
requirements to something nearer 
18 an hour), and no serious 
instances of player misbehaviour 
have caused the overseeing match 
referees. Messrs Burge. Sr^th. 

May and Carr, to Impose penalties. 

Where murmurs have been 
heard is hi the area of 
bouncer-restriction. Craig 
McDermotf and apme other fast 
bowlers have predictably labelled 
the 

one-bouncer-pei'-over-per-batsma- 
n rule as ‘ridiculous’. They would, 
wouldn't they?'The rule does lack 
omvlction when poorly 
interpreted, as was the case whm 










the umpire at square leg ‘called* 
Prabhakar at Adelaide after a ball 
passedyustover the batsman as he 
ducked. (It was widely assumed he 
was not adjudging the ball to have 
been thrown!) 

The ICC deftnition of a ‘fast, 
short-pitched ball' is one which 
'passes, or would have passed, 
above the shoulder of the batsman 
standing upright at the crease’. 

Had the batsman not ducked, the 
ball might have struck him in the 
solar plexus. 

The occasional aberration in 
judgment aside, the curving 
regulation has been not merely a 
success but prosslbly the finest 
piece of administration in modem 
times. Merv Hughes and 
McDermott are still bowling as 
many ribticklers as thc^ dare, but 
the blatant Throat ball' is no longer 
the monotonous, stultifying stock 
ball of the exterminators. Instead, 
it has rlghtfy been forcibly restored 
to being a surprise element. 

This leaves one glaring 
Improvement in need of adoption. 
Never mind reverting to the 
back-foot no-ball law: bowlers, 
greedy for every millimetre, have 
plenty of ground upon which to 
plant the front foot, and have only 
themselves to blame for being 
no-balled, There are few more 
pathetic sights than aggrieved 
bowlers staring down at the 
popplng-crease after being 
no-balled, craning neck 
insinuating that the umpire was in 
error. In fact, the most pressing 
need, vdiich should be addres^ 
without any further damaging 
procrastination, is the eilrnlnatlon 
of erroneous run-out decision, 
which are so often cmcial, the 
difference between winning and 
losing, enjoyment and Infurfotlng 
distraction. 

Just before the umpire no-balled 
Piabhakar's long-hop in the 
Adelaide Test match he had missed 
a nm-out while Marsh was still 
scoreless. While only Superman or 
Wonderwoman could have 
detected the gap between crease 
and outstretched bat as the balls 
were dlslod^ied, the aU-important 
fact is that a million or two 
televislmi viewers on that Australia > 
were shown the tmth on the | 
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slow-motlon replay. India had 
earned, but were denied. Marsh's 
wicket. Within seconds Ae fact of 
the 'dismissal' was universally 
available. For all we know, it could 
have been the 600th utmecessary 
and spoiling miscarriage of justice 
since Test matches were first 
televised with the playback facility. 

There is nothing more bafilingin 
cricket than the continuing 
reluctance of umpires to move for 
the adoption of IV assistance for 
narrow run-out and stumping 
decisions. Most of them seem 
apprehensive at the prospect of a 
possible loss of authorify, falling to 
see that, on the contrary, thdr grip 
on matters would be greatly 
strengthened. No longer would 
their errors be held to ridicule in 
respect of run-outs, stumpings 
and certain other contentious 
issues (but not Ibws or bat-pad 
catches—Though there could be a 
case for relieving the umpires of the 
task of no-ballii^; nor could 
players justifiably feel disgruntled, 
for the superior eye of the camera 
would be deciding their 
Could this South African run out 
appeal have been better Judged? 


fates with 
pronounced 
accuracy, 
ensuring 
that justice 
wasdone 
and seen to 
be done. 

IsTest 
cricket less 
significant 
and less 
enlighten 
edan 


N(i1 w'licii 
have t lie oj)1 n (11 
iii^( lo 
low loi 1 
ro|)la\ s (or cIom 
(locisions. (('(‘Is 
I)a\i(l I rilh. 
\Vh(‘ti will 1 li(' 


11 nipi res 
nailise tliis'.’ 


event than 
horse¬ 
racing? 

For many 
years our 

brethren of the turf have been 
making sure of the accuracy of 
their finishes (as well as the 
propriety of conduct around the 
bend and down the strai^t) fay 
employing photo^phic scrutiity. 

ITie ewrent generation of 
umpims wUl probably never 
summon the wisdom or even the 
self-effacement to request this aid. 
so the ICC should examine closefy 
the prospect of adopting the 
pracUcx in the wake of Sir Colin's 
momentous charter which came 
into effect last October. The match 
referee, a technician at his side if 
necessary, could be the magic 
unless it is an umpire himself. 

Perhaps, to convince the 
doubters, it would be no bad thing 
if the World Cup final at Melbourne 
were to be decided by their 
‘^orlcnis human fallibility'—a 
run-out given not out—as millions 
around the worid stare aghast at 
the reality on their screen and 
know, in all Heavenfy justice, how it 
should have been. 

Ow wiiMr li Vw EdNor M WMin CiicfcM Monthly 
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1973 

1) life Nastase 

6Xr 

2)JohnNewcombe 

6'(r 

3)JimmyConnoi8 

S'lO* 

4) Tom Okker 

S'lD* 

5) Stan Smith 

e'A* 

6)KenRosewatt 

57- 

7) Manual Orantes 

S'KT 

8) Rod Laver 

s'r 

9)JanKodes 

S'lO* 

10) Arthur Asha 

S'!* 


NO. 1: CAN COURIER HOLD ON? 
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Ifdlowtmt tt enda there. How nnicHlwenj^ 


'' JCroWm'. i>l> • Ji€*jn’l<* h ' 4-1 


surelte's not h^e not. And he's aioiost 

to regain the t( 9 a^t now hdd by American 
dimCourler. » 

lfCouri«rthoi^t being No. IwaaaneMy 
^ business, he'd better thliS again. Aa (tfManli 9. 
19^. Courier led the middnga all light wltii 
3S85 points, but that was Just 33 pcrintsahead 
afEdbergat3552. IhebadnewsforCouhler 
a«a that he failed to defend his pc^to at ImUan 
Wdla (377} in ear^r March, a tournament he imn 
laatyear, and worse, being the defending 
champton atKey Biscayne (the tournament la In 
progr^ right now) he has to defend ahirther ' 
361 pc^ta there. SSiould he lose In the early 
dsandEdbyngdowell.theNo. Japotcoidd.; 
handayetagaln. 


won two toutnmh#n!fe 

_ f- i «■ ■ fci. . L, 


tbhett wollhe# jf<m pdafeisih 


sytjUl* ' .11 ^ - 
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ATP'S BEST OF THE REST 
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l|a^V.%<l!il^ 

«ndl ^. 

<^tlie<»]^p|bdig^^ bl 

yettv. 

maronkr. • < 

bet, waa A|i<l^t?aAyit k«aa i»foiw^»#i>rt^ 

theSweftfah'AuaiiyjbndiMo* }Uca4>la * 

combative, were ama]4I^£b^dc)k^|b^ '- 

Winninit tbe Frem^ Open, WlmUacihM, ttic U.$. 
Open and the ATP WOrid Doubles 
Championships. Whathapptinedal; the 
Australian Open dudes? 

Flb^teiald mao won the Sptxrtawwtahip 
Award, while Jim Courier Was named the Moat 
Improved Player 

But the loudest <dreers the night were 
TeservedtortheCometiackPlaya'M'iiu^Tear, \ 


END OF THE LINE 






• OMMAYOfTE IheSl yeai oldAmeiitan 
known on the t irruit as Gentleman Tim for his 
manners and spot tsmanship linked up with 
Billie Jean King a few years ago to revitalise his 
career But, unable to And his old serve and 
volley form decided to quit The winner of 12 
tour titles and ranked as high as No 7 (October 
31 1988) Mayotte has been appointed to the 
__ ATPTourOfDlrectorsby Vl|ayAmrltra| 


i 


• JAY BERGER The relentless basellner only 
25years old quit the tour after repeated surgery 
on his left knee faifed to help Like Mayotte he 
had an all time best ranking of No 7 (April 16, 

1990) Berger now plans to t oac h a college team 
and do some broadcasUng 


For tough piayor and cool guy Mayotte, it’a 
all over 







SPORTSWORLD KODAK PHOTO FEATURE 
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Carl Hooper's batting has been crucial for 
the injury*rldclen West Indies 
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Cricket fans in Australia and New Zealand 
will never forget the sheer excitement of a tx 

Tendulkar innings 

Skipper Azhar must have expected hii 
India’s World Cup campaign. I 
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ALL photographs BY KODAK 


World Cup moments. 







Miles away from home, the Indian and Sri 
Lankan players mingle together as if 
political differences did not exist 


mbabwe’s Andy Flower did an immaculpte Job 
the stumps, but it wasn't enough to spark his team 

most experienced players to spearhpad 
(right) did. Srikkanth (left) didn't ' 




PERSONALITY 1 
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Blast off! 

Ottey’s face 
(extreme right)^^H 
wears the 
mask of IBH 
determination 
as she takes ^ 

off for one of 
her 100m 

heats in Tokyo IHII 

L ' 
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In spite of not winning an Olympic gold L 
medal, Merlene Ottey has I 
been one of the most consistent sprinters in the I 
history of women’s athletics. She now pines for I 
the ultimate accolade: a gold medal in Barcelona | 
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P ICTURE the year to be 1980 Ayoung 
Jamaican sprinter by the name of 
Meriene Ottey has Just stopped In 
London for the Parcelforce Games en 
route to the Olympics In 
Moscow—where, incidentally she 
was to win a bronze in the 20(^ TheJamaican 
contingent m London was temporarily housed at a 
hostel in the grounds of the National Sports 
Centre and 

I can still remember that loudspeaker at 8 a m . 
telling us that it was the last call for breakfast." 
Meriene Ottey reminisced Times certainly have 
changed Today I can put a Do not disturb* sign 
up In my hotel and order room service, she 
confesses 

The fastest woman In the world today Ory virtue 
of her consistent performances and with due 
apologies to Miss Katrln Krabbe) has come a long 
way since those days Indeed. It has been four 
years since a bronchitis ridden, hamstrung Rgure 
of a woman had to withdraw from the 100m final at 
the Olympic Games In Seoul in 1988 
The ignominy that 


followed that particular 
event In Seoul, played 
Itself out In Otto's mind 
for die few days that 
followed Suddenly at 
the age of 28. she was 
seriously considering 
retirement This, 
however, was not to be a 
fourth place finish In the 
200m final encouraged 
her to try again She 
believed that things 
would change soon 
The Meriene Ottey 
success stoiy started 
when she was 16 years 
old Back home on the 
backstreets of her home 


World class 
sprinters are 
virtually history 
by the time they 
cross the 
30-year-ol(l 
occupational 
deadline. So 
how come 
.Merleite Ottey's 
nourishing? Is it 
her zest and 
verve that keeps 
her poinp, or is 
it...drues? 




Village In Hanover. 12 
miles from Montego Bay. Ott^ developed a keen 
interest in athletics running barefoot necessity 
and keeping one step ahead of the bc^s 
Uke most other teenagers her age. she said her 
dally novenas to Don Quarrie. who had just won 
die Olympic gold for Jamaica In 1976 Ottey was 19 
when she first wore spikes and she didn't have to 
follow any coaching manual her mother acted as a 
fitting substitute At that point of Ume, Ott^ s sole 
ambition was to get an education In America and 
the only way she was going to get it was by way of an 
athletics scholarship She finally got one, and went 
to university in Nebraska 
In 1984, Ottey moved to California—in which 
period she was to win a bronze medal in the 100m 
at die LA Olympics—but the climate there didn t 
Meriene Ottey: One of the most unobtrusive«but 
certainly the most consIstenUemale sprinters 
today in the global athletics circuit 






particularly suit her and she developed bronchitis. 

She battled the ailment in all possible ways Air 
purifiers in her home helped. But she still had to 
pick her times in which to train and would often be 
‘gasping and wheezing'. Christmas. 19B7 was 
spent in the environs of a hospital after a 
particularly bad attack “I had to get out of that 
environment,” she said. “I've never been one to 
quit. If something is holding me back I get away 
from it." She did 

Ottey moved to Europe in early 1989. She had 
Just been divorced from American hurdler Nat 
Page, so her piersonal lile wasn’t exac tly bnmming 
with happiness But then happiness is like a 
hovering butterfly, for which if you wait, will settle 
soon upon your shoulders. In short. Ottey found 
love and she found it in Italian sprinter, Stefano 
Tllll.Thls new alliance prompted a move to Rome 
and was to change her life, attitude and mediocre 
standing in her sport to its current pre-eminence. 

In 1990, Ottey was voted International Athlete of 
the Year and Irom thence on. she really began to fly. 
I low < omc the sudden elevation from anonymity to 
superstardom? Ottey can't pin-point a specific 
reason. Uke a good Christian, she thanks God 
first, the love of a good Italian and the awakening of 
her ‘fast-twitch flbres'. The latter is not a breakfast 
cereal, but the muscle composition that all 
sprinters are bom with. Details of the Merlene 
Ol tey training programme are closely guarded but 
she herself claims that she was mnnlng too far 
during training. "I used to do a lot of three mile runs 
and this kills off the fast twitch muscles. Now the 
emph<tsis is on speed and quality weight training, 
which wakes up the muscles.” 

It Is Just that—andTlllf’s influence—that have 
been the main factors behind Ottey’s sudden 
renaissance as a world-class sprinter in her 32nd 
year. World class sprinters are virtually history by 
the time th^ cross the 30-year-old 

occupational deadline. 
So how come Merlene 
Ottey’s flourishing? Is it 
her zest and verve that 
ke^ her going, or is 
it...drugs? 

Ottey’s dramatic 
improvement in form, 
similar to that of 
Florence Griffith 
Joyner’s In 1988. has 
prompted a school of 
sceptics to presume that 
she has us^ steroids to 
act as a facade for her 
age, and also to strip 
away those vital seconds 
that have made her a 
winner in 52 consecutive 
races. Ott^ does not shy 
away from the 
accusation, 
insisting that she is 


1, 1992 is 
the day u hen a 
constant 1} 
striving athlete 
t ram Jamaica is 
going to try and 
attain the 
ultimate 
accolade. And if 
perchance, 
Merlene Ottey 
wins an Olympic 
gold, she will be 
the oldest 
sprinter to 
achieve the feat 






clean, and her flawless 
complexlon—acne Is a known side-effect of 
steroids—suggests that there is truth in her 
denials. "Once you mn fast, you are right there, 
under suspicion.” she conches. "But my timings 
are consistent and I am always competing.” says 
the woman whose 100m win-loss record could well 
become a quiz question statistic 
Indeed, this amazing consistency of hers seems 
to suggest another question: Is ther« going to be a 
full-fledged attempt at breaking Flo Jo’s 100m 
world record of 10.49 secs? She does admit 
grudgingly that the record may be bQrondher. but 
she sincerely believes that the 200m record of 
21.34 is breakable. Ottey's current best is 21.66 
secs. 

« Many believe that Merlene Ottey Is destined to be 

























Ottey exults after winning her only gold medal at disgust 

the World Championships in To^o in the August 1.1992 could be a signiHcant day for 

4x100m relay OtHy. It is the day of the 100m women's llnal at the 

an athletics Hall of Famer. The believers may have Barcelona Olympics. It is the day when a 

concrete reasons for this, but Ottey knows that constantly striving athlete from Jamaica is going 

only one thing is going to elevate her stature from to tiy and attain the ultimate accolade. And if 

among the ordinary mortals* An Olympic goldl Too perchance. Merlene Ottqr wins an Olympic gold, 

many times have her attempts been thwarted. The she will be the oldest .sprinter to achieve the feat If 

tag of most consistent sprinter, is but a label. Ottqr she doesn't, well... 

suffered a blow to her aspirations when she had to . .Jamaica is still going to love hct 1 iere's why 

settle for two bronze medals behind arch-nval Fourteen years ago. at the age of 18. Ottey spent 

Katrln Krabbe at the World Championships in her first night injail. Kingston. Jamaica, was 

Tolgro. What is worse, is that Krabbe may be there under curfew, and she was a long way from home 

in Barcelona, as her appeal to the courts, following with nowhere to stay. Ottey spent the night in a cell, 
her post-sten^d taking suspension may be in Nowij 14 years on. Merlene Ott^ has been given 

limbo. "People are always talking about nriy bronze the keys to the whole city, 

medals." she admittedfher eyes reflecting a look of* I <^afeatures 
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O NCE 
Bengal 
were 
tossed 
into the 
Arabian 

Sea by Kerala (in the 
semi final) the south 
Indians knew they were 
on the verge of a 
historical breakthrough 
If they beat Goa and won 
the I Jfebuoy sponsored 




Santosh Trophy at 
Coimbatore, they would 
be regaining national 
gloiy after 19 years TTiat 
certainly is a pretty long 
time especially when 
Kerala consider 
themselves as giants in 
the domestic soccer 
circuit 

Ifan 3 fthing Kerala 
went into the final with 
confidence After all, Goa 

TIm Kerala team with the 
Santoeh Trophy which 
they inscribed after 19 

years 


were considered a timid 
side and the high of 
c oming out best in the 
penalty shootout against 
Bengal (perhaps the 
toughest match in this 
48th edition of the 
Santosh Trophy) in the 
semi llnal far out¬ 
weighed whatever 
adrenalin charge Goa 
must have received 
when they beat Tamil 
Nadu via the tie breaker 
in the other semi-final 
Yet the Kerala coac h 
TA Zaffar looked more 
tense than anyone else 


Goa misses a good 
chance when the ball 
goes past the far post 

He had his reasons He 
doesnt believe in 
premature celebration 
He knew only too well 
that if Kerala didn t win 
the trophy this time they 
would continue to 
languish in the 
wilderness foi many 
more years Having 
taken the drubbing foi 
too long this was the 
most opportune moment 
lor the State to erase the 
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Kerala goalkeeper 
SIvadasan grasps the 
ball In time in the final 
against Goa at 
Coimbatore’s Nehru 
Stadium 

last four nnals from their 
memoiy. 

2!anar always respects 
the opposition, whoever 
th^ may be. Against 
Goa, his initial strategy 
was tqjieep a strict 


mri 


surveillance on the main 
strike force of Roy 
Barreto and Bruno 
Coutinhoand 
positioning V P Sathyan 
in his deep defence The 
ploy worked 
wonderfully, although 
Goa did perform b^ond 
all expectations before 
going down eventual^. 

Ifpriorto the final, 
coach Zafiar was full of 


anxiety, there was 
another Kerala 
supporter who was 
equallyjittery He was 
none other than former 
captain‘Fact' 

Manl—called that 
because he used to work 
in a factory—who scored 
a hattrick against 
Railways to give Kerala 
the national 
championship at 


Emakulamin 1973 
Ever since then, the 
Kerala soccer story has 
been full of woes, until 
the Kerala Police 
seriougly took up the Job 
of revamping the game in 
the State. IfMani, from* 
Cannanore. could give 
Kerala the Santosh 
Trophy in 1973, could 
SaUiyan, who hails from 
the same place, repeat 
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, feat fit Coimbatore. 

And he dld It In style. 

In the Goa camp, there 
prevailed an imeasy 
calm. How were they 
going to perform?They 
depend^ mainly on 
Barreto and Coutinho 
upfront while veteran 
Brahmanand' 
Sancoalkar protected 
the goal. Adding to this 
unease was manager 
Rafael Pereira and coach 
Bishwas Gaonkar—both 
of whom had their wives 
expecting back home. 
But|}othare 
strong-willed and 
professional enough not 
to allow their personal 
feelings to mix with 
business. 

But the biggest Jolt 
came just as the team 
was limbering up for the 
Onal battle. Manager 
Rafael Pereira received 
the bad news from Goa 
that Brahmanand's 
elder brother had 
expired. Since Goa was 
playing the flnal and 
Brahmanand was 
essentially 




bid 

that Bniiinahaid^i 
had expired. SincaOoiiiiia 4 
playthg the final and ^ ^ 

Brahmanand was cssenttatiy ' 
indispensable, his parents had 
asked the manaser not tb 
divulge the sad fiewsat.that ■. 
moment 
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indispensable, his 
parents had asked the 
manager not to divulge 
the sad news at that 
moment. "This was too 
much of a shock for us. 
AKhough Brahma's 
relatives have made us 
promise not to give the 
news... well," said a 
choked Pereira. 

The sombre mood in 
the Goa camp—even 
though none of the 


players knew about their 
goalkeeper’s 
loss—deepened once 
Brahmanand conceded 
the most unexpected 
long-range grounder off 
Rajeev. Goa’s confidence 
gradually began to 
erode, the flnal blow 
coming when Edvin 
Moraes foiiled up from 
close. But for that, the 
tale of the flnal might 
have been different. 



"You see that Moraes’ 
blunder actually 
changed the whole 
complexion of the match. 
However, I’m really 
.satlsfled with their 
performance, especially 
after getting very tittle 
time to practice before 
coming to Coimbatore." 
said coach Bishwas 
Goankar. 

C AN there really be 
any excuse for 
Bengal's elimination at 
Coimbatore? Bengal 
may have had the 
potential but did the 
team give it their all? And 
their lackadaisical 
attitude and lack of a 
positive outlook hardly 
helped. 'Tlien again, 
what is the use of having 
a technical director (in 
addition to a coach) 
when he is unable to give 
that “extra bit” to steer 
his team out of a crisis? 

, Take for instance, 
former Olympian Nlkhil 
Nandi, the Bengal 
technical director (TD) 
who offered negligible 
advice to players’ how 
to contain Railways (who 
play a similar pattern of 





i 


soccer in the Calcutta 
league) who led till the 
88th minute. In fact. 
Bengal had to to literally 
struggle to obtain the 
equaliser till a minute 
before full lime. 

It is quite obvious that 
the players get 
unnecessarily tense 
before a match, which 
affects their game badly. 
And the match against 
Railways was no 
exception. Nandi and 

coach Prasun Baneijee 
had to thank Pabitra Kar 
who (besides having 
play^ second fiddle for 
Mohun Bagan last 
season) certainly raised 
his price for the ensuing 
local transfers after 
scoring twice in two 
consecutive matches— 
Railways and Karnataka 
in the quarter-ftnal 
league). 

^ngal had always 
boasted of certain stars 
in the line-up. But what 
can one say about the 
so-called Amorous 
international midfielder 
Satyajit Chatteijee who 


shattered Bengal's 
dream of entering the 
Santosh Trophy final 
when his penalty shot 
went wide in a needle 
.seml-flnal encounter 
against Kerala?Would 
Satyajit stilt fall into the 
megabuck bracket? 

In Guwahati during 
the nationals, a singular 
defensive lapse from 
Monoranjan 
Bhattachaiya saw 
Kerala equalise and force 
a penalty shootout In 
which Bengal eventually 
managed to scrape 
throu^ and win the 
trophy. Three years 
later, practically the 
same Kerala line-up was 
present at Coimbatore, 
but this time Kerala 
called the shots. The 
funny thing is, having 
already missed a 
penalty, why was 
Satyajit Chatteijee 

Bengal were eliminated 
inlhee«nl>nnalby 
Kerala. Here a Sivadasan 
penalty shot beats 

Debasftls Mukherjee 


permitted to lake a 
second chance in the 
penalty shootout? Who 
do.we blame? Nandi or 
Prasun Baneijee? As 
usual there will be no 
answer and no 
accountability. 

If there was one good 
performance that can be 
singled out in this 
crucial semi-final tie, it 
was from the cool and 
composed Sudlp 
Chatteijee, who tolled 
ceaselessly in the 
midfield and then boldly 
took the first shot in the 
tiebreaker to give his side 
the lead. One 
keeps thinking that if 
Krishanu Dey had 
stayed on the field, it 
might have been a 
dlfferenl story. But he 
asked to be relieved by 
"feigning injury". This 
Indifferent attitude by a 
senior player leaves 
much to be desired. He 
obviously wasn't 
thinking of Bengal, but 
only about himself...and 
the interclub transfers. 


With this kind of 
strange professional 
attitude, how can Bengal 
ever think of regaining 
lost glory? These stars 
have once again proved 
that their Ir^^ty 
“unquestionabty” 
belongs to the clubs. 

Yet another example 
was captain fSirun Dey 
(who recently said that 
he will never play for the 
state and country in 
future. That Is. if he ever 
gets a chance). If the 
captain himself does not 
show the desire, how can 
he expect his team to 
perform? In fact. Tarun 
Dey proved himself to be 
a chicken-hearted 
skipper when he 
declined to take a 
penalty shot. Moreover, 
a couple of lapses by hirh 
in defence nearly allowed 
Kerala to pump in two 
early goals, but for the 
wily keeping of Debashis 
Mukerjee. 

Tarun Dqr's 
reluctance to take the 
last penalty put Prasun 
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in a fix; who would take it 
Instead? The choice was 
between Mohun Bagan's 
two Kerala players (who 
have sought for 
inter-state transfers) 
Saraf Ali and Vijayan. 
Saraf being the more 
shrewd player somehow 
managed to be excused, 
perhaps because he 
didn't want to 
'antagonise the Kerala 
crowd which had jeered 
and used provocative 
language against him 
and Vijayan earlier and 
still continued to do so 
on that fateful day. This 
had affected both the 
Kerala players to a large . 
extent. So eventually 
Vijayan was hauled up to 
perform the last rites. 

A deathly silence 
prevailed in the stadium. 
Tlie Bengal players were 
tense.. .somewhere, 
there was this uncanny 
feeling that Vijayan was 
going to foul up. There 
was one good reason for 
that. He hadn’t played 
well and made a mess of 
things upfront during 


But wlMt ciil cme soy ibout'tlic 

stomcNPUt 
intcmBtioiial midMdtr SatyniK 
ChaUerJceiiHiostiamrecI 
Ben^al^f dream of entcitiiB the 
Santosh Troph^Bnal vfhenhls 
penalty shot vrent wide in a 
needle smnl-final encounter 
against Kerala? Would Satyajit 
still fall into the megabuck 



those full 120 minutes. 
And then he failed to put 
the ball past Slvadasan 
and Bengal the "paper 
tigers" of the nationals 
were out. 

. While the beating and 
the cacophony 
continued unabated in 

Brahmanand fails to stop 
a longranga 
grounder. Karala 
defeated Goa In the final 


the Nehru Stadium, one 
clean-shaved Kerallte 
was fuming. He 
definitely was happy that 
Kerala won, but amazed 
at the attitude of the 
Bengal players. 

“I may hail from Kerala, 
but during the days 
when I played for Bengal 
and had won the 
Santosh Trophy six 
times out of nine years. 



we had always shown 
dedication and loyalty. 
You know why? Because 
I earned my bread there," 
said a disillusioned 
former Bengal and 
Olympian T. A. Rahman. 

“Now they earn 
enormous amounts of 
mon^ and are too 
professional. The 
standards have gone 
down too. Look at 
Krishanu. When Bengal • 
needed him most he left | 
the field feigning injury. | 
It's deplorable.” said the i 
irate Rahman, adding, 

“ How could Vijayan be 
allowed to take the final 
shot in the tie-breaker?" 

The IFA must take 
strict measures not to 
send ‘disloyal’ players to 
the natlon^s. At Quilon 
the star-studded Bengal 
team had provided 
enough scandal.yet this 
keeps happening. The 
IFA will have to stress on 
young talent from now 
onwa^s and prepare 
theni to meet the 
challenge on and off the 
held. Perhaps it's time 
the IFA forgets about the 
glamour names. Is 
Prodyut Dutta listenii^ j 
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BY MUDAR PA7HFRYA 


pretend to eaae Into the 
eai^t slippery of the 
unbiased historian. How 
then would you log 
' Vengsarkar. Oillp 
BaUwant of Bombay, 
West Zone and India?' 
Will you have to reach for 
the 20th centuiy 
Wisdens and say. ‘let's 
look up his numbers' or 
react as the man who has 
Just seen his Hrst 
Rembrandt, and say 
Vknow. grandson. 1 saw 
him play.' 

Abit ofboth?WewlH 
reserve for him the same 
niche as we have for the 
Manjrekars (Vljay) and 
Hordes: we will trace his 
lineage to the ‘solid 
school': we will say that 
his Influence would have 
been sharper had It not 
been for the fact that he 
lived his business life In 
the shadow of a certain 
Gavaskar. 

Interesting, when you 
consider that 
Vengsarkar retires with 
a KW-oddTest runs less 
than Don Bradman: that 
in the most prosperous 
phase of his career 
(1983/84 to 1987/88). 
he gave even Gavaskar a 
run for his batting 
average. 

But hang on, one is 
drilling. What images 
will flicker in our 
memory when someone 
mentions Vengsarkar 
50 years from now? My 
mind is likely to go back 
toPortofSp^n. 1989, 
the fourth afternoon 
when Malcolm Marshall 
did the tln-openers's job 
on the Indian batting. Ws 
lost five or six wickets for 
next to nothing, and only 
Vengsarkar survived. He 
scored an unbeaten 62 (1 
think) as batsman after 
batsman joined the 
heap. There was so much 
of well, what's the vrord 1 
am looking for.. .^? No. 
Solidi^ No. Character? 


That's the word 1 want. 
There was so much of 
character in that brief 
innings when the pilch 
had cracked—I slipped a 
Barbadian dollar coin 
into a crevice on the 
short of a good length 
spot an hour after India 
was beaten and It 


dissecting a patient long 
dead. A pity. 

There's another • 
innings that flashes 
across the mind—a 
different kind with a 
different result. Against 
New Zealand In the semi 
finals of the World 
Championship in 1985. 



disappeared—and 
Marshall's throat balls 
were replaced by 
Ambrose's. Walsh's and 
whoever's. there were 
prowling fielders who 
wouldn't miss a thing, 
and you ended up with a 
feeling as hopeless as the 
boy with the sea on one 
end and the burning 
deck on the other. Since 
India lost by a ridiculous 
margin, the innings was 
buried under the debris 
and we spent the next 
^few hours with the 
^»ost-mortem report and 


he pulled off an amazing 
62-odd not out with so 
much ease that 
tempt)rarlly even Kapil 
Dev was as much a 
spectator as I was. India, 
looking like packing up, 
cruised to win the ' 
game—and eventually 
the tournament. 

His high point was 
1986. a season 
belonging as exclusively 
to him as we are likely to 
remember that 1971 was 
Gavaskar’s. He took two 
Test hundreds off 
England in England 
including his 116 at 


$am0fQr' 
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His high point 
was 1986, a 
season 
belonging as 
exciusivdyto 
him as we are 
likely to 
remember that 
1971 was 
Gavaskar’s. He 
took two 
hundreds off 
England in 
England, 

Including his 116 i 
St Leeds which 
he rates as his 
besLsndwason 
the betting side 
almo^ singularly' 
responsible for 
India’s 
yictofy 
jL^ 


Leeds which he rates as 
his best (the ball was 
doini; all sorts of'things') 
and was, on the batting 
side, almost singularly 
responsible for India’s 
2-0 series victory. 
Deloittes, not 
surprisingly, put 
Vengsarkar at the head 
of i (s list of the most 
successful batsmen for 
that year. Vengsarkar 
scored 360 runs in 3 
Tests In 1986 Including 2 
centuries. 

Of Don Bradman it 
was said that if his 
up)>onents had any 
sense they should have 
traded a century for each 
innings he played. In 
1986. you could have 
said the same for 
Vengsarkar—and got 
away with it. 

But had he remained 
only a batsman for India. 
Vengsarkar’s career 
profile would have been 
simple to sketch. 
Somewhere along the 
line, the captaincy 
became a trophy he 
desperately craved. He 
felt cheated at having 
been deprived of the 
captain's slot for the 
1980-81 tour of 
Australia, which should 
have made his accession 
so much easier. As it 
turned out. Gavaskar 
was replaced as captain 
by the 23-year-old Kapil 
Dev. which must have 
come as a .setback to 
those in the side who had 
pul in far more years, 
Vengsarkar included. 

wfien the captaincy 
finally came 
five-and-a-halfyears 
later. Vengsarkar 
replaced Kapil Dev. 
Nobexly is likely to 
remember his tenure 
specially; Just as the sad 
part is that nobody is 
likely to remember that 
he M India in three Test 
series, two against the 
West Indies and one 


against New Zealand. 

His first Test as captain 
at New Delhi we almost 
won: India under 
Vengsarkar beat New 
Zealand and while the 
tour ot the West Indies in 
1989 was an absolute 
disaster, there have been 
other countries in recent 
years who have fared 
worse. 

The circuntstances of 
Vengsarkar being 
relieved of captaincy, it is 
said, has as much to do 
with India's loss of the 
series in the West Indies 
as to an interview that he 
gave after it. The captain 
torpedoed his colleagues 
for running away from 
the fast bowling; he 
blamed Azhar (though 
not by name) for 
flinching and being 
scared of the ball: he 
singled out a spinner 


(Hirwani) for deliberately 
shirking Test match duty 
by complaining that he 
wasn't fit on the eve of a 
Test: he defended his 
decision to play spin 
bowler Venkatramana 
on the grounds that his 
extra pace bowler who 
had not plstyed a Test in 
the scries, dertded to 
duck the fourth Test. 

It was this hard-hitting 
Interview, the loss of the 
series and the fact that 
he had cast in his lot with 
those cricketers (rebels) 
demanding a better pay. 
that eventually cost 
Vengsarkar his 
captaincy. Critics were 
not surprised: they were 
amazed that a batsman, 
whoTould withdraw 
from India’s high 
pressure semi final 
against England at 
Bombay in 1987 because 


R emember the 
old Indian bogey 
against the moving 
ball? How an 
outswingeriiad to be 
pitched on the off 
stump and our 
bat smen would go 
flashing an edge 
behind? If this 
weakness is only a 
memory now. we have 
Dilip Vengsarkar to 
thank; In part^ 

Reason; when 
Gavaskail plundered 
7T4 runs bffthc We^ 
Indies In and,, > 
Sardes^ gotdoDpius'v 
ttwas«^lnstiiu^; •... 
bowlerifikeHt^^,’ ' 
Shillin^ordt. ' 

' ahd'tltpift;; ■ ; 

Oowe-^aid^..>. i,; 
anunur^dil , , 


Hendrick, This was 
the time when Our 
failure to play the 
moving ball was most 
pronounced. 

A couple of years 
later in New Zealand 
our string of scores 
were 414.71 for 2, 

270.255.220 and 81 
all out against 
Richard and Dayle 
Hadlee and Collinge. . 
Against the West 
Indies.that'season our 
. famous Rort-of'Spgin ; 
ylctorywtos largely 
. dcfae to the faetthat, ■ 
s.Gllve Utiyd used v 
spinners Padmoref#^**' 
.pvcfrpjf r' 

Hl;£ve>^torlonganil , 
Hoiaingforon[V2i'‘";' 
overs. Qur redUy’ ~ ^' 

creditable’ 

pertbrmancehiyeam;' 

ageddet 












of 9 mysteriously upset 
stomach (off alt reasons), 
should have been 
appoint^ captain in the 
first place. When India 
went for the 1988 Asia 
Cup to Dhaka, 
vernacular reporters 
accused him of 
orchestrating an 
anti-Shastri mox'ement 
within the team 
(Vengsarkar dismissed 
this as story telling): 
following the Cuttack 
Test against Sri Lanka. 
Vengsarkar's being 
overlooked for the MOM 
award drew so much 
annoyance that he 
refused to collect his 
Man of the Series award: 
he refused to stop 
reporting the series 
against the West Indies 
in 1987. while still the 
captain, and was 
eventually banned the 


Swing Scare 




-hi 




, Inl|t6 sdcpnti 

manned » 
m^97andyi^^ 

. theTt^lit arid serira.. • 

. Wei'-^lomlithe; ■ 
,'‘J'97^7tErser|?jrinV'' 

^Vtiiy^be^usedeff. 
th^809 waA thi^only 
bowler ' ' 


tdg^er In the second 
Irihtnis- Remember. 

ball was moving 
ardund. wewere 
^readyO-1 in the, 
;aertw. arid a huge 
defeat looked . 
Imminent. 
SuttKTisii^y, we did 
iiotrbuickle under. 
iVebgSuarkarf r03) and 
^VlihtwaRathfii;^ 

Wtd htdia.318foir < 
ihuir. pushed .die 


IHt^^fcarsKiif 

'away Dram 
tigh^ldgr 
have 



•270 when 


Elegance Is one trait 
that has always been 
synonymous with 
Vengsarkar's batting 

BCCl for a while: he 
reacted strongly in a club 
match in Bombay and 
called the umpire a cheat 
which didn’t do anything 
for his image even 
though what he said may 
not have been wrong: he 
was Irritated at his 
’Colonel' nickname and 
disliked being referred as 
one: was returned from 
the Emirates in the early 
Eighties after an 
altercation at the airport 
Immigration 
desk—minor footnotes 
in the biography of a 
prolific runmaker. 

As I was saying.50 
years from now when we 
are searching around 
Gavaskar’s shadow for 
any likeness to the 
edifice Itself, our DBV 
will figure topmost. A bit 
of a pity for a man wit h 
nearly 7000Test runs to 
his name. • 
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Rajashekar, soft spoken and ■ ■ ■ 

unassuming, is the new riding I H H 

mM 




T he Rojal Calcutta 
lurf Club needs to 
take a leal out of the 
Hyderabad Rate 
Club shook to 
produee better 

nders In eaiHer days Calcutta 
produced some of the finest 
jotkeysinthecountiy but In the 
last five years or so we have not 
seen any youngster showing the 
sort of promise or the talent for 
that matter to ultimately move 
Into that top bracket 

Rajashekar the young ilder 
from Hyderabad came like a breath 
oflresh air to Cak utta racing and Is 
sure to go far in the All India 
Jockeys Rankings A soft spoken 
unassuming youngster with 
Impeccable mannet s Rajashek ar 
had the crowd in Calcutta up on 
theli feet cheering him on when he 
booted home a double on tivo 
successive race days 

This was the same lad who had 
taken Bangalore by storm when he 


RajMlwIcar the most promising 
Jocicsy astrlds Kaiamfirls 




by CYRUS J.MADAN 


rode Kalamarls to a superb victory time out and then finishing fifth in E^s was ridden t^ Engineer in 

in the Sprinters Classic. Hence he the Magic Million. I^ardly had the place of Aslam Kader who hurt 

•is not a newcomer to the winner's dust tom this fracas settled when himself rldinig in the race earlier 

circle, but for Calcutta's sagging another hit the headlines at the and he was declared medically 

riding talent he was Just the declaration stage. Due to a unfit. She seemed to have every 

booster the doctor recommended. misunderstanding Rajashekar chance but failed to quicken-. At 

was declared to ride two horses In one stage it looked like the Vljay 

THe race he rode on El Eurlouso the Grand Aimual. Eventually Singh trained All Star was going to 

in the Grand Annual for instance thanks to owner Mr LC Gupta come out on top. He burst through 

on Sunday, March 15, was who opted to withdraw his colt the middle and was moving best of 

Passion Player. Rajashekar the lot when El Furlouso swooped 

^ was allowed to ride El Furiouso, down to eventually edge him out by 

victory and what a remarkable ride he a neck A length and quarter away, 

to data, tna Sprinters Classic gave the colt. in third placewasWiId Desire, and 



adequate testimony to my A field of 11 lined up to far e the he in turn had three parts ol a 

assessment of the youngster. starter for the Grand Annual length to spare to Misty Eyes, who 

The Grand Annual Handicap Handicap From the betting point was fourth 

sponsored for the second t ime In of view the rate was wide open and El Furiouso who is trained by 

succession by Ross Murarka (of on that score the Handicapper JohnStephens was a maiden 

India) Pvt. I4d.. had excitement must have been having a quiet before going Into the Grand 

written all over it tom the very laugh up his sleeve The race Itself Annual. By Severely Silver out ot 

beginmng It began when the was a thriller With less than 300 Generation Gap it was obvious that 

handicaps were published and metres to run there were five of he needed ground to produce his 

quite a few professionals raised a them in a line. But it was best and John Stephens had 

hue and cry to the fact that the Rajashekar's superb handling and looked after him and prepared him 

Handicapper had placed Wild remarkable Judgement on El superbly for this race On his 

Desire (a maiden) at a mark that Furiouso which won the day. He previous form to say that he harl a 

was higher than the handicap got the best run thanks to not chance was difficult because in his 

allotted to a filly named Arashl. having panicked and he slipped last start he had failed to deliver on 

Arashi has raced four times this tlirough on the inside taking the a soft track against a coll named 

season winning on debut and shortest way home while almost Quick Recovery, and t hat was not 

never being off the board in her everyone else took the turn five to saying much. But El Funouso had 

subsequent three starts. Her past six horses wide. The main ob^ously come a long way since 

venture was in the Champagne ' defaulters in this department vwsre then and he becomes one of the few 

Stakes where she ran fourUj. Wild the riders of Wild Desire and maidens to wlh the Grand Annual 

Desire on the other hand had raced Schwarzenegger. Handicap 

onfy twice, narrowly losing first The favourite for the race Misty pmotoobaphs p desh.*n(h*jan, 
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READERS’QUIZ 




QUESTIONS 

I Name the first 
.African bom 
tnckctcrwho 
represented 
Pakistan in Tests as 
well as one-dayers‘> 

2 General 
• Zia ul Haq’s 
first instmctor in 
Ihe Army was a 
famous Bndish 
batsman Name 
him 

3 This Indian 
• batsman 
achieved 

something no other 
cricketer has ever 
achieved He batted 
at all numbers from 
one to 11 in Test 
cricket Name him*? 

4 His favourite 
• diversion 
during a Caribbean 


tour was to throw 
people mto the 
swimming pool or 
bombing poolside 
loungers with 
water filled 
paperbags from his 
hotel room on the 
seventh floor Phil 
Edmonds even 
complained that 
‘we have a complete 
mad man out here’ 
Name him 


5 In 1981. a great 
• West Indian 
player became the 
first person to sc ore 
a century against 
all the 16 first class 
count ICS in 
England Name 
him 


6 Name the 
• Indidn 

c ncketcr who was 


ANSWERS: 

1 OaalfflOmaH’i who was tximtn Kenya 

2 DenisCompton 

3 VbiooManked 

4 lanBotham 

5 Vivian Richards 

6 8 S Chandrasekhar 

7 RameazRaja 

8 Daisy Thoriipaon 

9. RoopSingh 

10. JaswOwens 

11 ^ Pelham Warner on Don Bradman He wrote 
this duitns the second World War and Slack OuT 
hare means total darkness 

12 Denn Compton from 373 matches 

13 Clive Inman for Leicestershire versus 
Nottinghamshire at Trent Bridge m August 1965 

14. They have played more than 1(X) Davis Cup 
matches forthelr country 

IS Bobby m 1939 won the singles, doubles 
and miimfMies 
16. OarakPnngie 

sAimnaspirAi. 

kohakaiu 

1llieilUII(IN«D 

H&UdJL 

' 6S0984 

MwlcwMMMlnlVirwemMSuWr 

I . 
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I 


dismissed tor a 
duck 24 times in his 
80 innings, which is 
a world record? 

7 Name the 
• Pakistani 
cricketer whose 
nickname is 
•Rambo’? 

8 Whose 

•autobiography 
IS termed The Last 
Ten Years'? 

9 During the 
. 1972 Munich 
Olympics, a street 
in the Olympic Park 
was named alter an 
Indian hockQr 
player Name him. 

^ Who was 
lU. given the 
nickname Tann 
Cyclone**? 

1 -1 Whowiote, 

1 .otwhom. ‘I 
belleVe he would 


make a hundred in 
the blackout"’ and 
what does it mean? 
1 r% Name the 
Jr batsman 
who holds the 
record of achievmg 
the milestone ol 
30,000 runs in 
first-class cricket in 
the least number of 
matches? 

I o ’The fastest 
l«3.^in 
flrst-class cricket 
recorded by an 
individual tookjust 
8 minutes Who is 
credited with this 
outstanding 
record? 

1 A What is 
Irr.common 
between: a) Ihe 
Nastase(b)J 
Brlchantandc)T 
Koch. 

1 p- Which 
lO.player won 
three Wimbledon 
titles in his first 
attempt but hev^ 
played there again? 
1 a Which 
XOtEnj^ndall 
rounder was bom 
in Nairobi, Ken 3 i«i? 
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C ONTINUING our leR hand and pull him in 

self-defence towards you even as you 

techniques from deliver a 

kokutsu-dachJ lean back shuto-ganmen-ucht or a 

and block a punch to the chop to the temple. 

head region with a BvimvaHttwiguiy, 

mawashi-ukt. In the Ur 

same motion, grab his kyotaislwiiiMllMiiKawts 

punching arm with your photographs raman bmalla 

Go Into kokutsu-dachl and block the punch with a 
mawaahl-uki block (Insets). Then puli him towards 
you and deliver a chop to the temple. 
























Interesting snippets from the world media that we normally don't get to hear about 


PROVE THEM WRONG 


A 10 vp.rr 

n I (ird bi p.ikinu 
scqunui* 
unlikch IoIk 
equalled liasend> d with 
annqitrv th<>twill 
prevent .laltanuit Kh in 
liom d« lending* Ins 
III l(( IlntishOpintitU 
<il WeinbU \ tit \t tnontli 
Win (Ilf I tliist onici 
inatktluM luldl i 
icinaikabit c nfci isn 
ransenisonn fointrn 
wilhintln sport 
llowfMi tin nifisl 
stiff essliil plavirinits 
hlstoi V was said tobi 
linisberl pist fi\ei .i \car 
ayo wlien he w.is absent 
li flint he (itcuit loi live 
inonlhsbetause ol 
illness Hut Jahaiii^lt 
prn\ ffl the (vnn s wronn 
(hen bv ruining baf k to 
win a 1 Oth Bi itish (3pen 
title i 


•Jahanifii has snn e 
St f n sf vt ral sjiet iahsts 
leijaidinglilsbatk 
in)iir\ and all ol (hem 
ha\e told him that pieies 
n| intebiae were 
nibbiiii> tofjether The 
Ifii mr I woi Id (hamplon 
has been in sin h 
dist nmloi t that he has 
taken to slet pinion (he 
flofIt and f \ en i»f nt |e 
e\ert Ise is impossible 
lliialian{>n savs he will 
toiiif batk lew would lx 
loolishenonqhto 
disf ount the possibility 
However hew'ill be well 
Into his 2 Qthve.u bv the 
time hetetuinsioiiu 
(iituil whit h would 
make him tin oldi st man 
oniherireuit' 


OLYMPIC UPDATE 


T I//J lilt (‘.It lothc 
U,iict'lonA OI\ inpi( s 
ifj June/wised bv E/a the 
/kisf/uf sep<ira/is/ 
ojtfan/sa/ion isshll 


SPORTING 



f 


/wi/f 111 and lht‘police.vc 
moimUnti Ini^e sfw u/i/v 
opotahons to ensn/e /be 
t*,mn's are tini disi iipied 
And while on (he 
suhj(^( / ol the Olympic s. 
the sn 7 .i//Sprinis/i /own 
n/Ii.involes puked to 




^ >T- 



1 ho^ the mwinii is 
capil,iIisiniiona 
contio\ et syovri a 
nil imtiiilied blac k man 
displayed in the local 
nniseuni siipjioscd to he k 
Kahahan liiishman 
The iiiutiinnned man 
so oUended the 
senstbilitvola 
Haiti born Spanish 
doctor that he has utged 
Alt lean countiies In 
boH oil the Olvmpk s if 
the exhibit is not 
lemoved 


NEBIOLO IS SAMARANCH’S 
MAN 


P RIMO NEBIOI/3. the 
president of the 
International Amateur 
Athletic Federation 
(lAAF). bet ame the first 
of Juan Antonio 
Samaranch's nominated 
members to the 
International Ol 3 mfipic 
Committee 
Nebiolo Immediately 
set about attempting to 
asslstm the resolution of 
political controversies 

Sergei Bubka, the pole 
vauRer, la caahing in 
on a tournament to bo 
heM at the Red Square 


V. 









concerning the Olympic 
Gfimes In Barcelona. 

Samaranch's choice of 
Nebiolo as the Arst of his 
discretionary 
nominations—granted 
as a change in the 
charter during the 
Winter Games—came as 
no surprise. 

But the main focus of 
interest is centred 
around who he is going to 
nominate next. 

Back injury forces 
Jahangir Khan to 
withdraw from the British 
Open 



ENDPtECE 


S ERCBt BUBKA, the 
world pole vault 
champion from Ukraine, 
Intends to .stage an 
International 
competition In Red 
Square. Moscow, on 
June 20. Bubka made 
this announcement In 
his hometowm of 
Donetsk. 

What he forgot to 
mention was that he 
stands to gain a lot of 
money If this event 
comes through. 


’ # 'NtgfthaitifgonstdPe wilt become the first official 
touring team to plegr In South Afrlca when thetr 
pre-^aa^ tpvgApurtsJp Natal on March 24. . 

N!qrth'm:^.i~^tpt;ainedby South African~botp Allan 
i^b. Mttplay fyurmah^hea in all. 

B! Northiwfe‘i^pdes.ian<’bomalI-rounder Kevin 
(Starran has Ei^n toW by theTCCB that he must 
yirWtuntllOet t^4brforebecomtng 
En^and-q,uaqiM for registration purposes. 
Murrain. 32. pk^yed for SAmbabwe. In the i983 and 
1987.WoridCups, 

' 0 The VOCB has ruled that counties win not be 
able to rej^ao^dielr Australian overseas players If 
they leave tojointheircountry’s tourofSrl Lanka 
early in Au^at. Durham captain Datdd Graveney, 
whose counfyi^lik^y to iose the services of Dean 
Jones at aenkM sttq^ ofJie season, said the 
\^jigipnvmay^dfi^pcgrMng'. 

0 Tony ImiM^^vetlie address at the memorial 

fordeto at the ChurcbofSl John the 

Hanipshireon Jim 20. 

, soh 3trhi^<th^ ph^S written by hfo father, and 
^thbfgm^ti^t^sirigiSodl^oseFarmisAII 
;TGSri$atfo»|s bjrthc foiynw 

“ .broadcaster, Mea^^ 

Cehietieiy Lt;^ ta,BaaihgBt(4sc. has been r^ored 

mm^mi^udedin tfeesafo 
m/ia/bvrna.aiwf'Sfr 
ofthe£n^nd\ 
fBfiSTrSlh^es- 


CRiCKET UPDATE 
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ALL IN THE GAME 




l> \N\i K Mama 


Direct Message 


F anzines and supporterh* associations 
are out. banners are in Ifyou’re looking to 
pass on a message to anyone, about 
anything, and living anywhere, the banner is 
perfect It's got more depth and the message Is 
Inimedlate 

Uke take lot example siune messages that 
originated In the Antipodes (Australia) and were 
beamed all over the world. One banner read- 
Germany 1990, Soviet Union, 1991, Australia 
1992 Collapsing Borders," There even seemed 
to be a (HTsonal message from Uir Queen, 

‘Ausl ralla Down Under and Out. The Empire 
Strikes Back ” 

A banner anyone? 



H ERE'S a classic example of lateral 

thinking. Fog^a football club, fed up 
with free loaders announced that it 
would have a special gate for all those who 
believed that they were entitied to free 
admlssion't'hopt^ to idetxtffy cmd deal with 
them. 

The plan didn't work Pajdngcuatdmersweni 
throu^ the fieebte gate branching their 
tfckflis. 






m 



Im)i:( IM I']\i>()si Ki; 


Through Correspondence 


I 


W E brlngyou a little bit of gossip too. 
Cubby Allen, who was a member of 
Douglas Jardine’s infamous 
'Bodyline' team to Australia has Anally 
expressed his immense dislike for his skipper, 
Allen expressed hiS feelings to this effect in a 
couple of letters to his fether. 

Allen's letter read thus: T forgot to tell you 
some of the funny but unkind things the Crew 
shouted at Dougjlas at Adelaide. He (Jmxltne) 
was flicking flies off his face white balUngand 
one of them shouted; ‘Don't chase them away, 
they're your only friends in Adelaide'." 

^n though Allen's revelations are slightly 
posthumous, they do seem to have an element 
oftruthlnthem. 





























Martina’s 
crowning 
glory _ 

Y ou really Impressed your 
readers in the Issue dated 4-10 
March. The photographs and the' 
slick write-ups that accompanied 
the coverage of Winter Olympics, 
and the superb pictures of Monica 
Seles left us craving fur more. 

But for &heer cla.ss the one page 
write up on Martina Navratilova by 
Rohit Brijnath was as good as the 
gritty lady hersell. The article 
touched a chord somewhere down, 
deep Inside and 1 am sure that 
many other readers must be tceling 
the same way. 

Navratilova Is one player who 
has conUnued to Impress the world 
and though she was ridiculed >lme 
and time ^ain. she always stuck 
by her convictions and her 
character. 

Her life is a direct testimony to 
the fact that If you have resilience, 
mental toughness and character 
then you’ll surely go a long way in 
life. Keep up the good work 
Martina, the world is waiting for 
you with open arms. 
VISTASPSAMHODIWALA. 

Kalyan. 

Reforms needed 

G one are the days when Ravi 
Shastri used to delight the 
crowds with his superb batting. 
These days all he seems to be doing 
In the middle is to block the ball. 
The Shastri of today Is a strokeless 
player who consumes overs in an 
innings,seldom remembering the 
fact that he should be a fast scorer, 
if India is to be In a commanding 
position. 

It is high time the Indian cricket 
‘think*t£^‘ replaces Shastri as 
the opener for the Indian squad. 
With the South African tour 
coming up later this year it would 
be good for Indian cricket if the 
fkUures of the Austimllan tour are 
anallyaed and solutions come up 
with before it is too late. 


‘* 10 ' 
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Keep up the good work Martina 


Let’s hope that it is not too late for 
the rc-einergence of Indian cricket. 
ARSHAD. 

Assam. 


Thought provoking_ 


T he issue dated 26 Feb-3 Mar 
was an absolute delight to the 
readers. Tlie Interview with Ian 
Chappell in the issue was a 
masterpiece. One has to s^ree to 
the fact that it is still not too late to 
revitalise 1 he Test scenario in 
tnteniational cricket. There ought 
to be .some changes soon in this 
sphere otherwise Test cricket is 
surely on the way out, and once 
that happens, cncket will lose a lot 
of its charm. 

The Mike Tyson and Katrln 
Krabbe controversies are pointers ' 
in the right direction. It proves that 
nobody can take the world for 
granted once they reach the 
pinnacle of their respective sport. 

Let’s hope that these cases serve 
as a warning to the aspiring 
athletes and sportsmen that they 


should win by lair means only. 
MANISHUMAYE, 

Bangalore. 


Good going there 


T he English and the Kiwis have 
in this World Cup certainly 
upset many apple carts and they 
were able to do so because of their 
grit, determination and 
perseverence. The New Zealanders 
played a tremendous game against 
the favourites Australia to bring 
about one of the biggest upsets of 
the tournament. As the hotshot 
teams fell by the wayside, these 
teams, who before the tournament 
began were not thought of highly. 
Just continued their winning ways 
and topped the table. 

The other teams could do well to 
take a lesson or two from the books 
of these teamsand apply them to 
their own selves. Only then can 
they hope to do better in the future. 
SRNIVASNYAPATHY. 
Rajahmundty. 







VVeiqhl training coupled 
with rcfjular aorolric 
exorcise lielps keep the 
blood pressure in control 


i.'li ^ 
TfiV"’. 

H- 

•V^ 


am 

coAurtoti in people,’ > 
auflRehngirom, ' 
hi^ibl^'pressure., 

detbateonwhethera 




preacrifcMBatcsi^t. V•' 
tralnjing io,i^u<^ blt^; 
preBsut^Thtilb , ‘.. y 
becatiM heaiyy Itftlitt ia.. 
jknOwnlios^ thebSood 
{MrewsnresoarMgi &r ; ’ 
hlgherlban other 
8i^ouaactt>dties. Fora 
trained aalj^l^er thai> 
la ttdprobler4^^<^. 
asking aguyilytthH^L, ' 
tdoodpressmatbf.. 


I*i»-HTl rfd t ■ V« i*i»i M t »)* 


Iron is luce asking him tp 
gointohungwjwnqjiDgj. 
the enect is monitor 1^ 
dm same. ,, - '■ 

. Recent stitAes,- 
however. haveproved 
thatamecHeaLlly ' 
monitomlivel^t 
trainlt^mid aerobic > 
programme IsbeheSdad 
to people whoauffer firinn 
this malacfy. The ki^ * « 
word herels rnediem 

supervision keeping itv > 
mind that the exercises 
should be light to, 
moderate, andpevertoo 
heaty. - • - .-.■■■ 

Hyperhmsiohisa^-:'- 
malady that aiSlctd 
needy ^"wyone. ^Ut~ < ''?’5 
wh;^itcaih,surji^^ld\, 
ead^chflipmc^ f/' 

fdj^est.oOc^d^d^ 

aihong middle-aged '\ 
ptt^feidlabj^flCC' 

■ h^ty-'dd^^Brdt.poojde-''' H 
adtU gputandklm^. 'r'V,’ 
lilgh f4 

'inmt 

'Ij^keSi 























M USCLIN G 
DOWN 


BLOOD 


PRESSURE 


surge ofadrenaltn in 
stressful situations can 
boost your blood 
pressure femporarily. 
Generally the eflect is 
brief. But when the 
stress is sustained, 
changes occur in the 
body that produce 
Sustained high blood 
pressure. 

Since stress 

-surrounds us most of the 
. time today, how can we 
negate the effects of it? 

' ibcerclse—as we have 
told you time and time 
,-aeainh^ . 

'^hougbtheekaci. '■ 

'; reasons are not known. 

,. '’ct»dd.he due to the 
-.'Fttoductionof- 
ehdp^hins, chemicals, 

fbmhdfrtthebrain. 

. Ah^ller nrason'. , 

'de^nltetyis the inqirpved 
effects of 
^ce it 


keeps people on an even _ 
keel. And. of course, once 
you are into exercising, 
the Intake of alcohol and 
nientine is cut down, and 
this brings down the 
blood presure too. 

Ao^ordlng to a recent 
study conducted in the 
USA, it has been 
estimated that a msyoilty 
of hypertensives can 
manage their pressure 
throu^ diet and 
exercise. A sensible 
balanced diet containing 
calcium and pottasium 
from naturalspiirces 
can bring down thehiood 
pr^re.Ahdthls 
research determined 
that one does not have td’. 
lift ponderous vt^ghts to 
benefit from it. Sii^e. 
cttcuit training (aerobic, . 
weight workouts! does 
, the mb. ' ^ • 





combination of high 
blood pressure and lower 
heart rate benefits the 
patients improving 
the' supply of blood to the 
heart, TTic training 
programme should 
emphasise on exercises 
that are light and swift at 
the same Ume. 

Research shows that 
trained body builders 
who use heavy weights 
have slower heart rate 
and blood pressure thw 
Inexperienced body 
builders. This is bKaiise 
their systems have 
adapted to the high 
atnounts of stress that 
being placed on 
tljem.'n^ is precisely ' 
the reaaohwhy fit people . 
emerge healthy from . 
their ponderous tralnit^ 
iriegiRiena. 

The same respot^. 
applies to the peo|g|| .wttb' 
hi|^'bl{x>d-pi^api%' . 
.wiTOataitfaftto fe; /,; _ 

t:!. S'*' " 


takes some time, but 
eventually does adapt... 
and this is when the 
blood pressure comes 
under control. But this 
applies mostly to people 
who have a mild form of 
this disorder. For petite 
with very high bk>^ 
pressure, exercise in du^ 
course can lower the 
dosageof drugs and In' 
iline they cariclifntnate 
the Intake 6f drugs . , 
totally. ■ 

But,a word of ^auttom 
Do notstopgoingtoyour 
doctor the day you start, 
going to the gym. Ihe 
whole programme. 
requlreaf»refut 
. monltoii^by a medical 
exp^spectaHy for 
people Who suflier from 
dangeroudy high blood 
pressure or heart 
dlseasf. 

' Now, don't use that as 

an excuse for not hittlrtg 

the gym* Vou heed the 
-exercise.# 







Inter-Varsity 

Aquatics 


I^ERALA UNIVER&I Py cnieiged 
JCVthe undisputed (hainpions in 
the men & and women s swimming 
sections of the all India 
Inter Varsity Aqualu 
championships which wert held at 
the Subhas Sarobai With 49 
points m the m< n s div Ision and a 
whopping 84 points in the 
women s Kciala wi apped up tht 
team championship titles 
The hosts Calcutta won the 
waterpolo c ompetition beating 
Kerala 20 11 and Madhura Biswas 
provided some moie c hecr by 
winning the women s individual 
diving title I)( vendra Swat oop 
Sukla oi Amravati won the men s 
individual diving title 
Keinia sdomination in the 
swimming pool was complete 
Their B Kumai who was the best 
individual with 27 points proved 
more than a handful lor hts 
opponents He won three gold 
medals in the meet the long 
distaiK e freestyles and the medley 
being his strong points 
In the distaff side it was Kerala s 

(Centre) Calcutta Police 
Commi88loner,MrB.K Saha, 
with particIpantaoftheCSJC 
Table Tennia tournament 


S R Sreeja who also landed the 
indiyidual women s title with I “i 
)X)infs She was also among the 
multiple gold winners in the 
touniament 


Grindlays Open 
Golf 


C AIXUITA Stop pro BasadAli 
IS busy earning mom y and 
why not"? His ronslstenc y has been 
the leasoniorhis soaring bank 
balance 

Basad All slatest booty w.is from 
the fifth Gnndlays Open gull 
which offering one lakh rupees on 
prl/e monc y was played at tin 
1 ollygungt («olf C lub I ht r oui se 
was in perk etc ondition and both 
the amateurs and profc ssion.ils 
hadnocomplaintsocti the tout 
days of the touinanient I ht le 
wen some ve rv good sul) pat 
c ards r onspic nous among them 
IjelngM Dighe and Vijay Kumar 
who lired 69 on the opening clay 
1 he best sc ore ol 88 was brought in 
by Tiro/ All whit li t nabk d him to 
lead the field 

But at the half wav mark ^ no/ 

All s thu e stroke lead( 198) wasii t 
good (nough to stoji Basad All and 
in the thud nnind ht had shot 
aht ad to take a two shot lead ovi r 
1*110/whik Asghar All trailed by 
three strokes On the final day 
Basad made no mistakes and t ame 
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Ba8ad Alt, winner of the 
Grindiaye Bank golf 

home with a sub par score of 70 for 
a t ot al aggregate of 281 Firo/ and 
Asghai were content with their 
plat PS of second and third 
respi < tively 


CSJC Table 
Tennis 


S AKYASEN MfTRA ol Adjkaal 
finished best in the Club 
International sponsored Calcutta 
bportsjoumalists Club Table 
lennis championship In a rather 
one sided final Mitra defeated S 
Sabanayankan oi The Telegraph 
21 16 21 11 21-16 
In the Losers Plate meant for 
those c rashlng out In the opening 
rounds Aajkaal sSaroj 
Chakraborty defeated 
GanashakU s Munal Chatteijee 
21 19.21 12 towfn the title 
The table tennis championship 
attracted about 35 entries from 
yariousnewspapiers The meet saw 
quite a few upsets the major one 
being TheStatesihan sShyam 
Sundar Ghosh crashing to Sandip 
DuttaofAa/Jcaai 
The final was witnessed by the 
city's police chief MrBK Saha, 
among others 















This week in the 
history of sport 


T he flrst gold medal ol 
the flrst modem 
Olympic games was 
presented on Mar 85, 
1896, to American 
athlete James Connolly 
for the triple Jump 


WIH 




Regatta annually 
held at 

Henley-on Thames 
England was 


inaugurated onAAarSS, 
1839. 

T WO Olympians, 
American 

hammer-thrower Hal 
Conolly and Czech 
discus thrower Olga 
Fikltova, who had met 
during the Melbourne 
Olympics in 1956 were 
married in 

Czechoslovakia on Mar 

87,1957. 

O N Mar 88,1955 New 

Zealand made the 
lowest score m Test 


cricket, 26 all out 
against England at 
Auckland ^liSutcliff 
with 11 was the top 
scorer 

H olders India were 
edged out of the 
World Cup hockey when 
they were held to a 1-1 
draw by a makeshilt 
English team in the 
group A match at Buenos 
Aires on Mar891978. 



for 2 hours and 45 min. 
on Mar 30,1983, in which 
Jahangir Khan of 
Pakistan defeated 
Carnal Awad of Egypt, in 
the hnal of the Patrick 
International Festival at 
Chichester, England 

T he longest run ever 
held, the 5898-km 
transcontinental race 
from New York City to 
Los Angeles, started on 
Mar 31,1989, and was 
won by Finnish bom 
Johny Salo alter 79 days 
A.R.Shwlf 


MILESTONES 


IIECOMI SET: Py Ssdd Aouita in the 3000m (ipdooi) 
with a timing of 7 mins. 36 66attheAthlna92 
Internationa Indpor Meet. 

TO TOUR: An Indian hock^ team to Europe in 
May-June as a pre-Ol^plc warm up exercise. 
Thqr will play nine Tests in four countries, 
besides taking part in the four-nation tournament 
in Madrid » - 

AWMIDED: Tlie highest French sports award to 
Jahangir Khan of Pakistan, for nis Inconmarable 
achievements in intematicmal squash * The 
champion, now plagued with a back problem, will 
miss the British Open, the Welsh Classic. Spanish 
and German Opens 

WON: By Gam Kasparov the Linares International 
Chess tournament for the second tin» in three 
years He defeated Ljuboulv yubojevic of 
Yugoslavia in the last match of the tournament 
Viswanathan Anand of India finished fifth 
WON: By Master Pravln Thipsay the national chess 
title for the fifth time He drew his last match 


instT. Ravi ofTamU Nadu to win the tide. 


J »vl > } fit t HT;* IB F-t > itf; la f j i •) [>} iTcj fi 


He defrated Zhao Jlanhua. also of China, in the 
final. This final created a controversy of sorts as 
many people felt that the Chinese players played as 
a team in the final This vletoiy of jun*s would 
probably win him a berth in the Chinese 
badminton squad for the Barcelona Olympics. 

SNNEO: By Martina Navratilova and Judy Nelscm a 
secret agreement that ends their 'palimony' suit. 
UNUKBL^That ajolnt team from Korea will 
participate in the Olympics. The IOC has given 
th«n just nine days to come up with a solution and 
the North Koreans are not particularly keen that 
th^ participate as an unified team. 

PROBABLE: That Ban^desh will host the South 
Asian Federation Games next year The 8AF 
Games for the year was scheduled to be held in 
Nepal but the venue was later changed, as Nepal 
pulled out because q[ financial results. 


Hatw’tibuRflgM 

withadiiiarinco. 


Cmnlnowatelwa 
unpmtUflMdaa 
nts opponwii oops 
a«onwwiultlOtir | 
htohomaaoL 
, •Luekhitlwai^ I 
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(RIGHT): Beware of Team 
Ferrari. New driver Ivan Capeiil 
(left), who replaced Alain 
^ Frost, shares a Joke with Niki 
' Lauda, the three time Formula 
One World Champion, who 
has joined his old team as an 
advisor. This duo means 
business 


(BELOW): Robbie Weiss. 
Who’s he? A nobody for many, 
that is, till he embarrassed No. 
2 seed Stefan Edberg at Key 
Biscayne, becoming the 
lowest ranked player ever to 
beat Edberg, and also in the 
process stalling the Swede’s 
efforts to regain his No. 1 
ranking 
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(TOP): If it’s spring and it’s France, it 
must os cycling. Although the Tour de 
France begins only in early July, it is from 
now that the cyclists begin their arduous 
training to reach peak performance 
during the summer. Frenchman 
Stephane Heviot, winner of the TIh stage 
of the Paris-Nice classic raises his arms 
in triumph, hoping no doubt he can retain 
his form for the next few months 


(LEFT): Terry Norris is the man who 
retired Sugar Ray Leonard, is considered 
the worid^s most gifted boxer and is the 
WBC super-witerweight champion. 
Meidrick Taylor (right) is a 1984 Olympic 
gold medallist and the WBA welterweight 
champion. And on May 9 they will do 
battto to find out who’s the best 















■^LETS GET THE OWE WITHOUT THE FE«rHER% 

WE wonV have to plucx Him i' 

i 

1 

'^NOW UOOK WHAT YOUVB DOME, ..VOu'vE 
BEWT HIS SKATE aCARO/'' 
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QUIZ 

QUESTIONS 

1. Whose autobiography is Playing it 
Straight? 

2. In the Eighties Pakistan were 
restricted to a double-figure total 
against India in a one-day 
international? What was the 
score? 

3. What is the‘blind spot* in cricket'^ 

4. Who is a ‘Blue’ in English cricket'’ 

5. Who was India’s first captain in a 
one-day international? 

6. What is 'Australian pursuits’ in 
cycling^ 

7. What IS a “Take-down bow"? 

8. What does 'boggy* mean in golf^ 

9. Whatissandcross? 

10. What is the difference between 
rowing ahd sculling? 

11. An Australian batsman was 
dismissed for 99 at Trent Bridge in 
1934, in his maiden Test innings, 
caught at the wicket off the 
bowling of another player making 
his Test debut. Who were the two'’ 

ANSWERS 

1. Ken Barrington. 

2. 87 for 10 (32.5 overs) on 

22 3.1985, Rothman’s Cup at 
Sharjah 

3. The small area of the pitch 
whereon when the ball lands the 
batsman is in momentary doubt 
whether to play fonvard or back, 
being often thereby undone. 

4. One who plays for either Oxford or 
Cambridge in the University Match. 

5. A.L.Wadekar. 

6. These are contested by four 
(maybe six or eight or bigger 
circuits) riders starting at equal 
intervals round the track. They are 
placed according to the distance 
covered. 

7. A modem design of composite 
bow constructed so that the limbs 
are easily detached from the nser. 

8. One over par. 

9. A motor sport. 

10. In rowing, each person uses only 
one oar while in sculling he uses 
two. 

11. Arthur Chipperfieid (batsman), 
bowler (Ken Fames). 


UIZ/CHESS/BRIDGE 

Alexey Ureev not only overlooked 
white's 11 th he admits he was so 
shaken he made an Incredible 
blunder soon after. 

While: Murey Vs Black: Dreev, 
Moscow, *91. 

1 e4 eS 2 NQ Nc6 3 Bb5 Nge7 4 Nc3 g6 5 
d4 e(l4 6 Nd5 807 7 BgS h6 8 8(6 Bf6 9 im 
Kf810 Nd4 Kg7 (see diagram). 

Dreev. who Is not only a 
world-class player, but also an 
expert on the Cozio Defence to the 
Ruy Lopez says he missed while's 
next in his home analysis. He 
suggests 10-Nf5 as a possible 
Improvement. 

_ 11 Qd21! Ng8. The Idea Is 11 -KIB 12 
Qc3] Nd4 13 Qd4 Ke6 14 Bc4 d5 15 
ed.5 Kd7 16 0-0-0 with a winning 
while attack. 

12 NdS Nf613 Nc3 NhS. Even the 
sensible looking 13-Rc8 Is met by 
14 0-0-0 Ne4 15Ne4Rc4 lGNc6 
bc617Bc6! 

14 g4 QgS?? Black had to find 
14 Nf4 when he has some chances 
of surviving. By now he was 
apparently suflennglrom 
brain-damage. 

15Qg5hg516Bc6dc617ghS.(I 0)A 
piece Is a piece. 

Davangahu Datta 
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CHESS 

T he p^chologlcal Impact of an 
unagxcted move cannot be 
ovenimpAasfderf. fn (Afs mCnCa^trn? 


BWME 

T he French are among the 
flnest card-players In the 
world. Even many of their 
lesser-known players arc capable 
of producing brilliant plays. 
Today’s hero was PleiTC Adad 
playing against super-stars Paul 
Chcmla and Michel Perron In the 

Ftench nat/ona/dMs/m‘- t 


Dealer Eaal 


WEST 
a K 92 
« J 52 
« AKJ 6 
a K 53 


NORTH (dumnv) 
a 843 
« A 974 
a 01072 
a 82 


EAST 
a 1065 
V 10 

* 98543 
a 9764 


SOUTH 
a AOJ 7 

V Koees 

a 

a AQJ 10 


SOUTH NORTH 

ChemlB Perron 

1 « 2 « 

2 NT* 4 * 

6« Paas 

'inlay ortificidllryforqdmeutslam 


West, our hero, who had been 
silenced by the North-South 
gunfire, started proceedings with a 
nonnal ace of diamonds. Chcmla. 
Soulh, ntiled and laid down the 
king of hearts. When the ten 
appeared from East, Chcmla, 
desperately short of entrle.s to 
dummy, risked a finesse of the nine 
on the second round of trumps, 
which held A club to the queen lost 
to West’s king. What should West 
return now? 

A spade ret urn would make 
matters easy for South as a spade 
nifi (after a pitch on clubs) would 
set up the suit Nor does it help to 
return a pjissive club or trump for 
declarer can draw the outstanding 
trump, pitch dummy's spades on 
clubs and take a lulling finesse In 
spades with the last trump as the 
entry to hand to cash the set-up 
spades. Adad, West, found the only 
•return to beat t he slam—the king of 
diamonds into declarer’s known 
void with the queen staring in 
dummy! This gave declarer an easy 
eleventh trick but left him with no 
chance for a twelfth. He could not 
cash the fourth club without 
drawing trumps while alter 
drawing trumps, cashing clubs 
and taking a ruffing finesse in 
spades, he woyld have no reentry 
to hand as the second diamond ruff 
had prematurely removed the vital 
trump enliy to declarer’s hand. 



INSIDE TRACK 
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After almost 13 years in the fmt 


lane, three>time world champion 


Nelson Piquet calls it a day 


SWITCHES OFF 

R emorse, relief and a Andretti. Carlos Reutemann. Nlkl Lauda. Piquet (inset) 

sense of histoiy were GlllesVIIleneuve, Alan Jones and Jody Mrfected hie F*1 

among the emotions Scheckter have become names In the drwing ^llls during 

crowding Nelson Piquet’s record books. hla early years with 

head after he announced A long time ago. Piquet was a young man Braoham 

his retirement from the with more zest Uian anybody else In the 


R emorse, relief and a 
sense of histoiy were 
among the emotions 
crowding Nelson Piquet’s 
head after he announced 
his retirement from the 
rumble-tumble world of Formula One 
rac ing reccntiy. Remorse, because he 
would miss the people he had so dearly 
endeared himself to. Relief, because he 
would not have to prove himself over and 
over again. And finally the sense of histoiy 
because at the end of last F-1 season, he 
had been In the game for too long; nearly 13 
years. 

And with Piquet’s retirement ended 
another chapter of F-1 racing. Many of the 
people he raced with, way back in 1978. 
have faded into the mists of time. Mario 


Andretti, Carlos Reutemann. Nlkl Lauda, 
Cities Villeneuve, Alan Jones and Jody 
Scheckter have become names in the 
record books. 

A long time ago. Piquet was ayoung man 
with more zest Uian anybody else In the 
circuit. But for the last two srears or so, he 
had become an aging superstar, fighting a 
losing battle against mother nature. But, 
regardless of results and despite his fieiy 
Latino temperament. Piquet was seen as 
the last of ^ gentleman drivers, a spedes 
fast becoming extinct now. A triple World 
Champion, he provided a balance between 
the kill-all attitude of contemporaiy F-1 
racing and the bygone da 3 rs of graceful 
competing. 

Said Piquet. “I have grown too old for the 
sport. It has become a whorehouse where 
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0$aMie^ fodo titctt^ahd I ^totaSjr -K 
- can rest 

^^itdayjf^veatmmcitdda^ .v Vv 
tettipar/but^ drtvUtf Is stlU as 
.immaciilatsaseyer. “l^agehasnothbig’^ 
doMtibiqydilvli^skms.'^^yalHqpjet,'!., '■ 
wlsnM to show li to |}K)9e adio voote w 

asadiiverthatyoucannottakeawi^d. 
man's talent.” ptcpiat, adioijalms he is not 
interested to the pohdcsofF^onnitk One;'! 




oais-**as£ai8taspowible. "I^oi^'donot'- ' 
^believe me. but I hava been driving hard all 
^nQtUfebecauSelllkeit^Mththe'mom^I - 
/havetoihalMnk. thektitottonl hkvemiiny' 
llfearitf n^ltoStoess ritoningaogopd,^ 

Itove no reason to btetnF'l butforme fbnbf 

ilke hk feUoarcouitoyrnan. Etoerson 


‘1 may hate 
him as an 
individual...but^ 
as a driver 
he was the 
top of the line, 
personal 
differences 
apart” Nigel 
Mansell 



Go anywhere. Aiiy^. WthEiadeWC Whetheryou 
aretaklngaaeepwtid^mouivahroador^iphg 
downa/v^^orjustweavmgyofffwaythroughdty 
traflk-youcanrefyonttKBtideMCraiger^two 
wheelwtateries. GearedtosutxiyMowhe^ 
vehicle on Imfyn roads. 

EveryhmeiylniheextensiveEMeMXrangeisaHWe 
matvelofpaclcagedpovm, with speclafy designed 
features dm ensue optmmperibnnance. long Hlie 
utdrelMity under arduous concStlons. Bend or 
swerve,revt4Jort)rake-thetelsnosfaageanii what's 
more, disreafylowonmalntenance 
Trusted fyatt (XMsand riders dSia. 

So.goplaceswBhEddeMK 


Exii>e 

BUy EXIDE. BUY PEACE OF MIND 


F&AOVEPTISING*CHI»Oa3 
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fiad been slowly consolidating his 
t onfldenre, i tying to bring back the magic 
udiich went out with his 1987 Imola cra^ 
>Ils ex-tearmnate and arehriva] (of sorts) 
Nigel Mansell said. “It was vintage Piquet I 
may hate him as an Individual, but as a 
driver he is as good as new. It’stilce to see 
him roanng." Mansell even admitted that 
he Would miss the man. saying; ‘It will be 
dlfllcult to think that Nelson won’t be 
around racing with us. As a driver he was 
the top of the line, personal differences 
apart" 

P IQUET started his F'l careerwlth the 
Brabham team in 1978witii whom Im 
spent seven summers. His efforts earned 
him 13 wins and two titles. Tb many it may 
seem a worthy achievnnent but not for 
Piquet who shifted to the Williams team in 
19^, forwhat was then astupendous 
salary of $5 million. His move to WilliGums. 
then powered by Honda ettgines. saw him 
win seven mtneGlands RtKond the 1987 
Champion^p fta well. However, 
expolcmced watchSrs of the spcfft feel that 
Pli^et’a 1987 (jjampfenship was npt 
liBsUiled. Ifts ttireev^nstoteaminate Nigel 
iseffs five showed w(|he was hot tmto 
_HiB six consecutive sec^lgaeaftniuies 




‘When I made 
my F-1 debut, 
the seniors 
were much 
more helpful 
towards 
newcomers... 
unlike today 
when 'me, 
myself and T 
is the 
anthem" 
-Piquet 


got him the championship. For Piqu^ it 
was the start of the downhill run. 

Smce then he has had trouble keeping 
up with the front runners. Itwasa 
frustating time for a man who shares the 
record of three champlon^lps with Alahi 
Pcost, NUd Lauda. Jackie Stewart, Jatdc, 
BreUiam and Ayrton Senna, the on^man 
onthecurrenti^ tohave inorevicU»ies> 
than him. 

As Piquet eiqdalns: "I am gettmgcm in 
years. I have to exercise han^ to stay iqi 
shape.ltlslIIogioalformetoe!ven.tiytonaye 
one last fling with the top spot” Although 
39 is not old. RquetsconcttTtabotHhfeage 
fejultifledtoasportsfoeireflsm > ^ 

30 ^wai^-«ldsc(maidecthein^^ ^ 
pBifiapB,heIatoW8thetemtfo^ 
CadosReutemahnandMaiioAndrHtflMt n 
whm.a*ayoungmaml^<Iuwtgsvettiem4 « . 
haid ^ maw inyd^mtata time 

thcF'lchKultwwjam^psdcedwtMiti^ < / 
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him leani the tricks of the tmde real fast. 
“When I made my F-1 debut, the seniors 
were much more Itelpfiil lowirds the 
newcomei'sand thoiijitht more about the 
sport lnj*encrar’. siiys Mquet. “Unlike 
today when ‘me. myself and I' is the 
anth(?m.“ 

l^aminff from the ^‘iierosity of his 
seniors, he too has been helpinft the 
debutants {Onerously. And today he has a 
new prote|i>e, French F3 driver Oliver 
Beret ta. “Ailer I saw Ills driving and 
dedication. I decided fohelp. It is easier fur 
him now. I put my name on his business 
and peopie ^re Impressed,” explains liquet. 

Now>vtth retiredient looming ahead, 
what does Piquet Intend doing? “I will race 
In America", says he. "But I won't Just go 
around taxing in the sun. I have t he Job of 
the boat, I have a small crew. I do everyl hing 
myself" In fact he is looking forward to clsiys 
without the pressure of nicirtg cvciy day. As 
he puls it: "Ewn In the bad times. I had a 
very good life, because I always had to think 
about the ^ooA part of l^fe and not t he bad 
parts." Now. he feels, tiiegood part has 
arrived. 
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THE 

FEARLESSNESS 
TO QUESTION 


Telco. Where every doy 35,000 people power their 
woy 0 tittle closer to perfection A force that hos token 
on the momentum of o movement A movement fed by 
fearlessness to question. A couroge our engineers 

e shown by questioning tethnicql dotd received f<em 

< 


our colioborotors, resulting in improvements for the 
colioborotors os well. A couroge thot will see Telco 
slngfe*hondedly chqnge the face of, thh iodlo^ 
flufomo^o iiido$ffir.ii^ fvtore models. Tto iiflflftsMf & 
to qoestiOA. At t^ gf o^Hosdmeiif sotfs# 


















F or a Journalist 
who has done a 
fair bit of 
travelling, a 
tour to another country 
doesn t come as much as 
a culture shock But 
then as they say. travel is 
a great teacher Its 
lunny you know as a 
student in middle 
school. 1 had studied 
about the geography of 
Australia I could even 
name at least a dozen 
places in Australia Yet 
ask any average 
Austialian to name more 
than three Indsin cities 
and he 11 be clean 
bowled Maybe oui 
education system like 
our Cl H ket team am t 
that bad after all 
Perhaps just a few 
adjustments ought to be 
made in both c<ises 
Yet through my travels 
ovei the last three 
months in this large 
island continent I have 
made note of some of the 
stranger aspects ol 
Austi alian hie all truly 
Australian in character 
Regionalism is a 
sti ong sentiment in this 
country though unlike 
back home it stops short 
offractionalism Each 
state ft om Western 
Australia to New South 
Wales in the East has its 
own character 
You will find that 
though Australian Rules 
Fcxitball IS the thing in 
Melbourne (Vietona), 
it s not muc h of a hit in 
other parts of the 
country In Sydney (New 
South Wales) the big 
draw is the rugby leiigue 
In Adelaide (South 
Australia) basketball is 
the craze 

And all this mind you 
m a country who are the 
world champions in 
rugby union, cricket and 
hock^ These sports 
rate way down the list 
Sufllce to say that a 




colleague when in 
Adelaide, decided to suss 
out the chances of 
meeting Sir Don 
Bradman andUiattoo 
at home The taxi driver 
who took him there 
didn t know where Don 
Bradman lived but when 
given the address was 
able to Icxrate it on the 
map 

When asked who Don 
Bradman was. his reply. 
Yeah he s the guy who's 
captain of Australia I've 
watc hed him on TV 
several times He had a 
beard but has shaved it 
off Being of Greek 
origin one could excuse 
him Some Aussie lads 
who lived two houses 
away from the cricketing 
great knew where 2 
Holden Street was Yes, 
just beside their house* 
But don t ask them who 
stayed there, they had no 
clue Just another 
neighbour 

Strange? No. not so 
stiange You want to 
hear strange, then hear 
these cxldities I've picked 
up during the tour Down 
Under 

If you weren’t aware of 


some of these things, you 
might find yoursetf in a 
few messy situaticms 
down here If someone 
spoke of a barbie’, th^ 
weren’t referring to the 
doll little giiis play with, 
but rather they were 
invitlngyoutoa 
barbecue At a shopping 
centre, ifyou were 
looking for vegetables, 
look no further than the 
counter marked “vegis’ If 
someone offered you a 
tmnie you ought to be 
ready to consume a can 
of beer before you took 
up the offer, and ’stubies’ 
are not short fat men but 
small half bottles of the 
liquid that keeps many a 
gciod Aussie gomg and 
golr^ and going 

It seems everything m 
stnne (that's Australian 
for the Aussie language) 
is a short form So ifyou 
heard any of the 
commentators on 
Channel Nine 'go' (say) 

* and bear'ya that ball 
copped the stump cam.' 
he meant that the ball 
might have damaged the 
camera in the middle 
stump The Aussies love 


Australia la perhaps tha strangest cricketing 
nation...so much so that Sir Don Bradman’s 
immediate n^ghbours don’t know much about 
him 


NO 10^//; 







to cut things down for 
convenience 
Why. even ifyou 
worked in an office where 
dress codes are adhered 
to stnet^. no problem if 
on a hot day you felt more 
comfortable in shorts 
Something known as 
‘dress shorts’ are 
available and are very 
common Sodori’tbe 
shocked ifyou see a guy 
weanng shorts, a dress 
shirt and a tie Of course 
this comes in handy 
because most 
fitness conscious 
Aussies use theur lunch 
breaks to pop across 
from the office for a bit of 
exercise a run or a swim 
or a workout at a gym 
Need one add that, 
most of the blokes prefer 
to go for a piss’, (pardon 
me. I didn’t mean to be 
offensive) but that's 
'strine' for ‘gomg for a 
drink,' or, ‘a booze’ And 
be careful If someone 
suggested after a 'night 
on the piss' that th^ 
were going to ‘a meat 
market’ There aren’t any 
butcher shops open at 
that time of the night 
But there are joints of 
ill-repute where you 
could, ifyou so desired, 
go shopping, for other 
kinds of flesh 
And ifyou are not into 
window shopping of that 
nature, then how about a 
quiet dlimer? 1 would 
recommend a special 
Aussie style 

seven-course dinner It’s 
made up of a ‘six-pack’ (a 
carton of six Fosters' 
beers) and one meat 
pie oftheeatlng 
variety. But don’t go to 
this sea-side restaurant 
on Sydn^’s famous 
Bondi beach Th^ don't 
list Fosters beer, on their 
wine list 

And that’s like an Indian 
cricket team without 
Sachin Tendulkar. 
Unimaginable 
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M CMnd, our uMohN MbontoiiM an 
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w9m mm iM iROK Oni6RIII0 flOMO 


Succaaa under stnas Is key to the da> 
valopnNnt of naw technology and the 
most crWcal input Is the rIdM's connnent 
of the machine’s paifonnance.Nooomp- 
oler model or «dnd tunnel/laboraloiy tests 
ean npdcato the torturous enghw punish¬ 
ment on the tnck, to test the final proof of 
dN stmtiglh or weAness of an oU. 

IMrol luhriGaids an used wotldeMa 
ujf cnwnpiiMi ihio ww. m riqii ony 
Canni Super TT oien you fNe Mena- 
Senal tsohnofogy and quaMy for your 


teyoitlioha enginae. 

WiNllNr KIs a VMNhior Ksfoasridyou 
tide, or a BaM. or Sunld or Vespa, you 
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The purists may be apalled, but the 1992^^ World CSwpjh^ ahpwh that^ f' 
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SPORTSWORLD KODAK PHOTO FEATURE 
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His bowling, his batting, his captaincy ... 
Pakistan couldn’t have giHie so tar without 
the all^und skills of Imran Khan 







Andrew Hudson and his fellow South 
Africans have every reason to feel cheated 
out of a World Cup final berth, thanks to the 
strange rain rules 
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Wasim Akram learns at the taet of the master. 


.Imran Khan 


World Cup moments... 













The sheer sthletieisiii of Chris Lewis has 
been a boost for Engiand’s World Cup campaign 



Gooch (seen here with DeFrettas) must get 
full credit for nursing an injury-ridden team 
through an arduous month of cricket 
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BY ANDY O BRIEN. MELBOURNE 


f f ^^^^SC^ORRO- 

^ V ■ VWwlllbe 
fine, with 
temperatu 
res in the 
^■ia high 

twenties, and It wiU not rain, not 
even for two overs.” The Melbourne 
weather bureau issued that 
promise confidently on the eve of 
the World Cup final. But given the 


T 


It was no surprise. 

Much of the talk over the 
previous few days was of rain; the 
effect It was having on the outcome 
of this World Cup. And so 


King Imran la all smiles as he 
holds the World Cup. In 
the background is former 
cricketing great, Tony Greig 












meteorological madness that you got the impression t hat 

generally passes for a climate in whoever won the tossattheMCG 

Melbourne, all hands kept their would bat first, lest he risk the fate 


fingers crossed. It was a sad 
commentary on World Cup 


that befell Kepler Wcssels a few 
days before. 


proceedings that the weather had In fact the omens seemed to be in 

come to be regarded as the most Pakistan's favour right from the 

crucial ingredient In the bulld-up start. A student of history. Imran 

to the show-piece showdown. But Khan believes that his favourite 


given the controversial 
Circumstances in which both 


subject does have this habit of 
repeating Itself. Recalling that no 


finalists.Paklstan and England. team had won a World Cup final 

won their way through to the final, batting second, he decreed that his 


talented batting Ilne-up would 
take first strike against a bowling 
attack which was not exceptional, 
but effective throughout this 
tournament. 

With Pakistan two wickets down 
and the only two men to have 
featured in all five World Cups 
somewhat bogged down, the Union 
Jack waving fans decided to 
compete with Melbourne’s weather 
men. and raised placards saying 
'Weather forecast: England reigns 
soon.” But the vagaries of one-day 
cricket can be as bafiling as that of 
a Melbourne autumn. 

Graham Gooch had done a 
superb job transforming England 
into a professional disciplined 
side. Being organised, it is called. 
Gooch is a classic professional, 
hard nosed and driven by 
responsibility; characteristics he 
has transplanted Into his team. So 
when Pakistan finished with 249 In 
their allotted overs, the 87,182 
spectators that had flocked to the 
MCG and the millions watching the 
telecast thought they had a match 
on their hands. 

The crowd was clearly divided in 
their support. The many English 
people who live in Melboume 
joined their vocal breathren who 
had travelled the seas with their 
Union Jacks, coloured faces and 
beer bellies, to support their 
Queen, country and team. Of 
course the Australians, having 
formally declared their cricket 
season closed when they bowed 
out of the tournament five days 
before the grand finale of the 
cricket season, were to provide the 
tilt in the balance. 

Pro-republican politics 
combined with anti-British 
sentiments and insults to the 
dueen and their repercussions had 
all built up a tremendous 
anti-pommie fever in Australia. 


PAK! 


I|is0i^ by;%eir skipper Imran Khan, 

back to grab the Work 
.fancied England 
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Blit after Imran had savaged the 
organisation of the cup. It was 
expected that England would be 
the favoured team. Yet. when Beely 
Botham—defender of his Queen 
and countty—who had the 
previous evening walked out of an 
ofnclal World Cup dinner in protest 
against a comedian 'taking oiT on 
the Queen, was given caught 
behind for a duck, a huge roar of 
elation exposed the majority's 
allegianee. 

Af^ter Mustaq Ahmed, reared at 
the Abdui Qadir school of 
deportment and who none the less 
possesses many of his master's 
skills, ripped through the heart of 
the England bat ling in the form of 
Graham Gooch, it seemed only a 
mat ter of time that Pakistan would 
dispatch the English 
professionals. Just as they had 
done the Kiwi romantics. 

Any remaining bulldog 
s(ublx)niess the English batsman 
had was tamed by the niagnlflcent 
Waslm Akram. the wayward 
genius who, though cursed by the 
confines of one day crlckt;!. is still 
the game's mo.sl dangerous 
wrecker. As Imran said after the 
great vict(‘ry, "1 believe that you 
have to use your strengths. Ifyou 
have super fast bowlers, then u.se 
them and not medium pacers who 
('an bat a bit. Hiave always 
maintained that attack in the form 
of going for I he wickets is t he best 
way to play one day cricket." 


It was a sad commentary- on World 
Cup proceedings that the weather 
had come to be regarded as a 
crucial ingredient in the build-up 
to the show-piece showdown 


With two beauties that cut back 
olTthe wicket, Akram sent many 
English supporters scurrying back 
t o I he safety of the bars on 
Melbourne's F'llnders Street where 
they had been celebrating hours 
prior to 1 he start of the match. 

In walked, yet another of 
England's bits-and-pieces 
I'rickelers: Dermot Reeve. 
Unfortunately, he wasn't equipped 
enough to play the superhuman 
role a Hollywood actor with a 
similar surname had played on the 
silver screen. It was only a 
formality and a matter of time 
before Imran Klian. watched by the 
cricket ing world—and apparently 
also his World Cup girlfriend, the 
blonde Angela O'Donoghue—^had 
his .sturdy hands around the 
fragile crystal lhai symbolised 
world supremacy. 

The team, lhai only two weeks 
earlier, wen^ as their captain put it 
"at the rock bottom in morale" had 
climbed back out of the cotfin and 
was now at the receiving end of 
resurrected glory. And as Imran 
Imran and his teammates In a 
relaxed mood during a warm-up 
a day before the final 


spoke at the post match Press 
conference, the song and dance of 
the Pakistan dressing room could 
be heard clearly through the 
corridors of the magnificent MCG. 
Even the eloquent Imran could not 
put into words what was 
happening back home. "It's 
unimaginable to you,” he said 
referring to the celebrations In 
■ Pakistan which defied the general 
; atmosphere of austerity which 
marks the Islamic nation in the 
month of Ramzan. 

And jret it was a success, a 
trlunH>h that deserved every bit of 
, ' - the wild celebration. 

Thattheiv 'went no 
champagne bottles 









popped at the MCG that night was 
only due to religious restrictions; to 
emotions there were no such 
barriers. Imran described It as the 
‘ultimate thing in the twilight of my 
career’ and did not hesitate to add 
that he was "terribly tempted to 
call it a day at the moment. I have 
achieved all that I wanted to,” but 
his obsession with raising funds 
for his cancer hospital allows the 
cricket fan to continue to enjoy the 
great allrounder's cricketing 
brilliance. 

On great occasions, great men 
rise like rich cream to the tdp. 
riding their talent . their 
eiqierience. their inspiration, their 
n«ve. and ifnecessaiy. tjieir luqk. 


It’s called class. And Imran Khan 
has it. The World Cup was for him a 
personal triumph J ust as it was ”joy 
for so many people back home who 
don’t have any happiness in their 
lives.” 

The team, almost hand picked by 
Imran himself, always had the 
talent, but their early World Cup 
performances had brought the 
critics out in search of Imran’s 


In India, we have the taleni and we 
have a better cricket set-up and 
conditions than Pakistan. Yet 
Pakistan came on top. Maybe it 
has somethins to do with spirit; 
the unselfish determination to 
fight to the bitter end for team and 
country 


head. “1 go for guys if they have 
guts. Even if thqr happen to be a 
little less than others on the 
talent”. Imran explained about his 
method of selecting the national 
team from coaching camps. But 
even Imran admitted that after 
their loss to South Africa it "was 
really bad because the youngsters 
had lost all confidence. So 1 told 
them look here, let’s forgci what 
has happened. We have nothing to 
lose, so let’s go out there, relax 
enjc^ ourselves, play at out best 
and fight all the way. And-that’s 
what we have done.” 

His young team had been 
criticised as being uncoordinated 
In fielding, inconsistent in the 
















I ^ 


m 


f 


"H|i; 


■4;. if 


1*1 am 
a &-'M Itr:* 


"I ' 


HPF metis the entire demand for mtdicjl 
X-ray film in India Every radiologist and 
rtftrring doclor user, some grade of INDU 
X-ray film lor purposes ranging from cfiest 
X-rays to CT scans HPE thus has a huge 
customer list, and has seen remarkable 
giovvth in all activities. Its products include 
cino film, medical imaging film, and colour 
and black and whita film. Its new plant to 
manufacture polytsttr-based mtdical X-ray 
film in coHaboratiot^ with DuPont is coming up. 


HPF lonkw s#t for an tven mora succtssful 
future. 


MNDU/ 

HINDUSTAN PHOTO FILMS 
MFG CO. LTD. 


mch 



















batting and erratic in the bowling. 
Elven through their victories in the 
tournament, Pakistan remained 
themselves: a rabble with the 
exception of their imperious 
captain. In line with the cultural 
gap, jt seemed to many people in 
Australia, the Pakistanis 
conducted their cricket on another 
plane so that Western logic 
could not be applied against It. At 
times thQ^ seemed to have no 
direction yet they were brilliantly 
cunning. 

When Imran and his team 
arrived in Australia, i hey played 
Victoria at a small suburb of 
Melbourne and when young 
Australian hope Darron Lehmann 
walked on to bat there were two 
gullies on immediately. IVo men 
lurked at deep square for the 
talented Darren Ramshaw. 
Lehmann is notorious for slashing 
to gully; Ramshaw has been 
known to hook in the air. But the 
Pakistanis had scon neither player 
before. There is a lesson In it '' 
somewhere for those who thought 
Imran's outfit to be uncoordinated. 
Imran was able to Joke about this 
after the final when a journalist 
inquired about the way the 
Pakistanis played. 

"You are meaning, disorganised, 
aren't you?" he said laughing. And 
yet even in the final they had their 
tactics all worked out. Questioned 
about the period when he and 
Javed put the MCG scorer to sleep. 
Imran responded that it was part of 
the game plan. “We knew that the 
Englishmen knew how to use the 
hard new ball well. So we decided 
that we would have to use our 
experience to get rid off the shine so 
that our younger talented and 
stroke-playing batsmen would be 
protected for 1 he later part of the 
Innings to get quick runs." 

And that's what happened. 

Uncapped in Test sand 
unknown before this tournament, 
the 22-year-old Inzamam-ul-Haq 
has the talent to lay waste any 
attack. In this World Cup he did 
precisely thaUeavlng the road for 
the other sidekicks to ride Into 
town with the flag. Imran Khan had 
claimed that Haq was the finest 
talented stroke maker in the world. 
That he is as natural and gifted as a 
jroung Vtv Richards, and on the 
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inzaman ul*Haq did the star-turn 
for Pakistan both in the 
semi-finals and the final 


Any remaining bulldog 
stubborness the English batsmen 
had was tamed by the magnificent 
Wasim Akram, the wayward genius 
who, though cursed by the 
confines of one day cricket, is still 
the game’s most dangerous 
wrecker 


same lofty plan as Sachin 
Tendulkar. Early in the 
tournament it .seemed just another 
Imran justifications for a selection 
he had made. But after what 
Haq—who Imran says many 
underestimated because he was 
too fat—has shown, who can now 
take issue with Imran? 

Even the poison-quilled 
Pakistani journalists were 
scurrying for cover. 1 laving for long 
been at the receiving end of their 
criticism—which intensified to the 
point of questions being raised 
about Imran's continuation as 
captain in the early part oLthe 
World Cup—Imran refers to the 
Pakistani press as "Jackals". 

"Where arc the Jackals who wait 
behind bushes to pounce on me. 
Where are they now?" he asked. 
Yes indeed where were they? 
Throughout the tournament there 


were only a couple of Pakistani 
journalists present. For the final 
only five seats were reserved for 
Pakistani Journalists in the press 
box. At the post final press 
conference, with the entire world's 
cricketing press in attendance, 
there was only one journalist from 
the champion nation—-and he is a 
known Imran sympathiser. 

Imran has been criticised for his 
ignorance of domestic cricket in 
Pakistan, having not played there 
for years. But now that he has the 
up^r hand he hopes “to get the 
patron of the board, that is the 
president of the country, to 
reorganise the domestic set-up. 
not only limiting it to banks or two 
cities." Having long been a believer 
that there is no projjer cricket 
set-up in Pakistan Imran with the 
World Cup under his belt, is now 
prepared to call the shots. 

"We have the talent." “With our 
talent it should have bt*en a 
India-Pakistan final." he said, 
while appealing to Indians to 
support Pakistan in the final since 
they represented the 
sub-continent. Asia and a 
non-white nation. Maybe in the 
aftermath of Sharjah there were 
not too many takers in India for 
Imran's plea. But maybe in 
Pakistan's success, there Is an 
answer to the Indian team's poor 
performances. 

In India we too have the talent 
and we have a better cricket set up 
and conditions than Pakistan. Yet 
Pakistan came out on tops. Maybe 
it is something to do with spirit; the 
unselfish determination to fight to 
the bitter end for team and 
country. 

Maybe therein lies the answer to 
many of the seemingly 
unbelievable come-from-behlnd 
wins In Sharjah. After Imran had 
called this World Cup a farce, he 
was asked by an Indian Journalist 
Tf this is a farce, then what aboirt 
Sharjah?" That was the only time 
in those few happy days that Imran 
seemed to lose control of his 
composure. He rudely replied. "I 
don't think you are a journalist." 
before changing the topic. 

Yet. at the end of it all. while we in 
India still lament and debate what 
would and could have been. 
Pakistan rule the world! # 
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ROM out of nowhere, and 
without everbeingseriousfyinthe 
reckoning, I^ikistan found their 
way into the finals and South 
Africa into the semis. The two sides 
that were supposed to reach the 
last four stage, India and Australia, 
got stuck somewhere along the 
line. There is going to he a lot ofsoul 
searching tn this country and 
Down Under. Australia had shown 
over the last couple of years that an 
assiduotis manager and a cajiable 
captain could do wonders with an 
average side. Simpson and Border 
are presently wondering what hit 
them. During the same period, 
India was busy entertaining all 
who cared to turn up. with the most 
swashbuckling cricket seen since 
VictorTrumpci waltzed down the 
wicket to Wilfred Rhodes. 

That they kept losing matches, 
which could and should have been 
won. made little dillerencc. "Jolly 
good for cricket ” they all said in 
England last year as Kapil Dev 
smote four consecutive sixes to 
save the follow-on, India, the nice 
guys, lost another game, but boy, 
oh boy, what a way to save the 
follow-on. 

Yet the other glamour boys of 
cricket. Pakistan, wandered into 
the linals, pushed along by their 
belle fin their own ability' 
(Inxamam-ul-Haq is a better player 
than Tendulkar is the kind of 
evaluation which breeds 
conlldence) and some 

clo.sr lo-dMne intervention. But to 
be fair. Imran's presence has 
contrlbuied somuch. that a 
Pakistan side without him vi'ill be 
lost for at least a season or two. 

Imran is i lut only a good captain, 
he Isa lucky captain and a team can 
ask for no more from a leader. He 
nearly lost the game against New 
Zealand with his hesitant crawl at 
the crease and a bowling spell of 10 
overs which cost 59 runs. 
Inzamam-ul-Haq (whose name in 
case you are interested means 


IMIUlliABIHIDtl 
LUCKY CAPTAIN 



Led ably by Imran, Pakistan got It ail 
together at the right time 

merged with truth') saved his 
skipper and the day. Naturally. 
Miandad was there throughout the 
crucial period, and one often 
wonders whether the Pakistanis 
truly appreciate his contribution 
which has been so liberal, but 
always under the shadow of the 
mighty Khan. 

Speaking relatively, one of the 
major disappointments of the 
World Cup had been Wasim 
Akram, and it is fortunate that 
AaquibJaved has emerged as a 
front line bowler. Mushtaq will 
always trouble those who play horn 
within the crease, but in a 
limited-overs game the Pakistani 
bowling could be found wanting as 


was amply demonstrated by Crowe 
and Rutherford during the middle 
game. The eventual total of 262 
would have been a winning score 
on the larger Australian grounds, 
but as Moln Khan found to his 
delight a small ground and a gale 
force wind can do wonders even to 
mishits. 

In Sydney. South Africa, much 
relieved after the recent 
referendum at home, took on 
Bn^and. On a cloudy afternoon, 
with a real threat ofrain;Wessels 
had to make a tough decision. To 
bat first on a Itvqfy wicket or juay 
fortherain tostayoff. In retrospect 
he got it vmmg. for it did rain 
exactfy when it was not required for 
South Afotca. On the other hand, 
with DeFreitas wobbling the ball 
around It is unlikely that the Soutii 






African batsmen would have taken 
away the inltiabve from the highly 
professional English seam attack. 
The South Africans were 
enthusiastic and in their 
over-excitement both Donald and 
Pringle bowled fast but wide. And 
when their quota was over. Hick 
with some middle order support, 
did much as he wished with the 
bowling, now down to club level 
standard. A total of252In 45 overs 
(23 extras) was never going to be 
easy and it was a remarkable effort 
that South Attica had England 
seriously worried (though I do not 
think they would have quite made 
it) till it mined, and there arose 
another ludicrous situation. 

I have no Idea whose brilliant 
mind thought up this ridiculous 
rule, but the organisers are not to 
be solely blamed. The rules were 
sent to all participating 
countries and 

scrutinised by their technical,, 
committees and nobody thought of 
complaining then. Another matter 
which will have to be considered at 
length concerns a fundamental 
premise: How can there be a 
uniionn World Cup. with its 
records, statistics etc. when 
playing conditions have changed 
from country to country. In 
England it is 60 overs, in India 50. 
with provision to play the next day 
if necessary, and in Australia It is 
played at nif^t with a white ball 
and a regrettable rule when min 
curtails play. These are matters for 
the Boards to ponder. 

As far as Pakistan was 
concerned, this was more than a 
game of cricket. Imran Khan and 
Pakistani cricket (it Is easy to get 
conhised between the two) had 
loftier and more noble designs, 
thanJust the World Cup. A win 
here meant a large inflow of dollars 
for the cancer hospital, and a 
Itmger lease for the 
commander-in-chiefof a 
hand-picked side which owes 
personal allegiance to the leader. It 
is a v^ll known fact that the 
Pakistani sports press cannot 
stomach what it gets from Immn, 
who has openly and consIsMttfy 
been dismissive ofhis home/ness. 


considering the ]ounialists to be 
Ignorant (about the game) with 
hi^ty inflated egos with little to no 
ii^uence among the readers. In 
Sharjah these scribes were 
gleefully sharpening their knives 
in the early part of the tournament 
as Pakistan fumbled around like a 
bunch of schoolboys led by an 
ageing schoolmaster. Well, the 
knives were sheathed pretty quick 
as once again Pakistan defied logic 
and beat the odds. 

Much the same happened in 
Melbourne, except that here 
Pakistan took on a solid 
professional side and beat it 
convincingly with a iiiLkI ure of 
talent and enthusiasm, tempered 
most importantlv with some 
discipline. The discipline came 
from the two most expenenced 
players in the entire competition, 
as Immn and Miandad held the 
middle order together and, at the 
right moment gave way to Haq and 
Akrarn to set England a tough total. 
Enf^and was clearly not up to it 
(the only person who remained 
hopeful of an English victory till the 
second last over was David Cower 
in the commentators box) as 
Pakistan with only 3 effective 
bowlers wrapped up this game 
most convincingly. Akram at last 
bowled fast and swung the ball and 
with tvm devastating deliveries 
destroyed the middle order. 
Meanwhile, Mushtaq was making 
life complicated for Hick and other 
Englishmen who carmot 
I remember the last time they played 
a leg spinner in the domestic 
circuit. Quite htbngly. Imran took 
the final wicket and as far as the 
World Cup is concerned, the final 
bow. 

The Indians who were watching 
the latter part ofthe competition on 
theirTVsets. instead of playing in 
it, are presently hi the time 
honoured process of parking the 
blame as far away as possible. 
Azharuddin has made the same 
mistake that Vengsarkardid by 
blaming his team and not himself. 
This is not a very endearing 
attitude, and it may well cost him 
the captaincy. 

There is not a grea t deal of 


difference in character between 
Indians and Pakistanis, and a 
mild, democratic, consaisus 
seeking captain is hardly Ideal to 
weld a number of individuals into a 
cohesive unit. Hopefully in the 
hiture,Indian captains '^ll 
remember that being liked by 
members of the team for their 
press) Is Irrelevant. The idea is to be 
respected and for that you must be 
tough and honest to yourself as 
well as to each member of side. • 
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T I lERt has dlwayb been an 

eternal fn shnesis a 
fiaipty ascnseoffiin 
enjoynunt and (hallenge 
about I’akist in sbattinf^and 
bowling (hat hasattiibuted 
box ollirt ipptal towards i( 
rronithi davsofMianS.ictd the 
first unoltli lal c apt on ol Pakistan 
to the (h uisinatic Imran Khan the 
tt am s overall have bei n 
tntiItaiiK rssupreme \ct 
impt rt able spoilsmen expie ssing 
marvellous eye inslmt live timing 
bilanct ikxibk wilsts nimble 
tootwork bac kt d by a c ompk te 
ai nioury of stroke s support eel 
with a rare capacity lot audae lous 
improvisations 
Na/ar Mohammad MaqseKxl 
Ahmed Initia/Ahmed Waqer 
Hassan and Hanif Mohammad ol 
the earlier days andMushtaq 
Mohammad Majid Khan Asil 
Iqbal 7dhtcr Abbas of the 
foi mat ivc yeai s and Imran Khan 
JaveelMiandad Salim Malik of 
theeunenleiop portray the trails 
ofall those batsmen plus some of 
the ir own All have had years of 
classy cricket andaR never 
wanting in giving theii best 
All of the m epitomised 
greatness In then own way Some 
plexldlngto unimaginable heights 
some stroking it to immoitalily Yet 
othe 1 s like Zahe er Abbas Asif Iqbal 
and Majiel Khan biought to the 
game a degree ol individualism 
stamped with thorough 
pi I sonalilies hitherto not seen on 
the (rickel Held Waseem Raja s 
b* avado and boistenty lilted the 
spii Its now and then but never the 
team And time and again tour 
alter toi ir the waywardness and 
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inability’ to rise to the occasion 
burled the talent and the team 
under heaps of unmentionables. 

Apd then came Imran along with 
Javed Miandad and followed here 
and then by the magician Abdul 
Qadlr. Flayers of exceptional 
ability, talent and above all, 
commitment. These three 
demonstrated traits of dexterity, 
durability and defiance. Javed 
Miandad expressed a clear case of 
a batsman's inhumanity to a 
bowler: Imran Khan, thorough 
professional, always in command, 
trying to give his 100%. certainly a 
player's captain: Abdul Qadlr. 
all guile, disguised in modesty off 
the field, tigerish clowning on the 
field. Yet all three were parts of a 
whole, somehow unbalanced and 
disfigured due to failure of 
judgement at times, through 
unwarranted patronage on other 
occasions. 

But Imran Khan’s being at the 
helm of alTalrs. especially in the 
field, brought about a change of 
attitude and application by the 
players who, under his steely-eyed 

supervision, never lost sight of the 
goal—winning. The English lour of 
1982wasanear-lhlng. the 1983 
World Cup a disappointment. But 
harmony was being achieved, and 
the 1987 series wins in India and 
England vindicated Imran's elTorts. 

However, both these triumphs 
paled before that semi-final 
disaster of the 1987 Reliance 
World Cup. Imran retired, but 
returned. And now stands on the 
threshold of a remarkable sporting 
career spanning nearly 20 years of 
top-class cricket. 

Never the one to give in. Imran 
presentty has a team of dedicated 
players; some individually 
brilliant, some brilliantly 
individual. But it is because of him 
that Pakistan now has a team rich 
in spirit. He has blended them 
together, making them fire on all 
cylinders together. Tactically a 
deep thinker, and a highly 
intelligent man, Imran does what 
he thinks best: emd hang the 
consequences. Anyone who'leads 
Pakistan has a veiy difficult Job: 


while the side is winning the 
captain and players are 
hero-worshipped: lose and the 
dream world crashes all around. 

And unless you are a strong 
character, as well as really a top 
notch player, you are courting a 
hard time when the wheels come 
down. Imran always led from the 
front, under trying and testing 
conditions and batted and bowled 
well under pre,ssure. Imran Is a 
general, fearing no one. caring not 
if he trod heavily on toes from top to 
bottom. He has done it. moulding 
the Pakistan team into a 
tremendous fighting unit; a fact 
proved by making it to the finals of 
the 1992 World Cup. alter winning 
only a single match from their first 
five outings. 

Javed Miandad is a ccHnplete 
anti-thesis to Imran Khan; full of 
showmanship and guts. It always 
appeared as if the bat was a part of 
his nervous system, and his overall 
batting was sculptured! Eveiy 
stroke of his was a complete 
statement, he is never one to win a 
popularity contest, such is his 
needling and continual gesturing 
while batting and fielding. But he 
always met the bowlers head-on: a 
master technician, attended to the 
particular, and never lost si^t of 
the context.. .and that meant 
pla 3 dng for Pakistan, and winning. 
And since his debut, he has won 
the day for Pakistan more than 
once, not only through sheer 
professionalism, but with a 
faultless flow of stroke-making: so 
beautiful in its construction that it 
appeared as if he had willed the ball 
to places. 

But brilliance always also brings 
in'inconsistency, and 
unpredictable performances 
follow. Salim Malik is one such 
case: a cricketer endowed with 
exceptional natural talent, yet of 
late burdened under a spell of low 
scores. Neat, wrlsty. nimble of feet, 
Salim Malik has so much time to 
play his strokes that it appears at 
times as if the ball had slopped in 
mid-air. His bat always seemed to 
be the talking, knows where the 
field is set. and adjusts the shots 


' accordingly. A pleasant sight of' 
snlooth, c^culated. timing to 
perfection. His stroke-play at limes 
is prosaic to the point of historical 
understatement. 

Others are no less talented or 
established; some being able to 
shave-olT the edges to their batting 
and bowling through guidance, 
some being able to overcome their 
'talent' inadequacy through 
motivation and enthusiasm. 

Rameez Raja, simply through 
dedication and discipline, attained 
a perfection that gave him mastery 
over every type of bowling. 

And then others came about; 
younger, zealous and simply out of 
this world; playing Test cricket 
before taking the first class field. 
Zahid Fazal. inzamamul Haq. 
Mushtaq Ahmed. Moin Khan and 
Waseem Akram along with Aaqib 
Javed. form a team that has more 
‘what's his name* in the team then 
established stars. All had thenatural 
ability to put it together, but lacked 
the direction. Imran did just that, 
and now Pakistan has a team of 
youthful 'warriors', transformed 
Into fighters while their talents are 
yet to be honed. Calm, measured 
contributions have been made by 
them all, under varying conditions 
ihrough positive stroke-play, an 
ideal compliment to their efforts. 
Inzamamul Haq's innings at 
Auckland an apt description of 
felicillous stroke-play. 

And in bowling. Waseem Akfam, 
Aaqib Javed. Mushtaq Ahmed, 
express a honed-up ability of tight, 
crisp bowllr^. While Waseem and 
Aaqib Javed bowl jolting, 
short-pitched, difficult-to-stroke 
bowling. Mushtaq spins a web of 
chains around the totsmen. Moin 
Khan guards his stumps while 
batting, and helps the bowlers and 
fielders uproot them later on. All in 
all. a fine blend of youth and > 
experience that stakes claim td be 
the best in the world. 

And all this is due to one man. 
Imran Khan: majestic, poised, ’ 
assured, a devastating amalgain of 
that physical and mental ' **' 

attributes that make up a great 
player. • 
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I N England, the expression 
“Essex man’ has come to 
mean a fly t^-nlght guy out 
to make a quick hue k 
probably at some shady business 
In the city 

England’s own t ileketing Essex 
man is nothing of the kind and 
now. as Graham G*mx h r aptain of 
both Essex and England 
contemplates retliement within a 
year he t lUi also say with pride that 
he has put the national team back 
at the top aftt r years In the 
doldrums 

Gooch whose solemn face 
under that dominant moustache 
has been a symbol of Er^land s 
lighting spint in the past dc*eade is 
less like an Essex man of legend 
thcui it Is possible to 
imagine 1 le believes in hard work 
in large doses of regular prac tice. In 
team spirit—learnt in training 
sessions with his favourite football 
team West Ham—and In full-time 
dedicated professionalism 
When he tcxik charge of England 
he found another like soul Mic ky 
Stewart the team manager and 
(oach who had wanted to put such 
principles into practice 
throughout his time with the team 
but had been thwarted as one 
c aptain after another had 
preterred a moi e c asual approach 
Disc ipline tcx> had been at an 
all time low and the 1990 rebel 
tour to South Aft lea had splnted 
away half a do^en of England s 
finest players 

ticxx h knew only one way to c lire 
the problem He had been brought 
up In the East End of London. Imew 
whei e poverty lay even if it did not 
direc tly afiei t his own family and 
even as a teenager had pieferred to 
finish his apprenticeship In an 
englneenng lac toiy rather than 
risk a c ric ket c areer without a 
trade behind him So he and 
Stewart called in another batsman 
with a famous regard for both hard 
work and praetK e England s 
recently retired GeolTBoycott and 
the three devised a training course 
specially adapted to tit players for 
the upcoming tour of West indies 
It was tough but it worked and 
although England fared badly in 
the Caribbean tour of1990. they 


won the first Test and broke a long 
sequence of dominance by West 
Indies under Viv Richards and 
Clive Lloyd 1 he reason for the loss 
of two Tests at the end of the trip is 
clear Gooc h was missing with a 
broken bone in his hand 
'Two successes against New 
Zealand and India followed in the 
English summer of 1990 as young 
players like Gus Fraser the fast 
medium bowler and Robin Smith 
the middle order batsman began to 
establish their placre m the i>ide 
Gooch and Stewart expected to 
c onsolidate the improv ement with 
an Ashes success in Austfalia and 
might have done so if Gooc h had 
not missed the first two Tests after 
a cut in his hand turned septic 
It seemed foi a while that worst 
days of the 1980s had returned In 


that time not a single great young 
English player emerged! more than 
70 players were used in as many 
Tests as the selectors under 
England s greatest captain Peter 
May made wholesale changes 
aftei defeats by West Indies and 
when tactics seemed to be a matter 
of whim rather than reason 
But it was against West Indies 
that Gooch and Stewart finally 

The changing fa(»i of Gooch: in 
good times and bad he’s been there 
for England 









Graham Gooch has given the 
not-too-complimentary tag of‘Essex Man’ 
an entirely new meaning with his 
excellent handling of the English cricket team 


convinced ihemselves, their 
players and the paying public that 
En^and could be great ^ain. The 
World Cup success of the last 
month was bom last summer 
when they fought a 2-2 draw as 


Richards completed his last tour; 
and perhaps as important, that 
series saw the re-emergence of Ian 
Botham as a force in English 
cricket. 

Gooch, who had despaired of 


David Gower, the most brilliant 
player of the era. after an incident 
In Australia in 1991 when he hired 
a plane to fly over England’s match 
against Queensland, needed 
another man from his own 
generation both to offer advice and 
add uplift in the dressing room. 

Botham was his obvious choice. 
But he too had been out of favour; 
he was In his middle tliirties and 
not in such good shape as he had 
beeji after a back operation tliat 
threalened his career and a 
flirtation wit h t he show business 



side of cricket that threatened his 
waistline. 

The return of But ham, who was 
flown out to the World Cup after 
appearing in a pantomime, 
marked the final stage of Gooch’s 
rebuilding of England. It also 
brought him a new opening 
partner, but one who made him feel 
comfortable. 

Strangely enough, lioiham is the 
one man in his team he allows 
latitude in the hani work and 
practice routine. Botham trains 
when he wishes but Gooch will 
settle for that—as he scltlfd for 
Gower's eccentric altitude towards 
nets—because he recognises that 
he and Botham are at the end of 
their careers. ‘There’s not much oil 
left in the can when you reach my 
age” he is apt to remind his 
questioners as his 39th birthday 
nears and “I won't be here for the 
next World Cup unless they have a 
senior citizens section.” 

More's the pity, for he has driven 
England to success when they 
seemed to be set fora permanent 
place at the bottom of the world 
ratings. Essex man has done it all 
by hard work and the good news for 
England is that they are about to 
appoint Kel(h Fletclier. Gooch’s 
mentor and his predecessor as 
Essex captain, to be England 
coach when Stewart quits In 
August. • 
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S OUTH AFRICA’S leading 
batsman Peter Kirsten 
may well have been 
annoyed. He might have 
wondered why the decision to 
name the New Zealand captain 
Marlin Crowe, as (he player of the 
World Cup. was made even before 
the final line-up was known, in 
fact, the keys to the gorgeous 
Nissan sports car were handed 
over to the Benson & Hedges 
champion, .soon after New 2^aland 
had bowed out of the tournament, 
losing to Pakistan at Eklen Park. 

But would there have been any 
Justinration to Kirsten's ~ 
annoyance? Surely not. Many 
followers of the World Cup felt, 
Crowe deserved the car and the 
title even if he had not scored a 
single run in ihe tournament. The 
engaging, buoyant Kiwi deserved 
the award merely because of the 
strange twist he gave to the 
tournament—which could 
probably have far reaching 
repercussilons on one-day cricket 
In the future. 

Burdened with an inexperienced 
team, his own struggling form and 
low morale, Crowe revelled in the 
challenge, treating the World Cup 
as if it were his university thesis. 
The Kiwi skipper did extensive 
research on every team, and 
painstakingly worked out which of 
his bowlers could contain the 
varying batsmen of the opposition. 
Indeed, Crowe played, and won. 
the first mind game of the 
tournament long before a ball was 
bowled. He decided to identify New 
Zealand’s opponents, only by the 
colours of their uniforms rather 
than by their names. 'Hiis was to 
dehumanise them, to defuse the 
power of legendary reputations for 
his young and very unsure side. 

And it worked—God, he went 
through every colour, till Pakistan 
in light green put an end to it all. 

The unusual tactics that Crowe 
used, added enormously to this 
World Cup, whether it was opening | 
the batting with the burly, 
maniacal Mark Greatbatch or 
allowing little Oipak Patel and his 

Martin Crowe snuggles up to wifa 
gimone 







MARTIN CROWE 



Ima^native in his captaincy and consistent in his batting, Martin 
Crowe proved,without doubt, that he was the player of the 

tournament 


tight off-spin to open the bowling. It 
showed how much adventurous 
thinking Crowe and coach Warren 
Lees had put Into their World Cup 
campaign. Instead of using 
bowlers In five over spells, ususally 
the standard in one-day cricket. 
Crowe used them in two or three 
over spells, auditioning bowlers as 
if he were a Broadway director 
choosing his chorus line. And they 
all performed the same 
act—bowling right-arm, gentle 
medium-pace. But both the pace, 
and the plc^ of shock use, 
prevented batsmen from settling 
into a groove. As Allan Border put 
It. “Maybe this is where the 
one-day game is heading”. 

As a result. Chris Harris, who 
never opened the bowling for even 
his locaj team, became the 
tournament’s highest wicket-taker 
(at least he was at one point). And 
Patel, hynotising opponents with 
his almost, slow-motibn spin was 
ridiculously inexpensive. Crowe 
also decided against the cricketing 
ccmvention of using pace for the 
final overs, on one occasion even 
giving part-time spinner Andrew 
Jones the honour ofendlng the 
innings. Crowe said he told Jones 
to plan for a loiw bowling sitot. 
because powerml winds In Hew 
Zealand make it highly risl^ to hit 
him back dvnr his head and into the; 


wind. Field placings too were 
unorthodox to suit the nature of 
the bowling and other conditions 
peculiar to New Zealand. 

If one-day cric'ket has one fault It 
is. that it has been far too 
unimaginative, loo methodical, 
mathematical and mechanical. 
Crowe gave us something new. and 
more Importantly It worked well. 
The essence of captaincy surely is ■ 
to force your opponent to abandon 
his usual style of play and make 
him do something he is not used to 
That is what exactly what Crowe 
did. 

Yet after a unique, three-week, 
clean sweep, the dream ended 
when Pakistan stunned a packed 
Eden Park into silence, 
successfully chasing what 
appeared an impossible winning 
target. Crowe’s inability through 
injury, to lead his team in the final 
overs of the semi-finals probably 



contributed heavily to their 
demise. His absence in the middle, 
after tearing a hamstring at the end 
of an artful 91. was a terrible 
moment for New 2^aland. Instead, 
a combination of captaincy errors 
acting skipper John Wright, and 
a loss of spirit by his teammates 
when Pakistan began to approach* 
their target, left the Kiwis to ponder 
what mi^t have been. 

In past matches Crowe had been 
the master magician, with a trick 
and more up every sleeve, hiding 
well the fact that he had one of the 
worst bovriing attacks in the 
tournament. Yet with Wright as 
captain, when Pakistan were 
batting. New 2^aland reverted to 
the old formyla of ^ving bowlers 
long spells with orffiodox fields. If 
anything, Wright’s failure only 
further emphasized Crowe’s 
contribution to his team’s success. 

Crowe admitted his inability to 
lead his team was crucial that day: 
“I suppose my not being there and 
John Wright having to get 
accustomed to the game-plan and 
sorting things out might have 
disrupted the situation”. 

Ap^ from being the most 
ims^natlvecaptaln of any of the 
teams, Crowe doubled up as the 
tournament’s most dangerous 
batsman, ending with a strike rate 
that almost defied belief. And yet. 
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Crowe said ‘hit over the top’ and 
Greatbatch, like a good soldier. Just 
followed orders 

prior to the Woi UK up he was* 
asked by the srle< tors to step down 
as captain So he then began to use 
his injuiy as an ext use Uira 
possible no-show in the World 
Cup. “The people who put me m 
that position of being captain were 
about to take It away tioni me Tliey 
were asking me about the 
captaincy. How I was enjoying it 
and so on Baslcalfy my captaincy 
was in question. I had a feeling that 
1 mlj^it ntjjl be named in the team 


for the World Cup When It 
happened and they said they were 
going to take the captalnqr away, I 
said. ‘I’m not going to back down to 
these guys I'm going to stick it 
nght back at them.’ ’’ 

And what a way he did It. In the 
sort of style that comes along once 
eveiy few summers That he could 
not lead his team to the ultimate 
pn/.e will live with him iorever. But 
that he was individually, the finest 
player to grace this World Cup will 
never be in doubt. Even Peter 
Kirsten would probabfy agree. , 

AMbr O’Brimi, AminMa 




A Flair For 






ever stands back to wtmder 
that NewZeakmd, isolated and 
sparsely populated, should 
have so rich in cricketers. 

And that is because it hasn’t. 

The tew transcendendy great 
players it has thrown up. v^t IS 
more, have never flourished 
without foreign enrichment. 
Martin Donnelly. Glenn Turner, 
John Wright, Sir Richard 
Hadlee and even Martin Crowe 
stepped to the front rank only 
alt^ English finishing. 

But while it is no Antarctic 
Antigua. New Zealand has 
churned out cricketers of 
immense usefulness. With a 
population of three-and-a-half 
miUlon that can still maintain 
no more than haif-a-dozen first 
class teams, itremalnsa 
country sensitive to. and 
sustaining of, the smallest 
cricketing gifts. 

NewZraland cridwtersare 
bom into limitation. Iburs 
abroad narrow their ggze as 
much as widen U. Ian Smith 
recalled, in his autbtfiogi^hy, a 
bus Journey to Wankhede 
StadUinn in Bombay in 1989. 
where his i^es widened atk 
roadside hoarding that boMted: 

‘This dtdiaaem trover 
two-and'W-hal^numon pacmte 
da^' 

‘ThBi;istheequivatent^ he 
safo‘hfgettiiig thrcoiipjarte^ 
(rfiheen^ New Zealand ' ^ 


ChtntehtfrvhsCatneilriit '' 
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akIngThe Best Of Weaknesses 


. czicket in his country—Kiwi country 



quast-amatetulsni of fhe 
cricket estid>Ilehnient even 
today, nudges intematlasuds 
Into premature retirement 
There was no professional 
suffrage In New Zealand, like 
World Series Cricket to prolong 
the rec«rt Test careers 6f John 
Parker, John Retd* JefFCrowe. 
Bruce Sdgar, Martin Snedden 
and Jo^ Bracewell. 

Curatmlal standards vary, 
with I4artto OiQwe'sTest relro^ 
a good fflustmtlon: he4des ^ 
better abroad thanathoine. But 
not even the worirj^ 
coinplainai ‘itianot Ure fiaultt^ 
any^",, heobservesin The 
Crowe **Butbecaidiet)Mi 
gnoundo areused ftr rugby 
sotaccr., Qrey cannot gattiieiMilne 


jpn^jMuranonanqpareaoa » 

I^IWWSjliiaedc^^ 


cricket”. 

New Zealand has shown a 
remarkable ilau'for making the 
best of weaknesses. Allan 
Border iti^t pine for a settled 
unit but New Zealand has had 
one by default for virtually Its 
entire Test history AsJohn 
Wright explained to an 
Interviewer three years ago. the 
New Zealander who graduates 
to Test cricket Is almost always 
givrii time to into his niche 

Twentfor 14Testswherrl 
averaged 17. before I made any 
runs", lu: recalled. “Martin 
Crowe didn’t get any fm' six 
Testa. Finally, you get a very 
stable tesim baw with hardly 
ai^tnre underpressure for their 
pl^. Thafa adiat you need 
when you are c<»n]^ting ag^nst 
the likea of the West Indies. It’aa 


feeling of hanging in there” 

An 18-month runless spell, 
such as the one Mark 
Greatbatrh endured before die 
World Cup. would have been 
unthinkaUe in Australia GeofT 
Marsh gushed runs in 
comparison But. ws Smith 
explained. Greatbateh’s face 
fitted “When he first walked 
into the dressing-room, he 
looked and behaved like he 

belonged there”, he wrote 'If he 
isn’t &st to congratulate a 
bowler at the fell ofa wicket, he 
Isn’tontlM field” 
Buttheordeiiy decline of the 
previous generation has 
compelled a changing (^New 
Zealiuid's guard, elevating new 
feces such as Chris Cslms, 
Gavin Larsen. Rod Latham and 
Chris Harris Probations such 
as those allowed Dipak Patel 
and Ken Rutheribro would have 
provoked inquiries in Australia 
to unravel their familial links 
with Bob Simpson. 

Spirited promotion of‘the 
youngguns' in New Zealand last 
season, did not blind locals to 
tile posslUllty that tb(^ m^t 
fire blanks for a few snaesons. 
The country’s attaintnenta in 
tiie Cup actually followed tile 
abrupt end this year to 13 
summers ofttettnvulnerabUiiy 
on their owp Ekigland dealt 

NewZeslandttsflrstTest-series 
defeat since 1978-79, 

While tb^ had the 
taiestimahte advantage 
ptayingallftslead-Mp matches 
at pettiaps only New 
Zealand snnng the cricket 
nations could have regenerated 
wtth such a mfnbnum of fuss. 
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Wanted: 
The Right 

Balance 


Sir Colin Cowdrey, chairman of the ICC, worries that a plethora of one-day 


cricket would overwhelm the traditional game of Test cricket 


SM>irrswORLD: One of the iiMdor 
lessons of this World Cup has been 
the success of its marketing... How 
would you as the chairman of the KC 
view this and what do you think the 
1C C can learn horn this? 

COWDREJY; I think. It has made all 
the cricket Boards of different 
countries aware of this concept of 
marketing. I think that's the 
benefit of having things like this 
World Cup Jamboree . It's been a 
great coming together during this 
tournament; yet, we have to keep 
In mind the b^ance of the game, 
not foi^ettlng the Importance of the 
traditional game also. So this Is an 
opportunity for ofOclals from 
different countries to meet and 
exchange opinions about the 
future of the game and how there 
should be a trance between the 
traditional game and the kind of 
cricket we saw In this World Cup. 
So while we rejoice In the great 
success of this tournament, we 
must be aware that the game needs 
the balancing up with the 
traditional game. To me, that Is the 
major problem. We shall now be 
meeting formally here but it will be 
a great forum for opinions to be 
exchai ged. To me. all this is a huge 
probletii. 


You called this World Cupajamborec. 
How far do you tec such Jamborees 
dominating world cricket in the 
future? 

I think the major c ntirism against 
this kind of cricket is that, very 
surprisingly. It becomes too 
defense-oriented. I mean. If you 
have two batsmen who come in and 
get set. then the fielding side starts 
denying (hem runs without 
actually looking for the wicket; 1 
think that Is a disappointment. 
Besides, to reduce world class 
bowlers to bowl only ten overs Is a 
rule that maybe needs to be looked 
Into. Maybe, what can be 
considered Is thal two of t he 
bowlers can bowl more t han ten 


You talked about a balance between 
instant and Test cricket; you feel 
that's what cricket needs presently. 
How do you propose to go about this 
and where, according to youi, does 
this balance lie especially 
considering the hl^ier marketability 
of one-day cricket? 

Yes, that’s a difficult question you 
ask...(laughs). I wish I could give 
you a specffic straightforward 
answer but I am afraid I don't have 
It. But I think the players are now 


more aware that traditional cricket 
Is very Important Also. I feel that to 
deny a public the sight of seeing a 
world class bowler or a world class 
batsman because of the time 
limitations you put on him isn't the 
best thing really. Also, It Is terribly 
Important that we have spinners 
back Into cricket. We haven't had 
an awful lot of spinners In cricket 
lately and perhaps the limited 
overs game may have something to 
do with this. It's Important that 
cricket sometimes has two 
spinners bowling against good 
batting and the game flowing at an 
easy pace and good tempo. But if 
you have four fast bowders. then 
the over rates are slow and things 
don't go all that smooth. Of course, 

I have to admit that fast bowling is 
veiy effective. In that context. I 
think the new rule limiting a fast 
bowler to one bouncer per over is 
maybe, too hard a rule. It's 
probably Just the same limiting a 
bowler’s spell hm 40 or 50 over 
game. We haven't got the ligjit 
answer yet on controlling this 
aspect of the game. Here too. I 
thhik we have to study a few more 
things before we come to a rl^t 
balance. You may say. why not? 
Why ain't such kUid of bo«dlng_ 









allowed? After all. it’s good to watch 
and it’s also supposedly a supreme 
test fdn* the batsmen. I believe It is. 
where you have the fast bowler 
bowling to Uie top of the off stump 
and not to the top of the helmet. I 
don’t believe it was meant to be that 

Allan Donald: the world’s fastest 
bowler 







way. I think that It’s gone too far 
really. I don’t think It Is good for the 
game. 

■ut Risny believe that the bounce r 
really tettt the batsmen’s skills and if 
cricket is indeed a same of skill, as 
you say, then the bouncer ought to 
have ito place? 

1 don't think so Towards the end of 
my career. It had started and 1 
didn't think It was good. I mean, 
you take fellows like Lindwall and 
Miller They had the ability to bowl 
the bouncer but they still kept the 
ball up Lindwall was an artiste, a 
great artiste, beating the bat 
outside the off stump, hitting the 
top of the off stump and so on and 
so forth I think that was more of an 
art. But then gradually, the short 
pitches Stull came back and 1 think 
it was only natural. 1 mean, after 
the Bodyline senes opened this 
Achilles heel ofcncket. It was 
obvious that at some time or the 
other. It was bound to return. You 
know when the England players 
were returning from the 19.32 tour 
on the boat, they collectively 
decided to put Bodyline into Its 
cofftn to buiy it. And I do recall 
Les Ames, the wicket-keeper on 
that tour, and many others say 
that there would be a day when the 
money ^11 come into the game, 
when money matters and winning 
matters more then all t his would 
come out of the coffin once again 

When a side would have six fast 
bowlers all bowling at the body, 
and it has, then It has been 
resurrected. 

So you believe that Bodyllnc has 
come back and that's why the KC 
decided to come down on the 
boiHKen and make the one bouncer 
rule? 

Yes, I think it has. It evolved In the 
70’s, with the West Indies and then 
In the Packer era. It jreally went out 
of hand and from then on, eveiy 
'team vras looking for fast bowlers 
and the umpires 1 think, could 
never control things after that. 
Cricket is not about hitting the 
helmet. It's about hitting the 
wicket. 

Hit KC concept of match referees has 
also come under fire. When he landed 
ki AustraHiV kwM Khan went on 


lecoid saying thalthcrcftrcd 
conc e p t was mer e ly an eyewash. The 
main Issue, hesakf was neutral 
umpires. How do you react to thisT 

Well, anyone who ciitlclsea must 
produce a formula to back up his 
criticism. The concept of neutral 
umpires travelling around the 
world umpiring matches, is 
ftnancially, humanly, and 
oiganisationally Impossible. I 
know what Imran's saying. But I've 
played more cricket than Imran 
has. I’ve played for 25 years. He 
hasn't done that. But I know 
exactly what he Is trying to say but 
we have to ask ourselves whether 
something Is feasible. 1 mean, we 
are ready lor p>eople to give us 
Ideas, you know, lay It on the table 
for discussion . we are not 
dictators. We want the best for the 
game 

Now that this World Cup has been a 
stupendous success, what do you 
think of the hiture of cricket? 

You have to ask yourself whether 
you want every day’s cricket to be 
like the games in this World Cup. I 
personally wouldn't like to see 
every day's cricket played in this 
fashion. I mean, this World Cup 
has been a fantastic success. I am 
not knocking it one iota. But if you 
were to ask the top ten players in 
this competition. 1 won't be amazed 
if they say that they still prefer the 
traditional game And the reason is i 
that it is only in the traditional 
game that balers will have a 
chance to bowl 20.25 overs. I 
mean, how can you enjoy a game 
when you can only bowl ten overs, 
Ima^ne Bedi bowling 25 overs to 
Gavaskar. Now that's more 
interesting cricket, isn’t it. I’m sure 
any connoisseur would u^t that 
and not get caught up in this 
one-day thing. I am sure most 
players will still want quite a large 
chunk of the traditional game and 
the five day Testgame provided the 
tempo is kept go^ 'Hie tempo has 
become too slow. If the tempo to 
maintained, then you get to see the 
skills and the art of the traditional 
game. Then you have bowlers 
bowling to get wickets, battles 
between batsmen and bowlers, 
lasting many overs. That’s cricket. 

liilHrvtowsd by Andy CMwi 
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Theycarneclosetojoftlhgtmatherinatpbtoo. 8trik^;oumt.hut.evwfcoukiimt,l^nv 
whehBnglahd bawledthemoutfer74andtvere foreseenhoweuecwlultluyvrauldhe..Wh !0 


[ 1 ^ tlqimi'tum. the 'JLthbMi^tmdactw^t^ed, itjmu thftScnitjil^. -» 
n in n Wo^ ^up . AiHcm^ jNit«.onthrw(^ .'. ?, 

^tietontnamerntm . pecmtemadsooau^.ti^^miajnithm^^ 
ttlooKbc^nhthe ^ SotimAl^cmipwouldwt^fwcetoiec^KH^^ 
hthatfjakiatim';’ ''■■■. .b(^u9elhad's^di<^teii^tii^th^atet,r-''4 
iBaaiidtpInma. . wtuhedxaridketbvdrshem'tl^ttbt^w^ 
ithermatpbtoo. 8trik^;oumt..butevwf could iiot,hfive 
Hit ibr 74 and were foreseen howsuecessiultluyvrauldhe..Wh!0 


then robbed ofylctoryby mtti. Had itnotrained. iamw9whm,mii^hayp|iiMf>^ehtfifjtti{i(bi1ef 






Paklsfanwoukl surelyh&yebMnoutof , 
thetburtiament.'- \ •’’ , 

tp 

theotMnrWortd Cum. three losses bymt^one 
. team wmild have effecttv^^pttt diet ^eoutctf • 
contention. Yet ihe^pj^peuidied format ^ tha.. 
I092competitionanddi6increaaeiht^'\ 
niunber of teams memittimtPaklBUdiwere Able.' 
tntakeabreadieriiod And dw winfling forntm^ 
Letu8notdwell^dimreaiiyiBetbacl»mthls - 
competition, Theiripneatnassimnotsolehrin ? 
the fact (hati. in thw last three games they hcu) 
threestralghtvlctorlesi4[ainstextremely- 
professional iddea (New Zealand in the last. 
round robin match. New Zealand again lit tlm 
semi'nnalandE:ng|andinthef)nal).NO>lhii^ ' 
greatness lies in way they mw^thchiowh . 

form and then, after apeiildtiaiy ribWsii^ 
'dieflnat. powtredhomem'a^lbgn^c^t'to^ 
agmatvictory. 


r^rn'r^i 




Shower rain hadnoteomelAthe dymg stages 
oftheira^ad-flrial against EnAhmd, The' ‘ 




beguii‘b>accelembBm!d,aKofasudchh.^ ‘ , - 

Em^Andl(H>ketfViwi^:AUe,ThelSoudi.Afr^ 
imhgahe$«fle^ttfenteitatnmeniid3d<^bt8Stda ’ >'' 
jwi^lftat'^^ei^l^^alldtetm^ V;' •■'-• ;•: '^<4 
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R fUiKT?* tTtTTTrTi ft rn 


AvltwlMu^ towci^thit 
ftletids’ 

vrasglven46pcituf^5^a0)^^ J 

dower’s m pQ)c^t«w^.. 

pcHtTBlts. the thni»'Mtii^1iisKfletoi% 
1978, iftheiewassjos^p^^^ith^ 
dresslng'tiboin, yoU'^^ 9 t^.}i^^:^ii^toin; 
doUar.Bothctm yms h 
,Yetid)<tfaau(|<feii« 
d<e$drtedhlmd 
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««BdMiou^beic4i^aid: 
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buHiwhT^rtene KjHnj. 
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niiflUGIITS 


I COMPILED BY HARI PRASAD CHATTOPADHYAY 


S RI IANKA Im t ame tht only team In the history 
oloiit rl lytiuktt (osroreoxtr 300runstowin 
a m lU h In I hi Ir inati h against Zimbabwe they 
SI <)i c cl U J lor 7 to win the rnati h Zimbabwe s 
Mottof 112 lor 4 in 50 overs is also me idi ntally 
Hu highisl store that a losing sidt has 
ac < iimnlated I he malt h pi cxiucc dan aggregate of 
625 iims whli h is also a rei oi d in a 50 ovtr mate h 
1 he pit vious re t oid was 62b i iinsI h twe tn Sri 
I anka and Pakistan in I20ovtis in the 1981 
World C up 

J 'AVWMIANDAD the Pakjstnni \u t (jptdln 
Ixf .mu (he tint t n< keh r to play m .ill e dHion't 
oithi WoihKup whenhf pl<ived.iiiainstW(st 
Indies onitb 23in Meltxnitne In P.ikisUin s next 
tihildi tii'.ilnst /'iinlMbnt Ihitedays/afe/ Imran 
Kh.in tjf f amt thi setondpl,i\ertoarhle\rthis 
hononi 

TAVLUMIANDADeif Pakistan bit uiu thi 
^highest run gellti m the history of the World 
Oip with 1029 1 uns in 28 matt he s surpassing the 
leeordsel by Viv Rli hards with 101 ln.insin21 
mate he s Mi<md id bee ame the sec onil eric ke tc r 
alte r Australia s David IltKin to hit five 
half centuncs in a single World Cup Boon 
ae hitvtd the teat in the 1987 Reliant eCup 
Miandad s 58 in the linal was his J5th half < t ntury 
■none tlav Internationals andthusequalleilthe 
world recortl ol most half ci ntune s held by Vivian 
Rit hai ds and Desmond 1 laynes ot We si Indie s 

I MRAN KHAN andJaved Miandad ofPakistan 
playing their 28lh match in the final in 
Melbourne on Man h 25 jointly hold the ret ord of 
figuiingtht most numberofmatthes In World Cup 

P \AKlbIANS total0174 in 41 2 o\ers against 
England at Adelaide is the lowest total ever 
re r or ded by a Peht pLiyingnation tn the World Cup 
Ihetarlientiordwas 93allout by England 
agaiiibt Australia at Leetk In the 1975 World Cup 

N kW ZEALAND skipper Martin Crowe s 50 off 
31 balls against Zimbabwe wasjust one ball 
short ol the quit kest World Cup half centuiy 
stored by Chris Old of England who stored 50 off 
30 bails m their match against India In the 1975 
World Cup 

A NDRhW FLOWER of Zimbabwe became tas 
.r\t ountry s first and the third cricketer alter 
Dennis Amiss of England and Desmond Haynes of 
West Indies toscoreaientuiyondebutinone day 
internationals by st oring 115 against Sri I.anka 
I lower also became the youngest cricketer to score 


a centuiy in the World Cup at the age of 23 years 
and JOI days thus surpassing Kapil De\ siecoid 
of24 years and 163 days when he made his 175* 

M bYRICK PRINGLE ol South Ah lea in his 
set ond World Cup appearance and set ond 
one day lntcmation,il took four wickets loi U 
runs in the best bowlingperformanc e In this Woi Id 
Cup He established this let ord in the match 
against Wt st Indies 

Z IMBABWE S total ol 134 .igainst England w as 
the lowest st or t ret orded by a winning side 
that batted fh si 


U A 
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Eddo Brandos’ haulof 4wlckotaforJust21 runs 
against England gavs him the Man-oMhe-Match 
award and Zimbabwe a victory 









? ACHIN TENDULKAR became the youngest 
^player In the World Cup to receive the 
^an-of-the-Match award for his superb knock 
gainst Pakistan. He also is the youngest player to 
jmplete 1000 runs In one-day Internationals. He 
:hleved this milestone in the match against 
Imbabvve and was Just 18 years and 318 days old. 






TT^AN JONES of Australia berame the sixth 
JL^batsman in the world, tiller Desmond Haynes, 
Vlv Richards, Gordon Greenidge, Javed Mlandad 
and Allan Border, to score over5000runs in 
limited-overs cricket. Jones also scored his 37th 
half-century in the match, an honour he shares 
with Allan Border. 

K ris SRIKKANTH. when he scored 39 against 
England, became the first Indian and the 
ninth cricketer in the world to complete 4000 runs 
in one-day Inteniationals. 

Wy^N PRINGLE (East Africa} and son Derek 
MJPiingle (England} was the first fat her son 
instance when both father and son played In the 
World Cup. When Chris Calms played in this 
World Cup. It was the second occurence. 

D avid HOUGHTON became the first 

Zimbabwean player to cross 500 runs in the 
World Cup. when he scored 55 against West Indies. 
g^RAHAM eexX^H became the fourth player to 
%Sfwin three man-of-the-mateh awards In a 
World Cup. Tills distinction was earlier held by 
Vivian Richards, Graham Gooch and David Boon. 
TOHNTRAICOS ofZImbabwe at 44 years and 282 
J days was the oldest player on view In this edition 
of the World Cup. I ncldentally Sachin Tendulkar at 
18 years and 302 days (when he played the first 
match of the World Cup against En^and) was the 
youngest cricketer in this World Cup. 



NIKHIL 8HATTACHARYA 


K EPLERWESSELSof 
South Africa became 
the first cricketer to have 
played for two countries 
in the World Cup. He had 
earlier played three 
matches for Australia in 
the 1983 Prudential 
World Cup. In the match 
against Australia, his 
score of81 made him the 
sixth player in one-day 
Internationals to hit live 
consecutive fillies. 


twin brothers Steve and Mark Waugh 
r r scored half-centuries against Zimbabwe It 
was the lirst Instance In one-day cricket when twin 
brothers have sccaed half-centuries In a one-day 
match. This Is also the seend occasion when two 
brothers have scored half centuries in one innings. 
Jeff and Martin Crowe were the first when they 
played against Zimbabwe In the Reliance World 
Cup. 

P ETER KIRS'FEN of South Africa became the 
first batsman to cross the 300 run mark in the 
tournament. He achieved this In his fifth innings of 
the tournament, against Zimbabwe. #-' 






WHAT’S THE USE OF 
COMPLAINING? 



No-one 
Read The 

Rules! 



W hen Imran Khan speaks 
people tend to listen 
Whether the compelling 
factor Is his Oxford accent 
rakish good looks or leadership values 
depends on who's doing the listening 
Anyway, having been forgiven for 
comparing In/amam-ul-Haq with 
Tendulkar—even the Khan speaks the 
odd nonsense off and on—he then went on 
the rampage, dumping the World Cup as 
‘the worst tournament' he had been to 
Reasons being the rules, the scheduling, 
this, that and the other 
The Khan was absolutely right this time 
So too was everyone else who bawled that 
the rain rule swks and that Channel Nine 
had a sneaky hand in all this somewhere 
Only problem was that they had 
conveniently forgotten two. 
long-standing, sporting truths a)dont 
cry after the milk has spilt, make sure the 
glass isn't cracked to begin with, and b) 
television will continue manipulating 
sport because it can 
From Lahore to London Bombay to 
Bridgetown and Cape Town to Colombo, 
everyone has bMn bitching about the rain 


111 

IfncHme 

ptopetly 

examiQe^the 

rainrimleiuad 


andt 

dbieii 




rule India said it cost them the match 
against Australia, others sulked when 
F^istan salvaged a point after England 
bowled them out for 74 in Adelaide and 
South Africa is probably still weeping 
because of 12 balls that were never bowled 
But all this a little silly and definitely too 
late Its like John McEnroe being 
defaulted irom the Australian Open in 
1990. and then claiming he was unaware 
the rules re^u^ing a default had changed 
Strange, considering the new rule was 
made by the ATP, which is the players' 
association, and circulars were sent to 
every member, McEnroe included If you 
don't read the rules, keep quiet 
It's the same m the World Cup Surely 
the rules of the tournament and the 
scheduling of the Cup were not something 
the World Cup organising committee 
locked in a vault, and then thrust 
suddenly on a host of unsuspecting 
teams I^bblsh, it was common 
knowledge * 

Every single Board of the participating 
nations was sent a copy of the rules to 
read, discuss and then give a signature of 
assent, which they all did happUy Thus, 
















■'V ■' 








> 


Wrapped In blankets, apeetatora brave the 
freezing cold—why the tournament waa 
held during thia time of year la a question 

not asked and therefore not answered 

once the lunacy bcf^n, as All Bacher put 
It. “There was nothing anyone could do 
They had all signed" 

Having signed and then screaming docs 
nothing, but reflect pooriy on the people 
sitting on the vanous Boards how come 
no'one reacted to the Idiocy of the 
raln-ruIe especially, and this Is vital, 
considering that rain In Australia and New 
Zealand at this time ol year Is not 
unusual? It’s autumn fellas. In case you 
didn’t know 

Equally astonishing was the outpouring 
of emotion that followed South Africa’s 
exit from the Cup. That Weasels had 
wasted time and bowled bnty 45 overs, 
and moreover, decided to bat second 
knowing full well rain was Imminent since 
It delayed the start by 10 minutes, became 
secondary. Amazlnfr—first no-one reads 

the rules properly, and then ha^ng 

understood the lopsidedness of it, you still 
flirt with disaster! Empty Wessel. this 
fellow. 
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How come 
no one 
reacted to the 
idiocy of the 
rain-rule 
considering 
that rain in 
Australia and 
New Zealand 
at this time of 
year is not 
unusual? 


T hat the dates of the tournament and 
the inflexible match timings were also, 
to an extent, dictated by Channel Nine 
was true. 

'The schedule for Instance, unless you 
are a great believer in coincidence, 
uncannily suited Channel Nine’s 
televising commitments perfectly The 
last Test between India and Australia 
ended on February 5; three days later, on 
February 8. they began tljelr exclusive 
coverage of the Wlnthr Olympk s which 














finished on February 23: and on Februaiy 
■ 22 the World Cup began, meaning only a 
day’s overlap. presto! (Weather may 
have demanded the Cup being held 
earlier, but no way was Nine going to 
forego the Olympics. It's called having 
your cake and eating the damn thing too). 

Secondly, Nine’s rivals, Channel 7, have 
their prestigious nightly news at 6 pm 
every evening. Not to lose any advantage. 
Nine also have their news at 6 pm—and 
coincidentally (that word again) day 
matches at the World Cup were to end at 6 
pm exactly, and the dinner break for 
day-night matches was also at exactly 6 
pm. Hey presto again. 

That nobody has been quick to point a 
finger at Nine, may be explained by the 
fact that It Is owned by Kerry Packer, the 
very gent who some decades ago was 
responsible for a better life for every 
impoverished cricketer. Even If that is 
true, though It does appear far-fetched, 
there is no need to blame Nine for wanting 
their own way. Hell, television has been 
doing it for years, often so audaciously 
that it makes Nine seem like Innocent 
choirboys. 

'The U.S. Open tennis championships 
for Instance. Is so totally controlled ly the 
televising network’s demands, that It Is 
rudely referred to as the CBS Open, "rhls 
Includes the punishing schedule of 
having the semi-finals on Saturday and 
the finals on Sunday, unlike other grand 
slam events where It Is Friday and Sunday. 

Television rules In soccer and athletics 
too: at the Mexico soccer World Cup In 
1986. matches were held at noon to suit 
European prime time viewing; at the 1990 
Seoul Olympics^ track and field events. 
Including the marathon, were held In the 
heat of the afternoon (100m final at 2 pm) 






The revenues 
that televising 
rights provide 
(CBS’s bid for 
the Winter 
Olympics was 
$243 million) 
cannot be 
sneered at, 
and organising 
committees 
are prone to be 
wonderfully 
accommodating 
for such sums 
of money 


The West Indians fool 
around. checking 
the pitch roller and 
perhaps also Its occupant 


to coincide wllh American prime time 
demands. 

'This manipulation Is allowed, simply 
because sport Is Impotent without 
television, 'f’he revenues that televising 
rights provide (CBS’s bid for Ihe Winter 
Olympics was $243 million) cannot be 
sneered at. and organising committees 
arc prone to be wonderfully accommodating 
for such sums of money. 

Furthermore, since sport survives 
courtesy television, rules are quickly 
altered If It means enhanced vlewership. 
Tennis’tie-break rule was made for 
television, since It stops matches from 
going on and on. Hockey has gone a step 
further, changing the surface and a 
variety of rules, to make It a free-flowing 
game more conducive to telecasting. 

Individual sportsmen themselves arc 
loath to complain, for without television 
neither would Boris Becker be idolised In 
Africa, nor would Fila agree to pay him 
millions to wear their clothes. Television 
gives him and his fellow men a world-wide 
image. 

Yet, despite the requirements of 
television and the deal-making that 
accompanies it. that the World Cup has 
b^en sullied, and rather badly too. Is 
unfortunate. However, unless people read 
the rules properly and television is denied 
^ absolute free hand. It would be 
churlish to complain. 

Sport must be careful never to sell Itself 
short. If the essence of a sport is affected, 
as It was in Australia where the end result 
was often farcical at time, then that is a 
shame. 'That, is going too far. And more's 
the pity that it's only the sport itself and 
the players who are to blame 


Rohit 
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rOR TEAM MI?F 



AT SRIPERUMBUDUR. 

ON INDIA’S FAVOURITE TYRES 

Day after day, year after year, you and your vMde am aubiecled to the 
worst driving conditions In iw world... the Indian roads I 
That is why, MRF Tyres am fesfsd in die toughest driving oonrdOons • the 
reuse track I 

And, at the 35th All India Rmse Meet organised by the Madras MOor Sports 
ClubatdieSriperumbudurRaceTrsu^. they won the ChtunpksnsMpsvi^ the 
supreme confidence of being India’s No 1 Tym... 

So, dienexttimeyouhitthe roads, makesumthe Tyres with MusdeMve 
widiyou. 

TEAM MRFS WINNING mJN I 
CHAMPIONS IN THE2 WHEa£R CATEGORY: 
M.R.RAJENDHAofrEAMMRF 

- 10 Laps Race Motorcycles 350cc Group ‘S’. 

- 3 Leps Moton^des XOcc Group ‘B’. 

M. R. RAJKUMAR of TEAM MRF 

-10 Laps Reuse Motorcycles Group ’E’above SOccuptollOcc. 

- 10 Laps Motorcydes Group ‘S' above BOcc upto 1 lOcc. 

- 3 Laps Motorcydes Group ‘E’ above 80cc upto 1 lOcc. 

- 3 Leips Mdorcyrdes Group ‘S’ above BOcc upto 1 lOcc. 

- 3 Leips Motorizes Group ‘S’ above IIOcc upto IBScc. 
SYEDSUJATHofTEAMMRF 

- 3 Short Laps Scool&rs Group ‘S’ above IIOcc upto IBOcc. 

WINNERS IN THE 4 WHEELER CATEGORY: 

N. LEBJkKRfSHNAN of TEAM MRF 

- 15 Le^ Cars G'oup ‘F3'. 

Dedared Overall Grand Prix Winner, Cars (IND). 

K.E. KUMAR of TEAM MRF 

- 4 Laps Cars Group 'F3' (IND) 2 seater engine lOOOoc. 

- 10 Laps Cars Group ‘F3’ (IND) 2 seater engine lOOOcc. 

W. GOVIND RAJ ta TEAM MRF 

- Cara A (IND) above BOOcc upto lOOOcc. 
J.ANANDofTEAMMRF 

- 6 Laps Cars Group ‘F3’. 

P. VETRIVELofTEAMMRF 

- Cars Group ‘F3’ (IND) 2 seater engine lOOOcc - 4 Laps. 
NIKHIL TANEJAofTEAMMRF 

- 3 Laps Cars Group ‘A’ (IND) above 700cc upto lOOOcc. 

- Group ‘A’ (IND) Cars 10 Laps Race. 


Thank you, 
TEAM MRF for eanykig 

Off easw wMsWsmsff w<KMiOfla«i 
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(UR) iri bannar thMiH. HiriM flily Iwr 
HiMnM aefOM. Hum bar aramfeMfinta 

wi wwa a aaai^v ifiM va wa^iBrva vf lav 

wan watching’CM Rw maichHudfliiHI 

ftwittiaapaeiaton aapacMIyRiapanon 
In Mack (bottom Ml)—doni aaam too 


NMHII. BHATTACHAAYA 
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Do R (or your country^ Mark Gnatbatch'a 
national larvour (Mil |uat atop at 
ehilehlng Ma flat to hh (wait whda tha Kiwi 
national antham waa played. Ha took it out 
brio thamhidia with him 
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World Cttp 
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CompIlMl by Ravi Kant Srivaslava 


PAKISTAN 



PAKISTAN 
vt WntlndlM 
vs Zbnbalnw 
vs Engisnd 
vs Incra 
vs South Africa 
vs Australis 
vs Sri Lanka 
vs NawZsaland 
vs NswZsalsnd 


Lostby lOwkts 
Won by S3 runs 
Abandoned 
Lost by 43 runs 
Lost by 20 runs 
Won by 48 runs 
Wonby4wkts 
WonbyTwkts 
Wonby4wkts 


vs England Won by 22 runs 


(PAK 220-2/50Wl 221 -0/46.5) 

i PAK 264-4/50 ZIM 201-7/50) 
PAK 74/40 2 ENO 24-1/8) 

INO 216-7/49 PAK 173/48.1) 

SA 211-7/50 PAK 173-8/36) 

PAK 220-9/50 AUS172/45 3) 

SL 212-6/50 PAK 216-6/49 1) 
(NZ166/48 2 PAK 167-3/44.4) 
(NZ262-7/50 PAK264-6/49) 
(ENG227.10/49.2 PAK 249.6^) 


PAKtSTAN-BattIng 


Jawd MUndad 
Samccz Raja 
AamlrSohall 
' Imran Khan 
' tnaamam-ul-Haq 
Salim MaHk 
MolaKhan 
..Wasldm Haidar 
WaidmAluwn 
.‘iMuslitaq Ahmed 
' .Z^fmai 
. QaKAhmed. 
'-.'.^dlbJaycd , 
..M^flkandat 


'■f *’•' ’ /'S’ 

■* ^ 

i-i 


At 

lim 

Afo 

Huns 

Avge 

. HS 

9 

9 

2 

. 431/ 

62.42 

89 

8 

8 

2 

349 

98.16 

t'l9* 

10 

10 

0 

334 

32.60 

114 

8 

6 

0 

189 

30.83 

72 

to 

10 

0 

229 

22.90 

60 

to 

9 

3 

116 

19.33 

^1 

10 

9 

2 

44 

14.66 

20* 

1 

3 

0 

26 

13.00 

13 

10> 

8 

2 

62 

10.33 

33 

.9', 

* 

1 

37 

9.00 

17 

3 

2 

0 

13 

6.90 

11 

7 

- * 4 

1 

J4 

- 4.66 

8* 

W 

3 

3 

2 

— 

1* 

4 

. 1 

. 1 , 

t 

— 

!• 



47 
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ENGLAND 


iMQLAfiK) 


WMimdlM 
Paktatan 
AuatraHa 
8ri Lanka 
South Africa 
Naw Zealand 
ZbnbainM 
South Africa 


WonbySnins 

Wontw6wkls 

Abandoned 

WonbySwMs 

Won by 106 runs 

Wonbylwkts 

L08iby7«vkls 

LoelbyOruns 

Won by 20 runs 

UMtly22njns 



P W L Abel Pis 
10 7 3 1 IS 


(ENO 236 9150IND227M0 2) 

I Wt 157/49 2 ENQ160-4/39 S) 
IPAK74/40 2ENQ24 1/8) 

1AUS171/49 ENG 173-2M0 5) 
ENQ 280 6/50 SL174/44) 

SA 236 4/SO ENQ 226 7/40 S) 
ENQ 200 8«0 NZ 201-3/41) 

ZIM134/46 1 ENG 125/491) 
ENQ 252-6/45 SA 232 6M3) 
(ENQ 22710/48 2 PAK249 8Q0) 


ENGLAND-BattIng 



M 

Inn 

No 

Auns 

Avgc 

HS 

MtllPalitweiM 

9 

7 

2 

28S 

97 00 

42 

DcnaatSecya 

9 

$ 

I 

79 

39 50 

29* 

AlacSKwan 

10 

8 

1 

2S9 

37 00 

77 

Giaemetitek 

10 

9 

I 

244 

33 00 

83 

RcWASninii 

s 

8 

2 

193 

32 14 

91 

GialuMGOcdk 

8 

8 

0 

214 

27 00 

49 

tan Botham 

to 

to 

1 

192 

21 33 

93 

AibBMrah 

4 

4 

0 

79 

19 79 

31 

Chris Lewis 

9 

4 

2 

81 

20 29 

33 

MchasdllUiifwoil)i 

4 

8 

1 

27 

13 90 

14 

Dcieli Pringle 

8 

9 

2 

30 

790 

18« 

OtadsMaesmaU 

9 

1 

6 

9 

908 

9* 

ffcHHpIMntdtas 

10 

S 

1 

14 

400 

10 

PMIHp'niftwII , 

4 

2 

2 

3 


3* 

Bmias 




174 





81 

J8 

1903 

30,20 

91 


ENGLAND-BowlIng 


Swve 
Sotliam 
'Small 
Ocitflim 
Uwis 
t Prlkile 


•npaaOMpo 


Owns 

hUKis 

Bum 

fvirs 

Avge 

344 

4 

iJo 

8 ^ 

I9.T9 

SO 

7 

304 

14 

1942 

39 

3 

127 

9 

29MI0 

89.3 

» r 

319 

11 

29!30 , 

9M 

443 

9 

19 

214 

#10 

?' 

9037 

>t.U 

98.1 

14.2 

2 

0 

' 290 

78 

8 

2 


28 


931 

n 

3 

U 


4421 

90 

k» 


' #Mi'' 


t M 





















AUSTRALIA 




p 

VV 

1. 

Pis 

8 

1 

4 

8 


AUSTRAUA 
va NawZMiand 
w SoulhAfrica 
va India 
va England 
va SrilAnka 
va Paklatan 
va ambalNW 
va Waatmdiaa 


LMtbyarnina 

LosIbySwMa 

Wonwl njn 

UwtbySwkts 

WonbyTwkia 

Lostby48nina 

WonbylEBruna 

Wonby$7njna 


(NZ248 0/50AUS21V481) 
AU8170-W488A171 1/465) 
AUS 237 SI/50 INO 234/47) 
AUS171/46 ENG 173 2/40 5) 
<SL180 8/50AUS100 3M4) 
PAK220-8/50 AUS 172/45 3) 

IAUS265 OMOSM137/41 4) 

I AUS 2ie-flAU Wl 158/42 4) 


AUSTRALIA— Batting 


OavMBoon 
Den Jones 
Marie Waugh 
GeoffManh 
Steve Waugh 
Tom Moody 
Mike Whitney 
lanHealy 
Allan Bolder 
Mark Taylor 
Biuoelt^ 

Beta Taylor 
CtaIgMtSermott 
Meiv Hughes 
Extras 


KUW 

tfO 

Aijfe 

MS 

C' 


Cli/fi 

MO 

1 

33.37 

100 

2 


... 

370 

1 

1942 

90 


3 

3 

143 

1 

1043 

06* 


I 

4 

131 

0 

MUO 

00 

-r 

1 

«-« 

107 

0 

30.71 

33 

amal 

1 

3 

302 

« 

39J3 

37 

4*44 

3 

2 

U 

3 

32M 

3* 

-Mm 

•» 

naahi 

51 

3 

1X73 

1« 



♦ 

00 

0 

037 

32 

man * 


3 

» 

0 

0.9» 

11 



'mm 

9 

3 

430 

i* 

m0» 

.aw 

*4*. 

17 

2 

AOS' 

m 


M 


9 

0 

1410 

0 

msai 


2 

0 

123 

1 

imdl 

0* 

daow 

mm 

Wtar 

1612 

U 

33.90 

‘u» 

2 

v 

27 

















M Inn 


Runs 

NO 

Avge 


HS 

c 

F 

Cl/a 

Andy Flower 


B 8 


244 

2 

41.00 


119* 

1 

— 

6/1 

Andy Waller 

’ ... 

B 8 


192 

2 

32.00 


83* 

— 

1 

2 

All Shah 


7 • 7 


161 

1 

26.83 


60* 

— 

1 

1 

Dave Houghton 


8 7 


169 

0 

23.97 


99 

*— 

1 

1 

Iain BuichM 


S ) 


60 

0 

20.00 


33 

w... 

— 

— 

Kevin Amon 

V* 

s s 


94 

0 

18.80 


92 

— 

1 

1 

JohnTralcoa 


B 5 


39 

3 

17,90 


16* 

— 

-w- 

— 

EddoBrandes 




71 

1 

14.20 


23 

— 

— 

\ 

Malcolm Jarvta 


5 I 


2# 

1 

14.00 


17 

— 

— 

— 

Wayne James 


4 3 


39 

0 

11.66 


17 

— 

— 

— " 

Mark Burmester 


4 3 


17 

1 

8.90 


12 

— 


1 

Andy Pyrroft 


a 7 


SO 

1 

8.33 


19 

— 

—■ 

2 

Kevin Duers 




7 

I 

7.0P 


9 

... 


3 

Alaisrr Campbell 

»<• 

4 1 


13 

0 

4.33 


8 

— * 

— 

1 

Extras 














70 


1349 

14 

24J>1 


119* 

1 

1 

20/1 















ZIMBABWE— 

Bowling 









0ms 

' MJns 


Mia 




Av^ 


Bat 

Houghton 

... 

3 

b 


19 


1 


19.00 


1-19 

Biwides 


' 70.1 

■ . '7 


399 


u 


29.39 


4-21 

BtHchatt, 


^ M ■ 

2 

• 

199 


6 


32A0 


3-97 

JBunneMer 

• <« 

21.9 

0 , 


J3B 


4 


34.90 

li 

3-34 

TralcoB 

.*• 

aa 

9 


293 


6 


42.16 


3-39 

AllSHab 

• •• 

97 

9 . 


237 


9 


47.40 


2>17 

Jarvis 


‘«7d • • 

.<4 


239 


9 


4740 


1-23' ' 

Duets « 


90 


. i 

294 


, 3 


89.33 


1-17 



* 

V } , ' ^ 


9Bi 


4 






















WEST INDIES 


p 

\V 

1. 

P(s 

8 

4 

4 

8 


WEST INDIES 
v> PaKiBtan 
vs Ensland 
vs Zlmbsiiws 
vs South Africs 
vs NewZssIsnd 
vs MdlB 
vs SriLsnka 
vs Austrslla 


Worthy 10 wMs 
Lostby6wkts 
Won by 75 runs 
Lost I y 64 runs 
Lost by 5 wkts 
WonbySwWs 
Won by 91 runs 
Loslby57runs 


(PAK220 2150 Wl 1^1 0/46 5) 
(Wl 157/49 2 ENG 160 4/39 5) 
WI264 8/50ZIM169 7/50) 
(SA200 8/50Wl 136/384) 

(Wl 203 7/50 NZ206 5/48 3) 
(IND197/491 Wl 195 5/40 3) 
(Wl 266 8i^SL 177 9/50) 
(AUS216 660 Wl 159/42 4) 


Bnan Lva 
Desmond Haynes 
Keith Anhunon 
Phil Simmons 
Winston Benjamin 
Carl Hwqxr 
Richie Richardson 
"Giis" Logie 
David Williams 
Curley Ambrose 
Andy Cununins 
Malcolm Marshall 
Roger Harper 
Patrldt Paticnon 
Extras 


Cummins 

Mtnon 

Bcidaroin 

Siamems 

Karper 

Ambrose 

Anhunon 

Hooper 

Mmiiab 

Exlras(BAJIVRO 


WEST INDIES—Batting 


ittwr 

NO 

AtjH 

MS 

c 

P 

a/St 

})) 

1 

47.97 

88* 


4 

i 

391 

1 

41JI3 

«• 

Wl^ 

1 

4 

391 

1 

1881 

98» 


a 

1 

191 

0 

18.39 

no* 

t 

•T. 

1 

94 

4 

3700 

34* 

•wo 


4 

130 

1 

3000 

89 


1 

4 

113 

1 

1889 

98 


1 

9 

101 

0 

1441 

41 


1 

9 

93 

3 

19.00 

93* 

osma 

•M» 

tl/9 

11 

1 

1100 

19* 


•m. 

1 

11 

1 

1100 

4 


••8m 


Id 

0 

4410 

4 

miim 



1 

0 

34W 

4 


-0. 

I 

111 

“ 

” 




1 

IdOl 

11 

3749 

no 

1 

to 

94/9 ‘ 


WEST INDIES—Bowling 


iH » 

n<- . 4 

I a s>Aid>iy>s | ypiy^|nodHwy<** 


SI 












INDIA 




VV 

I 

Al)(i Pis 

8 

2 

5 

1 5 


d 

va SrllMka 
vs Australis 
vs Pakistan 
vs ZImbabws 
va Wsstindlsa 
vs NawZsaland 
vs SoutliAMca 


Lostbyaruns 
Abandoned 
Lostby 1 mn 
Won by 43 runs 
Won by 54 runs 
LostbySwkts 
LosibyAwfcts 
Lostbyewkts 


pNO 236 8^ IND 227/49 2) 
IIN01-(VD2SL) 

IAUS 237 8/50INO 234/47) 

I IND216 7/49 PAK173/481) 

I INO203-7/32 ZIM104-1/191) 
I IND 197/49 4 Wl 195-5/40 3) 
lIND230-6/50 NZ231-6/471) 

I IND 160-6/30 SA181-4^ 1) 






M<4Kl.AxhanitMNi 

Sai.hiitT«nd«llU|r 

SovtShMiii 

Sobrato isMXiM * 

Jswagslsrinaih 

Sanjsy MaitlrriMr 

KapMDev 

AJay^adcJs « 

Kristi Srtkkamb 

PravtimAnm 

KiranMOK 

vinodKamblt 

Mam^PrabhsiiBr 

vcnk«paihyllAM 

Bxum 


INDIA-Batting 


tan no 


Kuna 

Avge 

HS 

3il 

4742 

93 

m 

47.16 

84 

82 

4100 

97 

36 

3600 

25* 

M 

1400 

11 

tI4 

2346 

47 

161 

23-00 

42 

» 

}«r69 

46 

117 

16.71 

40 

27 

11.99 

22 

41 

1049 

19* 

29 

7 29 

24 

11 

346 

8 

1 

87 

0.90 

1 

1488 

26 97 

93 


INDIA-BowlIng 


ffMtAm 

.IKipUOsv 

S«MM 

Arilittk 




.ItP'v 



























iisisii 


SRI LANKA 


p 

W 

L 

Abd Pts 

8 

2 

5 

1 5 


SRI LANKA 
vt Zimbabwe 
New Zealand 
India 

South Africa 
Auatralla 
England 
Waatbidlea 
Paklatan 


WonbySwMs 
Lostby6wkts 
Abandoned 
WonbySwMs 
Lostby7wMs 
Lost by 106 runs 
Lost by 91 runs 
Lostby4wMs 


ZIM 312-4/50 SL 313-7/49 2) 
(SL 206-9/50 NZ210-4/48 2) 
IIND1-0K)2) 

ISA 195/50^ 198 7/495) 

I SL 189-91/50 AUS190 3/44) 

IENQ 280-6/50 SL 174/44) 

I Wl 268-8«0 SL 177-9/50) 

I SL 212-6/50 PAK 216-8/491) 


SRi LANKA-Batting 


Aquna Ranaiungs 
Aihula Samarasrtm 
Roshan Mshanama 
Prsfflodaya Wldcremeslnghr 
Aravindadc Silva 
Graeme Labroey 
Ruwan Kalpage 
Sanath Jayasurlys 
Hathan Tl llekerMne 
Don Anurasirl 
AsankaCunisInha 
Chandika Haihurasinghe 
Champaka Ramanayake 
Kaplla Wl)egunawaideiie 
PMras 


M 

Am 

NO 

Nuns 

Avge 

HS 

8 

7 

2 

282 

5240 

88* 

6 

6 

0 

219 

38.50 

75 

8 

7 

0 

248 

35.14 

80 

8 

> 

) 

30 

— 

21* 

8 

7 

0 

I7S 

25 00 

82 

1 

1 

0 

19 

I9A0 

19 

7 

« 

2 

87 

1875 

14 

6 

5 

0 

74 

14.80 

32 

8 

7 

I 

80 

13.33 

25* 

S 

4 

2 

21 

10.50 

11 

8 

7 

0 

73 

10.42 

37 

A 

} 

0 

28 

8.88 

18 

8 

« 

8 

2 

25 

8.25 

12 




152 




59 

22 

1489 

25.77 

M* 


SRI LANKA-Bowling 


Hathuratinghe 

Oven 

17 

Mdns 

0 

'Runs 
' 97 

Wkts 

5 

Ranaiunga , 

18 

0 

M 

i 

Ammsiri 

50 

3 

184 

s 

Wtckmncstnghe 

801 

5 

278 

7 

Ourusinha 

48 

0 

258 

i 

RaRianayafce 

84,4 

8 

285 

5 

lUlpage 

50 

0 

241 

4 

Labmoy 

10 

1 

‘ 88 

1 

Dc Silva 

1 

0 

8 

0 

Jayasurya 

8 

0 

44 

, « 


— 

— 

53 

5 A 

• 

3415 

18 

. »4n 




















SOtJTH AFRICA 


SOUTH AFRICA 
va Auatratia 
va NawZaaland 
va Sri Lanka 
va Waatlndlaa 
va Paklatan 
va ZImbabim 
va England 
va India 


WonbySwkts 
LostbyTwkts 
LostbySwkts 
Won 64 runs 
Won by 20 runs 
Wonl^Twkte 
LostbySwKts 
Wonbyewkts 


<AUS 170-9/49 SA171 1/46 5) 
(SA190-7/60 NZ191 3/34 3) 
{SA196/50SL198 7/49S) 
(SA200 8^ Wl 136/38 4) 
^211 7/50PAK173 8^) 
(ZIM163/48 3SA164 3r45 1) 
(SA 236 4/50 ENG 226 7/40 S) 
(IND160 6/30 SA 181-4/291) 



SOUTH AFRICA—Batting 


Peter Klisten 
Briaa McMillan 
Kepler Wesscis 
AjmIicw Hudson 
BansleCroAle 
PaveRtUunlson 
loMy Rhodes 
MadtRushawfe 
Adrian Kuiper 
Wdiaid Snell 
Onuw Henry 
Msydde Pringle 
AUan Donald 
Ihtrittt Bosch 


XUHt 

W 

Avgf 

HS 

410 

2 

4A33 

90 

U9 

3 

62.30 

IS¬ 

313 

2 

4471 

OS 

346 

0 

374» 

7* 

102 

3 

3400 

47* 

66 

2 

22JOO 

28 

132 

1 

16JI3 

43 

49 

0 

16 33 

33 

ilS 

1 

1614 

36 

24 

2 

I2D0 

ti¬ 

11 

0 

114)0 

ll 

9 

I 

9M 

3* 

3 

0 

3X0 

3 

131 


•w 


1780 

17 

33X0 

40 


— 1 

•— 1 


to 4IFI 











W9RLD CUP 


THE GODS 
MUSI BE 
CRAZY! 


Despite ridiculous organisational 


drawbacks^ the World Cup still 


managed to keep one-day cricket 


ticking 


T his fifth world Cup was staged in that 
part of the world where one-di^ cricket 
has progressed from a mere game to wdll 
marketed entertainmmt. .and as 
always happens in Australian cridtet 
these days, marketing and television 
had as much to do with howthe tournament was run 
as any of the game’s administmtors. 

And so it was the first World Cup with players in 
coloured cluthes.using white balls, black 
sightscreens and coloured pads, and with some 
games played under lights The cricket world has 
known wtmt Australia have been getting up to here 
over the shears 

This Ume, however, it was not only Australia doing 
Its thing, but an official world event played like the 
good old World Series Cup. Australian crldcet>Iovers 
nave come to love or loathe according to indUvtdiial 
taste Now whatever happens, one thmg can he 
assured after this World Cup one-day cricket wlU not 
kwk back after this event It had alre^ captured th^ 
hiearts of mllUonb around the rest of the cricketing 
wwrld and now that those people have bem dazzled 
the ’Jpxfama World Cup' and Channd Nine’s briUimit 
coverage offt. one-day cricket has taken perhaps its 
biggest stride fisTward lo borrow a famous phrase, 
the game wia not he the same after this World Cim> 
The question Is how will it be cUflerent? IRfiiat eCR^ 
will idl this have on the game as we know It? The 
fiifiowlng ace a fins thoughts put down about tbe paih 
cme-d^ odcket might take after being influenced fay 
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;.iA■** ri^ * ^ 

1*>?.\ , a--T - « t • J t'F^ 


- • •j \r' • i w*T^ • /' 


'T^^^'f M 


TukJ 


x«it^iat«dcp|i^^ 

rfitoi 

Biil 


rejpbrtaitithdnevinig 

.j __ 

pey^'l^pcItdfistM 


l>i^ttto'iijn|j»<be^ b^cenjust 


r<i t« u ’l rT»j n t i*! r< w < (1' > ■ i-i >■:.«i < 717 11 ?^ ~. 

;-.,;iHS:K'ji« 

ilLTt*llf-i-T>if!> 


^ . '• ^ < 1'^ > [*? [• -. J ' 1 


gBaiP i y 


?J1li«,tl<|e 




. <*^;ltiff-^iii*l,iln:T*jUr»)? 


■^tgry^Af-/:T7iT 

flfnrFTf 

.. MMa 

J^il^ 


tnediuijic^ $awumec^ecled^knetvthls. 
WhttPme'tl^GiidceteiKOiirai^ a batsman’s 
k QrPuttvli^(iuu£]xtothtfdi«ttiQ4B<^thepurts^.lt 
; ^tt^nunigpk a bowlet'a. It tafceaatyay variety, a 
^^boa^'s niain t;rea|Kmi^-tiie 
.batabianca-toatta^allmit ^ 

’ $0 P^t^ aU the fitewD^ lifitfltet^ 
;^<»inPfabeagaine baaed «iM^on;tj^pai0»tfaanm 
^jittadt'Bdplera. tht^gaPeV^iiPwiP^fritatd^ 



^),llt{leta4pwithalj&.' r^s>"7;" -" ''''1 .' 

C<Pieeirnalaaceritra4)it4^^ . 


rTrf.fTT^fnr 



Mm 


^'Ulmc 

ie.ii) 

L#i;aiaala 

■ 


itOftt 


RaWrftKXHRW 



,bi 




m 


Qu 






ItHlp^nii 

ant 






ips^atai 

nd 






aver{«idni 

it 



ja®wrw5S'’**ss 


m 

uicketof. 





■ ■>->^^ 

i'Of 

«' ' ' " 

;• . 


fnthatacf PSriid(atith*afMluina,daPw»«l||»' 

•Jadalawfaravarywakioitia '’•■ -A 

60s. After that ft seems it got bogged down foir tdoipiiig 
and lost its technological edge.' , , . 

Several teams have added.hev)r dlmenaiCHii to i|iiif> '],< 
version of cricket preferred by the mass c^Orickk . 
followers, arid displayed Uiem to the dfsadviamtaijle..' t} 
and embaiTassment of those whocmitlnued to ««^ ' 
to the set pattern. ,'-' 

There is no doubtthiftthe World C^phaaPurniri , i. 
thatone-dsy cricket-ian eiftertaiimieritbtfti^taitd^. 
ite infancy^ in a‘sta^ of creative ftsriteiiiu ahdttli)' 
dftadmtw^l KeepQfts verpcbof the ^fa^ 
fiartheriex(jfeW3«ars.ltiBay«t«nbttO!»ecin! ’ - 




i.eonmdeta 
i .oQuntries 

ilE 

» 

demand, invotring almger numt^of. 

•e ' r * ‘ 1 


P lart %vxy of the se-tnatai <fualifying 


Wm 
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learnt: ri<^!td tateQffti^ plO'Uri^fKd' 

Jitibketi^ Qfiiee ^ ^ unbutton their col^ra 

Iboft;^ l|ldr knrger.cany^ 






V J.| iJ4 : H f ’< « .•; • • ( 




^ EbehblatWi Nolra^ercany(mi«^'Un,a-%iy|'M?^|l<6!^C^lbbi^^ 

'andseepoliey. Noaryouhavetogooutatwi^ilt -y?. l-ar'ijnt^tidumainM^ ■'> r' ■-/’ 

> :MeutinCro«re,theWoiidCup’smo0t]h^tty»Ji^ 

.(^pUUn, resorted to a full range of tiudlc^trtdd^' -}>'^!rW«Jt,ba84jhaiig^^lay;^IBiHs4oftl^^o|^ 
wtSch underlined New Zealand's success In ztia^hi^i ’ CbrtsUnylBdoii’theaflste'fftlauB^tbcniael^, 

tbs semi-finals. The top two teams In the soccer goalHeepefrsfy'j^loW^bpItstrflightnli ^of . 

• sU^e^EnglandandNewZealand;<>^apatt^'df ; . < . . 

.^ng for the runs from the beginning. NesrZiupini^ - 
promoted Mark Greatbatch an^EttmamfiWB^il^nk 
to.that effect The Austradfanco^^oeni^^fS^^ . 

£^roach saying, "fmgetall s^wiut ^enefr^iKi^ro^ 



bowling flat out In ^ Uphaarfient d^hninat^ w 
pitches bke the one Seen on the thM day of aTW ' 
match, the graveyard of the super^iGIS^ bow, 
mediumpaceiawhbhavefloialshed.Theyhiw. :,*y 
learnt that the best mediod of sundval is thaelemihl v 
of surprise: mlxtngtiponebverwlthslxd^ereht, 
deliveries. And. asanyone^Oj^joyaat^rhihvd^ 
testify, themixiiigofr^dlfreientcn^tidlsciutbe^'.,: 
devastatlngly potent concoction. . < y 

Combing with innovative bowHng cfpnges and'' 
field placing, thebwlers have begiui to i 

balance in this fiiidted-o\tersyeil»lonof 
result, batting also Seems to have changed. Rtina ' ‘i 
emne more off nudges and deflections ihan hlsi^ - 
l^3WB. The concept of an anciuMman 
JhningiB hw been chaflenged byonedf 
IgO^over the top while the fiel4^ restritPSd^ljlter 
Iu8| ifl overs are in effect. Nowondenpatyibtid|r?.i 
succemful sheet-anchors like GeoffMarah r^ylap^"^ 
Sliastri'.wepe found wanUng...and«went»^fifl^ 
droi^^Jilaatterhllke Botham, Gieathshdi;lM%a^' 
laniji^mteOlHspfl were promotedlnttM^imi^ 



1^ in the eaihrs^es. i 














































^TiFr 


\ V; 

. iiW^ In 

whju^'wc ^ad pnadsiods n^adc'for'taiili’^^ 
tecunadtdn't havie to tiiavel^at dKict); it:aFa» as ft 
ahould^. The WbrkK^^a a|iecled event held once 
every Itshouldbetiel4lhtlieiniddleof^. 

, aeaaon. We mHatgetourprlortties right. Eveiyone 
must have a fair chance because you have to v^t 
m^erfourlJ^ei^foranet^ In Englanditla 

JUnei^^eveiy^ We shouldn^tjust 

about tdevialon. Ther^ 

^ldderatlons.t\&hy couldn't the South . 
.itiH(^-Bngland ^ttil-final be extoided another el^t 
nddt£i^?ihiafbtm»B^^ F'or 

inatches to be wiped out tain xheana cheat^ thMe 
pe^e^ , 

Tne oiganlMdlQ^a} Inade^a^es hadthe 
traditlaimUsmWiUJingand iipotrthiga'sttiug We tdld' 
jrou ap'1(^. And hot vdthoutiresmcm.. WhQe.Pahtotah' 
>rmieam8ldaedh}cI^taha^ifeadfitid^K ^ ^ 



'Tm r* a. 

{,' . ;e; 14;«. »; fT^ ' * - S t ti^iVr'll * 
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SPORTING CALENDAi^f 



f WiHt EaBtorn Indian Open 
«#QoltChp8. (Calcutta). Asian 
Undar-ie Football Tourn 
(OhiM): Brazilian Grand Pnx 
Motor Racing (Sao Paulo): F.A. 
Cup Football Sami-finals, Fami¬ 
ly Circia Cup Women's Tennis 
(Hlllon Head. USA), All Airlines 
Odd Cup Football Toum (Cal¬ 
cutta): Asian Club Volleyball 
cups. (Hiroshima): South Ame¬ 
rican Youth Volleyball Chps 
For Men (Caracas). 


4 All Airlines Golcl Cup 
AM Football Toum. (Cal¬ 
cutta); Aa Incka Veteran's Athle¬ 
tic Clips. (Perambur. Madras); 
18lh European Table Tennis 
Chps. (Stuttgarl); US Masters 
Ootf Chps. (Augusta); B & L 
Chps. Women's Tennis (Ame¬ 
lia Island, USA): Japan Open 
Men's Tennis (Tok)^); Asian 
Club Voneyball Chpa (Hiroshi¬ 
ma): 


1 Q Qoodricke 

X Cr National Team Chess 
Chps. (Kozikhode); Sait Nagjee 
Football Toum. (Gakcut). Asian 
Under-19 Football 

(Thinivananthapuram); 

National Hwdcouil Tennis 
Chps. (Bombay); Virginia Slims 
WPmen’s Tennis Toum 
(Houston); World ProfeMional 
Snooker Chps. (Sheffield). 



6 Asian Undw-IO Football 
Toum. (0haKa);8SLCh|M. 
Woman's Tennis (AmeRa 
Island. USA); Japan Open 
Men's Tsnms ChfA (Tokyo); 
Alt Airlines Gold Cup FoottwII 
Toum. (Calcutta}; Asian Club 
Volleyball Chps. (Hiroshima); 
South American Youth Volley¬ 
ball Chps. For Men (Caracas). 


*1 ‘3 ITih Qoodricke 
xONatlonal ‘Tpam Chess 
Championships (Kozikhode); 
All Airlines Gold Cup Football 
Tournament (Calcuna), ISth 
European Table Tennis 
Championships (Stuttgan); 
Asian Club Vok^ibaH 

Championships (Hiroshima); 
South American Youth 
Volleyball Championships 
(Caracas); US Masters GoH 
(Augusta): 


‘yf\ 17th Qoodricke 
4Se V National Team Chess 
Chps. (Kozikhode): Salt Nag|ee 
Football Toum. (Calicut); Aslan 
Under-19 Football 

(Thiruvananthapuram); 

National Hardcourt Tennie 
Chps. (Bombay); Virginia SUms 
Women's Tennis Toum. 
(Houston); World Professional 
Snooker Chps. (Shefnakf); 
West tiKkas vs South Africa, ist 
Test (Bridgetown, Bartedos); 


3 *7- Salt Nagjee Memorial 
M / Football Toum. (Calicuf); 
BMW Open Tennis (Munloh); 
Citizen's Cup Women's Term 
(Hamburg); Woild Protesslonal 


Snooker Chps. ( 
nee Open GoH (1 


(Sheffield); I 
(Cannes). 


7 Adah Uflder-l«. Football 
Tout;!.'' ^M^); Adm 
Senior F reda t yia Wresding 
Chps. (Tehran); B & L Chps 
Women's Termis (AmaHa 
Island, USA); Japan <^en 
Men's Tennis Chum. (ToIm); 
All AMinea Gold Cup PO^ail 
Toum. (Calcutts); Asian Club 
VolleybM Chps. (Hiroshima); 
South American YquHi volley¬ 
ball Chps. (Caraeaa)) 


A I7ih (kiodricke ^ 
National Team Chess 
Champlonshipe (Kozikhode); 
All Airiinos Gold Ci^ Football 
Tournament (Calcutfa); ^ 
Nagjee Memorial Football 
Toum. (Calicut); ISth 
Europsan Table Tennis 
Championships (Stuttgart); US 
Masters CkM (Augusta): 
Virginia Slims VVomen's Tennis 
Tournament (Houston); 


■3‘I Sait Nagjee TtaotbMl 
M X Toumamertt (CaNeui); 
Asian Under-19 Football 
(ThinMuianthepyram);'' 
National Hardcourt Tennis 
cmpa. (Bombay): Spanish 
Open Woman's Te(inls Toum. 
(Barcetona);' , World 
Protasslonat Snooker Chps. 
(Shoflieid):. .tntBea w. 
South Atitea, (1st Test 
(Bridgetown,' ' iBaMkMri. 



WKDNKSDAY 







Cop Charriptant-C^ 
aamMlnar Seitaa, Sth RbUnd: 
FaiMy Ckota Clip Womanta 
Tannis(Hilto Head, US)^, 
South Amartcan YodiTVOtti^ 
baB Chps . Far Man (Catacas). 


8 Aslan Undar-t6 Football 
Toum. - (Ohrtfia);' Aslan 
Senior Fraastyta vytesbinjg 
Cl^. (Tehran); All AiSita' 
Gold Ci^ Football Toum. (Cat- 
outta); B & L Chps Women’s 
Tennis (Amelia Island. USA); 
Japan Open Man's Tarinis 
Clips. (Tokyo); Asian Chm Vol¬ 
leyball Chf» ' (Himshima); 
South American Youth VoUey* 
ball Chps. For Man (Caracas). 


"1 C TTih Gdodripka ' , 
NationBi Team Cha$a 
Chps. (KozHdxKta); Airlines 
Gold Cup FootbaH loumambra 
(Caleuita); Sait Nsqjae 
Memorial Football Tourh. 
(Calicut); 18 th European Table 
Tennis Chps. (Shit^arQ; US; 
Masters Golf. (Autpitaa); 
Vlrj^ia Slims Woman's Tennis 
Toum. (Houston); 


^3 Sait Nagjee Footbair 
mma Tournament (Calicut): 
Aslan Ut)der'19 Footbalf 
(Thinivananthapuram); 

Netkmdf Hardoouit Tetmta 
Chps, (Bombay); Spanish 
Opwi Women'a Tannia Toum. 
(Barcelona); WpHd 

Prataeaional Snooker Ghpp. 
(ShetWr Wetf irrdtea.va 
South Aplea, let, ■ Taip 
^tdgetown, Barbed^ 
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THURSDAY 


•J A|>MN> MwtfiwNi 
ibMtata VoOvi^ (flMilimiO; 
itei SutKkjnilr NMMraH and 
Mar^SttM Cwmwi 
((Mhi): /Man iJtmt-ii rot*- 
bM Toun (pNM^' Family dr- 
da Cup Tannia (Hit- 

ton Haad. dSuU,Vvia EaMam 
indan Opan OoH Champion- 
shipa (Caleuita), South Amait- 
can Youth VoReytMH Chpe For 
Men (Caracas) 


9 Aslan Senior Fraostyls 
WraaWng dips (Tehran), 
All AirHnes Gold Cup FOotbaS 
Toum (Cfleutia), SSL Chps 
Woman’s Tennis (Am^ 
Island. USA), Japan (3|^ 
Men's Tennis Chps (Toi^), 
US Masters Golf Chps 
(Augusta), Radiant (SrandSlam 
Biliiania. 2nd (.eg Of World 
Open Chps (Goa). 


“1 a Goodiicke 
A O National Team Cheas 
Chps (Kozilihodo),8aitNag|oe 
Memonal Footbal Toum 

(Calicut), fSth European TaUs 
Tsnitio Chps (Shmgart), US 
Masters Golf (Augusta), 
Virgasa Shnw Women's Tenras 
Toum (Houston). European 
Badnunton Chps (Qlaa^), 
European Baskatball 

Charrexons Chib FwmI 
(Instanbull), 


“yy Sad Naglae Football 
Tournament (CaMcut), 
Asian Under-19 Football 

(Thiiuvananthapuram), 

National Hardoourt Tennis 
Chpa (Bombay), Spamah 

opwi Woman's Tenras Town 
(Barcalona), World 

ProlossionM Snooker Chps 
iSnaMnld); Wees thdwe vs 
South AInca, tat Teat 

iBndgeiown, Barbbdoa) 


FRIDAY 






W^s Eastern Indnn Open Golf 
Championshipe (Cahadia), 
fAwan Undar-1B FoodMil Toum 
(OMta); Famity Cirde 
Woman's Tannis(Hllton Heed, 
USM; South American VOlley- 
baUChpe ForMen (Caracas) 


W Asian Senior Freestyle 
WreWNng Cti^. 
(Tehran); A« AMnas Gold 
Football Toum (Calojita); AM 
India Veteran's Athletics Chgs 
(Perambur, Madras), lath Ewo- 
pdSn Table Tenns-Champion- 
ships, (Stuttgart), US Masters 
QoH dvs (Augusta), SSL 
Chps Women's Tennis (Ame¬ 
lia Island, USA) Japan Open 
Mens Tennis Chps (Tol^) 


< ^ •ATih Goodrtcke 
X / Nattonal Team dess 
Chps (Kozikhode), Sait Nagjee 
Football Toum (Caiicul) I8th 
European Table Tennis Chps 
(Stuttgart), Virginia Slims 
Women's Tennis Toum 
(Houston), European 

Badminton Chps (Glasgow), 
Asian Under-19 FootbaH 
(TTUruvananlhaparam) 


Sait Nagjee Football 
Tournament (Calicut) 
Aslan Undar-19 Football 
(Thiruvananthapuiam) 

National Hardoourt Tennis 
Chps (Bombay), Spanish 
0pm Women's Tenras Toum 
(Barcelona), World 

Protasslonal Snooker Chps 
(Shellleld); European 

Welghlliling Chps (Szekszard, 
Hungary) 


.SATURDAY 


A AiMnika Indeiehand Agar- 
*twalla Volaybrtl (Renukoot) 
Wills Eastsm Indian Open Golt 
dtps (Cakiutia), Asian 
IkidoMe FoottMlI Toum 
(Dhaka), Family Clnde Cup 
Women's Tennis (Hilton Head. 
USA), Scottish Cup Football 
SonU-Finals AH Airtines QoM 
Cup Football Toum (Caicuita) 
Asian Club VoHeybaH Cl^ 
(Hiroshima) 


'A'XI (Lord's) Apnl 13-16 
Bnttanic Assurance County 
championship matches start from April 
25—28 

UEFA Cup semi-finals, Istleg, Real 
Madnd vs Tonno and Genoa vs Ajax 
Amsterdam on Apnl 1 
European Cup Winners Cup 
semi finals, 1st leg, Monaco vs 
Feyanoord and Bruges vs Werder 
Bremen 


n AII Airlines C> 4 > Foot¬ 
ball Toum (Calcutta) 
AH Indn Veteran’s Athletic' 
Chps (Perambur, Madras), 
Radiant Grand Slam BiHiards, 
2rid Lag Of World Open Chps 
(Goa) iBth European Table 
Tenras Chps (Stuttgart),,US 
Masters (3ol( Chps (Augusta) 

B a L Chps Women’s Tennis 
(Amelia Island. U^), Japan 
Opan Mens Tenras (Tokyo) 


I ti:ij;msi()N 


*1 52 Goodncke 
X O National Team Chess 
Chps (Kozikhode), Salt Nagjee 
Football Toum (Calicut), Asian 
Under-19 Football 

(Thiruvananthapuiam) 18th 
European Table Tenras Chpa. 
(StiPtgart). National Hardoourt 
Tennis Chpa (Bombay) 
European Badminton Chps 
Finals(Glasgow), West Indies vs 
South AMca, let Crickel Test 
(Bridgetown Barbedos) 


•% C Asian Under-19 Fool- 
63bBH (Tluruvananthapu- 
ram), Sait Nagiee Memonal 
FootbaH Tournament (Calicul) 
Natiorial Hardcourt Tenras 
Chps (Bombay), Smmish 
0pm Women's tenras (Barce¬ 
lona) World Prolessronal 
SnookarChps (Sheffield), Can¬ 
nes Open Golf (Cannes), Euro- 
pern Weightlifting Chps (Szek- 
szaid.Hungaiy) 


Live telecast of final of All Airlines 
Gold Cup Football at Calcutta on Apnl 
15 

Live telecast of final of Asian 
Under 19 Football at 
Thiruvananthapuram on April 25 
Live telecast of 2nd leg of Radiant 
Grand Slam Billiards Chps at Goa, Apnl 
9to11 

Live telecast of Final of Sait Nagiee 
Football Toum at Calicut on Apnlw 
Highlights of All England Badminton 
Chps, men's and women's singles 
Finals on April 12 


I RADIO 


Running commentary in both Hindi 
and English on Semi-Final and Final of 
Asian Under-19 Football at 
Thiruvananthapuram 
Running commentary in both Hindi 
and English on Semi-Final and Final of 
Sait Nagjee Football Toum at Calicut 








































It’s either 
victory or 
defeat 


T he worst aspect about 
the cricket craze in 
India is that no one 
here really 

understands the game; they 
only undetstand either victory 
or defeat. 

S.M.ASHRAF, 

Ranchi. 

Give the man a breakaMai 

E VERY! !ME (he Indian crl< ket 
team loses the Indian public Is 
up In arms and evetybme the team 
wins the c ountrymen der lare 
undying devotion to the 
te.im until the next defeat If the 
c ountrv s c rlcketlng fortunes are 
fliu luallng even more fluctuating 
IS the attitude of the Indians 
towards the team 
And the easiest scapegoat In the 
team has always been the 
vice captain Ravi Shastrl The 
latest allegation Is that India lost 
iiiati hes (espec tally the one 
against Australia) bee ause Shastri 
tooktoo long to s< ore There is no 
doubt that Shastrl’s talent as a 
one day batsman is debatable He 
tan by no stretch of imagination, 
be t ailed an ext iting batsman and 
is certainly not in the same league 
as Snkkanth and Tendulkar 
But he is there in the Indian team 
today not Just as a player but as 
the vice captain for some pretty 
good reasons Me has a place in the 
team because he has chosen to rise 
above the pettiness and the 
selfishness of the Press and the 
public, and most important of all 
he has performed He has never 
allowed the unfair allegations to get 
him down. Instead he used these to 
fire himself up and has toughened 
himself in the deal 1 his is certainty 
a very admirable trait that he has, 
in spite of the allegations that are 
always levelled at him We hardly 
come across public in other 
countries criticising their players, 
irrespective of how long their lean 
trot conbnues The Press, knowing 


fully well that Shastrl is no public 
idol, takes the easy way out to 
create sensationalism They are 
forever waiting and watching 
eagle eyed to pounce upon the 
slightest mistake he makes 

*1^6 question is. can one player 
be solely responsible for a team s 
bad peiformance dunng a tour, 
and if so, why is it that Shastrl is 
blamed all the time*? Why doesn t 
Srikkanth s irresponsible habit of 
swishing and flashing at the ball 
draw the same amount of flak? Not 
to mention his flamboyant 
statements that he will continue to 
bat in the way he knows best and 
just hope that it clicks! 

Why does Sanjay Manjrekar get 
away with a string of low scores 
which ^ain has resulted in the 
team s downfall? Is Azharuddln 
atxive cnticism for his 
unintelligent bowling changes and 



the lack of aggression when India 
realty needed the kliler-instlnct to 
surface? 

The one-day version of the game, 
as all its followers are well aware, is 
filled with ifs and buts Martyatlme 
a team's exemplary performance 
has come to nought because Lacty 
Luck had the last word Andit I 
again was luck that did us in 
against Australia 

As such It is In very bad spirit to 
run down one i^yer and blame 
him singty for die debacle Andlf 
the Indian Press and the public 
don’t stop being ’armchair critics*. 
Indian cricket (He marty nv>re 

deaths. As the vice-captain o|the 


Indian cricket team, Ravi Shastri 
should not have to Justify that he 
plays 'for the team* and not for 
personal glory* as alleged 
UMAGJRISH. 

NewDelhi 

The big guns don’t fire any 
more 

T he editorial 'Cricket isn’t for 
nursing individual egos’ 
was a brilliant piece Even though 
’Tiger did not attack anyone* 
openly he has managed to ‘speak’ a 
lot through that column 
It is high time the Board discards 
the 'bigger than-the-game* 
officials who couldn’t care less 
about cncket It is also time that 
the seniors, ‘thebig-guns'm the 
team be asked for an explanation 
for their dismal performance That 
is the only way they ( an be made to 
realise the value and prestige of an 
Indian cap This might also force 
the youngsters in the team to show 
their true prowess 
But, are the selec'ors listening? 
ARTAMISHRA. 

Cuttack 

Of World Cup and Board 
exams ■■■■■BBBmBaHBBi 

I remember my friend moaning 
about the World Cup schedule 
last September. The World Cup is 
in Februaiy-March next year ’ And 
she appeared very crestf^len when 
she said that Y'eahso?. wasmy 
rejoinder With a harsh yet sorry, 
look on her face she said. That s 
when we have our Board exams ’ 
Now that was a real sorry plight 
to be in, that’s for sure 
But nevertheless when I sent a 
go<x)-luck-message to the Indian 
team I promised them that, though 
I was cursed with the Board exams, 

I would keep track of them on 
television In return I asked them 
to give us a treat Ity winning the 
tournament 

Sadly this demand of mine could 
not be fulfilled, thanks to the many 
reasons that wreaked havoc on our 
team But I watched every single 
match of ours, an^ believe me, I 
was thinking cricket even when 1 
was writing die exams that could 
well change wy life 
And the most Ironical fact Is that 
nty exams finished (»i the 13th and 
India were for all purposes out of 







contention on the 12th. 

And the worst part is that the 
Indian cricket team knows about 
its results, but what happens to me 
and my Board exams are yet to be 
seen. I sure need some luck there, 
that’s for sure. 

SWAPNAMITRA. 

New Delhi. 


Countrymen to pollaHMH 

N ow that India has returned. 

empty handed from their tour 
to Australia, it is time the Board 
took some serious steps 
to revamp the cricket 
scene If we are to do well in the 
forthcoming tours to South Africa 
and England, later this year. 

Now maybe we could use 
another novel idea to select the 
Indian team. Why doesn't the 
Indian cricket Board advertise in 
some of the major national dallies 
and magsixines, and ask the 
readers to nominate the playe^ for 
the team. At least that way we will 
not have anyone complaining 
about the quota system, and the 
team will more or less comprise of 
players who make it into the team 
on their merit. 

PRABALGUHA, 

Calcutta. 


Take the bow» Azhar ■■■■ 

I T can no longer be debated that 
Azhar has failed as a captain and 
as a batsman (at least in the initial 
stages) of this World Cup. That he, 
at the end. blamed the younger 
players is even worse. If one took a 
critical look, it was onfy^ the 
youngsters—alongwlth Kapil and 
Prabhakar—who performed in the 
Woiid Cup. Thou^ Azharuddln 
came good with the bat in the latter 
part of the tournament, it was of no 
good. 

The time has now come when he 
should seriously consldCT his role 
as the captain, and if he finds that 
the pressure cm top is t<x> much for 
him to handle, then he should step 
down from captaincy. 

Another baffling occurence is the 
selectors* persistence to rely on 
Shastn in one-day matches. On 
many occasions hehassldwed 
down the team’s scoring rate. 

Mai^ may argue that he plajred his 
role as the anchor-man. but in the 



process he consumed a lot of overs 
and these barren overs were the 
reason for our downfalh 
Time for the Board to don its 
thinking cap and come out with 
some permanent solutions to the 
problems lurking within Indian 
crlclcct* 

T.M. BALAKRISHNANERADY 
HARIDAS UNNIKRISHNAN 
VBUX)D1, 

Calicut. 


Rules be damned ■■■■■i 

T he weather and the rain rules 
that were framed by the 
authorities Down Under 
contributed in making this World 
Cup a dismal failure. The second 
semi-final between England and 
South Africa was really the limit. 

If the rain had not interfered in 
this particular match then maybe 
Sou^ Africa would have cruised 
into the final. 22 runs off one ball! 
That was the limit. 

Here's hoping that the next 
edition of the most prestigious 
tournament of cricket will see 
better fiamed rules. Rules that will 
give both teams an even chance In 
case the weather plays truant. 
RAKHEB MUKHERJI. 

Calcutta. 


Comedy of run-oute ■■■■■ 

S ANJAY MANJREKAR. before 
the World Cup started, was 
labelled as one of the mainstays of 
the Indian batting, but in the 
tournament he was always 
being run-out This comical 
occurances that happened with 
increasing regularity spelled 
tragedy for Indian cricket 
On many occasions, when the 


team looked all set to amass a great 
score, there was the incident gf.a 
player (very often ManJrdouf'^^V 
getting run-out and the Indian 
batting order Just crumbled after 
that. 

One wonders if it was sheer luck 
that was responsible for this. 

Surely the batsmen in the middle 
nee<^tnore understanding and 
co^ii^hatlonif Ihqr are to perform 
credibly. Surely an aspect that 
needs to be looked into and things 
should be put in the right 
perspective if we are to do well in 
the forthcoming tours later this 
year. 

G.V.SHWBTMA. 

Bangalore. 


Cheer up lads 

A fter India crashed out. the 
World Cup lost its 
charm for many Indians. It was bad 
enough that we had to cope up with 
our Board exams during this 
period, but whatever hopes we had 
of enjojring the Ihdian team's 
performance after our exams were 
also dashed the moment India 
crashed out from the tournament. 

The team that supposedly has 
the best batting line-up in the 
cricketing worid failed to even i 

make it to the semi-finals. 
Unbelievable! What could be the 
cause of this dismal performance? 
Lack of team-spirit? Lack of 
uigency?Ortoomuchdependance ‘ 
on one player (Sachin Tendulkar)? 
Maybe these were some of the 
reasons, but Lady Luck seemed to 
have gone on a vacation after the 
Indians reached Australia. The 
encounters against Sri Lanka and 
Australia ellaborate this point. 

Azhar's coming good with his bat 
in the last phase of the tour was one 
redeeming factor (thou^ it was a 
bit late). Manjrek^ was a trifle too 
unlucl^ at times and AjayJadeJa 
certainly won many Indian hearts 
with his good performances and > 

his wtnnli^ smile. 

Whatever be the reason behind 
the Indian team failing to reach the ; 
semis, they've disappointed many 
fans. But &en. life must go on. 

Time to pat,the team on the back 
and tell them.' 'Cheer up ^ys. 

Better luck next time!' 

PAYALDHAR. 

NewDelhi. 
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ANSWERS 


1 Kni<l<in(l 

2 CinihamCififM h 
M ('livrLlovtl 

4 Gr.«‘nir P'owler 

5 Sri Irinka vs Wfsl 
Indies, 1974 

6 Don Pnnjulr (Kast 
Afnr,i. 1975) and 
Derek l^im*le 
(England. 1987) 

7 Clive Lloyd 


W®RLD CUP 



our reader 


8. East ATiica and 
Canada 

9 Hie Hadlee 
biotheis Bcirry. 
D.jvle and Ru'hard 

10. Vivitin Ibt hftrds 
(lOlSnins) 


11 Kanibnbu Gupta 
(India) and Mehboob 
Shall (Pakistan) 

12 Farokli Engineer 
(India) 

13 Da\efioufi(hton 
(Zimbabwe) 


14 Collis Kinfi (West 
Indies) 

15 Ian Gould 
(Eni^land) 

16 Pakistan 

17 WasimAkram 
(Pakistan) 

18. Wasini Akrain (18 
wickets) 

19 Martin Crowe (456 
runs) 

20 David Boon 
(Australia) 












FOUR MISTAKES 

RC KasturiRangan Madras S Vijay Kumar Bangalora SyedFartab Nizam Ahmed Hyderabad Asit Iqbal MahendraDis Banqaigaon Or Himanshu 
Malvam Bharuch SohineeRoy Calcutta Sauna Tabassum Azamgarh NavneeiMall Calcutta ChandanOalta Calcutta NjveenGoyai Jodhpur Aral 
Kumar Allahabad BiswaiitBasu Calcutta Akhlaque Ahmed Khan Calcutta KunatShaha Calcutta SoumanMaji Calcutta SaitdipJain 
Jhuman Telaiya 

FIVE MISTAKES 

SibnathDutta Asansol LilyAdhya Ourgapur Aniruddha Ghosh Calcutta Raia Roy Chowdhury Ranchi Sanjay Kumar Sinqh Oeoqarh Ra)iv Kumar 
Deqgarh M F Baio Durg V Sethuraman Madras Dukool R Pandya Bombay Piyush Verma Balaghat Ashoke Sanyal Calcutta bubhasish Roy 
24 Paraganas KP Baneriee Nagpur SateeshShah Keonjhar SM AliBaseer Aligarh Pratheesh Polly Thnssur AiayYadav Gurqaon G Ram 
Prasad Madras S Snnivasan Madras VinayakPalkar Bombay Santanu Kumar ?4 Paraganas MinhajAlam Patna Swspan Kumar Atarthi Calcutta 
GautamChoudhury Cuttack Shib Shankar Patra 24 Paraganas RaiivAgarwal Jamshedpur Moiid Mushtaquo Nagpur Fazar Rahman Sibsagar 
AditiBasu Tinsukia OebSanjayNag Jamshedpur RaiendraTnvedi Bombay AshruMitra Calcutta AnookMukherjee Calcutta R Peiumal Bangalore 

SIX MISTAKES 

K Eashwar Pillay Hyderabad Mohd Sadique Kashfi Calcutta Sambit Begray Berhampur Rraneesh Srivastava Ranchi Santay Telang Bhopal 
Oebabrata Chakrabarti Calcutta OhurtaRMajumdar Calcutta Dr MadhukarBR Bangalore Santosh Chaktabony Calcutta Sura|itOutta Calcutta 
Or Matin Ahmad Khan Hazanbagh Vivek Snnivasan Madras TP Snarma New Delhi SubrataSen Calcutta M Murthy Bangalore CH Saroja 
Vijayawada Satish S Kulkarni Anmednagar Ashutosh Rathore Indore Dr S Muraliram Gobicheltipalayam Shankar Sen Gupia New Delhi S 
Kumar Chikmagalur Prabai Kumar Ghosh Calcutta Md Bulbul Hussain Kahilipara Manmohan Dalai Caraam RimaKundu Calcutta Aniruddha 
Sinha Calcutta Vikas Agarwal Rajgangpur M Elhndhar Bombay Mntyunjoy Patna Raju Basu Calcutta Dipanjan Chatterjee Hooghly Gaurav 
Moossaddee Calcutta 


SEVEN MISTAKES 
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W9RLD CUP 


• You tan t expot t to be on a high all the time We ve 
just hit d bit of a trough We ve got to pull oui fingers 
out now It’s now or nevei 

ALLAN BORDER after Australia’s 
defeat against New /Zealand 

• fcvei y time \si walk on to the fit Id these days we 
look like a pat k o( goats I ht st Itctor s need to look at 
the youngei pi lyt i s ig nn to gi t things back on the 
track 

Former Australian cricketing great, BILL 
O’RKII I Y on the present Austialian team. 

• India have Kapil Dr t A/hat uddin and Sachin 
TendulkirlolfMikto is match winners Though I 
think the 19K U hamptons will struggle to make it to 
the semi finals 

SIR RICHARD UADI EE before the World Cup 
began And how true he was 

• OuricKciitiecoid in one day games would 
definitf ly make us the favourites and I m not being 
cock\ whe n 1 s ly that It would be a woinsome 
buidt n but itcan bc> a great stii ngth tem 
ALLAN BORDER before the tournament started 

• liickonwr vc got a fust rl iss batting side But we 
would stiuggle as much as Sn L<inka oi New 
Zealand in that we wouldn t have a bowling side to 
bowl pi'oplc out twice That is the big idea of showing 
people we aie cap ible of competing at this level 
DAVID HOUGHTON, the Zimbabwean captain, on 
his countty seeking Test status. 

• It s nice to be unknown <«nd i c gaided as the 
underdogs If we lose it will not be unexpected But if 
we win It will bo a catastrophe for Australia 
KEPLER WESSKLS before South Africa’s match 
against Australia And sure enough, they beat the 
favourites 

• People constantly ask 
me whether III miss the 
pel fotmance of Viv 
(Richards) in the World 
Cup Then* is no doubt in 
my mind that his services 
would have been a great 
help to the team Yet, I feel 
we now ha\ e to look 
ahead The good things 
can t last for ever we have 
to find replacements and 
help them gi uw and 
become great playei s 
There is always a sense of 
loss and a drop in pei formance during the procesk of 
rebuilding, but we now believe in ourselves 
RICHIE RICHARDSON, as the West Indian 
captain, had a tough job in this World Cup. 

• If we had not qualified 1 might have just given it in, 
as you know thei e are enough jackals waiting 
IMRAN KHAN at one jioint of the tour was even 
contemplating retirement. But now things 
certad^ly have changed. 


I 



• He has a lot of enthusiasm and is a real character 
Cricket needs chaiacters 

VIVIAN RICHARDS pays 

tribute to South Africa’s Jonty Rhodes. 

• I m \ erv happy with the way the guys tried 
throughout this World Cup and I m vei y proud of 
them They wanted to go all the way we’ve got the 
nucleus of a very sti ong team for the futui e For us it’s 
not a disaster 

KEPLER WESSEl^ and his men certainly 
impressed the world in their first big-ieague 
endeavour 

• We’ve been given so much travelling, it’s truly 
unbelievable It’s i idiculous It can upset the rhythm 
if you don’t have enough rest, but I wouldn’t find that 
as an excuse 

ARAVINDA DE SILVA, the Sri Lankan captain, on 
the tough tour itinerary that they had to comply 
with. ^ 

• For an outside bet, at least for a place, I would go for 
India llie ingredients are there, but someone has 
lost the stimng spoon 

’TONY LEWIS had hopes of India making it to the 
final, even after they lost their first match against 
England. 

• It's rolled mud 
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BRIAN McMillan, of south Africa, after having a 
look at Auckland’s Eden Park pitch. 

• It was a very 
disappointing and 
fhistating tojose a close 
game. Four run-outs in an 
innings is disastrous. This 
has been a problem with 
us right through the tour. 

We have worked hard on 
this aspect, and the 
fielding but there’s still 
scope for improvement. 

ABBAS ALIBAIG after India’s loss to England. 

• The cabinet and I, together with the whole of South 
Africa confirm our 'yes' for the team. Heartiest 
congratulations on the'victory....a victory for all of us 
over isolation and dejection. 

South African President, P.W. dcKLERK, after 
South Africa defeated Australia. 

• He (Srikkanth) got out at the wrong time. He hit two 
boundaries in that over and didn’t need to go for 



another on the ball that got him out. He’s only been 
getting scores of 30 and he should be making more 
runs. 

AZHARUDDIN on Srikkantfa’s innings against 
England. Incidentally Azhar went out for a duck in 
that innings. 

B « It was a welcome win for 

an average side who 
showed that without one 
Richard Hadlee the 
country’s standard is still 
good enough to cause a few 
upsets. Toast to the 
success of Martin Crowe 
and his men. They have 
indeed helped in making 
the bookmaker’s 
calculations go haywire. 

SIR RICHARD HADLEE ^ter his country defeated 
favourites Australia. j 


• One-day game is cricket of combinations. The team 
that gets it right doesn’t need great players in it. 
Australia, for instance, hasn’t got it right at the 
moment. Half the battle is won when you’ve got the 
right combination. And we moved one step closer to 
that today. 

IMRAN KHAN after Pakistan defeated Zimbabwe 
by S3 runs. 

• I’d love to play the final. To me the danger teams are 
England and Pakistan. When you're the underdog 
every side profers that situation. Favourites have a 
nasty habit of getting beaten 1 suppose. 

ALLAN BORDER before the tournament began. 
His predictions came true to the last letter. 

• The old fella must go, he’s too jaded. 

An Australian TAXI DRIVER on Border. Border 
fell from grace after his team’s dismal performance. 

• I asked the team to behave like a cornered tiger. To 
go out and fight. To snarl. And they responded 
magnificently. 

IMRAN KHAN on how he motivated the Pakistani 
team. That’s the secret behind them winning the 
World Cup. 
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W«RLD CUP 


“WE WENT 

OFF 
THE BOIL’ 


He’s down. But he’s certainly not out. The 
Australian skipper attempts to analyse his, and 
his team’s, disastrous World Cup performance 
in an interview to ANDY O’BRIEN 


SKMTSWORLDt You have gone on 
record saying that the lack of 
preparation was one of the maior 
reasons for the demise of Australia In 
the World Cup as a captain, how much 
emphasis would you say teams should 
have put on preparation for a 
tournament like the World Cup? 
BORIM.R Oh I think It IS all 
iinpurt.uit Foi insUiut il you take 
cm exainpU oui preparation was 
bad W( went Into it a little bit 
(oinpkudil thinking w( could just 
f oineoil lests iiulshellic Id Shield 
cricket Vtft iu\i 1 icallv got into 
what 1 would c all a World Cup 
fever Eve ryoiit w isjaded and 
belorc von knew anything wed 
lost two games and things had 
gone havwii e in hindsight that s 
where we made a huge bhindei 

As a captain what kind of preparation 
would you have recommended...in 
hmdsl^t 

rhe squad should have gut 
together lot a week m training 
c ampard studied the tactles 
requlrei tor the various teams Its 


so inipoi taut reallv in today s game 
and spec lallv a tom nanient like the 
World Cup Weneverieally sat 
down lorany length oil mu to do 
that 

What lessons has Allan Border the 
captain learnt from this World Cup 
debacle? 

One that we should ha\ e pn pan-d 
better As I said a camp instead 
wc played Shelileld Shield which Is 
important to us as players but it we 
were fair dinkuni about the World 
Cup then the camp and not the 
Shelileld Shield is what we should 
have done Two that as a team we 
pushed the panic button loo early, 
afltr we lost the first game to New | 
Zealand We never really got a 
settled side aitei that It was only in 
the last few games that had a 
set tied format and It showed 1 
thought we c ould reach the 
semi finals and if we did manage It. 
then we could have gone all the 
way Butwedidntshowinthe 
matches that mattered and hit our 
straps a little tcx> late Isbllthink 


we were giuKl enough to win it But I 
guess that was the nature of the 
t ompeiilion at least hall a dozen 
teams weie good t nough to be 
c tiamplons 

It’s been a real roller coaster ride fbr 
you end your team. On a high one day, 
and then right at the bottom the next. 
You and the team hove come in for a 
lot of criticism just os our Indian 
captain and team hove. Is ail this 
justified and how do you, as captain, 
tackle it? 

Let s say the piogiamnie had a lot 
to do with It Bull think we all have 
to accept the blame a bit I also feel 
that the Aiisti alian team s summei 
IS being wrongly judged Wei enow 
all no hopers who should be 
dropped and there should be 
sweeping c hanges- -and it s bt‘en 










The tmile’e vanished and in Its place is the grimness that stems from the 
realisation that he’s tailed both as a player and as a captain in this World 

Cup 


because of a couple ol weeks ol bad 
cncket out of four or five months 
We had a gieat record for the last 
four years but unfortunately went 
ofl the boil at the wrong time It s as 
simple as that We just happened 
to play our worst cricket at the 
worst possible time And, In spite ot 
being a little Jaded, we managed to 
win 50 percent of our games In the 
Worid Cup. But obviously we 
needed that one more vieloiy 
which we couldn’t get We were a 
nervy type team m this Cup The 


more pi t ssuie wt pul on oui selvcs. 
themuic tc niatnewt became 

you talk about bcms Jaded. The 
Indian team had been on the 90 sinec 
October, they came here in 
November for a four-month tour. How 
does all this aftact pcrfonnance? 

1 hough you feel jaded. 1 don t think 
that is a Valid ext use We are all 
professionals but any sportsman 
will tell you that It is diillcult to 
peak all the lime, which was 
precisely what we were being asked 


EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW 


to do It s difllciilt and we chose the 
woi St time to go off 

It's just that by the time we—and 
maybe even India—t amc to the 
Cup we |ust ne\ ei got into the 
tcrvoi that should have been there 
Wc weic pist going through the 
motions- 1 mean wc were plavmg 
as hai d as we c onld but we were 
nevt I as up as it should have been 
But Ihen weau all pi ofessionals 
and wr earn out bask living Irom 
(he game and that s not a i eal good 
exiuse 

The olhei skies managed to 
pi epai c bettt 1 ha\ ing a look at one 
anothci pist gettinginio the 
one day mode Just in hindsight— 
and you re always In lUiant in 
hindsight ifwed gone into lamp 
ioiaweek eveiything would have 
been all light 

Ai a captain, isn't it partly your 
responsibility to ask for a canw> or 
something? The Indian captain too 
complained that, prior fo the World | 
Cup, his team should have had a rest | 
and done some soul-searching. Who 
docs one blame for all this? 

It s a rombmed eiluri In 01 ir t ase I 
should ha\ e m ognised it so 
should Simmo (Bobby Simpson, 
the c oai h) the Board everyone 
ronieintil We should have but 
.nsltad we thought what the hei'k. 
oni prcpaiation should be ok You 
(nine in alter good haidrnckel 
and swing In easily But aswevc 
seen it snoU hat easy coming in olf | 
a 1 est match into one day games 
It s not easy to i hop and change so 
fast 

in the seven innings of the World Cup, 
you totalled 60 runs. How badly docs 
a captain’s lack of form affect his 
team? 

I was disappointed about the way I 
finished the season Obviously If I 
had hit my straps a little bit more, 
the side wrould have played 
differently Being the c aptain and a 
senior player, it s nice to get a few 
more scores TTiat always plays on 
your mind 

When docs a captain say‘Ok, that’s it. 

I don’t deserve tb be in the team, 
leave alone being captain’.? 

I want to play to a certain standard 
If I lee! I am going to drop below a 






certain level. I don’t want to Unger 
around I’ve got a bit of rethinking 
to do In the off sea*^^. ret barge niy 
batteries, analyse my own game, 
what I have done wrong where my 
preparatlqn has been wrong 1 have 
to sort all that out But I’m thinking 
like that not bee ause I ve had 
enough and that means I want to 
keep playing 

The Austrsliaiu have long been 
known for sledging and 
gamesmanship. Yet under your 
captaincy things seemed to have 
cased off a bit. You even tend to get 
extra Mendly with the opposition. 
Whyisthisso? 

It was true but no more. 1 think I 
did start to make a conscioils effol t 
not to be seen to be so 
chummy chummy, because in 85 


I got a little bit of flak from people 
like Ian Chappell People I have a 
lot of respect for In c rlcketing 
t ircles were saying that I seemed to 
be quite friendly with the 
opposition and that might have 
been having some effect on the 
younger fellows in the team and 
maybe we dldn t have the real killer 
instim t So I did make an effort to 
be a little more ruthless you know 
a bit more standoff Ish with the 
opposition I 

Do you think there is a sort of general I 
Aussie Irreverence especially when it i 
comes to playing teams, say, from the 
sub<ontinent or the West Indies? K 
doesn't happen so much with 
England... 

When you ai e plajong the West 
Indies or Pakistan or India, there is 


The English team Is one with whom the Australians get on very well. No 
sledging controversies between these countries 









always the underl 3 nng thing about 
racism in sport, which isn’t really 
all that evident But if you just 
happen to have a throw-away line, 
and It refers to someone being 
black, it causes a huge drama It’s 
never Intended to be more than a 
fiustratlon type of thing But with 
England, you know you can call an 
Englishman Just about anything, 
and they can call us aijythlng and 
Its just a stand up 
thiiig afterwards you are 
laughing about it and having a 
drink Sometimes theie is a 
different connotation placed on a 
bowler stopping and ^anng and 






having a few words 11 he is Indian 
We rc from different cultures 
Australian ciickeleis generally do 
stand and chat and all that—so 
called sledging—but the media do 
tend to beat up 

Is it a general Aussie irreverence? 

Yes. wc tend to be like that, 
nothing’s meant by it I'mjust 
explaining that It does happen and 
nothing is meant by it Hie English 
understand that Hiey don’t like it 
either, but it’s not quite the dreuna 
that it c an be made out to be with 
other counlnes 

Do you feel that age is a factor? 

Not really I'm batting quite well In 
the nets That’s the tragedy of it all. 
I suppose Why that happens, who 
knows. I won’t go to Sri Lanka later 
this year and say Tm not plajrlng 
well so that’s it ’ I owe it to the side, 
and to myself, to get throu^ It’s 
amaalng how your form comes and 
goes and 1 haven’t had too many 
slumps I’m not fbtally dlstrau^t 
about n^r batting rmprobabtynot 
as consistent as I used to be and 
I’m not making the big hundreds I 
did in the past Iknowlhave 
slacked off in my approach to niy 
batting because the team has 






played so well and that's been my 
priority rather than me scoring 
bulk runs. Maybe I've got to get 
back to being a little more selfish 
for my own batting and hopefully 
that works out well for the team as 
well. 

One of the m^ior problems an aglns 
star has, is to decide when to call it a 
day; isn’t It so? 

I want to play another couple of 
years. I'm not going to give it away, 
all right! I get asked this. like, three 
times a day for the last three years. 
Why? Does Graham Gooch get 
asked?He’s older than me. Or 
Imran Khan? Do they get asked 
cveiytlme they go Into a press 
conference, when they are going to 
give it away? After a while it gets on 
your nerves. I'm not 21. I'm 36. and 
so you think about it. But I might 
play until I'm 45. If 1 play like a 
genius next year, why should I give 
It away? I haven’t put any 
particular timing on it. Hopefully 
I'll recognise the time. 


TIm World Cup for the Auselee wee no iauohing matter and a poker fticed 
_Border walks off after practice as Marv Hughes looks bn 



The Australian batting certainly did not live up to its reputation. Here 
Boon tails to reach home and Neil Fairbrottier has the balls off 














Kt ftimiy, you know, when you arc 
doing woW, you get the praiica and 
when the team is not pcrfomiing, the 
very same captain comes in for a lot of 
stick. How Is a captain supposed to 
bear all thb? Ooepi’t it g^ to you? 
You get cranky. I suppose, because 
for the first time In weeks you lose a 
game and knives come out from ail 
directions. A month ago I was a 


Border and his men even took to golf and tennis in a vain bid to Improve 
their game and morale 





genius, last week 1 was an imbecile 
and should be dropped to make 
way for fresh stull^t's Incredible 
how your status can turn around in 
a matter of months. That's the 
thing that gets on my goat a little 
bit. Everyone says, don’t worry 
about the Press, but you cop it (you 
take the flak). You read the 
newspaper and everyone is 
hammering you abodt it. You walk 
into a shop for a bloody hot dog and 
the bloke is into you about 
something. If an Ian Chappell says 
something, or a Neil Harvqr, 
sometimes they Just repeat it for 
the sake of it. it's the hardest thing 
to live with; when everything is 
going well, it's great. but as soon as 
you go off the boil a bit, you are 
hammered. We are'all out there 
trying... playing for our country 
.. .but it doesn't always work. I 
think it hasTieen a successful 
season overall but of course people 
don't view it like that...in this 
tournament we haven't proven It 
but over the last 12 months we'd 
still be number one. Just because 
Edberg doesn't win Wimbledon, it 
doesn’t mean he is not No. 1. 

(Border doesn't realise that 
Courier is number one at the time 
of our conversation). You are 
judged as a team over more than 
one tournament. Of course, it's all 
very disappointing that we didn’t 
go a bit further and we let a lot of 
people down, but it’s not quite the 
disaster some people are p>ainting 
it to be. 

In a fHuation when You are off the 
boil', what docs a capuin do? 

Well, the captain obviously has to 
ease the tension. But it’s very 
difficult to do. We played tennis, we 
played golf, we had practice 
sessions olT. we varied practice 
sessions. But basically when a side 
is off the boil you have to wait for 
the spark. That came too late, 1 
think, for us. I don’t know why that 
happened. We did everything the 
same way as we had done before. 

« 

As captain, do you think you and your 
team were tee involved in the playing 
of cricket before the World Cup-llkc 
IncBawa s an d did n 't realty get thwe 
to think World CupY Was that a 


f think that Is a fair comment to 







Graham Gooch Is one captain who certainly did hia homework and 
Border could wall take a lesson or two from hie book 


make We didn’t have time to 
prepare, neither. I think, did India, 
there was too much cricket going 
on. but as 1 said, that is no excuse 
The Kiwis and others did their 
homework and caught us napping 
It’s amazing how one loss can 
change a whole way of thinking I 
must admit, we went into this 
Woiid Cup as if it was just another 
series of one-day games Last time 
we had thought about the World 
Cup This time, we didn’t think 
about things like run rates etc It 
wasn’t done right 

Thera era a lot of pirallcit diet ode 
can draw between Indhi and AustiaHa 
at praeent Howdocs a team tadde a 


batUng But it is something we also 
discussed and thouji^t about, but 
over a consistent period we found 
that it doesnt really work Maybe 
foi an Isolated tournament it is 
worth having a go. but we found 
that over the years it doesnt work 
for us for an extended time, at least 
on Australian wickets Maybe its 
worth a try on sub continental 
wickets wdilch are a lot flatter 

You end Simpson have claimed that 
most of the teams have copied the 


TOO 


problem, like the one India and 
Australia fkid themselves in now? is a 
drastic change of players called for? 

I don’t think there should be any 
drastic diversion from teams If a 
few guys in the wings are good 
enough cind are proving it. then no 
problem But again, one shouldn’t 
panic and try and change too much 

Do you think that the four captains of 
the teams who made it to the semis 
actually out-thought and 
out-captakicd you guys who didn't 
make It? 

I wouldn’t really generalise, but 
yes, the Kiw)s have shown quite a 
few innovations—the early 
onslaught, the early adventurous 


Australian method of playing one-day 
cricket and yet these innovations 
have been so fhiHhil. What are the 
other trends in one-day erkket seen 
in this tournament? 

First I would like to say yes that I 
feel We have been greatly 
responsible and have greatly 
contributed to the evolution of the 
one day game as it Is played today 
But, yes I think the use of a 
spinner to open the bowling on a 
slow wicket is a very good variation | 
I mean let s admit it. Martin Crowe 
sat doivn with the New Zealand 
hierarchy and worked t hings out 
well TTiey really planned their 
moves bowled well around their 
wickets etc It is something for all 
teams to look out for when you are 
plajring overseas to play conditions 
a little better than we tend to 
normally do And then it has been 
shown Uiat you have to think about 
playing diflerent oppositions 
dlflerently Yes. these are all 
lessons ^^ereas we Just didn't 
really prepare at all We had just 
been {laying a particular pattern 
and stuck to It no matter what the 
opposition or the conditions We 
didn’t really sit down and prepare a 
strategy for the Cup That’s where a 
guy like Crowe had one up on us 

Ul would you say cmitaincy hat so 






Tb check hair loss and dandruff, 
don’t use anything else 
except Keo-K*irpin Hair Vitali/er 



ISL Kci) lurpin H<iir Viuii/er reKularK cadi morning an hour 
bilurcluih Viilbcforegoingtobed Ma\s)geit«tllintoiht<>calp 
«ith hngtnips Your hair «ill !>tav healthv and beauufiil 

Kco-Kupin Hair \ltalbcer contains: 

s keratin rhe essential constituent o( hair 
• Biotin Presents excessise hair loss 
a Panthenol Reviultaes damaged hair 
s NicoimtAcid hnhanees ilisorption erf the drug 
a Resoranol Cheekii dandruff 
a Hialkvl Prevents scalp mteaion 

The pro\en scientific way 
to prevent hair loss and dandruff 

DeyH Medical 
Cate you can traat 

• liisiKxaiollwptCTatauon 





Bordf wmiltnm«nthtt hati« ni loolwduptobufvnh>dkiwot 
B«ll¥»rlh»good«.PIctiiwhoiii»hlmb>lngboiiiilwHiyBothMwtor|uit 
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and the five ttMt dMrt? 

The Kiwis were Innovative. 
Graham Gooch obviously has a 
higher presence as far as England 
are concerned. It’s dliferent when 
he Is not playing. But the Pommies 
are on a roil and luck seems to go 
your way when you are playing 
well. The South African sl^ 
reflects the nature of the cricketer 
Kepler Is: consistent, determined 
and well prepared. Pakistan ate a 
good side and Imran Is obvious^ 
an inspirational leader to have got 
his guys to hit their straps at the 
right time, though it came towards 
the end of the tournament. But 
having said all that, I think arqr of 
six teams could have won. 


Sbuncans the four semi-findistt as 
wefl as Australia and the West Indtes. 
What about bidiaT 

Well. I say because there were, in 
the end, only six teams in 
contention for the seml-flnal 
places. Every one of the teams was 
vulnerable That was the nature of 
the tournament. 

What about your captaincy? 

Well, we won four out of eight 

matches so It’s hard to tell about 

my captaincy. I’ll leave that for you 
to Judge. 

ypusayon c daye r kha t hasevDivod. 

H ow com e, then, a tcaniHIca South 
AWci^whovw M UOUtof thaa a ni cfor 
Myaar% can sudde n ly com a back an d 
make It to the scmMinals of the 
World Cup? JohnMcEnvoecould not 
come bock kilo tennis after a break 




again. But then again, tecdinolagy 
and the way tennis is (flayed; 
maybe that has (flumged. I d<m*t ' 
know. I don’t follow the 
techncflc^cal changes of tennis 
that much. But cxrtalnfy cme-day 
cricket has changed. I mean, the 
South Africans didn’t only sit back 
for22years Thryhaveaveiy 
competitive domestic otie-day 
competition, they've had dlfierent 
teams visiting out there, a lot of 
English players go out there and 
play and coach; so th^ have been 
able to sit back and watch tactics 
evolve Internationally in the 
one-day game. And they have done 
their homework very well. 

Ihcrs has been a lot of talc about 
overkW of one<day cricked esp ec ia ll y 
with thb World C14) coarins soon after 
the World Series sames etc Is there a . 
danger that we arc playkig too much 
one-day cricket at the expense of the 


Yeah...butage. McEnroe isn’t 21 


I thlnkTest cxlcket comes first. And 
^s. thne is too much of one day 
stuff being played. It's up to the 
public to determine and it seems 
they like the one-day game better. 
But I think that th^ (the public) 
are getting force-fed that the 
one-day game is the one to watch 
rather than Test matches. We've 
got to make sure we keep Test 
cricket fresh and promote It 
properly. Certain^ from the 
players point of view. It is the game 
that we want to play. But 
apparently the public realty like 
the one-day stuff. As long as we can 
keep both in equilibrium, that 
would be Ideal. Of course, as I have 
said before, we are professionals 
so we are not suffering realty. We 
have to play regardless of a white 
ball enr r^ ball. As £ar as 1 am 
concerned. 1 love cricket and It’s 
adiat I want to do. I prefer It to doing 
ajob (laughs): we’re professionals 
now, that's the good side of it We 
moan a little ah^t being a little 
jaded but cricket leads to a lot of 
other good things in life, doesn’t It? 

Anv smbitiBiis left for flic icmsbidcr 
ofyourcMccr? 

Yes, lO.OOOTbstruns...and Suimy 
knows Itl • 
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I Tdtf&vourtte 
ptecetifcuivice 
cveiy mo^r f^es 
herdauf^rrof 
marriageable age; ‘The 
'way to a man's heart is 
through htsstomarh". 

It seems that in this 
world competitive 
sprnl. as science comes 
to rule almost every 
aspect of a sportsman's 
career, the nickel er does 
not somehow fall into 
this cai^oty. Take a look 
ai some of the paunches 
(read beer and other 
bellies) on the field 
during the World Cup. 
and it makes you wonder 
whether international 
cricketers arc perhaps 
the most physically unfit 
of all professional 
sportsmen. And that too 
in an era when the 
demands of 
llmlted'Overs cricket 
should have made many 
players follow the motto 
of'eat lean, flght mean'. 

During this World 
Cup, there was great 
interest about the eatli^ 
habits of the various 
; teams. Much has been 
said In the past about the 
non-availabill^ of‘(bods' 
fn>m home, but V " 
common consensus, so 
diverse was the food cm 
; oiler to the players 
i throughout tti^ 
tournament, that most 
learns found it ea^ to 
find their traditional or 
preferred cuisine. 

Ofcourse. mystique 
still surrounded the 
I, Indian team. Especial^ 
the vegetarians, who 
'' areurdtng to one report, 
“aat only rei^onal South 
Indian. foodMJnlike 
' thi^rcoUeagues. “they 
' for a fast 

' Ibc^^tlet If they cannot 
Unda aqultablc Indian 
nstaucatit. Iriftesd. 
ftnmasectat 
^mpariiiMMil inllieDr 
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powders and other such 
things, to accompany 
the staple rice and 
yc^urt from a take>away 
near their team hotel. 
Had their calling been 
hockey or wrestling, 
their very special nmls 
would be met. as those 
national teams still tour 
with their own chef.“ 

That the Indian 
cricketers still frequent 
Junk food joints, only 
goes to prove how much 
Importance is given to 
diet, so important for 
ultimate p^ormance in 
sport. 

Australian team 
physio. Errol 
Ah^t—who describes 
his position with the 
team as that of 
paycholoj^st, 
physiotherapist, doctor, 
trainer, nutritionist, 
mother, father and what 
have you—belleves that 
cricketers must accept 
the Importance of strict 


diet and weight control. 

Without imposing 
anything on his players, 
Alcott preaches the need 
for good. Intelligent, 
commonsense eating. 
Only Merv Hughes, who 
would eat anything that 
crosses his path If left on 
his own. is kept under 
strict supervision. Alcott 
says he checks their 
hotel room-service bills 
to monitor his players' 
eating habits. 

During this World 
Cup. curry wasavery 
popular dish, the 
organisers claiming that 
currles-~or at least the 
Australian version of 
itx-was very often served 

during lunch for the 
players. Many 
cricketers, not onty from 
India, asked for cuny if it 
wasn't included on the 
menu. 

Of course. Ashar's 
eating of hs/a/meat also 


gethl^wtfl 

cepteld(tt.< 



lived msintyasa 
vegetarian throughout 
his first tour as Indian 
captain in Mew Zealand 
two years ago. 

The biggesVsouTm! o( 
home foM for the Indian 
team comes not from 
hotels or restaurants, 
but from Indians living in 
the 'country' being 
toured. They go to the 
great extents to please 
the cricketers who lap up 
both the food and 
hospitality. 

One Melbourne paper 
evencarrieda 
photc^raph of Azhar 
cooking a meal, with the 
caption: 'Indian captain 
Arharuddin prepares his 
special Musfon diet in 
Adelaide'. 

In the Press Box the 
salads were funnily 
enough also 0 great | 
source of amusement, 
since sub-continent 
cricketers are not used to 
subsisting on lettuce 
and other such stuff. 
When asked why his 
playera were so amused < 
to see people tudkhiginto 
asalad, Imran Khan 
ejqda tned to an Aussic 
journaim that, 'm our ' 
country thera lano 
ooncein of sided. Oursfo 
a hi^ roughage food, >' ** 
andln thebeonntng^ 


/wiwr* Imran bim^ 
thbilu tiiat Auau^ 
the finest iff seafood imdv 













(^iii^and Marsh, mavericks no doubt. 
But betting against own team ! 

tampered with the cherry. 
Sandpaper ? Nope, lip ice ! 
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"WHAT'S THE USE OF 
POTENTIAL...WHEN 
YOU DON'T HAVE THE 


URGE? 


Mohammad Azharuddin counters 
the charges thrown 
at him by Suprakash Ghoslml 





When there Is 8u^ poor 
performmwe how can 
you keep saying tiiat Oils 
Is a talented team? 

I Oilnk the basic problem 
was In the mind. There 
was no urge 

KambllatuI 

Saurav...same thing We 
hoped that Kambll would 
be of more use. But It did 
not happen 

Whyshouldthe team not 
haveeonfideneeinme? 
¥fby etm't th^gve their 
Hfeformetdso? 


Before the tour you were said to be 
leading a highly talented side to 
Australia. A side vrhich had an equal 
blend of experience and youth. This 
assumption has obviously flopped. 
Comment. 

What s the pxnnt in having talent, 
what s the point of having potential 
when the potential cannot be 
li ansiated into pei foi mance‘<* 

I have been heanng lor a long 
time that this Indian side is 
extremely talented But the 
question Is how do you determine 
talent*? On the basis of 
performance isn t It? So. wdiere 
there is such poor perlormaiice 
how can you keep saying that this 
was a very talented team? What’s 
the point? 

Would you say then that these boys' 
potential was largely overestimated? 

Yeah, 1 mean what’s the point 
talking about their talent, their 
potential, when there Is no 
performance I don't believe in 
talking Ifthey were talented, th^ 
wrould have performed Since the 
performance is so poor, how can 
you keep saying that these boys are 
extreme^ talentedr How can you 
gauge talent? 

Okay, talent apart what's missing? 
What made the team perform so 
badly? 

Well lack of mental tou^mesa,’ 
motlvadon. 





I can Sell you if we had put In even 
60 per cent of our effort we would 
not have had such a disastrous 
tour. Sometimes when the bowling 
did well, the battli^ failed. And 
then there was this problem about 
fielding. 

•lit do you resret takins some older 
playcn on the tour whose Midden 
selection raised many eye b r o ws, like 
Srlkkanth. 

Not everybody can be successful 
on every tour. 

lut what if someone falls because he 
is daimins to be fitr while actually he 
is not. 

Yes. but what can i do when the 
doctors in Bombay said he was fit; 
Ravi Shastri him.self said he was 
nt. And he is a senior player. 


What were you 9oins to say about the 
fkldins? 

The fielding was bad. very bad. I 
mean our boysJu.st couldn’t cope 
with the pressure, "niey could not 
get the best out of thcmselve.s. No 
one was willing to go out of his way. 
No one even dived, you know, to 
stop a boundary. There are times 
when you Just can't .stop every ball 
by running or chasing it. You have 
to dive, you have to give your best! A 
lot of runs can be saved that way. 
So. in one word, the fielding was 
disastrous. 

But don^ the ficldins lapses directly 
Indicate that there was a fitness 
problem in the whole team? 

Well, that’s a very sweeping 
assumption. But I think the basic 
problem was in the mind. There 
was no ui^e. 

You tent back Sauriv Ganguli, even 
thoush he only sot a semblance of a 
chance to prove himseif. Wasn't this 
uirfair? 

Weil, he looks like a talented 
player. But somehow he could not 
inspire any confidence in me I just 
could not bring myself to think that 
he could be 6f any use to me. He 
does have a lot of talent, but the 
way it all happened, you know, he 
couldn't generate any confidence 










■lit then what about Kimbli? you 
took him Mndbi) back a talented bat 
Ilka QansuH. What was your net gain? 

Nothing Kambliand 
Saurav same thing We hoped 


that Kambll would be of more use 
But it did not happen Itlsnotfair 
to talk about individuals like this 
But that’s it That's leaUty. The 
Board asked me to take Kambll, I 


tookachance It did not pay off 
Maybe, if I had kept on persisting 
with Saurav, tiyinghlminmore 
matches, we would have had better 
results Saurav has to work a lot on 







his attitude, his fielding. Just 
having a little batting talent won't 
do. Kambll was also rated as 
extremely talented. So, ljust tooka 
chance. Bad luck for Saurav. Bad 



luck for Kambll. 

Hick has bam a lot of crttkiaai about 
your capt a incy. ITS being said yo u 
could not motivate the playcn, which 
Is m essential part ^ your Job. What 
do you think? 

I don’t think that Is fair. I went to 
every player In his hour of need, 
discussed the problems he had. 
been fiiendly with him. Given good 
advice, mlx^ with them all the 
time. 1 was very much a team man 
So, adiat more could I have done 
You put this particular question 
up for me In your magazine, 
asking all your readers, and cricket 
fans: What should I have done and 
should do as the captain? What 
were my shortcomings? 

Now you ask the players what did 
they find lacking in me as a 
captain? 

Weil, some of them IMK siKSdy said 
diet India needs a captain like bnran. 
you'K too mild manneredr too much 
of a nkc guy, and also rather aloof . 

But 1 can’t copy someone What 
does Imran do, anywa)^’^ Does he go 
around whipping people, or 
lashing them into giving their best 
on the field? I think Imran Is more 
aloof, and more insulated than 
anyone else 

But bnran is looked upon as a God in 
Pakistani cricket. He has a big im^. 
Anyone can give his life for him. 

Weil, Imran is a great cricketer, 
which IS why they respect him But 
aren’t we also accomplished ? 

But hnran is looked upon as a God in 
PakistMil cricket. He has a big image. 
Anyone can give his life for him. 

Well. Imran Is a great crltkcier. 
whichiswhy they respett him But 
aren’t we also accomplished 
cncketers? Why should the team 
not have confidence in me'''Why 
can’t they give their life for me also? 
Well, if they cannot give their life for 
their captain, then they cannot 
give their hie for their country too 
And that bnngs us back to the 
basic problem [.ackof 
commitment And that’s their 
problem. Not mine 

How do you explain this phenomenon 
that eve r ythne them is a disastrous 
tour, the bicBan crideeters’patriotism 



Vinod Kambli: total flop 


is qucstioneit like you suggested? 

i did not suggest anything It’s ail 
there foryou to see and Judge You 
see for yourself I have no further 
comment to make on this subJet t 

Would you like to be retained as 
skipper In such uneasy 
circumstances? 

If they select me again. I would not 
say no For deep down, my 
consi lencc Is cleat that even 
though I may have made some 
mistakes, which every human 
being can make, there was no lack 
ofsincentyonmypart There was 
no lac k of commitment 1 his. 
however, was not the rase ivlth 
many others 

And you’re talking about being 
like Imran? What does it mean, 
running to the players, rebuking 
them, using bad language and all? 
It does not make sense 

it hM been said by some 
eyewitnesses on this tour, that the 
d^afe, the failures, wcK not 
upsetting the boys. No one was 
feeling hurt. Is that true? 

That’s right, and that’s very bad 

What went wrong with your batting? 

I think I was going muc h too 
forward, and then when I realised 
what was wrong, I corrected it by 
playing more on the backfoot And 
that's how I got back my fonn 
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By SUPRAKASH GHOSHAL and ROBIN CHATTERJEE 


I 't seemsasifallthef^loiyof 
Indian cricket haa suddenly 
vanished. 

■ How It vanished, and what 
came to replace It, is a stoiy not so 
much of villainy or greed—t hough 
in Indian cricket's age-old saga, 
there are potfuls of toth—but more 
of changing times and changing 
men. of altered attitudes and lack 
of professionalism and honour. 
Months agp, when, like the faint 
rumblings that hoBld an 
earthqu^e. India experienced its 


early discomflture in Australia.The 
only bit of optimism we clung on to 
was that the failure must have 
been a temporaiy aberration. 
Simply because, after a long time 
Indian cricket was now bestowed 
with a bunch of boys brimming 
with talent and youth and 
complemented with the maturity 
and experience of a number of 
seasoned veterans. Technically, 
there was nothing in the game this 
bunch could not do. and do 
brllliantfy. In fact, so much was the 


concentration of talent in the 
countty,that anyone vdio did not 
succeed early was likely to receive 
short shrill. So Intense was the 
competition that quality was 
bound to emerge. 

Against a backdrop like this, 
hope was Imperishable. 

Yet. five months later, now, the 
team has returned absolutely and 
totally humiliated in every 
department of the game. And it was 
Indeed amazing, for on the one 
hand there was this profusion of 
talent, endorsed, acknowledged 
and praised by pundits and 
laymen alike, while on the other, 
there was this reality of India’s 
crumbling glory. How do you 
reconcile the two? Talent and 
failure. Strength and meekness. 
Youth and surrender. Experience 
confounded in the simplest of 
situations. 

How do you explain this 
distressing paradox? 

It is impossible for 
anyone—pundit or layman—to 
claim that the guys who went 
Down Under did not represent the 
cream of India's cricketing talent. 
As Ashok Mankad pointed out, 
"except for one or two, no-one could 
make any changes in the current 
Indian side." There was no way one 
could complain that a better side 
could have been chosen. 

Then, why the failure? Why the 
abject surrender? Why the 
repetitive, sickening sequence of 
mistakes made time after time? 

Sportsworld’s quest was to find 
an acceptable answer of this 
seemln^y intractable paradox. To 
find those missing Ingredients that 
should have been there but were 
not there to mould our talent to its 
logical destination: SUCCESS. 

And in our search, vdiich we 
undertook through a series of 
extensive interviews—some of 
which eventualty turned into 
confessions—with a number of 
important participants in the 
Australian misactyenture. we came 
across a number of major Issues 
that brought about this 
unprecedented disaster. 











honest, whole hearted dedication 
to a cause, the awareness of the 
value of honour has its own 
rewards UkemtheoseofManoJ 
Prabhakar 

Today ManoJ Prabhakar is one of 
the few c rlcketers to have returned 
irom Australia a completely happy 
man My c onscience is clear 1 may 
not have emerged right on top of 
the list of highest wicket takers 
But I did well, which is what I had 
vowed to do before setting out for 
Australia And 1 gave my hundred 
per cent Not only for myself but the 
team So Im happy Veiy happy 
And I wish most of my 


teammates could return home 
with the same feeling of pride 
Prabhakar is rightfully 
insinuating that mere t^ent is not 
enough—to be successful like he 
has, requires motivation, 
involvement and commitment 
also Mohammad Azharuddln for 
one would certainly agree with 
him What is this nonsense of 
Udent potential and all that I have 
been hearing about, man? he 
asked disgustedly What s the 
use of havi^ talent or potential 
whatever you may tall it, if you 
don t have the ability and the urge 
to transform it into performance?! 










Saurav Ganguly: laid back 


had been told that we have had 
talented players In all the major 
departments of the side Batting, 
bowling, fielding. But everywhere 
our pertormance has been bad. 
simply bad. Even If you give some 


grace marks to battuig, and maybe 
bowling, then look at the fielding, 
where &e attitude of the team is 
best reflected. Fielding was bad. 
very bad. People were not even 
willing to dive. 

"Whether In Test matches or one- 
day cricket, there are situations 
when you can’t Just run and ch<ise 
the ball to prevent runs. You have 
to dive. Just throw yourself into it. 


No one did it. So. where was the 
motivation? The mental urge? And 
if you don’t have that;what’s the 
use of talent? There should have 
been much more commitment 
than what we saw in Australia to 
make use of the talent." 

This lack of motivation was 
particularly palpable when the 
crunch came. And manager Abbas 
All Baig did not mince words: ”1 
won't say that the lack of 
motivation was there all the time 
But it definitely became very 
appallingly evident when the 
crunch came." he said 'You may 
take things easy when the going is 

{ 'ood, but in moments of crisis, the 
east one could expect of a 
professional cricketer at this level 
was a diehard, unrelenting 
attitude. But whenever India faced 
the crunch, there was a lack of 
involvement or commitment, 
whatever you may call it" 

In other words, as admitted by 
the skipper, the manager and 
others, there was this reluctance to 
fight back, there was this crisis of 
character. And that inexorably 
takes us back to the KhyberPass 
Syndrome, as Raj Singh 
Dungarpur so pathetically 
suggested, explaining, '1 must 
mention that there is something 
more thanjust talent which is 
required. More thanjust youth. 
There is something in the overall 
personality. If a guy has played 
around 30 Internationals, then he 
is no longer raw; he knows how to 
win matches. But then the 
Important requisite is character, 
which only Sachin Tendulkar has 
shown. Gavaskar had it at a young 
age. but the rest don’t have it." 

The problem of attitude came 
into sharper focus when captain 
Azharuddin openfy crltlcis^ the 
youn^ters in the team for having 
the wrong temperament He said 
the juniors did not have the will to 
win, neither did they show any 
inclination to learn fixim 
experience, or from their proximity 
to senior players.^And some of 
them were even laid back. 

Manager Abbas All Baig too 
made the same allegations. 

Then there was this controversy, 
during the tour, about youngster, 
Saurav Ganguly being sent back 
unceremoniously after getting onty 
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d semblance of an opportunity to 
prove himself Well, when one says 
semblance of an opportunity', one 
is Immediately aware that It might 
trigger ofif a controversy, with a 
great many Saurav detractors 
taking up the cudgels in protest 

But what was surprising was 
that even the Indian manager 
Abbas All someone who was party 
to the decision to send him back 
did concede that Saurav did not get 
enough opportunities And even 
regretted that Saurav had to be 
sent back And yet believe it or not, 
the soil spoken uncontroversial 
former cricketer was categorical in 
saying that Saurav s attitude was 
wrong 

He was laid liack Abbas All 
said His attitude was wrong He 
did not seem very eager to learn 
rather it seemed he preferred to live 
m his own world IIis fielding was 
bad his running between the 
wickets was suspect Idontthink 
lor a talented c ric keter like him 
these are technical problems 
rathei these are problems of the 
mind Saurav has to work very 
hard on these points 

Captain A/haruddin was even 
more ruthless 

Sauravjust c ould nut inspire 
any confidence in me as simple as 
that and that s why he was sent 
back A/harsaid He looks 
talented yes Good batting 
technique But you know its so 
difflc ult to explain IJust could not 
bnng myself to depend on him he 
just did not evoke any positive 
thinking in me The way he earned 
himself the way he did at the nets 
Altogether it nevei ck < urred to me 
that he could be useful That I 
(ould depend on him 

Ironically enough when 
Mohammad Azharuddin talks 
about the general lack of 
motivation and commitment in his 
side, he almost Inescapably drags 
himself into his own muddle of 
mediocre captaincy Doesnthe? 









Kapil Div: nrianttoss aggression 
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r ris an accepted fact that as 
much as match strategy, 
motivating the players into a 
fighting force is usually the 
captain's responsibility 
It may be true that every player 
must employ his own positive 
psychology in the applitation oi his 
pla)rlng skill llie grxid bowler must 


have more than pace, the spinner 
must aim for more than a little 
wavering in his trajectory; every 
one must reach his fullest 
potential and b^ond For, more 
than the achievements of 
celebrated captains, the epic 
stories of cncket relate the 
sat nllf es of lesser mortals who 
have won or saved many a battle 
after the great have fallen 
Nevertheless, the captain’s role 
in this game of chance and 


calculation is of enormous 
importance, especial^ in terms of 
man-management 
And ifi this regard, when 
Arharuddm points a finger at 
others, denouncing their 
atbtudes, doesn't it reflect sadly on 
his own f ompetence—as captain^ 

I think we need a captain like 
Imran, said Manoj Prabhakar, a 
significant comment that in a way 

Imran Khan* leadership personified 
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summed up the problem. 

Imran Khan. yes. So rightly said. 
Everything this man does is 
marked a natural grace, bearing 
an almost innate stamp of 
authority, confldence and 
reassurance. As he walks out to 
bat. or bowl or even field—six feet 
tall, lithe but with adequately wide 
shoulders—he almost 
immediately exudes authority, 
personifying the very concept of 
leadership. 

And then once he is in the thick of 
the action, his sharp eye. his early 
assessment of the enemy and his 
own boys coupled with an uncanny 
sense of the intricacies of cricket, 
his inborn gift of timing, makes his 
accession to the throne automatic. 
It all works like a powetful'catalyst 
performing the right chemistry. 

Whether this chemistry happens 
in the Indian team Is highly 
debatable. 

Mohammad A/.haruddin. the 
lean, athletic, epoch-making . 
batting sensation of India was 
coronated as captain two years 
ago. And in the following years 
there were times when even 
experts seemed to have accepted 
his captaincy potential without 
question. Not that India conquered 
the world under A/har's 
leadership, but, overall, the team 
and its young captain enjoyed 
smooth sail—so much so that his 
selection as skipper before every 
series, at home or abroad. Irecame 
ridiculously routine. 

And Interestingly, even when 
Azharuddin's own batting went 
awry, his status as the leader 
remained almost sacrosanct, even 
though his selection to the team 
itself was not above controversy. 

One remembers asking a 
celebrated former Indian skipper 
Just before the Aussie tour whether 
Azharuddin’s election as captain 
should be automatic. His answer 
was a confident yes. of course. 

'There can be no doubt about it. 

And then five months later, now. 
Manql Prabhakar says. "Azhar is 
trx)mild-mannered a person. He's 
a nice guy. no doubt, but hecan't 
impose his authority on the team 
stron^yenough." 

Almost as If to clarify 
PraWiakar's honest statement 


■ 

I# 


"I think AMharutkOn Is 
beh^nuHle a seapegoat. 
Ha tAona should not be 
blamed fmr the team’s 
total failure” 




MADHAV RAO SCINDIA 


“I tdways tried to be as 
close to Hie players as 
possible. I gave them 
advice, Med to resolve 
Hieir problems, 
Instructed them on 
various sbate^es. So, I 
should have no problems 
regarding 
nuuMnanagement” 


MOHAMMAD AZHARUDDIN 


“There Is one nugor 
negaUve point In Azhar’s 
captaincy style. He 
believes all Hie players 
In Hie sUe should 
motivate themselves to 
give their best” 


ABBAS AM BAIG 
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manager Abbas All explains 
There is one major negative point 
In Azhar's captaincy style That Is, 
he believes all the players in the 
side can take care of themselves 
Playing at the very lop level of 
cricket, bethinks all the boys 
should be able to motivate 
themselves to give their best I hey 
should realise their 
responsibilities well enough, their 
accountability to the nation Not 
necessarily should the captain 
have to go around goading them 
and pushing them like a slave 
driver Eveiybnc is entitled to his 
own philosophy but I'm not sure 
whether Ihis theory works in 
cricket 

Mohammad A/haruddIn is, 
indeed, a perfect gentleman, which 
is why he entertained all the 
embarrassing questions that were 
put betore him Without oflering 
any excuses to evade the 
criticisms, he candidly defended 
his captaincy style, saying, 1 know 
what I did 1 have tried my best 
always to be as c lose to the players 
bs possible. 1 gave them advice, 
tried to resolve their pi oblems, 
instructed them on various 
strategies I'm always a very easy 
open and simple guy So, 1 should 
have no problems regarding 
man-management what do 
they mean by being like Imran? 
Does it mean keep a boss like air 
about oneself, going to players on 
the field rebuking someone or 
using bad languagdsvhen one 
makes mistakes'? 1 think I vc 
looked alter my boys well, and 1 
always thought I was quite popular 
with them ^ ifthel^kistaniscan 
give their life for Imian. as you are 
saying why cant the Indians give 
their life for me? And If they can't, 
then that's their problem, not 
mine Alter all they are not playing 
for me. they are playing for the 
country 

Axharuddin s image as skipper, 
however. sulTered a severe dent 
when the Ravi Shastrl c ontrover^ 
broke A/haruddin s authority 
over the boys, and his 
decision-making ability faced a 
crisis 

Ravi ShMtrl’a peoularlty rating 
nosg-divad, but did Iw dasarv* 
auch shabby trMrtmmt? 


THE RAVI SHASTRI 
CONTROVERSY 









T hat vice captain Ravi 

Shastri was not quite flt to 
play after his return from 
India was all too palpable. 
Even to those who watch^ him 
play thousand of miles away on TV 
Azhar's problem was he persisted 
with Ravi Shastri even though it 
was against his convictions. "What' 
could 1 do? The doctors in Bombay 
said he was ftt; he himself said he 
was flt, and he's a senior player. 
What could 1 have done in such a 
situation?" 

In fact, the situation eventually 
came to such a pass that midway 
through,manager Abbas Ali Balg 
and Azharuddln decided to 
dissolve the tour selection 
committee, of which Sha.slri 
himself was an important member. 

Abbas Ali says this was done 
because the .situation had become 
too "delicate", and Azhar says it 
was quite a sen.sible thing to do for 
smooth decision-making and avoid 
any problems or embarrassment. 

Ra\t Shastri was subsequemly 
dropped midway through the Cup, 
Whether Azharuddln wanted to 
drop Shastri even earlier, but could 
not take a tough decision against 
his lieutenant will never be knpwn 
for sure. But what threw some 
interesting light on the "delicate" 
situation was ManoJ Prabhakar's 
candid comment. "Azhar cannot 
call a spade a spade. Ravi Shastri's 
fltness was deflnitcly suspect." 

Whatever the problem, the issue 
may have been foiigotten. or not 
even become a controversy, had 
Shastri not played so slowly and 
aimlessly against Australia. When 
Shastri was asked why he scored 
so slowly, he told David McMahon 
of The Melbourne Age. "no one gave 
me instructions to the contrary 
during thegame” That seems a 
little naive, for Shastri has enough 
experience to know whatis 
required of him In diflerent 
situations. Had we won that 
Australia match, he may well have 
been kept in the side. The fact is we 
didn't win, and it reflects poorly on 
both Azhar's Inability to exert 
authority and Shastri's penchant 
for induibng himself even thqn^ 
he probably knew he wasn't fl"h 

Slw^ri refusiM 




“WhaicouMlito?Th0 
doctors In Bombay saU 
ho waatih hohImsMf 
said ho was m ami bo’s a 
sonlor playor’ 
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MOhlAMMAD AZHARUDDIN 







“Azharlstoo 
mlld-numnorod a parson. 
Ho cannot call a spado a 
spado. 

Havl Shastri's Htnoss 
was doHrdtoly suspect 


MANOJ PF^ABNAKAR 
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In fact, thosituatlen 
ovontually came to such 
a pass that midway 
HumMgh the toumamont 
managorAbbas All Balg 
mid captain Axhamddin 
doddodtodlssolvo the 
tour soloctlon commit- 
too, of wMch Shastri hlm- 
solf was an Important 
momhor 
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FIELDING/PROFESSIONALISM 


F or that malte^ was the 
general fitness standard 
of a large sertlori of (he 
(earn suspect too? Else, 
how does otte explain skipper 
Azharuddln's downright 
condemnation of the Indian 
fielding as “bad. poor and 
unpardonable." 

A/har said quite a nunilier of 
players were not even fortheoming 
to dive on the Held to take a catch 
save a boundary. "Ifyour reflexes 
arc good, you cannot Just let a ball 
go by just like that. You will 
automatically itnd yourself 
springing towards it. but of course, 
that is if you have the Involvement 
In the game, if you have enough 
commitment." 

There is this Interesilng. 
somewhat ironical|episode told by 
the former chairman of the 
selection co,mmlttee, Raj Singh 
DungarpUr. During one of India's 
recent tours he had to go around 
telling all the players that the 
laundry bills for their dirtied • 
flannel would be picked up by him 
personally. Raj Singh had to say 
this to stimulate his boys to 


greater, whole-hearted, hundred 
per cent commitment during 
fielding because he had noticed 
thai ihe boys were not exerting 
themselves as If worried not to 
spoil their outfits. Raj Singh 
perhaps would have done well If he 
had given this useful Up to the 
beleaguered Indian manger Abbas 
All. 

Perhaps, as far as the issue of 
fitness is conc:emed. no one could 
be in a better position to 
judge than Kapil Dev. the 
man whose unwavering 
professionalism has now become 
crlc:ket‘s most enduring legend. 

"Tliat Ideal of high 
professionalism must be (here in 
.eveiyone. you know, the feeling 
that one must not be looked upon 
as a liability on the field. And more 
than batting or bowling, fielding 
lap.ses really make you look like a 
fool. I’d neverexprect that proud, 
young self-conscious youngsters 
of today would subject themselves 
to such a humiliation. But sadly, it 
happens." 

Anyone who knows Kapil well 
will realise that these are not empty 


words. As a cricketer, he always 
strives to keep himself at the very 
apex of his physical prowess. 
Obviously, he does not want to look 
like a fool, and once again in 
Australia he did indeed emerge a 
hero. And understandhbly to a 
man like him, the fielding lapses 
were hurtful. 

"It indeed Is very disappointing to 
see siych things. It does affect the 
morale. Whenever those who are 
good and fit see others mess things 
up on the field, I hey give up hope, 
and eventually It affects their 
performances too." 

Ironically enough, the Indian 
fielding lapses seem to have 
pained (he veterans and former 
cricketing stm% of the country 
more than the younger ones. Even 
Sunil Gava.skar found his 
experience Down Under 
distressing, and almost sought 
consolation from (he Pakistani 
fielding excellence. 

"The Pakistanis set a glorious 
example for eveiyone especially us 
Indians to emulate. Their 
teamwork, gradually improving 
fielding standards, showed that if 





















you are essentially fit, you may 
recover your lost ground quickly, 
especially when you smell victory 
close by. Intr^ and his boys were 
fit from the very beginning. But 
temporarily they could not put it to 
use.‘But once they broke loose, 
they Just wreaked havoc on 
everyone. That’s what happens 
when the basic strength and 
athleticism is there," opined Sunil 
Gavaskar. 

Perhaps the Indian players could 
have done better on the field if they 
had been willing to learn from 
better examples. 

The presence of so much youth 
in the Indian team should surely 
have given India an edge on many 
fronts, apart fromjust fielding. 
Sadly, the youth were more in 
the doledrums than the 

veterans some of whom did not 
even merit selection. And the prime 
example of that is the failure of 
the Kambli-Saurav Ganguly duo, 
the two names that generated.^ lot 
of hope, but only in vain, 
highlighting so symbolically the 
negative, disappointing aspects of 
the Indian tour. 


Ttw Indian players along with 
manager Abbas All Baig fen out for 
a practice session: felling rsflaxes? 






“Ifyour roftoxes are 
good, you cannot Juat lot 
a ball go by Juat Ilka Hurt. 
You will automatically 
find youraolf aprii^ng 
towarda It” 


MOHAMMAD AZHARUDDIN 


“That Ideal of bigh 
prefoaalenallm muat bo 
fftoro In ovoryono, you 
know, the fooling ttat 
one nuiat not bo looked 
upmim a liability on die 
flold” 


KAPIL DEV 


Tboro la dila Interoating, 
aomowbat Irtmlcal, 
opiaodo told by the 
fyrmerebalmian of die 
Solocdon Commlttoo, 
Itig Singh Dungtarpur dud 
during one oflmUa'a 
roconttourahohadto 
toll all the playora dud 
dm laundry Irilla far dmlr 
lUrdod dannol would bo 
pl^odupbyhhn 
peraonaify 
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I MauravandKambll—same 
^ thing, almost parallel cases," 
said captain Azharuddin. I 
heard Saurav Ganguly was such a 
talented cricketer but he Just could 
not inspire any confidence in me. 
Then I tried another cricketer, 
Kambli, whom everyone was 
describing as a sensational 
batsman. Now, look what 
happened." 

And sadly, far from being of any 
use to the team. Kambli seemed to 
havb left some unpleasant 
Impressions on teammates, who 
thought he overestimates himself. 

"K^bli has got such a big head, 
n^god. He has to be more patient. 
You cannot think yourself to be a 
superstar, when you're Just 
loitering around the wings. You 

Saurav Qanguiy: no confidance 
Vined Kambli (rtgM): a big haad? 



have to perform and then fancy 
yourself as a big time guy. And he is 
so fun loving, it seems more than 
the cricket field, he would prefers 
discotheque." laughs ManoJ 
Prabhakar. • 

So the question remains whether 
the replacemenl of Saurav and 
induction of Kambli yielded any 
concrete results. 

Well, in the opinion of skipper 
Azharuddin, *no' according to 
ManoJ Prabhakar. ‘Saurav is a very 
talented batsman and could have 



been ofmuch greater use, andly 
Abbas All Balg's own admission, 
"Saurav should have got some 
more opportunities to prove his 
talent.” 

"But you know, it happens. Bad 
luck sheer bad luck. 
Circumstances were such that we 
had to make some experiments, 
take chances. shufDe around 
pte^yers fbr better results,” said 
Balg. 















E ven though the failure of 
Saurav and Kambli in a 
way symbolised the 
Inexplicable stagnation 
of the new generation batting 
talent of India, it cannot be denied 
that among the youth there arc 
quite a few dashing strokemakers 
willing to tilt at all the bowlers of 
the world. Some of them are quite 
stylish and aggressive, but. sadly, 
except Sachin Tendulkar, their 
belligerence never really came to 
the fore. And coupled with it was 
the problem of the veteraris' total 
failure. ‘There was no doiibt that 
India's batting depth was not quite 
negligible, but 1 think the ability to 
put up vidth pressure has to be # 
improved," said Sunil Gavaskar. 

^rhaps, the only name that was 
for some time being uttered in the 
same breath as Sachin Tenduyitar 
was Sanjay Manjrekar. Together 
they symbolised India's batting 
resurgence. But Manjrekar's 
indifferent performances on the 
tour Indeed blunted the edge of the 
Indian attack. So. significantly Ian 
Chappell said that Manjrekar 
could not handle the rising ball and 
was falling to hook them properly. 
This was mainly because of his 
habit of playing on Indian wickets 
where there is little bounce. 
Australia proved a different 
proposition for Manjrekar, which 
he could not adapt himself to. 

And to make matters worse, the 
persistence with the forgotten 
soldiers like Dilip Vengsarkar. 
Krlshnamacharl Srikkanth, 
yielded little results. 

"Well, these guys are very 
experienced and I didn’t think that 
their days were over yet." said 
Azharuddln defending his decision 
to persist with them. 

“Look at Srlkkanth's one day 
record. How can you ignore such a 
player. And during the tour there 
was alnra^s this possibility that he 
will burst into his original form. So 
Srikkanth was not quite supposed 
to be a liability. And that's true 
about DiUp too. You got to dejaend 
oh Mme of your experienced 
players also. And I dcrn’t bigme 



‘‘There wee eomeUOng 
¥frong¥flthmyim>foeeh. 

Teehnleally speaking, I 
wiu going tee imieh on 
the front foot, and too 
early. It took me a intle 
too long to realise this” 


MOHAMMAD AZhiARUDIAN 




‘‘Kamhllhasgotsueha 
big head. He has 


to be more patient. And 
helssofuu'loving. It 
seems more Hum Um 
erieketHeld, he would 
prefer a diseo” 


MANOJ PRABHAKAR 



‘‘Well, these guys 
(Vmigsarkarand 
Srikkanth) are very 
experienced mid I Mbit 
think Hint their days 
were overyot” 
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INDIAN BATTINQ 
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Inn No 

Runs 

Avgs 

HS 

C 

F 

Sachin Tendulkar 


18 

17 J 

684" 

49 60 

84 

— • 

7 

Mohd Arharuddin 


18 

17 t 

468 

31.12 

93 


4 

Knsh Srtkkanth 


17 

17 1 

426 

26 62 

82 


3 

SubmtoBanerjce 


5 

S 3 

49 

24 90 

29* 



Kapil Ocv 


18 

18 9 

312 

2400 

42 

— 

— 

Ajay Jadeja 


6 

5 1 

93 

23.29 

46 

— 

— 

Sanjay Mamrekar 


16 

16 0 

342 

21 37 

97 

— 

2 

Ravi Shasirl 


U 

U 0 

245 

20.41 

61 


2 

Pravecn Amre 


It 

10 1 

198 

17 59 

33 


_ 

Klran More 


14 

9 3 

76 

12.66 

20 


— 

Jawagai Srinath 


18 

la 6 

49 

8 16 

11 

— 


Vinod Kambli 


5 

4 0 

29 

7 25 

24 



ManoJ Prabhakar 


18 

12 2 

70 

700 

17 

— 

— 

Venkalpathy Rajb 


10 

5 2 

18 

6.00 

8 

— 

— 




INDIAN BOWLING 



♦ 





Ovwv 

Mdns Runs 


Wkts 

Avgs 

Bsst 


Prabhakar (17) 


143 1 

10 960 


24 

23 33 

3 31 


Kapil Dev (17) 


146 

19 926 


18 

29,22 

4-54 


Srinaih(17) 


139 1 

11 998 


19 

29 36 

2-23 


Shastrl (9) 


69.5 

2 283 


9 

31.44 

5 19 


Venkat Rr)u (10) 


84 

5 391 


11 

3190 

3 32 


Baiieijee(9) 


37 

4 182 


9 

36 40 

3*30 


HIrwanI (3) 


t4 

0 122 


3 

40.66 

2 34 


T«idulkar(l6) 


78.9 

1 332 


4 

83.00 

1-5 


Note Figures within brackets indicate the niintber of matches in which the bowler bowled. 
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WORLD SERIES CUP 






Wl Am 

Am Wt 

Am 

Wl AM 

Wt 

Aus 

Am TotaVMatohss 

3 I 

1 — 

3 

1 a 

— 

2 

1 

•14/10 





WORLD CUP 






Eng SL Am 

Pak 2Sm Wl 

NZ 

SA TotaVMsteliss 

4 

4 

1 

— 

2 


1 

»12/8 
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WSCup 


WoddCup 


Tow 


Amre 



1 


1 


2 


Prabhakar 



4 


1 


9 


Snnaih 



3 


1 


4 


Manjrekar 



3 


2 •. 


9 


Tendulkar 



1 




1 


Shasin 



1 


1 


2 


More 





a 


2 


Ashaniddin 





1 


1 


Venkat Raju 





2 


2 


Kanibtl 





1 

6 

1 


Kafril 



1 




1 





ealiSiaM* 

A 

.aiia«(ig(pt 


■ ■ 





H 

T 

la 


26 
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Sanjay Manjrekar; ona miaaed opportunity to enhance hia reputation 


myself for counting so muchon 
Srtkkanth. He always had the 
possibility of clicking." explained 
Azhar. 

But Srlkkanth's failure did evoke 

bitter reactions from many, 
including la veteran like Raj SingH 
Dungarpur who thought his 
Inclusion was a mere gamble that 
should not have been there at all. 

"Unless he really got Into some 
incredible form, it was really- . 
difficult for him to put up with the 
pressure. He is a creature of 
r^^fiexes. So. age Is a^roblem with 
such players." 

Even worse, India had all along 
been struggling to sort out its 
problems regaling the opening 
partnership, where Ravi Shastri 
and Srlkkanth did not prove 
dependable as before. And Azhar 
says, "In the begimiing I did nbt 


have any headache about the 
opening pair, but after Ravi Shastrl 
was injured and Srlkkanth's 
consistency was lacking, I tried to 
resolve this opening problem. 
Maybe I could have done some 
experiments, but then you would 
have called it a gamble and then 
later criticised me." 

In fact, the Issue of India's 
batting indifference brings Azhar's 
own performance and tack of form 
into sharp focus, and the skipper 
so candidly admitted the technical 
flaw he had developed of late much 
to his side's discomfiture. 

"There was something wrong in 
my approach. Technically 
speaking. I was going ton much on 
the front foot, and too early. It took 
me a little too long to realise this 
mistake, and that's the pity of it all. 
But once 1 realised it and changed 
my stance and style a littie. 


going back on the backfoot mure 
often, my form returned. It was a 
great relief." Pity, a trifle 
loo late. 

Pity, despite having such a rich 
reservoir of talent. India faced its 
worst cricketing crisis in years. 
Pity, that a young, talented,friendly 
person like Axharuddin could not 
evoke enough confidence in 
his boys. 

True, this country has a long 
history of letting the conquerors of 
Khyber Pass push their genocide 
right down to Kanyakumari. But 
cricket, as an exception, had a long 
glorious heritage of world-beating 
excellence. Sadly, now all that 
gloiy seems to have suddenly 
vanished—^for reasons that 
sometimes bordered on the 
ludicrous, and smacked of rank 
amateurism. • 








We should have gone home rather than stayed out 
here The tour has been going on for three months It’sa 
long tune, the longest tour I’ve ever been in But we 
know the choice. You either look after the family or 
playcncket You can’t do both 
AZHARUDDIN believes that after the Test 
Series the team should have come back to India for 
a rest 

He (Prabhakar) always 
gives more than 100% and 
that IS because he had to 
struggle to establish 
himself in the Indian 
eleven He thus values his 
place in the team and does 
not take the Indian cap 
hf^tly. He is the kind of 
cncketer every captain 
dreams of having m the 
team 

SUNIL GAVASKAR pays tribute to the 
lion-hearted Prabhakar. 

All I can say is that I’m glad I’ll be gone by the time he 
(Tendulkar) hits top gear 

Even ALLAN BORDER seems mighty impressed by 
Sachin Tendulkar. 

I thought we had a very good side I am veiy 
disappointed We kept repeatmg the same mistakes 
1116 younger players disappoint^ me, I thought they 
would be keener,but they were not upto the mark 
AZHARUDDIN after India was eliminated 
from the World Cup. One thing’s for sure, he’s not 
the only one who’s disappointed. 

The approach to practice sessions leaves a lot to be 
desired The fielding sessions are still of 1947-48 
vintage where a fielder has to wait as long as five 
minutes to get a catch Contrast this with the 
Australian fielding sessions where every fielder is 
constantly on his toes 

SUNIL GAVASKAR after the first Test. But then 
no one paid any heed to his words. 

We always begin badly We lost the first Teat in the 
West Indies, England and New Zealand, but then 
came back strongly 

The captain still had some hope after the first Test. 
But AZHARUDDlN’s prophecy never came true. 

I am lacking confidence. I don’t want the ball and I 
don’t want to bowl 

RAVI SHASTRI at the onset of the WSC 
tournament. 

It is not a brilliant side, but it is a good side which has 
the potential to become an outstandingione. The 


winning habit has to be cultivated. Else it becomes a 
game at pure chance 

RICHIE BENAUD sums up the Indian team. 

The boys need a re-onentation programme on the 
basics of the game, they have to be reminded about 
this Our fielding is pathetic and we run between the 
wickets like novices We play in fits and starts and 
lack the consistency that is so vi'-al in a tournament 
like the World Cup 

Despite the poor showing, the morale of the boys is 
pretty high and they are determined to fi^t ail the 
way 

ABBAS ALIBAIG, the Indian manager, before the 
World Cup. 

The most decisive factor that went against us was the 
lack of mental strength We crumbled at the slightest 
pressure not only during the Test senes but also 
dunng the tnangular series and the World Cup We 
lacked that combative nature and killer instinct 
Perhaps the tour was too long, the true potential was 
never realised and the perfomance never matched 
the inherent talent 

SYED KIRMANI analyses the reasons behind 
India’s dismal failure in Australia. 








The team could not settle 
down We did not even 
have a proper opening 
pair. We kept 
experimenting till the 
end Thefour^seamer 
also failed to deliver the 
goods. Our boys did not 
even play according to 
their ability. The fieldmg 
was very poor and it 
showed 


CHETAN CHAUHAN voices his opinions on the 
tour and why we fared so badly. 


There is no doubt that India has suiTered because it 


did not have a stable captain Of course I would be 


happy to be in charge of a side like India which has 



great talentf althoug 1 don’t know if I could lead them 
to success But I don’t blame Azharuddin. He’s not 
been given enough time 

IMRAN KHAN on why India could not live up to 
expectations. 


To keep in tune with the 
rest of the cricket world 
the BCCI in India should 
encourage its member 
associations to prepare 
pitches with go^ bounce 
and pace After playing on 
slow wickets our 
technique was exposed on 
the faster ones. Tins is the 
only way our standard can 
improve. 



DILIP VENGSARKAR offerp some solutions to the 
problems pertaining to Indian cricket. One of the 
reasons attributed to die poor performance was 
that the Indians were not used to the bouncy pltdies 
In Austtnlia and New ZMland. 



There is no excuse for this kind of performance We 
were truely outplayed The Indians need to learn 
from their neighbours that it is the fighting spirit that 
counts This indicates that mentally we are not tuned 
and the leadership is unimaginative specially at 
cruch times 

SANDEEP PATIL on the Indian debacle Down 
Under. 


I have not had a dnnk for 
so many days Today I can 
epjoy the champagne I 
wish Sunil and I can erqoy 
the world records at the 
same time These are 
great achievements for 
the Indian bowlers 
because we had no fast 
bowlers and because of 
that we had no experience 
of playing fast bowling 
That makes Sunil’s and 
perhaps my achievements 
greater, I wish I can get to 
432 before Allan Border 
gets to 10,123 That will 
make Indians proud 
KAPIL DEV after he took his 400th Teat wicket. 

There was no discussion at all on this subject. 
Azharuddm was appointed captam for the 
Australian tour and the World Cup 
NAREN TAMHANE on a possible change in 
captaincy before the Worid Cup. 

He has really played well and I am very pleased 
There has b^n a lot of pressure on him. everyone was 
looking at him to perform well, and he has thrived on 
that. He IB doing all the hard work for the other 
batsmen. 

AZHARUDDIN (HI Tendulkar’s consistent batting. • 
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lUPVENGSARKAR. how 
retired, will be bracketed with 

the many other distinguished 
Bombay cricketerswho have 
been moulded and sent forth to 
do battle by a pretty tough 
system. It is about the only 
sports sy.stem in the countiy. in 
which theory is fully backed by 
practical preparation. Bombay 
produces some tough 
cricketers, as well as some 
selfish ones, and since 
personal Interest and team 
interest rarely clash in Test 
matches (they do more often in 
a 50~overgame) Bombay will 
continue to feed good and great 
players into the system. 

To a great extent, Bombay is 
to Indian cricket what the 
counties are to English cricket, 
except that the high humidity, 
the enervating heat and flat 
wickets will discourage bowlers 
especially of the faster kind. 

Also, asAzharuddin will agree, 
captaining some of Bombay’s 
cricketers, who consider 
themselves to be members of 
M exclusive club (and why 
not), demand that the captain 
earn their respect and this need 
not always be a rewarding 
experience, fthe latest eiample 
of this togetherness, tsAshok 
Mankad's generous disclosure 
that he would sell the Gateway 
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Aihw i« a (tomocratte captain, and 
If ha haa to ba firm, tha managar and 
Board mutt support him 

of sidelining the problem by 

sidelining the player, 

Azharuddm preferred to close 

his eyes and maintain a lacade. 

Perhaps this is a bit unlair, but 

this was the clear impression 

one got in a lengthy interview 

with the manager 

Nowhere in India or Pakistan 
IS the competition quite as 
fierce as in Bombay, be it 
school, college or club cricket 
The difference, fust for the 
record, between the 
Qaid-e A^am and the Ranji 
Trophy is thatifVengsarkar 
can get 250in the latter. / can 
get to a similar score in the 
former, providing of course that 
the Test players are somewhere 
faraway 

How come then, that 
^kistan won this World Cup 
without WaqarYounls, and for 
all intents and purpose without 











of India to have Shastii in hks 
team. This is. of course, easy 
enough to say since to the best 
ofmy knowledge neither does 
A^ok own a team nor the 
Gateway) 

During the fiasco in 
Australia. Abbas AUBaighad to 
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scrap the tour selection 
committee, and speak 
separately to the captain and 
vice-captain before choosing 
the team. One therefore 
presumes thatAzharuddin and 
Shastri were at best on formal 
talking terms, and that instead 
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Salim Malik, when India fell so 
ignommlously?Well, for 
•ttarten, count the number ot 
Pakistam players who ate 
presently playing, arm the 
recent past played the c aunty 
circuit In England (this Is still 
the toughest professional 
c ircult In the game) and 


compare this figure with those 
from India The Pakistan 
captain not only picks talented 
youngsters from the maidans 
of Lahore, Karachi etc, and not 

Mankad aaya ha would sail tha 
Gataway of India to ksap Shastrl In 
his taam. Prohlam la, nalthar doaa 
ha own a taam nor the Gataway of 
India 


[ only does hemduct them into the 
national side, he also ensures 
that they get eveiy opportunity 
to play first class cricket in 
England Apart from a few 
exceptions, the Indians have 
traditionally gone for the 
Lanca shire or the l^ser 
leagues, where the standard is 









Imran iMifevM 
Inoneman-flva 
pMta: captain, 
aalector. coach, 
guide, 
phlloaophar 
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lower and the commitments 
less demanding. 

lam not even convinced that 
the North England leagues are 
helpful to those aspiring to play 
at the highest level. The wickets 
tends to be poor which deflates 
the batting averages and Inflate 
the bowling figures. I have yet 
to come across a top class 

batsman who had learnt his art 
on bad wickets oris fascinated 

by the idea of playing on them. 
You will recall Bradman’s 
words when he was out cheaply 
on a wet turner: “Doyou expect 
Undrum (thereat Australian 
billiards player) to play on a bad 
table?” 

In Pakistan, Islam which is 
meant tobea truly democratic 
reason prevails (nevermind 
haw the Kings, Sheiks, Shahs 
and sundry dictators Interpret 
it) but the country is even more 
feudalthaa the most backward 


areas of Rajasthan and 
capitalism is not a dirty word. 
In India, there is a strong 
democratic element at the fore 
which is whyanAzharuddln 
will captain by consensus and 
an Imran Khan will believe in 
one man-five posts and 
demand personal loyalty, the 
hallmark of feudalism These 
posts are captain, selector, 
coach, guide, and philosopher. 
Only yesterday the two 
neighbours were one, and there 
really is not a ffeat deal of 
difference In the character of 
those who inhabit the two 
countries. 

Yet one would not like Indian 
captains to be tyrants, but one 
would like them to deal with 
any lack ofcooperation with a 
heavy hand no matter where 
the opposition comes from, and 
forthls the litl) support of the 
manager and the Board is a 
must # 





























actions. 

Many of us would be. 
tempted to view our lack 
of performance ralh^ 
simpllstically and want 
to chop and change the 
the team radically. It 
would be rather self 
defeating, and It Is 
fortunate that India does 
not have any 
international 
engagements in the 
immediate future, 
otherwise the axe may 
have fallen on many in 
the team. This is a time 


lor introspection and we 
have to assess our 
weaknesses with 
maturity and try to come 
up with solutions. 

Although a lot is being 
said about our lack of 
success in Australia, 
even the most diehard 
Indian fans did not really 
expet't an Indian victory 
. in the Test series, 1 
suppose what has 
shocked many is the 
failure of our batting. 

The crux of the matter 
lies in our own attitudes. 







Whatever tm oecMlon 
wharaver tha ground, 
India taliad. Only 
TandulkacfInaaO 

conaiatantty kaaping 
aoma honour Intact 


None of us, the Board 
included, was actually 
prepared for the 
Australian touri The 
Board, or the factions in 
the Board, were falling 
all over each other In 
order to cram in the 
South African tour at any, 
cost. The idea was to win,' 
laurels and fame as 
administrators. 
Consequently,-the ' 

Australian tour was 
pushed back a 
fortnight and the hurrledf 
South African tour 
accommodated without i 
a thought for the players,' 
or to their mental and .' 
physical preparation for' 
this long and arduous 
tour. ^ much so, that 
the team had to leave ■ 
after the match at Delhi . 
without even time 
enough for their laundry. 
This Just goes to show 
just how much the Board 








thought about the 
sucress of the Indian 
team in Australia. 

The selertion too 
deserves mention. Tiiere 
were some glaring 
omissions and the ieam 
was not even balanced. 
This was exemplilled by 
the fact that when 
opener Navjot Singh 
Sidhu was Injured, his 
replacement was 
legspinner Narendra 
if Irwanl. I think that 
speaks volumes for the 
attitude of ihe selectors, 
it appears that here too. 
an Indian vicloiy. whicli 
should be of prime 
Importance, took the 
Ijack seat. I'luiugh the 


selection in our country 
is a thankless job, it is 
also a Job devoid of any 
responsibility. Why is it 
that when the team 
loses, only the players 
arc held responsible. 

Another major flaw in 
our system is that the 
selectors are not 
Independent of the 
Board, and every 
selector Is answerable to 
the man in power in his 
region. This in effect 
means that the powers in 
the Board are in a 
position, if need Ije. to 
dictate who should be in 
the team and who should 
be the captain. For 
example, after the West 
Indies tour and later 
when the ban was lifted, 
Srikkanth was the 
surprise choice as 
captain as he was not 
among the banned 
players. This brings out 


quite clearly, the fact, 
that at that stage too, an 
Indian vicloiy was not of 
prime consideration, as 
it is quite apparent that 
had the players not been 
banned, the captain may 
•well have been someone 
else. 

Moreover, at any one 
time, there are at least 
three Indian captains 
playing in the team. In 
fact, in Australia, there 
were five—^Kapll. 
Vengsarkar, Shastrl. 
Srikkanth and Azhar. 
The selection of the 
captain is not only 
dictated by leadership 
qualities, knowledge of 
the game, personal form 
and talent etc but also as 
1 have explained, by the 
convenience factor. 

The vagaries of 
selection, the frequent 
changes in leadership 
and the practice of a 


different manager for 
each series contribute to 
lack of contlnuify and 
consequently an 
insecurity bordering on 
almost a fear psychosis 
in the team, llils is 
reflected in an attitude 
problem amongst the 
Indian playei%. Here too 
the prime consideration 
is not an Indian victory, 
but self perpetuation. 
One can argue that the 
two may be the same, as 
to perpetuate yourself 
you have to do well, and if 
you do well the team will 
win. Let me say the two 
axfi not the same. Unless 
you play to win you 
cannot bring off your 
best*, and the only way a 
team can perform to its 
potential, is if all its 
members have the .same 
goal, without regard to 
personal statistics, it Is 
here that the role of 
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Kambli ,tal«ntedbut 
acoontric, afoulddoweil 
to apply himaalf Ilka Amra 


captain ran be of 
enormoub importanc e 
Hr has to motivate his 
team into a Oghtinf; umt 
A/har s statement (hat 
they are ail playing for 
theii counity and 
therrlore need no 
motivation is close to 
being naive and I am 
sure that he is also aware 
of this attitude problem 
in his team 
Another c onti Ibutory 
factor towards an 
msec lint v among 
c nc keters Is the huge 
gulf in rcmuneiation 
lietwccn domestic and 
inU niational c nc kc t 
in (act domestic c I like t 
pays next to nothing It Is 
therefore impoitant to 
laisethc rcmuneiation 





level of the domestic 
competition, so that 
cricket even at this level 
can be a liable cai cei 
and playing for India is 
not a make or break 
situation financially 
It is time for all 
c one emc*d to Join hands 
and work together 
towai ds ensunng India s 
successinfutuie If that 
means ineic ase in the 
remunci<ittonol 
domestic triikel or 
lontinuitv in c aptaincy 
and man.igei ship or not 
playing too muc h c ric kt t 
to avoicl getting stale or 
ensuring the 
ineleppiieli nc c ol a 
se lee tion commit tee 
then so be it 
It has nut be c n m\ 
mil nlion toe title i>e but 
loasse sse e itaiii ke v 
prubli ms and he Ip in ikt 
.ilHginningbv pointing 
m the light due e lion 0 
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RAIMI TROPHY FINAL 


THE TOU 
GOING. 


r 


n WHEN the fioJng gets 
tough, the tough get 
going", was the apt. 
pithy comment by 
vij'torious skipper Kirti 
A7.acl after Delhi’s 
victory In the Channlnar 
Challenge Ilanjl Tn)phy final. The. 
(lllfcrence between the 
cotitestants. Delhi and Tamil Nadu 
Wits inentul toughness and 
application. In years to come when 
cricket historians review this final, 
t hey will conclude that these two 
factors made the difference. 

Thrice in the match, Tamil Nadu 
had Delhi dangling by the rope. All 
sklppKT W.V. Raman needed was a 
hangman to tighten the noose. But 
like the proverbial slippery eel. 
Delhi evaded each crisis with grit 
and determination and of course a 
modicum of luck to win on a first 
innings lead. This was Delhi’s sixth 
Ftanjl win In twelve entries In the 
final. 1'hat Delhi has reached the 
Itiinjl final a dozen times in the last 
fifteen years speaks volumes of 
Kanji final at the Kotla stadium. 
That was way back In 1976-77 
when Blshen Bedi’s men were 
eclipsed by Bombay. Since then 
Delhi has phiyed in five Itanjl finals 
at home and won all. Two finals 
were won on first innings lead and 
three outright. Kirti is the fourth 
Delhi skipper to win the Ranjl 
Trophy. The other successful 
skippers were Blshen Bedl 
1978-79 and 1979-80. Mohlnder 
Amamath 1981-82 and S. 
Madanlalln 1985-86 and 1988-89. 

However. Tamil Nadu’s young 
team will always remember this 
final as what might have been. J ust 

Alay Shaima scored a 
commanding 175 In 
tha final 
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Three times in the final, Tamil Nadu had Delhi dangling by the rope. 
But by keeping calm and playing determinedly, Delhi managed to 
become the champions once again 


pnor to lunch on the <>ccond day 
Delhi s abplrations lor a massive 
first innings total had beeiniiiglv 
nosedived 1 hey wei t sti uggling at 
305 for 7 Amongst the ret ognised 
batsmen only AJay Shai ma was at 
the crease on 70 
Delhi s policy on winning the 
toss was to block block at the loot 
of the crease and gt ind then way to 
a SIX hundred plus sc ore by the 
third day But spirited use ol the 
new ball by medium pacer Diwakai 
Vasu had given Kirli and his team 
some nervous tension in the 
dressing room One more wit kt t 
and Delhi would have been reeling 
rhe chance came upon Ajav 
Sharma on 84 slashed at lanky 
leftarm spinner Sunil 
Subramanlum but Raman at slip 
spilled the chance on his favourite 
left hand Probably affected by this 
lapse Raman s concentration 
wavered Then Tamil Nadu forgot 
to rotate the ahack Olfspmneis 
Aashish Kapoor and M 
Venkatramana were both 
under bowled Robin Singh did not 
help the Tamil Nadu c ausc as he 
bowled 25 no balls a record of sorts 
In domestic cncket AJay and 
Ha/dan thrived on these lapses 
and notched up an impressive 206 
runs for the eighth wicket 11 was 
just 30 runs away from the Ranjl 
Trophy record of236 set by C T 
SarwateandKP Singh for Holkar 
vs Delhi in 1947 As Delhi s 
decisive first inmngs lead was just 
83 runs this partnership was vital 
After the 8th wicket fell at 511 the 
remaining two wickets fell for just 
21 more runs So in retrospect it is 
obvious that the AJay Sharma and 
Raadan partnership swang the 
match Delhi's way 
Another crisis point for Delhi 


was when Raman and hard hitting 
V U Chandrasekhar were 
pluiidc I ing the Delhi attac k I he 
pugnac lous opener s i hundering 
straight dnve was reminiscent ol 
Gordon Greenldge at his best His 
Judgement of the ball and when to 
play his strokes were exemplary 
Similary Raman showed his silky 
skills liming was his forte on a 
wicket which tended to be slower 


Raman's hard 
hitting was 
reminiscent of 
Gordon 

Greenidgeathis 
very bed: 

Timing was his 
forte on a wicket 
which tended to 
be slower. His 
strokes 
revealed 
delectable 
timing, wrist 
work and 
confidence 


His strokes revealed delec table 
Uming wnst work and confidence 
Manindei Singh Delhi s star 
bowler this year with 58 wi< kets 
was made to look ordinary by the 
belligerent Raman 
A square drive a superbly timed 
on drive and two straightileld sixes 
spoilt Maninder s rhythm Delhi 
wilted under Raman and 
Chandrasekhars onslaught I he 
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DULL DRAWS 


Delhi Vs. Bombay 


D elhi and 1 amllNadu 
moved Into the flnal in 
identical fashion Both 
teams posted blf{ Hirst 
inniiiffs sc oi es which eventually 
helped ihein in lilting the match in 
their favour Technically Delhi dre- 
w wit h Bombay and Tamil Nadu 
with I laryana but by virtue ol the 
first innings lead, they moved into 
the final 

Delhi whic h was humbled by 
Bombay at the Fero/eshah Kotla 
last St ason In the quarterfinal, 

I ct III ned t he compliment (and 
pt rhaps with accumulated 
Intel est) in the semifinal in 
mid Malt hat the Wankhede 
Siadltim 

Tlic h(*artening feature of Delhi 'a 
vie torv was a fine 2211^ their 
sheet anchorK P Bhaskaradilch 
guided the fli si Innings total to 
516 Bhaskar's nth RardiTrophy 
tentuiyand 17th in first class was 
t Imely nol only for the team but 
also for the dashing middle order 
hat who did not enje^ much 
success barring a century against 
Htmac hal lYndesh this season In 
Kanji 

Bombay led by Dilip 
Vengsarkar failed to make a 
matt li oi It alter openei 
Jaypi akash Jadhav (39) and 
Stimeci Dlghe (61) added 105 lor 
tlieiiisi witkel Vengsarkar who 
sc ored (284) against Maclhya 
Pradesh in the quarters made|ust 
six runs in the first knot k and did 
not bat in the second innings 
Not manv realised that it would 
be the last match for the elegant 
stroke playei whoannoucedhis 
retirement from first-class and 
one day internationals at the end 
of the Ronji semifinal 
Backtotheimitch Bombay s 
mlseiy was compounded by their 
inability to handle spinner* 
Maninder Singh who claimed five 
wtc kets lor 63 and pushed his tdly 
in Ranji Trophy this season to 52 
Later Manindtfmcxrked Bombay s 
at^c k by building up a record 233 
lor the last wicket with AJay 



Dilip Vsnotarluir; this was hit 
Iasi nurten bsfori announcing 
hfafatlramant 

Sharma (259 not out) in the second 
innings 

DeAl. having restricted Bombay 
to 254 In the first innings, made 
574 in the second knex^k and leil 
Bombay with an Impossible task of 
scoring837 runs for victory in the 
last two sessions of play plus 
mandatory overs 
Bombay finished tlwlr second 
Innings with a score of 182 Ibr three 
with Oighe making an unteaten 
100 

Tamil Nadu Va. Haryana 

T he other semifinal at Farldabad 
between defending champions 
Hatyaiia sraS no difierent hi that 
the batsmen, rathcroi^. W. V. 
Raman. dQmhiatedthei%ve*day 
proceedtn{pi. 

Eleettngtobat first on apitch of 
odd-bounce. Raman comtflned 
patienee with csdeulated 
aggression as he worked tdwards 
his secimd double centuiy of the 
season hi Raryi. He made286in 
Tamil Nadu s total of507. an 
innings sdiich bore theihampof 
his d^rmlnaUcm to pickup tilfe 
runs through fluent drtvcaoa 

etmer side Sf the 

sixes (two i 


The tall mid why left-hand 
openerwas the steadyingfitetor 
and was ninth batsman out at tea 
on the second day but Haryana 
were themselves to blame for the 
nxisety Thc^droppecU^amanfour 
tlnie8(78.125.154 and 197) as 
also all-rounder Dlwakar Vasu (on 
three) who was the second hipest 
scorer with 58 

Haryana needed somebody who 
could stay long at the wicket and 
wait for the bad ball, but they 
seemed to run out of patience Just 
when the batsmen were getting 
into the grove After eaily wickets 
fell cheaply, seasoned campaigner 
Amaijeet Kaypee and Rajesh Purl 
u«re associated in a 84'tun fifth 
wicket stand but with Puri getting 
out. the Innings started to 
disintegrate 

Kaypee, who scored more than 
600 runs in the national 
tournament this season was 
cruising well till he attempted to 
cut spinner Venkataramana only 
I to miss the line and get bowled 

That in eflect ended Haryana s, 
challenge although captain 
Chetan Sharma (52) and Vijay 
Yadav (59 not out) prolong^ the 
battle 

Tamil Nadu which got a 132’run 
first innings lead made merry In 
the second innings with captain 
Raman making a brisk 120 That 
knock made him the second player 
after Hanumant Sir^ to score a 
century and double century in a 
Ranji match Hanumant Singh 
scoi^ 109 and 213 against 
Bombay at Bombay in 1966-67. 
Raman is also the fourth batsman 
to have scored five Ratijl centuries 
inaseaaon. He made 206against 
Kerala. 122againstAndhralnthe 
league and 110 against UP in th6 
qumterfinaL for a total of805mils 
this season 

However Raman did not mesa 
for mi outright^ctoiy which 
seenwd a possibility at oneatage 
and fina% Haryana ended the 
second inniAgs at dSS fbr seven 
With Kaypee mfiking 71 and Purl 
scorlitf ^1011 . / 




bowlers failed to bowl to their fields 
and the fielding went to pieces. 
Needless appeals and tantrums 
revealed their fmstration. Skipper 
Kirtl was biting his nails. Raman 
and V.B. added 99 runs for the 
second wicket in just 172 balls. 
Tamil Nadu reached 150 in Just 
180 minutes and even Delhi's 
mammoth total of532 seemed 
reachable. Then Chandrasekhar 
gifted his wicket by falling to a trap. 
He hooked a rising Wasson delivery 
to Bantoo at fine leg. 

The third crisis point was on the 
fourth day. Stocky and bearded M. 
Senthilnathan was peaking for a 
big score with his straight bat 
display. The portly Senthilnathan. 
a former India under-19 years 
skipper resembled the late Vijay 
Manjrekar in his compact defence 
and choice of strokes. He and the 
attacking Vasu, 'the poor man's 
Sobers as he bowls both left 
handed pace and spin' were 
gradually getting on top of the 
tx>wilng. ^nthilnathan had . 
knocked Kirtl off the firing liri'e with 
three crisp fours. Tamil Nadu 
reached 5 for 318 and the target 
was just 215 runs away. Kirtl 
persisted with his at lacking field 
and with Manlnder. This positive 
attitude by Kirtl paid dividends. 
Senthilnathan committed 
"haraklri" when he played a 
needless cross bat stroke, a sweep 
against Manlnder and Bhaskar at 
slip held a neat catch. Later both 
Klrti and the Tamil Nadu manager 
D.R. Bhupathy added that 
Senthilnathan’s dismissal was the 
turning point of the match. 
Considering that the last four 
wickets of Tamil Nadu added 131 
runs, if Senthilnathan had stayed 
longer, the verdict could have teen 
much closer. 

I Ultimately Eteihl's greater 

resolution and mental strength 
enabled them to gain success. 
Manlnder finished with five for 
130, his seventh flve-wlcket haul 
this season. However there still 
remams a question mark about his 
ability^ to b(Wl to left handers and 
batsmen who attack him. When 
Raman was in full flow. Manlnder 
looked as helpless as when Qooch 
and Catting swept him all over the 
ground in the 1987 Reliance Cup 
semi finals. But skipper Kirtl feels 



Manlnder Singh has been in 
great form this season 

that "Manlnder has never bowled 
tetter as he is flighting well and he 
has re-discovered his arm ball." 
His fielding is not as sprightly as of 
yore. 

With vacancies in the Indian 
middle order. Delhi's Ajay Sharma 
and K.P. Bhaskar and Tamil 
Nadu's W. V. Raman staked their 
claims fora national call-up. Ajay 
scored 933 runs this season 
Including a double century vs 
Bombay In the semis and a 


commanding J 75 in the final. 
Bhaskar scored what many 
describe as the innings of the 
.season, a double century against 
Bombay. Raman remained as 
always prolific in dome.stic cricket 
with 887 runs in just six matches. 
However, his fielding should also 
Improve. Aashish Kapoor bowls 
accurate offbreaks and maintains 
a nagging line and length. His 
batting is compact and he is an 
all-rounder worth watching. 
Aashish is well worth tiylng in 
limited-overs internationals. 

Novy Kapadia, Naw OalhI 
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READERS’ QUIZ 


QUESTIONS 


1 Name I he Sn 

• I^nkan 
bowler who fainted 
at the sight ol blood 
alter his delivery 
struek the 
batsman*? 

2 Who said, 

• “Maybe it I 
had grown my 
fingernails a little 
longer, 1 would have 
won”? 

3 What IS the 
• original 
name of cnc ket*? 

4 Who was the 
• first mothei 
to win a Wimbledon 
singles title'? 

5 Which 
• question did 
the 21 year old 
Goran Ivanisevie 
say that he is asked 
the most'? 

6 In an 18 hole 
• golf course, 
what IS the 19th 
hole"? 

7 What IS 
• common to 
Davis Cup. Thomas 
Cupand 

Swaythling C up'? 

8 Who IS the 
• most 

expensive bowler in 
World Cup 
matehes"? 

9 Name the 
• only 

manulaeturcrm 
the woi Id whose 
tennis balls have 
been used for all 
lour Gland Slam 
e\ ents'? 

1 Whieh 
JL vJ • cneketer 
introduced the 
helmet to batsman'? 


7 1 He 

X X • attempted a 
pole vault and had 
the pole crack 
unclerhim He went 
for the longjump 
and strained his 
thigh He 

eventually lost but 
then putting up a 
brave face he s.ud. 

“1 don’t want to 
make excuses, but I 
had this little 
Injury' Who is he'? 

1 O Who IS 
the fust 
Indian to win the 
Asian snookei title*? 


1 Q Which 
X O • great 
West Indian 
cneketer started 
his Test career as a 
wicketkeeper? 

"I A • Who IS 
X^, the 
gieatest athlete in 
the world according 
to Ivan Lendl? 

1 C For which 
X iX • organisati¬ 
on did Pete . 
Sampras do his first 
television 
commeic lal'? 



1 Rume^Ratnayke 

2 Matt Biondi after losing the 100m butterfly gold to 
Anthony Nesly m a close finish at the Seoul 
Olympics 

3 Club ball 

4 Evonne Goolagong Cawley 

5 How much money do you make"?' 

6 The Club bar 

7 All of them are mtemational team competitions 
for men 

8 Martin Snedden of New Zealand vs England in 
1983 

9 Slazenger 

10 Dennis Amiss 

11 Daley Thompson after losing his decathlon title in 
the Seoul Olympics 

12 Yastn Merchant 

13 Rohan Kanhai 


14 Cyclist 

15 Forthe 


I Lemond 
Cross 



C/0 GITA BASU 
H/0 J. BHATTACHARJEE 
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I PERSONALITY 


SACHIN TENDULKAR 


nOGOOD 



R emember Harold 

Larwood? Yes, the man 
who put Douglas 
Jardine's ‘leg theory' Into 
the practice called ‘bodyline’ For 
the coal-miner from Nottingham, 
the infamous 1932Ashes series 
was a personal battle between him 
and the gentleman they called the 
greatest batsman ever in his 
obsession to get even with Donald 
Bradman. Larwood bowled his 
boots off and even decided to live 
his retired life in a country that had 
come to hate the English fast 
bowler So intense is Larwood's 
passion about Bradman and the 
battle he lost against the gi eat 
batsman, that l^arwood nowin his 
80s and staying in Sydney still lives 
in that past, speaking with 
competitive praise for Bradman 
And yet, perhaps, deep in his heart 
Lanirood is waiting for the day 
when another batsman will take 
Bradman's place at the top of the 
batting heap In spite of his 
admiration for Bradman, Larwood 
longs for the day when his ‘enemy’ 
will be displaced from that high 
pedestal And he hopes that the 
day will come in his 
lifetime—whatever is left of it 
And that is the reason why this 
old man. whoshould be more 
concerned about whether he can 
make it to his front door without 
falling over, seems concerned 
about the new phenomenon called 
Sachin Tendulkar 

Mention to him that you have 
seen Sachin play and he will pester 
you to tell him aU about the young 
Indian He wants the information 
so that he can store it in his old 
brain and then satisfy himself 
whether Sachin is indeed in the 
Bradman class Larwood had great 
hope that Gavaskar would be the 
one to dislodge Sir Don But he has 
revised his opinion of Garaskar in 
spite of the opener's incredible 
record. 

"1 lost faith in him when I heard 
he played with a helmet", he 
e;q>lalris. Tell him that the little 
master in fact onfy i^ayed with a 
skull cap, and he maintains, 

"that’s the same thing. He also had 
all those guards all around his 
boefy No great batsman needs all 
that." he says. 


Sony to disappoint you Mr 
Larwood, but even Sachin wears a 
helmet whfle batting. 

But Larwood’s hope that Sachin 
will be his man to get back at 
Bradman is too intense. "Oh that’s 
because he is young and is merefy 
following the general pattern,” he 
says. "Soon he will find out that he 
does not require it." And he then 
adds, ’ tell me how tall is he? Is he 
stronger on his off or on side T 
Yes, Sachin Tendulkar has not 
only come ofage as a cricketer. He 


also has aroused the curiosity of 
the cricketing world by batting, 
fielding and even bowling with the 
brilliance onfy associated with 
geniuses 

In one post-World Cup article, 
while forming a v^rld one-day 
eleven, every 'selector' had Sachin 
in his side, ^e writer while 
’manufacturing’ a perfect 
all-rounder wrote: "For heart, there 
is no going pemt Sachin Tendulkar, 
the teenage cricket Junkie who 
plays with such passion, he would 











'Despite the pressure, 
despite the expectations, 
Sachin Tendulkar 
continues to perform and 
impress. So much so, that 
even Harold Larwood has 
become a fan 


bat, bowl, field and keep wickets all 
at the same time, if only his captain 
would allow him 
Such IS the kind of popularity 
that Sachin has come to gain, that 
a Journalist colleague arriving in 
Australia for the World Cup, when 
held up by the customs because he 
had a gift packet wrapped 
suspiciously, was not pestered any 
further when he claimed to know 
Sacheen Often dunng the World 
Cup, Sachin wore his blue uniform 
without any name printed on its 
back But no'one objected, 
because even if tht^ couldn’t 
recognise the Indian captain, they 
knew who Sachin vms It was 
almost as if he ^ve his other 
colleagues in the team an 


infenorlty complex The girls, the 
autograph hunters lined up for 
Sachin And in his own shy way 
Tendulkar soaked everything in 
saying, yes I guess you have to 
like it It’s good to be popular 

Yet, he has not lost his bc^sh 
ways When Sir Richard Hadlee 
came to the Indian team hotel in 
New Zealand, he particularly 
wanted to meet Sachin When he 
was taken to Tendulkar’s room the 
young man was fast asleep, 
oblivious of the fact that the great 
bowler had come to meet him Sir 
Richard let him sleep on, merefy 
patting him on the head as a fa&er 


would do after putting his son to 
bed 

Tendulkar has made such an 
impact on the cricket world, who 
had descended in force for theWorid 
Cup. that there is talk that he will 
be ^ven an offer to play domestic 
cricket in South Africa Former 
South African cricketer, and now 
talent hunter. Peter Pollock feels 
Hewouldbeahlt Heissopopular 
that he would provide a great fliip 
to the coloured cricketers in South 
Africa 'There would be no better 
person Ifwe can get him to play for 
any team, just any team, it would 
be great for cricket In South 
Africa Unfortunate^, the South 






Afrit <in domestic season clashes 
with the season in India But so 
great Is PoUoc k s desire to get 
Tendulkar to play in South Afnt a 
that he is still hoping We will 
make an olfrr and wait for a reply 
he says Offers from some Cnglish 
counties are also a possibility in 
the next season 
Tlie tour Down Under has 
matured 1 endulkar t he (rii keler 
tiemendoiisly and cvt n he admits 
it Bui it would be sad il the entne 
burden of the Indian batting iell on 
his shoulders so early in his career 
As bum] Gavaskar s.iys his real 
test will (oine wht n that happens 
how will b( (opt with It IS the 



question At his age he doesn t leel 
the pressure so mm h so hejust 
goes out and plays But when the 
pi essure Is on him then that will be 
the test 

And yet in Australia it almost 
seemed as II he cai ned with him 
the hopesol the entire team No 
wonder even Sir Donald Bradman 
is a keen follower ofTenduIkar s 
carrer But It is Larwood who is the 
keenest and even if Tendulkar is 
lortunate enough to be placed on 
the same level as Bradman it wont 
be in I^rwood s lllctime Evenli 
this old Sachin-fan lives to be a 
hundred, he will not be able to see 
the greatness ofTenduIkar For 
Harold Larwood is t ompletely 
blind No wonder he says 
grudgingly. No. I think Bradman 
will always be the best 

CMm, Amlralta 


IMVENOFROBIEMSM; 
BAITING. JEVERHAVE! 

In an exdnsive telephonic chat from Sydney, 
Tciidtilliaf spoRe of his experiences during hia 
rewarding tour Down Under * 


An AusiiaHMi tour a n«v«r the pf UNit«, aiHl ipccMty so lor Ml 

How would you ovoluotothoAuttiiHin tow how oww 
ponoMNanglt? 

Welt. I would agree that the tour was one of the toughest that I have 
been forand perhaps will evergofcH- It was tough notJu^ldiysicaUy. 
but OKHT so mentally It demarv^ a lot of patience, for the simple 
reason that there was a constant pressure on the players to peiibnn 
Being one of the youngest members In the side, I tended to feel it (the 
pressure) a great deal It is difficult to play tn Australia because the 
cricket in Australia Is of a very high standard, and the mate hes involve 
a gruelling tour of almost all the cities in Australia, To make matters 
worse, ^e travelling has to be done within a very tight schedule There 
ts not only a lot of travel but also a lot (ff practice matches thrown in. 
Apart frem these aspects, we constantly had to prepare ourselves for 
theTests. the WSC and the World Cup that was to follow immediately I 
was constantly tiylngto psyche myself up mentaify, and all this at my 
age can be pretty tou^. 

Ketpins in iBbid tho dtasitraut pcffemmce of the tcami, how would you 
rate your petfeniMnco tn AustmliaT 

I would rate it as pretty satlsrfactoiy, thou^ I suppose that it could have 
been better 


WhyT 

Well you see. I had left for Australia with a specific goal and that was to .■ 
complete nty 1 .CKXlTest runs ! failed to achieve it and I’m very 
disappoint^ 

Fall short by how mudiT 

Oh, Ity about 20 odd runs I gness. 


Whkh parts of the lour would you file as youfbestr 

The latter half of the tour. Durlngt^secondTestvdienlgotiiy second 
Test century. 


Tan me a NtUa about how you ssanasad to tdek H out el the creaia, whan 
most ol th e others co u l ^t ra a lty nP wa g aon the Australian pitchaw 

IguessIarQusted n^lftothebouhce in the pitches cad|eraa% on hi 
t^tour Moreover.lfoundthatthewick^suitedntyaq^ofj^w.. 
perfectly Theextiw’BcmfKomadethebaneo^eontotlwbat.anainMi 
helped me to time my strokes better. ^ . 


Obvleutlyh was not )utt your battlna In AustrsBs that msdaw sw at <Vbu 

l^d say thmlbLled pretty dtey. 

tooBerioU8abQutntybos^ngfltthiamomentIfnkityi^ft>^ww}ft^a ' 
periodofS-lOt>v^theni0jeisrnghrelOOpercent,BuMn!U»r. . 
cimfesa that I prefer W 

Apart h oia the cfkIa tr WhMadfedW 
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dowi^vl omouslMit 1 inanai^ 

thenuM^ thlarifte oik Uie R^ler coaster. It was nQT 
first ftd<. kuMt tt was acsaiy but before! t 
wasl|a|»0el4n9itwkMall<Nv^ * 

YtoucartaWywswib^ltHwte i av w yeo s DoswUndw 
OhflMscowtMisdtMloAiMwwr lobt rathartlia^^ 

The fans were pmtyoka^. They vroukfke^ coming 
to ask me for autograi^s* 1 used to get a lot of phone 
calls Ilf my hotel room from boys and ghis as weB. 

HoCiuifsiris;.M 

Welt not exactly ^teughln^. It was frmn both of them. 
iia« Ilia tma dune eiiulliliis Im unui nisluiUut 

Ws^as^^s^^p sw^v sv^^swssasv^ s 

Definitely. It has be^ the best tour that 1 Ve ever 
been on so far. It hcM helped bolster my confitknee 
and maturity enormous^. I am much more 
confident than I perhapsever was before IguesslVe 
played my toughest cricket so far 

This constant cricket must have left you drained 
mentaHyT 



WeBtlKlengtht^mystaiyift4U)k^(PkittgM^^ 
made ote homei^ ma whilejiut t kms hamir 
ofpiayingcridtet f >* 

A IV« OT IHfVVIS nN ISn^ir MPmVIv *VPV9 Wnr WIIm WMIP% 


(laughs) All of them. Evetyslngleoneidtbem. 

Pld the A u s sl ese ia p l oy a ny spi cif k ! t a tt l e whew yoM 
cawaou t lobatt 

Not really. It didn't lottt as If Border had done any 
homework on me. ThQr only ph^ed accordlbg to the 
Situation. 

The bast thlnt shout Austialla... 

I loved the constent travelimg. Tlte country's 
beauUiiti and ny ffryourlte dty is Sydney, it's more 
crowded you know. andl’musedtothln^Boitdtey 
style. Sydney's Just Kite Bomb^. 

YouropInlenorthsAiittiillanpseesttSGic.. 

All thi^ McDermott. Rdd and Meiv Hughes are 
very good. 1 would atn^ McDermott and Hughesm 
terms of being Cast. 

IB SMSaaB ^maMb ■^muBBso BAsesi^k ■alsMslMJO Isa JLm^mB s^I BImw 

II ipUil MVV OMn ptVIflf iOU8n pwyHI| ffl fl'PflB OT Inv 

fti i whi f m s w li Tl w n rsniisinisil Mlm li Hii n is 

^mss^^w^ orawF^eaimv* wiWMs ^msw gnawBwy s^i^^ttwmaoFW^p* 

I don't have any problems when I'm batting...! never 
have. I'm not bothered abemt whether the crowd Is 
shouting or cheering. But sometimes It aflects your 
concentration, because the emvds suddenly iKUui 
screaming. 


tatties and stcdglnB Mdyw frKssny of tMsT 

As a matter of fact, I did. They used to pass quite a 
few comments behind the wicket but I lgnor«l them. 

An y thing nssty? 

Wdl. sometimes. But I never undootood what they 
were saying. Or let's si^ that sometimes 1 didn't try 
toundm-ttand. i wasinn^ownwwdd. 

Thsnkh apparently a lot of M^odstioos going on 


OlaaniipBn did apmoadk me. but there has tkotbeen 
ariy serious discussion asyet 

Ohyau wHit toplay In South AMcaT 

I wfil not be g(^ mwwhere this year. But I’m 
seriously thinking of plvylngalHioadibraseason or 
two. 

Whttamyoo going to dPiflaryoofaiihanwT 

If I geCachance (aaicastlcsfi^. ro play a couple of 
raatehes for Bombay. 


I just want to have a good lime and mott 
invdrfantfy. 1 wanttobe with niy family. 
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9. 


The toss over Imran shakes hands with 
Gooch, chooses to bat, and walks away 
with the match 


Batting sensibly, Pakistan raced from 70 in 
25 overs to 249 in 50 overs 




The victorious Pakistanis do a 


i 






f*. 








AlLPHOTa ( Af MS BV KODAK 


World Cup moments. 










Dermot Reeve let Englend down with some Inspired by Imran, the Pekistanis won easily and had 

poor bowling, giving away 22 runs In three overs every reason to celebrate noisily and Joyously 



Ian Botham, one of the successes of the 
tournament, stretches to run-out a 
Pakistani batsman 











Top: So what if It’s 
taken so long? 
Stewart Ginn and wife, 
Sam, after the victory 

Right:American Scott 
Taylor on the green 
takes a hint or two 
from a local caddy 


W IlHthe 
mercury 
level 
touching! 

degree 

Celsius anyone not from 
the sub continent would be 
forf{lven for thinking this 
was the Sahara Desert Golf 
Resort But It was only the 
Royal Calcutta Golf Club, 
and somewhere out on the 
Old Course, a veteran 
player of the Indian Open 
was trying his liu k once 
again 

The bespectac led Stewart 
Ginn of Australia Is truly a 
man of true grit Although 
he knows the course like the 
back of his hand (and 
considers It to be the 
toughest course in Asia) 
he's never had any luck 
here before Compatriot 
Peter Thompson won the 
Indian Open thrice (the last 

anein luyt) w^ite Unan 
Jones (1972 and 1977) and 
Ted Bali (1975) also proved 



STEWART GINN 


Off True 
Grit 
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their Australian mlf^t In 
1976 Stewart Ginn came 
(JobC to \ it tory in the Indian 
Open but countryman 
Graham Marsh came 
irom behind and shattered 
his ihances Sim e then 
winning the Open had been 
an obsession with Ginn 
Did Stewart Ginn have 
the intuition that he was on 
the verge of breaking the 
Jinx'? Did he want to show 
his wife Sam who had 
accompanied him that the 
moment of truth was about 
to unfold before her eyes ? 
Whatever, Sam s presence 
was (ertalnly a tremendous 
soun e of inspiration on his 
Journey to fame m the 


recent Wills Indian Open 
Golf 

Inspiration it was And 
the lady flashed a big smile 
when her husband had a 
dream first round ol five 
under But then ajunioi 
American Scott Taylor was 
also dreaming of the lat 
purse that was up lor grabs 
wlv*n he too carded a 68 
(im hiding an eagle) on the 
first day Sam nearly 
choked when T aylor scored 
thre c bii dies on the sc^ ond 
day but then unfortunately 
concede d all of them to 
allow the older Aussie to 
share the lead With both on 
141 the situation looked 
quite dieey 



andlayloi Ginn perhaps 
was expee ting C hinl to foul 
upsomewheie and that s 
precisely what hapiHiu d on 
the fourth hole«Going fot an 
eagle Chini 

double Iwgeyed and Ginn 
smiled in silence 
T he third day wasn t 
Scott Taylors as his 








I putt so casually and yet so 
perfect^. The ^-feet putt 
on the 14th was marvellous 
Surely the longest In this 
year's competition. That 
long attempt actually was 
the turning point of the 
game, for he had Anally 
taken the lead over Taylor 
with a two shot edge. Not a 
good lead really/or if Ginn 
made one mist^e, and if 
Taylor came good on the 
Anal day. the Aussie would 
be in deep trouble. 

With the 1990 champion 
Andrew Debusk going into 
oblivion, the challenge 
centred on Ginn and Taylor, 
But American Aaron Meeks 
who was at Afth position on 
the Arst day gradually 
crawled back to threaten 
the two players in 
contention. The Anal round 
saw Meeks scoring birdies 
and the crowd, which 
hadn't given much 
importance to Meeks 
chances, were now 
discussing a play-off. That 
was the moment when he 
was eight under on the 17th 
and Ginn was feeling a bit 
uneasy. “I hadn't thought 
much of Aaron Meeks till 
the 13th but then when he 
was scoring birdies. I felt 
the pressure.” confessed 
Ginn. "Aaron had made a 
marvellous comeback. But I 
kept my cool." 

Coming back to the Anal 
round. Eight under is quite 
impressive. But a two-shot 
lead in golf is like walking a 
tightrope. And Stewart 
Ginn had that 
apprehension, and he knew 
he couldn't afford to be rash 
like he'd been in previous 
years in the Indian leg. At all 
cost he had to prove 
something to Sam. who was 
equally under pressure. He 
had to win $22,491 for her. 

It was tlm? to show his 

Arare sight at 
ttiaOidCoursasA 
womaneaddywdth 
Amarlean golfar John 
Kamohan 
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thou^ the short 13th 
wasn't Ginn's favourite 
because in the last 
two-rounds his drives there 
were awful. On the third day 
he landed in the bunker but 
weathered it perfectly. This 
time his drive landed in a 
pr^arious position, but 
years of experience saw him 
use a five iron to stem the 
rot from the foot of the tree 
to the left. Taylor began to 
feel the heat as Ginn scored 
a birdie and levelled while 


the American played one 
over—4he show was over for 
Taylor, who finished Joint 
third (with Indian Firoz All) 
at 289. 

Meanwhile Meeks, who 
was the underdog then, had 
gone to eight under by the 
17th hole. The 42-year-old 
Ginn got the news and felt 
uneasy, but Sam's 
presence in this situation 
was inspirational. He did 
not allow tlie pressure to 
engulf him and destroy his 


perseverance now. 


But his dream of a victory 


in the Wills Indian Ojicn 


began disastrously. By the 
seventh hole. Ginn droppe^, 
five shots and Taylor was 
gradually gaining ground. 
Ginn's wife looked nervous 


and at each missed putt. 


she bit her lower lip. “You 


see. golf Is such a funny 


game.” said Ginn. On the 
third day he was putting so 


well and the “way I started it 


looked that if I continued 


like this, the showwould 


have been over. That’s when 


I said to myself *where'siyour 


composure?' and I began to 
play cool. 


Gradualy the 
transformation took place. 
His confidence renewed, 
the scenario changed from 
the 10th hole onwards, as 
Ginn began attacking the 
greens superbly. Equally 
resurgent was the lanky 
Aaron Meeks, whawas 


trailing at fourth position 
after the third round, but 


then made a brilliant 


recovery especially in the 


latter nine. 


However, it looked as 


Ginn throws the ball In 
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Bi 


Young Jyoti 
Randhawa receives 
the best amateur 
trophy from the ITC 
director 
C C. Appayya 


chance for the title Two 
consecutive birdies saw 
him level with Meeks And 
then Just as the c rowd was 
talking about a play off 
Ginn learnt, before making 
his flnal tee shot that 
Meeks had dropped two 
strokes Ginn only had to 
par the 18th—and he did 
aflei some drama 

FIroz All came Joint 
third with American 
Scott Taylor 
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(68+73+71+72=284) it was a 
scintillating battle 
Suspense till the last shot 
And Stewart Ginn had given 
the Sunday crowd the 
entertainment it wanted 

A word on the Indians 
Today, with so many 
tournaments m the Indian 
circuit taking place both 
oui pros and amateurs are 
performing encouragingly 
It s been after quite 
some time that an amateur 
has done exceptionally well, 
taking 10th position with 
an accumulative total of 
295(75+73+70+738 Well 
done Jyoti Randhawal 


photographs BY BANT08H QH06H 












KARATE 


Go into kokutsu-daehl and block the punch with a 
mawaahi-uki block (Insets). Then pull him towards 
you and deliver a chop to the neck region 


N {-^1 i 


^ & II 



c 


ONTINUING 

our 

self defence 
techniques 


from kokutsu-ddcbi lean 
back and block a punch 
to the head region with a 
mawashl-uki In the 
same motion, grab his 
punching arm with your 
iett hand and pull him 
towards you evemasyou 
delivers 

shuto-uchi- uchi or an 
insldc'to outside chop 
on the neck 

■y WrtvaM OwHiily, 
l^olnieliaska lfc aH Kaiele 

PHOTOORAPHS RAMAN BHALUA 


Shivaji Canguiy wOt betotiductinga special 
week'longcampon self-defeiiceancllifihtlttg 
techniques during the third weekqfMay at the 
IfyokUshanl^kan Karateheedquartersat 
ffarfsh Park. Persona with a flffife oacl^^und In 
Martfal acts myctmtact theabove mentioned 
at iS$Harhb kfnkheiJeeRoad, CaIcutta-25 
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IIOF-I IN US 


T HL good news 
IS that Formula 
One rat infj 
probably 

t ouldn t be healthier 
The bad news is that for 
the first time in 32 years 
there won t be an event m 
the United States In 
1990 and 1991 a rate in 
Phoenix Arizona kicked 
off the season, but this 
year the season started 
In Kyalami. South Africa 
The reason for this 
elimination was poor 
attendance at Phoenix 
which encouraf^ed a 
re evaluation by the 
Formula One powers 
that be Phoenix 
meanwhile attempted to 
force the issue as it 
provided a large boost in 
revenue for the local 
merchants but the 
Formula One powers 
that be. prevailed 


ANOTHER COMEBACK 

rrtiE POWER in his 
X pumhesfi weaker 
his speed IS slowei and 
bH hail line higher But 
one thing remains the 
same—the famous wide 
toothless smile 

Yes Leon Spinks IS 
batk the latest lighter to 
join George Foieman 
and Larry Holmes in pro 
boxings unofficial senior 
tour 

Spinks 38 is lighting 
again out of necessity 
Laid off BmmtusJob as 
greeter in a restaurant to 
Chicago Spinks hopes 
to straighten the U turn 
in his Me that ser\{ him 
from heavyweight 
champ to bankruptcy 
almost overnight 

Iwanttobethe 
ffghUng machine like 
I once was,'he said 
Sjdnks has also 
dedicated his comeback 











Formula Ona has bid 
goodbye to America 
because of poor 
attendance 

to his late son. Leon 
Calvin. "He wanted to 
win the championship 
forme. Now! want to win 
it for him. in his memory ." 



w w 0l3miplc 
Committee President 
Juan Antonio 
Samaranch returned 
home to meet with 
organisers of the 
Summer Olympics, he 
was still perturbed about 
the choice of a former 
soccer player, Michel 
Platini, as the final 
torchbearer during the 
Opening Ceremony of 
the Winter Olympics. 

It was bad enough that 
the athlete was a 
Summer Olympian, 
having competed for 
Franceln 1976at 
Montreal, but 
Samaranch probably 
could have overlooked 
that If Platini was not a 
soccer player who made 
his name in the World 
Cup. 

Of all the sports In the 
Olympic movement, the 
one over which the IOC 
has the least influence Is 
soccer. For evidence. 

FIFA has restricted the 
Olympic football to 
players Under-23 so that 
it will not threaten the 
prestige of the World Cup. 


Leon Spinks 
is fighting 
sgainouiof 
nscsssity 


The decision was taken 
in defiance of 
Samaranch. Need we say 
morel 

And back to the topic of 
the torchbearer, the 
Summer Olympic final 
bearer's name will be 
sent to Samaranch a 
month before the event. 


^'lARLLBWlS is getting 
tired of being called 
the grand old man of 
track and Held at 30. 

“People say I’m like 
JimmyCoitnors{391.He 
was a pro when I was 
four, now we are the 


Carl Lewis is sick and 
tired of being called an 
Oldman 

same age, “Lewis sedd. 

Lewis, participating in 
the USA Mobil Indoor 
championship, came 
second in the long Jump 
which was his shortest 
Jump in three years. "I 
Jumped well but I don’t 
feel I was aggressive 
enough to Jump as far as 
I could, “he said. 

But there are signs 
which say that Lewis is 
aging. Lewis retorted. 
"I've got a few grey hairs 
which will be snipped 
shortly," 

Need one remind Lewis 
that ’old is gold’. % 












I N 1982 a bay colt named 
Almanac, sporting the pink 
and white colours of Mr J P 
Goenka, came out and won 
the'Indian Tnple Crown Ten 
years later Astonish carrying preci 
sely the same colours kept his tiyst 
with destiny and became the flrst 
•Indian Triple Crown winner in 
over a decade It is a feat which has 
no parallel in the annals of Indian 
racing history and trainer Be/an 
Cheney, owners Mi J P Goenka. 

D Khaltan and Ross Ueas must be 
proud and happy for having achiev¬ 
ed what to many must have looked 
a mere pipe dream 
The Triple Crown' is Ihe ultimate 
test of the capability of a thorough¬ 
bred It comprises the 2000Gui 
neas run over the metric mile the 
Derby run over a mile and a halt 
and Anally the St Leger run over 
the gruelling distance of a mile and 
three quarters Winning The Mple 
Crown in regional centres is an 
achievement in itself, but the Indi 
anTripIeCrown istheonethatieal- 
ly matters and a host of all time 

Astonish (sxtrsms right), 
sporting ths pink snd white 
colours of Mr J.P. Gosnka, won 
ths indlsn Tripis Crown’ 



In 1982 Almanac won the 'Indian Triple Crown'... 

UN MS 


UIEl 


Astonish became the first to win it in over a decade ^ 
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greats have missed out on thfaHer- 
culean achievement. The remarte- 
ble ManitoUfthe legendary Rqyed 
Tern and even the mighty C(»n- 
manche failed to make the grade. 

In fact, since 1976-77 till date, the 
orily horses to Inscribe their names 
in letters of gold and immortalise 
themselves winning the Indian 
Trtple Crown’ were the all conquer¬ 
ing Squanderer. Almanac and 
firmly AsUmish. 

On Sunday, March 29. Just four 
horses lined up to face the starter 
at the 2.800 meter marker. The 
press world bill¬ 
ed it as a du^ between Astonish 
and FlirtingVlsion. The other two 
acceptors in the race were sup¬ 
posedly also-rans. Rhythmjthe 
Oaks winner and the only filly in 
the race took over the running from 
the time the gates opened setting a 
slow pace. Astonish with Aslam 
Kader astride moved into second 
spot. FlirtingVlsion decided to 
track him in third place while 
Desert Mirage the outsider. Sx four 
graced the rear. 

They ambled around the track 
finally picking up from about the 
1600 meter marker, but the order 
remained totally unchanged until, 
heads were turned for home. As 
they straightened up Vasant Shin- 
de astride Rhythm asked the filly to 


quicken and she responded game¬ 
ly kicking clear to go two lengths in 
front of Astonish while Flirting 
Vision was an idenUaJ distance 
behind in third. The outcome of the 
race was however already decided 
because although Rhythm had hit 
the front she was floundering 
under pressure. Flirting Vision did 
not seem to be making any head¬ 
way either while Astonish and 
Aslam Kader were literally 
cantering. 

With about 400 meters left to run 
Aslam merely shook the reins and 
Astonish bounced past Rhythm in 
a flash. Before you could even say 
that it was all over Astonish had 
rocketed away into a 7 length lead, 
and with half a furlong left to run 
Astonish was already being eased 
up. The official verdict between the 
winner and runner up still stood at 
a distance. Rhythm hung on 
tenaciously to deny second spot to 
FlirtingVlsion a neck. 

It was a magnificent performan¬ 
ce indeed and you would run out of 
superlatives in trying to describe 
Astonish's feat. The son of Sove¬ 
reign Silver or Mavardo out of Avola 

The man who deserves credit for 
Astemish’s remarkable 
achievement la trainer Bezen 
Chenoy(left) 



bred at the Poonawalla Stud ani^ . " 
Agricultural Farms had diusglviidi 
his illustrious breeders one 
remarkable first to their credit. Hife 
w£» their first ‘Indian Triple Crown 
winner in the last 25 years which - 
means Astonish will always be held 
very close to their heart. 

The man who realfy deserves the 
credit for Astonish's remarkable 
performance must surely be trai¬ 
ner Bezan Chenoy. After all to keep 
a horse at optimum level for any 
length of time is a far from easy 
task. Bezan had kept Astonish 
going from August 3.1991 
when he won his first race, the 
Magic Million XXX August handi¬ 
cap in Pune. Th^ went on to win 
the Pune Derby on October 29. 

1991 and then came down to Bom¬ 
bay where he strolled away with 
the McDowell Indian2000Gui¬ 
neas on December 29. 

Here again, it was Cheney's 
incredible confidence in the colt ‘ 
which permitted him to make the 
right decision. He rested him after 
the Pune Derby and that two 
month layoff saw a rejuvenated 
Astonish come dressed for battle 
and line up for the first leg of the ' 
'TVlple Crown' without even a prep 
race. After that it was on to the Indi¬ 
an Derby which saw Astonish pre¬ 
vail by the shortest of short heads. 

It was after this race that Asto¬ 
nish seemed to have become a trifle 
Jaded. He travelled to Bangalore, 
but the best he could do was run 
fourth in the Invitation Cup. Mer 
that run most people drew a line 
through Astonish's chances, but 
then Chenoy as a trainer knew a lot 
more. 

"When taking Astonish to 
Bangalore he developed a )|llght 
couj^ and as a result 1 could not 
work him and prepare him as well 
as I would have liked to for the Invi¬ 
tation. Since retiuning to Bombay 
Astonish seemed to be a lot happier 
and I was hapi 9 too with the 
amount work that I managed to 
pump into him,” said Bezan Che¬ 
noy. He said this before the race 
and he certainly knew wdiat he was 
talking about because Astonish 
did rK)t Just beat the opponentsjhe 
left them strug^ing in his wake like 
a strhig of washing that had been 
left out to dry. while he went on to 
make history. # 







This is for your mind. 




This is for you and 
your family. 






























SPORTSWEF.K 


Tills week in the history of sport 


O N Apr 1,1954 Gordon 
Howe playing for 
Detroit against Toronto 
scoted a goal within nine 
seconds ol the start of 
play the quickest goal in 
ice-ho< key 

O NAprSrIMSRetny 

Bricka of Paris 
started his 5636 km 
marathon Walk’ across 
the Atlantic Ocean on 
skis He completed it m 
60 days 

I N one ot the shortest 
heavyweight boxing 


fights in history Tedcty 
Barker of Great Britain 
beat Bob Roberts of 
Nigeria in ]ust ten 
setondson Apr 3,1934 at 
Wales The referee then 
stopped the fight 

O N Apr4,1985 Carlo 
Bonoml achieved the 
fastest speed attained in 
a diesel boat He set this 
record at Venice 
tiave]Iingat218 25 
kmph in a hydroplane 

T OHNWISDEN the 
foundei oi the famous 


Crlc keter's Almanac and 
a good player who took 
10 wickets for North Vs 
South at Lords in 1850, 
died on Apr5,1994. 


t i 


balkline billiards (a 
game played on a 
pocketless table) 
appeared on a 
championship 
tournament in Chicago 
whit h ended on Apr 4, 
1883. 

Indian Swimmer Mihir 
Sen swam the 35 Km 
Palk Strait between 


India and Sri Lanka, on 
Apr 4^1944, in 25 hrs 
36 min 

I N the middleweight 
class (snatch) 
Nedelcho Kolev of 
Bulgaria lifted 152 5 kg 
on AintT, 1974/ to seta 
woiId record 


AlCSIiartf 


MILESTONES 


RETHUEO: Malcolm 
Marshall, with 3t6 
TestWicketatohis 
credit, fiom 
international 
crloket Marshall 
(34) plans to 
continue playing ftir 
Hampshimfor 
•another couple of 
years 

wim 

‘Wicketkeepca-lan 
Smith, of New 
Zealand. firom{b«t 
close tnlck^ 
AlMOIIimSdchin 
Tendulkar a$ the 
Indian crkfiteter of 
theyeariTblspitte 
scheme Is baSM on 
points accumulated 
lay eatfiiplsEyertn the 
Shair^ t 
tfmmuhepjhthe 
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Sobatlni6-1.6-4in 

thefitog). 

inih^y Michael 
Ckahg the men’s 
veraum ofUpton 
ifttemadotial 
ChampMnshlps. He 
' d«fettedA2b«10 
* MaiKAil7*S.7*£(m ' 

, . ^tiieflnal. 

''fEmMolMtke , « , 
i 1>i/^m6yeantijvt 
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LheMai^Oom^ September. Bnui/ 
Cfztuft^ort.lyMtn m^t$witeetland 


VrosnmsMl^fljaod totheother 

Wa)iikn(od$3O.<)0^^ sttadfinal. 

1Nlli%U)eUSA. f^QyMaurtlna 

(.^IMrDawtsOuptfe NavratUova theUS 

MgUnst ' Women’s Hardcmirt 

Csgchbalhealt^ ' Tnmis loumament 

S^defbated Natalie 

Swmmintltiifi ' ,Tai»fat6*2.6>lln 

demlrflnKltPw i, thefhialforthe 

159f}i career tide' 
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Y ou breathe, 
you drink and 
you eat. Your 
body then 
processes these 
ingredients, put into the 
system by these 
fundamental acts, into 
fuel that unleashes 
countless thoughts, 
impulses, secretions and 
muscle contractions 
Through prcslstant 
physical activity you 
build up your energy and 
work capacity, but you 
won’t be able to explore 
the full depths oi your 
stamina and vigour until 
you follow an I'qually 
persistant nutritional 
programme. 

The energy cycle that 
starts dtyour mouth and 
climaxes with dynamic 
movement is exqulslt. 

Carbohydrates are 
your primary fuel. Your 
digestive system 
dismantles them into 
simple sugar glurose. 
which is carried by the 
blood and stored as 
glycogen in the muscles 
and the liver. Complex 
carbs—the ones found in 
whole grains, beans and 
vegetables—are high in 
fibre, while simple c*arbs 
with the simple 
exception of fruits, are 
sugars and for the most 
part have almost no 
nutritional value. To 
sustain heavy workouts 
and to delay the onset oi 
fatigue, complex 
carbohydrates should 
provide about of the 

calories in every meal 
you eat. 

Beware oi refined 
carbs. The sugar Irom 
these food are rapidly 
absorbed Into the 
bloodstream and this in 
turn drives up the 
blood'glucose levels in 
the bo^. When this * 
happens, the pancreas 
floods Insiihn into the 
system to reduce the 
level to non^al. The 


resulting drop can 
trigger a low blood 
pressure reaction that is 
accompanied by fatigue, 
headaches and mood 
swings. These roller 
co.ister rides ofhigh and 
low-bloo<i-sugar can 
deplete your energy. So 
it’s best to avoid these 
rapidly absorbed sweets 
both before and after a 
workout. For a steady 
stream of energy, beans 
and some fruits, make 
good choices. More than 
halfyour pro-training 
foods should consist of 
these foods. 

Fat at nine calories per 
gnim ha.s more than 
twice the energy 
potential of carbs and 
proteins. Fat reserves, 
located pnmarily Just 
under the skin, 
around the organs and 
nerve fibres help iucl all 
aerobic activities Tlie 
muscles and the liver 
have limited capacities 
lor storing glycogen, and 
after about a couple of 
hours of strenuous 
activity, these stores oi 
energy become depleted. 

As the blood-sugar 
level in the system 
plummets, the fat that is 
stored in the body is put 
to work. The compionents 
of fat.prlmarily fatty 
adds, are pulled out of 
storage and dispatched 
to the muscles, where 
they are broken down 
and burned for energy. 
This ‘glycogen sparing’ 
effect is what gives you 
the power to endure the 
latpr stages of a tennis or 
soccer match. 

1 lowever.thls certainly 
is not the excuse tor you 
to go on a binge. Most of 
us get more fat than we 
act ually need from t he 
food that we eat. In fact 
a high-fat meal is bound 
to slow down your 
acthities. as it takes a 
longer time to digest. 
Keep your fat intake 



down to about 20-25% oi 
your daily calories or 
less, and make sure that 
a majority of these are 
irom vegetable oils and 
nuts. Other sources of 
fat include animal 
products such as meat, 
fish and diary products. 

Another very 
important food is 
protein. TTiough it is 
Indispensible to muscle 
growth and repair it is 
not a major energy food. 
In fact this type provides 
.only 15-20% of the 
energy that you utilise. 

But your protein 
Intake will count a lot 
after your workout, as 
your muscles recover 
and rebuild themselves, 
which is why 
high-quality proteins are 
essential to your overall 
abihty to live a vigorous 
lifestyle. The best 
sources are eggs, fish, 
meat and diary 
products, although 
beans and some other 
plant food also contain 
a fair amount of protein. 

Besides keeping the 
right balance of carbs, 
fat and proteins in your 
diet, you ran do a 
number of other things 
to ensure that you have 
the energy to operate at 
peak levels. Here are 
some guidelines that will 
help you in doing that: 

• Eat breakfast even if 
it’s Just an apple and a 
glass of milk. Your blood 


sugar is very low in the 
morning. 

• Eat often. To keep a 
fairly even blood-glucose 
level, space out your 
calorie Intake to six or 
seven small meals a day. 
This will do far more to 
keep your energy high 
than if you siFdown to 
two or three feeding 
blowouts. 

• Don’t overeat. Heavy 
meals, particularly those 
high in fats, condemn 
your system to hours of 
gnielling work before 
they are digested. And in 
the mean time while this 
is happening you tend to 
get sluggish, ^t until 
youjust feel satisfied 
andrthen stop. 

• Don't indulge in a 
high-lat. high-protein, 
high-sugar meal before 
any kind of strenuous 
activity. Such a ‘feast’ 
can take up to eight 
hours to be digested and 
in the process diverts 
blood away from the 
muscles to the 
gastro-lntcstlnnl tract. 
Now you need the blood 
to flow into your muscles 
when you’re pumping is 
on, rl^t? 
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A dismal 
campaign 


T he ignonimous exit of the 
Indian team from the 
World Cup arena without 
even reactiing the 
senit-ilnal stage has mercifully 
brought an end the agony and 
miseries of many millions at home. 
In the Immediate aftermath of the 
Down Under disaster, it is certain 
that the eusiomary search for 
scapegoats will be vigorously 
pursued and the innocent as usual 
will be punished while the guilty go 
scot-free. And as has happened In 
the past the average Indian fan will 
forget these let-downs and 
coni inue to worship his heroes 
once they start raising mammoth 
scores on tiie lifeless pitches in the 
domestic tournaments in the 
country. 

After all how can one blame a few 
of our cricketers for what 
hapiiened in Australia. A captain is 
only as successful as the 
enthusiasm of the 11 players who 
rally bt'hind him. In our case, we 
have players who have no national 
pride and are in the team to further 
their own self-interests. 

R. VIMAI.ROY. 

Dinjan. 


Not Shastri again 


I N the post-mortem of India's 
World Cup fiasco a lot of things 
are being talked about as the 
reasons behind the poor 
perfommnee, and many fingers are 
accusingly pointing towards the 
vice-captain, Ravi Shastri. The 
impression being created is that 
India did not reach the semi-finals 
because Shastri scored very slowly 
in the matches that he played. He 
scored 57 oil' 111 balls against 
England and 25 oif 70 against 
Australia, and these scores are 
supposedly the rea.son why India 
fared badly. 

One willjust have to look at 
teams in the final to realise that 
there are also batsmen who at 



times took long to score. Gcioch 
took 91. balls to score his 51 against 
India and Miandad took 40 in 110 
balls against us but their team still 
went on to the final. 

And moreover what happened in 
the matches we played without 
Shastri? We did not fare too well 
, even then. Our much rated batting 
llne-upjMst tends to crumble when 
the pressure is turned on and the 
middle-order players have let us 
down repeatedly. And if the Indian 
team lost the World Cup because 
Shastri scored slowly then what 
happened in the Test series against 
Australia where the scoring rate 
does not-count? 

And ndw after the dismal 
performance the people's wrath Is 
directed against Shast^ and his 
family. ThiQ surely is the hei^t of 
uncivilised and childish behaviour 
A. ROY, 

Barrackpur.' 


Give Shastri a chance 


I T is sad'to see that the publle^d 
also the medla-in some cases 


have made a villain out ofRavi 
l^astri, a man who has served the 
country for almost a decade. 

People are talking about his 
retirement when he has been one of 
India’s most consistent batsmen. 
Though he has not been too 
prolific, he has been consistent 
throughout. 

Agreed that Shastri scored 
slowly in the couple of the World 
Cup matches that he played In. but 
then we did not lose the game Just 
because of that. Lady Luck also 
played a major role and most of our 
celebrated batsmen also let us 
down. 

If the public continue their tirade 
against Shastri he might quit in 
frustration (though we hope notj 
and that would be a major loss to 
Indian cricket. Being one of the 
seniemmost players in the team he 
has still a lot to contribute for the 
future of cricket in our country and 
his retirement now should be 
avoided at all costs. 

Hence let us leave him alone and 
not make him a scapegoat for the 
team's debacle Down Under. 
SHWETA.G.V.. 

Bangalore. 


Go for gold, Ravi 


A FI'ER the Indian team's poor 
performance Down Under. 

Ravi Shastri has been singled out 
as the sole person responsible for 
the team's debacle. E\'en Tiger 
Pataudi In his editorial had blamed 
Shastri for the one-run loss that we 
suffered against Australia. 

After tlie team failed to qualify for 
the semi-final there were 
demonstrations in Bombay and 
even his house was stoned. Ravi 
Shastri's portraits were garlanded, 
with shoes. How disgmeeful on our 
part? As Gavaskar and many other 
sports writers wrote, tjie ^ogan of 
Ravi Shastrihal. halls the most 
popular one at all Indian stadiums. 

This is certainly not the way we 
should be suppoi^ing our cricket 
team and its members. Tlie people 
of other countries are alwsws . 
behind their cricketers even if they 
(the-cricketers) aipe golijg thi:^^ a 
bad phase. A player like Shastri 
shpuldnotbeaskedtooptbutof • . 
the teaun imdert^. 
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circumstances He still has a 
< ricket left in him and his opting 
out of the team would be an 
incparable loss to Indian cricket 
Though he is not a veiy talented or 
stylish batsman he is one of the 
most gutsy and professional 
Cl ic keters that we have at present 
Hence we should reiraln from 
making Shastrl the scapegoat 
every time our team loses a match 
Even after we dropped him from 
the team we did not perform too 
well What we must under stand at 
this June ture is that every player 
goes through a bad phase one e in a 
while and during these times we 
should stand behind the player 
and spur him on to greater heights 
Only then can we regain our lost 
pnde and prestige 
YOCnSHLHANDHA 
New Delhi 



Salutations, great Imran 


Why cry over spilt mij^k? 

T his has reference to the article 
by Andy O Bnen about the rain 
rule in the recently com luded 
World Cup But why IS it that only 
when one s team is in a losing 
position courtesy the rule that 
people start complaining^ That too 
when the ram rule was made well 
in advance and all the Boards ol 
the participating countnes have 

signed it before the tournament 
began 

But rather than cribbing about 
the rule why docsn t someone 
suggest a method of doing away 
with the rule Like ior example 
computing the average runs of the 
side batting lirst (divide the total 
runs by the total number of overs) 
and then reduce the runs for the 
second team accordingly 
The provision ol a miniature TV 
for the umpires should be anothei 
change that should be thought 
about senously As it is the 
umpires are coming under a lot of 
flak because of the improvement of 
television technology, and hence it 
would only be fair if the umpires 
also had a chance to look closely at 
a controversial decision via (lieTV 
before pronouncing their 
Judgement 
AMITALOIWAL 
Barade 


C ONGRATULAT IONS to imran 
Khan and his team on winning 
the Woi id Cup T his win proved to 
the woi Id that the team is indeed a 
well knit one under the able 
captaincy oi Imran What a 
personality this man has Even as 
the days roll by and the time ioi 
him to call it a day draws neai he 
reiterates the point time and time 
agam that he is an institution in 
himself 

Agreatcncketer a superb 
r aptain and a master 
team-man—^there couldn t have 
been a greater tnbute to him Irom 
his colleagues than to win him the 
World Cup at the twilight of his 
career 

PRAUALGUHA 

Calcutta 


Needed: national pride 


T he most important thing for a 
group of 11 players to succeed 
as a team is unity among the 
players coupled with a 
perseverance to stand behind the 
captam in times of need It looks 
like the players in the team are only 
interested In making it to the 
national team OncethQrdonan 
Indian cap they tend to relax and 
take things easy Probably this is 
because there is no accountability 
among the players and the 
ofllclals. They make it seem that 
thqr are in it only for the monetaty 


benefits and the other comforts 
that come alongudth the Indian 
cricket team cap 

Unless and until the players and 
eac h one of t hem understand the 
meaning of national pndc and 
infuse this trail in themselves we 
are not going (o make headw.iy in 
any walkofliie 
K V PRASANNA 
Bangalore 


A long way to go Azhar 


I T was a leal in lorni A/harthat 
ont saw towai ds ilic end ol the 
World Cup In short it (ould be 
relerrt d to as exet llent I>on 1 
woiryA/har even li India did not 
flguie wc 11 in the loumament you 
(an bvyoiii insplnd 
pel ionnam es lead it to greater 
heights You vc still got a long way 
togoA/har and we arc sure that 
you 11 eventually t onie out tops 
ABU NAbER MUNIR 
Bangladfhli 













Warren Open Golf 


S o what If Bunty Randhawa, I he 
Kalyani Black Label champion, 
didn't win the ninth Warren Ofjen 
Golf at the lush green Tollygunge 
Club course. But he looked quite 
relaxed after finishing fourth and 
continued to remain among the top 
pros in the current Indian circuit. 
He didn’t mind blowing his game in 
the third round.. You see. this Is 
all in the game. You have to 
gamble We are professionals.' 
said Randhawa coolly. 

And a tew minute later, the 
current circuit leader, local Basad 
Ali (who a few days ago had 
collected the Grindlays cheque at 

BaMd All had an Imprasalva win 
In tha Warren Golf 
champlonshipa 


the same venue) flashed a big smile 
for he had done it again. "Basad is 
the supremo on the green and 
around," complimented Bunty. 
adding. "He's straight and sh^. 
Give him a small tight course dnd 
see what he does." 

Basad was unmatchable. He was 
too good for the rest. He beat young 
IndetjitBhaloUa by a awesome 10 
strokes. Basad's 
69+68+69+70ss276 was the best 
ever triumph in his career "My best 
performance earlier was in 
Bombay in 1984 which was a 
five-under win. But the victory in 
the Warren Open is certainly my 
best ever." said a proud Basad Ali. 

It seems that those who take the 
challenge alongside Basad are not 
good enough to match his game. 
"Perhaps Oiey are a bit paranoid 
about playing with me." Basad 

said. "The greens this year was 
superb and we certainly enjoyed 
playing on it." 

Inderjlt Bhalotia, son of a 


corporate executive, tasted his first 
big win and with mcrfe experience 
he should fare better. He led on the 
first day. but the more experienced 
Basad, who has won over 55 titles 
so far. led the field on the second 
day onwards after returning a 
three under and Bhalotia lost as 
many shots. The going was easy 
and Basad All was already thinking 
of the fat purse that he was going to 
take home. Basad had once again 
shown unique consistency.. .and 
the strict disciplinarian that he is 
summed upr'l'm surely winning. 
I've paid my taxes and so I can sleep 
in peace." 




E astern railway won the 

men's division State Kabaddl 
League Championship . In an 
all-^ilway final at the West 
Bengal Kabaddl Association 
courts, Eastern outclassed South 
Eastern 38-12. after leading 17-6 
at the breather. 

But the spotlight at the State 
Association courts was focussed 
on the Waseeda University team 
which came from Japan to pick up 
precious tips from the country 
which is the Asian Games 
champions. 

The Japanese University played 
three exhibition matches versus 
the Calcutta University side, the 
state junior girls and against the 
state senior women's teams. 
Although they finished on the 
losing side each time, they did not 
get upset. For. Japan are no 
kabaddl giants and Waseeda have 
only begun the game recently. 

The Calcutta University girls 
beat their Japanese counterparts 
36-25, the state Juniors won 47-41 
and the seniors put it across with a 
32-28win. 



Open Boxing 


PORTS CELLof Rourkela Steel 
Hant recmtt^ otganised the 














annual Rourkela Open Boxing 
championship at the Ispat • 

stadium 

The two-day championship in 
three groups-^ub-Junior. Juidor 
and Senior—attracted around 50 
new and established boxers of the 
city There were some keenly 
contested bouts In the 
championships S.R Rai 
(Sub-Junioil, S P Mudall (Junior) 
andRN Padhl (Senior) were 
declared the best boxers of the 
meet 

MrS K Patra, Senior Manager 
(Sports) gave away the prizes to the 
successful boxers. 

SaHsli Shanna 


NEW DELHI 


Sandeep Suri 
Cricket 


R IZWAN SFIAMAIiAD was the 
main architect of the Flex 
India LI D Nnidateam 
triumphed in the fourth Sandeep 
Sun cncket tournament played at 
Satyawat I College New Delhi 
In the flnal. Flex India had a 25 
runs victory over local outfit 
Sonnet club Batting first Flex 

Mano) Sharma of Flax India 
racalvea the winner’s trophy 
from Major Jal Gopal 



Bank Spiorts Board Hockey.'.,' 

'' ' .!"r — r r s : .M 


Cfietma, chief generei Sfate jiank of 

tfieBafik Sports Board hockey trophy to the C8|ilam of 
wWehyrafttrieBank Sports Board (Southern ragipp^lioe 




were all out for 197 runs Ki/wan 
Shamshad(60) Wahid (50). Ml In 
Bahyguna (34) were the main 
scorers In reply Vlhwajeel (50) 



and Baldev Singh (40) scored for 
Sonnet 

A fine unbeaten knock Govind 
Bihani helped Sonnet Club beat 
J N Golden by three wickets In the 
semi-final, while In the other 
semi final, deadly bowling l^ViJay 
Walla and good tmtting Rizwan 
Shamshed (66) helped Flex India 
defeat Ashok Auto by 76 nans. 

Govind Behanl was adjudged 
“the best batsman” of the 
tournament while the honour of 
being'the best bowler' went to Vijay 
Walia. Rlzwan was declared “the 
man of the toumament.“ 
Vishwajeet Singh from the 
runners-up team was declared 
The best all-rounder'. 

MaJorJai Gopal. Managing 
Director, Rajiv Moters districted 
the prizes, adille Or K.P. Bhatt, 
Principal. Satyawat! 
Co-Educational College. 

Universily of Delhi presided over 
the ceremony. 










National *A’ Chess 


B ombay ba^ed international 
Master Praveen Tliipsav pif k 
ed up his fiith title winninf»tht 
91 92 edition of the National 
Chess rhampionships this month 
in Patna 

It was a re markabk r omebac k 
performameiorllM 33 veai old 
Union Bank olflt er who started 
very badly in the 20 player 
round robin I hipsay was nowhere 
nt the halt waystajje lan^enishing 
onloui points alter his first 10 
games 

Indeed it .ipptaied that young 
N Sudhakar Uabu (22) would 
fKiwer his wav to a maiden tnurn 
ph liabu Bhilai Steel Plant 
e*mplovtc played well through the 
first half and he was the < lear 
leadei 

However Babii had the rug pull 

ed from under his fe cl in a strange 
fashion IM Ai ui i V<iidya and 
Vishal Sareon pulled out of the 
meet and their sr ort s were e ant el 
lc*d So Babu who had pie ked up 
two V ital points in his pei sonal 
cm ountei s with t hem si iddt nly 
found those efforts weie in \ain 
MithiakanthofNLC Neyveli 

Pravean Thipaay waa the winner 
of the National ‘A’ Chess 
championships 




then took over the lead before he 
was pegged bat k by a 14th round 
loss to Nasii Wajlh of Bikaner IM 
R.1VI Hegdc had played steadily to 
remain in tontcntion He and 
Babu weie hot on Mltrakanth s 
heels 

I hipsay had ilnally recovei td his 
LOiiiposure after winning a tough 

II 111 round encountt r with defend 
mgchampioiiIMD V iVasad He 
won six games out of his last nine 
and diew thiee to jump into the 
lead and e\ entually c lim hed the 
Utle with a cpiit k agieed dr.iw in the 
final round I hipsay s final sroi e 
was 11 5 points 

Babu was probably happy 
enough with his sei ond place store 
ol 10 5 because that fetched him a 
final IM norm Babu fulfilled the 
require ments to bti ome India s 
13th IM as well as making the natio 
nal team for the Olympiad 

I^asad who had a lack lustre 
toiiniameni finally played himself 
into the squad Ravi 1 legde and 
Lanka Ravi also produced good 
performances 

Once again the premier Indian 
tournament was hard-hit by pull¬ 
outs though admittedly ft was not 
as farcit al as last year liien, at 
Pondic berry seven players includ¬ 
ing one GM and five IMs pulled out 
for assorted reasons reducing the 
meet to a ti avesty This time ft was 
only two players—Sareen and Val- 
dya However it would be desirable 
if the Indian Chess Federation 
could workout ways and means of 
putting a stop to this practise 


P.G.D A.V. College retained the 
Inter-College Football 
tournament 


NEW DELHI 


Inter-College 

Football 


P G D AV COLLEGE retained 
the University ol Ut Ihi Inter 
College Football in which 29 colie 
ges partlcipateo Mile edging out 
1987 8M champions Hindu c ollegc 
by solitary first hall goal in a stiff 
battle 

The highlight of the match was 
the fine performance by Kuldeep 
Ekka who scored the match 
winners 

In the play olTIast year s 
runners-up Shn Ram College of 
Commerc e (SRCC) secured the 
third spot when they defeated 
Zakir Hussain college 1 -0 
Inthesemi finals PGDAVdefeat- 
ed S R C C 4-2 in the tie breaker, 
while Hindu College tiiumphed 
over Zakir Hussain College 2 I 
Smash KaaiarLau 



E ast ZONE retained the 23td 
edition of the PCI Inter-Zonal 
Hock^ tournament by edging out 
West Zone on a better goal average 














at the Shlvajl Stadium 
FCI dominating the match from 
the beginning managed to force 
four penalty comers against the 
Wests one For East Zone It was 
former International, Thoiba Sln^ 
who was at his best showmgglimp- 
sesofhis past form with some fine 
solo dashes and deft stickwork 
Rudolph Vane* 


Shastri Hockey 


NAMDl 1ARIXI t lim hed the UI 
Bahadur Shastri Ho( ke\ 
tournament when they narrowly 
edged nut a \ t ry gallant and 
unhic k\ Noi thei n Railway 4 3 \'ia 
the tie breaker E\enalttrth( 
stipulated regulation time neither 
of the It anistould draw blood so 
e\(nlualh thetit breakerhadto 
beiesoitedto 

Sukhwindei SinghIJi ) Ourmit 
Singh .Old Bagga Singh < on\ erted j 
lortheNamdhaiisidc while for 
Norther n Kailwav onl\ Ninnal 
Singh and M P Singh managed to 
find tht mark 

In the semi fin il earlu r 
Nor tin r n Rtiilwa\ had btaten the 
murh fane led IHiniab & Sind Bank 
5 2yiathetie bieaktrwhilefn 
another stmi final N<imdhari XI 
edged out (CME)<Jalandhar m the 
sudden death 
Rudolph Vanco 


LUDHIANA 


National Judo 


P UNJAB emerged worthy 

winnei s in both the men s and 
women s categories of the 15th 
Senioi National Judo 
championship held at the 
Multipurpose hall of the Guru 
Nanak sports complex 
Ludhianalecenlly The 
star studded Punjab team 
act omplished the triumph by 
bagging five gold, one silver and six 
bron/e medals Oyer40Ojudokas 
fi om 28 units grappled for 
selection to the Indian team to 
participate in the Olympics, 92 
There were keenly content d 
bouts and expeneneed ’ 

idtemationals showed their < lass 



Book Release 

Prof. Mohammad Amin, Vlca^Shahcaltor of Mmndard 
raiooabHlttMl^kf ‘Phyalcalfltnaaa--how todavalOp .Thaauflior.O^ 

A.K.UppaltaatlafL 


Ntirender Singh who is a 
Commonwcdit h Gtinies bi on/t 
medallist andwonihelinal 
beating Ratijil Singh ol CRf’f in tlie 
below 69 kg t ategorv 
Asian bron/e m« dallist Sandeep 
Byala loo pro\ ed a woi thy Vriiinei 
when he easily delealed last yeai s 
national < hampioiiTlIak Phapa ol 



Narendar Singh wron tha balow 
60 dte In tna Nati^al Judo 

ohamplonahips 


C RPf intlu o\(i 60 kg weight class 

In the open weight Cawas 
Billinioriaol Maharashta A 
refalned (he lillo beating 
Pai niinck r Singh of Punjab In (he 
50 kg final IjouI Naresh Kumar of 
f’linjab u itiined the gold beating 
Uhai ami ndi a of BSF 

In tin women s sec lion M N 
rViyent legained the gold in Ihe 
oyer 56 kg weight c ategoiy when 
sht managed to outsc ore Hat Ikiral 
Kaur ol I limac hal Pradesh 
Inter national Judoka Sumita 
Thakurof Kam<itaka retained the 
gold by outplaying Kaiu han 
Anand of Indian Airlines In the 
open weight 

Bharati Dogt a of Punjab beat 
eurrenl All Inclia Inter Unlyersity 
champions Vanl Swamy of Madhya 
Pradesh in the below 48 kg 
I'ategoty 

The Indo Tibetan Border Pollt e 
(ITBI^ team was scratched due to 
misbehaviour by one oi their 
players during the bouts ITBP 
team got one silver and two bt on/e 

Mohlnder Singh Kaypee 
Minister ol Stale loi sports and 
youth Aflairs Punjab gave away 
Ihe pn/es 
Swruuli Kumar Lau 































QUIZ 


QUESTIONS 

1. Who was the only England batsman 
to score a double century against 
both Australia and South Africa? 

2 . Who IS the first player to score at 
least 150 in both innings of the same 
Test match? 

3. Who was the only player to score 
two centunes in the inaugural World 
Cup cncket competition? 

4. Who holds the distinction of being 
the only cncketer to score over 

10,000 runs in a completed career 
without sconng a century'^ 

5. Which English County has beaten 
the tounng Australians on a record 
nine occasions? 

6. Who was the only England batsman 
to have fallen victim to Don 
Bradman's bowling'^ 

7 In which Test in the mid-1970s was 
Gavaskar out first ball of the match? 

6 Sarfraz Nawaz set bowling record in 
Australia What is it? 

9. Which Australian player made a 
century against England on debut 
about four years before his tragic 
death from tuberculosis? 

ANSWERS 

1. Eddie Paynter (216* v. Australia at 
Trent Bndge in 1938 and 243 v 
South Af nca in Durban in 1939) 

2. Allan Border (150% 153v. Pakistan 
at Lahore, 1980.) 

3 GlennTumer(17rv.E Afncaand 
114*v. India) 

4. Tony Lock 10,342 runs; highest 
score 89.) 

5. Surrey 

6. Wally Hammond (at Adelaide in 
1932.) 

7. Vs England (S. M. Gavaskar c Knott 
b Arnold 0, Birmingham, July 1974.) 

6. He became In 1979 the first visiting 
bowler to take 9 wickets in a Test 
innings in Australia. 

9. Archie Jackson. 


CHESS 

L ev ALBURTs fanatical passion 
for the Benko Gambit where 
black sacrifices the b-pawn for 
countaplaylBwell-kriown.Here . 
he usee an ancestral version—the 
Blumenleld C*C. A dashing 


QUB/GHESS/BfflNE 

miniature results—forToiiQr Miles 
is Obviously not conversant with 
70*year-old theory. 

White: Miles Vs Black: Alburt. 
Philadelphia.'91. 

1 d4 Nffi 2 c4 c5 3 dS a6 4 NI3 bS S de6 fM 
6 cbS Bb7 7 Bs7 3 s3 04). According 

to Alekhine, who wrote about this 
in '26 white should chuck in Bg5. 
Miles' alternative idea to develop 
the Q-slde fails because of a 
tactical trick. 

9 Bd3 dS 10 04) Qd6! 11 Rsl Nbd712 b3? 
Ng4l The crude threat of 13-R13 js 
combined with ideas like 13 Bc2 
Nde5 14Ne50e5 15gg4gc3 
winning a piece. 

13 h3 (See Diagram) Nf2l 14 Kt2 Bh4 
ISI^IRfSI 

White could not play 15 Kfl gh2 16 
Ne2Rf3t either. 

16 Qf3 Bsl 17 Bb2 RI8118 Bh7 Kh7 lOQhS 
KgS 20 Rsl 093 ! 21 Re2 d4! 22 ed4 B(3! 23 
Ne4 BS4 24 Rs4 R(2125 Qe8 Nif8 (0-1). 
Mate IS inevitable 

OavasBsiNi Diitta 



A FEW weeks ago I had 

presented a hand from the last 
Ruia Trophy Open Team 
championship in the last 
nationals, featuring a lead 
Jaggy Shivdasani of I he winning 
HCL team. I had gone on to say that 
it was the killing lead which left 
declarer with no chance. 
International Sukha Ranjan 
Ghosh, better known as 'Suku' a 
past Bhowanipore teammate from 
whom I had picked up quite a few 
tips in the early part of my bridge 
career, points out that there was 
an error in my analysis. This was 
the hand:** 


OMirNonh 


WEST 

• Kg4 
« AJ6J 

• JS 

• 10965 


NORTH (dummir) 

* e 

« K104 

* AKsrs 

* AK72 


EAST 

• A67S1 

» 5 

• QI092 

• QJ4 


south 

* aji02 
« Q9872 

» 64 

• 8J 


NORTH 

EAST 

SOUTH 

P pnokai 

Santanu 

Khare 


1 * 

PSM* 

OMp 

Put 

3*" 

4« 

AllPau 



* anilicial IS'tHCP 

*0.4pl« or mlamt in penalising 

“ LeOanslenlion showing soma values (3 4 pta | 


On the normal opening lead of a 
low spade to East's ace and a spade 
continuation. West's king is niifed 
oui. Now even if West correclly 
ducks the king ol hearts, declarer 
can and should make the hand by 
simply cashing t he minor suit 
winners, nilflnga club, cashing a 
spade and then ruillng the last 
spade, giving West Just two trump 
tricks. 

Jaggy correi't ly placing Soul h 
wiih some strength and length in 
spades lor his first -round pass and 
subsequent forward-going move 
and Norih wllh shortness, led the 
kf/igin order to protect the defence 
against the sort ol layout of the 
spade suit that actually existed. 1 
had said that after this lead 
declarer had no chance—he could 
not afford to rufi the spade 
continuation and ruffing would 
also not help. 

As pointed out Suku-da. 

declarer can still make the hand if 
he guesses to play West for 3-4-2-4 
distribution. He ruffs the set'ond 
spade, cashes all minor suit 
winners, rulfs a club, ruffs a spade, 
ruffs a club, (tills is where he has io 
guess to ruff the fourth club rather 
than the third diamond) and rufls 
his last spade, losing only Iwo 
hearts and a spade, guile right, as 
far as Itgoes.'but as Suku himself 
admits, this detracts only from niy 
incomplete analysis, not from 
Jaggy's brilliant lead. 












Despite a slow start to the year, don’t write off Ms.Graf. She’s 
changing her game, altering her attitude, and is getting ready to 

prove that her time is not over 



T he life and times of Stefll Graf is a short, short, strange story. She 
blew in, all blonde and leggy in 1986-87, dismissed Martina 
Navratilova and Chris Evert, won the Olympic gold and nine Grand 
Slam titles (Including the Grand Slam), was ruthlessly dominant till 
Seles grunted in. and now is over the hill, at the end of line, or whatever 
people call athletes in decline. All this tVould appear to>be nothing more than 

the ordinary circle that governs every athlete’s life. Except.she is Just 22 

years old. What better illustrates the madness, the unending precocity, of 
modem sport. 

That Graf will never dominate like before is quietly accepted. Not 
so absolute though, is the contention that she is washed out, even though 
her start to the year has been abysmally ordinary. 

A voluntary default from the Australian Open due to German measles, 
meant that Graf would play her first tournament In Chicago on 16 Febmary. 
She woh her first match 6-0,6-0 but two rounds later, Jana Novotna, whose 
attacking game has consistently unbalanced Graf, took her out in three sets. 

She won her next tournament at Boca Raton in March, but the signs were 
ominous—both Zina Garrison and Conchita Martinez taking her to three 
sets. 

Two weeks later, in Key Biscayne. she lost in the semifinals to Gabriela 
Sabatlni in three sets, again faltering after being up a set and a break. 

If Grafs results have ^en disappointing (for some an understatement) 
then there are reasons for it, beyond the obvious excuse that she is merely 
getting back Into gear. No, she is finally doing what everyone said she 
should—changing her game, altering her style. 

Tlie one dimensional, blg-forehand-and-nothlng-else Graf is being 
consigned to the dustbln-^raf is widening her pierspectlve of the game, 
experimenting during matches and thus, not rattled by the odd loss..”It‘s 
diftlcult to be at the top of my game right now," she says, “because I rm trying 
out so many things, llie more I do it. the happier I am, but there is still some 
way to go". 

^les, with her two ftsted, both-sided, battering game has fenced Graf, 
albeit after much pressure, to start afresh. Long-time coach Pavel Slozil was 
the first casualty, and his replsu^ment, Swiss Heinz Gunthardt. has swiftly 
moved her in the right direction—towards more tactically aggressive tennis, 
whether it be mixing up her shots or finding a new comfort at the net. 

Grafs assets are her natural speed emd athleticism, but more importantty 
a fine competitive urge and ability to apply herself completety. As he put it. “I 
Just feel there is so much more to come ^m my game ancH would be stupid if 
I didn’t try to use It". 

So, at 22. a legend (and she is already that) has been forced to rediscover 
herself and her game. Seles may well t^e Paris on clay, but at Wimbledon on 
grass, the leggy blonde from Bruhl, may be ready to kickstart her serand 
career. 

RablfBiibMMi 












(Left): The colourful 
•core-board reflects 
Pakistan’s score and 
England's task—after scoring 
70 In the first 25 ovars who 
thought they could get to 249? 
Not England for sure 



(Below): That’s it. The last 
wicket has fallen. Richard 
Illingworth has been caught by 
Rameez Raja off the bowling of 
Imran Khan and It’s all over 











PHOTO FEATURE 
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(Top): Pakistan celebrate 
the fall of yet another 
English wicket—this, 
was teamwork at Its very 
best 



(Right): Calm and relaxed 
Is the attitude. But both 
Imran Khan and Graham 
Gooch must be Inwardly 
tense as they wait for the 
tosaloMie place. 


I and Imran 
to bat 






from me England camp 
waa lad by Allan Lamb 


waa lad by Allan I 
(lefllandNaH 
Fairbromar—one 


r— once they 


gone,ao waa 
England 


(Below): Darmot Itoava’a 
kit bag ahowa that ha 


cleariywiahaatoba 
alaawfMia. Uka on a 
beach on a aunny day 
with hia daughter. That 
couM have bean more 
tranquil than facing an 
inapirad Paklatan team In 
the final 







(Below): A parachutist 
lands on the smooth 
green turf of the 
Melbourne Cricket 
Ground during the 
Impressive opening 
ceremony 


# 







A fM«t for the 
•yes: Dancers perform 
before the start of the 
final and (below) holding 
the Indian flag 






South African captain 
Kapler Waaaala receiving 
a maaa^ before the 
semi final agalnet 
England, but nothing can 


LlA'iLL'i 11rr 


tension 
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(Below): A disappointed 
South African team, 
robbed by the rain, goes 
for a lap of honour 
around the MC(3—the 
world will remember not 
Just their skill, but their 
courage 
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(Abov«):Hop*and 
tanalon. touth African* 
in ttw balcony of thair 
draaaing room during tha 
laatatagaaofth* 
run<chaaaagainat 
England, and momanta 
bafora rain mad* It a fare* 
ofaaami final 


fljifn: Tha graat MUm 
Pfoeur (aaoond from 
MO and England 
manager Mlcliay Staivart 
(axframa right) with 
offldalaonthaflaid 
dhi^aali^ tha likaly 
affect that rain now had 
on tha match. Navar 
baforahaaaueha 
wondarftil match andad 
aoenMIy 









■personality 


L eroy 

BURRELL has a 
diamond stud in 
his left car ib 
blind in one eye and with 
one exception runs 
faster than any man on 
eaith riiis summer at 
Barcelona Burrell will 
be the challenger his 
c oiiip<ilnot anci fnend 
f arl Ia*wis most fears as 
the c luimpion goes lor a 
third c onscc utive gold 
medal in the men s 100 
metics 

At the 1991 World 
C hampionshlps in 


Tokyo after a season of 
supremacy. Burrell was 
pushed into second 
place by Lewis in what 
has been dubbed the 
fastest rac e of all time. 
the first four runners all 
c losed the line in under 
10 seconds It was two 
months prior to that in 
June that Burrell set a 
world record at the US 
Championships with a 
timing of 9 9 seconds In 
Tokyo, Lewis hit the tape 
in 9 86 seconds A 
certain Ben Johnson 
years bac k had recorded 


— 

TMA 


9 79 seconds, but that 
was courtesy stano^olol 
the anabolic steroid 
Burrell is the first to 
have emerged sinc:e the 
Johnson saga, and has 
the added burden of 
helping to restore 
prestige to arguably the 
most important event In 
athletics 


Leroy Burrell was 
brought UQin 
Lansdowne. a suburb of 
Philadelphia He was 
bom myopic and is 













URVIVOR 


partially blind In his 
right eye. a disability 
which ruined his first 
ambition: to become a 
baseball star. Like 
millions of young 
American boys he 
wanted to play ball at 
high school, but he could 
not catch one. 

The ball would hit him. 
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But the coach noticed 
how fast he ran the 
bases, and suggested 
Burrell switch to the 
track. 

The rest is history, but 
his first chapter was not 
a happy one as he fell 
four strides into his first 
race. In the sei-ond. 
Burrell was disqualified 
in the relay. But after 
this setback he began to 
learn his way round the 
track, winning meetings 
for his school 
single-handedly. 

It was at this point oi 
time that the 
cohiparlsons with Lewis 
started: both grew up in 
Pennsylvania - they 
lived just 20 miles 
apart—botli won 
multiple titles at state 
championships, and 
both went for the same 
course at the University 
of Houston, where they 
are still coached ty Tom 
Tellez. And now both 
men have founded their 
own Joint sports fashion 
house. Modem Men 
Incorporated. 

Burell's greatest 
advantage over his 
rivals, who Include 
European champion 
Linford Christie, is the 
uncanny speed of his 
reactions. Coupled with 
an ability to keep the 
body relaxed at times of 
great stress—for 
instance, the start— 
when the tension can 
distort and unbalance 
the runner. Burrell 
appears to have an 

BurMrsallsotto 
biaat off from the Mock 
IntheltMm 

■t the Tokyo World 

Chemplonehipe 


extraordinary Intutlon 
about when the starter's 
gun is going to fire. It 
took him just 0.117 
seconds to respond to 
the signal when he set a 
world record—the 
fastest electronically 
recorded start. 

The physical 
.sensation ol accelerating 
off Ihe blocks with a 
speed of around 22 miles 
per hour, has been 
described by Burrell as. 
"TTie first 80 metres is a 
blank, as If someone has 
pressed a button and put 
the whole of my life on 
fast forward." 

■Running’s the ea.sy 
bit'. Burrell has .said, 
admitting that he lound 
«thc responsibility of 
being world re< ord 
holder a dauntingune 
"People who pass you in 
the street know who you 
are. Dignitaries want you 
to write leilers to Ihem. 
The press want you all 
the time. At the same 
time I have to continue to 
compete well. I'm a 
survivor and I can adapt ’ 

In the race in Tokyo, in 
a classic encounter 
between a hero and his 
understudy. Lewis 
ended Burrell's winning 
streak. The older man is 
the more efficient in 
terms of running style, 
but Burrell can keep up 
with him because he is 
stronger. 

When th^ meet in 
Barcelona, this summer, 
the hero will be 31 and 
his protege will Just be 
25. Only time (pun 
intend^) can now 
decide the eventual 
victor. 


...and I can 
adapt’, says 
Leroy Burrell 
who has 
emerged from 
the shadows 
of Carl Lewis 
and Co. and 
has carved 
a niche for 
himself 
in the world 
of athletics. 
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THE 

FREEDOM 
TO CREATE 


T«ico More thon 35,000 people piercing their woy 
through the improbobie A force that has taken on the 
momentum of o movement. A movement fired by the 
freedom to treate. A freedom best seen in out master 
craftsmen at Telco. Men whose only responsibility is to 
reolise the genius in their bonds. Becpuse we know that 


It IS only when people ore given the freedom to go by 
their gut thot reel progress ciin<be mode. Reel progtess 
thot took the form of Indio's first pick-up tieck* Reid 
progressihot will come in the form of v^tles with efeel 
officioncy cemperehle to the hdst fn the 
progress thtf Is nbf 4 modiiiKHii I mmim 

"•.V J <i jCjhf ♦"t.SiJElkiJ&h 
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DIFFERENT STROKES 


S OCCER violence is on the rise and guess 
who’s unduly wn>rried? His Holiness Pope 
John Paul II. that's who. The Pope is 
backing for plans for a 'Peace and Friendship 
Day' at the Italian football grounds. 

The reason behind the Pope's move is pretty 
simple: He Is worried about the rise in violence 
at Italian games and met organisers in this 
connection in St. Peter’s Square. The Pope is 
pretty Justlfled In his tireless endeavours to 
abolish crowd violence: Soccer crowd trouble 
cost organisers £3 million last year in damage 
and extra police costs. 





It (miy soccer was plavMi with an etomant of 
apiritualism then footballers would |^y like 
nuns(seepicture).Buts)ncethey(lon’tplaythe- 
game that way, the Pope (inset) has taken it upon 

his holy shoulders to inatii an atmosplMre m 
peace In the Italian soccer circuit 






Y OUddlnltely 
can't touch 
thisIJustln 
case most (rf'you 
thought that rap star 
MC Hammer was an 
onstage performer, 
you're wrong. He 
plays the ponies as 
well and is making 
quite a packet 
pursuing his love for 
horses. 

Our fHend Hammer 
has got himself a 
3-year-old colt aptly 
called ‘Dance Floor* 
Thanks to our fleet 
footed friend. 

Hammer happened to 
have a better day at 
Gulfstream Fark than 
he did at the cashier’s 
window. 



MC Hamnwr atnits his stuff at ths Simple Truth concsrt. Muste can taka a 
backseat, he's making money at the races 
Dance Flopr, Hammer and his day. Hecleailywasa 

second toTlech&blogy ■'■*“ family. Hammer, big hit and even a fan, 

in the $500,000 thoroughbred racings Myra Solomon 

Florida Derby, won . newest star, dressed admitted that even 

the $95,000and fashionably in a though she couldn't 

brought pride for blazing red suit for the understand what he 

Daktown Stables, occasion and happily says, “I like his 

which is owned signed autographs all music." 


MUCH 
HAIR DO 
AIR)LT 
XOTHINC; 


T he next time 
you happen to 
sight Chris 
Evert—Aough the 
chances are pretty 
remote—don't do a • 
douUetaketfyou 
hanientohave 
prbblems recognising 
her. The &ct is that 
Chrissle has gone and 
clKqppedoffhef* 
fiunous party tail. 

Mrs. Evert Mill 
agreed to do this finr a 
multl'nilllkMi dollar 
flvctyear contract 



Cti rt alvatt O ac illi cI ngh a r ponylaHforatnWIIon plus 


with a beauty 
compatty called 
Matrix E^ssenttals. 
“They took one look at 
my hair and said: *We 
can'thavea 
sophisticated lady 
with a ponytail.* said 
Evert, quoting the 
contract. “So off it 
came.” she went on to 
add "And that was 
that I realty like nty 
new hair thou^.” 
Hubby Andy Mill 1* 
not very happy with 
the move thoi^. His 
reason?” He Just loved 
ntypoitytall,” 
admltl^ Chris. "Now 
his hair is longer than 
mine sohecangrow 
one (tfhts own if he 
Ukes them so much." 
she concluded 
stubbomty. 





MOHAE^H^ 

REVERSALOF 

HKIIINE 


BYROHITBRUNATH 


W HATEVER God was 
thinking; about when 
he created tennis 
players, it turned out, 
as usual, perfectly. It would seem 
that in his scheme of things, 
compensation, was to be the key 
issue: what it means is that, in all 
fairness, he would not endow any 
particular player with eveiything. 
Where there were fjilis to be 
bestowed, so loo there must be 
flaws. 

And it was up to the player to 
balance the two. (Some managed, 
some didn’t). 

So John McEnroe was given 
shotmaking genius, but also an 
unruly temperament; Ivan Lendl 
was denied natural skills, but 
given an admirable woric ethic; 
Hons Bec'kerwas given magic, yet 
also a soulful, distractlve mind. 
And then, came Michael Chang. He 
was made short at S'B" and he was 
made frail, but God compensated 
for this by giving him wings on his 
feet and a computer chip as a 
brain. And one thing's for sure, 
Michael De Pei Chang has not 
spumed his glfls. No one is 
quicker or smarter on a tennis 
court than him and moreso it's 
Anally paying oil. 

When this year began, and quiet 
debates started on which young 
player would be most likely to 
dominate the season, Michael 
Chang’s name was at the bottom of 
the list. Everyone talked of Jim 
Courier and Pete Sampras and 
Goran Ivanisevic, but rarely 
Chang. And there were good, 
rational rea.sons for this, as ever 
since the impassive, young 
Oriental won the French Open in 
1989 when Just 17 years old. 
nothing has gone right. 

A hip injury in late 1989 
effectively curtailed his career for 
months, and through 1990-91 he 
would win only one tournament 
each year, his ranking gradually 
plummeting from an all-time high 
of No.5 in 1989 to a reewd low of 
No. ISinend 1991. 

The problem, of course, was 
disarmingly simple; the diminutive 
Chang was a misfit in an era where 
muscle power was the primary 
requi% for success. The 
equation was all too plain: 


winning necessitated both a huge 
serve and, at least, one lethal 
stroke (be it forehand or backhand) 
and since Chang had neither, he 
was quickly dismissed as a 
no-hoper, a player whose skills 
may have been more suited to an 
earlier generation. 

All this wisdom and wonderful 
truths now make little sense, for 
how does one explain Chang's 
rocketing rise to No. 6virtue of 
winning three tournaments this 
year—more than any other player. 


He is, quite simply, the hottest, 
wlrmingest, most in-form player on 
the tour. 

Chang’s reversal of fortune, his 
ability to not only survive, but 
succeed, despite his limitations, 
can be traced back to something he 
did, and said, at last year’s French 
Open. Beaten by Becker in three 
decisive sets, he astonished 
everyone by actually playing serve 
and voll^ on a few points, 
something hardly expected from a 
clay court, baseltoe bore. Never 
verbose, in fact 
frequently 
contemplative, in 
the post-match 
interview he 
would give only a 
subtle hint 
of what 
transition his 
game was going 
through: ’Tm Idnd 
of training ahead, 
looking to 
best jrears. I've 
had to change my 
mentality—I 
knowjrou have to 
have an 
aggressive 
attitude out there”. 


n 

I • j 

■MaHnl 


\' wintiini:;' tliiXM' 
loui nanuMils this 
yc'ar tnarc* lhaa 
aa\'ana I'lsc' Uu' 

(1 1 nil I HI 1 1 \ n 
()ri('ntal has 
[)i‘()\ n(i t liat lu‘ nan 
sui'\'i\ (' and 
sucennd in t li is ni'a 
()!' pow (‘f Inn n is 

















Whatever God was 
thinking about when he 
created tennis players, it 
turned out, as usual, 
perfectly. It would seem, 
that in his scheme of 
things, compensation 
would be the key issue: 
what it means, is that in all 
fairness, he would not 
endow any player with 
everything. Where there 
were gifts to be 
bestowed, so too there 
must be flavrs 
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Chang's experimentation with a 
new style—whether hitting the ball 
flatter or attacking the net more 
frequently—meant he would 
Initially lose matches, but sensibty 
he was looking at long term goals. 
Having been coached 1^ Jose 
Hlguerasand then Brian Gottfried, 
it was Australian niil Dent who 
realty be^in transforming Chang.. 
and his message was clear: don't 
Just rely on your natural 
strengths—speed and precise 
passes—but create new ones. Add 
that extra dimension to become an 
all-round, all-court player. 

Dent has tdnce left and Chang's 
elder brother Carl has assumed 


mM 










the role oi full time coach But the 
stratefty has not chanited. 

The choice of Carl as coach may 
have been odd, for his credentials 
be^n and end with playinf; college 
tennis. Yet. he appears to 
understand both the game and his 
brother's ability to adapt, 
something best Illustrated by an 
Incident during America's Davis 
Cup semi final against Austria in 
late 1990. With the tie at 2-2, 
Chang found himself playing the 


deciding match against Horst 
SkolT, who, buoyed ly a rabid 
Viennese crowd, stormed to a two 
sets to love lead Chang, tenacious 
as ever, then scraped tluough the 
third set 6-4 and with time running 
out, the final two sets were deferred 
to the next day, Monday. In the 
middle of that night, Michael called 
his brother Cart at Berkeley, 
California, who instructed him to 
move wide into the alley, and kick 
his serve wide on the ad court to 


SkofTs backhand. Junior Chang 
did exactly that, and Skoff, startled 
by this constant attack on his 
brittle backhand, disintegrated 
and lost the last two sets 4-6,3-6. 

Further evidence that the Chang 
team is constantly thinking, 
planning, and managing to exploit 
the game to every possible 
advantage, came again at Kqr , 
Biscayne last fortnight, where 
Michael unsettled his opponents. 
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again subtly, varying his service 
speed all the way from ^ mph to 
112 mph, thus never allowing 
them any stroke rhythm. 

Chang’s last two tournament 
wins, at Indian Wells and Key 
Ulsrayne. gain even more credence 
when you note some of the talent 
he brusquely dealt with: Richard 
Krajicek, Andrei Chesnokov. Marc 
Rosset. Pete Sampras, Jim Courier 
andAltertoManclni. Unlike 
Chang, most of them carry 


powerful serves, but here again we 
see that compensation, for 
Changf s returning prowess is 
incredible. So much so, that on the 
ATP's MatchFacts statistical 
listings this year, Chang at 
present. Is second In three 
categories—^points won returning 
first serves (39%); points won 
returning second serves (58%): 
and return games won (41%). 

Last year. Jim Courier won 
Indian Wells and Key Biscayne and 




There is obviously much 
more to Michael Chang 
than anyone knew. 
Perhaps it is that Oriental 
inscrutability. Whatever, 
Michael's not telling. He's 
just doing. And, most 
importantly, proving that 
the name of the game is 
not only power 


then went on to win the French 
Open; question is, can Chang hold 
his form and confidence and 
translate it into another Grand 
Slam title? Clay surprisingly may 
not be his favourite surface 
anymore, for hardcourts (on which 
he has won all his three titles this 
year) adds that extra, necessaiy 
speed to his serve and 
groundstrokes. Nevertheless, he 
has moved back from pretender to 
contender and left an army of 
critics totally confused by his 
sudden resurgence. 

There Is obviously much more to 
Michael Chang than anyone knew. 
Perhaps it is that Orlenlal 
Inscrutability. Whatever, 

Michael's not telling. He's Just 
doing. And most importantly, 
proving that the name of the game 
is not only power. • 
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. WAQAR YOUNIS . 


T HEcaieerof 
WaqarVounls 
licb In the 
balance The 
problem is simple it he 
returns too soon from his 
back injury, his c rlcket 
career will be ruined 
I feel well qualified to 
comment on this 
subjtet I am not Just a 
cricket Journalist, but 


also a practising member 
of the medical 
profession Waqansone 
of many contemporary 
cricketers to suifer from 
this problem and he 


must learn from the 
experiences of others 
The case of Ian Bishop 
Is particularly relevant 
for young Waqar At the 
age of 23. Bishop, the 



If Pakistan’s fast bowling 
sensation returns to cricket 
without letting his iniuiy heal, 
the result may^ fatd-Jie may 
never play agam 


West Indian equivalent 
of Waqar, fell victim to 
back pains on tour in 
Pakistan The cause, 
primarily, was tcx> much 
cricket The injury, like 
Waqar's flared up in 
December Bishop then 
rested until July when 
he began to bowl in 
En^and (although not 
on the West Indies tour 











there). In October and 
November, Bishop 
played several one-day 
internationals in 
Shaijah and Pakistan. 

The result was fatal. 
Bishop's injuries had 
never fully healed—a 
doctor rannof tell from 
an x-ray and. by bowling 
again before his back 
was ready, he made his 
injuries more serious 
than ever. Without 
surgciy he fares no 
future whatsoever; he 
has been told to ehange 
his bowling action but 
that would destroy what 
made him so uniquely 
dangerous. He will lose 
both puce and swing. 

Bnice Reid has had 
similar problems. After 
two years away from 
international cricket he 
has returned and. 
despite an inferior 
bowling action, had 
destroyed the Indian and 
English batting on one 
occasion each. All very 
well, but when it really 
mattered last year in the 
West Indies. Reid was no 
longer able to bowl 
menacingly; his new 
action just didn't work 
under pressure. 

England's Chris Lewis 
was luclqr with his stress 
fracture of the back. As 
soon as he felt pain early 
in 1991 he stopped 
bowling and rested and 
within six months was 
ready to bowl again. But 
Lewis was intelligent 
enough to start gently, to 
stop when he felt pain 
and above all, not to 
over-exert himself too 
soon. Others. like Ian 
Bishop. Bruce Reid and 
England’s Richard 
EUcock tried too much 
too soon and they will 
regret that for as long as 
they live. 

you may ask. adiat 
win Waqar himself 
experience? I despaired 


when I read that a doctor, 
who evidently doe.sn’t 
fully understand the 
mechanics of fast 
bowling, suggested that 
by Improving his 
stomach muscles Waqar 
will soon be ready to bowl 
flat out. I'hls is, at the 
very least, dangerous 
rubbish. Absolute 
nonsensel Waqar is 
human like Reid, like 
Bishop and like EUcock. 
There isonly one way to 
avoid surgery—complete 
rest. Depending on the 
severity of the Injuiy It 
might take four months, 
it might take a year. But 
there is no short cut, no 
miracle. The time is not 
wasted, it is 
invested—invested in a 
lengthy career. 

own personal 
opinion is that Waqar 


shouldn't even try to 
make the England tour. 

It would put him—and 
his back—under 
unnecessary strain and 
endanger his health. 
Perhaps he would do well 
there but he would risk 
making his injury worse. 
Remember at just 20 
years of age, he should 
be able to tour there two 
or three more times 
anyway. And there are 
far more important 
series coming up in 
1993—to South Africa 
and the West Indies. If 
his injuiy flares up in 
England he could miss 
those vital tours 
altogether. 

Yes. Pakistan could 
use a fit Waqar Younis in 
England but his loss is 
not the end of the 
world—England don't 


have a Waqar eltho'l 
Waslm Akram, Aaqlb 
Javed and Salim Jalfer 
backed up a 

leg-spinner, Mushtaq 
Mohammed or even 
Imran Khan provide an 
attack at least as good as 
England's. And the 
selectors must not leave 
a door open for Waqar to 
join the tour of England 
half-way through-^e 
would probably 
aggravate the injuiy by 
tiying too hard to be 
ready. 

Tlie other nighimnre 
scenario is ol Waqar 
being called up near the 
end of the senes to try to 
save a losing team. I can 
picture it now a grand 
return in August at Tlie 
Oval, his home ground, 
ior the Fifth Test. It might 
even be successful but 
the damage would only 
lie known months later. 
Iliey have to think of the 
long-term 

implications—a poor 
series in England would 
be worthwhile if it 
allowed Waqar to regain 
his fitness for the other 
fifteen Test series this 
decade. A small price to 
pay. 

When Waqar does 
bowl again, whether or 
not he is fully recovered, 
he will feel pain in his 
back. That is the fiendish 
thing about this 
injury—x-rays don't tell 
you whether or not 
you're ready and neither 
does your pain. Because 
ofthls. the sensible , 
player will risk resting for 
too long (which Just 
causes boredom and 
frustration) rather than 
returning too early 
(which destroys his 
career). Having said that, 
cricketers don't in 
general take enough 
notice of pain. Pain Is the 
body's way of sajdng that 
it is Injur^ (or about to 
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be) and persistent pain is 
a good reason to take a 
break. Imran Khan tried 
to ignore It and 
punished by losing two 
years of his career. 
Wasim Akram tried to 
ignore it and 
consequently now 
carries a chronic groin 
injury which makes him 
miss half of his matches. 
The le.sson is 
clear—^nobody is above 
nature's law so when 
your body tells you to 
stop you should stop! 

The next problem is 
this: how can Waqar. 
after his retunj, prevent 
a recurrence of his 
problem? From nowon 
the answer is simple 
Waqar must be 
ruthlessly selflsh with 
his health. Every twelve 
months, Waqar must 
budget to play 50 days of 
ftrsl-class cricket 
(including Tests) and 15 
days of one-day cricket. 


County cricket In 
England would, now that 
two fast bowlers can't 
alternate at each county, 
be just too demanding 
for a man with a full 
winter schedule. So too 
would domestic cricket 
in Pakistan where dead 
wickets would cause 


Waqar “to bend his 
back”. And if Waqar 
bends his back as we 
have seen, he breaks iti 
In conclusion. I would, 
as a doctor, like to say 
five things to Waqar 
Younls. Firstly, t^e a 
nice long break from 
cricket. Further your 



My own personal 
opinion is that 
Waqar shouldn’t 
even try to make 
the England tour. 
It would put 
him and his 
back under 
unnecessary 
strain and 
endanger his 
health 


education or travel—do i 
wha^you want but forget 
about cricket and let 
your back heal. 

Secondly, don't feel 
obliged to rush back too 
soon If Pakistan aren't 
winning. It Isn't worth It. 
Thirdly when you do 
come back do it slovdy 
and • 

graduall}^—preferably, 
like Imran, on helpful 
wickets in Australia or 
South Africa. Fourthly, 
stop playing too much 
cricket. Ask Surrey to 
release you and stop 
playing Irrelevant cricket 
on harmful dead wickets 
In Pakistan. Finally, take 
It easy! You have fifteen 
years of cricket ahead of 
you If. like Hadlee, you 
pace yourself and avoid 
unnecessary effort. 

Don't wreck your career 
by trying too much too 
soon. 

DsvMFWtowb 

Couftosy The Cndwter, Pakistan 



Goarywhm.Anytime. WthBadeMK. Wiettieryou 
sretakktgaaeepwMngmountainfoadoriifmg 
damaN^^orjuawem/ingyarwaythrou^t^ 
tr^-youannfyoniheBiideMXfangeoftwo 
wheeterbaaeries-GeancItosuitaiyMov^ieeler 
v^Meonhdantoads. 

Eveiybattoyktdteemtsh/eExideMXfangeisa^ 
manelofpackagedpower, w^spedifydtsigned 
feaamthatensuKopdnmperlimaKtkx^^ 
andnliabaiiyunderankKUsaxvMtiom. Bender 
srmve, revuporMBe-dKteBnospibgeand, whats 
mote, BisteafykM/onaakten a tK e 
ThstedByaBOB/bandrideisatke. 

SogopbceswUhEddekBC 
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ANSWERS 


1. M.A.K.PatBudllo8ta8manyas 19 Testa (or India. 

2. Never 

3. Jim laker, hla membership was later restored. 

4. Clyde Walcott. 

5. Yes, he dismissed Colin Cowdrey of England at 
Kanpur In 1963-64. 

6. Don Bradman in the Leeds Test of 1930 
aralnst England. 

7. The Trophy awarded to the best Olympic boxer. 

8. Badminton. 

9. Herb Elliot. 

10. Valerie Brtsco-Hooks (1984). 

11. For ‘not giving of his best'. He was finally 
awarded hla silver medal in 1981. 

12. Philip Noel-Baker (Britain); he won a silver In the 
1SOO m. in 1920 and was awarded the Nobel Peace 
Prize In 1959. 

ll Vladimir Salnikov who did it in 14:58.27 sec in the 
Moscow Olympics. 

14. Ezzard Charles against whom Marciano had to 
fight 15 rounds in the titie bout on June 17,1954. 

15. Judo. 





waHOWgROyCHOWPHUWY 


H i provided an elegant touch to 
a batUngUneup that waa all 
cut and thrust. While Fredericks, 
Greenidge, Uoyd, Richards and 
Rowe batUNl as If to hit the cover off 
the ball. Alvin Isaac Kalllcharran 
seemed to caress the ball away 
from the fielders with his silken 
touch. The artistic left-hander was 
an fmportant member of the all 
conquering West Indies team of the 
Seventies as his 66 Test caps, 4399 
runs and 12 hundreds will convey. 
In Madms last week, to visit his 



Aivin 

Kallichanin 
during a visit 
to Calcutta 





i 


NUMBERS 


Forty-three-yeaff-old Alvin Kallicharran defies age and still plays 
cricket in England. Recently, on a visit to India, he spoke about his 
life away from cricket, the sojourn in South Africa, and of his times as 
one of the world’s most elegant batsmen 





adopted mother emmtiy, mpayhis 
reapecta&theSatbaba, and to 
/day three duulfygamea at Thand 
BaimdaandSllchar. ’Ttallt" talked, 
to Sp(»tsworId about vtuioua 
aapxta of the game. 

SrOVTSWORUh b tiw PWPOM 

of your cunvfit vWt to kidtaT 
ALVIN KALUCHARRAN. Well. I 
love coming back to my adopted 
home coimtiy and that is precisely 
what India is My ancestors hailed 
from here. Also, I amadevotee of 
Salbaba ever since 1 first met him in 
1979 and so will be going to 
Puttapoarthl to meet him. So when 
my good filend, Bharath Reddy 
(the former Indian wicket keeper) 
invited me to come to India to play 
some charity games, I seized the 
opportunity 1 was actualty playing 
cricket in Kuala Lumpur when 
Bharath came over to invite me and 
herelam. 

Are you still In touch with tha flama? 

Well, 1 maybe 43butthenvdiat is 
age? Age is Just numbers. 1 stfll love 
the game and play cricket regularly 
in the LancasMre league in 
Bn^and. And 1 certal^ keep in 
touch with what is happenli^ in 
the ^une around the world. 

As one who lad the rabal Watt indiM 
tour to South AlHca In the Ughdasr 
you nuMt have bean familiar with 
South AfHcan erkkat durbis thair 
parlodef Isolation. DM you aspect 
such a good showbis horn them tai the 
WMdCup? 



Certainty. I wasn't surprised at all. 
In fact, thty did better than I 
expected by reaching the 
semi-finals Twice, I played with 
the West Indian tourists and five 
seasons playing provincial crideet 
forlYansvaal and Orange Free 
State I played alongside Graeme 
Pollock, Rice, Cook. Barry 
Richards. Proctor and Kirsten and 
found their cricketing ability to be 
phenomenal 

DM you aspect them to be bick so 
suddenly kt International cricket 
after their prolenged period of 
IsolationT 


Alwayaatevourna with dm crowd 




Kallleharan: a moat elegant 
MMiandar 

During the time I was there, it was 
obvious that the administrators 
were working very hard to bring 
about multi-racial sport in the 
country and I knew It would be a 
matter of time before their period of 
isolation came to an end The 
return came about earlier than I 
thought, however. For even though 
die right steps were being taken 
there, with the International 
Cricket Conference one realty does 
not know what they are up to 

Do you have any regrets about 
partictyating ki the two rtbol tours? 

Not at all In foct, I like to think that 
the rebel tours probably helped 
promote the game in South Africa 
during their period of isolation. 
When the locals saw the black 
people beat the white people in the 
matches, the blacks over there 
were probably encouraged Yes, it 
did hurt when people back home 
accused us of taking “blood 
mone 3 r'' But iry conscience is clear 
in terms of itty profession In life 
you can't win everything. I mean I 
gaveupalottoo At31or32. Iwas 
probabty at the peak of my career 
adien nay official cricketing career 
came to an md 

Hie West hugan turn Is currently 
going through a period of transRlQn. 
How long do you think the lebuHdbis 
piooeu will last? 

Every team goes throu^ this 
transition period, the up and down 










Clowning with Sachin Tonduikar 
ona roeontvialt to India 


phase The Caribbeans obviously 
have found it dilDrult to replace 
players like Greenidge Richards, 
Dujon and Marshall all of whom 
have leA the sc ene In quick 
succession over the past year or so 
1 feel the bowling will still pull the 
side through but the batting Is a 
problem About the only lad with a 
future is Brian Lara He has a lot of 
potential and I predict that he will 
be the future king of West Indian 
batting like your Sachin Tendulkar 
will be the king of Indian batting 
Here, one must say that Richards 
should have been selected for the 
World Cup He would have been an 
asset 

you war* iMit of the squad when the 
West hKHan cricketing powan wore at 
Its acnith. Can It be that Clive 
Lloyd had an easy task in leading the 
side during that periodT 
There can be no two opinions about 
that Itwasnotatalldlillcultto 
lead that side and Llc^d had his Job 
made easy He had the batsmen to 
run up big scores and the fapt 
bowlers to run through a side 
There was little he had to do as 
captain 

What m emorie s do you have of youf 
two toun to India? 

Mostly happy memories I reckon 
the best of my Test hundreds was 
the 124 at Bangalore in 1974 on a 
wet wicket and against Prasanna, 
Chandra and Venkat Hienthe 
highest score of my Test career, 

187, was made at Bombay In 1978 
I enjoyed a good rapport with the 
fans in India And playing the four 
top splnnens was always a 
challenge Obviously, these were 
bowlers you did not want to face 
everyday Bishen with his 
enormous variety, Prasanna with 
his accuracy and spin, Venkat who 
kept a nagging length all the time 
and Chandra who was a very 
awkward customer In a way, 
facing them was like facing four 
West Indian fast bowlers It was an 
equally dlfllcult task either way 
Overall, in fact, 1 would place 
ChiLpdra as the most dlfllcult spin I 
bot^ I encountered I 




Whet about the best fast bowlen you 
faced? 

“Thommo" (JelTThomson) was 
easily the fastest and most lethal 
bowler I faced It was an awkward 
propositlcmtofacehlm Then there 
was Ullee and Snow and I would 
also put Richard Hadlee in that 
bracket 

What is your epinipn on neutral 
umpires? 

I think, they are a must for the 
game Iftheycanbedepiqymiln 
rugby, foottell and other games, 
why not in cricket too? I think it 
would really woric 






HE current, healthy 
debate about how the 
men’s game can and and 
should best reverse Its 
trend towards boring, 
ultra*powerful. qulck-polnt. 
one-d^ensional tennis has 
alrea<fy produced Its first blunder * 
The intematlonal Tennit 
Federation Rules of Teiuils 
Committee recently recommended 


The recent suggestion 


that the let rule in 


tennis be abolished, to 


make the game more 


free-flowing, is 


absolutely ridiculous 


which has stood the test of time so 
fairly and efficient^ 

What follows are the major 
arguments and rebuttals used In 
debating the abolition of the 
service let rule 

ARGUMENT 1 


to the Crarunlttee of Management 
that the let rule on serves be 
abolished, effiecttve January 1. 
1993 Ifthe Committee of 
, Management accepts this 
Ill-advised propos^, It will be 
placed before fTP Annual 
General Meetlr^ in September, 
where it wUl need a two-thirds 
majority to become a new rule, 

eliminate the service let rule 


Tennis should be speeded up 
because there Is alrea(^ too much 
“non-playing" time between points 
and during changeovers. 
Arguments between players and 
oflBdals further delay ph^, A 
greater percentage of “playing" 
time to actual total court time 
would be nunc entertaining to fans 
and fialrer to competitors. Thus, 
eliminating the re-playing of 
service lets Is one means to achieve 
this desirable end 

REBUTTAL1HH1 


Both actual survey s—such as 
the one taken during the 1982U,S 
Open that revealed there were onfy 
1.83 let serves per hour of 
















play>-«ind empirical estimation 
Indicate that service lets simply do 
not occur that often Therefore, Ifs 
fair to conclude that eliminating 
the service let would have little 
appreciable eflect in speeding up 
tennis The best way to speed up 
tennis is to enforce (and even 
reduce) the present time limits 
between points, during 
changeovers and whenever 
arguments and other delays 
threaten to violate the “play must 
be continuous rule 

■■ARGUMENT 2HBi 


Since the proposed rule change 
presumably would neither favour 
the server or.the receiver—a 
marginally relevant and arguable 
point anyway—then why not make 
this rule change 

■■I REBUTTAL 8 ■■■ 


rhe correct argument is not "why 
not make this (or any) rule change 
but rather “why 'As one who has 
practiced with the proposed rule 
change against a variety of 
opponents’serves differing nets 
and tensions, and difterent 
surfaces, I can attest that the 
benenclarles of the rule change 
would be the mediocre server and 
the mediocre receiver 

Why ? How? The two criteria for 
evaluating a serve are 
quality—power, depth, accuracy, 
eflective spins and varelty—and 
consistency Allowing the flukish 
rebounds-^Us that dribble 
meekly over the net. pop straight 
up or carrom erratically after 
hitting the top of the net—of service 
lets would diminish quality as well 
as inadvertently and wronj^ 
increase consistency. 

Further, by diminishing the 
serve (and penalising the excellent 
server), the considered rule change 
would de-emphasize the 
Importance of a sound and 
effective return of serve and thus 
further encourage mediocrity. 

Watching Jimmy Coimors 
pound back Boris Becker's bullet 
serve excites and awes me. 
Watching Cosuiors deal with a 
legallrwd let seicve that dribbles 
meekly ove the net or pops 
straightup '-carromserratically j 








most definitely does not. And on a 
set or match point? Heavens, not 

— ^nnuMfUTi— 

Since service lets are often 
unpredictable and even bizarre, 
legalising this element of luck 
would add spice to the sport 

—REBUTTAL 3— 

Tournament tennis is a 
wonderful test of skill and will. The 
present rules—with the possible 
exception of allowing certain 
super-powerful rackets—offer a 
fair test of superiority, a sine qua 
non of any athletic competition 
The odds are excellent diat ttie 
mc»e skillful and strong-willed 
player will eventually prevail. 

lhat is not to say. luck plays no 
role either. Netcoras, mis-hlts. bad 
bounces, bad line calls tmd bad 
weather can all make things rather 
Interesting without matertedty 
(accept rarely) affecting the 
outcome 

However, any rule change as 
drastic as abolishing the service let 
would clearly debase the game’s 
intent, boiuty, quality aiS 
fairness. 

—ARGUMENT4B— 

Since play continues ader net 
cords (when the ball ticks the top of 


I the net and then lands in the court) 
durirtgthe point, why not continue 
play after service lets that start the 
point? What is the difference 
anyway? 

Here, a baseball analogy and a 
Ralph Waldo Emerson maxim are 
appropriate to sort things out “A 
foolish consistency is the 
hobglobln of little minds... 
Emerson wrote The baseball 
analogy is the foul ball, an integral 
part of the duel between the pi^er 
and batter An unplayable (not 
caught on the fly) fold ball counts 
for the first two strikes, but not for 
the third strike unleasiVa an 
(unsuccessful) bunt attempt 
Baseball people do not consider 
this inconsistent bdt rather a 
brilliant piece ofndes-maklngand 
also a time-tested and beneficial 
tradltlcm. It's hard to imagine 
baseball's lords ever doii^ away 
with the foul ball^-which, 
incidentalty, often adds to the 
tension!—merely to "speed" up the 
game." 

I believe that "knsfwled^ble" 
ijennis people would sity me same 
about die time-tested service let 
Moreover, addle both the net cord 
^d service let baUs tick the net 

I and land safely in the court the 
foct that one occurrence steits the 
point and the cdher happens 
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during the point makes the two 
situations appreciably different In 
that Important sense. c 

■■ARGUMENT 5HM 


Some service let abolitionists 
claim that disputes between 
players and ofllcials about whether 
service lets did or did not actually 
occur are a significant problem 
facing officials today. ^ lets do 
away with this problem by 
ellndnatlng service lets. 

■■REBUnAL SMB 


When a dispute does occur, it 
should be noted that a net Judge 
has a huge sensory advantage in 
that he or she Is touching the net, 
looking at it and listening to It quite 
well and from a distance typically 
closer than that of the plajrer. The 
player also has hlsjud^ent and 
senses (and perhaps objectivity) 
adversely affected 1^ his 
concentration being focused on 
playing hard and winning the 
point. Thus, the net judge typically 
has an exceeedlngly strong case. 
Granted, the umpire high up In the ^ 
chair may prove to be r(g}it8li^ity j 
less often, but still much more 
often than the pl^rer. 

Nevolheless, anyone adioal^fehM 
tennis wlU again agree that service, 
lets are inf requent and disputes 
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I magine this scene' As the flight canylng the 
battle weaiy and mu< h travelled memters of 
the Indian crirket team soars gracefully into 
the Sydney sky (a month ago), team captain 
Mohammad A/haruddtn looks like a man who 
shouldn t have made It past the metal detector It 
might have reacted to his sensitive state of mind 
His men are relaxing in the plush aircraft seats, 
probably relishing the thought of going home but 
perhaps not the hostile reception that awaits 
them Suddenly A/har, unable to contain his 
frustiation lets himself go *What happened to you 
guys on this tour—^ow did you manage to i uln 
those wonderful reputations?' 

No whines of protest Not a peep from anyone, 
including Sanjay Manjrekar. who is trying 
desperately to rifle in a cassette of Mehdi Hassan 
into his Walkman. Just so that he can cut out the 
drone of his captain's tongue-lashing 

1 he imagination works in strange ways, but 
(hances are, that if this scene had actually taken 
place then Manjrekar would have reacted in 
exactly the same way For Manjukar, both decent 
man and wonderful batsman would have already 
known that personal pride be damned, he had let 
his country down His time will come surely, but 
the pain of failure remains 
Six months ago, Mr Consistent—or rather 
Manjrekar might well have been the most prolific 
number three batsman in the world But if you said 
this in public now, yon may well get the kind of look 
that is usually reserved for men with limited 
faculties But give the people their due. because 
Manjrekar s Australian report card and his own 
admission to his failures vindicates this attitude 
Manjrekar s overall Test scores in Australia were 
were something that a 
tall-ender would have 
been proud off for th<y 
read like a baby s 
numbers book 25,30, 
34,2.45 31. and 8 His 
scores in the WSC were 
in comparison nice Not 
thrilling but nice 15.2, 
57 55.12.1.16 2.18. 

47 and 0 And all this, 
from someone who 
admittedly, couldn't 
have gone to Australia in 
a better frame of mind? 

Manjrekar reiterated 
this when I met him in 


Sanjay Manjrekar. 

I)()1 h ({('C'onl man and 
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For Manjrokar, hi* c*r**r a* a profaaaional 
ertckalar haa com* full eirel*. It haa alao shown 
that intamatlonal crtekat ean be vary lough 


Bombay last fortnight: “I couldn’t have asked for a 
better frame of mind when I went to Australia. I was 
really flying high and very confldent. Now that I’m 
back. I’m very disappointed with nyself. Very 
disappointed.” 

Hallelujah! 

But wait! He’s not finished yet: “The team many a 
time needed a good knock from me. but I couldn’t 
deliver the goods,” he confessed, “I feel particularly 
bad about It, We lost most of our matches and the 
Test series. However, the scoreline does not do 
Justice to our performance. It reads 4*0.but It could 
have been better." 

Like 4-1 perhaps? 

But the technique? What happened to that 
so-called Immaculate technique? Wasn’t he 
supposed to be the guy who could have taught the 
‘sometimes permanent* residents of the Indian 
dressing room, a lesson or three about ‘the art of 
presenting the straight bat7 Manjrekar seemed, or 
so we believed, well qualified to write a long and 
exhaustive thesis on the subject. ’The little body, 
you see, lodged a mighty mind. Straight bat. No 
loose shots. Cut out all the unnecesscuy frills and 
you're cruising. He was not the fellow who had 
problems with the moving ball outside the off 
stump: he never swished his bat like some 
swat t ing master: he would not lose his 
concentration—but It all happened and perhaps 
we expected too much. 


Now In retrospect, with time to anafyse he has 
found some semblance of an answer to all that: 


"The conclusion that I have reached Is that the 


Australians had studied 


me well. They had 
analysed my strong 
points and cut out 


those areas where I score 


a lot. This made life 


dtfncult for me and 1 


couldn’t get runs. What I 
was disappointed with, 
was that in such 


cases—specially when 
luck is not with you one 
has to work hard 


mentally. I also felt that 
there was a lapse in 


concentratlwi every time 
I got out. And 

because of this. I was not confldent.lnthe.next 
Innings. If3tougetablgscorethmyougoaut 
feeling conildent. But if you get a low one, thenyou 
have to start firom scratch.” 


The Manjrekar batting techlque 14 very basic; 





"I have seen the dark side of 
things. Everything v/as 
going super smooth for me, 
rve climbed the ladder in the 
past three years, I've 
realised now that I've come 
down a few notches. Maybe 
the failures are going to 
help," 


butit Is also very elltetlve 
In equal measure. Shtat 
ahdcotnpact of build and 
possessing 

commendable ftetwork. 
he seems relaxed to every 
Incomlngb^. treatli:^;it 
with a nonchalant 


degance. And toeveiy 
ball that was pitched 
outside or was movlngaway from the off'Stump. he 
had learnt tq«nplQy the squaie>cut ItWaanotso 
much a tahdal blow, aa It wap a aflken caress that 
culmiimtedm a’cixtoldng'souiid, as wtim an 
animal traliierfllckahlsvddp. bogies over, it is 
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time to come back to reality: the square cut dldnt 
happen. Why? 

‘They (the Aussiee) had 4«ctded that thqr were 
not going to give me ai^ room ficnr the square cut. 
which I love to play. This ahot comes eairify on the 
Australian wifucets. the moment wu get into the 
groove. But the moment Border mund that 1 was 
getting a litde confident, he would block off all the 
areas making life a lot difficult The Aussies ware 
not experimenting or gambling when I came out to 
bat. Iheyjust played a slow, safe game. Tb add to 
this, field^ was excellent Fora batsman like me 
who is not a fireestrokingptEyM'. the overall 
woiidoad became thatmuch more harder." he 
contduded. fiustrattonwriUaigeonhisfece. 


It was Manjrekar’s performance in Tests that 
prompted the pimdita to label him as one of the 
most technlce% sound batamen in the world. But 
it was Ironical that when he left for Australia, his 
reputation as a one-^lay batsman preceded him. 
For someone who has never previously so much as 
given an honest estimation of himself as a one-day 
phqrer. Manjrekar had two Man of the Series 
awards tucked aw^y m his touring kit bag. And one 
of them happened to come in the highly charged 
and equally competitive atmosphere of Sharjah. 
For such a dedicated purist Mmjrekar had earned 
rave reviews for his highly unobtrusive bu t 
effective sQrle of one-day play. He had put his style 
<ffbedtlng~«diich is so lull of dlnloal precision—to 







INTEREST RISES IN 
PUBLIC SECTOR BANKS. 
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"The team many a time 
needed a good knock from 
me, but I couldn 't deliver the 
goods. / feel particularly 
bod about it. We lost most of 
our matches and the Test 
series. However, the 
scoreline does not do justice 
to our performance. It reads 
4'0, but It could have been 
better." 


effecUve use in a series of very delicate operations 
on tlie field. A nudge here. A push there. A gentle 
tap. An occasional cut and before yqu could say 
‘Scindia’. the fielding set up was cut to ribbons. It 
could be compared in most cases to a subtle 
switchblade mugging. 

But the Manjrekar that we saw in Australia, was 
In total contrast to all this. His previous run-a*ball 
essays were sadly lacking. They were being 
replaced instead by a dlme-a dozen run outs. The 
efflcaiy of his batting there too was being nullified. 
The accused when charged, succumbed to the 
accusations, saying, ‘Yes I got run-out in as many 
as six to seven outings. My scores were also not so 
good. You see. playir^ in one-dayers is more 
challenging. Butlmesseditallupbyrunnirig 
myself out.” 

Why this dangerous addiction? 

"Well I could i^ore one or two run outs. But six! 
In retrospect, I think that I was perhaps too keen to 
take the run and I should have said ‘no'. I wanted to 
add another run to the scordioard. 1 tried to please 
my partner." And all this led to lUm being 
unseremonlously dropped from the side for India’s 
first two games ofthe World Cup. Notavery 
pleasant ejqMrlence for someone who perhaps 
hasn't been dropped for three years.. .for someone 
vdiohasforso long been the backbone of India's 
batting. Manjrekar is frank enough to testify... 

"Personalfy it was not the most pleasant of times. 
Because as I've said, if I'm out of form. I would have 
liked to get back in the middle with the team. That 
1 is perhaps the only way that one can get back into 
form. It's not ty sitting outside. I was keen to play. 
However, I feel that from the team'spolntofvlew, 
they felt that a rest would do me good.” 

The rest did help for when Manjrekar returned in 
the match against Australia, (his World Cup debut) 
he carved out a deliciously improvised 47. It was a 
I knock of immense skill, help^ly a brain that 
refused tocrack imdo* pressure and a overdose of 
I guts. And if India had won that match, it would 
[ have as Memjrekar admitted. "Been one ofthe high 










Mmlrakw dtoeuMing ttw flfMr pobitt of hte 
tooftnl^ wmi M.L Janimha. TIm lack of touch 
waa avMant In Auatralla 

points of the tour for me.” The accolades that came 
as a result of that knock soon turned to criticism 
when Manjrekar went on to drop his first ever catch 
in one-day internatlonaiB. Playing New Zealand in 
a match that was dominated as much by swirling 
winds and bad weather, as it was hy a certain Mr 
Mark Greatbatch, Mai^rekar made the cardinal 
error of dropping him. It was the sort of catch, 
sddch if taken, could have turned the face of the 
match. And he knows lt..”Maybe|t was the weather 
but a fielder can't say thkt it was^dy. Hehasto 
adjust himself to the plying cimditlons.'’ he 
admitted, his look one of intense guilt.. 

To be ftlr to Manjrekar, it must be said In his 



defense that he has quickly and with great dignity 
accepted his failure. And this considering that a 
host of players have used a lot of'Ifs* and ‘huts' in 
defence of their own substandard performances. 

For Manjrekar the Australian outi^ was only a 
'first'in terms of disappointment Intheend it 
may wje 11 have been educative if he is to go full circle as 
a pntfesslonal cricketer. And he himself admits: ”I 
have seen the dark side of things. Everything was 
goingsupCTsmooth forme. IVe climbed the ladder 
in the last three years. This tour has onfy shown me 
that dim are times vdien international cricket can 
be very tough. I've realised that I've come down a 
few notches. Maybe the failures are going to 
help...lt'8 weird," he said shaking his head 
Isntit? 

Ilehia Obattsijss, ■seam 
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(LEFT) Th 0 clock said 2:29:14 and it was 
a winning time for sure. Aurora Cunha, 
who has often run in the shadow of her 
better known Portuguese compatriot, 
Rosa Mota, refused to settle for second 
best this time, and ran a marvellous race 
to win the annual Rotterdam marathon 


(BELOW) in England everything 
spewing has something traditional about 
It The Oxford vs Cambridge University 
Boat Race, for example, celebrated its 
138th year recently, as Oxford (left), 
despite a vdilpping vrind, held off their 
rivals by a mere length>and-a>haif 















(RliQHn &iiittk»dng 

gdMim. kmryHoInMM (right), y«t 
«iMlMreomrt)«bfc hopeful, poeeevrith 
leigiririg htevyweldht champ^ 
HoiylMtf, who he wni fight bn June 19, 
end wher e e le e but Las Vegae 






(BELOW) Is this nian making up for lost 
ttme? Nigel Mansell has never won the 
Formula One Driver’s World 
Championship, bad luck often being the 
reason. But this year he'a ready. He has 
won ail three races held this ^r, the 
latest being the Bradlian Grand Prix 
which ha Is seen ceieArating here 
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A rthur ASHE 
Ignited a 
spirited 
debate last 

year ty averring that no 
man under 6 feet tall 
would ever win 
Wimbledon again. 

No doubt observing 
power hitters SM' 
Michael such, Boris 
Becker. 6"2'Stefan 
Edberg and 6*4' David 
Wheaton steamroll to the 
Big W semifinals 
prompted such a bold 
predicUon. Clearly, 
height is might, and 
might is right when it 
comes to domlnaUon on 
fast grass, deduced 
Ashe, the 1975 
Wimbledon king. 

Is it really sayonara, 
finis, curtains 
henceforth for 
medium-sized and short 
guys at Wimbledon? 

No way. rejoins Rod 
Laver, a muscular 5*9' 
dynamo dubbed 
"Rocket,” who exploded 
for four Wimbledon 
singles tiUes in the 
1960s and amazingly 
beat 6*1'Ashe 18 
consecuUve times in one 
stretch. 

“I think he’s wrong,” 
says Laver. "Remember 
that 5*U' Is not small. 
Sdinrone talented 
coining along at 5* 1 O'. 

5*1 r isn’t going to be 
deprived of being able to 
win Wimbledon. If 
Edbetg were 5*11'. he 
would be exactly as good 
as he is aijl^'. Because 
footwork'^^ 
manoeuve^^iiify are 



going to make up for a lot 
of height and maybe 
being a little slower. 
Having balance on grass 
is much more important 
than having a big body 
running around.” 

Height Isn’t 
eveiydiing. maintains 
Laver, in terms of 
generating power either, 
as he certainly proved 
capturing an allUme 
record two Grand Slams. 
"You don’t have to be 6*2' 



to be strong. look at 
(brawrqr 5*11' slugger) 
Lew Hoad.” Or look at 
Laver's own massive left 
forearm—bigger than 
heavyweight champion 
Rocl^ Marciano’s. Ashe - 
quipped that it was ”a 
two by four with freckles.” 

“I tMnk Arthur is Just 
looking at a tall guy 
serving aces, and he sees 
that now no one is able to 
match a Becker or a^^- 
Sampras OTaJiVheaton,” 
says LswerT^utyou 
won't see the big person 
being the only stv out 
thereyear all-year. I’m 
sure someone under 6 
feet will win Wimbledon. 

It will happen.” 

If falrfy recent history 
is any future guide. 

Laver will be proven 
right. FVom 1974 to 
1984, tennis* greEttsst 
' 

WhMton, at •'V'inehM, 
•toRMd Ihtotha quprfsr 
finals al¥flinbls^laat 

yaar 
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stars—Bjom Borg. 
Jimmy Connors, John 
McEnroe and Guillermo 
Vila»—ranged from 
to S'l r‘« m height. On 
the other hand, the 
giants ot previous 
decades, like6"r''a "Big 
Blir TUden.6''3'Don 
Budge. 6"!'Jack Kramer 
and6’'3'Panrho 
Gontales. did tower over 
and Impose their 
high-powered games on 
their foes. 

Today's ball bashers 
are sprouting taller than 
ever Mlchad Chang. 
ontyS'S', 

understandably worries 
about bullet-serving 
skyscrapers such as 6"4' 
Goran Ivanisevic, 6*4' 
Wimbledon chantplon 
such, 6*5'Richard 
Krajicek (who upset 
Stlch and Chang at the 
1992Australian Open). 
6*5' Markus Zoecke, who 
whacked the tour's 
fastest recorded second 
serve last yeai at 121 
miles per hour, and 6*5' 
Marc Rosset. producer of 
a 1991 circuit-high 134 
m p.h. serve 

"I saw Marc Rosset the 
other day—he's 
something like 6*7' (sic) 
and still glowing The 
guys are getting so much 
taller. It s unbelievable," 
says Chang. "Maybe I'll 
invent some new shoes 
that will make me flve 
inches taller It Is 
becoming more and 
more dilDcult to wm, day 
in. day out." 

The good big man does 
usually defeat the good 
little man, especially 
0ven today's 
ultra-pow^ul, 
high-tech rackets If 
bigger IS better, does that 
mean a man 6*6' or 6*8' 
or even 7" tall can and 
will be a tennis 
champion? Or put 
differently, how tall Is too 
tall? 


} think Ashe is 


wf ong... if Edbcrg 
were 5 11', he 
would be exactly 
as good as he is 
at 6 '2'. Having 
balance on grass 
is much more 
important that 
having a big 
body running 
around" 


ROD LAVER 


Nick Savlano, a USTA 
national coach and 
former world top 50 
player, believes that 
what constitutes "too 
tall" has yet to be 
determined 'Too much 
depends on an 
Individual and his 
phyislcal skills,' says 
Savlano "If an athlete, 
such as a (6*6') Michael 
Jordan, started playing 
tennis at ayoungage and 
developed Into a 
champion, one has to 
think he would adjust to 
the disadvantages of 
being very tall and 
maximirethe 
advantages 
‘ Once a playei gets so 
tall that he has extreme 
difficulty moving, or he 
lacks adequate agility to 
cover the net, or doesn't 
react quickly enough to 
deal with pace that Is 
required lor a serve and 
volleyer, then it becomes 
a detriment," explains 
the 5*1 r Savlano. who 
twice gained the 
Wimbledon round of 16 
A comment that a 
player under 6 feet will 
never win Wimbledon 
has little merit.” asserts 
Savlano “It's 
like saying nobody broke 
the 4-mlnute mile, 
therefore, it's never going 
to be done TTioseare 
perceptions whereby 
people put limitations on 
other pmple And I don't 
accept that ” • 
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TURF VIEW 


T he CURTAIN Anally 
came down on the 
Bangalore winter 
season 1991-92, and 
for “the Garden City" 
it must surely have 
been Its flnest season yet. The 
Bangalore Turf Club Ltd. who had 
played host to the Invitational 
Weekend over the Arst week of 
March outdid themselves and 
under the able leadership of Mr 
P.G. Bellappa they should in Aiture 
be reaching even greater heights. 

Bestriding the season like a 
colossus was India’s champion 
trainer, Rashid Byramji. He ended 
the season with 51 winners to his 
credit, and for him this must have 
been like a trip down memory lane. 

There is no question about the 
fact that Dyramjl Is one of the 
greatest trainers Indian racing has 
seen in the last couple of decades, 
but in the last few years he was 
going through a far from purple 
patch. Of course, he was still 
winning races, but to put it in 
racing parlance, he Just did not 
seem to be Arlng on all cylinders. 
The winter of 1^1-92 saw Rashid 
Byramji emerge from what I would 
only describe as a kind of 
professional hibernation, and he 
emerged Arlng on all qrllnders to 
eventually end up with 51 winners 
to his credit. It was a distinct case 





of Byramji Arst and the rest 
nowhere. 

United Racing and Bloodstock 
Breeders Pvt Ltd. represented 
by (right to left) Ragnuvendra 
sWh,VllayM 


Bunny, Vadvmdra Singh and 
Rashid Byramji 








It was not only in terms of 
quantity that Bj/ramjl led the Aeld. 
In terms of quality he was even 
further ahead. His wonder Ally 
Bugs Bunny picked up three out of 
the Ave Classics that winter, and to 
<round it off she came out and won 
the Invitation Cup too. Trailing 
Byramji, a faraway second was 
SydnQT Moses who Anished off 
with 27. In short Byramji was 
almost double the numter of 
winners that the runner-up had 
saddled. 

Of course, if you compare his feat 
to that of the erstwhile Robert Pol(^ 
.of Madras fame It would look pale 
in comparison. After all, the record 
books would show that Robert 
Foley saddled over lOOwlnnersln 
j the coiu^ of the Madras season, 
but If Foley had moved to 
Bangalore with the same string of 
• horses currently under his 
I training at Madms, nty money 
'would mostcertalnly be on 
Byramji to emerge the victor, and It 
would probat% be a comfortable 
victoiytoo. 

For the Ant tline in the history of 









lORSB OF THE SEAS(^ 
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Bugs Bunny won five out of eix 
starts 

the Bangalore Turf Club a private 
limited company named United 
Racing and Bloodstock Breeders 
Pvt. Ltd emerged as the leading 
“individual owner *' It came as 
some kind of a surprise to see a 
corporate concern being declared 
an Indivlducd wltmer but even here 
the victory was no means an 
easy one. By the time the Farewell 
Plate had been run United Racing ^ 
and Bloodstock Breeders Pvt. Ltd. ^ 
were Just Rs 55.000ahead in stake, 
mon^ earned as compared to the 
baron ofindlan racing. Dr • 

Ramaswamy. ^ 

The leading joint owners of the 
season saw United Racing and 
Bloodstock Breeding Pvt. Ltd.,— 
represented by Mr Vljay Mallya. Mr 
Ra^uvendra l^ngh and Mr 
YadavendraSingIv-CQmerthe 
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Trsinsr RstfiM Byramji had 51 
wfnnsrstMs ssason 

glory thanks to their champion 
horse of the season Bugs Burmy. 
The combination earned a 
mind-bog^ngsumofRs 17.75 
lakhs by ws^ of stake mon^. 

The horse of the season was 
undoubtedly Bugs Bunny. Ttslned 
by none other than Rashid 
Byramji. she raced six times in the 
course of the seasrm and she came 
out on top on five occasions. 

Rashid k^ her tuned to win the 
2000Guineas, the Bar^ore 
Derby, the Bangalore Oaks and 
flnalfy the piece*de-resistance, the 
Invitation Cup, To keep a fllfy going 
at optimum level throughout the 
season is a herculean task in itself 
and although Rashid d^Mcrves a 
pat on the back for the magnificent 

S > that he did'. Bugs Bunny herself 
ijl to have it in her, and she must 
be one hdl of a filly to have 
produced the sort of results she did 

PHonOMniB P OESICANffUJAM) 
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KraH>felii^flierf^rt^^ 
lOHi^lf^toilbect, hergcdden 
1^ behind, «nd 
flot^isiidl^ defeating 
Merl^ Ott^ in the 
tdCMm and200m at the 
^K^IiCl Athletics 
Chtuhi^Qnahips at. 


World Chanq^* .. 

' B]:i^ even&tthfitiittei 
tl^weitiminiiuridC •,■ 
<jfoeontent People <;.> 
whispered sihei0«. ’ 
oh drugs. Peoide jMdd./ V - 
that her whi was iloil# >. 
authei^hiut^A^ r>‘<. 

■Kfah^demedit^W'T';^ 

add diet shelucrimlbed, 
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Thcqiitstloiiit 
whom to took up 
tonoWrWill 
•thtollcifOirtacly 
smarting ftom a 
huge body blow 

byBcnJohnsoiv 
boabteto 
fceovir from the 
Krabbcfcandal? 
Only time can 
llrom the right 
answer 

















GETHNe IT OFF 

HISCHESS 


In his autobiography, *Karpov On Karpov*the 
former world champion reveals a side of himself 
no one really knows 


% 


W HAT a pleasant 

surpnse to find that 
from the veiy first 
pastes of “Karpxiv on 
Karpov," the author employs a 
poetic sort of tone not customary In 
a chess player Poetic, that Is. 
except when he Is talking about 
those who are his opponents and 
consequent enemies—Viktor 
Korchnoi, Tigran Petrosian and 
Gary Kasparov But we are 
surprised most of all by his acerbic 
criticisms of the 'ridiculous 
system” of “stagnation and 
hypocrisy" that ruled the Soviet 
Union, when all of us, 
unenlightened fans that we were, 
believed that Anatoly Karpov 
symbolised and even perhaps 
incarnated its triumphant 
nomen kla t ura-the Nation of the 
Radiant Future 

Mr Kaipov tells us that in 1953, 
as an infant, he witnessed the 
police bursting into his house in 
search of his father "1 could 
distinguish good from evil .1 
remember the white down floating 
through the room and the two 
bayonets flashing in the 
comers .To this day I still do not 
know who wrote the denunciation 
against nr^ father." 


last of the party, that is), a man who 
bore the title of President of the 
International Fund (bestowed on 
him with much cheek kissing by 
Comrade Bre/hnev). turns out to 
be not the matenalistic, atheistic 





As Ifthls were not enough. Mr. 
Karpov, a member of the 
Communist Party to the last (the 









the "opiate of the masses," He 
never ceases to invoke the 
Supreme Bel r^: ‘ Thank 
God.. .Swear lirCdcl. . .As God Is my 
witness." Hewing to this religious, 
almost mystical line (and in the 
face of what would have been the 
rage of Lemn, whose mummy must 
be turning in his glass tomb). Mr 
Karpov relates an incident from his 
childhood, near death firom f 
whooping cough, the bambmo was 
baptised, under the aegis of his two 
gr^dmoUiers ("pious and resolute 
women"), with near-free/ing water. 
The reader, even more 
dumbstruck than the paiticipants 
in this scene, then witnesses the 
future champion's miraculous 
recovery In fact, the Karpov family 
has been privileged to be cured 
almost systematically by 
supernatural means Anatoly's 
mother cured his father's fevers 
with a mixture of tea. jam and vln 
de Cahors 

During the first years of 
Anatoly's life mthe southern Urals, 
the Kai^vs curled up with other 
miserable families “We lived In a 
five-room communal apartment on 
the fourth floor The number of 
rooms defined the number of 
families." In the chess world it was 
often thought that Mr Karpov was 
the regime's fair-haired child, but 
in wo^s geared to instruct, not to 
say indoctnnate us. he fiercely 
declares that the people of our 
circle were not ashamed of their 
poverty, on the contrary, they used 
it as an argument for 
self-justification: ‘My pockets are 
empty, but my conscience is clear 

With what restrained fury he 
attacks the privileged members of 
his country, and especially the 
Numero Uno among them (adio 
also happens to be the man who 
replaced Mr. Karpov as Numero 
Uno of chess). “Kasparov and 1 
have nothing in common. .Elitism 
became an essential part of his 
world." Elsewhere. Nfr. Karpov 
says of his rival. "1 know of no other 
Grandmaster In our country, or the 
world, who has received such 
all-encompassing, massivo 
support finm the authorities." The 
paragraphs Mr. Karpov dedicates 
to Mr. Kasparov are suie]^ the least 
orl^nal of the book: Mr. I^parov 




Welivodinafiv0 
room communal 
oparlmont on the 
fourth floor...Tho 
number of rooms 
defined the number of 
fomities* 


K irpov on his childhood. 


could as easily have written them 
about Mr Karpov 
This u^y duckling of chess, 
sheltering a world champion swan 
deep inside, was not. we are told, 
accepted by the bigwigs of the 
game, nor by its Numero Uno for 
more than 20 years, the legendary 
Mikhail Botvinnlk. He “never 
understood my strategy," Mr. 
Karpov says, and he recalls 
Botvinnik’s pronouncements with 
as much delight as irritation: "The 
boy doesn't tmve a clue about 
chess, and there's no future at all 
for him in this profession." Sick 
and tired at last of this lack of 
understanding. Mr Karpov “tuned 
out his sermons.” 

M r KARPOV felt himself 
something of a misfit in the 
world of chess. He reports that 
Viktor Korchnoi, his longtime 
opponent for the world 
championship, told him one day 
that "you're the first Grandmaster 
IVe ever met who doesn't dash 









straightaway to a store, but to a 
mtiseum.” With almost the same 
words Mr. Karpov himself 
hammers away at that nail: *‘I have 
never met a chess player wrtio 
would agree to Join me for a visit to 
an art gallery.” And then he 
finishes driving It in by telling us 
that Tigran Petrosian reproached 
him with these words: “Why do we 
need the Louvre when the stores 
are much mon* Interesting?” These 
examples show, among other 
things, that, against all likelihood. 
Mr Kmpov and I have not known 
the same Grandmasters. 

Tile best pages of the book are 
dedicated to three men he 
worships his father, his coach 
Semyon Abramovich Furman and 
(yel another surjSrise) Bobt^ 
Flsehei 

•My lather was wonderhilly 
talented,” hewntes “From him 1 
inhented my memory, my Intuition 
toi creative solutions In difficult 
situations, my love for stability, 
precision and harmony." 
Nostalgically Mr. Karpov evokes 
the first games of chess he ever saw 
played “My place was on my 
father’s knees." His "second 
father.” Furman, inspires lender 
pages culminating in the evocation 
of the death of his trainer and 
inend Their “joint destiny" began 
in 1968; for Mr. Karpov, when 
Furman “entered my life” It was a 
“turning point.” In 1978. the death 
of his Idolised friend “killed 
something in me,” he says. 

Many chess aficionados believe 
that Mr Karpov, backed by the 
Soviet and international Chess 
Federations, stole the world 
championship title In 1975 from 
Mr. Fischer. By eliminating the 
unbeatable anarchist from 
Brooklyn through technlcallUes. 
Mr. Karpov was raised to the 
highest peak ot the chess Olympus 
without winning a single game 
against the genius Fischer. 

Who could have imagined that 
the victim of this alleged high-level 
mugging was actually Mr. Kaipov? 
That, at least. Is what he tells 
us—In all sincerity, we presume, 
since we have never known Mr. 
Karpov to be a comedlan.*“There 
would be no match with Fischer. It 
was e gUbkt loss.. .1 realised that 
what cottld have been the brightest 



event In my life was not going to 
happen." Because of the 
International Chess Federation's 
“machinations” and the deceit of 
the Soviet authorities, he was 
prevented from playing “the most 
memorable (match] of my life,” In 
which “perhaps I would have 
learned my true depth.” 

With Furman and his father 
dead, we leam to our amazement 
that Mr. Karpov's Idol Is now Mr. 
Fischer, who, Mr. Karpov says, 
announced the arrival of a 
completely different kind of chess. 
On the four occasions he met Mr 
Fischer (In San Antonio. Cordoba, 
Tokyo and Washington) Mr 

Bobby Fischer: one of 
Karpov's Idols 



Karpov untortunately saw his Idol 
for only a short time. “I had studied 
him and been fascinated by him.” 
Ah, how happy it made Mr. Karpov 
to stroll with Mr. Fischer along the 
streets of Tolqro. “I didn’t see any 
severity in him, but rather a sort of 
gentleness and patience.” If. as a 
player, Mr. Hscher “surpassed all 
the former and currently living 
Grandmasters,” as a human 
being, Mr. Karpov assures us. 
"Fischer’s Integrity was evident." 

When we close this remarkable 
book, perplexity overwhelms our 
critical sense. This man who 
seemed to incarnate the diligent, 
punctual apparatchik of the 
Brezhnev era describes himself as 
a person with Infinite respect for 
the precision of the chessboard, 
and perhaps for the harmony of the 
stars as well. At the same time, his 
memories Inflate exact moments of 
happiness to grandiosity, and 
consign superfluous calamities to 
oblivion. 


KARPOV ON 
KARPOV 













Look at Allan Border and Graham 
Gooch. They were captains of losing 
sides when they began but thsh 
selectors show^ faith and their faith 
has been rewarded. The Indian 
selectors have invested two years in 
Azhar and if they hang him now it 
will be a waste of those years, for 
Azhar’s best years as captain and 
batsman are just ahead of him. 
SUNIL GAVASKAR feels that 
Asharuddin should be retained as 
captain of the Indian team. 
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We happened to be underdogs going 
into the finals of that event (Frendi 
Open’89), vre happened to be 
sponsored by the same clothing 
company, we happened to be 17 
years old, and both matches were 
very tig^t, going the distance. Since 
then Arantxa and I just kind of look 
at each other and we just kind of 
smile at each other. We don’t say 
anything, but it’s like‘French Open 
’89. 

MICHAEL CHANG draws the 
comparison, between him and 
Arantxa Sanchez, after they won 
the men’s and %vomen’s titles at the 
Liptons Championships recently 
held at Key Biscayne. 
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interesHngand 
funny news 
from the 

cricketing worid... 


• A newly-married man in Surat, Gujarat, hanged 
himself In 'total despair and frustration’ after India 
were beaten by Australia by one run In the World 
Gup match at Brisbane, 

9AiistraUa'aAshes tour ofEn^and next year will 
feature six Test matches (Old Trafford, Lord's, 
Ttent Brieve, Headingley, Edgbaston and The 
Oval) and three one-day internationals. 

•The Prince of Wales, Charles, has agreed to 
continue as Glamorgan’s patron for a further five 
years. 

• South Africa will make their comeback to Test 
cricket on April 18. when they take the held at 
Bridgetown. Barbados for their first official Test 
match against West Indies. BSKYB will broadcast 
live coverage ofthe match in England. The tour will 
also include one-day internationals in Jamaica 
(April 7) and Trinidad (April 11 and 12). Former 
England batsman Raman Subba Row, until 
recently the chairman of the TCCB, willbethelCC 
referee for these historic matches. 

•When the Sri Lankans returned to New Zealand 
after travelling to Mackay for their raln-rulned . 
World Cup match against India, they were delayed 
by customs officials who Insisted th^ dust off ftielr 
cricket boots because of the possibility of bringing 
In cattle disease finm northern Queensland. 

• Britannic Assurance have agreed to sponsor the 
County Championship fora further thrw seasons 
to 1995. in a deal thought to be worth £1.4 million. 

• For the first time, MCC has given permission for a 
replica of the famous Ashes um to be produced and 
marketed. The replica is to be made ty Sportllnk 
Promotions. 

• Former England captain Chris Cowdrey, who 
was released by Kent at the end of last season, will 
play for tilairmrgan in one-day matches in 1992. 
Cowdrey. 34. captained Kent ffom 1985-90and 
wmffve Testes^ in India in 1984-85. and another 
when brieffy installed sa captain against West 
Indies in 1988. Althou^ he has been signed 
prlrttarilyffrrhis erqrertise in one-bay cricket, he 
will stand byforffrst-class matches if required. 




David Gowar as onaoftiMir 
lathon Charfty hava gone imdor 




























The moment is here 
alive and gripping 
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Tti(“\’ ar(‘ 
kno\vlocl^{'al)le. 
patii-nt and lia\ e tlu* 
enni'pv In spcaid the 
whole day at the golf 
coufse following the 
action. They are 
the golf spectators 


G olf and cricket 
have one thing In 
common. Both 
have day-long 
matches. Yet the 
spectators of the 
two sports are vastly different 
In the World Cup played In 
Australia ancfNew Zealand, you 
saw families lolling about on their 
selected patch of turf or others 
using It for sunbathing. 'Hie whole 
thing was treated like a leisure^ 
picnic, with most of the action 
taking places 100 yards away on 
the pitch. Th^ cheered vidien 
someone hit a boundary or 
snapped up a catch. Usua% aided 
by a knowledgeable running 
conunentary. 

In contrast, golf spectators at an 
Important event can almost be 
likened to heroes, admittedly 
unsung. The game of golf Is unique 
In being the onty major sport where 
the spectator also moves. Andno 
other spectators undertake their 
enterprises with such 
well-behaved and organised 
enthusiasm. Players can be 
assured of pin-drop silence when 
making a putt right In front of a few 
hundred spectators. And nobody 
watching would dream of 
distracting a picker in 
shot-makfrig ar^ unwarranted 
movement. 

Ck>lf fans remain undaunted by 
conditions such as the burning 
sun or icy winds or even a drizzle. 
They coidd walk miles over rough 
tracks—on the other side of the 
n^ies from the smooth 
felrways—clambering over humps 
and hOloeks. The inconveniences 
ate accepted as a part of the ^ce to 
bepald for watching some prime 
golf. Fur sheer agility and 
doggedness, kn^edge and 
appreciation, and above all. 
cooipeasfon for competitors In 
tiduiUe. golf spectators stay head 
andidioufdars above there^ 
Sufoladtagtyt goffgaDeriekafe 
not tia hcnnogenous In age, sex. or 
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class as the usual football crowd or 
even one watching tennis matches 
Take the spectators at the Indian 
Open at Delhi Golf Course last 
year You saw people Irom “8 to 80”, 
Women were are there in significant 
numbers. Poor caddies and other 
golf-fcraqr urchins mingled freely 
adth the rich and influential. The 
only common bond was a thirst for 
the action and a willingness to 
exert in pursuance of &ls goal. 

Of course, every golf spectator 
works out his own strategy for the 
day. But th^ can be broadly 
grouped into three major 
categories; those who would 
mostty station themselves at 
favqdred vantage points, others 
who will mainly w^ with their 
chosen playm. and those who 
rush hldierahd thither in their 
fervour not to miss out on aiqr Uvefy 
action. 


Famous tournament courses 
like the Augusta in USA or the 
Rc^al Andrew of Rc^al Birkdale in 
UK erect huge viewing stands 
especially at the finishing tee. But 
Delhi Golf Course Indulges in no 
such luxury, except for a few dozen 
chairs at the starting tee. You often 
see the vantage-watchers seated 
early at the firat tee. well victualled 
and armed with the day's 
necessities like hats and 
umbrellas. Ttvsy probabty move to 
the 13th green when eveiyborfy 
has teed off—this place has a 
refreshment stall neaihy. And then 
th^ take their positions bn the 
finishing tee towards the afternoon. 

The walkers have an aversion to 
being stationary for more than a 
few minutes. This is the group that 
forms itself into a restless 
serpentine shape, continually on 
the move. Determined walkers are 
mosdy seen tagging themsdves to 
leading players. And are 
unbelleval^ swift and alert to 
nuinage a good viewing position 
every time th^m stopped at the 
ropes. Such a walker is apt to end 
up the day putting in more walking 


than Ifhe had himself played 18 
holes of golf. 

The tMrd group has no such 
sense of purpose. Whither they go 
depends on sudden urges. 
Whenever th^ hear a roar from 
another part m the course, they 
make a dash for it. The result is a 
commando unit sever^ himdred 
strong ready to rush to ar^ scene o 
likely birdies. And for this they 
often take the shortest route, 
which in the case of the Delhi Golf 
Course could m«ui a lot of prickly 
bushes and tangled undergrowth. 

There’s another big difference 
between spectators of golf and 
other sports. Many of those 
watchi^ a cricket match may not 
have wielded a willow bat in their 
life or ever bowled a cricket ball. A 
person watching a polo match may 
have never ridden a horse. Even 
much of the clapping at 
Wimbledon is mechanical and 
almost obligatory. But the vast 
majority of golf-watchers are 
golfers themselves-^^uid th^ often 
come dressed in their golfing attire 
Their appreciation has to be 
earned through great play, not 
taken for granted. 

Again there is hardty a trace of 
partisanship. Good shots are 
mvarlably applauded, a bad shot 
evokes silence or a shake of the 
head and there is genuine 
sympathy for anyone suffering a 
lousy round, the kind of sympathy 
that can come only from those who 
likewise have suffered. 

A golf spectator has a harder job 
than any other spectator when he 
wants to see the game well: 
conceded the chance of his getting 
hit ly a stray ball is not much more 
than that of a cricket fan getting hit 
by a sixer. No wonder much golf 
watching has shifted to TV (it's 
another matter Doordarshm’s golf 
coverage remains so minifnal). But 
then there are compensations in 
watching a great match at the 
course. You are near enough to the 
players to see every movement of 
theirs, even the erqiressicais. 
Aryway golf tournaments would 
not be the same if the heroic 
spectatCHS were not there. 

And mantle the 19th hole, sdilch 
is the dub bar was created keeping 
themlnmlndl 






PHiMNULfrY 


T here is some¬ 
thing irresistib¬ 
ly fascinating 
and striking 
about the personality of 
AlexlLalas. 

Whether it is for his 
swagger, or his six feet 
three-inches towering 
build, or the way he 
strums his guitar, or the 
manner in which he 
heads the ball out of dan¬ 
ger with his tremendous 
agility as a sweeper in the 
US Olympic football 
squad one is not sure, 
but the fact is, he is a 
superhero to hundreds 
of the countiy's soccer 
aficionados. 

Lalas was presented 
the 25th Hermanri Tro¬ 
phy for 1991, which is 
the equivalent of the 
Helsman Trophy for Ame¬ 
rican Football, as Ameri¬ 
ca's top college scorer in 
soccer. 

Before Lalas. it was 
frontiiner Peter Vermes, 
the World Cupper,-now 
with Tabare ^mos at 
Pigueras in Spain, who 
did Rutgers proud, 
being its best-known pro¬ 
duct Lalas has gone one 
up on Vermes and his 
other college rivals Iqr 
winning the prestigious 
MAC (Missoi^ Athdetlc 
Club) Award too, and 
thus creating histoty. 

In a land where soccer 
is still struggling to esta¬ 
blish itself as a pro sport,, 
there are too m^ awar¬ 
ds tQ,covet and wtn. And 
a number of footbailers 
have already gained pin>*< 
mlhencehFwinning 
those awards. Oif tteiiiu 
Lalas undouhtedfyls the! 
mostinqaessiveaitd , 
talerded pisyer.’a^ is\ 
e]i|Mk:ded to reach thep^. 
hhcile.^lilspowiers&i 
l^iMidWrihgthellS 
!il|%|dCup?^iia«jL U 


Man For All Seasons 


Ice-hockey ace/ rock musician, and gla- 
mourbov Alexi Lalas is US football^ 
most colourful character. Its greatest 
hope too 


striking with his 
shoulder-length red 
hair, he’s a native of Bir¬ 
mingham in Michigan in 
the mid-west, who joined 
Rutgers University four 
years ago, having also 
played ice-hockey with 
great aplomb. 

Soccer and music are 
the greatest passions of 
Lalas' life. He is the lead 
guitarist for The Gypsies, 
that often performs at 
Gk^nwlch Village. 

C>n the field too. he's 
not to be taken lightly. 

An in-form Lalas alwa 3 rs 
plays like a man ptosses- 
sed. Says Bob Reasso. 


his college coach. "He's 
- been the most dominant 
player we've had at Rut¬ 
gers” adding, “His inten¬ 
sity, his fire and passion 


There is somcth- 
ins irresistibly 
fascinating and 
striking about 
the personality of 
Alexi Lalas...the 
factisheisa 
superhero to 
hundreds of the 
fountfy*s soccer 
mcionados ••• 



for the game is like no 
one I've seen—and I've 
dealt With a lot of great 
players." 

Explaining his attitu¬ 
de Lalas said: "I hate giv¬ 
ing up a goal. I take it as if 
it's a vicious insult again-, 
St my family..." 

And it's no mean busi¬ 
ness to come up against 
this 190-lb sweeper. 
Opposing strikers have 
often been at a loss to 
tackle him. And so 
strong is he in the air that 
many teams have often 
changed their original 
gameplans to neutralise 
Lalas. 

Lalas, like Passarella 
of Argentina, often 
moves up to head in 
goals for his side. He was 
a key figure In defence 
alongwith Cameron 
Rast, another superb 
stopper/sweeper who 
won the Pan-American 
gold at Havana in 1991. 
That Rutgers made the 
final four of the NCAA 
Championships twice in 
the last fouryears, and 
became the top universi¬ 
ty in November 1991. 

Imd a lot to do with Lalas' 
remarkable prowess In 
deep defence, and his 
fantastic work-rate. 

The U.S. Olympk: 
squad is counting on a 
solid performance by its 
college-level players who 
have proved to be very 
talented, giving lie to the 
idea that it Is only Africa, 
South America and. may 
be Australia too. who are 
producing all the precoci¬ 
ous talent. They’re lotted 
against their CON- 
C^CAF rivals, Mexico. 
Honduras'and Canada 
in die fltnal round of the 
Olympic qualification 
rounds, on a home and 
away basis till May 17. 
FMuhwiy 






HASSMABOI 


Hassiba 

Boulmerka became 
a national heroine 
in Algeria when she 
won the 1500m at 
the World Athletics 
Championships at 
Tokyo. Her win 
stunned a nation 
where women are 
not allowed to vote. 
And her win added 
further pressure on 
the Algerian 
authorities to give 
women voting 
rights. Without 
realising it, she had 
become a 
revolutionary 


THE 

T here are sUll people 
in the world who 
think that sport and 
politics are entirely 
separate Issues 
There are plenty who 
actually believe It—ide^stlc. 
Ignorant call them what you will 
They are, by and large, people 
without conscience In 19^, the 
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war in Alj^hanistan prompted the 
United States to boycott the 
Olympic Games in Moscow, while 
Great Britain chose to compete. 
What have those far-flung issues to 
do with us? 

f iassiha Boulmerka, at the 
idealistic age of 23. is all too aware 
the sport for sport’s sake is a 
confounded cause. But her firm 
belief is that all is not quite lost, 
that there Is a positive aspect to the 
dilemma When she competes in 
the 1500 metres against the 
world's best and wins, she knows it 
boosts the morale of her uneasy 
coimtn'. Algeria She runs, she 
also believes, in the name of Islam. 
She runs not for personal 
achievement but as a s 3 mibol of 
women's liberation 

A bit far-fetched? Consider her 
gold medal victory at the World 
Athlet ics Championships in Tokyo 
last summer. Not only was she the 
first Algerian female to take the 
gold at that distance, but also the 
first Arab and the first African. 

Just hours after she skipped a lap 
ol honour around the track, 
twirling the red, white and green of 
her national flag above her head 
and yelping for ]oy. a thousand 
posters went up on walls all over 
the (apital city. Algiers. They read: 
‘Hassiba Boulmerka did not need 
her lather’s procuration to win the 
gold medal ’ 

It was a daring, damning 
1 efercn< e to the Algerian electoral 
system, wherely women were 
unable to vote on their own behalf, 
their husbands voting for them by 
pnixy If immamed, the 
responsibility fell to their fathers. i 
Short ly afterwards, the law was 
updated, and free universal 
suffrage granted 

Innocently and single-handedly. 
Boulmerka had taken on the 
system and thrashed it. Little 
wonder that today she is hailed as a 
national herolne—ofterTokyo she 
and fellow athlete Noureddlne 
Morceli, the male 1500-metre 
champion, became the first 
civilians to be awarded La Medallle 
du Merite National the country’s 
highest honour. She carries a 
diplomatic passport, and enjeys all 
the privileges and exemptions of a 
government minister. 

We met in Pads at the hel^t of 


the rioting and general unrest In 
Algeria, a state of emergency 
havingjust been declared. She is a 
small, hirsute, muscular figure in 
the Diego Maradona/Fatima 
Whitbread mould. Her wiry black 
hair Is cropped in an uncertain 
style, her unpruned eyebrows sit 
heavily on her face. She rarely 
smiles, speaks but a do/.en 
hesitant words of English, and 
appears somewhat anxious 
throughout our encxiunter. 

Hassiba informs us that she has 
never given such an Interview 
before, restrlctlngjoumalists to 
questions concerning her running 
event. This is the first time she has 
agreed to pose as a fashion model, 
as she puts it. It is all unfamiliar 
territory, and she all but quakes 
■with nerves throughout, in spite of 
our attempts to make her laugh 
and put her at ease. She has never 



She and fellow athlete 
Noureddlne Morceli, 
became the first 
civilians to be awarded 
La Medallle du Merite 
Notional, the country's 
highest diplofnatic 
honour 



beiore been professionally 
made-up. and it is the first time she 
has ever put on an expensive 
designer garment. 

She has worn a suit 
before—once—when she was 
presented to the president of 
Algeria following her triumph in 
Tolqro. Her normal mode of dress is 
a tracksuit, or Jeans and T-shirt. 
Her femininity is played down to 
such a degree that it almost implies 
the opposite. 

Cocooned within the gilded, 
over-the-top splendour of the Paris 
Ritz hotel on the Place Vendome. 
she is nothing if not a fish out of 
water, yet obUvlous of its 
exorbitant luxury. She presents 
herself bare-£ac^ and sporting 
baggy jeans and trainers for dinner 
in the elegant$lOO-per-head 
restaurant. 


S HE is not at all what lea 
Fnuicalsrefertoassoignee. 
Her table manners are basic, no 
airs and graces here. She 
consumes three hearty courses 
washed down with Coca-Cola 
during our interview, which is 
conducted entirely In French. She 
speaks it. her second lanj^uage. in 
a curdled, deep monotone Arabic 
accent. As a devout Muslim, she 
never touches alcohol. ‘My religion 
is the driving force in nqr life,' she 
explains, 'the most important 
thing. It is the root of everything. 
People who know nothing of Islam 
tend to look upon it as siiilster and 
feel threatened by it. It is an 
ancient faith, but totally valid in 
the modem world. 

‘For example, in Algeria we are 
fairly strict Muslims. )rel women 
have considerable freedom, unlike 
those in Iran. Not all of us wear the 
h(fab{veil]. My mother has done so 
for a long time, but it’s a tradition, 
not compulsory. It is done to hide 
the women’s figure—it Is 
considered provocative to displr^ 
it. Those of us who do not wear It 
don't consider ourselves to be 
provocative. Only about 30 per 
cent of the female population wear 
the veil—^its place is not so relevant 
in this day and £^e.’ 

Hassiba is the fourth of seven 
children bom to a modest Algerian 
couple from Constantine. For 18 
years her father lived and worked 
' in France as a telephone engineer, 
(He is now employ^ as a company 
driver, her mother is a housei^e.) 

These are the people who 
vociferously condemn the 
‘shameful’ Boulmerka for ‘running 
half-naked for all the world to see*. 
She should, th^ insist, conceal 
herself and compete in the hijab 
and leg^ngs. ‘It Is the opinion of 
some people in country,' she 

remarks cautiousty. not wishing to 
rock the boat with a public 
statement which mi^t easily be 
misconstrued. 

3 would say thafwe still have a 
democraty. As such, we have the 
right to choose, to speak our minds 
and behave as we see fit. You 
cannot wear the hCfab In the 
I stadium.justasyoucatmotwear 
ahwts In the mosque. Bach place 
has lt‘s rules.' 

Algeria Is altalrdWoHd 
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Development is slow, retarxled 
further world recession etnd lack 

of forei^ Investment. Hasslt» 
Shakes her head in despair at the 
mention of It 

*1 want to give back.’ she says 
simply. ‘Sat^ces have been 
made for me to pursue 

career. One day, maybe ten years 
from now, I will be reacty to serve 
others. I may be destined for 
politics. Why not? 

1 hope one day soon to mlli^and 
have cnlldren.lt Is die most 
important project In a woman’s 
llfe>«id a man’s. No, it wpn’it have 
to be an atchngedmanlage^^at 


husband will have to be a Muslim. 
After that, public service. It’s a 
probability. And when I'm about to 
be sworn in as president. I’ll be 
sureto.callyqui’ 

For ^1 her earnestness she Is. in 
many ways, the voice of her 
nation’s young people. She has 
often been describe as such. 
Hasslba speaks and the kids 
listen. Ever mindful of the fact that 
she Is a poimful Influence on them 
in everything she says and does, 
this month she is launching her 
own youth fouiidatlon, Algerle 
S(4ldartte, which will raise funds to 
aaaist youiig peoifle adio are 
taiemj^qyed, handlcE^ped. or 


disadvantaged In any way. She has 
funded the trust with her own 
money, and will personally oversee 
Its development. 

Meanwhile Barcelona looms, 
and the preparation is already 
Intense. Up at 7am each day. two 
hours on the track, nothing left to 
chance. Going for gold a second 
time? *I will lei you know on August 
9,’ she half-srhlles. thinking ahead 
to the date of the competition. 

Does the pressure to win again 
seem unbearable? 

’Not so much.' she almost smiles. 
'If I fall, my people will understand. 
My name is already written In gold.’ 

ASU FEATURES 



I INDIAN TENNIS 


L BANDER PAES Indian tennis, Ramesh 

strolled In and Krishnan excluded, 

won the East The point was. what 

India Tennis was he doing In the 
Championsh jps and tournament, and what 

nobody blinked, because did he hope to gain from 
fellas, it wasn't news. For playing it? Two-fold 
a while though, when question, so two-fold 

Asiflsmail shook him up answer, 
a litt le in 1 he semi finals. Denied a wild card into 

(yebrows did flutter, the Epson Singapore 

pens did poise, but Paes SuperTennls, Paes had 

eventually won 7-6,7-6 two weeks to spare 
and everybody decided, before the Hong Kong 
well that was going to Salem Open, which is 
happen an)fway. so no just about when former 

big deal here either. Face BAT coach Dave O’Meara 

It. two months from 19. flew Into town. 

Paes is non parcll m A genial, erudite fellow 


with a drill sergeant's Paes' game. But 
penchant for discipline. developing new strokes. 
O'Meara has been signed fine tuning others and 

on as Paes’personal advocating fresh 
travelling strategy is all veiy well in 

coach—whether he can practice—the issue is 

use his 'special' enforc Ing the changes In 

relationship with Paes to actual matchplay. And 
mould him into a finer that's exactly prhere the 

player will, of course, be East India Tennis 

seen over the next twelve Championships came in. 

months. Elxperlmentlng during 

Nevertheless, reunited matchplay is not an easy 
after a two-year break. business, for the greater 

the two weeks presented good of introducing a 

a perfect opportunity for new stroke, means 

O’Meara to rediscover risking losing a match, 

his former protege and And when you’re dealing 
work on a few glitches in with a fellow like Paes. 


EAST INDIA TENNIS 



Eventual champion Leander Paes used the tournament to 
experiment, while Asiflsmail and Gaurav Natekar looked for some 
form to take into the Davis Cup trials • 
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whose dictionary of 
tennis does not happily 
include that word, then it 
can be tough. 

And that’s exactly 
what happened against 
Ismail. Tile lanky, 
likeable Bombay dude, 
with a serve that 
scorches, played some 
pleasing capable tennis, 
enough to make Paes 
abandon hi.s experiment 
and revert to type. That 
Pac.s won after being 
down 1 -5 in the .s<*cond 
set tie-breaker is 
testament again to his 
ability to And courage 
and class on the big 
points, the difference 
eventually between 
being the best and one of 
the guys. 

Happily in the Anal 
against Gaurav Natekar 
{who beat Enrico Plpemo 
to get there), Paes shut 
out the past, and gave a 
glimpse of the future—all 
the lessons he Icamt that 
week were on show. 
Dropping his left 
shoulder on the serve 
and tossing the ball 
higher he is getting more 
power, and at 5' 10" 
Inches he’s going to have 
to take what he can get. 

1 Its returns showed a 
fre.sh fluency, his 
backhand crackled, his 
volleying is still 
delightful and he cruised 
through 6-4.6-3 playing 
percentage tennis of a 
line order. He still tends 
to go for too much on his 
returns, and is j 

strangely, easily 
distracted by a rest less 
crowd, but. no doubt, 
that too is on O'Meara’s 
agenda of things to work j 
on. I 

If Paes used the 
tournament for a specifle 
purpose, so too in a 
.sense Natekar and 
Ismail: th^ were looking 
for some fonn to take Into 
the Davis Cup trials. 
OnApril 14. ISand 16 i 


both of them, with Akash Association) prior to tile tie and then 

Lamba and Rohlt Reddy. recommended Asif select the fourth- 

are scheduled to play a Ismail. But since Kumar, member. Had the tie 

round robin to decide inexplicably, is not on beenlnlndlaagainstthe- 

who will be the fourth the selection committee. Philippines, as expected, 

member of the team for that may remain just a this was perfect—hut 

t he tie against Indonesia view. taking six to Indonesia is 

in early May. What Kumar usually not viable. 

But should there be a advocates, like Neale But paradoxically, 

round robin at all? Fraser does in Australia, and Kumar would 

To begin with, reliable is to pick a squad of probably agree, form 

.sources confirm that the six—Krishnan. Paes and cannot ever be the sole 

Davis Cup captain Zeeshan All are already criterion. Whlqh Is why, . 

Naresh Kumar, when sure shots—check the even though Ismail has 

asked for his views by the form, attitude and been sometimes erratic. 

AITA {All India Tennis usefulness of the rest merely a question of 








focussing more Intently 
during matches, he is 
the ideal choice. 
Natekar, quite 
understandably, may 

argue considering he 
beatlsmail In three sets 
in Goa last month, but 
herein again we have a 
problem 

Natekar is clever, but 
he does not have the 
style of game, read pace 
and strength to be 
threatening at the 


Ismail ponders his future; 
a class act if ho 
concentrates 


tJalok.ac cievc tjul neoil'- 
soma mu -.clc 







international level 
Conversely Ismail, with a 
big Serve, has the power 
to hold his own—as 
evidenced 1^ how for he 
pushed Paes—even in 
Davis Cup ties This is 
relevant, because the 
fourth member today is 
never a hanger-on, he is 
always primed to play 
should the situation 
(ulse. Neverthless, if 
Natdcarwlns>the 
round-robin it's going to 
bis difficult to arfi^e 
Perhaps, what is 
required, is to 


immediately be^n 
assembling a potential 
squad for ffie future. In 
two years, Ramesh 
Krlshnan will probably 
have relinquished his 
place, and we should 
alreocty have our 
alternatives ready by 
then. If Natekar and 
Ismail are the two best 
a^«ilable prospects at 
present, then both 
should be taken to 
IndoneslSt to experience 
and understand v^at 
Davis Cup competition is 
all about 


Whatever, the 
round-robin is not Uie 
answer Itwouldbea 
tragedy if Ismail has an 
ofrday,orNatelqu- 
spralns an apkle during 
that week, for it 
effectively might leave us 
with someone who does 
not belong in the team. 
Rigidity always makes 
litue sense and the Davis 
Cup selection committee 
need to find a more 
rational and 
professional mode of 
selection. This is close, 
but not good anouj^. • 
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SMvaJi Ganguly will be conducting a special 
week-long camp on self-defence during the third 
week of May at the Kyokushinkailan Karate 
headquarters at Haiish Park. Persons with a 
backffound in martial arts may contact the above 
mentioned at 136 Hatlsh Muldierjee Road. 
Calcutta 25. 
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T HEesprft 
de carps 
«iilch 
brought 
Fkance 
thetrfirst * 
Davis Cup triumph after 
SQy^arsendedln 
acalmoi^. Yannick Noah 
relinquldiedthe 
captaincy and critlCAed 
the complacency of his 
leading pbyers, 
inovoiring an angiy 
response. They were 
obvlcnisiy not happy 
musketeens. 

Noah }iad confided to 


the squad lastmonth 
that he would be leaving 
his post at the end of the 
year, to devote his time to 
music, films and cduutty. 
A quarter-final ddeat 
3-2. by unseeded 
Switzerland In Nlmes 
.ended his 
unbeaten run and 
hastened the departure. 

Henri Leconte and Ouy 
Foiget, who had carried 
thecaptam 

kbcnilder-hl^ fixmi the 
court after defeating the 
United States to win the 
Davis Cup wue droi^red 


French Davis Cup captain, Yannick 
Noah tendered in his resignation 
amidst unceremonious circumstan^ 
ces when holders France, struck by 
complacency, fell to lowly rated 
Switzerland 












for the singles rubbers 
against the Swiss. Noah 
had decided they lacked 
form and fitness. 

After their 

replacements. Thierry 
Champion and Amaud 

Boetsch. had failed to 
keep the holders In the 
competition, there were 
recriminations for 
Leconte and Forget, the 
heroes of Lyon. 
“Basically, it was a case 
of two guys who said. 
•We’ve won the Cup. 
that's great'.’’ Noah said 
In an interview with 
VBquipe. 

He continued: ’’Henri 
said. The Davis Cup is 
my life’. No, his life Is to 
play and win matches. 
It’s not because he’s won 
once that everything is 
accomplished. Look at 
Guy’s results since the 
banning of the year. 
Fine, he teat Ivan Lendl, 
but. In comparison with 
his ablllly. he has not 
.come up to his real level. 
Henri has won one 
match. I feared this 
would happen. We even 
spoke about It on the 
night we won the Cup. 
The guys agreed with me. 
Th^ won’t be surprised 
to read this.” 

Leconte seemed 
shocked. ’Tm sorry these 
remarks were made and 
that Yannick has It in for 
us.” he said. ”I find that 
stupid and idiotic. It 
leaves an unpleasant 
taste in the mouth. 
Everyone has to take his 
share of the blame. 

When the captain 
announces he will be 
leaving by next season, 
ps^hoioglcally you 
don't approach the tie In 
the same we^. It wasn’t 
good to tell us first.” 

Noah. 31. will continue 

Laeonfes was romanelng 

Sab^lihataadof 

priolialne 
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Forotfa Inlurvd wri»t and 

haetie aehadula upaat 
Noah’airtana 

to act as a consultant to 
the French tiennls 
Federation, ^ose 
oGQdals ejqiressed the 
hope that be would 
change his mind about 
the captaincy. Foiget 
has already tried to talk 
him round. “I told him I 
would like him to stay 
on," he sal4,. "We will talk 
about It agi^. Yannick 
is irreplaceable." 

Leconte was not too 
sure. "It's a pity, because 
we get on esttremety well, 
and It’s a shame to finish 
on a losing note." he said, 
"butYannlbkhas 
created a team spirit 
which we can c£^ on 
without him." 

, Noah’s captaincy 
nested precisely ayear. 
He first sat in a courtslde 
chair for a tie against 
Israel in Rennes on 
March 29,1991, and last 
occupied the position on 
March 29.1992. "IVe 
been the black captain of 
the French team, but 
nowlwanttodo 
something else." he said. 
“In five or ^years’ time, 
we will see...” 

The first strains of his 
farewell were heard on 
the night of celebration 
in Lyon, when the 
Frdnch team danced a 
conga and sang his 
Feg^sli^e,“Saga 
Afilca". He Is currentfy 
writing sortgs for a new 
alburn and hopes to be 
ghren tun opportunliy to 
act bi films. He Is 
spending time now 
pliqrlng exhibition 
matches to raise money 
for children's hospitals. 

ThoughHoah 
continued to express 
enthusiasm and - 
' ^tlmlsm about the 
fWch cause when 
Leconte and Fprget 
wNtewa^ed Biit^ in 


'■for--'■ i. 
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the opening round this 
year, his mind was 
already filling with 
alternative projects. 

One of these is a tennis 
and music novelty event 
schedvded for Pa:^' 
Bercy shortly bdbredre 
French Open. Separate 




draws of 10 men and 10 
womoi are to play 
tie>break sets on a blue 
clay court, with the 
wirmers meeting In a 
mixed final. As an added 
attraction, "music" is to 
be provided by Boris 
Be^er, John McEnroe 
and Mats WUander. # 













Interesting snippets from the world media that we don’t get to hear about 



M Kson, 

fighting 

boredom 

after a few days in prison, 
haa joined a work detail 


I' 


, 1 ,. 




mopping floors and 
washing dishes. 

He asked for the duties 
because ‘it helps pass the 
time*, a prison 
spokesman said. Tyson, 
25, is being held for now 
at a processing centre in 
Plainsfield, near 
Indianapolis. The 


spokesman said Tyson 
would probably be there 
for a few more weeks 
before being sent to 
another State prison. 




Alesvutdro Nannlai, 
the Italian Formula One 





driv&fb^Iatite 
wrecl^e of a crashed 
helict^ter uitb his right 
forearm serened. Bat 
ever since that day his 
recovery has been 
dramatic if not 
miracuious. # 

Although he has not 
been abie to step back 
into the cockpit of a 
Formula One car he 
made a reature into 
racing once again, thanks 
to the surgeons who 
managed to sew back his 
arm. 

DrivinganAifs 
Romeo, he came sixth in 
the Itaiian grand touHsm 
championship at Monxa. 
Nannini, 31, spun off the 
track to avoid a coiiision 
when in second piece, 
but fought back in the 
iastfewiaps. 

"My hand has IS per 
cent of functions, 
aithough I have no 
probiems in using the 
gear. Doctors say I can 
improve 60per cent,"he 
said. 

He added, “Getting 
back into Formula One is 
something I wiii have to 
wait and see about.” 


SWAT TEAM 




JLimprove Beijing's 
chances of being 
awarded the 2000 
Olympic Games when 
the International 
Olympic Committee 
makes its selection in 
1994. the cl^s 
government has ordered 
residents to swat as 
many flies as possible. 
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BBCKENBAUBR. 
die freiMr soecer star 
adM coached the West 
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Gennan team to the 
World Cup In 1990, plans 
to Imlp the U.S. team 
prepare for die 1994 
tournament 
“Yes,! will go there 
and help them before the 
world championships, 
but only for a couple of 
weeks a year," he said. 


jrWEGO MARADONA, 
M^tbe former 
Argentine soccer captain 
whose worldvride ban 
from the professional 
game expires in July, has 
ruled out a return to the 
Italian club, Napoli. 





Maradona has rafuMd to 
play for NapoH 


His contract with 
Napoli does not expire 
tmtliuUd-i993, anddtls 
hasresultedln 
^peculations that he 
ml^t return to^eclub 
nextseason. 

"I won’t go back 
therey” Maradona said, 
see wkyt should 
retnn tottefy. it Isa 
daoedhoM^ 
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THOSE UmPCOlinHEIITALS 

N ever MIND the 
pink passports, 
those Continentals are 
up to something far more 
sinister ThQrwantto 
Europeanise cricked 
Se^n countries met In 
Munich to plan a club 
tournament and a 


BackantMuar will help 
out the U.S. soceartaam 

European nations 
championship, as well as 
warning ICC. cricket s 
world governing body 
Cricket In mainland 
Europe is no longer a 
game played by a few 
expatriates with nothing 


SPORTING 


better to do on a Sunday 
afternoon 
So says Simone 
Gamblno chairman 
the European Cricket 
Federation The 
federation will promote 
the game Independently 
of the ICC Austria. 
Belgium. France. 
Germany. Greece. Italy 
and Switzerland are the 
members and Sweden. 
Spain and the Channel 
Islands are Interested In 
Joining 


FEET IIP FOR AOS 


fW^OPRO boxers have 
JL been ottered £900 
eachtocarryan 
advertising logo on the 
sole of Aeir boots, In the 
hope thatthey will be 
knocked out during a 
championship recently. 

The unfortunate fact is 
that the sponsors these 
two boxers are ho^ng 
that they get knocked out 
so thatUmadcan be 
seen. How crmi can 
people get! • 
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Thls¥fcckinthc 
histoiy of sport 


TTENRY AARON of the 
JIJLAtlanta Braves 
shattered the 
40-year-old record of 
Bal^ Ruth’s 714 home 
runs In American 
baseball when he 
notched up his 715th on 
April 8,1974. 

O NApril9,1845,a 

game off’telegraph 
chess'—^In which the 


moves are transmitted 
by telegraph—was 
played between H. 
Staunton and Kennedy 
at Portsmouth and sothe 
players In London. 

O NApril10,1889 

wrestler Ram 
Chandra Chatteijee 
ascended in a baUoon 
with Perceival Spencer in 
Calcutta to become the 
Arst Indian to ascend In a 
balloon. 

S ETTING an Indian 
record for the longest 


out and return flight in 
gliding V.B. Gupta and 
R.K. Wason gilded 96 
miles from Delhi on April 
11,1963. 

T he 13-year old 

motorcycle speed 
record of 174 mph set by 
E. Henne was broken by 
Wilhelm Hertz when he 
rode .at 180 mph in 
Germany on April 18, 
1950. 

E dward 11 of Eng¬ 
land issued a 
proclamation on 


on April 13,1314 

forbidding the game of 
football 'as there Is a 
great noise in the city 
caused by hustling over 
large balls from which 
many evils might arise.... 

T he Hrst Monaco 
Grand Prlx motor 
race was run ibund the 
narrow streets of Monte 
Carlo on April 14^ 1929, 
and was won William 
of Great Britain in a 
Bugati. 

A Jl. Sharif 


MILESTONES 


oQii^nMmtb 




Condiita'31g2Cthiez6;i«6'4hithe1%haltb«^ 
tide for theseepnd consecutive Umei ^ 
lf!kfcByAarcSit^cks«emth«P|mapo0tdtM^&^ 
Af)rl(xd>T'^nls'Tbuniainetit. He.d^^ted ■' I S *i 
Ale*tefo»V<rfkovof1iht8Ste6*4V6-4f^^ ,7; 

l^.'CdrTos Costav im 0h(*ee<iBd|d4®^.'isW’^ 
$000,000 Estoril OpenT^Hfois toOriiamen£for;>Hlii''■ ’-t 
flmt^TFtitle. He(fofeated^tkgIBrt]guer8.4^;(^ 
6-2ftithe^ 

Indies; their 
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MSgaztne Tennis 


West Indies 
Wined offthe South 


In42<2.(w6r9; 

nWlMyk the ^ 

bsiredl^piM 
Oilftapk». This fohedauSeiMBt^^ 
Mussedfq Husii^testecIpOhi^^ 
during thexeq^y 



















QUIZ 


QUESTIONS 

1. Where and when did VivRicharcIs 
score 189*, the higheat In 
International cricket? 

2. Who became the first Englishman 
to exceed 150inaone-day 
International? 

3. What is common to Fred 
Trueman, Richie Benaud and 
Frank Tyson? 

4. Who made the possibilities of 
glance apparent? 

5. Can umpires award a match to a 
side? 

6. Whose autobiography is 
Spinner’s Yam? 

7. Which is Imran Khan’s favourite 
cricket ground? 

8. Who is the odd man out of Joel 
Gamer, Charlie Griffith, Malcolm 
Marshall and Michael Holding? 

9. What is common to Derek Pnngie, 
Chris Smith and Tony Greig? 


ANSWERS 

1. Old Trafford, 1984. 

2. David Gower. 

3. Each of them took up cricket 
commentary. 

4. K.S. Ranjitsinhji. 

5. Yes, if a side refuses to play, or 
concedes defeat, the umpires 
'shall award the match to the other 
side.’ 

6. Ian Peebles. 

7. Melbourne Cricket Ground. 

8. Michael Holding who played for 
Jamaica (while the other three 
played for Barbados). 

9. Th^ were bom In Africa. 


CHESS 

V IKTORKORCHNOYlsflnaUy 
muttering dark threats about 
retirement. nobo<i(y beliefs 
the 62'year old edio vron his first 
International tournament AOyears 
ago. And he’s sttU playing 
poweT'Chess. Like this masteity 
counter-attack. 

White: Van Der Wlel Vs Black: 
Korchnoy Rotterdam *91. 


1 •4s62d4dS3Ns3NfB4Bg5Be7SsS 
Nfd7eBi7Qt77f«(MINI3c89Ckl2 Ne6 
1004MINb6. 

Korchtu^ used to make a habit of 
playing and winning the sUghtfy 
inferior endgame amr 10—cdA 11 
Nd4 Nd412 Qd4 Qc5. 'Ihls Ume he 
goes for a theoretical line where the 
“Greek Gift" sac on h7 figures 
heavily. 11 dcS QeS 12 Bd3 Bd713 BhTI? 

Anewtry. Previous^ white has 
waited a move with 13Kbl RacB 14 
Bh7l? as in Sax—Tlmman 
Amsterdam'91. 

13-Kh714 NgS KgB 15 Qd3 RM16 Qh7 
KfS 17 Rhsi Qb41$ Qh8 Ks719 Qh4. 

(see diagram) Black has 
apparently got problems because 
of the discovered check and 19-46 
exposes the king further. 

19—Kd8ii20Ne6Kc821 a3Qe7. White 
had to assist in recentralising the 
black queen, because of the 
21—Nc4 threat. 

22 NgS f6 23 sefgS 24 sd7 Qd7 25 QgS 
Rel 26Rs1 a6l27fSKb628IMKs729Rg8 
ReS 30 Rg7 Rel 31 Ndl CM 32f6Qs433 
Qd2 Ne4 34 012 No3l (0-1). Black has a 
mating attack. 


NORTH (durnn^ 

« jiosa 
« AO was 
• aa 

A 53 


T iming is one of the most 
important factors In any game 
and bridge is no exception. Cta 
today's hand from the last 
European championship, South, 
John Armstrong of the wiiming 
British team, playing m a 
no-trump game agatot Poland, 
found a winning line of play that 
had eluded even the Vu-graph 
commentators who had the 
advantage of being able to see all 
four hands:* 


WEST 
« Q37S 

• 54 

• J875 

• J42 


EAST 
A K8 
« KS72 
• 054 
A 10557 



SOUTH 
A A43 
A J5 
* AK103 
A AKQ8 

Ml^nning the openlr^ club lead, 
declarer could see that he had 
seven top tricks and needed to 
develop two more. Due to the 
paucity of entries to dumnty, there 
was not much hope of developing 
more than one (in addition to the 
ace) in spades and the hopes 
seemed to lie In the heart suit. The 
Viewgraph commentators 
predicted that South would lead 
the heart Jack and pass it. All would 
be well if East takes his king but 
one cannot eiqTect such soft 
defence in international events 
and surely East would duck the 
heart jack to shut out dumntys 
long suit. The commentators did 
not expect this expert declarer to 
naivety believe that the heart 
finesse had necessarity worked 
when the jack holds but they could 
not see how he could avoid 
repeating the doomed heart finesse. 

Armstrong, as expected, led and 
passed the heart jack at trick two 
and East smoothly ducked the 
heart jack. Contr^ to 
predictions, though, declarer 
proceeded to demonstrate to the 
commentators that there was a 
second string to his bow. Realising 
that now, wlA the eighth trick In 
his bag. he needed to develop cmty 
one more, he changed tack, 
swltchli^ to spades, leading a low 
one firom hand. If West won and 
attacked hearts. Armstrong could 
go up with dummy’s ace and lead 
the spade jack frcm dumnty, 
hoping to find East with one of the 
spule honours. In actual play. 

East won the first spade and, 
unable to attack hearts firom his 
side, retumedaclub. South won. 
cashed the spade ace and gave up a 
second spade to set up dunuity’s 
last spade for the ninth trick with 
the heart ace as entry. 













T he World Cup 1992 
witnessed a new 
champion^Q (he world 
cricketing circle. 

Pakistan. And if a team deserved to 
win it was this team from the 
sub- continent. One can surely 
attnbute India's poor performance 
to the lack of flghtlng spirit in the 
team. 

But t hen how can we instil the 
lighting spirit when the team is 
being shuiiled around so much. In 
the past dwadcjwe have seen no 
less than five captains and a lot of 
new players who came into the 
team for a scries and then are not 
given a second chance. The 
question that arises at this point is: 
if these players are chosen Into the 
team on the basis of their merit 
then why aren't they given enough 
chances to prove themselves? Why | 
are they discarded, and in their 
place, why are players who have 
certainly seen better days, 
persisted with? 

This unfortunately is the plight 
of cricket in the country and the 
most surprising aspect is that the 
BCCI is not takUig any steps in the 
nght direction. Indian cricket it 
like a rudderless ship thatjust 
keeps floating in the sea of cricket. 

I suppose that we Indian cricket 
supporters are extremely 
unluchy—unluclqr to love cricket 
and moreover, love Indian cricket. 
ANJAN MAJUMDAR. 

Calcutta. 




Good show, Pakistan 


H earty congratulations to 
Pakistan for a bravely fought, 
determined and finally deserving 
victory in the fifth World Cup. 
Imran Khan and Co. has shown the 
world that great achievements can 
be accomplished through true 
team spirit cUid hard work. 


Imran Khan: a dream 
finally realised 

Under the able leadership of 
Imran Khan the Pakistan team 
fought many valiant battles and 
came out victorious. The other 
teams in the competition specially 
the Indian team should learn some 
lessons from them on motivation, 
determination, dedication and 
above all team spirit. 

And with this win Imran Khan’s 
ambition to build the cancer 
hospital in memory of his late 
mother will receive much help and 
aid from his well-wishers all 
around the globe. 

S. BACHANJEET SINGH. 
Hyderabad. 


Deserving victory 


T he Pakistan cricket team has 
deservingly lifted the most 
prestigious trophy in cricket, for 

the first time. Never had a host 
nation won the tournament and 
this year though Australia were 
tflp)^ off as £e favourites 
initially thi^ never displayed the 
form that they ivere thou^t 
capable of. 

The most Important winning 
attributes clearly discemable In 
Pakistan’s batting, bowling and 
fielding, was their team spirit, 
coupl^ with their determination, 
application and their total 
confidence in their ability. 

Th^ were able to get their act 
together and peak at the right time 
The men who certainly deserved a 
lot of credit for this performance Is 
none other than the captain, Inuan 


Khan. He simply was the moving 
force behind his team’s 
performance. 

He Is the one captain who led 
from the front. He, by his shrewd 
captaincy, intelligent handling of 
boaters and field placings made 
sure that his team won &e Cup. 
And this certainly was the 
crowning glory of his career. 

His obsession to build a cancer 
hospital in memory of his late 
mother, is surely going to get a big 
boost afterthis vlctoiy. 

M. R. SIDDIQUE. 

Kanpur. 


A paid holiday? 


T he Indian wicket team’s 
performance Down Under 
looked as if it was nothing more 
than a paid holiday for them. In the 
field, they didn’t look at all like th(^ 
were playing cricket for t heir 
country and that t heir country’s 
honour was at stake. They 
certainly did not give their 
supporters or fans any! hing to 
cheer about. 

Now as after every dismal series, 

1 his time loo, there will be 
post-mortems and some people are j 
going to be made the scapegoats. I 
but then no concrete steps will be 
taken and the next series will see 
the same results. 

ANANDSHARMA. 

Madras. 


A bowler par excellence 


T here is no doubt that Waslm 
Akram was one of the best 
bowlers on view during the World 
Cup. There was no batsmen who 
could escape from his impeccable 
bowling. 

His action is so difficult tojudge 
that the batsmen find it very 
difficult tb play their shots. He is 
the backbone of the Pakistan 
attack, and if he succeeds in 
controlling his erritic line and 
length (and not give away too many 
extras) he will certainly blossom 
into a dangerous bowler. He 
certainly deserved the ’Player of the 
Fliud’award that was given to him. 
5HWETA.av; 

Bangalore, 
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NEW DELHI 


Inter-University 

Korfball 


K ORFBALL Is still to catch on 
with university students. The 
second All India-lnter-Unlverslty 
Korfball tournament held at the 
University of Delhi stadium was a 
low key affair. Only three 
unlversltle8,hosts Delhi, Agra and 
Kurukshetra. took 
part. 

Agra University emerged the 
champs when they beat hosts. 
University of Delhi 10-8 In a well 
contested final: In the first half, 
both team fought doggedly to score 

six points each. 

International Asha Vaslstha 
ended up as the top scorer for Agra 
with five goals, while skipper 
Ashok Kumar scored five goals for 
the hosts Delhi. 

Earlier In the semi-finals, Delhi 
defeated Kurukshetra 13-8, In the 



Agra University was the winners 
of the Inter-University Korfball 
championships ' 

other semi-final, Agra, got a walk 
over from holders MaharlShl 


Dayanand University (Rohtak). 

Dr. G. S. Slvla, Jt Secretary. 
Association of Indian Universities 
gave away the prizes. 

Suresii Kumar Lau 
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NEV^ DELHI 


YMCA Boxing 


A RECORD number of540 parti* 
dpants Including 250 civili* 
ana as well as a six-member Thai 
team took part in the annual YMCA 
boxing championships held at 
their premises on Jal Sin^ Road. 

Dhcumendra Singh Yadav was 
adjudged the best tmer of the 
meetOtherwlnnersvrareTUk - 
Bahadur Thapa in the lightweight 
category while Sunil Sasne won the 
welterweight gold. Manjit Pal 
Singh won the gold in the middle¬ 
weight category while the biggest 
upset was when Sar^ay^Jse I 
defeated the Thai b<»(er and was 
the only IndUm boxer to do so. The 
Thai bmers won three golds in vari¬ 
ous other weight categories. 

General S.F.ltodrigues, Chief of 
the Army Staff, was the Chief Guest 
and ^ve away the prizes. 


Clomt of thtThai bmcsrs who 
tp^ part In iho YliKSA Boxing 
ehamplohshlps 
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N opain.no 

OMNi»one 
maxim that 
eveiy fitness 
enthusiast has heard at< 
one time or the other In 
fact, this Is the ‘mantra’ 
for people who are Into 
pumping weights But 
this is one saying that is 
very often 

misunderstood So this 
wedc let us delve Into the 
very meaning of paint for 
the guys who are fitness 
conscious and pump 
weights to keep in shape. 

Growth often involves 
pain Notalvrays. But 
often. At the very least, 
growth is disruptive. 
Growth requires change, 
and change, 1^ 
definition Involves 
restruchuing 
Restructuring first lequls. 
es a destructuring The 
existing structure must 
to some degree be 
destructui^ in order 
that the new structure be 
created The sequence of 
growth can be visualised 
as a process of 
destroying the old 
structure to allow the 
reconstituting 6f a more 
advanced structure. 

Pain accompanies both 
these stages. 

To Illustrate this point 
further let us consider 
the basic phenomenon of 
pumping Iron. The 
bodybuilder has a 
muscle of a particular 
shape, size and povwr. 
Wanting to grow it to a 
more desired size and 
shape, he or she 
exercises hard Hard 
working of a muscle 
creates a bum during 
part of the ecercise set 
The bum may bea 
sharp, hot feeling or it 
nuy be more of a deep 
ache. It nu^ vary from 
slight to alMOlutely 
agonlsltig. Hils bum 
results from the build-up 
oflacUcaddand 
perhaps Other chemicals 
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In the muscle tissues as 
bx-products of the woilc 
p^onned. This Is 
because the muscle has 
been overioaded. This 
omioad In turn causes 
some degree of 
structui^ alteration. 

And along with the 
structural alteration 
there is some 
destructuring. It will 
require several hours, 
and perhaps several 
days for the muscle to 
reconstitute, to repair 
and then to rebuild. 
During this process of 
repair, there will 
probably be soreness In 
the muscle. 

This soreness may 
vary from slight and 
aljnost Imperceptible to 
real agonising pains. It is 
currently believed that 
the hext day soreness’ Is 
the result of micro tears 
In the muscle tissue. The 
damaged muscle tissue 
is repaired beyond its 
state prior to the 
damage The old 
structure was to some 
extent tom down so that 
it could be rebuilt In 




other words the new . 
restructured muscle Is 
stronger than the muscle 
that was tom down to 
build this new muscle. 
This also explains why 
after exercl^ng with the 
same poundage for a 
couple of weelm one finds 
Iteasier to handle the 
poundage and the 
exercises do not produce 
the same humlng effect 
as before'. Hence the 
poundage is increased, 
and before long the 
muscles get ut^ to this 
extra poundage too. And* 
the process continues. 


PAIN 





to be stronger the^. 

' muscles have to be made 
bigger. Thus the fitn&sl 
enthusiast grows bigger 
and in the process builds 
more shapely muscles. 

One of the most 
revealing Incidents of 
pain Is offered fay the 
‘guru* of body building. 
Arnold Schwarzenegger 
Waptlngto shock his 
muscles into growth^^ 
.iaSa training partne^ 
wotUd take the weights 
Into the country and 
exercise one bcxty part 
for hours. On one such 
outing, he reports to 
have done fi%-five sets 
of squats! His 
assessment was that his 
muscles were given no 
chance of sur^dval than 
to grow. He admits that 
he and his partner 
underwent a lot of pain 
before he got the results, 
but the results sure^ 
wowed everyone. 

The key to this 
conversion of pain Into 
pleasure Is the shift In Its 
meaning. Pain In Itself Is 
a very strong sensation 
which demands 
attention. But the 
attention a pain gets 
varies from Individual to 
Individual. For some the 
pains are perceived as 
danger signals (these 
people are usualfy the 
phobic types). Hence 
these people believe th^ 
are actually hurting 
themselves when a 
muscle bum b^lns to 
develop. Ulmwlse, 
next'dcty muscle 
soreness is thought of as 
evidence that the 
exercise was overdone. 
Hence this guy always 
reacts with some degree 
of fear whenever a 
muscle bum or muscle 
soreness arises. And 
thus being phobic this 
fitness enBiuslast 
undertialhs and then 
wonders why he never 
got ffiedeslrkl results. I 


Gn the other en<j||, ffft he 
sccdeare^ysadio^ < 
Impulsive by>natuic and • 
will i^ore the pcfins 6f 
training, thlnldngthem 
to be meaningless, or 
interpret these as 
messes to forge ahead 
without a bit of 
caution. The problem 
with this type of fitness 
freaks is the frillure to 
differentiate the growth 
palnsjbums and the 
next-day soreness) from 
the pains of injury. This 
type does not perceive 
the sharp pain In the 
elbow Joint during a set of 
French curls as a 
warning to intenrupt this 
set Immediately This 
lifter Is particularly very 
vulnerable to injury 

The other type Is the 
person who can 
differentiate between the 
two types of pains and 
knows exactly when to 
stop. He Is the one who is 
most likely to perceive 
the pain correctly and 
then act accordingly. 

This guy will perceive 
sharp pains in the 
muscles and Joints as 
danger signals that have 
to be attended to quickly. 
He will certainly not be 
the one to work through 
the pain. Actualty It Is 
this type vdto will make 
the shift, converting the 
growing pains Into 
pleasure. 

For the dedicated gity 
on fitness avenue, the 
pains of muscle bums 
and noct day soreness 
are the price of growth, a 
price that he or she Is 
willing, and perhaps 
eager to pay. But this 
payment requires a lot of 
discipline. Now it is upto 
the reader to Interpret 
the adage'no pain no 
galn':,ln the most 
sensible way, and realise 
the best moment to call It 
a dcty at the g^. or the 
time to head for the 
physio's chambers. 0 
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don't like competition’’. Who said that? Andre Ap»si 

“I’m about as happy as a faggot in a submarine”. Who said that? 

Ancke Agassi 

Why does Agassi play tennis if he dislikes competition: why can’t he 
turn up at press conferences without his foot in his mouth? 

wnth Andre Agassi there are always questions, but never any answers. 

'The world’s only walklng,talklng neon sign, and undisputal^ a potentiaUy 
clasqr player, has managed In his so called ‘phenomenal’ career, to setjust one 
record: no athlete has so quickly become the butt of everybody’s Jokes; no star has 
ever been taken so non-seriously. “Bright Lights. Big Pity” wrote someone about 
Agassi, and he was right. 

Agassi bashing in £e last few years has become an universal pastime —and if, 
on occasion, it has been overdone, the player himself has done too little, and talk^ 
too much tripe, to reverse this opinion. 

Agassi is yet to win a Grand Slam title, yet amazing^ is heralded as a 
superstar—and the problem is. he believes it. But someone should tell him that 
history does not deal with Impostors, it onfy has space and time for achievers. 

The sadness about Agassi is that behind the im^e, the on^ thing he cares 
about, lies a player of enviable gifts, a player surefy destined, one would thirik. for 
greatness. But when? 

Agassi has been threatening to ’happen’.to ‘arrive’, to ‘conquer’, for the past three 
years, and we’re still waiting. And now. even he is getting worried. 

Last fortnight, hewaskayoed6-4,6-4Bryan Shelton at K^Blscayne. and 
our protagonist who has won, at the time of writing, on^ four matches this year, 
could onh'’ say, “You get used to the losing”. 

The Las Veglan’s problems have been two>fold and neither seem to have been, 
overcome. The first was his attitude to matchplay, which if always strangely 
bizarre, has not realty changed so it seems. As he said at Key Biscayne: “I’m not 
rising to the occasion like I should. Ri^tnow, the thought ofgolng onto a tennis 
court is not exciting and that's discouraging". 

The second issue was the obviously bad advice that his entourage. Including 
coach Nick BoUittlerl was feeding him—like, for Instance, skipping Wimbledon for 
three years (1988-90) and never playing the Australian Open. The Australian 
Open has brcome a must for every player, because so competitive is the circuit, 
thataquick, successful start to theyear is vital. This year McEnroe. Lendl, Becker. 
Edbeig, Chang. Stlch and Foiget were there, but no Agassi. And now with his 
ranking having slipped to an al^smalty low No. 16 (the lowest since 1987) he 
admits the error of his approach: “I think staying at home for the first six weeks at 


personality has taken a beating, and now so has his game—mnn here, as the cliche 
goes, there’s only one way he can go; And that’s up. 

The summer in Europe, most oflt on clay, offers him the opportunity to salvage 
something this year, but ontylfhe can zip im his mouth and let his racket sing. 
Perhaps then, flnalty, the image mi^liedoffand the real Andre—the playeP'--wilI 
emerge. We’re stUl waiting. 
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H ow Boris Becker 
described hi^ feelings 
when he first noQced actress 
Barbara Feltus, the new lofve 
In his life, at a hotel in 
Munich: *lt felt as though I 
had been struck 
lightning." 

VAjTHAT Soterios 
w w Sampras, Pete’s father, 
did the first time Pete played 
in a match that was 
broadcast on network TV: He 
went outside to wash the car. 

H OW a magician once 
ofieredtoshowhis 
loyalty to Monica Seles: By 
ti^notizix^ ho* opp<Hiento. 

O PPONENTthat ISSOs 
star Lew Hoad says was 
easily the best man he ever 
play^: Paiubo Gonzales. 

T he most important 
exercise for a tennis 
pk^er, accordingto 19608 
stajndout and current TV 
tennis ana]^ Fred Stolle: 
Sit-ups. 

^^NLYunseeded playerto 
Vrbeat Martina 
Navratilova in the last ei^t 
years: Anke Huber. 

N umber of tennis courts 
in the South Afilcan 
towlMh^) of Soweto vdikth 
hiusinoiie thanSmiUtiHi 
peo|^e:6. 
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each <^er between points, 
according tpOr. Loehr: 17. 

\ VERAGEageofthe 
./Awomen Grand Slam 
tournament singles 
chatnpionsin 1986:30 
years, 3m<mths. 

A VERAGEageofthe 
xsLwomen Grand Slam 
tournament singles 
chami^onsln 1991:18 
years.5m<Hnths> 
'^AfUMBERolwoids in the 
London TimesUBU 
olHhiaiyofMcyorWalter 


pro tevidtdwrd to eadi 
betwem acfxiixSng to 






Festhalle: ’Tennis without 
B(h1s is like a rocket without 
fuel. 

ILVOW Bjorn Boig 
XAdescribed his 
ballyhooed tournanwnt 
comeback a year ago! *Tt was 
Uke theThird World War had 
broken out in Monte Carto." 
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JLmNoah idcleed Steffi Graf 
as the sexiest player on the 
wmnen's tennlsifiroult in his 
raflngi fcNT Penthouse 
magsiane: "l^ells beautffiil 
andseiiy^ Her jOaadessbody 
fosdnatesine"* 


toumameiH for British 
ofiieetototndiawas 
pestoOhedin 1880: A 






SOCCER NEWS 


Soccer today has the 
power, the glory and of 
course the money 
which combine as 
stimulants to make it 
one of the most 
commercially viable 
sports in the world 


M ONLYisa 
pnradif'm of 
power alle.ist 
in tilt arena of 
professional 
soctc I whcip 
millions of Ians and pa'tK ipants 
have Iht ftanieon a < onstanl roll 
As (Ik stadiums tlnontf with 
(hundeious applausi' 
pi oil sslonal soi < er hiu kli s to (hi 
swi < 1 sedut lion ol money Allt r 
motoi I aunt* l>oxlnf> and It nnis 
SOI < Cl IS (lie best payin/i; ol all 
afy»icssive flames today Herut it is 
luiidty siininsitif* that the siK t er 
stais today lead a very glamorous 
life 

1 ake for example Diego 
M.iracluna the erstwhile sell 
pnK laimed God sgift to soei ei His 
net value Is estimated to (he tune of 
$65 million, more than the 
turnover of one-fourth of 
Aigcntina's corporate world 
1 hat s big mon^ but then soct er is 
a big game 

The soix’er t lubs will beg, borrow 
or steal to have a Maradona in their 
ranks A frightening prospei t 
when you visualise the scenario 
whei e drug lords own superclubs 
But as long as there is football, 
there will be piles of money and 
players will be bought and sold like 
Cartier watt hes and TlfTany 
trinklets But soccer as a sport 
does not need chemical stimulants 
to bring out the best in the men 
who already have so much Instead 


it IS the power the glory and of 
i ourse the money whk h all 
(oinbiiu (1 ai 1 as potent stimulants 
and enliani e the performant e 
lb t lub ownei s, superstars 
mean big money - both on the 
(xpt nditui e as well as on the 
earnings liont A i ollei lion ol 
supt I stars translates into big gate 
reieipls I bus the drive to 
ail umulate talented foreigners is 
an unending one and iiianyilubs 
ait over extending themselves 
despite till ir dt bl i iddi n state 
1 he ill si mega million deal 
rec Of tied was way biit k in 1990, in 
(he wai m up season before the 
World ( up 111 Italy The most 
important men on sale t hi n wi re 
West (letman 1 honiiis Hassle i and 
Italian Kohei to Haggto Hassh r 
came at a cost of $8 8 million foi 
Jut'cn/us who paid a whopping $ 

13 million loi Koliet to Baggio A few 
years ago sue h mega deals would 
have been frownetl upon But now 
double figure million dollai deals 
are a norm and it surely is reflet ted 
in the pt rson<iI lifestyles of the 
sot t er stars 

With the kind of money in 
modern soccer it is not surprising 
(hat football playeis are multi¬ 
millionaires in their own right 
Topping the list is none other than 


Diego Maradona’s 
net value is 
estimated to the 
tune of $65 
million, more than 
the turnover of 
one-fourth of 
Argentina’s 
corporate world. 
That’s big money 
but then soccer is 
a big game 





Diego Maradona who has amassed 
a personal fortune of $ 65 million. 
Apart from the monqr he was paid 
by his club, he made nearly 
$75,000 for every charity match he 
played. Add to it the $ 5 million 
annual deal he had with Puma 
Shoes, Maradona was making 
around $ 8 millioivjnreiy year 
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■before he was banned for drug 
abuse. 

Maradona's flxed assets include 
a 16 room mansion In Naples worth 
about'$ 2 million, a flat iitMonaco 
and his 30 acre ranch near Buenos 
Aires estimated at $ 19 million. 
While in Naples he stayed at a 
house rightfully called Villa 


Maradona: the man who at one 
point ot time had everything 
but the fast lifestyle ruined him 
and his career 


Paradlao. drove a Mercedes and 
owned two Ferraris. includit^ a 
new black Ferrari Testarossa. a car 
he rode at high speeds along with 
his entourage of ^amour girts. 
Driving his Mack Ferrari nearly at 
250 kmph was one of Maradona's 


obsessions. But on weekehds he 
took off in his powerboats he kept 
at a boathouse in Capri. And that's 
not all. The saga of Maradona's 
flamboyance is near legendary 
now. He would party all night, 
drinking and dancing at local 
Naples discos. Tales of his endless 
bouts of casual sex have been 









Maradona is followed by Ruud 
Gullit who IS rumoured to have 
amassed about S45 million 


doiiif* the I ounds lor nearly two 
years now And the ultimate prool 
came in the shape of a Neapolitian 
girl, Cristina Singra who rounded 
him up m a paternity suit 
Maradona Is known to have had 
links with the neapolitian mafia 
known loi ally as Canioi ra I inie 
and again Diego was 
photographed inthe company ol 
mafladon Carmlm Gluianowhols 
suspected of ninnlng one ol the 
world’s most notonous sexand 
dtugs organisations Certainly a 
very colourful life for one of the 


most resplendent men in the sport 

On the socc er field Maradona is 
closely followed by Ruud Gullit 
who has made $ 45 million in 
personal fortune He has several 
deals going for him and his 
advertisement revenue is to the 
tune of $ 6 million annually But 
Gullit does not do celebi Ity 
appearances and likes to spend 
time with his wife Yvonne and two 
kids .For him chanty fixtures are 
for free 

Between Gullit and the next 
batchofplayerslsabiggap Most of 
the other superstars like Gary 
Lineker and Lothar Matthaeus are 
worth about 25 million dollars 


while the newer generation like 
Hassler, Michel. Ba^o, 

Donadoni, Papin. Waddle and 
many more are owners of fortunes 
worth $20 million each 
approximately The newer stars 
are the ones who are spending 
their fortunes too Their lifestyles 
include luxury apartments In 
places like Milan. Rome*and 
Monaco and a passion for fast 
cars All players of AC Milanowna 
Lamborghini and aie discouraged 
to drive any of the FIAT products 
bee ause of their Pi esident Silvio 
Bei lusconl s rivalry with F lAT 
chief Gianni Agnelli Similarly the 
Juventus team drives only Ferrari 
supeicars Butforothersthcieare 
cars like Aston Martin Jaguars 
and BMWs 

Man> fc el th{ft these are some of 
the perks playc i s thoroughly 
deserve btiaust after the nine 
month season ol playing endk ssly 
players get only a month oil Ijelon 
they start training again Girls arc 
as much taboo during the 
playing season as ale ohol and 
cigarettes I oday. out of the 500 
odd scnioi division players in Italy 
only two smoke and one is a sc II - 
confessed alcoholic Socialising is 
almost negligible despite the uige 
and means to lead a playboy s 
existence 

Tfu newer lot in fac t are more 
careful about the ir lilc styles 
Thomas Hassler an architecture 
student has had a steady 
girlfriend Foma for nearly four 
years His popularity does not 
seem to have gone to his head even 
though he bee ame a target of 
terrorists whose kidnapping 
attempt was lolled in the nu k of 
time Since then he has had two 
bodyguards who keep him under 
close surveillanc c round 1 he clock 


But soccer as a 
sport does not 
need chemical 
stimulants to 
bring out the best 
in the men who 
already have so 
much 







One of the other new comers. 
Robert ProsineckI, moved to Real 
Madrid last season for a reported 
cost of $ 16 million. Popularly 
known as the Maradona of the 
Slavs, he gets $ 2.2 million as 
annual salary, a $ 500,00bonus 
for every goal he scores, and was 
given a palatial apartment in 
Madrid by Real Madrid president, 
Ramon Mendoza, along with a 
BMW850thrown in as a sweetener. 

Cars as giveaways have gained 
popularity in soccer circles these 
days. Andy Moller who moved from 
Eintracbt Frankfurt loAUatitawM \ 
get an annual salary of $ 1.7 
million along with a town centre 
clothes boutique for girlfriend. 
Michela and a brand new Maserati 
worth a fortune In the open market. 
Wheels have been earlier used to 
lure top professionals. A 
customised yellow Porsche 
convinced Portugese forward. 

Paulo Futre to quit FC Porto a^d 
join Athletico Madrid way back in 
1987. 

Cars are not the only thing. 
Alfredo dc Stefano was given a 
ranch after he moved to 
MUlionarios of Bogota from River 
Plate in 1950. Marco Van Basten. 
Italian league's top scorer this 
season gets free tickets for his 
family to make to-and-fro trips 
between Italy and Netherlands. 



Spanish club, 5evt7/egave former 
Soviet goalkeeper Renat Dasayev's 
wife a private gymnasium to lure 
the Russian to their side. In fact, at 
the end of this season. Sampordia 
will give Tonlno Carezo a chain of 
gas stations after he retires. 

The entiy of big money has acted 
like a twin edged sword for the 
sport. On the one hand it has 
enhanced the value of talent, but 
on the other hand has also 


As long as there is 
football, there will 
be piles of money 
and players will be 
bought and sold 
like Cartier 
watches and 
Tiffany trinklets 
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smothered the overall 
development of the spurt, striking 
at the very core of the game. The big 
money buy-outs have left the clubs 
depending very much on the 
self-proceaimed superstars who at 
best are sporadic. 

A modem soccer player is more 
of a mercenaiy than an artist. He 
shifts his loyalty to anyone who can 
pay better money. His skills are his 
tools of the trade. Anyone who can 
pay for them, can buy them. In the 
modem soccer arena, there is 
nothing called loyalty, if Maradona 
played for Napoli, he could have 
switched sides to Real Madrid or 
A.C. Milan, anytime he wanted. A 


He s a cool customer LmeKar s 
now worth about S?5 iTiillion 


professional player is ready to 
change his club colours at the drop 
of the hat or rather a dollar. 

But one cannot blame the 
players for this attitude. A soccer 
player Is as much a part of 
showbusiness as a screen idol or 
pop singer. At best the playing life 
of a soccer star is restricted to ten 
years and in this short period of 
time he has to make the most out of 
it. Today being loyal to a team will 
mean a fall in revenue, something 
which players cannot afford. 

Hany Pratt wHh Uwbi Bvrisss 
NEWSMEN FEATURES 
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will tmroool odl tbo 
kaotoofobMlioB 
you«'wo built og 
during tb* 

dog.. ,011110 roloxiag 
yoor o t M O o loQ f ran tte 
oofbottt thoy'wogono 
thsooiuuAi* 

'C'lOSB# oil you 
diotfolioworo. Oiwoit 
o Aot. bftorOll, it 
oic^toboflofow 
'bliMOo, bad if you 
HiOltyoiiuMolf og 
footiagbobtoy^ yoo 
haewwho to thoode. 
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‘(mittiefi>f«Jad/. *, ^rspo^ble. tad^ttV: 

canwinjftVoicefrQiti^ possible, tty'll 
eAp!iSqodeR bench wfaieh^'*' <10. radamate-oficfe. '. „ 
lliehutboasltc4.It could never WaB(.acrqi(^ 

emamd^ horn the Old acaipetwithahr ' 
Stager. OKeams. . , wondeilng’osivltWbidd ; 
Anxiety^. Hall!Udnatlc»isJ takej^bp^* \ > 

Delfiddhttrimnungs, . 'PXuuiyyQusfioiitld^., 

even...Rah.tlieaectette tiiat’intd^ectMthe " 
tokeeifabiMBncemy^ Unemployed EShNdxhdan.- 
life, rer aee'i and the Old i eageriy/j^ttihiti^"^ 
.^agw'shimjhiidihi . 

, on his sUck In an dlhrt to 
: comforthls 

,i^hlndgiiartefa. ‘atdis^'' . 
i^t^getlntoyersoUl^. ' 
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That’s no flying object Arvind Denim is used to make some of the most celebrated fashion 

wear aU over the worid. f Not surprising, since our denim passes the meanest test of them all: die Levi rating system, 
f So the next n'm* you see the Arvind Denim mark, remember, it’s the stuff' legends are made o£ 
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in9iiMsawaKHB!i^^ 


World Champion Wayne Rainey at work 
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Bffij ippi liOTM MDVi^lsiv Mvnpvn QVirwiiiii vnpnitt 

MM»Ml•y|M^lMto|lilGMM __ : w-._.. _ 

Vfift OM hA 4*^^ rtrt a WniVWRltlTSIWIiOi NMflllRIjPII 
m Tmv T4ff QUUt Ni IHi OD 1 ^ ^ CmiiM m Uma 


IV^P W VMI^H Siwf VMMvCnVf I ^anan ^^HiAaabi^ai W^^Baaa&~ 

^ iuv afettfaia^^ MMakniiMtAA am SHhO w DWI^m WotII V >MlrNr 

> H GHvlilf OUT I^^DInMv ISWnHBfM W iwm 

IIM llrflBlA my naay^ifrfrt Mtt wQwS nNw UflGR 

V^v I^HPRa^H^Nv vvV 

ImM ondir llw molt gnirfhio racing Cutrat Smer TT torawMon ter 2 
ttMKlMom. mrohiywltm hiipi yaw mglm ckn. 

SuctimuidarsirattlilwtDihcito- SowuMwag uicfcMdtmrt . H^alclt; 
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orilwrnciilna'spai10rmanGa.Nocofflp- raduclno nm-rntm and fcoranliitt 
ularnwdalorwlndtunnal/M»nlotytaM qwlJBr 
can npRcaii Ilia totturowengHiopunMi* wiainM m* am mmh 

’*?<”^* ***^y”°*0* BuMatmWHmmida.Casttoim 
naMrangmorwMowssmanoB. mnv/so nmirfatM wrritoit nawie^ 
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We kid you not. f Arvind Denim u used to make some of die most celebnted ^shionTsvear all over 
the wofM. f Not surpnsing, since our denim passes the meanest test: Levi's rating system, f The Arvbid Deidm 
mark is our personal assurance that you’re buying the finest denim. 1 The Yaidts db. and they ain’t coni|daining. 
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The AniodDcBialcifibsiqliiacdmdemiitt of Hie Arvind MiHt ladL Mnd* as ShmrditMd ISO OB Bat IWMTMSi 





rin stm not Inlodred per oeAt 
confident 1 need to play more 
matdies. Six nionthii ftnm now, ni 
see where I am. TheyVe right I 

couldn’t be the wofrid No. lagain, fm 
Juat trying to play at the beat level 
thatlcsnplay Ihavenogoal8.I]U8t 
want to have eome fun arid in aix 
numtha well aee. 

BifORN BORG after he won hia first 
nuitehaliice file Moote Carle j 
dhfiMKle laac year. Be beat Fetor 
Seenaaea In Aa Biver Otd» 
Intonafional Ttouiia Toumament 


rOLORSPQRT 


I’m literally frightened to hit the 
putts Fm more fhghtened of missing 
the hole It’s a matter of nerve and 
Fm getting really nervous standing 
over the ball Fve lost my touch 
before, although not for fins long 
The more I practise the worse it 
seems to get Fm just flicking at the 
putts now When things go against 
you, they really do 
IAN WOOSNAM has a confidence 
crisis as he begins his defence of 
the Masters at Augusta. 










Teftdulfcar k Tatuhifimr and canH^ 
coimiaiiadtoInnuMMai. ' 

GIBG CBMliiiil. 


You know I was champion for seven 
years and made millions of dollars, 
but it was never really fUo until now. 
'nirough experience, and I guess, 
wisdom you learn to say and do 
things differently You learn that 
you can get the job done without 
animosity and anger Fmnot 
fighting for money anymore Fm 
coming back to gam respect and give 
my grandchildren and kids 
something to be proud of. 

LARRY HOLMES on why he is 
interested to get beck into the ring 
at 42. 

f 

Ho l m es b a fora he waa knocked out 
byTyaonInthaif tm a vyumlghtbout 
tai AtiantieCIty on 22.1 J8 
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Janniter Capriati: Brat powwr 


RI< BKL WITHOUT A C AUSE 


Capriati grows up 

W E’VE got some news on a spoilt brat (or 
so thi^ say) from the tennis world! Ittls 
time the Info is on Jennifer Capriati 
who turned 16 recently. Life, for the young pro,- 
however, has been fiu* from sweet. The blame 
people say can be shared equalty between her 
emd her parents. 

The bubbliness displayed Capriati two 
years ago whm she became America’s youngest 
ever sports professional, has been replaced ^ a 
very methodical, businesslike rebelliousness. 
Capriati counters these charges by answering 
cocklly... 

“Am I a rebellious little kid?” she asks. "Fm 
sure 1 have a little Ut of that in me. Do I give my 
parents a tou^ time? Sometimes I’ni tou^ for 
them, sometimes th^’re tough forme.” 

Ci^rlatl sulks almrat contiguously and the 
NaUmta] Enquirer recently spilled the beans on 
her 'bitter battle* with fathv Stdano, who 
manages her career. Capriati’s mother, Denise, 
called the Ehquirerstoiy ‘disgusting’. Tou get 
oltidaed fto’eveiythlngyou do,” she blasted. 

”We (fidnt do everyth!^ right, we didn’t know. 
sdlMt to eaqiect. Everythbig ha«i’t been petficct,” 

‘ Si|diy;notl^orfw'oiieini^esitianal sport . 
evoV'lk-r., - - -» .‘t" 



Preparations for war 

S eems as thou^ English cricketcfiptsiri, 
Ckaham Gooch, has taken his ootuxby's 
World Cup loss to Pakistan serlousiy. 
Gooch is makirig serious preparations &>r 
I^stan's tour to England in May this year. A 
great cricketer, but never much a politician. 
Gooch has been lobbying very hard with the 
ICCB and the ICC for the reinstatement of the 
last bunch of rebels who went to South Africa 
under Gattlng. 

This gesture 
definitely shows the 
human side of 

GrahamGooch. . 

Gooch, you see, , V 

hlmselfserved the full • Fj a Ps 
three year ban for • ' 

taking a tour to South 
Africa. One thing for * 
sure, IfGooch can get 'WIPlAnK < 

thcbanllfted, .. 

England would be ‘ WWKt V \ 

slightly better W#' 

preparedtofecethe , 

marauding “SUiTOS^I 

Pakistanis. 


mmn 

WI«RE: 





Graham CkMch: good cridcstsr, but s bslow 
avorago politician ~ 
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Leconte WOOS Gaby 

P UT tills into your tennis Scrap book and 
file it under‘Romance’. WeVe had hints 
about this particular alliance a coufte of 
Sleeks ago. but now we’re almcMtsvire. French 
Davis Cup star Henri Leconte is having a scene 
with Argentine beauty, Gabtlela Sabatlnl. 

Want one good reason why France lost to 
lowty rated Switzerland in their Davis Cup 
quarter final? Davis Cup captain, Yannick Noah 
is putting the finger on Leconte’s trans Atlantic 
love affair with tennis’ beauty queen. Gaby. 

Multi-mllllonalress Sabatlnl 21. and divorcee 
Leconte 28. have been meeting regularty 
following a series of’dates’ at &e Austrian 
Open. Ihls alliance, however, did not find 
favour with Davis Cup captain, Yannick Noah, 
who quit the team In disgust following the 
team’s shock defeat to Switzerland. Noah 
accused Leconte of getting his priorities wrong 
by ftylng off to see Sabatlnl in noiida instead of 
preparing for the tie. Leconte returned to camp 
four pounds overweight and clearty unprepared 
for action. “He might have won a match but he 
could not have played forthreedaysinarow,” 
said Noah who ax^ Leconte for the slr^es. All 
Is fair in love and war: The reverse also holds 
true for Leconte. 
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Aflar Sachin, it WM Prabhakar’s 
paribrmanoa which was highly 
^iprac Mad Down Undsr 



O N March 28 having 
dashed ofT my last 
dispatch from Australia. I 
promised my weary 
Angers that they would not have to 
toil on a typewriter key-board for 
the next Uiree months Yet, now 
back home, 1 am reneging on that 
promise In my excitement to tell 
colleagues "stories” about my 
long tour of Australia, I 
unknowingly was laying a trap for 
myself one that has forced me to 
write this cover story on the very 
Arst day of rejoining ofAce It was 
black Monday all right And 
Monday the 13th at that 
Mayte, asking me to write this 
cover story isjust one of the ways 
how my colleagues wanted to get 
back at me for not having returned 
with the India T-shirts from the 
World Cup When they had made 
the request on telephone I 
remember turning it down, saying 
that 55 dollars a T-shirt was way 
beyond my budget I also 
remember them calling me up a lew 
days alter India lost to South Africa 
in Adelaide, telling me not to bother 
bringing the T-shirts even if th^ 
iwreon offer free of cost 
Considering the circumstances, 
there was noway, they said, thty 
could walk the streets wearing the 
much maligned India colours 
What they don’t know (and I 
haven’t let them into the secret yet} 
is that 1 ’treated’ myself to one such 


An$r wlhnfng the World Cup^ 
while bmen Khen went ebout 
heepfhg praleee on Mmeelf, 
one Monde Auetmlien beeuty 
decided to oath In on her 
'romance' with the macho 
PakMan capl^ She loM the 
tablolda ofnow the Khan had 
bumped biM her at a hotel 
lobby<-8he aaM that ehe had 
baan wHh bnran rlQht throuQh 
the tour,. 











relating some of the stories of the 
summer to my colleaj^es. who 
made me put some of Aie more 
'decent' ones, especially those 1 
could not report during my actual 
coverage of the World Cup, on 
paper. And here I go. 

A fter winning the Woild Cup, 
while Imran Khan«veht about 
heaping praises on himself (having 


i i VAf, 








Th« Englishmen calabrate: 

Strangs badfsilowsi 

55 dollar ‘rlp-ofT. I had decided 
early on In the tournament that I 
iwould go for the colour of the team 
(Winning the tournament. At the 
end of It all, I didn’t fancy my 
chances of being spared public 
wrath if I parad^ around In India 
in the green of Pakistan...apart 
from Ixing unpatriotic. It would be 
absolutely foolish. 

As foolish as I had been in 


Melboume's Rinders Street 
were Inveded by the Pome on 
the morning of the 
flnal...TherB was one Aussie 
who, with a coupie of beers 
under his belt, decided he 
had had enough and tokt the 
Brils what ne thought in 


unpriimWs. Everyone fen 
iihaar IhdMvIew of Ms Ps 
antf IMbm the Queen to 
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temporarltyfoi^gottenthathehad throng the tour and that Imran cdleague. enuring a long fll^t, 

ten others in his team) one blonde had even promised to take her to actually had our blonde*beauty 

Australian beauty (at least the Pakistan. Appearing in the two sitting beside him. Not knowing 

Pressthoi^hthertobebeautliul} most populv television who she v^as. he tried his luck, 

decldedtocashinonher'romance’ programmes in Australia the Soon the la<ty told him olTsaying 

with the macho Pakistan captain. following day (the Mid-day Show that she was going to see Imran 

She told the tabloids how the Khan and CurrentAfTair) Imran denied Khan and that her ticket and aU 

had bumped into her at a hotel eveiythlng. 

lobl^ adiUe she was having drinks However, the grapevine has it 

with a few friends. She said that ' that there was some truth afterall thronged thaarounda and DUba 

she had been with Imran right in the ladyb claims. One of Australia 



^ ...... ♦ 











f 








''V 


f) > T 


^7 


I 


■>1, ?#r 


i 


1 ^ 





romance with Imran was one 
thing, but publicly disclosing that 
Imran had invited her to Pakistan 
proved to be the proveibial straw 
on the camel's back. The Khan 
qulckfy cried off from what was Just 
an Ordinary 'World Cup affair' 

Imran Khan thrivad on tha madia 
hype following ‘hla’ World Cup 
victory 



Om coiWi fli n i , long 
. hMl our 
WonMdiiitjf iHtintf^booide 
Mm. Not knoirtM who tho 
unt. ho trlid MtluelL Soon 
tho toW Mm off oayliig 
thil oho woo ookig to ooo 
Inimn Khan onahorwkot and 
an othor oxpenooa worn to bo 
bomo by tho 9S^oap«ld> 
bachoior. 


newspaper, the England manager 
Mick^ Stewart revealed how 
someone had called him up the dqy 
England arrived In AustraUa for 
the World Cup saying that some 
women had b^n organised for the 
English lads and that they would 
meet them at the hotel bar later 
that evening. 

At first. Stewart thought it to be a 
joke, but when the evening arrived 
Stewart ventured into the bar and, 
sure enough, there were three 
ladles hanging around. Stewart 
went back upstairs and issued an 
order banmng his players from 
visiting the bar that evening. While 
the story might seem like just 
another prank, Stewart claimed it 
was done by the media as a ‘plant’ 



It is suiprlslng how scandals 
mvolvlng women always make 
bigger news than any other 
off-the-fleld happening Since the 
days of Ian Botham breaking beds 
in the West Indies and Mike 
Gatbng taking women up to hiS 
hotel room, the English cricketers 
have been branded as ‘sex 
maniacs'. While such 
generalisation would be unfair, 
somebody in Australia didn't think 
so. In an interview to an Australian 


Sir Donald’s home in Adelaide 
seemed to ba open to the general 
public all of a sudden 

so as to catch the Poms “with their 
pants down" and then go to town 
with It the next morning. 

In foct. Stewart went one step 
further. He said many of the 
scandalous Incidents that some 
English cricketers had been 
Involved tn.were actually ‘set-ups' 
the tabloid Press. 




South African Jonty RhodM 
reaemblea a soccer goalkeepor 
ontheflald 

Wonder if the small beds some 
Englishmen got in their hotel 
rooms in Ballart were also a set-upl 
As one Australian tabloid put it 
after the Englishmen left a hotel in 
protest. “Poms too big for beds,” or 
"are they too used to doubles?" 

I T is unbelievable how unpopular 
the British are in Australia. And 
during the Cup their hordes of 
supporters were certainly not the 
most popular people in town The 
Brits however, couldn't give a 
damn. The pubs around 
Melbourne's Flinders Street area 
were invaded by the ^ms on the 
morning of the final. This meant 
that many of them were 'three 


In an Interview to an 
AuatraHan newspaper the 
England manager Mickey 
Stewart revealed how 
someone had called Mm up 
aaylng that some women had 
been organised for the 
English lads and they would 
meet them at the hotel bar in 
the evenlngM.Sure enough, 
there were three ladies 
hanging around...8tewart 
banned his players ffom 
vtaiii^thebar 


would prefer to forget that day 


sheets inlhe wind'the time tfiey when the Poms invaded their eliy. 
madethcU^ytotheMCG.The Waving Union Jack the Brits 

Aussies in downtown Melbourne jamm^ the pubs from the time 


they opened at ten in the morning. 
Sing-alongs filtered out of the bars 
and onto the streets. The trams 
from Flinders Street to the MCG 
could pass off as the rush hour 
underground in downtown 
London The Aussies were, for 
once, forced to take the back seat. 

But that didn't prevent one or 
two of them from giving vent to 
their feelings. There was one 
Aussie who. with a couple of beers 
under his belt, decided he had had 
enought and told the Brlt-fliled 
tram what he thought of them in 
language which is unprintable. 
Everyone fell under the purviewof 
his rs and B's~lh>m the Queen to 
Ian Botham. 

Some Brits decided that enough 
was enough and pointed out that 
aflerall they had reached the 
final—a good deal better than the 
AustraJiansdld. But the beer had 
obvious^ not robbed our 









Australian friend of all his wits. 

He was quick to point out that 
there were many moments during 
the World Cup when England were 
paying and yet there was nota 
single EUigUshman on the field. 

V Why. when England were batting 
!' against South Africa, there was a 

V time when every player on the field 
was a South Afrlcanl 

Needless to add the rest of the 
tram-ride passed off peacefully. 


Number one on anyone's 
priority list when in Adelaide was to 
try and get an audience with Sir 
Donald Bradman. Some Indian 
Journalists had formal^ 
approached Sir Donald for an 
interview during the 
Indla-AustraliaTest series. Sir 
Donald had turned them down. In 
a polite letteqSir Donald narrated 
an experience he had had with 
some Indian gentlemen earlier. 

Two Indian tourists kept pestering 
Sir Don for an audience saying 
they had travelled all the way from 
India just to meet him. After many 
attempts Sir Don agreed to meet 
t)iem, not at his own house but on 
neutral ground. When Sir Donald 
turned up at the appointed place 
he was shocked to see that instead 
of meeting two fans he was in the 
nddst of a huge reception. It was an 
incident he had not forgotten and 
wrote in his letter, that because of 
this unfortunate e^qperlence he 
didn't wish to meet the Indian 
Press. 

But now with a new, 
enthusiastic contingent of Indian 
medlamen invading Australia 
during the World Clip, the hunt for 



Sir Don began afresh. 

My roommate was One of the few 
Journalists ixdio had decided to pay 
100 Australian dcdlats qnd 
attended the openlngdlnner prior 
to the tournament. He wrote his 
copy well and filed It In time. But 
thenextdayhe gotac^fiomhls 
sports editor questioning hftn on 
why he didn't mention that Sir 
Do^d Bradman was at the dinner. 

Aty colleague was shodced. ^Who 
said the grest batrauui was t^ere?' 
he asked hlsa^ports editor, ^y, a 
iiewspsqter had dariled the stfi^ 


Azharuddin: batrayad by his 
right-hand man? 

that he was there and that he was 
having dinner all alone, his boss 
shot tock. My roommate was 
baflled, thou^ not for long. The 
pu^e was solved when I read a 
report of the dinner. The master of 
ceremonies, in his pre-dinner 
speech, had said that never before 
had such agatherlng of cricketing 
talent been togetho' for dlimer. 
And then he added‘^vlth the 
exception of course of vriien Sir 


Donald Bradman sits at his dining 
table alone". One not-so-bright 
pressman took that to mean Sir 
Donald was there and having 
dinner all ty himself. 

But UFO tjrpe encounters with 
Sir Donald didn't end there. Two 
Journalists from Calcutta 
managed to slip into Sir Donald's 
house (the stony appears in this 
issue). Funnily enough, suddenly 
almost everyone from the Indian 
Press seemed to have been to Sir 
Donald's home. It was amazing 
how the gentleman who prefers to 









live a quiet, retired life suddenly 
opened this doors to any Tom, Dick 
and Hart who came along. Make 
your own conclusion. 


MaNOJ PRABHAKARs criUclsm of 
captain Mohammed Azharddin 
after the World Cup came as a 


most sought after Indian player 
after Tend^ulkar and Kapil. Even 
the Australian Press had gone 
ga-ga over him. Indian Pressmen 
were flooded with inquiries about 
Prabhakar. I even got my office to 
fax the Prabhakar Interview 
Sports wor/d had carried prior to 
the team's departure for Australia. 




uncertan terms—and in 
unprintable language—which 
direction they should start walking 
to. And it was all taken in good 
spirit because Prabhakar was 
merely giving the Aussies some of 
their own m^clne. 

As David Boon said. "When the,. 
other Indians were shown the 
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surprise. So much so that many 
Australian papers also carried the 
story. Ii wasn't that ManoJ was 
absolutely wrong. Rather, it came 
as a shock because right through 
the tour it seemed that Prabhakar 
was Azhar's right-hand-man. The 
captain himself had iremendous 
faith in Prabhakar and they 
became the best of buddies. And 
yet Prabhakar chose to let his 
buddy have it when they returned 
home. But then that is ManoJ 
Prabhakar. His will to win. his 
determination desire to light and 
competition^ had won him 
many fan/ln Australia. He was the 


InzamaRMJl-HaqserapM through a { 
runout attempt by England 
wlckstkaepar Alac Stewart: Imran's 
biua-aysd boy 

Whenever asked about Prabhakar 
by an Australian Journalist, 1 
handed over a copy of the 
interview. Even the Australian 
players openly spoke about how 
hi^ly they regarded Prabhakar; ‘ 
both his attitude and his 
performance. ''He gives as good as 
he takes.” David Boon said about 
Prabhakar. Ahd'o^r Australian 
pliers told hmy Manc^ after getting 
their wickets told them in no 


dressing room, they merely put 
their heads down and walk^. 
ManoJ always had sopiethlng to 
say in return; that kirid of spirit 
keeps you going." 

Now with his place in the team 
secure. Prabhakar has become 
outspoken. Not because he has 
any axe to grind, but simply, 
because ManoJ Prabhakar hates 
losing Wish we had a few more 
players like him in Indian cricket. 


If, in the course of the summer, we 
did rate Kajffi Dev as the most 
popular Indten (after Tendulkaxi 









then we may have been wrong. 
There was someone else who would 
vie for that ranking: commentator 
HarshaBhogle. 

Harsha (who covered the early 
part o( the tour for Sportsworld has 
always been a very competent 
commentator and equally gifted 
writer. But this summer the name 
of Harsha Bhogle has come to stay 
in the commentary boxes of the 
world. In Australia Harsha was a 
super hit. So much so that when 
Harsha decided not to return to 
Australia for the World Cup it made 
news. When the Bombay-based 
Bhogle changed his mind it made 
headlines again. And why not 
Harsha’s knowledge of the game, 
smooth flow of words and diction 
matches commentators all over the 
world. 

But. for all his talent and 
popularity, 1 bet Harsha must have 
laughed at one news item that 
appeared sa3ring. “His good looks 
wooed female admirers across the 
countiy". If Harsha was smiling, 
his wife surely wasn't. But Harsha 
was humble when told of the cult 
following he developed durit^ his 
stay in Australia. 

There was this one Incident 
during the Perth Test match, when 
the entire Indian Press contingent 
(Sunil Gavaskar Included) was 
walking across the ground to the 
Indian dressing room to 
congratulate Kapil on his 400Test 
wickets. A group of Aussies had 
stayed back and on seeing 
Gavaskar walking across, the 
’ chant of'^nny* “Sunny' was heard. 
Gavaskar waved his hand In 
acknowledgement. Suddenly the 
chant changed to 'Harsha' 

‘Harsha*. Bhogle who was walking 
behind us at first didn’t know they 
were cheering him. Head down he 
continued to walk. Then a couple of 
Aussies shouted. “Which dne of 
you Is Harsha Bhc^e, raise you 
hand. Harsha.” But Bhogle was too 
embarrassed to do so. 

Obviously, Harsha does not 
believe in the age old saying that 
actions speak louder than word». 
Good on ya. mate. 


ItsecUiedtobea 

hannlessquestkm. But Kapil Dev 
tookolT. He waaangiXt Aarrtter 







A writer from a local Indian 
newsletter in Adelaide asked 
him (Kapil Dev) to comment 
on Sachin Tendulkar. 'Why 
don t you people leave this 
boy alone?" fumed Kapil. _ 
"Why don't you forget about | 
him and let him play his 
game? I will not comment on 
Sachin. Leave him alone " 


from a local Indian newsletter In 
Adelaide adied him to comment on 
Sachin Tendulkar. *TVhy don’t you 
people leave this boy alone,” fumed 
Kairil. You people, all of you, keep 
behind him all the time. Wlqr don’t 
you fotget about him and let him 
play his game. I will not comment 
on Sachin. I will not answer any 
questions on him. Ledve him alone 
Itellyou," i 


Kapil had a point. Maybe people 
are overdoing the Tendulkar bit. 
Maybe, it mi^t be detrimental to 
the young man. And yet Imran 
Kh^ was lavishing praise after 
praise on his young batsman 
Inzamam-ul-Haq. He said the 
batsman reminded him of Viv 
Richards when he was young: that • 
Haq was the best player of fast 
bowling in the world, that Haq was 
one of the best strokemakers 
going. And all this about a boy who 
hasn’t played a single Tes^match. 

When Imran was questioned 
about the adverse effect his 
-well-publicised comments could 






lKi\f on IIjo 21 year-old Haq. his 
reply w.is. Oh. that's no problem. 
You see the boy eannot read, speak 
or understand a word oi English 
and Iheielore doesn't know what I 
h.i\e said aljout him " 

T h»‘i e ai e nutnei ous stones 
about Sunil Gavaskar during his 
tnp Down Under before he 
went over to Hong Kong to do 
lomnienldiyforStarTV'Die 
funniest ineident one witnessed 
was <lunng the Perth Test A group 
ot journalists had gone acioss to a 
( hinese restaurant for a meal in 
downtown Perth Having walked 
.ill the way from the hotel to the 
food eentn*. Gavaskar suggested 
that we take a taxi back to the 
hotel We walked across to the taxi 
({ueue and took the first one in line. 

Now Aussies. in general, are a 
fnendly and talkative people, and 
the taxi drivers whip up 
(on\ ersntions at the drop of a 
svl lable. 


If, in the course of the 
summer, we did rate Kapil 
Dev as the most popular 
Indian (after Tendulkar), then 
we may have been wrong. 
There was someone else who 
would vie for that ranking; 
commentator Harsha Bhogle 


This elderly guy behind the 
wheel asked us what we were doing 
in Perth Cricket, we told him. we 
were heie lor the cricket. He then 
went on to a long monologue about 
how over the last few days he had 
missed driving some of the 
Australian cricketers because his 
mates were ahead of him In the 
queue 

Wlien he finished, one colleague 
askeil the cahble if he recognised 
the gentleman seated directly 
tjehind him in the back seat. No. he 
didn't. 

“Well^hts guy heie has scored 
mote nms than all those pla 3 rers 
put together.” he was told. 

"That can't be There's only one ! 
man who has done that. Sunny 
Gavaskar” he told us. 

"And who do you think is sitting 
lictiind you mate?” we replied. 

I'hat was the closest we came to a 
pile up on an Australian street. 


It was an image one will not foiget 
for a long time ITie spectators had 
erupted in a chant of'boo'; the 
television monitor showed the 
dejected faces of the South African 
players; behind us the South 
African journalists sat glum and 
sad; on the far side of the ground 
the scoreboard showed that South 
Africa needed an impossible 22 
runs off a single ball to beat 
England and enter and World Cup 
final j 

For the South Africans their very 
participation was an emotional 
affair and as they kept on winnir^, 
the expectations rose along With 
the emotions. And suddenly the 
vagaries of nature had put an end 
to what seemed to be a dream come 
true. 

Only a few weeks earlier there 
were tears of joy In the Press box as 
the exiles of world cricket shocked 
the defending champions at 
Sydney. Now the tears were of 
sorrow....of frustration One 
South African lady journalist 
reporting for a radio in 
Johannesburg was in the midst of a 
live report back home while the 
South African batsmen went out in 
the middle to face that last ball off 
which they required a 
mathematically impossible 22 
runs. 

The same lady had wept during 
her dispiatch after Australia went 
down to her team. This time she 
was determined not lo let emotion 
get the better of her. She began her 
dispatch speaking into the phone 
very controlled and gradually 
the emotions ran away. "I can't 
believe what is happening." she 
told her listeners tock home. "I 
know we are not supjxised to show 
any emotion, but the situation 
demands It.” she said while the 
tears filled her eyes. “It's all over for 
South Africa and all 1 wish to do 
now is cry. We would have loved to 
have lost the match fair and square 
and then patted the Englishmen 
on their backs for a good show and 
wished them the best of luck for the 
final. I'm aflaid that is not possible 
now. I think I will end this dispatch 
because I need to cry.” 

And that's precisely what she did. 

Kepplar WmmIs: wnotional trauma 
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‘MANNI’ 

MATTERS 


After three years in loneliness, Maninder Singh is 
finally getting his act together. His performances in 
the batsmaiHiominated Ranji Trophy bear 
testimony 


F U NOUS Is growing in Maninder Sink’s cricketing boots—not the 
pair he wore out for Delhi In the Ranji lYophy^but the one's he 
locked up in his international kitbag in 1989. Rust is slowly 
spreading between his fore and middle Angers too. It's been a 
helluva long time since he spun the ball for India. 

As for Maninder himself, he's probably alone at the National 
Stadium Cricket ground in Delhi. Perhaps,he's standing under the blazing sun 
and staring, his face a frustrated snarl, at the lone wicket in the nets: A wicket 
that is patiently awaiting the perfectly legitimate looping ball; cutting an arc 
through the air: pitching off and turning away. Perhaps. Maninder plctu res a 
batsman playing it.. .and fumbling. The past for Maninder Singh was a series of 
pleasant technicolour memories. The present and his efforts to cope with it. is a 
Invaluable education. 

They won't be playing serious riicket till November this year, and who knows 
what monstrosities, what strange breathing organisms or warm fuzjy growths 
will have invaded his kit bag by then. For Maninder clearing all that much is 
going to take a day or two. He's got Important priorities now, he's got to make 
hlmselfflt for selection and that'sgoi^totakequiteawhile... or perhaps not? 

Maninder's Singh's strange, hal^ay-brllliant career could be aptly 
summarised by a couple of off-hand stats: He's still young; 26-years-old, his 
two lonely, wayward years in the wilderness following a remarteble career for 
an orthodox left arm spinner. His Orst-class resume reads: Debut for Delhi at 
15; for India at 17. During this tenure ofplaylngArst-class and Test crickethe 
gobbled up 200 Ranji trophy wickets and a total of400 ffrst-class ones. He's 
represented India in 34 Tests, has taken 81 wickets and played about 50 odd 
cme-day Internationals. If we use our gr^ cells in a just and fair manner, we 
could And ourselves deducing that Maninder Singh is perhaps trying 
(desperately) to make a comeback at an age when most International cricketers 
are beginning their careers. 

An observation like that and a dream domestic 1992 Ranji season could be 
accompAshed if he was slightly more dedicated, if he diligently practised his art 
for .12 months in a year and Ifhe wasn't quite so caught up In his marriage. 

“I think I slackened my efforts. Neglected practise smd Atnras. 1 eased up for'a. 
while and that really put me back. International cricket Is Intensely cdmp^llve 
and only the best survive," he had admitted once. ' - 
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memories. The present 
and his efforts to cope 
with K, is im Invaluable 
education 
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MANINDER SINGH 
1991 >'92 Ranji performances 


Service* 

26 5 

16 

20 

(New Delhi) 

39 

18 

56 

Pnidab 

11 

4 

21 

(Anriwar) 

15 3 

5 

43 

Himachal Pratfcfh 

92 

5 

14 

(Una) 

30 

9 

73 


(Mc«r Delhi) 


Hacyana 
(New Delhi) 


Bencal 

(McwVciHI) 


Bmabajr 

(Baohv) 


TaaUlMadn 
CNew Delhi) 
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Cempilad by 
MVIKANt SRIVASTAVA 


He(Maninder)now 
ca^flsesonthe 
loneliness by training 
elone.Nocoschesto 
brush up the rusty 
technique, no one b 
consult end no one to 
be insulted by 


The same holds true for spinners. Th^ are a highly pillaged tribe. When a 
captain calls upon his spinner to bowl in times of Intense match pressure, the 
gesture is next to makltig a human sacrifice. These gentle guys, who try to fox 
Instead of batter into submission, have a tough time between plying their art 
and keeping their sanity. The batsmen today have a foolproof battle plan and an 
eflectlve arsenal: the new bats have more power and batsmen in turn have a 
whole new dossier on shot making, thanks to one-day cricket. 

Maninder too sufiered the same fate and lost his place in the Indian team 
roughty three seasons ago. He is now going through the process of trying to 
re-establish his claims for a berth. Perhaps the visible turmoil created his 

lack of form and his subsequent attempts which actually worsened it. pi^uced 
an inwardly dissatisfying concert. Regardless, he went on to try and make 
attempts to improve. He now capitalises on the loneliness by training alone. No 
coaches to brush up the rusty technique, no one to consult and no one to be 
Insulted by. The onfy member of Team Maninder' was his wife. He would bond for 
hours at an empty net and at a single wicket and she would dutifully collect the 
balls from the other end and pass them back. It was but a beginning.,. 

The simple but eSfectlve. The one-time Bedl clone has bectane his own tutor. 
The bovtdlng action got altered, then the delhroy stride and then the follow 
through. The results were definitely encouraglngl 58 wickets in the RanJI 
TYophy. a competition which essentlalfy serves to be a banquet for batsmm. 

‘Marmf can be quite an enigmatic cricketer. An average guy, gdio does 
average deeds but sometimes produces above average results. For doubters, 
here's a statistical quirk: In 1986-87, he was regarded as perhaps the best 
left-arm orthodox spinner in the world. In 1992, he is strug^ing to get past guys 
like Venkatapatl Raju, vdio themselves are average. 

Nevertheless, fight he must and not get bother^ about betoig underrated 
or overlooked. Maybe he didn't do airy^iing great Maybe he dl&it do too bad 
either. So,perhaps if we add It all up and then divide, hell stin be there. Waiting 
fin-India to call. 


Rob»n f uo 













jfl'AKEturethattbtftdoesntgptothe 
1 «/■ British tetdoldstkitttseemsiw though 
Xt JiLt’dncoAndiin¥'h» got a newpauMicm 
lnUfcahel»raya% 8 nUttentvg 0 ^ the word 
ht)m Scotland haa that when the nince nufig 
up his coach. Doug McClelland. Anelghtyear 
old*~and the coach’s stov^trked up the 
receiver 

iVho's calling?" the naive slUtng enquired. 

“The Duke of Yoih,” came the rather 
surprised but ctyplic reply 

At which an unimpressed voice bellowed. 
“Dad It s the pub for you ’ 
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measuara tmcMt la a While. This de^ 
th*Moeiltea^tsoftbeBhan...rh^^, 
Khan; 

''Cmn^reittgetswUhnowhentogo,'' 
jShJifc their teeth/»idtperihlfet/be. 

Jhe man hmmi fQlan 

TotmkewtSkKlof^rfymdCo 























PERSONALITY 


Former Australian skipper and 
master batsman, Greg Chappell, 
was in Madras recently, his glib 
talking and deep knowledge of the 
game making nim the centre of 
attention everywhere 


H e was In the 

city for merely 
a week. But It 
was a week 
that Madras cricket 
followers will never 
forget. The Southern 
metropolis has played 
host to a number of great 
cricketers, but even by 
the highest standards 
Gregoiy Stephen 
Chappell is something 
special. 

Th'e legendaiy 
Australian addressed a 
press conference, gave a 
lecture to youngTamil 
Nadu cricketers, signed 
plenty of autographs, 
readily gave interviews, 
smilingly posed for 
photographs and 
spontaneously got into 
cricketing discussions 
with anyone he met. 

During his long 
international career 
which stretched from 
1970 to 1984 the former 
Australiam captain 
commanded attention 
with his technically 


"1 regret the 
underarm ' 
incident. If l ean 
iaiidoit,Iwould^ 
lMlcan*t,sol 
hnve learnt to 
live with it. The ^ 
action was 
within $he laws 


perfect batsmanshlp. 
Today, at 44, he 
commands attention 
with his Impeccable 
English, hik technical 
knowledge of the game 
and his cool personality. 
So total was his hold on 
the various audiences, 
from ofBcials to players 
to media 

representatives, that 
even such mundane 
sentences like "it takes 
time to become a great 
player" and "there is no 
short cut to succes: it 
takes a lot of hard work" 
were transformed into 
something profound 
when uttered by him. 

There is already talk 
about him entering 
politics" said Dennis 
Ullee In Madras earlier 
this month. The 
occasion was a press 
conference called the 
MRF Pace Foundation 
and Chappell charmed 
representatives of the 
fourth estate with his 
frank and forthright 
views on various aspects 
of the game, ^en a 
veteran Journalist who 
has suiv^ed the scene 
for over 50 years 
complimented him on 
his English and general 
knowledge of cricket. 
Chappell quipped "Well, 

I have been blufllng 
people for a long time 
now and you have 
confirmed this today". 
That's when Ullee came 
up with his bit about 
Ch^pelleni|lering 
" politics. 
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Not that Chappdl 
would be a failure as a 
politician. He could be as 
successful in that field as 
he waaa batsman. Ifasa 
batsman he charmed the 
ball away from the fielder 
as a politician he could 
charm a rueful audience 
with his glib tongue. 

That does not mean 
Chappell would be afraid 
effacing up to the truth 
squai ely. Note how he 
tackled a questipp about 
the Infamous underarm 
delivery at Melbourne in 
1981, an incident that 
will forever be associated 
with Chappell as. "I 
regret hatdng dme that. 

If 1 can undo It. I would. 
But 1 can't, so I have 
learnt to live with it. The 
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artlon was within the 
laws of the game but 
against the spirit of it. I 
would not do it again." 

Not for nothing was 
Chappell known to be a 
shrewd thinker of the 
game. During his visit, 
whirh was made at 
Lillee's request, to 
impart valuable lips to 
the trainees at the MRF 
Pace Foundation, he 
emphasised on the 
mental toughness 
a.spect. 'Talent and skill 
can take u player to a 
certain level but to reach 
the top a tot of planning 
is needed." 

i le recalled how during 
his playing days, he used 
to go to his room at night, 
switched off the lights 
and concentrate on 
preparing to face, say, 
the West Indian fast 
bowlers on the morrow. 
"When the lights went • < 
uiT. the lights came on for 
me." he remarked. "I 
would visualise the 
venue, the pitch, the 
bowlers I would be 
facing, what 1 would do. 
what 1 would avoid" 

lie dwelt upon the 
importance of planning 
even during practice 
sessions. "There is no 
point in Just batting and 
bowling without any 
purpose. There has to be 
planning even at the 
nets. When I faced, say. 
Dennis at the nets he 
used to tell me his field 
and then bowl according 
to it, and then I batted as 
if to hit the ball away 
from the imaginary 
fielder” 

Chappell conceded 
that there were 
exceptionally gifted 
playera like Sir Gary 
Sobers. Graeme PoUock. 
Rohan Kanhai and Vlv 
Richards who could get 
away with alihost 
anything. "But even they 
realised the hnportarKx; 


t|)i^iiebhe t^sed. 
' io Ceil nw his 
field and then 
bowl according 
to it, and then I 
batted as if to hit 
the baUaway 
from the 
imaginary 
finder" 

—Greg Chappell 


of planning their 
innings. Flair is all right 
but It is the disciplined 
approach that gets you 
far”. He noted that even 
Richards frequently took 
three-and-a—^half hours 


to four hours to get a 
hundred as he "realised 
the Importance of 
discipline and planning." 

Chappell, who led 
Australia in the three 
Ttest series against India 
in 1980-81 and observed 
them keenly during their 
recent visit "Down 
Under", hit the nail on 
the head while analysing 
Indian cricket and 
cricketers. "Your players 
are veiy talented but 
they don't work together 
as a team" he satd. He 
said that any batsman 
with his peripheral 
vision could observe 


whether a ftekftng team 
was pulling togeUier or 
not and frequently it was 
obvious that the,Indians 
did not possess Ms trait. 

And to be honest, 
Chappell's opinion is not 
Inaccurate. 

On the Irievitable 
comparlsion between 
Sachin Tendulkar and 
Inzamam-ul-Hap, 
Chappell offered a 
balanced view. "Both are 
extremely talentgd. "So 
far this was Chappell the 
bland diplomat. However 
the candid Chappell' 
quickly took over. "But 
while Sachin has played 
Test cricket and has an 
excellent record, 
including three 
hundreds. Inzamam has 
yet to appear in a Test 
match. And I believe that 
Test cricket is the real 
challenge for the young 
player'*. 

On the MRF Pace 
Foundation, Chappell 
who spent a lot of time 
with the tminees 
emphasising the mental' 
toughness aspect, felt 
that it was a "unique 
scheme" which had 
achieved good results In 
a short period. "Indian 
cricket hlstoty is to 
littered with examples of 
fast bowlers and against 
this background the 
achievements of the Pace 
Foundation are 
laudable". 

He however counselled 
patience. "It takes time to 
make a cricketer, so be 
prepared to 0ve ^e Pace 
Foundation time." He 
contented that there was 
no reason to believe that 
India could not produce 
fast bowlers and 
disa^i'M with the 
suggestion that 
Foundation be moved to 
a cooler dlmate. "If the 
boys can boyd in this 
heat they can bowl 
ai^vdiete". he pointed 
out. He said in five or ten 













years the full results 
could be seen but he 
warned the bqys "there is 
no magic formula for 
success and no^short 
cut. It t^es bloody hard 
work and you boys better 
be prepaid for It". 

Did Australia's 
disappointing 
performance in the 
World Cup surprise 
him? "Not really. Even 
after the victory over 
India and the triumph in 
the World Series Cricket, 

I did not share the 
optimism shared by 
many others. Let’s be 
frank. The Indian batting 


"Whil^SachlQ 
has played Test 
cricket aind has 
.iiin excellent 
/record, 
includiiig three 
hundreds, 
In^atiiani has yet 
..toappefuina . 
Test match. And 
t believe that 
. Testcritiketis 
, thejewl 
^chauaim^Aor 
. i^eyoung 





was pathetic. Had 
Australia played up to ' 
their full potential th^ 
should have won the 
series5-0in 15da)rs. It < 
was more a case of India 
losing badly rather than 
Australia winning well." 
hereckoned. 

The successes before 
the World Cup he 
believes, gave the 
Aussies a false sense of 
security. "The skipper 
never M from the front. 

^The lacked a sense 
of dlrectkm. And the 









' V V/y- 


SjEdectoTS persevered with 
Out of form players like 
Geoff Marsh and Mark 
Taylor for too long:" 

The inan who friayed 


, STTests, scored 7110 
runsandhlt24 
centuries regretted that 
he never pktyed in India. 
"I did not get an 


oppoHunity to play the 
famed spin quartet", he 
said. More's the pity. 
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I TURF VIEW 


T he Calcutta winter Meet 
1991-92 stretched for 
overaperlod of five 
months and In the course 
of those 160-odd days we 
witnessed all the 'highs’ and lows’ 
for which this sport Is so famous 
On the equine front the classic 
plcttire changed dramatically and 
ultimately It was Romantic 
Memories who proved herself to be 
the best, winning the Derby and 
the Leger after overcoming a series 
of training setbacks which almost 
kept her out of the game 
Then came those two epic battles 
between Romantic Dancer and his 
erstwhile adversaiy Star 
Contender They first met In the 
Indian Champion Cup where Star 
Contender reigned supreme by 
1/2 a length But the score was 
soon levelled when the pair met in 
the Queen Elisabeth II Cup and 
Romantic Dancer avenged the first 
defeat an identical maiigln 
Fronnanongst the Juveniles, 
Calcutta saw the emergence of a 
new champion In the 
making—Goodfellas. The bay son 
of ExcalUbur's Lake out of Sukrltl 
was unbeaten In three starts in 
Calcutta You will be hearing a tot 
more about him when he begins 
his summer campaign In 
Bangalore. 

The ‘Monsoon Champion 
Trainer’ Philip Comer continued 
where he left oft and won the 
trainers' championship 
eftortlessly Amongst the Jockeys 
Robert Gowli finished at the top of 
the table but Calcuttans were 
treated to a feast of riding talent 
with Jockeys like Nick Connorton, 
Aslam Kader, Robin Comer and 
Garry Carter All in all It worked to 
the betterment of the all-round 
picture Add to this list a new 
whlzz-kld Rajasekhar, from 
Hyderabad, and he left Calcutta 
with a remarkable strike rate 
GOODFT^LLAS In my opinion this 
has probably been the first time 
that the champion horse of the 
season has been a three-year-old I 
am not being influenced by the fact 
that in the USA the 'Eclipse Horse 
•of the Year award was awarded to a 
two-year-olct named Arari for the 
first time evef. But Goodfellas has 
made such ^Impression on me 
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WINTER SEASON, CALCUTTA 


The season lasted 


for 160 days and 


within that period 


everything 


possible happened 
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that 1 feel he would most colainty 
qualify as the horse of the season. 

By Excalllbur's Lake out of 
SuMtl this half brother of Golden 
Panta^ is something exceptional. 
He is ever so mature and so relaxed 


that you would not be^eve that this 
was his first competitive season ss 

ROMANTIC MEMOfflES: 
Ovarcams a ssriss of training 
aalbaeka to win tha Darby and 
tbaLagar 


j«a.i > 
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QOOOreULAS: Atthraa* a 
Mtampion wnia lot of potantlal 

aracehorse. He won the Indian 
PcoduceStalmondebut^Orade . 
n Race) and foUoWfeS Itupby* 
winning oitUnaiy Cup race and 
then toi^xd It all with a bloodless 
victory in the Magic MllUon Stakes, 
It was his vlctc^ in the Million 
adilchrealfymadeonesitupand < 
take notice. Ridden l^Jockcy 
Warren Singh the colt was 
travelling four to five horses wide- . 
almost all the way. Yet vdien he 
was asked to quicken in the 
straight he {xnoduced the sort of 
accderatlon that you would 
normaUy associate with a Ferrari , 
and he sailed majesticalfy past the. 

RHHJP CORNER: Chompkm 
tralnar last aoaaon, tht aamo this 
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(qrpo^tlon like th^ did not exist to 
win by five lengths. 

If he can get the mile as a 
three-year-old he should be aUe to 
go a n^e and a quarter easify 
enough. The onfy thing that can go 
against him is probabfy the fact 
that he is very mature alrearfy and 
has come to hand very early. 

In othor words will he train on? A 
loaded question to answer, but 
Coodfellas certainly has a very 
bright future ahead of him and 
aitar Romantic Dancer, the mantle 
of an All India champion could well 
be worn by Coodfellas, aworthy 
successor.# 









READERS 

QUIZ 



QUESTIONS 


1 Which 
• British 
cricketer garnered 
the most number of 
runs in a first class 
career? 

2 Who was the 

• first woman 
to swim the English 
Channel both 
ways? 

3 Who was the 
• first man to 
score a run in Test 
cricket? 

4 Which was 
• the only time 
cricket was 
included in the 
Olympics? 
e Which 
kJ* cricketer is 
nicknamed Mettle 
Mickey? 

6 Which are 
• the 

demonstration 
sports at the 
Barcelona 
Olympics? 

7 Who is the 

• only Indian 
^rl to have reached 
the finals of the 
Wimbled m girl's 
singlei^^vent? 


ANSWERS 

1 JockHbbbs 

2, CyndiNlehol«s. 

3. CnariMBanneiinan 
4 1900. Olympic*. 

5. AivmclaOeSllva (Sri Lanka). 

Q Palota,Taakwonoo and Roller Hockey 
7. R(taOaver(Caicutta} 

8 OrWHhamGHberiGi^ 

9. BitIWoocttulL 

10. Michael Murphy 

11. Baseball 

12 JCeeRwriCapabtwicaefCuba. 

13 Baba Ruth. 

14 SunodareBlierpa 
19 TheTleBraMwf 


•Bodyiir 

10 . 


8 What was the 

• full name of 
DrW. G. Grace? 

9 Who was the 

• captain of 
the Australian team 
during the 
‘Bodyfine Series’? 
Which 
U.S. 
Olympic coach 
proposed the 
revolutionaty idea 
of the crouched 
start in athletics? 

1 1 Which 
X • sport was 
Invented ly Abner 

Doubledatr? 

1 Q Which 
X aSr • chess 
player remained 
unbeaten from 
10th Februaiy 
1916 to 21st March 
1924?. 


TMS QUIZ HAS BEEN COMPILED BY; 

TUIIAB4IHIANMAN 

No.523lBt*A*CII08S, 

8lh BLOCK, KORAMANQALA, 
B ANOALORE 860098. 

M anmiwr* Mnl m tv (IM oonWbulor 
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1 Q Which 
X O • baseball 
player was 
nicknamed The 
Bambino? 

1 A Whowas 
X^» thefliat 
man to climb Mt 
Everest four times? 
1 jr What 
Xv^« concept 
in lawn Tennis old 
Jimmy Van Alen 
Introduce? 
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AN APPEAL 


K ^ JAWAHARLAL NEHRU 

Kl INVITATION 

INTERNATIONAL 
FOOTBALL TOURNAMENT 1993 
■■■■■i AT MADRAS 

Tamil Nadu will have the prestige and unique honour of hosting an 
International Sports event - The 10th Jawaharlal Nehru Gold Cup 
Invitation International Football Tournament at Madras during January 
1993. This is an International f^^ll tournament in which 7 foreign 
countries will be participating b^^^ India. 

It is proposed to conductJ^^^rnament In the Nehru Stadium, 
Madras. The Nehru Stadium have to be demolished and 

reconstructed to the stan^cl^^i^ional stadium for lasting 
the prestigious Neluti Gold ‘Ipurnifenent In 1993. For re- 

construction of the-Netiru;i^«aium m fKSCbrdal^ with Intemationai 
Standards a sum of.Rs. 30:cf®B8is naadki. The .Government of Tamil 
Nadu is contributirio a sutnjr^l^ jS CttH^aand the Government of India : 
has agreed to confute R projij#. For the balance it 

is necessary to seet(j^nerd|^^W|i^^s frorplhe public. 

I appeal to the philanthropists and 

the sports loving people otbiJt!@^#8'other parts of our country to J 
contribute liberally to this cd^isfei.tfto successful conduct of this; 

5 prestigious meet will help to piiMJe sports and games among th 
* oung people of Tamil l>^W#^*ffWions, aw requested to b 
ade in the form of chiviS^raMiiifMliSitodrawn in favour of “T 




irperson, Orga 


tion Internati 




^ ‘&a 


al Nehru Gold 


Madras 


CHIEF MINISTER OF TAMILNADU 

& ^ 
CHAIRPERSON OF THE ORQANISI 
10TH JAWAHARLAL NEHRU 
national Pr— 










WORLD MASTERS BILLIARDS 



NUMERO UNO 


G EETSETHI obliged 
matinee star 
Shatmghan Sinha, who 
sent him a message of 
goodwill Just before the final 
match, by adding the Consortium 
Finance World Masters Billiards 
Championships to his Increasing 
list of triumphs. And to strengthen 
his credentials. Sethi wrested the 
world No. 1 ranking from a 
miserable Mike Russell of England. 

The championship, the second of 
a three-leg series, was held in the 
Centaur Hotel^way from the 
normal watering holes of billiards 
lovers, it was originally scheduled 
to be held in Goa. But with the 
Majorda expressing its inability to 
hold the tournament, the World 
Masters returned to the city of 
Sethi's earlier triumph In the first 
leg. 

Geet Sethi, with Shatrughan 
Sinha's exhortation in his mind, 
started off with a bang in the finals 
when in the very first of the best-of 
15 games, he cracked an 
unfinished break of 127. But 
Sethi's road to the provisional No. 1 
ranking was not paved with grease. 
Australian Robbie Foldvarl, 
disguising his intentions behind a 
somnambulistic exterior, also had 
designs on the £2,000 first prize. 

He took the second game, allowed 
Sethi to run off with the third and 
fourth games, and then served 
notice of his motives by reeling off 
an unfinished 150 to take the fifth 
set. 

Foldvart caught up with Sethi at 
three games all with a smooth 117 
break in the sixth game. But Sethi, 
who chafed at the sidelines with 
Impatience at Fojdvarl's slow style, 
stopped the Autple with an 
unfinished 138 to take the lead 
once more. Having regained his 
composure, tin? Indian star 
elegantly comp^|d the 










tournament's highest break of 153 
in the eighth game. 

The ninth also went Sethi’s way 
and at 6*3 it looked as if the Aussie 
had wilted. But ina 
characteristically Australian 
effoA. Foldvarl pulled out two 
breaks of 150 each to take the 
tenth and eleventh games. Then 
came the opportunity for the 
Indian to weave a web of oriental 
charm around the table when 
Foldvarl missed a simple red in-oif. 
Sethi grabbed the opportunity not 
only to reel off a pleasing 150 but 
also build up momentum for the 
final assault. In the thirteenth 
game, he cued his way to a 148 
break and the tournament title. 

Sethi came up with a 
tremendous show against a man 
who was also playing at his best. 
Justifiably he was elated with his 
performance. But that was only the 
culmination of a brilliant run of 
success which started with his 
complete demolition of world 1 ) 0 .1 
Mike Russell tn the quarter*fli^s. 
For Russell, it was disaster second 
time running after his quartn* final 
loss to Michael Ferreira in the first 
leg. Losing 4-0 to Sethi in his first 
match. Russell soon joined the 
handful of spectators who had 
turned up at the Centaur. 

In the other first round matches. 
Mit^ael Ferreira was no match to 
Peter Gilchrist, surrendering the 
match at 4-0. The Nmman 
Da^^-Bob Close match had more 
excitement to ofier. Close, the 
younger of the two veterans, finally 
premlled 4-2. Foldvarl, 
meanwhile, defeated Mark 
Wlldman 4-1 to advance to the 
semifinals. 

The semifinals, played over 
seven games, was an unnerving 
experience for Geet Sethi. Facing up 
toBobClose, vdiodoggedly 
matched him game for game. Sethi 
tO(A a fortuitous 44 break in the 
deciding game to win 4-3. In the 
other match, Foldvarl eliminated 
Peter Gilchrist 4-2 in a match 
marked by slow play. 

Sethi's total dtnnlnatlon of the 
tournament was reflected in tdl 
three trophies bn ofier goinghis 
He won the Indian Expr^ 


rTTiTKfflWTi 


hiost nvn^ (rf'eehtuiy 



Geet Sethi receiving the Express Trophy. .The sweet reward for labour 





Thanks for a ‘great match,' Sethi seems to be telling FoMvari 



Sethi wears a look of intense 

(13) and of course the Consortium 
Finance winner's trophy plus a 
cheque of £2.000. Foldvarl 
received £1,000for his efibrts. 

Having won two legs. Sethi is the 
oiify pk^sr'in contention to win the 
£3,000bonus for winning all thret 
le^. The last and final tog of the 


concentration before a shot 
series will be played in Karachi, 
Pakistan In November. But before 
that Sethi will have the chance 
once again of regaling fans when 
big-time billiards reaches Calcutta 
with the World Championship in 
September. 

Joel Rel, New DeM 




















W HEN Earvin Magic’ 

Johnson admitted last 
year that he had 
contracted the HIV virus. 
America went into mourning, for'Magic', 
an Ainerican hero, was now suddenly an 
American tragedy. But the confluence of 
events, the sweeping current of emotion, 
the foolishness of sexual promiscuity that 
was Johnson's undoing, stayed, for better 
or for worse, within the confines of that 
continent. 

Yet, when Arthur Ashe disclosed this 
month that he had the AIDS virus, there 
was more a universal sadness, for. not 
since Muhammad All has a man. to be 
precise, a black sport-sman, touched and 
affected so deeply the social 




consciousness of not merely a nation, but 
the whole world. 

And Arthur Robert Ashe is truly a 
remarkable man. 

Ashe's decision to disclose that he had 
AIDS, was not a voluntary move—it was 
tliTUSt upon him. USA Today, an 
American national newspaper, called him 
to say they were releasing a story about his 
condition, asking him to comment. To 
preempt this. Ashe was forced to go 
public, and he did so saying. “It put me in 
the unenviable position of havir^ to lie If I 
wanted to protect our privacy". 

Ashe knew he had AIDS as far back as 
1988 a fact well known by the medical 
community who held their silence, 
something Ashe has been grateful for: “It 
was ', he said, "a silent and generous 
conspiracy to assist me In maintaining my 
privacy". 

Ashe believes he contracted the virus In 
1983 through a blood transfusion during 
his second major heart surgery—the first 
was in 1979. As destiny would have it. 
tests to safeguard blood supplies did not 
begin with any seriousness till 1985. and 
as Ashe would say, "1 was 18 months too 
soon." 

Three years later, in 1988. his right hand 
went dead, its paralysis the first 
indication that something was wrong. A 
subsequent Cat-scan would show an 
abnormality of the brain, and a brain biopsy 
would later confirm he had AIDS. 

A rthur ASHE is not looking for 

sympathy or support—he would not 
have to ask anyway, for the world owes 
him and would give it freely. As a human 
being he epitomised, and still docs, so 
much of the goodness of man. rather than 
the dark side. Many men have spent their 
lives fighting battles—as Ashe did—but 
this black American not only chose what 
to fight for intelligently, but he fought with 
a dignity that always found appreciation 
from reasonable men. 

As a player per se, he would rank as high 
as No. 2 and and win 33 titles including a 
title each at the Australian Open. US Open 
and Wimbledon. But it was Wimbledon in 
1975which became, rightfully, a part of 




tennis' folk lore. 

In 1975, no one commanded more 
attention than Jimmy Connors—brash, 
crude, combative, he won three Grand 
Slam titles In 1974. his all-court, all-snort 
pummelling game set ting new levels of 
excellence, new parameters for success. 

Ashe had sneaked into the final 
courtesy a five set win over Tony Roche, 
while Connors had mas,sacred Roscoe 
Tanner for the loss of 9 games and had not 
lost a set so far. An antl-cllniax beckoned, 
moreso becau.se Ashe too had a ferocious 
power game, including a sort of 
hop-skip-and-jump walloped serve, and 
Connors everybody knew. Just loved pace. 

Only thing was, Ashe knew Uiat too. 

Blocking, slicing, pushing balls low and 
soft to Connors’ sometimes erratic 
forehand. Ashe was all delicacy and 
touch, a style the very antithesis of his 
normal game. Connors, too belligerent to 
tliink clearly, dug his own hole and Ashe 
quietly filled in the dirt. 

Four sets later it was all over. Ashe’s fist 
punching the sky. his eyes alight, and 
Connors bewildered, unable to 
understand how he had been cereberally 
dissected. 

Ashe would later say. and perhaps he 
was correct, that, "Looking back. 1 lielleve 
that my victory over Connors that day was 
the most significant singles match of the 
Seventies. I fully believe that if Connors 
had beaten me, he would have also won 
the US Open that fall (Connors lost to 
Orantes) and that Bjorn Borg would not 
have won five straight Wlmbledons. if 
Jimmy had won our match he would have 
found a way to beat Borg, and Borg’s 
ascendancy would have been delayed, or 
maybe tt wouldn't have happened at all". 

Ashe’s victory was also a triumph for the 
blacks In America...he was the first, and 
so far the only, black man to win 
, Wimbledon, and this at a time when black 
Americans were searching for role models, 
searching for acceptability. 

There is no doubt that Muhammad All 
would play the most significant role for the 
blacks...througb his own skill as an 
athlete...throu^ his refusal to fight in 



Vietnam...through the universal affection 
he was eventually given. But many black 
athletes, wrote Richard Hauser in his 
book The Life and Times of Muhammad 
Ah would play equally important, if, 
suppoirting roles. Joe l^uls, Jesse Owens 
and baseball great Jackie Robinson 
established the legitimacy of the black 
athlete. Then, in the 1960s, the black 
athlete was stniggllng for dignity and 
respect from the sports mainstream and 
American society, and the principals in 
that struggle were Tommy Smith, John 
Carlos and Arthur Ashe. 

Ashe, in fact, was often criticised by the 
black community for being too mild: they 


complained he was a tennis snob, not 
militant enough, but he never 
wavered—his comlttment was b«yond 
quesUon, and he would do things his way. 
Already he had become the president of 
the AssoclaUon of Tennis Profeaslonals. 
and far more importantty. would help in 
convincit^ the International Tennis 
Federation that South Africa, with its 
inhuman apartheid policy, did not belo^ 
in the Davis Cup. 'They listen«l and South 
Africa were banned. 

He was refused a vi& to South Africa in 

1969, but returned there in l^ando^ 

again tn October last year. A^ his last; 
visit he wrote ^article for TWfNIS \. 

magazine reflecting his concern, Whl^;hq>. 
Uke so many otheni Ua optimistic, unti^ 











them, he has not been seduced totally by 
the white man s liietorlc. nor totally 
convinced that de Klerk's moves, though 
positive means the end of ttie problem 
When the World Doubles 
Championship vras held In South Africa 
last year a few anti apartheid protestors 
were Involved in a scuffle with policemen 
and white spectators and Ashe, 






subsequently wrote this* "Condltiona io 
the nowUi^unouB township of Soweto 
lend some credence to these protests. 
Located about 12 miles from 
Johanneabuig, Soweto had about 2 
mObon people vdien I last v^ted in 1977. 
NowSoweto crams more than SmllliM 
people in the same space, with many 
resldaits living in dilapidated shacks with 
no plumbing or electricity. Tbereareno 
paved streets, public transportation, 
health services, athletic fot^ities or 
cultural amenities 

For those 3 million residents Soweto 
hasJust two swimming pools, eight tennis 
courts, (me poorly maintainedgplf course, 
one bo}einga(»demyar}d two rumdown 
s<xxer stadiums that are more dirt than 
turf Corporate sponsors spend little on 
sports in black areas, yetgl million was 
found f(xr the ATP Doubles Final with Just 
amonthsnottce Ifl were a South African. 
1 would protest too! 

Indeed, so should everyone else 

A iter his first heart operation In 1979, 
Just months after he came within a 
point of defeating John McEnroe at the 
Grand Pnx Masters, his career as a player 
was over But his reputation as an 
Intelligent, thoughtful man held him in 
good stead, for In 1981 he was appointed 
as America's Davis Cup captain—again 
the first black man to achieve that honour 
In five years, he led the US Davis Cup 
team to two wins. In the end his rift with 
McEnroe—thou^ both men shared a 
mutual respect—became one of the most 
talked about issues of his reign The 
problem, of course, was each man's 
definition of acceptable behaviour on 
court Ashe had told McEnroe, after once 
being embarassed by his best player’s 
behaviour, that he would rather default 
the match, than be humiliated by the 
umpire having to disqualify McEnroe 
McEnroe In return would tell Ashe never 
to speak to him, unless spoken to and 
admitted he and his captain had difleiing 
views of what behaviour was correct on a 
tennis court 

Ashe's links with tennis were to strong 
tobesevered and he would flit between 




vanous roles—whether anaylst for 
television, general spokesman on the 
game or conducting clinics lor 
underprivilged blacks In the meantime 
he also found time to write, A Hard Road 
ro Glory The History of the 
Alritdn Ametlcdn athlete a definitive 
ac 1 ount of the struggle and success of the 
black athlete 

UT now Arthur Robert Ashe, lighter of 
battles, pursuer of fairness, activist 
tor equality faces his most dlSlcult 
challenge Andhehasimmediatefymetit 
head on, expressing displeasure that he 
was coerced into disclosing adiat he 
believes is a private problem "I 
understand', he wrote In the Washington 
Post, "that the press has a watchdog role 
in the maintenance ol our freedom and to 
expose corrupbon I wasn't then dndam 
not now. comfortable with being 


sacrificed for the sake oi the public s right 
to know I never worried so much about 
being a social outcast as I did about not 
being able to control my life s schedule 
Keeping my AIDS status private enabled 
me to choose life s schedule That 
freedom has now been sigmflcantly 
eroded” 

He will, like Magic Johnson, help in 
creating awareness about the disease and 
the many misconceptions about it. but 
being the man he is. refuses to make it the 
only part of his agenda Multi-faceted, 
right till the very end 

"Time is the imponderable factor", he 
wrote "I don't know Hbw much ofit I have 
left” It strikes of chord of terrifying 
helplessness, but let us be grateful and 
feel prtvillged that for 48 years at least, 
and hopefuify much longer, 
suchaflne man lived amongus # 


rlghQDMn^a 

RMigon,QobUit(, 

Arthur A«h« 
and Jimmy Connor* 
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W HEN, after the 

traumatic, almost 
scandalised Indian 
experience at Shaijah 
In Oct6ba*'91. the BCCI (Board of 
Control fin-Cricket In hM^ 
decided not to particulate in any 
future toumaiiKnt In the doMrt, It 
came as some kind (tf a shodE. 
Because, readiingsosweeptoga 
dedslon so biddly was quite out (rf 
character for a body lUce the BCa. 
where various crosscurrents of 
Interests and Influences are 
omstantty at play. 

Yet It hiq^pmed, .much to our 
astonlshnient. even though some 
ofUs almost antld|)ated ^ being 
aware of the most Important 
factors thatwqde It happen* 

1 am oeitato ttaat many paopfa 

wffl agree with nto thifc move 


















the actual trauma, that India 
suffered, vdiatwasreaUy shocking 
was the mystetlous reticence (ff the 
Indian ofikdals as wdD as most of 
the iriayers about the shoddy deal 
,that was handed outtothem. hi 
place of an outburst irfpiotests. 
there was adlscreet altenoe. 

Silenoe that was bcohanccg^bytiw 

brave and the oidqmihm* 

Amid theaH rou^eonAislon 
and the ngnleiious Indian 
ieacdontfaete<seit afinrwhogave 
their faehi^ a voice, And* among 
them wna Def. whose Ad! 

blooded, twitoldsbeindlffiproath 
toerfdtotthlRttiilefaimd 

esiaaaeionttftatainistoidatand 










the extent of aaying that he'would 
never like to go back to Shaijah 
again.’Sour^ tn the BCCI sc^ 
that the Interview went a long way 
In banning Shaijah fitom IncUa'8 
cricketing calendar—a move 
apearheaded fay a section of the 
counbys top cricketing ofBclals, 
led by Jagmohan Daln^. 

The fifKt that the antl'Shaijah 
campaign was spurred on by 
petq^ Uke Dalmya, and not by die 
top ofllce-bearerB of the BOCl like 
Mr. Madhav RaoScbuUa, or 
seoetaiy Nagny, adw are 
supposed to be protecting tbe 
toterest Of Indian cricket, Ixidlcates 
some changing equatimis In the 
Bomdis peipehMl power stniflgle. 
Bidaflikt wasratbcs'puzdlng was 
Mr< Sdndla's apparent tack of 
enthusiasm In havtng the Shaijah 
Insult xedressedt 

As things unfidded, it became 
dearthat the BCCl meeting to take 
up the Sharjah scandal was 
convened hagrily throu^ the 
eflbrts ofJagRKdian Dataute and 
(dhereaOiedwhhhkn>oiKi „ 
eventually It ap happened duii 
Jajpitohan Dahniyabecmne more-. 






Madhayflao 


'noparpalual 


like a lone crusadcar. 

And. in hu;t. to the final 
reckoning the banntog of the 
Shariah tournament by the BCCI 
was jboked Upon by mai^ as 
Dalmlya'a personal triumph pvera 
top mtto to hto rMdcsfmp. adio 
iq^MUently was not aiwrse to 

^Mhdinglndtoltac^tot^har^ 
iPhateverthattnilgrbs^ It was 
dubrtoi^re^thit^ dad^ of 


BCCl would ded a nuHTtal Mow to 
the Shaijah organisers, who owe 
their huge financial gains from the 
tournament largey to the cricket 
crazy Indian settlers to Shaijah. 
Without India Siaijah is a 
bore—4h^ knew It then, thqrare 
certain about ft now, 

So. cricket dlplontaqr Is now 
back to operation. Of late, a series 
of effaris hade already bden made 














to persuade the BCP b4g to 

duuige their minds; hi^ level 
ddegations ocmqirWnSsuch 
himlnartee aa the meat Aalf Iqbal. 
thelU^ of the Shagui show, and 
the toget^dary Shdkh Abdur 
RahinimBt^umr have already 
vlattod the BCC^supvano Msmwiv 
RaoSdndia.puttlhg.hp a strong ' 
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eajtototjEseomrelT to^hg d ^ ‘' .-T 
’ deaecItstlcitBC;'. 

PbrScindhu ofNtonsly.ttj^^ 
l»aioug$deci8ion.beaniae;die. 
antt-Shi^frpvqiipalflltqrltt^^;, 
dtnis. The parasan attit^ 
fKjgmiBerabasnfltbeenftvgotten. 
and mneinqiOrtanthrthe laopoBBl 
P!ld forward by Daln^arto IhM a 
atmdar toumainetit In indlato 
abesd^F reported to have found 
fomur wtm many crldBettiig big 
ahots. 

When aftiw months a^.Jaggu 
Dahnlya took iqi the eudg^ 
agatast the Shiu^ah tournament, 
he propounded tlm tomnament 
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•lantltashamethatwe 
sucha rmyorcrldGeting nation 
eaniiot orgaidie a tounoaiiieiit like 
Sharjah vRdch would both 
entortato the gsme's fons and at 
the same time benefit many a 
fornaer crtdEeterr he said, rnakiiig 
his point‘%i India we have the 
iiMst oonmietetricketinig 
tofoastrudure. So; adiy can*twe 
hold p tournarnerit like that 
bpstead of going to every 

ymraiidaaicrjiace our hotiom? 
India should never go to SiarjAh to 

sacriflce her honour." 

AsaflrststqitowardBtuming:'. 
topnmosdtotoiealtqrOak^^ . 

CyCTjtOil^^WlOOIyinillf.a 

Shaijah'ShffotoutTiatiMmtuni^br 
theau^p|ce8oftlieCAB,the ' . 
Cndset Association of Bdt^^ * ■ 
clafmtogi “Tlie OABhas toiliie past 
has set maihr eramipleaof hosting 
nugorlntetnatlonal tounpaments 
8i|oceaaAr%. andif tireBCCthas 
a^pirobleototooigitnlsesui^e 
tounumietit fbe cwndo^ 
fbirwaid tohost the toittitopneht 
fi^edildrtoanyofoimfidtncf ^ 
cddtetmeark'bencfit^ 
wewlgjgoOutofoiiriMiytoiiidie 
tlmeveidsucomafiil.usealtour' ' 
reacmromtoinaitoMwartJiyidf 
boingan fiiteoMdlanal 
tommcunenttpriudwsttie.tiiattiie 
.S^rjsheapeffenceibnswnr.' 

.Rmeated,” '. 'V ■ 

!Agaiiidaddinbaidbi^p;#fen;‘ 
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pnifktMd j^aijaili-sl^ 
tounitfUiiientQnltBoi^. ttteb^ 
after thQrnvdBfc up tl«d^iabfMtthat 
pe can iBHMpr tvamearbetl^ 
flitpiiinafiienttagcrinstb^Mda^^ 

aUcrarltofaga^tohoMlt trtlie 

BCC^totaMdbtetolioattlMi 
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offwinJnthePGA : 
ChampionBhlpIaat - 
Augus^xhav^madett '; 
there aa the ninth 
altemative(—the world - 
df profesatonal golf haa' 
been reverb^Unigwtth 
hiaover>300yaitldrhm. 
thuddingtntogreai8.M«- 
more often than not. 

Aa if that’s not enot^^. 
the big man*? alao been 
bleaaed witha deft 
touch, which was 
invaluable around the 
notorious Crodced Stldc 
course, venue rdfais PQA 
win. Obvioua^ Daly 
doesn't think tfa 
enou^. He got himself 
into tpp gear for the 
Mastm at Augusta 
(never mind tl^ he 
d^t win) by recruiting 
the help rdme man 

to maater Augusta’s wide 
fidrways. lack of rough 
and shmt poT'fivmi on 
hisftratvtsfttothe' 
Imposing course: Fussy 
ZoeUor. 

Zo^cr. Wtiocreated 
q^idte a sdwatlbn by 
wimSSmUie 1979 
'Maaiom os a rookie and 
becdtnhV the only pbyer, 
to win at Augusta on his. 
first >datt sinew lfi|35. * 
i^qwedDdgfeodpdthe - 
cocurse snaffinrpraised 
hla‘pudl’forbetoga foat 


Last >'oaf's stai'.-^ -ioha Dalv' and 
Ian Woosnann look f'oj- ways to 
inipn)ve then- declining yatnos 
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#4 >fu ^ v 
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VVoosnam: Last year s 
Masters clianipion now 
finds his game failing to 
bits 



























couftoiy Jddc IHemuli lli^ l^ 
wa$a*shi^O(tei^ 
wh^niivtr # 0 i| Itomm 
the course. Anct no^lff Idlh^ 
golf with JolmOaiy 




ga^toLnQaririxtraii: 

gc^ fincoii atrcnq^to 
stren^iii, thiei«>aaDtJur' 
pfaqwr on j£heeoisni« 
who’s BtruggjUngtD 
nc^qMunrthelmhthat . 
hxAhbn totboMastors 
tub Jaatyear;^ and the 
bIgISest pforohcx^c to g!^ 
tblty^faefbre. fan 


'.scIbihtDf^ltaiit toge^er 
rartliati^rtaoso . 


pei(jfonto>n!i^ 1!0 
aiincMinoelito 
Sthbaitasedlisratoe^ 
stj^ieiceftilth.ttothe, 
Bito^pophtoto^aOU^^ 
stdlf^^'dtndniutwe. '? 


his ffilibat U^iblvtog 
nuniiiteaiitogK^ 
hewaa aiqiiro^ed.hsr 
tea<sldngtMnol^ Rttoon 
with sotoe advices bis 
awtog-Amto^South . 
Afikto adtomi# haaifcs 


yp dltocn iSwybe 


JCtovld 


Iggura 
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hilidiK' 

W- ■ 

ptNhlds ‘ 

Wrhsf.y 

.gfriswilifisbW 


wtNPdSHr><ttog^ 
awareoirtheilpH 
eventhegteadi 
BaUestSfos h 

Amt . 
Seve '' 

Id 
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a high iai^ibr IbtadR. 

^lavft’aiidlupto 
Woosleto|xitRftaonl4 
frlendb sdi4os-rhe 
wamt even paid fir 
ld>-4ido practice, idid - 
onoshedoesfliid. Ibcdt 
out fir the llttte man. 


edinhea^^pafdtld^^ { aiceepta. that rim geto 



GoarywheK-Anytm. WtiBadeMK Whetheryou 
moidrgaaeepiundingnnuntainroadorafping 
domaNghm^arpaweavingyourvayO^^ 
o^-yajannHyontheEiddeMXrangeoftm 
wheeler batteries. OMiedtosuitanytwowheeler 
vehkfe on hdiar) roads 

BvetybaaetyIndteextensveEadeMXrangeBaMe 
of packaged power, wkhspedafydesgned 
(eauresthx ensue optkrumperforrnance. long ^ 
andiekabktyuiderarduouscondidons. Benda 
swerve,revt4)abrake-dmisnospiKageand. whats 
more, kisieallylowonmaintenance. 
TnetedbyaBOEMsandridersakke 

So,goplaceswkhBddeMC 


Exi(>e 

BUY EXIDE. BUY PEACE OF MINQ 
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I TS really hard to believe, but 
It's the truth. For a pretty 
long time a golferwho had a 
fantastic swing and plenty of 
talent hadn’t tasted the sweetness 
of a major triumph. And that 
unfortunate fella was Fred 
Couples. However, the 32-year-old 
American has been able to 
overcome that bad patch this 
season. With three minor 
tournament wins and a couple of 
single-stroke defeats It was 
expected that Couples was on the 
threshold of a major breakthrough 
smce he Joined the professional 
tourm 1981. Not that he hasn’t 
been winning but then those small 
wins were not good enough to raise 
his status 

However, his recent fine 
performances enabled him to 
develop that cool confidence to 
harrass theblg-tlmerslnthis 
sport And his confidence and 
consistency have now propelled 
him to his first major victory This 
Couples did in great style, winning 
the US Masters at the Augusta 
I Nabonal Golf Club He beat his 
friend and mentor.the 49-year-old 
Rajnmond Floyd by two strokes 
wiUi a score of27513-under par 
Earlier, Couples missed the 
Players Championship title by a 
whisker but this anyway didn’t 
diminish the shadow of 
domination Couples has cast over 
the Amencan Circuit .and after a 
brief rest he wanted to amve at 
Augusta (where he had finished 
fifth twice In the last four 
appearances) fresh and In fine 
fettle He also had the 
psychological edge since the Sony 
computer rankings showed for the 
first time since Its introduction six 
years ago, that an American, 
Couples himself, had taken the top 
slot. And this obviously made 
Couples the hot favourite at 
Augusta. ”I can’t really wait to get 
there,” said Couples impatient 
That the American was the biggest 
threat in this prestigious 
tournament was ri^tly predicted 
by defending champion Ian 
Woosnam ofWales, Floyd 

didn’t underestimate his young 
friend’s chance. 

Couples, \riio has a 
down-to-ttrth personality, spoke 
abouthisNo. 1 world ranking: 


r 





Friend and mentbr 
Raymond Floyd reacts as 
his putt drops for a birdis 
on the 14th hois. Ho 
finished two shots behind 
compatriot Fred Couples 


"Being the No 1-ranked golfer is 
great. But if 1 can come out and 
have a chance to win (the Masters) 
or finish high, that's fine I just 
don’t see how people can say It’s 
going to be diflerent for me. If I 
decide to do things differentty it’s a 
mistake Six years ago, I was a 
pretty good player, and after I 
played. I'd sign about 15 
autographs" But for Couples It’s a 
different story right now 

He’s earned his first major 
championship and that he Is now a 
far superior golfer. Now that he has 
more fans he also ha^roblems 
with the autographs."You can't 
sign all oi them’'.wa8 his reaction. 

He ponders how he held off a late 
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challenge when his senior 
colleague Floyd, the 1976 Masters 
champion, was just a single shot 
ahead. Australian Craig Pany was 
the leader at the outset of the 
ultimate round at 12-underpar. 
With this slender lead Pany was in 
trouble. It wasn’t the Aussie’s day 
and gradually he went into obviion 
and the scene evolved around the 
two Americans. 

Couples, who played more 
relaxed golf on the back nine, 
forged ahead by one shot at the 9th 
when he putted a curling 20'foot 
birdie. Floyd's game seemed to go a 
little haywire as he muffed up his 
chances at the 10th and 12th. 
Couples can claim that the turning 
point on the final day came at the 
short 12tbhole. His tee drive 
- 


Woosnam helps Couples on 
with his tradttlonal green 
Jacket at Augusta 1 992 

landed “two feet from the water in 
the rough wldi a severe uphill lie. 
EVenCouples thought Itwas 
unbeUevable, how the ball stayed 
out of the water. Flc^d held his 
breath. "It was probably die 
biggest break in nqr life.” said 
Couples, when he proceeded to 
make a brilliant chip to within two 
feet from the pin for a par. "Iknewif 
I got fay that hole, I would wln.”And 
he did. 

But strange^ Couples did hot 
necessarily beUeve that this 
Masters triumph really ^chances 
his status as one of the game's ; 
great pkyers. Itseems^tthls 


change in fortune doesn’t mean 
much. But he’s content that with a 
first prize purse of $270.000his 
bank balance from prize mon^ 
alone has soared to $1,008,162. 
Hus there are maiqr more wins to 
follow presumably. 

Couples has a different lifestyle. 
None of the showy business. He is 
more at home in the caddies trailer 
for limch than at die dubhouse. "I 
stay mvay from the spotlight 1 luave 
a few friends at home Jh£^ 
around with. I don’t go places to get 
recognised.. As frfr as being a 
superstar, nu^be right nowlam. I 
do think I’m a good player. ButI 
don't toot my own horn too much 
because it's a weird game." 
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T his week 

continuing with 
ourself'd^ence 
techniques from 
kokutsu-dachl. 
Immobilise your 
opponent with a 
po\llerlul upward strike 
to the region Just below 
the armpit, i^le at the 
same time pull down 
his striking hand with 
your free hand. 

(Due to a sllp-up the 
main picture that 
appeared last week 
illustrates this 
technique. The main 
picture that appears this 
week Is that of aita-tsukil. 

KyvIwaliiniMilUM Naralo. 

PHOTOGRAPHS RAMANBHAUA 


KARATE 


THE POWER OF THE EIVIPTY HAND 


W 


m 


m 








<3o into kokutsiKlaehl 
and bloek the fMmeh 
witha mwaahlpuklblei^ 
(Inaeta). Than pull hbn 
towarda youanddallvar 
a hook punch to the 
aolar plexus. 
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I BEIGHTON CUP HOCKEY 


T he success ot the 
Belghton Cud 


X Belghton Cup 
Hockey Championship 
has always centred 
around the participation 
of the Army teams from 
Jalandhar Army Sendee 
Corps (ASC), Corps of 
Signals and a couple ol 
other non army outfits 
from Punjab have more 
or less formed the 
backbone of this 
tournament Yet another 
Army side the Army XI 
made its debut in the 
97th edition this season 
and. In fact won the 
championship 
With about half a 
do/en playei s from the 
Servic es team that won 
the national 
championship at 
Madurai earlier this 
year the Army XI was 
put together only 
recently Trained by 
Services team c oach, 
Sher Singh the Ai my XI 
has been raised from the 
11 Corps Opeiatlons 
Signals regiment Uke 
most Army sides this 
team also has a 
no nonsense approach 
Playing on the 
hit and run tactic the 
AimyXl proved quite a 
handful to its opponents 
in its maiden 
tournament appearanc e 
Phree Army teams 
made it to the last fout of 
the Beighton Cup this 
time It was in keeping 
with the domination of 
the Servii es team in the 
national cln uit But 
most stnkingly very few 
players from the Services 
actually made it to the 
national team 
The fourth team to 
make it to the semi finals 
was the Kapurthala 
based Railway Coach 
Factory (RCF) 
Inter-Railway 
(hampions.KCPwas in 
fact the prime diiiw of 
the tournament whl( h 
is frankly Hghtt %for 


survival, despite the 
backing of tobacco 
giants, rre But the 
national camp in New 
Delhi robbed the team of 
most of its glamour as 
Pai gat Singh the 
national team captain 
Jagdev Singh and few 
others could not assist 
the RCF side in the 
Beighton Cup 

1988Seoul Olympian 
Balwinder Singh was the 
chief attrai tion in the 
RCF side here in 
Calcutta The side also 


brought along a few 
youngsters who have 
represented the country 
at the junior level 
tournaments, but overall 
the capability of the side 
wasp^estrian In its 
first match versus Corps 
of Signals, RCF won 4 2 
via the tie-brciiker RCF 
bade farewell to the 
tournament losing 2 Oto 
defending champions 
ASC in the semi finals 
Army XI rode goals 
from Ignatius Barla in 
the 25th minute and 


John Topno in the 45th 
minute to get past EME 
in the semi-final The 
match was played under 
a killing sun and the 
teams must have craved 
for the expenmental 
substitutes rule that is to 
come m force after the 
Barcelona Ol^pics this 
August The new rule wiU 
allow t^ams to rotate 

Army XI, a team hastily 
put together for the 
Beighton Cup, are 
naturally all smiles 
after their win 



YAWN 
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Soaring temperatures, the absence of many top stars, anc 


poor organisational efficiency robbed the tournament 


of its glamour 







Awofd about the 
officiali. Despite 
a sizeable 
amount of 
sponsorship/the 
Bengal Hockey 
Association Is ail 
but killing the 
' tournament/by 
their amateurish 
attitude and 
careless approach 
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their substitutes 
continuously, instead of 
restricting the number of 
changes to Just three. 

But In a match of 
almost similar styles. 
Barla opened Army XI's 
scoring with a penalty. 
The second goal came 
from a goalmouth 
scramble. 

The heat took a heavy 
toll of the RCF side In the 
second semi-final at the 
Mohun Bagan turf. The 
team not only ran out of 
ideas but also ran out of 
breath. ASC never lost its 
grip on the game even 
though the 
inter-Rallway 
champions improved 
maiiginally after the 
breather, .^ay Larka’s 
dlst minute goal and 
James Lugen’s 52nd 
minute gei^ off a stiiT 
penalty comer hit,took 
the stufftng out of RCF. 

The final did not rise to 
great heights. On 
anotherbfdmy 


afternoon. Amiy XI and 
ASC played the hit 
and-run stuff without 
much purpose. The 
quality, like it had been 
throughout the 
tournament, was 
agonisingly vapid and it 
was not difilcuU to guess 
why Indian hockey has 
slipped to such abysmal 
depths. 

It was more luck than 
design which gave Army 
XI its victory. The final 
was decided by the 
penalty shootout and it 
was rather antl-cllmatic 
for four Umes champions 
ASC, who held the upper 
hand throughout the 
match and had even 
taken the lead through 
AjltToppo three minutes 
from the breather, to lose. 

In the shootout. 
Poovalah was the lone 
ranger for ASC. Prltam 
Sln^. Barla. Dung 
Du^ and Niman Bage 
made no mistake with 
theif 8tr(4tes to fetch 


Action during the final 
between ASC, 
Jalandhar and Army 
XI, Jalandhar. Note the 
empty seats in the 
background 

Army XI a rather lucky 
win. 

An Important aspect of 
the Beighton Cup was 
the umpiring. Two 
Internationals, and 
widely respected in the 
country. T.S. Bhullar 
and A.S. Basa, officiated 
the final match. Their 
authority and integrity 
was a lesson for the local 
umpires, who often mess 
up matches due to their 
callous attitude. 

Bhullar. in fact, has 
been chosen to officiate 
in the forthcoming 
Barcelona Games. 

A sour episode 
involving former 
international Tholba 
Singh, one of the coolest 
players in the country, 
tarnished the initial days 
of the Beighton Cup. 
Thoiba, trying to 


"protect” a colleague 
from CElSC's volatile 
D.K. Ghosh, used the 
stick to deadlier effect 
and earned the ignominy 
of seeir^ the red card. It 
might have been the first 
red card InThoiba'a 
career, but the gritty 
Manlpurl. surprisingly, 
did not have any regrets. 

And a word about the 
tournament's officials. 
Despite a sizeable 
amount of sponsorship, 
the Bengal Hockty 
Association, the 
organisers, is all but 
managing to kill the once 
blue riband of Indian 
hockqy. A careless 
approach and an 
amateurish attitude is 
simply stifling the 
Bei^ton Cup. It is high 
time that the BHA 
showed more 
professionalism and 
stopped the Beighton 
from going the IFA Shield 
way. 
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I SPECIAL FEATURE 



Russell Davies studies the Bjom Borg syndrome-^ from his sudden 
retirement to his equally unexplainable comeback—and compares 
him to other role models in sport 



memory for sonj?** and 
snalt hes gathered in 
passing fnim radio and 
television andean 
reconstitute these with 
sometimes startling 
arcuracy One of his 
specialities Is a droning 
retrain performed! 
think some years ago on 
one of those Saturday 
morning 
c omedv pop and 
hobbles programmes for 
c hildren. In whic h a 
long haired tennis 
player with a head band 
gives out with his 
spot ting autobiography 
T his emei^es In the 
form oi a dreary Swedish 
manti a along the lines of 
“Hctrledto^atmee but 
Ibeatheem and sol won 
Weembledon lor the first 
time It then bores on In 
this vein until our 
hei o BJoni Borg 
iinmistakably>has won 
Weembledon lor the fifth 
time consecutively At 
which poml the ij^cs 
make an exciting switch 
to I tried to beat heem, 
but he beat mee. "and 
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do on Hdw the thing 
flnlshcjd is not ret ailed 
but If Itwas true to life It 
simply came to an 
abiupt and inexplicable 
halt 

Borg s disappearance 
irom top tennis like 
Harold Wilsons 
withdiawal from 
government a few years 
before constitutes one of 
the great resignation 
puzzles of mexiem times 
One can put up all kinds 
of contributory 
explanations for it. but 
none seems central 
enough to be c onvincing 

Borg had enjoyed what 
he may well have 
considered an 
unrepeatable run of 
success, perhaps he 
thought it was all 
downhill from i here He 
had also married 
Manana Simionescu in 
1980, a partnership 
dissolved four years later 
and enshrined m 


between times by what 
now appears a very sad 
little bcxik Love Match’ 
Mananas belated 
wedding present to her 
husband 

It s a book in which 
euphoria and anguish 
mingle unc omfortably 
The idea of writing it 
Manana says, struck her 
a few days after that 
wonderful love doubles 
in London, when I played 
with BJom against Chris 
E^rert and her husband. 
John Ucyd "The Uoyds 
won that encounter, 
though love deserted 
both partnerships in the 
end 

It may be that Borg 
realised quite soon that 
family life was not going 
to cany him throu^ the 
great silence left behind 
by his renunciation of that 
terrible drug, 
competitiveness At all 
events, he attempted 
comebacks twice. In 


1982 and 1984 thev 
failed to take Tennis 
was c hanging rapidly 
'iwt least mi he 
technology of its 
implements and the 
surfaces of its playing 
area Borg with his great 
sweeping topspin shots 
had virtually Invented a 
new game now the 
equipment was being 
changed to cope with it 

Every time he came 
back, he was playing the 
new game with 
Increasingly out dated 
tcxils At the beginning of 
his latest resurrection, 
he was still insisting on 
wcKiden rackets, which, 
flattenng though It was 
to the Cambridge 
'stockists who were able 
to suppfy him, made 
Borg Icxik a little like 
something out of an 
Ealing Comedy He 
might Just as well have 
stipulated long white 
trousers 

But with perslstance 
thati« at least 
recognlsably 
charactensbc of him, 
Borg seems still to be 
pressing on We read of 
him losing to an 
umankedSwede who 
virtually apologised after 
the match, explaining 









that Boi^g had been the 
reason for his getting; 
Into tennis In the first 
place Then Borg and 
Uoyd ghosts from the 
Love Match’ of long ago 
were reported as having 
lost to a pair of teenagers 
young enough to be their 
sons Borg said 
afterwards that he and 
Uoyd were Just getting 
the feel of the game when 
they lost It 
In a way, there Is no 
terrible Indignity m 
this it is not the tennis 
equivalent of Randolph 
Turpin s sordid tour of 
tliehallsasa 
wrestler-butevenso It Is 
difficult to see what Borg 
is aiming to get out of this 
renewed struggle His 
best result of recent days 
was to win a tie break set 
in the course of losing to 
Nicolas Pereira No 
doubt he sees this as a 
stage In his learning to 
win again but all the 
time he is learning 
instead to 
denve small 
satisfactions from 









durable, idiosyncratic 
features (whereas Borg's 
became the prototype on 
which newcomers tosed 
their own playing 
patterns): and he has 
been able to take his 
audience along with him 
through the veiy gradual 
decline in his 
competitive 
expectations. 

He no longer expects to 
win major tournaments 
but he settles for 
creating a noisy 
sensation in going as far 
as he can go. 

The all-American 
claim that You Can Be 
Anything You Want To 
Be is an obvious fraud. 


Faldo directs the 
anger and frustration 
derived from 
competition against 
himself 

Connors is on court, you 
can believe it. It sounds 
unkind, but nothing of 
the sort was ever 
remotely true of Borg. 

It may be the case—I 
hope it is—that Borg has 
always been a much 
happier man than he has 
seemed, and that his 
resumption of his old 
trade is more a matter of 
idle curiosity about 
himself than it is a 
neurotic search for lost 
identity. But on the face 
of it. Borg is preeminent 
within that small 


category of sportsmen— 
they are almost 
invariably men. because 
women are at least 
offered an alternative 
role by Nature—whose 
existence seems entirely 
bound up with their 
success. 

You simply can't 
imagine how it will turn 
out for them when, for 
one reason or another, 
they stop winning. Nigel 
Mansell is one example, 
though Mansell's 
metabolism, once 
released from the 
horrors of his 
competitive life, seems to 
revert to such ektreme 
placidity that it's possible 
to picture him llvli^ but i 


his days as a happy 
family man and manager 
of his own investments. 

With Nick Faldo, 
another of the type, one 
cannot be so sure. There 
seems to be a lot of anger 
locked up in a sense of 
competlUon that he 
apparently greets first 
and foremost against 
himself; and it is clear 
that his endless 
tampering with his 
swing must have at least 
as much to do with 
mind-control as with 
bodily mechanics—either 
that, or Faldo has a very 
perverse and forgetful 
body indeed. 

Tlie new entrant in this 
categoiy. and one who 
interests me a lot. is Fred 
Couples. I fere is a man 
who strides about 
purposefully, hits the 
ball a long long way. and 
looks at flrst sight like a 
competitor capable of a 
certain bumptiou.sness. 
But what we learn from 
interviews, now that 
Couples is enjoying a run 
of success that some see 
as likely to culminate in 
the Masters title, tells 
another tale entirely... 

His speech-making 
capacities, in terms of 
their rhetorical drive, 
match those of Peter 
Sellers' zombie President 
in Being Ttjere. In 
himself. Couples has the 
potential to displace 
Borg at the top of the 
pyramid of Great Baffled 
Victims of Success. But 
of course. Couples hasn't 
had that outstanding a 
career, bo far. And he is 
also happily married to a 
woman with her own 
sporting 

Intereafo—dlflerent 
ones, chiefly polo—and 
the organisational 
temperament he 
apparently lacks. So 
Couples has a safety-net 
in place. Bot^g. 
meanwhile, is still failing. 






MAILBAG 


Failure... the 
key to 
victory 


T his has reference to your 
editorial. The Indian team 
needs a psychiatrist. This is the 
time for Indian cricket to start 
afresh, but at the same time this 
disaster should not be forgotten. It 
must be made clear to the players 
that it should not happen in the 
future. One should, at this time, 
remember the famous saying. 
‘Never forget failure, as it is the key 
to vlctory;Our losses remind us 
that we have to woiic hard to win. 

This disaster is not the end of the 
world for Indian cricket, but the 
players should realise the value of 
the failure and Icam from it. 
PAYALDHAR. 

NewDelhi. 


Deserving victory 


H earty congratulations to 
Imran Khan and the Pakistan 
team for winning the World Cup. It 
was a dream come true for Imran 
and Pakistan cricket. And lastly 
Akram Certainly deserved the ‘Man 
of the Match‘ award for his superb 
performance in the final. 
FAHEEMSHAIK. 

Bombay. 


Will people learn? 


I F there’s one thing that is certain 
after the World Cup it is that the 
team has not performed to its full 
potential and there is no point in 
blaming the captain. Dissension 
does exist ever^here. The players 
should remember their obli^tlon 
to the 850million people back 
home. And because of this they 
shouldfoiget the differences 
between them, at least on the field, 
and should perform as a cohesive 
unit. 

It is time that the BCCI prepare I 
wicketa at par wiUi the ones found < 
In the rest of the cricketing world if 
our team Is tbperform better. If we 
do not take ^me steps In the ri^t 


direction soon, then Indian cricket 
will never see better days again. 
D.V.M. SASTOV. . 

Vlsakhapatiiam. 


Giv« it another go, Dilip 


D IUPVENGSARKAR’S 
announcement of retiring 
from international cricket came as 
a rude shock to us. Though 
indifferent form has been nagging 
him in the recent past, everyone 
believed that he could come back 
with a vengeance. Courage and 
determination has always been 
part of his forte and he could 
certainly come back. 

Vengsarkar certainly has a lot 
more of cricket left in him and 
Indian cricket would certainly 
benefit from a few more innings 
from him. Here's hoping that he 
will reconsider his decision and 
come back into the mainstream of 
cricket once again. 
BUANBANDYOPADHYAY. 

Calcutta. I 

Time for action 

T hanks a zllllon for the exciting 
Kodak World Cup photo 
feature. It truly broi^t alive the 
myriad colours of the World Cup. 

I also take this opportunity to 
pen a few thoughts about my 
favourite team, the West Indies. In 
the last edition of the World Cup, 
the excuse given by the West 
Indians was that they were in jthe 
process of rebuilding their team 
and this World Cup also saw a veiy 
lacklustre performance from them. 
Once again, the reason forwarded 
was the same. 

One wonders when they will stop 
this rebuilding process and start 
winning some matches for a 
change. 

DEEPAKE. B. 

Kodakara. 

Whereas the rationale? 

I NDIA'S poor showir^ in the 
World Cup 1992 is yetanother 
glaring example of the lack of 
planning. Cricket, specially the 
limited overs variety, has changed 
a lot in the past few years. Unless 
we switch over to the 
unconventional approach from the I 


Dilip Vongsarkar: la this tha last 
' sxit? 

present pedestrian style we will 
continue to suffer defeats, despite 
the bountiful talents in the team. 
The batting order that we 
presented in this Wortd Cup was 
neither rational nor ivas it based on 
strategy. 

Like, we kept Kambli till the end 
of the match and send him in only 
during the slog overs and hence he 
could not play his natural 
aggressive game, because he took 
time to get set. Srlkkanth was 
persisted with in spite of his poor 
form and talented youths like Amre 
and Baneijee were sidelined. 

We neither had an aggressive 
captain like Imran nor a shrewd 
manager like Simpson. What we 
need now is a cricketing brain like 
Gavaskar at the helm of affairs and 
a captain who is given a free hand 
in the selection oTthe team. There 
should be no interference from the 
Board members who are only 
interested in securing berths for 
their zonal players in the national 
team. 

C. R PANCHANATHAN. 

NewDelhi. 










STATISTICS 


Bikash Pan ji and Prasanta Banerjee 
hold a unique record in scoring 




BIKASH PANJI. the East^BengBl captain, is only the 
second mid-Held player (after Prasanta Baneijee) in 
India to have the distinction of scoring his 100th goal 
against Southern Railway on Pebruaiy 3,1992 
during the 16th Federation Cup Football Tournament 
held at Calcutta. Panji achieved this feat within a 
span of ten years from 1982—the year he made his 
debut for Mohun Bagan. Whereas Panji's senior team 
colleague Prasanta Baneijee scored 109 goals, taking 
16 years from 1976;^the year in which hemade his 
debut for East Bengal.. 

Before starting his career for one of the city's 
premier clubs. Panji played in only one major 
tournament: Santosh TVophy for the Railway, held in 
Tilssoor, 1981. The statistics of both the midfielders 
remadn unaltered till March 15. after the final of the 
1992 All Airlines Gold Cup in Calcutta. 

This is how Bikash Panji and Prasanta Baneijee 
crossed their respective milestones. 


BIKASH PANJI: Year by year in club football 


Year 

Tssm 

Goals 

Scorsd 

1982 

Mohun Bagan 

s 

1983 

Mohun Bagan 

6 

1984 

Mohun Bagan 

10 

1985 

Ea$i Bengal 

5 

1986 

East Bengal 

2 

1987 

East Bengal 

18 

1988 

East Bengal 

14 

1990 

East Bengal 

6 

1991 

East Bengal 

9 

1992 

East Bengal 

13 


1 


89 


IN THE SANTOSH TROPHY 


Year 

Playadfor 

Goals 

Scored 


1981 

Railway 

I 

Kerala 

1986 

Bengal 

1 

Services 

1988 

Bengal 

1 

Tamil Nadv 

1989 

Bengal 

1 

Gelhi - 


4 








FOR INDIA 


Yoir 

ToumanMnt 

Opponont 

Qoato 

Seorod 

1985 

Nehru Cup 

Algeria 

1 


Pre World Cup 
Pre World Cup 

Bangladesh 

1 

i 

1989 

Nehru Cup 

North Korea 

1 

1991 

Super Soccer 

PVS Eindhoven 

I 

1991 

Nehru Cup 

Zambia 

i 


Nehru Cup 

Soviet Union 

1 


7 


Total: 100 Goals 

* Second top>scorcr tor East Bengal in the 1987 Senior Dtvi* 
slon League by scoring 15 goals, next to Cheema's 26, It is 
still a record of scoring the most number of goals (by a mid* 
fielder) In a league season. 

* Top-scorer for East Bengal in the 1988 League by netting 
nine goals. 

* Joint second top-scorer in the I4th Federation Cup (held in 
Trissoor, 1990) by scoring goals in all the three quarter-llnal 
group league matches. 

* Second top-scorer in the 1991 Bardoloi Trophy. 

* In all, 10 goals were scored by him in big matches ior Mohun 
Bagan, he scored two goals aMitf^t Mohammedan Sponing. 
while playing for East Bengal, he netted 7 goals against 
Mohd. girting and one against Mohun Bagan—in the 1st 
match of the 1988IFA League. 

HAT-TRICK 

Hast Bengal vs Kidderpore, return League, on 18.08.87. 

East Bengal vs Sonali Sibir, IFA League, on 22.02.88. 

(it was the only hat-trick in the 1988 Senior Division Group A 
League, 1988) 

4 Goals: East Bengal vs Srllong XI, Bardoloi Trophy Seml-flnal, 
on 16.09.91. 


PRASANTA BANERJEE : Year by year 
ill Club football 


Yoar 

Toam 

Goals 

Scorsd 

1976 

East Bengal 

2 

1977 

East Bengal 

2 

1978 

East Bengal 

4 

1979 

East Bengal 

i 

1980 

Md. Sporting 

2 

1981 

Md. Sporting 

7 

1982 

East Bengal 

0 

1983 

East Bengal 

i3 

1984 

Mohun Bagan 

6 

1985 

Mohun Bagan 

11 

1986 

Mohun Bagan 

7 

1987 

Mohun Bagan 

* 7 

1988 

Mohun Bagan 

16 

1989 

Mohun Bagan 

8 

1990 

Mohun Bagan 

2 

1991 

Mohun Bagan 

2 

1991 

East Bengal 

4 


'I 



IN THE SANTOSH TROPHY 


Year 

Played for 

Goals 

Scorad 

Opponents 


1981 

Bengal 

I 

Railway 


1982 

Bengal 

1 

Kerala 



Bengal 

1 

Karnataka 


1984 

Bengal 

I 

Nagaland 


1985 

Bengal 

i 

Assam 



Bengal 

I 

MP 


1986 

Bengal 

1 

Meghalaya 


1987 

Bengal 

1 

Haryana 



Bengal 

1 

9 

Maharashtra 




FOR INDIA 



Year 

Toumamant 

Opponents 

Goals 





Scorad 


1981 

four-nation tournament 
(Piyong-yong) 

China (Jr.) 

1 


Exhibition match 

Russia 

1 

1982 

Nehru Cup 

South Korea 

1 


Exhibition match 

Kuban 

(Russian team) 

I 

1983 

Pre-Olympics 

Malaysia 

1 

1984 

Asia Cup 

North Yemen 

1 


6 

Total 109 


* Second top-scorer in the 1988 Airlines Gold Cup. 

* in all three goals were scored by him in big matches, when 
he donned Mohun Bagan colours—one against Md. 
Sporting and two against East Bengal. 

HAT-TRICK 

East Bengal vs Oempo Sports Coub, 
I»eerle$sTrophy,on 5.9.83. 

Mohun Bagan vs iTL Durand Cup, on 1.11.86. 

Mohun Bagan vs SBI (Madras) Sikkim 
Governor's Gold Cup, on 23.10.89. 

* Tie-breaker goals are obviously not included in the list. 
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by fUMPIIMAD CNAirorADHYAY 












State Tennis 


V ETERAN Enric o Pipemo 
emerged besj m the men's 
division and young Neeth Deviah 
topped in the ladies section in the 
Bengal State Tennis 
championships which concluded 
recently 

An interesting episode of the flnal 
day's proceedings was the shifting 
of venue midway through the 
ladies final. With Neeth already , 
having won the first set &-4 against 
the Assamese girl, Runumee Das. | 


fading light forced the finalists to 
move to the grass courts of South 
Club from the Calcutta Gymkhana 
courts, the actual venue of the 
championships. 

The ladles flnal had to be 
completed because the players 
were to leave the same day for 
committments elsewhere, 
Runumee, howevei. shaped well at 
the South Club and forced Neeth 
into the tie-brcakei But Neeth had 
the last laugh as she triumphed in 
the second set 7 6(7 4) to him the 
title 

Enrico Pipemo: a fine biumph In 
the Bengal State Tennis 
championships 



But Runumee was not undone In 
the Under-16 girls final as she 
defeated Usha Prabhu in straight 
sets 6-2.6-3, Ihe corresponding 
bc^s' title went to SoUrabh Sharma 
who got the better of Vishal Uppal 
6-4,6-2 

The never-say-dle spirit of 
Pipemo surfaced again in the 
men's flnal Down 6-3 in the first 
set against the gangling Aslf Ismail 
of Bombay, Pipemo recovered to 
beat Ismail 6-4,6-1 to win the title. 

Pipemo went on to win a 'double' 
as he paired with Ismail to clinch 
the men's doubles crown beating 
Ram Kumar and Amit Chaturvedl 
6-4.6-4 

The State meet was rather devoid 
of glamour as both Zeeshan All and 
Leander Paes were not available. 
Leander had won the East India 
tennis just few days before the 
Gymkhana meet got underway. 


J.K. Bose Trophy 


E ast ZONE lifted the All-India 
J.K. Bose Cricket 
championship for sports 
journalists for the ninth time. In 15 
editions of this annually held 
tournament. East had also won the 
trophy in Chandigarh two years 
ago ITie meet fell through last year. 

Unlike other years, this year's 
J.K. Bose Trophy was rather a 
damp squib. Only thrra 
zones—hosts East. South and 
West—competed North could not 
put up a side. 

Etest Zone ran out 
comprehensive winners beating 
South Zone by 10 wickets in their 
opening match at the Eden 
Cardens In the three-team 
round-robin league. South 
defeated West by seven wickets. 

East completed the rout 
hammering West Zone by 10 
wickets on the last day of the 
competition. With/wo wins under 
their belt. East became the 
champions. 

The ease with which East came 
through their matches was 
expected. South was not at thdr 
full stren^ and West Zone, also, 
had couple td'key players missing. 
But East's openers Amp 









East Zona wore the winners of 
the J.K. Bose trophy 

Chatteijee, who made 54 off 60 
balls, and Avl Saha, who compiled 
56 oiTGl balls, against West, 
impressed. 

On the bowling front. East's 
Blplab Bose ran through the South 
batting with Ave wickets for 15 
runs. Versus West, veteran Shyam 
Sundar Ghosh bowled his deadly 
Inswingers to end with three 
wickets for 22. 

In the A.C. Ball Memorial table 
tennis championship. Bombay 
dethroned Calcutta 3-1 with R.K. 


Bowrie playing a major role in the 
win. Bowrie also defended his 
single's tllle, successfully 
defeating Hyderabad's A.J. 
Subhas Roy 21 ■ 18.21 -15 In the 
Anal. 

SoumttniloM 


Eastern India Golf 


C AODIE-tumed pro, Basad All's 
winning streak went 
unchecked as the Calcutta-based 
golfer won the WUls Eastern India 
championship at the Rc^l 


Calcutta Golf Club recently. 

It has been a pretty good season 
for Basad. With at least three major 
tournaments under his belt. 
Basad's earnings have swelled. 

But he had a rather indifferent 
outing in the Indian Open in the 
second half of March. 

Basad Jumped into the lead on 
the opening day of the Eastern 
India with a two under 71. BunQr 
Randhawa too shared the lead but 
faded out as the competition wore 
on. 

Basad never spumed his lead 
and with a brilliant four under 69 
in the second round, he went 
ahead of the pack. Aditya Khaitan 
kept pegging away in the amateurs' 
division and had a cumulative 
score of 145 at the end of the 
second round. 

Basad shot a one under 72 in the 
penultimate round and went on to 
win the championship with a total 
score of282. Youngster Indrajit 
Bhalotia, who is easily the most 
promising golfer in the circuit. 
Anished runners-up Just two 
strokes behind the leader. 

Khaitan went on to win the 
amateurs' title with a score of299. 



Baaad Ail did wall in tha WIHa 
Eaatam India Ooff 
championahips 






CALCUTTA 


State Junior Chess 


R OKTIM BANDOPADWAY and 
Gargi Meur emerged the best 
In the Under-17 State Junior 
Chess championships In the boys* 
and girls* sections, respectively. 
TTie Stale meet was held at the 
Netaji Indoor Stadium recently. 

Roktini finished with 
four-and-a-half points to edge out 
Suvrajit Saha by half-a-point for 
the title. Aniek Paul Souvik 
l^amanik (3) and Sandlpan 
Chanda (3) finished in that order. 

In the girls* Under-17 section, 
Gargi ended with 2'/3 points. The 
Mohta sisters, Swatt and Nisha 
finished with 2 and 1 *4 points to 
finish second and third, 
respectively. 

There was a strong fight in the 
boys Under-8 category. In fact, it is 
this fierce competitirm in 
the sub-Junior levels that helps 
Bengal produce such talented 
players in the country. Adwaya 
Chaudhuri, with five points in his 
kitty, became champion while 
Nilav Upadhyay with four points 
was second. Debadltya Datta and 
Saptarshi Roy each ended with 
three points. 

•oumltrsloss 


Night Navigation 
Rally 




India has gone over to Maruti 
G 3 ^sys (and Maruti 1000s from 
this year, according to rumour) 
and Suzuki Supras. rallying in 
Bengal is still wallowing behind the 
times. So if one sees tatty 
Ambassadors and Enfield Bullets 
lumbering down what passes for 
highways in Bengal during a rally, 
one should not be too surprised. 
But what is lacking in technology is 
amply made up for tty the 
enthusiasm and frlendty 
atmosphere surrounding 
rallies. 


I 

% 

I 
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RoMlm Bandopadhyaya: 

Under*17 chaaa champion 

Although the CMSC is the oldest 
motorsports club in India, over the 
last fewyears there has been an 
acute lack of sponsorship available 
to it. which has led to a paucity of 
events held. This year, things 
might be looking up if the Nf^t 
Navigation Rally on April 11 & 121s 
anything to go tty. 

\ In a night navi^tion rally, 


emphasis is laid on good 
navigation and keen road sense 
which means that it is not a good 
starting point for novices. But in 
this rally, there were a lot of entries 
from novices wdych pointed 
towards a healthy interest in the 

sport. *1110 fact that most didn't 
complete and that some were 
already lost by the time they 
reach^ the.^stem Cominand 

Stadium (adiere MrB.K. Saha. 


so 








TN winner* of th« two and four 
wheelere, with their trophies 

the rally), is another matter. There 
was even a husband*wife team on 
two wheels. Ahlad & Reena Roy. a 
la ^agat and Ahita Nanjappa down 
South. 

The Rally route covered 250kms 
and was set seasoned veterans 
Proshanto Paul & Nani Gopal 
Chanda. After the flag-off, the 
vehicles headed tow^s the 
Dhapa (City garbage dump) and 
the lUsba Indiisti^ state via 
Garla. PatuU and Bantala for the 
competitive stages. 

the only minor mishap occurred 
at Dhapa when Mitll Ctjakravaity’s 
car hit a marshal’s carik^lle 
braking hard on the sllj^reiy 
cobbled siuface at a lYme Control 
(TC). With temporary repairs 
effected, Mitll resumed his battle 
with Arlndam Ghosh In a Maruti 
800. Arlndmn had earlier suiSaed 
a blowout in the Kasha area and 
had lost time driving on a flaf'j^re 
befOFeUetng able to change atwe 
iMOclTC. Driving al^s havingbe«n 
tested, It waanow the tumof 


navigators as the rally moved Into 
that maze called Salt Lake City and 
Indeed the route had them foxed for 
the entire rally got lost and was 
delayed ly an hour. 

At the first sector halt, the Salt 
Lake Service Station. Mltil's G)rpsy 
was the first to arrive, suffering 
from carburettor floo^g. Just 
before 3 am. The last vehicle 
arrived at 5.15 am and it was 
becoming a day rally. But, keeping 
the novices in mind, the organisers 
decided against timebarrlng the 
latecomers so that by finishing the 
rally, they would get a feeling of 
achievement. 

The finish was at the Aslor Hotel 
where at the prize distribution 
many opinions were expressed 
with ^ndam Ghosh feeling ft 
should have been a two-man rally 
vdiile the wlrmer, Mitll 
Chaktabotly said that the vast 
amount of calculation involved 
required a three-man team. 

But everyone was unanimous 
about the fact that to sustain the 
tremendous Interest generated by 
this rally, more events are required 
to be held In the future. 


KANPUR 


Inter-Electricity 

Football 


P UNJAB and West Bengal were 
declared Joint winners after a 
goalless flnalin the 19th All India 
Inter-Electricity Board Football 
tournament. 

Earlier. In the semis, the 
eventual champion had blanked 
Orissa 4-1. While West Bengal In 
the other scml-flnal overcome 
hosts Kerala by a solitary goal. 

In the losers' final. Kerala 
outplayed Orissa 4-0.18 teams 
were In the fray for the title. 
KallsshAgarwal 


All India Bridge 


I Twas a Calrulta show, ail the 
way. In the’AIl India .Sriniwas 
Lohia Bridge tournameiil. being 
played at the Kanpur Union Club, 
Phoolbagh here. R. Chaltcijee, A. 
Kundu. A.Sengupta. A. Das. Milan 











Roy and S Saha of Standard 
Chartered Bank. Cak utta won the 
final against Patron's team 
Kanpur by 37 Inlemat lonal match 
points 

The Calcutta guys deservedly 
won a purse of Rs 15 000 The 
I’atron’s team whu h included Lallt 
Shrlvaslav, H C Nigam, P Basu, 
BM Singh and TN Singli 
remained route nt with the second 
plac e They bagged a c ash prl/e of 
Rs 8000 Manas Mukheijee and 
Kantha the losing semi finalists, 
also fiom Calcutta, got Rs 2500 
each 


SILCHAR 


Sunil Valson 
Benefit 


B ig c rlcket arrived In Sllchar 
with the Sunil Valson Benefit 
match on April 8 The sleepy 
township, south of Assam known 
for cane furniture, sprawling tea 
estates and regular rainfall alms to 
become an important regional 
cricket centre—^thc Faridabad of 
the north cast Eight of India’s 
World Cup squad, ex Windies 
skipper Alvin Kalllcharan Sunil 
Gavaskar Roger Blnny S Klmiani 
and Anshuman Gaekwad played in 
the fun and fiollr match at Sik har 
Some ol the Pakistan stars who 
had promised to come missed out. 
due to victory celebrations at home 
Valson s slick organisation 
enabled the benefit match to go off 
smoothly and be financially viable 
Metk ulous planning and lots of 
legwork led to the success of the 
match A deputy officer in the 
public relations department ol the 
Steel Authority of India Ltd. (SAIL). 
Valson made a trip to Australia 
dunng the World Cup to finalise 
the players He utilised the services 
of Minister of Steel and Mines. Mr 
Santosh Mohan Debfend his own 
department to ensure success 

E>ev s bon-ln-taw, Karun Dube, 
the former Orissa and East Zone 
opening batsman is a college fnend 
of Valson (both played for Hindu 
College in the mid 1970s) The 
minister also had his own axe to ! 



Sunil Valson: a fitting benefit 
match 

grind He wants to make “Sllchar 
an alternative to Guwahatl as a 
sports centre of Assam " So many 
forces were at work to make the 
Sllchar benefit a success The 
covers at the venue were certainly 
excellent In spite of heavy 
overnight rain, the match started 
onbme ^so enthusiastic 
volunteers mopped the outfield 
Everybody benefitted from this 
“masalamatch "The main 
beneficiary feural Valson got Rs six 
lakhs With major stars In action 
for the first time, ticket sales were 
bnsk A capacity crowd of 20,(XX} 
willingly bought tickets even at 
exorbitant prices of Rs. 100.150 
and 300 The turnover from gate 
money was Rs 20 lakhs 
Sunil Valson. the left arm 
seamer never represented India In 
Tests and one>dayers but was 
unlucl^ not to do so The 
Gavasl^—Bedl feud probably 


cost him a place for the 1990 tour 
Down Under when he was at his 
peak Nippy off the wicket, he 
rattled the best batsmen with the 
occasional bouncer and the odd 
one which came in He was a 
member of the victorious 1903 
World Cup squad but did not play a 
match In the elation of the victory, 
he was promised a flat by the Delhi 
administration, but the deal never 
matenallsed Now with the Rs six 
lakhs and maybe some more 
money from Sllchar, Valson and 
his attractive Assamese wife, 
Shabnam. can achieve middle 
class respectability and a flat in 
Delhi In the RanjllYophy. Valson 
served three teams. Delhi 1977-78 
to 1980-81, and 1982-83 to 
1986-87, Tamil Nadu, 1981-82, 
and Railways, 1987-68, with 
distinction and finished with over 
200 first class wickets for an 
average of25 35 A perfect team 
man he got a near perfect benefit 
and deserved it fulfy. 

NevyKapadta 







' A Ricrr wmeki tmby piay during a * . - - - - 

VOW OP SILENCE^ ^OU &URE THIS IS A NUMBER.ONE DRIVER? 
















ALl AIRLiN6S GOLD CUP FOOTBALL 



East Bangal skipper 
BIkash ninJI(M)and 
eioae friend Krishanu 
Daywlth the Alrilnea 
Gold Cup after 
defeating Bagan In the 
final at the Salt Lake 
Stadium 


FUGHIW VKKIlir 


O ver zealous efforts crucial group-league match again- 

to have the 'right* st Titanium, the referee and the 

teams featuring in linesman preferring to look the 
the latter rounds other way. Then, in the semi-final, 

have in the past Ian- Christopher Kem used his right, 

ded the organisers karate-style, to bring down ^st 


O ver zealous efforts 
to have the'right* 
teams featuring in 
the latter rounds 
have in the past lan¬ 
ded the organisers 
of the All Airlines Gold Cup football 
tournament in trouble. It was poe¬ 
tic justice that they were kept wait¬ 
ing for seven years for their first 
Mohun Bagan-East Bengal final 
But, even that came about with the 
'helping hand’ very much in 
evidence. 

Amlt Bhadra used his left hand 
to good effect as he pushed home 
Mohun Bagan’s match-wlrmer in a 


crucial group-league match again¬ 
st Titanium, the referee and the 
linesman preferring to look the 
other way. Then, in the semi-final, 
Christopher Kem used his right, 
karate-style, to bring down ^st 
Bengal medio Prasanta Baneijee 
and earn the red card. 

Mohammedan Sporting, having 
neutralised East Bengal's early 
lead, were, at that stage of the 
match, threatening to tear apart 
their opponents' difence. with 
Christopher playing a telling role hi 
mldfidd. As he non-chalantly 
stomped off the pitch, he took with 
him his team’s chances. Coming as 








It did only a day after the Nigerian 
had accepted advance payment for 
a season with East Bengal, his 
unprovoked and Irresponsible act 




that he had given it away In fact, 
the tournament, which concluded 
Just four days before IFA’s inter¬ 
club transfers began, was never 
out of the shadows of this annual 
drama 

As far as club oftldals and fans 
arecomemed itisatimewhen 
players l(^altles are suspect It 
was. thus not surprising that 
DebashisSaikar one of the heroes 
of Mohun Bagan s Federation Cup 
win m February was not fielded at 
all for the medio had already decid¬ 
ed on going bac k to East Bengal 
With the backdrop ol the transfers ’ 
looming large and the city's ver¬ 
nacular dallies filling up their 
pages with news and spet ulation 
on who s going where, the touma- 


Ontwondm^flitt 

mdiloMniaiiitftli 

sdimc qf thinsi. H it 
nrMniloyt to litvt tn 
Aiff^f p omoti td linttl 
liittbniislitodctiifr 
{lift fix 

of tiicin ftom the host 
cHyittelf* 


ment was almost but forgotten Till 
the April 15 final at the &lt Lake 
Stadium 

About 40 tliousand spectators— 
irvery good crowd cfihsidering the 
response to the tournament till 
then—braved the scorching sun to 
be party to another clash between 
the two Calcutta giants The teams 


wmm 




A - - A « 




t 

iai >- 

m y 

V 


Mr- 

f 





had already met in a drab group- 
league dicounter on the opeid^ 
ds^ but the final, quite ex^tedty. 
was a lot more entertaining. It was. 
one suspects, notjust because 
the winner-takes-all situation, but 
alsobecause the final provided 
the ladt cg^rtuniiy for ttyMaldan 
stanijto ^piaytheir wares ant], 
catch the eye of the club officials 
before the bargaining and hag^ing 
for fees began in light earnest 
It is amazing the number of times 
Kuljlt Singh has managed to hog 
the ilmeUght after the most ‘ 
undistin^shed of tenures on the 
pitch The East Bengal striker wip¬ 
ed out memories of another listless 
showl^ managing the most ^ 
impiHlant act the tournament— 
scoring'fie only foal sithe final 
His left-fodft^ curled around the 
Mohun Bagan‘wall* from a 80th 
minute free-kick just outside the 
box, found its m^ butTanumoy 
Bose’s efibrt (or. rather, the lack of 
It) hardly justified the goalkeeper's 
stature as one of the leaders In his 
trade in the country After having 
plugged the gap at first post with 
the wall, the top comer near the 
second upright Is exactly where 
any goalkeeper worth his salt 
would expect the ball to come from 
a direct Idck Strangely, Tanumi^ 
had hardly moved and looked the 
most surprised man on the ground 
when the ball wwnt past him to 
bulge the iwt 

The result, however, was In the 
fitness of thln^ for Ea^t Bengal 
had looked the better team. Iwth In 
the final and tn the earlier match 
between the two teams E^ren 
though Mohun Bagan were bolster¬ 
ed by the Inclusion of stopper 
Achmta Belel and striker Sishir 
Ghosh for the final, the players. It 
seemed, did not quite believe they 
could beat their arch-rivate. Quite 
Inexplicably. thQr fell Into defen¬ 
sive postures and allowed East 
Bengal to dictate terms The point 
was driven home further when, in 
the nothing-to-lose situation afler 
the goal. Mohun Bagan created 


Mohun 
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B8F qoal k oop e r Blvash Saiw in 
tho aemto. MuktwrjM waa 
ad|udgad tha playar of th« 
tournament 







$arlc4r,oiie 
oftticlicroesof 
MbftiiiiBiisan's 
Federation Cup win^ 
not fielded at all 
for the medio has 
abeady decided on 
Eas 


their best scoring chances of the 
match. 

Krishanu Oey. as always, was 
the fountainhead of the East 
Bengal attack. He kept flouting his 
genius as he sprayed defence 
splitting passes with unerring 
accuracy. With Prasanta Baneijjee 
and the young Tushar Rakshit hav¬ 
ing a good tournament. East 
Bengal’s midfield had a look of soli¬ 
dity. though Kuljft's disappointing 
form and the absence of Bikash 
PanJ i for much of the tournament 
meant that their striking power 
lacked teeth. 


Sat3rajit Chattetjee took the bulk 
of the load for Mohun Bagan and 
his searing runs helped split up 
opposing defences time and again. 
However, their defenders, changed 
and chopped with eveiy match, pro¬ 
ved ajltteiy lot. Tlie goa] they let in 
against Kerala league champions 
Titanium, froth a 20-yard free- 
kick. was the result ofa defective 
‘wall’ and It briefly threatened the 
team with exit even before the semi¬ 
finals. Tlie match, of course, was 
made (in)famous by the Bhadra 
•goal’. 

The stopper, having seen his 
header from a comer-kick come 
back off a defender on the goalline, 
pushed the rebound In with his 
hand. Referee Oipak Das and lines¬ 
man ShantI Baneijee saw it fit to I 
igiiore the infringement and it | 
almost brouglit about a walkout 1^ 
the Kerala side. TTie organisers, 
strangely, had appointed a Calcut¬ 
ta man to supervise the match 
when two outstation referees were 
on their panel. 

Titanium, left with the task of 
defeating East Bengal in their next 

Kuijn draws first blood when his 
header went past Mohd. 

Sporting keepier Debashis 
Ganguly In the semi-final 
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match, put up a spirited show. 
Their attack brought in a lot more 
improvisation than that of their 
opponents, but the genius of Kri¬ 
shanu and Prasanta proved the 
bugbear once again. 

Among the outstation teams. 
Jalandhar’s BSF looked the most 
potent. With Gouranga Pal and 
Darbara Singh doing a good Job 
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East Bangal’s Kuljit SIftgh's 
open nal fMadar misaad tiN 
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Royal Nepal Airlines, sans star 
Mani Shah, was a disappointment. 
Uke Krlshanu, Shah is a brilliant 
bail player and his presence would 
surely have delighted the connois¬ 
seurs. Thoi;^ Ganesh Thapa 
showed gllippses of his old form, it 
was Just not enough to lift his team. 


open net header misaed the 

Mohammedwi Sporting goal In 
the final. However KuIJIt 
managed to score the 
match-winner against Began 

especially with the experience of 
having to play in near-4QC qylte ali¬ 
en to them. " —* 

The.toumament, of course, 
allowed the fans a good look at the 
new outstatlon recruits of the big 
clubs. Bernard Oparanozie, who 
had caught the eye during the Fede¬ 
ration Cup. was shadow of himself. 
He was pathetically slow. Thomas 
Khusboo, Mohun Bagan's other 
outstatlon recruit, also failed to get 
his act together. 

The most outstanding among 
the outstatlon men was Nagpur's ’ 
Abdul Khalique. He showed keen 
positional sense and It was no sur¬ 
prise that the Mohammedan Sport¬ 
ing forward finished as the top sco¬ 
rer of the meet. Babu Mani, having 
shed a lot of the weight he had put 
on last season, is on a comeback 
traili. 

Having been through it all, one 
wonders what such tournaments 
serve in AlFFs scheme of things. It 
is ridiculous to have an AIFF- 
recognlsed meet that brings toge¬ 
ther just six teams (the 1988 tour¬ 
nament in Siligurl featured flvel), 
three of them from the host city 
itself. Then, with East Bengal refus¬ 
ing to take part without their six 
first-eleven players busy in the 
Asia Cup preparatory camp in 
Bangalore, the meet had to be 
pushed back by four days. It meant 
that there were two group-league 
matches everyday, and the organi¬ 
sers decided to stage one of them at 
the Salt Lake Stadium, while the 
other was played at the Rabindra 
Sarobar Stadium at the other end 
of the city. It only helped encourage 
an even poorer spectator tvimout. 

The standard of football dished 
out was. of course, one of the main 
reason why the fans stayed away. 
Another must have been the fact 
that barely a month-and-a-half 
earlier, the ci^am of India's club 
teams had gathered in the city for 
their most coveted trophy - - the 
Federation Cup. 
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\J MOHAMMAD. 
Indian national tennis 
champion of the thirties 
and the first Indian to 
reach the quarter-flnal 
at Wimbledon (1939. lost 
toRL Riggs), died m 
Hyderabad on Apr. 81^ 
1989. 

O N Apr. 93,1989, 

Nai^ot Singh Sidhu 
scored 286 against 
Jamaica at IQngston-the 


SPORTSWEEK 


This %vc€k in the Mtloiy of spoit 


highest score an 
Indian on a tour. 

O NApr.94,189S 

Captain Joshua 
Slocum started his 
successful 

single-handed voyage 
round the world from 
Boston in a 36-ft boat 
Sloop Spray.’ 

A dog named’Shoe’ 
achieved the highest 
speed of 67 14kmphln 
greyhound racing in 


Richmond. Australia on 

Apr. 95,1968. 

S OCCER star Diego 
Maradona, hero of 
Argentina’s 1986World 
Cup Victory, was 
arrested on Apr. 96,1991 
in Buenos Aires on 
charges of drugs 
possession and was later 
released on a 20.000 
dollar bond. 

R .A QUNTOWSKIof 
LTnited States of 


America set a world 
record of 15ft 81/2 in. in 
men’s polevault at Palo 
Alto. USAonApr.97,19S7. 

O N Apr. 98,1967 world 
heavyweight boxing 
champion Mohammad 
All was stripped of his 
title by American Boxing 
authorities for his 
refusal to fight for 
America m the Vietnam 


AJL Sharif 


MILESTONES 



Australia will play 
three'Tests and 
three one-day 
internationals in its 
five-week tour to Sri 
Lanka in August 
and September. 

This wfll be the first 
finsigntourinSrl 
Lank a since 1887. 
WW: By Jim Courier 
theJapan'Tennis 
Champtonahips in 
Tokyo. He defeated 
Rlchaid Ibajicek 
6-4. S-4.7-6, (7-3) in 
the final. With this 
win he regained his 
No. 1 ranking. 

WON: By Antonio 
Pinto of Pcotugal. 
the 12thLofulon 
Marathon. He 
coUected $55.000a^ 
the first prize. 
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SOUTH AFRICA IN THE CARIBBEAN 






Tony Coxier 

were arouse 


!oxier was there to provide glimpses of the emotions that 
aroused by the South African tour of the West Indies 


S OUTH APMCA’S cricketers took another decisive step towards 
intemaUohal acceptance when they played in the heartland of 
anti-apartheid sentiment in a fleeting series conflned to three 
one-day internationals and their first Test match since 1970. 

The streets of Kington were not thronged with thousands 
tossing'garlands of welcome as they were for the South Africans' 
arrival in Calcutta last November on their first overseas venture since* 
readmission to the International Cricket Council. They could expect no more 
than grudging acceptance from a strongly politicised population aware of the 
effects of white domination on their black kith and kin in South Africa and still 
wary about the lifting of sporting sanctions. Steve Biko stirs memories here, not 
Graeme Pollock. 

Only the support of Nelson Mandela and the former Jamaican Prime Minister 
Michael Manley, (me of the Third World’s most strident voices ageiinst 
apartheid, has got them here. 

So, too, had the rare chance for the West Indies Cricket Board of Control to 
make a healthy profit. Shalqr economies, small populations and exorbitant 
hotel rates usually result in sizeable losses for the board in a home series. But the 
South Africans, throtfgh sponsorship by British Petr<rfeum. paid their way 
leaving the West Indies to pocket the gate receipts and the rights for the live 
television coverage back to South Africa and Britain. 

They also found cricketing Interest diminished by post-mortems on West 
Indian falliHes in the World Cup. Six of the eight matches were carried live on TV 
and the public did not like what it saw. 

Distinguished voices such as Sir Garfield Sobers. Michael Holding and 
Gordon Greenidge were among those raised in anguish. “I didn't see the 
camaraderie that I used to know." was Holding's assessment. "It seems to me 
they were a bunch of guys who were called together at the last moment to go out 
there and play a cricket match." Greenidge, who retired in October after 108 
Test matches, claimed there was a “breakdown in the total harmony of the 
team". Sobers reflected widespread feeling that “a number of players selected 
' should have been left at home and a number of players who should have gone 
were left here”. 

This was a reference to the former captain. Vivian Richards. Greenidge and 
Jeffrey Dujon, all Jettisoned ty selectors keen to rebuild a side under a new 
captain, Richie Richardson. 

Although he quit the captaincy, and Test Cricket at the end of the series in 
England last summer, Richards had insisted that he was keen to play in the 
World Cup. Still ignored, he asserted that "some people in positions of 
responsibility in the team and on the Ixiard did not want me anyway.” That 
Implicated Richardson, a fellow Antiguan, who has been so weighed down by 
the pressures of captaincy that he was out in single flgures five times and 
managed only one half-centuiy in the World Cup. 

Newspaper polls in Barbados have indicated a big majority in favour of 
dumping Richardson after only six months in the job and giving it to Desmond 
Haynes, Richards’s vice-captain who was overlooked when Richards stepped 
down. When the fast bowler Tony Gray, of Trinidad, was left out of the World 
Cup team, the president of his board. Alley Lequay, said he was considering 
refusing to host any matches a^nst the South ^Mcans at the Queen's Park 
Oval in protest. 

It is a background of disarray the South Africans could not use it to their 
advantage. Their win over the West Indies in the World Cup was^ bitter pill to 
swallow but at least that was on the other side of the world. To have it repeated 
here, more especially in the single Test match at Kensington Oval on a ^und 
where the West Indies have not lost since 1935 and have won 10 times In 
succession since 1978, may be too much to take. 

Indeed it was not the South Africans who had to worry about hostile crowds 
during the next series but rather the West Indians themselves. - 

CouttMy ThtlnclKwndanl 
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D oes 2 Halden Street, 

Kensington Parit. Adelaide, 
South Australia mean anything 
to you? Probably nothing. If you 
aren't a desperate cricket fan. But ifyou 
are, then 3 mu'll understand, for we're 
talking a^ut the address of a shrine—to 
put It simply, the house of Sir Donald 
George Bradman. 

Td hay Bradman is a living legend, 
wcmld be a classic understatement. Yet he 
is also a recluse, not perhaps as reticent as 
Greta Qarbo was. but very close. If seeing 
him is improbable, reading about him is 
equally difilcult, for Bradman has 
withdrawn from public life, becoming a 
mysterious personality, reluctant always 
to give interviews, the last of which was 
done God knows when. 

Needless to say. everyone in Australia's 
cricketing fraternity knows who the 'Don' 
is. but in this land of the immigrant not 
everybody else does. The taxi driver, for 
instance, who drove me from Adelaide 
Airport to my hotel, had never heard of 
'Halden Street', but considering he was of 
Greek descent he was quickly forgiven. 

But that was nothing. The cab driver the 
next day, having located ‘Halden Street' 
after consulting his map book at length, 
seemed suitably impressed when I 
mentioned I was off to see Bradman. “Yeah 
mate, though I don't follow cricket I've 
heard of him". He should have left it at that. 
Instead he continued: “But tell me why did 
he cut offhis beard? He looked better with 
it on“. By now I was totally bewildered, 
realising after much calculation that the 
cabbie. Ignorant most definitely, had 
confused Bradman with Allan Border. 

However, by this point we were nearing 
Bradman’s house and I was getting 
increaslngty nervous. How could one 
Intrude Into a l^end's privacy, especially 
in a country wdiere impromptu visits are 
not sodalty acceptable. I mean this Isa 
country where ifyou want fo visit your 
I mother cm: sister or whoever, you have to 
, call in advance to fix a tlme-^at, is the 
done thing. 

Rify fear was further compounded ly a 
story the fcMmer Bengal caption Gc^ral 
Bose told me. A friend iff hfe. imterlng 
out^de Bradman's house, was plck^ up 
! ly the police and released later with the 
warning,‘Tfevercxrme here again. We 
consider this house our national property 
where trespassers are prosecuted." 

Since a morning in the pc^ce station 
hardly excited me. I stopped the taxi about 
SOOnwtres from Bradman's house and 
began loddng for some form cffhe^i. A 
bunch of gills {daylng tennis proved 



useless, merely pointing to where his 
house was. which I knew anyway 

What now? 

Surprisingly, an ally, and from a most 
unexpected quarter—Debashis Dutta, a 
Jourr^st buddy from a rival paper. We 
both looked at each other and burst into 
lau^ter. for we had met merely about half 
an hour ago, adien he said he was going to 
the bank, and lexplained I was heading for 
the Adelaide Oval. And here we both were, 
having failed to outdo each other. 

Resided to the fact that neither of us had 
a scoop, we decided the enormity of the 
venture demanded a truce—we would go 
for Bradman tc^ether. 

tuck favours the brave remember, and 
luck for us was Lucy, a girl who lived in the 
house adjoining Bradman's. Lucy's advice 
was to "stick around, because he only 
comes out of his house once a day to 


(Above): In the history 
of Australian sport, 
ISw man have been as 
honoured and 
respected as 
Bradman 
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(Rlgt>t). Aaarlaaof 
paintings that hang at tiia 
Bradman museum in 
Bowral 

(Balow): A ram 
photograph of Bradmm 
(right) In his youth, 
during a mock wraatling 
match 



collect his mail and that s about now (10 
a m)” 

And so we waited and waited and 
waited, but no Bradman Time for action 
Finding courage from the absense of a 
policeman or any‘Beware of ‘signs, we 
cautiously entered the gate and 
approached the house It is worth 
mentioning that prior to the World Cup, I 
had sent Sir Donald a letter, or should I 
say an impassioned plea, requesting an 
Interview His reply, though courteous, 
was in the negative “lam 83 now”, he 
wrote, “and I suppose 1 have the rl^t to 
spend my remaining days on earth 
peaceful^” So now it was a question of 
Intruding his privacy as opposed to 
realising every cricket writers dream of 
meeting hlm-^^lfishness prevailed, 1 had 
to meet him 

So we knocked on the door with great 
trepidation and held our breath Minutes 
later he answered the door, looking to be 
precise, quite flabbergasted Before he 
could say arythlng we said, “Slr.youarea 
herotous,aGod We’re extremely sorry to 
disturb you, but since your number is 
unlisted We had no oth^ choice” Sir Don. 
always the gentleman, said, “It's very nice 
of you to luve come all the way. I wish I 
could spend some time with you but n^ 
wife is very sick. So please excuse me. I 
have to go up and look after her. Infoctl’m 
not keeping well nqrseir Incidentally. 
Jesse Bradman is also 83 years old. the 
same age as her husband, and 
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(Lan):The house where 
Bradmen grew up has 
become a monument 

(Below): The man fs old, 
unwell, but unfailingly 
polite and courteous 


unfortunately has been quite 11) for 
sometime 

Bradman, understandably reluctant to 
talk further, did agree however to pose for 
a photograph But would you believe it. 
tlie camera wouldn’t work Nothing, 
absolutely nothing, could be more 
embarassing Worse, that meant another 
trip next morning 

To make up lor our/hux pas. next 
morning we went armed with gifts and. of 
course, a liincUonal camera Fortunately 
there were no policeman on patrol—in 
fact, there was nobody around except the 
Bradman family's house physician, whom 
we mistook for Bradman's son John, a 
lecturer at Adelaide University. John, who 
visits his family on weekends changed his 
name from Br^man to Bresden. the 
pressure (rf'being Don Bradman’s son 
obviously and understandably too much. 
And John Bresden dislikes Journalists 
intensely. 

While the doctor clarlfled that he was 
not John and had cmly ccnne to see Laify 
Bradman. Sir Don came out. accepted his 
gifts, signed autographs, posed for 
photographs, all done with a wonderful 
grace. And then, excusing himself once 
again, he was gone. 

In all this ac^enture, all 1 had managed 
was a fleeting ^mpse of him anda few 
words. But 1 have ^ photographs ^hlm 
and his voice on t^ie rea»rder. And 

thqr will live with me forever for they are 
priceless. My meeting with Sr Don win 
never be Ibrigotten. • 
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FORMULA ONE NEWS 


O N THE track all eyes are on Nigel 
Mansell. This is the beginning of 
what will almost certainly be his 
last stand. He has decid^ that 
he will be the first into the first comer after 
the grid. And he is trying his damnedest to 
be first in every race till November. 

Mansell, at the moment at least, is 
riding the crest of a tidal wave that has 
smashed everything that dared get in his 
way. Three races*---Stouth Africa, Mexico 
and Braxil—and three outright wins. 
Mansell is finally baring his teeth because 
he knows It is‘now or never’for him. 

Ever since he made his debut in 1980 at 
Austria he has been waiting to take the 
bow as world champion but the cue has 
never been given. Recalling the 1991 
season where he came so 
close to winning it. but lost 
out to Senna because of 
mistakes,he said, “That 
hurt, it really hurt.” 

The new Mansell Is 
lighter, meaner and 
less moody than last 
year. His performance 
so far has been a 
powerful and 
meaningful, one. 'fhe 
change in the 39-year- 
oid Englishman is 
apparent alter 
he shifted his home to 
Florida. There he 
trained all winter, again 
learning from what Senna 
has done over the past tew 
seasons: keeping away from 
cars, relaxing with family and friends, fy 
ing in the sun and recharf^ng the batteries. 

“I'm four kilos lighter, fitter than I have 
ever been, and very motivated." he said. 

Helping him in his efforts to win the title 
are his team Williams-Renault with their 
new car for this season with the ‘reactive’ 


Mansell, at the moment at 
least, is riding the crest of a 
tidal wave that has 
smashed everything that 
dared get in his way. 


suspension. This has given Mansell a car 
which behaves weU at the turns and 
maintains a better balance during 
acceleration and braking. 

It takes courage, self confidence and 
confldcijceln thecar to win and Mansell 
has these qualities and maybe, hick. 
Something that has always eluded him. 

zllian fans call Mansell The , 
tee way he is puivertsirigall 
opposiBh^ would suggest that The 
Tenniiiatqt? is a better description 



iS Wcag awffMf j 



KYALAMl, SOUTH AFRICA: The first rdce 
of the scasen ,ind Nige! Mansell in the 
Williains-Rr-naiJlt was birrmng up the traf:k 
to victo’V 














This seems to be his last 
stand and he is 
desperate for the title 
of world champion. 
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Boston. Five 
Inches of snow 
.hadfsUoa. 

^ durtngthe 
s The 
rvime^ were sUvertog 
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